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CHAPTER 1 - EXECUTIVE & LEGISLATURE 

1. LACUNAS IN PARLIAMENTARY FUNCTIONING IN INDIA 

❖ Context: Parliamentary democracy – Democratic form of government in which the party (or a 

coalition of parties) with the greatest representation in the parliament (legislature) forms the 

government, its leader become the prime minister or chancellor.  

❖ Executive functions are exercised by members of the parliament appointed by the prime 

minister to the cabinet 

Major Functions of Parliament: 

❖ Law making functions: Parliament passes the bills to be notified as acts. 

❖ Providing the cabinet: It is the Parliament which provides the cabinet. 

❖ Control over the Cabinet: Lok Sabha ensures that the ministry remains in power only as long 

as it has the support of the majority in that house. 

❖ Daily answerability: Ministers have to answer questions, reply to calling attention motions, 

move legislation and justify Government’s actions in both Houses of Parliament. 

❖ Financial control: Parliament monitors spending of government money through its own 

committee called Parliamentary Accounts Committee (PAC). 

❖ A platform for discussion on national issues: Parliament provides the single largest platform 

for discussion of all important national and public issues. 

Major issues in functioning of Parliament: 

❖ Low productivity: Between the 1950s and the 1960s, the Lok Sabha used to meet for an 

average of 120 days in a year whereas the productivity of the 15th Lok Sabha has been the 

worst in the last fifty years.  

❖ Frequent disruptions: During the 15th Lok Sabha, frequent disruptions of Parliamentary 

proceedings have resulted in the Lok Sabha working for 61% and Rajya Sabha for 66% of its 

scheduled time. 

❖ Poor women representation: The Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha have not seen women 

MPs cross the 12% mark. Women’s Reservation Bill (108th amendment) reserving 33% of all 

seats in Parliament and State legislatures for women is yet to be passed. 

❖ Passing Bills: The 15th Lok Sabha passed 179 Bills out of the 328, to be considered and 

passed during its five-year tenure.  

❖ This is the least number of Bills passed by a full five-year term Lok Sabha. On debates and 

research: MPs have limited or no research staff, leaving them bereft of expert in house advice. 

Strengthening the committee system: The reports of standing committees are not 

deliberated in Parliament and their recommendations are not binding on the government. 

 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/
http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


www. Vetriiias.com / www.iasgatewayy.com 044-26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

      

 

                 8 | P a g e  

 

www.iasgatewayy.com     Daily Current Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests 

 

2. MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT LOCAL AREA DEVELOPMENT 

SCHEME (MPLADS) 

❖ Context: CIC has asked Lok Sabha Speaker and the Rajya Sabha Chairman to come out with a 

legal framework to ensure accountability of parliamentarians and political parties for their 

obligations under the scheme. The MPLADS allots Rs.5 crore per year to each Member of 

Parliament (MP) to be spent on projects of their choice in their constituency. 

❖ Lok Sabha MP has to choose a gram panchayat from the constituency he/she represents and 

the Rajya Sabha MP chooses it from the state he/she represents. A Nominated MP can choose 

any constituency from whole of India. MPs cannot pick villages which belong to themselves or 

their spouses. The scheme is funded and administered through the Union Ministry of Statistics 

and Programme Implementation (MoSPI).  

❖ Projects are to be recommended to and implemented by the district-level administrator. 
 

3. OFFICE OF PROFIT 

❖ Context: President Ramnath Kovind had dismissed a plea to disqualify 27 ruling Aam Aadmi 

Party MLAs of Delhi for allegedly holding office of profit. 

Constitutional Status of Office of Profit: 

❖ The word ‘office’ has not been specifically defined in the Constitution or the Representation of 

the People Act of 1951. 

❖ Articles 102(1)(a) and 191(1)(a) of the Constitution merely states that an MP or MLA is barred 

from holding an office of profit as it can put them in a position to gain a financial benefit. 

❖ Different courts have interpreted it to mean a position with certain duties that are more or less 

of public character. Supreme Court in Jaya Bachchan v/s Union of India (2006) defines office 

of profit as any office capable of yielding a profit or pecuniary gain. 

❖ In Swapan Roy vs Pradyut Bordoloi case (2001), SC has laid down certain parameters to check 

whether an office constitutes office of profit or not: 

1. Whether government has appointed? 

2. Whether government has power to dismiss or remove? 

3. Is government paying the remuneration? 

4. Whether government determines or controls functions of such office? 

5. Whether functions are performed for the government? 
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4. SECTION 151A OF RPA 

❖ Context: Controversy in conducting bye-elections in Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh to fill 

vacancies in the Lok Sabha. 

❖ Section 151A of the Representation of the People Act deals with time limit within which casual 

vacancies in Parliament and State Legislatures should be filled through bye-elections by 

Election Commission of India (ECI). The section mandates ECI to fill the vacancies within 6 

months from the date of occurrence of the vacancy provided that the remainder of the term of 

a member in relation to a vacancy is one year or more. The term of 16th Lok sabha is up to 3rd 

June, 2019. 

❖ ECI has started the process to fill the vacancies in Karnataka alone. 

❖ This is because the vacancies in the seats of Lok Sabha from Karnataka occurred in the Month 

of May, 2018. Whereas, in A.P, the vacancies occurred in the month of 20th June, 2018. 

❖ Thus, there is no need for conducting bye-election in A.P as the remaining term of the Lok 

Sabha is less than 1 year from the date of occurrence of vacancies. 

❖ Exception in Sec 151A - If ECI in consultation with the Central Government certifies that it is 

difficult to hold the bye-election within the said period, and then the section 151A can be 

overruled. 

Deputy Chairman in Rajya Sabha 

❖ The Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha presides over the proceedings of the Rajya Sabha in 

the absence of the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha. The Deputy Chairman is elected from 

amongst the Rajya Sabha members. The chairman of Rajya Sabha (Vice President of India) 

presides over its sessions. 

❖ Whenever a vacancy arises, the election takes place in the very next session. 

❖ The Rajya Sabha has a panel of six to seven senior members as part of Vice-President’s panel 

who take charge in his absence. But the panel can’t play the role of Deputy Chairman. 
 

 

5. DISQUALIFICATION OF MLA 

❖ Context: Kerala High Court has recently disqualified the election of Indian Union Muslim 

League (IUML) MLA from the Azhikode assembly constituency for indulging in corrupt 

practices. 

❖ He was disqualified for corrupt practices covered under the Section 123(3) and 123(4) of 

Representation of People’s Act 1951. 

❖ Under section 123 of RPA, if a candidate or his agent appeals for votes on religious, caste, 

community, race and language grounds, it would amount to corrupt practice. 
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❖ The court declared the election of MLA, invalid citing that he appealed to the voters to vote for 

Muslim community candidate. 

❖ The court also disqualified him from contesting any election for a period of 6 years.  

❖ The findings of the court will be forwarded to the President for appropriate action. 
 

6. VOTE ON ACCOUNT (VOA) 

❖ Context: The Union Budget is nothing but a projected income and expenditure statement for 

the coming year. As per the Constitution, all the revenue received and the loans raised by the 

Union government are parked in the Consolidated Fund of India (CFI). 

❖ Article 266 mandates that Parliamentary approval is required to draw money from the CFI 

❖ So, the Budget has to be approved by Parliament before the commencement of the new 

financial year. But the discussion and passing of Budget generally goes beyond the current 

financial year. So, a special provision “Vote on Account” is used, where the government obtains 

the vote of Lok Sabha to withdraw money from CFI to keep the money flowing for the 

government’s day to day functions, until the Budget is passed. (Article 116). E.g. Salary to 

government employees, loan interest payments, subsidies, pension payments etc. 
 

7. NATIONAL YOUTH PARLIAMENT FESTIVAL 2019 

❖ Context: Minister of State for Youth Affairs and Sports launched the National Youth 

Parliament Festival 2019. It is to provide a chance to the youth to brainstorm about new India 

and to find ways and chalk out plans to realize our resolves before 2022. 

❖ Organizing District Youth Parliaments and taking the festival to the doorsteps of the youth 

would provide an opportunity to large number of youth of this country to participate. 

❖ It is organized on the theme of “Be the Voice of New India” and “Find solutions and contribute 

to policy”. 
 

8.CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE OF PARLIAMENT 

❖ Context: The Union Minister of Consumer Affairs chaired an Inter-Session Consultative 

Committee Meeting. The Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs constitutes Consultative 

Committees of Members of both the Houses of Parliament for different ministries 

❖ The Minister in-charge of the Ministry concerned acts as the chairman of the Committee. 

The main purpose of these Committees is to provide a forum for informal discussions between 

the Government and Members of Parliament on policies and programs of the Government and 

the manner of their implementation. Meetings of these Committees are held both during the 

session and inter-session period of Parliament. 
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9. ALLAHABAD RENAMED AS ‘PRAYAGRAJ’ 

❖ Context: Union Home Ministry has approved the UP-government’s proposal to rename 

Allahabad as Prayagraj. For changing the name of a village, town, city, just an executive order 

is required. 

❖ The renaming of a state requires amendment of the Constitution with a simple majority in 

Parliament. A bill to change the name of the state shall be introduced in either House of 

Parliament only on the recommendation of the President. 

❖ The bill should also referred by the President to the Legislature of that State for expressing its 

views. 
 

10. RENAMING OF WEST BENGAL 

❖ Context: The West Bengal Assembly recently passed a resolution to change the name of the 

State as ‘Bangla’ in three languages - Bengali, English and Hindi. 

❖ Upon the fresh proposal to Union Home ministry by state, the ministry will prepare a note for 

the union cabinet for an amendment to the Schedule 1 of the Constitution. 

❖ Thereafter, a Constitution Amendment Bill will be introduced in Parliament, which has to 

approve it with a simple majority, before the President gives his assent to it, 

❖ According to the Indian Constitution, the power of changing the name of the State lies with the 

Centre. The Article 3 of the Constitution deals with the formation of new States and alteration 

of areas, boundaries or names of existing States. 

It says that Parliament may by law, 

✓ Form a new State by separation of territory from any State or by uniting two or more States or 

parts of States or by uniting any territory to a part of any State 

✓ Increase the area of any State 

✓ Diminish the area of any State 

✓ Alter the boundaries of any State 

✓ Alter the name of any State 
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11. PROPOSAL TO INCREASE ASSEMBLY SEATS FOR SIKKIM 

❖ Context: Home Ministry has proposed to Union Cabinet to increase the number of assembly 

seats for Sikkim from 32 to 40. 

❖  If approved, it will be the first expansion of the Assembly since Sikkim merged with India in 

1975. 

❖ The seats are being increased to accommodate the Limboo and Tamang communities, notified 

as Scheduled Tribes in January 2003. 

❖ A petition was already moved in the Supreme Court that Limboos and Tamangs were not 

adequately represented in the Assembly. 

❖ SC has directed the Home Ministry in 2016 to take action regarding this. 

❖ By the Delimitation Act, 2002, the number of seats in an Assembly can be readjusted only on 

the basis of the first census after 2026. 

❖ The Second Schedule to the Representation of People Act, 1950 and Section 5A of the 

Representation of People Act, 1951 has been amended to change the Assembly strength. 
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CHAPTER – 2 JUDICIARY 

1. AADHAAR VALIDITY 

❖ Context: The Supreme Court recently upheld the constitutionality of the Aadhaar in its 

majority verdict (4 out of 5 judges). Aadhaar is a 12 digit unique-identity number issued to all 

Indian residents. 

❖ This is based on their biometric and demographic data, and notably is a proof of residence and 

not a proof of citizenship. The data is collected by the Unique Identification Authority of India 

(UIDAI). 

Final Judgment of Supreme Court SC on Aadhar 

❖ The majority ruling called Aadhar “a document of empowerment”. 

❖ The ruling has highlighted two main aspects of the unique identification project. 

❖ Aadhaar as digital identity infrastructure 

❖ Aadhaar’s application as public infrastructure for various purposes 

❖ Right to privacy- Only those matters in which there was a reasonable expectation of privacy 

were protected by Article 21 of the Constitution. In this context, the Aadhaar scheme passed 

the triple test laid down in the Puttaswamy (Privacy) judgment to check if it invades privacy 

viz. 

1. Existence of a law - backed by the statute i.e. the Aadhaar Act 

2. A legitimate state interest - to ensure that social benefit schemes reach the deserving 

community 

3. Test of proportionality - balances the professed benefits of Aadhaar and the potential 

threat it carries to the fundamental right to privacy 

❖ Money Bill - It is clearly declared that expenditure incurred in this respect would be from the 

Consolidated Fund of India. So, the validity of the Aadhaar Act being passed as a Money Bill is 

upheld. 

❖ Surveillance state - During the enrolment process, “minimal biometric data in the form of 

iris and fingerprints is collected”. 

❖ Security of biometric data - UIDAI has mandated only registered devices to conduct 

biometric-based authentication transactions. With these registered devices, the biometric data 

is encrypted within the device using a key. This creates a unidirectional relationship between 

the host application and the UIDAI. 

❖ Telecoms - Aadhaar-based re-verification of mobile numbers has been held illegal and 

unconstitutional. 
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❖ Other Private Entities - Corporate bodies including banks, mobile wallets, etc also cannot 

ask for customers’ Aadhaar number. 

❖ PAN -Section 139AA of IT Act makes Aadhaar mandatory for filing IT returns (ITR) and 

applying for PAN since it stood the triple test. 

❖ Linking of bank accounts - Linking of bank accounts and other financial instruments with 

Aadhaar does not stand the proportionality test because just for preventing money laundering, 

there cannot be such a provision targeting every resident as a suspicious person. 

❖ Aadhaar for education - Statutory bodies like CBSE and UGC cannot ask students to 

produce their Aadhaar cards for examinations like NEET and JEE. 

 

2. DOWRY JUDGEMENT 

❖ Context: The Supreme Court of India in September, 2018 modified its July 2017 order in 

dowry harassment case for preventing misuse of Section 498A of Indian Penal Code (IPC) 

❖ Earlier Order in Rajesh Sharma Case: The Supreme Court on July 27, 2017 had put an end to 

immediate arrests in dowry harassment cases, under Section 498A of Indian Penal Code (IPC). 

❖ The bench acknowledged that there was misuse of the provision leading to social unrest 

❖ Modified Verdict: A three judges’ bench led by the Chief Justice Dipak Misra withdrew the 

earlier direction issued in Rajesh Sharma case and the top court left it to Parliament to make 

suitable rules to check abuse of the law. 

 

3. SEPARATE HIGH COURTS 

❖ Andhra Pradesh and Telangana are set to have separate high courts. 

❖ This is in line with the Supreme Court order issued to the centre to bifurcate the common 

Hyderabad high court for both the States. Notification for this purpose was issued by the 

President quoting Article 214 of the Constitution, which provides that there shall be a High 

Court for each State. The President was conferred power under the Andhra Pradesh 

Reorganisation Act, 2014 to constitute separate high court for both States. 

❖ The principal seat of the Andhra Pradesh High Court is Amaravati, the capital of the State. 

❖ The High Court in Hyderabad will function separately as the High Court of the State of 

Telangana. With the creation of the new high court, the country now has 25 high courts. 

Common High Courts in India 

❖ Following are the list of High Courts which have jurisdiction over more than 1 State/UT. 

✓ Bombay HC - Goa, Dadra and Nager Haveli, Daman and Diu and Maharashtra 

✓ Calcutta HC - Andaman & Nicobar Islands and West Bengal 

✓ Guwahati HC - Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Mizoram and Nagaland. 
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✓ Kerala HC – Lakshadweep and Kerala 

✓ Madras HC – Pondicherry and Tamil Nadu 

✓ Punjab and Haryana HC – Chandigarh, Punjab and Haryana 

 

4. VERDICT ON SECTION 377 

❖ Context: A Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court has unanimously 

decriminalised homosexuality. 

❖ Section 377 of Indian Penal Code, dating back to 1860, criminalises sexual activities “against 

the order of nature”. It creates a class of criminals, consisting of individuals who engage in 

consensual sexual activity. It typecasts Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender, Queer 

(LGBTQ) individuals as sex-offenders. It categorised their consensual conduct on par with 

sexual offences like rape and child molestation. This has led to stigmatisation, condemnation 

and even ineffective HIV prevention and treatment among LGBTQ individuals 

 

5. SUPREME COURT VERDICT ON ADULTERY 

❖ Context: The Supreme Court has removed provisions on adultery in IPC and 

CrPC, and subsequently decriminalised adultery. 

❖ Under Section 497 of the IPC, a man had the right to initiate criminal proceedings against his 

wife’s lover. Under Section 198(2) of the CrPC, the husband alone could complain against 

adultery. The court has now struck down both these provisions and has decriminalised 

adultery. Nevertheless, adultery will continue as a ground of divorce and, therefore, remain in 

civil law. 

  

6. THE COLLEGIUM AND TRANSPARENCY 

❖ Context: Recently, the Supreme Court collegium scrapped its own decision it took 

previously to appoint two judges and has made fresh appointments. 

❖ Collegium System - Collegium System is the system of appointment and transfer of judges 

that has evolved through Constitutional interpretation of Supreme Court rather than any act 

made by Parliament. 

❖ Constitutional Provisions - Judges of the Supreme Court and High Courts are appointed 

by the President under Articles 124(2) and 217 of the Constitution respectively. The President  

is required to hold consultations with such of the judges of the Supreme Court and of the High 

Courts as he may deem necessary. 

❖ Evolution of Collegium System - The Collegium system has its genesis in a series of 

judgments called “Judges Cases”. 
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1. First Judges Case, 1981- The Constitution Bench also held that the term “consultation” 

used in Articles 124 and 217 was not “concurrence”. 

2. Second Judges Case, 1993 - The recommendation should be made by the CJI in 

consultation with his two seniors most colleagues, and that such recommendation should 

normally be given effect to by the executive. 

3. Third Judges Case, 1998- The SC laid down that the recommendation should be made by 

the CJI and his four senior most colleagues, instead of two. 

New Development in appointment of higher Judiciary: 

❖ The government got the “National Judicial Appointments Commission” (NJAC) Act - 2014, 

passed as the 99th Constitutional Amendment Act to establish a body with representation 

from the higher judiciary, the government, and civil society to replace the Collegium system. 

❖ Supreme Court pronounced it null and void and the appointments of Judges in Higher 

Judiciary are done by Collegium System currently. 

Working of Collegium System  

❖ The Supreme Court collegium is headed by the Chief Justice of India and comprises four other 

senior most judges of the court. Judges of the higher judiciary are appointed only through the 

collegium system — and the government has a role only after names have been decided by the 

collegium. Government can also raise objections and seek reconsideration regarding the 

collegium’s choices but if the collegium reiterates the same names, the government is bound, 

under Constitution Bench judgments, to appoint them as judges. 

Views against Collegium System 

❖ Collegium system was not proposed by Indian Constitution 

❖ A closed-door affair without a formal and transparent system 

❖ 20 state assemblies had ratified NJAC 

Views in Favour of Collegium System 

❖ A way to make judiciary independent of politics 

❖ Abide by the principles of separation of powers in the Constitution 
 

 

7. JUDGES’ RETIREMENT AGE 

❖ In 2010, the Constitution (114th Amendment) Bill, was introduced in the Lok Sabha. 

❖ The Bill sought to increase the retirement age of High Court judges to 65. 

❖ This could not be taken up for consideration in Parliament and lapsed with the dissolution of 

the 15th Lok Sabha.  
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❖ Recently, Parliamentary Standing Committee proposed that rising the retirement age of judges 

would help retain the existing judges, which in turn would help in reducing both vacancy and 

pendency of cases in short run. The Law Ministry replied that there was no proposal as of now 

to increase the retirement age of Supreme Court judges from 65 to 67 and of High Court judges 

from 62 to 65. 
 

 

 

8. REMOVAL PROCEDURE OF JUDGES FROM OFFICE 
 

❖ Context: Some Members of Parliament initiated proceedings for the removal of the Chief 

Justice of India, Dipak Mishra by submitting a notice to the Chairman of Rajya Sabha. 

Constitutional Criteria for removal of Judges (Higher Judiciary): 

❖ A judge may be removed from office through a motion adopted by Parliament on grounds of 

‘proven misbehaviour or incapacity’. The Constitution does not use the word ‘impeachment’ 

for this purpose. The Constitution provides that a judge can be removed only by an order of the 

President, based on a motion passed by both Houses of Parliament. 

❖ The procedure for removal of judges is elaborated in the Judges Inquiry Act, 1968. The Act sets 

out the following steps for removal from office:  

❖ Under the Act, an impeachment motion may originate in either House of Parliament. To 

initiate proceedings:  

1. At least 100 members of Lok Sabha may give a signed notice to the Speaker, or 

2. At least 50 members of Rajya Sabha may give a signed notice to the Chairman. The Speaker 

Chairman may consult individuals and examine relevant material related to the notice. Based 

on this, he or she may decide to either admit the motion or refuse to admit it. If the motion is 

admitted, the Speaker or Chairman (who receives it) will constitute a three-member committee 

to investigate the complaint. It will comprise: (i) a Supreme Court judge; 

(ii) Chief Justice of a High Court; and (iii) a distinguished jurist. The committee will frame charges 

based on which the investigation will be conducted. 

❖ After concluding its investigation, the Committee will submit its report to the Speaker or 

Chairman, who will then lay the report before the relevant House of Parliament. If the report  

records a finding of misbehaviour or incapacity, the motion for removal will be taken up for 

consideration and debated. The motion for removal is required to be adopted by each House of 

Parliament by: (i) a majority of the total membership of that House; and (ii) a majority of at 

least two-thirds of the members of that House present and voting.  

❖ If the motion is adopted by this majority, the motion will be sent to the other House for 

adoption. Once the motion is adopted in both Houses, it is sent to the President, who will issue 

an order for the removal of the judge. 

❖ No judge of the Supreme Court has been impeached so far. 
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CHAPTER 3 - CITIZENSHIP 

1. ASSAM ACCORD 

❖ Context: Recently, Government has no field the High-Level Committee (HLC) for 

implementation on of Clause 6 of Assam Accord 

Assam Accord 

❖ It is a Memorandum of Settlement (MoS) signed between representatives of the Government 

of India and the leaders of the Assam Movement in New Delhi on 15 August 1985. 

❖ A six-year agitation demanding identification and deportation of illegal immigrants was 

launched by the All Assam Students’ Union (AASU) in 1979.  

❖ It culminated with the signing of the Assam Accord in 1985. Clause 6 was inserted to safeguard 

the socio-political rights and culture of the “indigenous people of Assam”. 

❖ Clause 6 reads: “Constitutional, legislative and administrative safeguards, as may be 

appropriate, shall be provided to protect, preserve and promote the cultural, social, linguistic 

identity and heritage of the Assamese people.” 

Mandates of the committee: 

❖ The Committee will examine the effectiveness of actions taken since 1985 to implement Clause 

6 of the Assam Accord. It will assess and recommend the appropriate level of reservation of 

seats in Assam Legislative Assembly and local bodies for the Assamese people. 

❖ It will also suggest measures to be taken to protect Assamese and other indigenous languages 

of Assam and any other measures as may be necessary to protect, preserve and promote 

cultural, social, linguistic identity and heritage of the Assamese people. 
 

 

2. NATIONAL REGISTER OF CITIZENS FOR ASSAM 

❖ The National Register of Citizens, or NRC, is the list of Indian citizens in Assam. It is being up-

dated to weed out illegal immigration from Bangladesh and neighbouring regions. 

Demand to update Assam’s NRC 

❖ Since Independence till 1971, when Bangladesh was created, Assam witnessed large-scale 

migration from East Pakistan that became Bangladesh after the war. The migration of from 

Bangladesh into Assam is still continued.  

❖ To bring this regular influx of immigrants to the notice of then prime minister, the All Assam 

Students Union submitted a memorandum to Indira Gandhi in 1980 seeking her “urgent 

attention” to the matter.  

❖ Subsequently, Parliament enacted the Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunal) Act, 1983. 

This Act, (applicable only to Assam), was expected to identify and deport illegal migrants in 

the state.  
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❖ Persons whose names appear in NRC 1951 or in any of the electoral rolls up to March 24, 1971, 

and their dependents are to be included in the current NRC.  

National Register of Citizens: 

❖ The Citizenship Act, 1955 provides for compulsory registration of every citizen of India and 

issuance of National Identity Card to him. The Citizenship Rules, 2003 framed under the 

Citizenship Act, 1955 prescribe the manner of preparation of the National Register of Citizens. 

❖ National Register of Citizens (NRC) in Assam which is application based and distinct from the 

rest of India where the process is enumeration based. Only once before has an NRC has been 

prepared once so far, which is in the State of Assam in 1951.  

❖ After the Census of 1951, NRC was created that contained the details of every person by village 

in the State of Assam. The data included name, age, father’s/husband’s name, houses or 

holdings belonging to them, means of livelihood and so on.  

❖ These registers covered every person enumerated during the Census of 1951. They were kept in 

the offices of deputy commissioners and sub-divisional offices and later transferred to Police 

department in 1960s. 

❖ NRC updation basically means the process of enlisting the names of citizens 

based on Electoral Rolls up to 24 March 1971 and 1951 NRC. 

❖ The applications for preparation of NRC in Assam were invited in May-August, 2015 and after 

necessary scrutiny & verification, the draft NRC was published on 30th July, 2018. 

❖ After the publication of draft NRC, the process of filing claims & objections on the draft NRC 

has started on 25.09.2018 and remained open up to 31.12.2018 where after the verification 

process will commence from 15.02.2019, in accordance with the directions of the Hon’ble 

Supreme Court. Any person, who does not find his /her name in the draft NRC, may file the 

claims. Similarly, any person can file objections in respect of inclusion of any name in the draft 

NRC list. 

❖ Hon’ble Supreme Court of India is monitoring the NRC process. 
 

 

3. DEMAND FOR NATIONAL REGISTER OF CITIZENS FOR 

TRIPURA 

❖ Context: The Supreme Court recently tagged the Tripura NRC (National Register of Citizens) 

plea with Assam NRC case. 

❖ The petition asked the Supreme Court to direct the authorities to update the NRC with respect 

to Tripura in terms of Rules 3 and 4 of The Citizenship (Registration of Citizens and Issue of 

National Identity Cards) Rules, 2003 by taking July 19, 1948 as the cut-off date as provided for 

in Article 6 of the Constitution.  
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❖ Indigenous people who were once the majority have now become a minority in their own land. 

Consequently, Tripura, a predominantly tribal State, has now become a non-tribal State. 

Indigenous people are suspicious of the threat to their social, cultural and political rights. 
 

Bru Refugees: 

❖ The Centre and the state governments of Tripura and Mizoram have recently signed an 

agreement for repatriation of Bru community from Tripura to Mizoram. 

❖ The central government will provide financial assistance for rehabilitation of Bru community 

members in Mizoram. The Bru militancy was a reactionary movement against Mizo nationalist 

groups. In 1997, the murder of a Mizo forest guard at the Dampa Tiger Reserve in Mizoram 

allegedly by Bru militants led to a violent backlash against the community. 

❖ It forced several thousand people belonging to Bru community to flee to neighbouring Tripura. 

Chin Refugees: 

❖ Eight organizations of the Chakma community submitted a memorandum to the Ministry of 

Home Affairs seeking the inclusion of Chin refugees in India by amending the Citizenship 

(Amendment) Bill, 2016. The bill currently allows illegal migrants who are Hindus, Sikhs, 

Buddhists, Jains, Parsis & Christians from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan, eligible for 

citizenship. They want to add Myanmar to the list. 

❖ The Chins are one of the major ethnic groups in Myanmar, and are mostly Christians. They are 

ethnically related to Mizos of Mizoram and the Kuki-Zomi groups in Manipur. 

❖ Buddhist-majority Myanmar was governed by a military junta since the 1960s, until recently. 

❖ They carried out forced assimilation and repression of the Chin people. 

❖ About 4,000 Chin refugees were registered with the UNHCR in New Delhi. 

❖ But in June 2018, the UNHCR decided to cancel their ‘refugee statuses’on the ground that 

Myanmar has now become “stable and secure” and they don’t need “international protection”. 
 

4. J & K AND ARTICLE 35A 

❖ Article 35A - It is a provision in Constitution of India that allows the Jammu-Kashmir 

assembly to define permanent residents of the state. It was brought in by a Presidential order 

in 1954 to safeguard the rights and guarantee the unique identity of the people of Jammu-

Kashmir.  

❖ Definition of ‘Permanent Residents’ - According to the Jammu-Kashmir constitution, a 

Permanent Resident is defined as a person who was a state subject on May 14, 1954, or who 

has been residing in the state for a period of 10 years, and has “lawfully acquired immovable 

property in the state”. 
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Rights granted to Permanent Resident of J & K: 

❖ Property Rights, Employment in state government 

❖ Participation in Panchayat, Municipalities and Legislative Assembly Elections; 

❖ Admission to government-run technical education institutions; scholarships and other social 

benefits. 

❖ Challenge before Supreme Court - A three-judge bench of the court intends to consider if 

Article 35A infringes the Constitution’s basic structure. 

Views against Article 35A: 

❖ It is against the “very spirit of oneness of India” as it creates a “class within a class of Indian 

citizens” 

❖ It violates fundamental rights of other citizens under Articles 14, 19 and 21 of the Constitution. 

❖ It restricts the basic right to property if a native woman marries a man not holding a 

permanent resident certificate. 

Views in favour of Article 35A 

❖ Its removal may lead to further erosion of J&K’s autonomy and trigger demographic change 

❖ The Constitution of India establishes a form of asymmetric federalism and Article 370 is as 

much a part of the Constitution as Article 368, thereby justifies the validity of Art 35A. 
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CHAPTER - 4 RIGHT ISSUES 

1. RESERVATION IN PROMOTIONS FOR SCS AND STS 

❖ Context: Supreme Court addressed two issues related to reservation in 

promotion for SCs and STs: 

❖ No need for quantifiable data 

❖ It relieved the states from collecting quantifiable data on backwardness for providing 

reservation in promotions for STs and STs. 

❖ Validity of creamy layer: It upheld the validity of application of creamy layer in reservations in 

promotions for STs and SCs. 

Constitutional Provisions and Previous Decisions on reservation in promotion: 

❖ Article 16(4A) of the Constitution permits reservation in promotion posts for the SCs and 

STs, but Supreme Court judgments over the years have imposed certain conditions for the 

state to exercise its power under this provision. Reservation in promotion for ST/SC had been 

in operation since 1955 till 1992. 

❖ In Indra Sawhney Case (1992), Supreme Court held it unconstitutional, stating that the 

reservation policy cannot be extended to promotions. 

❖ 77th Constitutional Amendment Act 1995, clause 4A was inserted in Article 16 which 

restored provisions of reservations in promotions. 

❖ 85th Constitutional Amendment Act, 2001, ‘Consequential seniority’ in case of 

promotion by the virtue of reservation for the government servants belonging to the SCs and 

STs, was restored with retrospective effect from June 1995. 

❖ M. Nagraj Case: The apex court upheld constitutional amendments for the quota in 

promotions in government jobs while calling for maintenance of data on the extent of 

backwardness, which has not proved easy to quantify. The court further held that before 

framing any law, the state will have to satisfy the test of: 

✓ Backwardness  

✓ Inadequate representation 

✓ Overall efficiency 

More on Reservation in Promotions for SCs and STs 

❖ Relying on 2006 SC judgment, several High Courts stuck down reservation in promotions. 

❖ From 2011 onwards, with government failing to comply with Nagraj Case guidelines, various 

High Courts quashed the decision on granting reservation in promotion. In 2017, Delhi High 

❖ Court quashed the Centre’s office memorandum issued in 1997 on implementing the policy 

and also set aside all such promotions in the last 20 years.  
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❖ Constitutional Amendment Bill (117): In 2012, the bill providing reservation in promotions on 

government posts to SCs and STs was passed in Rajya Sabha. The bill, however, lapsed and 

could not be passed in Lok Sabha due to differences among political parties. 

❖ The original draft of the 117th Constitutional Amendment Bill sought to amend Article 16(4A) 

to influence the Constitutional discourse on three critical aspects of the debate on quotas in 

promotions- determining the backwardness of SCs/STs beneficiaries; impact on efficiency; 

and empirical data to establish the lack of representation of the SCs/STs in promotion posts. 

❖ In 2015: An appeal was made by the Centre in Supreme Court against quashing of reservation 

by various High Courts. The Court had directed to maintain status quo. 

❖ In 2016: A parliamentary panel had directed the Centre to expeditiously pass the bill to 

safeguard the interests of SCs and STs in government services. 

❖ In 2017: Delhi High court quashed government’s order of extending reservation in promotion 

to employees belonging to the STs and SCs beyond five years from November 16, 1992. 

❖ In 2018: Supreme Court allowed the centre to implement the long-reservation policy in 

promotion. Quotas in promotions will be ‘in accordance with law’, which will mean under-

reservation of Schedule Caste/Schedule Tribes must be established while also ensuring 

administrative efficiency is not compromised. 

❖ The ‘legality of the law’ was still to be determined by the apex court while allowing reservation 

in promotions temporarily. With recent verdict, SC modified the Nagraj verdict of 2006 and 

relieved the states from collecting quantifiable data on backwardness for providing reservation 

in promotions for STs and SCs. 
 

2. SC / ST RESERVATION ONLY IN-HOME STATES 

❖ Context: A Supreme Court bench has held that scheduled castes or tribes can avail benefit of 

reservation in government jobs only in their home states. 

❖ The Court has thus upheld the “son of the soil” principle. 

❖ For the purpose of Articles 341 and 342 in Constitution, the reservation benefits would be 

within the geographical territories of a state or UT. 

Article 341 and 342: 

❖ Article 341 of the constitution define as to who would be Scheduled Castes with respect to any 

State or UT. 

❖ Article 342 of the constitution define as to who would be Scheduled Tribe (ST) with respect to 

any State or UT. The President, in consultation with the Governor of a particular State, may 

notify the castes, races or tribes be deemed to be Scheduled Castes (A-341) and to be 

Scheduled Tribes (A-342).  Parliament may by law include in or exclude any caste, race or tribe 

from the list of SC and ST specified 
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3. QUOTA IN PROMOTIONS FOR SC / ST 

❖ In M Nagaraja 2006 judgment, the SC ruled that the government cannot introduce a quota 

(reservation) in promotion for its SC / ST employee unless they prove that the particular Dalit 

community is backward and inadequately represented and also prove that such a reservation 

in promotion would not affect the overall efficiency of public administration. Such an opinion 

of the government should be based on quantifiable data. State was also required to ensure that 

the reservation does not breach the 50% ceiling. 

❖ SC had reversed the earlier judgment on collecting quantifiable data to prove backwardness. 

❖ It said that it was contrary to the decision in Indira Sawhney case, where it was held that once 

SCs and STs were part of the Presidential List under Articles 341 and 342 of the Constitution, 

and there was no need to prove backwardness. 

❖ Hence, SC ruled that States need not collect quantifiable data on the backwardness of SC/ST 

for giving quota in job promotion to SC/ST employees. 
 

4. WOMEN’S ENTRY INTO SABRIMALA TEMPLE 

❖ Context: The Supreme Court, in a recent judgement, allowed women, irrespective of their 

age, to enter Kerala’s Sabarimala temple. 

❖ The court noted that any rule based on segregation of women pertaining to biological 

characteristics is unconstitutional as it violates Article 14, 15 and 17. 

❖ The court ruled that Ayyappa devotees do not constitute a separate religious denomination as 

it falls under Hinduism. The judgement establishes the principle that individual freedom 

prevails over professed group rights, even in matters of religion. 
 

5. LEGAL ENTITY FOR ANIMAL KINGDOM 

❖ Context: The Uttarakhand High Court has declared the entire animal kingdom, including birds 

and aquatic animals, as a legal entity having rights of a “living person”. 

❖ The court has invoked Article 21 of the Constitution - safeguarding the rights of humans, 

protects life. The court has clarified that the word “life” includes animal world. 

❖ According to the judgement, Legal Entity means “The entity acts like a natural person but only 

through a designated person, whose acts are processed within the ambit of law”. 

❖ This means the animal kingdom could be represented by a custodian. 

❖ It declared all citizens of Uttarakhand “persons in loco parentis” (in the place of a parent) 

giving them the responsibility to protect animals and ensure their welfare. 

❖ The high court, last year accorded the status of “living entity” to the Ganga and Yamuna rivers, 

a decision subsequently stayed by the Supreme Court. 
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6. PARDONING OF CONVICTS 

❖ Context: Three girls of Tamil Nadu Agricultural University were burnt alive when their bus 

was set afire by 3 after Jayalalithaa was convicted in a corruption case in 2000. 

❖ Three convicts were initially sentenced to death, but the punishment was commuted to life in 

prison by the Supreme Court 2 years ago. 

❖ They were recently granted remission and set free. TN governor cleared the government’s 

recommendation to release them prematurely. 

❖ Constitutional provisions – Article 72 and 161 of the constitution deals with the pardoning 

power of President and Governor respectively. 

❖ Article 72 - The President shall have the power to grant pardons, reprieves, respites or 

remissions of punishment or to suspend, remit or commute the sentence of any person 

convicted of any offence – In all cases where the punishment or sentence is by a Court Martial; 

❖ In all cases where the punishment or sentence is for an offence against any law relating to a 

matter to which the executive power of the Union extends; 

❖ In all cases where the sentence is a sentence of death. 

❖ Article 161 - The Governor of a State shall have the power to grant pardons, reprieves, 

respites or remissions of punishment or to suspend, remit or commute the sentence of any 

person convicted of any offence against any law relating to a matter to which the executive 

power of the State extends. 

❖ Article 72 vs 161 - The power of the President to grant pardon extends in cases where the 

punishment or sentence is by a Court Martial, but Article 161 does not provide any such power 

to the Governor. The President can grant pardon in all cases including the one with death 

sentence, but pardoning power of Governor does not extend to death sentence cases. 

 

7. SECTION 124A OF IPC 

❖ Context: Law Commission of India has recently recommended to the Government of India to 

re-think or even repeal the provision of sedition (Section 124A) from the Indian Penal Code. 

❖ Section 124a, commonly known as Sedition law made words or any visible representation that 

attempts to bring hatred or contempt or excite ―disaffection towards the government 

punishable by law. It applies to assaulting high constitutional functionaries such as the 

President and the Governor with “an intent to compel or restrain the use of any lawful power”. 

❖ The expression ‘disaffection’ includes disloyalty and all feelings of enmity. 

They shall be charged with cognizable and non-bailable offence and not compoundable. 

❖ The offence shall be punished with imprisonment for life & fine or imprisonment for 3 years & 

fine or with fine alone. 
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8. SWAYANGSIDDHA 

❖ Context: To curb human trafficking Bengal state police has come up with a self-reliance 

scheme known as Swayangsiddha. 

Significance: 

❖ It is a move in the right direction as the state has the highest number of missing children as per 

the recently released data of Home Ministry. It is first of its kind in terms of community 

participation in crime control measures. The initiative will encourage youth-led action and 

partnership which will empower young girls and boys with knowledge and skills to make them 

less vulnerable to violation and abuse of their rights. 

It will achieve above target through 

❖ Raising awareness on human, gender and child rights and strengthening prevention of human 

tracking and child marriage using converging approach. 

❖ Engaging youth from different schools and colleges to combat human tracking and child 

marriage. Strengthening response mechanism in collaboration with police and protection 

committees to build safe community. Strengthening access to schemes and entitlements on 

education, training, livelihood and food security for vulnerable groups. 
 

9. DOUBLE JEOPARDY 

❖ Article 20(2) of the constitution deals with Double Jeopardy. It mandates that a person cannot 

be prosecuted or punished twice for the same offence. 

❖ Recently, the Supreme Court has taken the issue of double jeopardy. 

❖ It has held that the bar of double jeopardy does not arise if an accused was discharged of a 

criminal offence, even before the commencement of trial. 

❖ The principles of double jeopardy cannot be invoked if the accused has not been tried at all and 

convicted or acquitted on the basis of an invalid sanction for prosecution. 
 

10. DRAFT RESOLUTION ON DEATH PENALTY 

❖ United Nations General Assembly has recently approved a resolution on death penalty. 

❖ It was approved with a recorded vote of 123 in favour, 36 against and 30 abstentions. 

❖ India has voted against the draft resolution saying it goes against the statutory law of the 

country where an execution is carried out in the “rarest of rare” cases. 

❖ Singapore has introduced an amendment on behalf of 34 countries. 

❖ The amendment rearmed the countries’ sovereign right to develop their own legal system, 

including determining appropriate legal penalties, in accordance with their international law 

obligations. India voted in favour of this amendment. 
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11. DEFAMATION LAW 

❖ Context: #Me Too Movement 

❖ Under sections 499 and 500 of the IPC, a person found guilty can be sent to jail for two years. 

❖ Section 499 defines defamation and section 500 defines punishment for defamation. 

❖ Section 500 says that whoever defames another shall be punished with simple imprisonment 

for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 

❖ Defamation in India is both civil and criminal offence. 

 

12. LAW COMMISSION ON HATE SPEECH 

❖ Context: Law Commission report suggests adding new provisions to make speech inciting 

hatred and speech that causes fear, alarm or provocation of violence, a criminal offence under 

IPC. 

❖ Hate speech has not been defined in any law in India 

❖ Presently, in our country the following legislations have bearing on hate speech, namely: 

❖ Indian Penal Code 1860 

❖ Representation of the People Act 1951 

❖ Protection of Civil Rights Act 1955 

❖ Cinematograph Act 1952 etc. 

❖ T K Vishwanathan Committee was constituted to deal with cybercrimes, especially Online Hate 

Speech. 
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CHAPTER – 5 CENTRES - STATE RELATIONS 

1. PRESIDENT’S RULE 

❖ Context: Recently Lok Sabha passed a Statutory Resolution approving the proclamation of 

President’s Rule in Jammu and Kashmir. 

President’s Rule: 

❖ It is applied under Article 356 of Indian Constitution. 

❖ It can be in operation for 6 months if approved by Parliament. 

❖ Parliament must approve it after every 6 months, and for maximum 3 years to remain in 

operation. 

❖ President dismisses council of ministers; he may suspend or dissolve legislative assembly. 

❖ Legislative power of state assembly is taken over by Parliament. 

❖ The state assembly could not be dissolved before approval of Parliament for Presidents rule. 

❖ If such imposition is found unconstitutional and invalid, dissolved or suspended state 

Government may be revived by court. 

Process of imposing President’s Rule in Jammu and Kashmir 

❖ In other states, President’s Rule is imposed after collapse of the local government under Article 

356 of the Constitution. But Jammu and Kashmir has its own separate Constitution that 

provides for an intermediary statutory layer in the state. 

❖ As per Article 92 of the Jammu and Kashmir Constitution, Governor’s Rule is imposed in the 

state for a period of six months. Jammu and Kashmir assembly remains under suspended 

animation during this period. However, the governor may dissolve the assembly. 

❖ Suspended animation of the assembly means the elected MLAs remain in the office and 

legislative assembly continues to exist without the power of legislation. The governor assumes 

the power of legislation during this period. 

❖ At the expiry of six months of Governor’s Rule and if suspension of assembly has not been 

revoked, Jammu and Kashmir comes under the President’s Rule as mandated by the 

Constitution of India as per Article 356. However, in both the cases, the governor administers 

as per the Centre’s directions. 

❖ If the Governor decides to dissolve Legislative Assembly during his own rule or when the state 

is under the President’s Rule, election shall be held within six months. 

❖ If the Election Commission does not hold polls in Jammu and Kashmir within six months from 

the date of dissolution of Assembly, it is required to explain reasons for not doing so. 

 

  

 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/
http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


www. Vetriiias.com / www.iasgatewayy.com 044-26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

      

 

                29 | P a g e  

 

www.iasgatewayy.com     Daily Current Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests 

  

2. FINANCE COMMISSION 

❖ Context: The 15th Finance Commission (15th FC) has been constituted under N. K. Singh with 

the mandate to look into some very sensitive issues. 

❖ The Finance Commission was established by the President of India in 1951 under Article 280 

of the Indian Constitution. They recommend the distribution of tax revenues between the 

Centre and states, and the allocation of the proceeds among states. 

❖ As per the Constitution, the Commission is appointed every five years and consists of a 

chairman and four other members. 

✓ It is a Quasi-judicial body. 

✓ Re-appointment Possible – YES 

✓ Qualification mention in Constitution – NO 

✓ Qualification mentioned under Finance Commission Act 1951 

✓ Chairman – Experience in Public Affairs 

✓ The 15th Finance Commission was constituted for giving recommendations for the period of 

2020-25. 

Concerns with 15th FC’s Terms of Reference: 

❖ Demographic Difference – Using 2011 census as the basis for resources allocation between 

states would disadvantage states that performed better in controlling their population over the 

decades. (presently 1971 census is used) 

❖ Policy domain - The 15th FC is asked to consider proposing performance-based incentives. 

States see this as an attempt to micro-manage their fiscal domain because states have set their 

own agenda for development. 

❖ Fiscal space - The 14th FC recommended an increase in devolution to states from 32% to 

42%. Thus, there is evidently no squeeze of the fiscal space available to the Union government. 

❖ Approach - The FC should not take a “residual approach” of distributing what is left over 

after providing for Centre’s requirements. 

❖ Diversity- To recognise India’s diversity is also to recognise the States’ diverse paths of 

development 
 

3. HIMALAYAN STATE REGIONAL COUNCIL 

❖ Context: NITI Aayog has recently constituted the Himalayan State Regional Council. 

❖ It is to ensure sustainable development of the Indian Himalayan region. 

❖ The council is chaired by a member of NITI Aayog. 

❖ The members of the council are Chief Secretaries of the Himalayan States as well as the 

Secretaries of key Central Ministries, senior officers of NITI Aayog as well as special invitees. 
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❖ It will be the nodal agency for the Sustainable development in the Himalayan Region. 

❖ The region consists of the twelve States namely J&K, Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, 

❖ Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim, Tripura, 2 districts of 

Assam and West Bengal. 

 

4. COOPERATIVE FEDERALISM 

❖ Cooperative federalism implies that the Centre and states share a horizontal relationship, 

where they “cooperate” in the larger public interest. It’s visualized as an important tool to 

enable states’ participation in the formulation and implementation of national policies. 

Executive Mechanisms for Co-Operative Federalism: 

❖ Inter-State Council (ISC): Article 263 of the Constitution, provides the provision for the 

formation of an Inter-State Council. The members of the Inter-State Council consist of Chief 

Ministers of all states, Chief Ministers of Union Territories having a Legislative Assembly and 

Administrators of UTs not having a Legislative Assembly, Six Union Ministers and eleven 

Union Cabinet Ministers/ Minister of State (Independent Charge) as permanent invitees. 

❖ Zonal Council: The idea of creation of Zonal Councils was mooted by the first Prime 

Minister of India, Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru in 1956 when during the course of debate on the 

report of the States Re-organisation Commission, he suggested that the States proposed to be 

re-organised may be grouped into four or five zones having an Advisory Council ‘to develop the 

habit of cooperative working among these States. 

❖ NITI Aayog: It is the premier policy ‘Think Tank’ of the Government of India, providing both 

directional and policy inputs. While designing strategic and long term policies and 

programmes for the Government of India, NITI Aayog also provides relevant technical advice 

to the Centre and States. 

 

5. RESTRICTED AREAS PERMIT 

❖ Context: Under the Foreigners (Restricted) Areas Order, 1963, entire Andaman & Nicobar 

Islands and part of the Sikkim State have been declared as ‘Restricted’ Areas. 

❖ A foreign national (except Bhutan) is not normally allowed to visit the restricted areas. 

❖ They require a special permit from the competent authority delegated with powers to issue 

such a special permit or from Ministry of Home affairs. 

❖ Some areas are notified by the Union Government from time to time that allows foreigners to 

visit restricted areas with a view to promote tourism. 

❖ Union Home Ministry has recently excluded Andaman& Nicobar Islands from the Restricted 

Area Permit (RAP) till December 31, 2022. 
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6. NAGALAND UNDER AFPSA 

❖ Context: The Central government has recently extended the Armed Forces Special Powers Act 

in Nagaland for 6 more months. 

❖ Under AFSPA, security forces have the powers to conduct operations anywhere and arrest 

anyone without any prior notice. 

❖ The AFSPA has been in force in Nagaland for several decades. 

❖ It has not been withdrawn even after a framework agreement was signed on August, 2015 by 

Naga insurgent group NSCN-IM. 

Disturbed Area: 

❖ A disturbed area is one which is declared by notification under Section 3 of the AFSPA. 

❖ An area can be disturbed due to differences or disputes between members of different 

religious, racial, language or regional groups or castes or communities. 

❖ The Central Government or the Governor of the State or administrator of the Union Territory 

can declare the whole or part of the State or Union Territory as a disturbed area. 

❖ A suitable notification would have to be made in the Official Gazette. As per Section 3, it can be 

invoked in places where “the use of armed forces in aid of the civil power is necessary”. 

❖ The Ministry of Home Affairs would usually enforce this Act where necessary, but there have 

been exceptions where the Centre decided to forego its power and leave the decision to the 

State governments. 
 

7. MORE POWERS TO AUTONOMOUS COUNCILS 

❖ Context: The Union Cabinet has approved the constitutional amendment which seeks to 

increase the powers of the autonomous council. 

❖ The amendment to Article 280 and Sixth Schedule of the Constitution has been approved. 

❖ It will significantly improve the financial resources and powers of the autonomous district’s 

councils in Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram and Tripura, fulfilling longstanding aspirations of the 

tribal population in these North-eastern states. 

❖ At least 1/3rd of the seats will be reserved for women in the village and municipal councils in 

the Sixth Schedule areas of Assam, Mizoram and Tripura. 

❖ At least two of the nominated members in all autonomous councils in the North East Sixth 

Schedule areas will also be reserved for women resulting in empowerment of women. 

❖ There will be State Election Commissions for holding elections to the autonomous councils, 

village and municipal councils in the areas of Assam, Mizoram and Tripura. 
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CHAPTER – 6 ELECTIONS 

1. VVPATS TO BE USED IN 2019 LOK SABHA ELECTIONS 

❖ Context: The Supreme Court of India directed the EC in 2013 to introduce VVPAT in Lok 

Sabha Elections 2014 to improve voter confidence and ensuring transparency of voting. 

❖ Voter verifiable paper audit trial (VVPAT) is an independent system attached to an EVM that 

allows the voters to verify that their votes are cast as intended. 

❖ When a vote is cast, a slip is printed on the VVPAT printer containing the serial number, name 

and symbol of the candidate voted. This remains visible to you through a transparent window 

for seven seconds. Thereafter, this printed slip automatically gets cut and falls into a sealed 

drop box. 

Significance of VVPAT: 

❖ VVPATs add another layer of transparency and reliability to convince voters about the sanctity 

of EVMs. EVMs and VVPATs also quicken the election process as counting votes on EVMs 

takes much lesser time than counting paper ballots. 

❖ The EVMs and VVPATs are also environment-friendly as they use very little paper compared 

to paper ballots. 

Use of VVPATs in India 

❖ These were first used in the bye-election for the Noksen Assembly seat in Nagaland in 2013. 

❖ They were deployed in eight Parliamentary constituencies during the 2014 Lok Sabha 

elections. In the 2019 Lok Sabha elections, VVPATs will be used in all the constituencies. 

 

2. NATIONAL VOTER’S DAY 

❖ Context: India celebrated the 9th National Voters’ Day on 25th January 2019 at more than 6 

lakh locations covering around 10 lakh Polling Stations across the country. 

Highlights of the National Voters’ Day 2019 

❖ It was organized by Election Commission of India at Manek Shaw Centre. 

❖ It is celebrated every year since 2011. 

❖ The theme for NVD 2019 was ‘No Voter to be Left Behind’. 

❖ The day is to mark the Foundation day of Election Commission of India, which was established 

on 25th January 1950. The main purpose of the NVD celebration is to encourage, facilitate and 

maximize the enrolment, especially for the new voters. 

❖ My Vote Matters, a Quarterly Magazine was launched on the occasion and the first copy shall 

be presented by the Commission to the Hon’ble President. 
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3. CORPORATE POLITICAL FUNDING 

Electoral Bonds: 

❖ Electoral Bonds may be purchased by a person, who is a citizen of India or incorporated or 

established in India. A person being an individual can buy Electoral Bonds, either singly or 

jointly with other individuals. 

❖ Only the Political Parties registered under Section 29A of the Representation of the People Act, 

1951 (43 of 1951) and which secured not less than one per cent of the votes polled in the last 

General Election to the House of the People or the Legislative Assembly of the State, shall be 

eligible to receive the Electoral Bonds.  

❖ The Electoral Bonds shall be enchased by an eligible Political Party only through a Bank 

account with the Authorized Bank (SBI). 

❖ State Bank of India (SBI) has been authorised to issue and encash Electoral Bonds through its 

11 Authorised Branches (not all).  

❖ Electoral Bonds shall be valid for fifteen days from the date of issue. The bonds will be issued 

in multiples of ₹1,000, ₹10,000, ₹1 lakh, ₹10 lakh and ₹1 crore. The bonds will be available for 

purchase for a period of 10 days each in the beginning of every quarter, i.e. in January, April, 

July and October. 

❖ Electoral bonds will not bear the name of the donor. The intention is to ensure that all the 

donations made to a party will be accounted for in the balance sheets without exposing the 

donor details to the public. 

Other Reforms: 

❖ Earlier, companies can only contribute up to 7.5% of their average net profits in the past three 

financial years to political parties.  

❖ Also, they were required to disclose the amount of contributions made and the names of the 

political parties to which they were made 

❖ Now, the government has included an amendment to the Companies Act of 2013 to do away 

with the 7.5% of net profits limit and the requirement for a company to disclose the name of 

political parties to which they donate. 

❖ All corporate donations to political parties shall be made by a cheque, electronic means, a bank 

draft or any other instrument notified by the government 

 

4. MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT (MCC) 

❖ Context: Election Commission has recently asserted that MCC will come into effect from the 

day the premature dissolution of an Assembly in a State or a Union Territory is announced. It 

will remain in force till the new government is formed.  
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❖ The model code refers to a set of norms laid down by the Election Commission of India, with 

the consensus of political parties. It is not statutory. It spells out the dos and don’ts for 

elections. Political parties, candidates and polling agents are expected to observe the norms, on 

matters ranging from the content of election manifestos, speeches and processions, to general 

conduct, so that free and fair elections take place. 

❖ The code comes into force on the announcement of the poll schedule and remains operational 

till the process is concluded, as provided in the notification. It is also applicable to a 

“caretaker” government on premature dissolution of a State Assembly, as was the case in 

Telangana. Election Commission has highlighted the judgment of SC in the SR Bommai versus 

Union of India case, 1994 to support its view on MCC. 

❖ According to the judgment, the caretaker government should merely carry on day-to-day work 

and desist from taking any major policy decisions. 

❖ The EC’s decision assumes importance as the Telangana Assembly was prematurely dissolved 

recently. Its term was to end in June 2019. Prohibitions under MCC - Neither the caretaker 

State Government nor the Central Government shall  

✓ Announce any new schemes or projects 

✓ Use of official resources for any non-official purposes, and 

✓ Combining of official visits with electioneering work 
 

5. NOTA 

❖ Context: Election Commission has withdrawn the provision for the NOTA option for elections 

to the Rajya Sabha and the State Legislative Council. 

❖ Supreme Court has previously given directive not to extend NOTA to elections in Rajya Sabha. 

❖ None of the above (NOTA) is a ballot option designed to allow the voter to indicate disapproval 

of all of the candidates in a voting system. The idea behind the use of NOTA is to allow the 

voter to register a “protest” vote if none of the candidates is acceptable to her for whatever 

reason. While NOTA votes are tallied, the candidate with the highest number of votes polled is 

declared elected irrespective of the NOTA total. 

 

6.VOTER AWARENESS FORUMS (VAFS) 

❖ Context: Voter Awareness Forum (VAF) was launched by Election Commission of India 

recently. Voter Awareness Forums are informal Forums for generating awareness around 

electoral process through activities like discussions, quizzes, competitions and other engaging 

activities. 

❖ All employees of the Organization are expected to become members of the VAF with the Head 

of the Organization acting as the Chair. 
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❖ VAF is part of the Electoral Literacy Club (ELC) program of ECI. 

❖ The ELC program envisages setting up of Electoral Literacy Club in every educational 

institution and Chunav Pathshala at every booth to cover those outside the formal education 

system. 

6. POLL SYMBOLS 

❖ Context: Aam Aadmi Party moved the Delhi High Court, seeking to restrain another party 

named Aapki Apni Party from using the battery torch symbol. 

❖ It is because the battery torch, with rays of light on top, is similar to AAP’s broom symbol. 

❖ This along with the similar name is likely to confuse voters. 

❖ The Election Commission has two lists of symbols namely reserved and free. 

❖ Reserved symbols are allotted to candidates sponsored by recognized state or national parties. 

❖ Similarly, a list of free symbols is prepared by ECI for independent candidates or those from 

unrecognized parties. 

❖ These candidates have to choose three symbols from the list at the time of submission of 

nomination papers. 

❖ One of the three will be allocated to him/her. 

❖ Any choice other than from the list will be summarily rejected. 

❖ Two or more recognized political parties can have the same symbol provided they are not 

contenders in the same State or Union Territory. 
 

8. SNAP ELECTION 

❖ Context: Israel will go for snap elections in April 2019. In India, Telangana state has gone for 

snap elections for the state legislative assembly. 

What is a Snap Election? 

❖ It is an election called earlier than expected. 

❖ Generally, it refers to an election in a parliamentary system called when it is not required 

either by law or convention, usually to capitalize on a unique electoral opportunity or to decide 

a pressing issue. 

❖ It differs from a recall election in that it is initiated by politicians (usually the head of 

government or ruling party) rather than voters, and from a by-election in that the winners will 

serve an entire term as opposed to the remainder of an already established term. 

❖ Since the power to call snap elections usually lies with the incumbent, they usually result in 

increased majorities for the party already in power having been called at an advantageous 

time. 
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9.APPOINTMENT OF ELECTION COMMISSIONER 

❖ Under article 324 Election commission (EC) consist of Chief election commissioner and such 

number of other election commissioners (fixed by president time to time), as of now the EC 

consist of one CEC and 2 Election commissioners. 

❖ Chief Election commissioner and other election commissioners are appointed by the President 

of India. 

❖ Chief Election commissioner is the chairman of election commission; the CEC and other 

Election Commissioners have equal powers and receive equal salary and other emoluments 

similar to those of a Supreme Court judge. 

❖ The Chief Election Commissioner or an Election Commissioner shall hold office for a term of 

six years or until they attain the age of 65, whichever is earlier. 

❖ Recently Supreme Court directed that the appointment process of Central Information 

Commissioner (CIC) is on the “same terms” of appointment of Chief Election commissioner. 

 

10. REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2017 - 

PROXY VOTING 

❖ Context: The Representation of the People (Amendment) Bill, 2017 proposes to amend the 

Registration of Electors Rules, 1960, which stipulates the physical presence of the overseas 

electors in the respective polling station. 

❖ This will lay down the procedure by which NRIs could nominate their proxies. 

❖ Proxy voting - Voting in an Indian election can be done in three ways - in person, by post or 

through a proxy. 

❖ Under proxy voting, a registered elector can delegate his/her voting power to a representative. 

Only a “classified service voter” is allowed to nominate a proxy to cast vote on his/her behalf.  

 

❖ The definition includes members of the armed forces, BSF, CRPF, CISF, General Engineering 

Reserve Force and Border Road Organisation. 
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CHAPTER – 7 CONSTITUTIONAL, REGULATORY, QUASI-JUDICIAL 

& OTHER BODIES 

1. NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR BACKWARD CLASSES (NCBC) 

❖ Context: The Lok Sabha unanimously passed the Bill for constitutional status to the National 

Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC). 

❖ National Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC) - It is a Constitutional body set up under 

the123rd constitutional amendment bill 2018 and 102nd amendment act under the provisions 

of Article 338B of Indian Constitution. The commission consists of one chairman and five 

Members, appointed by the President with the term of three years. It comes under the Ministry 

of Social Justice an Empowerment. 

❖ It has the power to examine complaints regarding inclusion or exclusion of groups within the 

list of backward classes, and advise the central government in this regard. 

❖ The National Commission for Backward Classes is not yet empowered to look into the 

grievances of persons of Other Backward Classes. This responsibility continues to be vested 

with the National Commission for Scheduled Castes. The central and state governments will be 

required to consult with the NCBC on all major policy matters affecting the socially and 

educationally backward classes. 

❖ The NCBC will be required to present annual reports to the President on working of the 

safeguards for backward classes. 

 

 2. CENTRAL VIGILANCE COMMISSION 

❖ Context: Ex-Chief of NIA Sharad Kumar has been appointed as the Vigilance Commissioner 

in the Central Vigilance Commission, New Delhi for a term of four years. 

❖ The Central Vigilance Commission was set up by the Government in February, 1964 on the 

recommendations of the Committee on Prevention of Corruption, headed by Shri K. 

Santhanam, to advise and guide Central Government agencies in the field of vigilance. 

❖ CVC is conceived to be the apex vigilance institution, free of control from any executive 

authority, monitoring all vigilance activity under the Central Government. 

It advises various authorities in Central Government organizations in planning, executing, 

reviewing and reforming their vigilance work. The Central Vigilance Commission Act 2003  

came into effect from 2003.  

❖ The Central Vigilance Commissioner (CVC) is the Chairperson and the Vigilance 

Commissioners (Members) of the Committee, on whose recommendations, the Central 

Government appoints the Director of Enforcement. CVC shall have all the powers of a civil 

court while conducting any inquiry under sec 11 of the Act. 
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3. CENTRAL INFORMATION COMMISSION 

❖ Context: The government has appointed Sudhir Bhargava as the new Chief Information 

Commissioner. 

❖ The Commission has been constituted under the Right to Information Act, 2005. 

❖ The jurisdiction of the Commission extends over all Central Public Authorities. 

❖ It is the highest appellate body under the Right to Information Act. 

❖ The Commission includes 1 Chief Information Commissioner (CIC) and not more than 10 

Information Commissioners (IC) who are appointed by the President of India. 

❖ CIC and other ICs shall hold once for a term of five years from the date on which he enters 

upon his once and shall not be eligible for reappointment. 

CIC/IC is appointed by a selection committee consists of: 

❖ The Prime Minister, who shall be the Chairperson of the committee 

❖ The Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha, 

❖ A Union Cabinet Minister to be nominated by the Prime Minister. 
 

 

4. SERIOUS FRAUD INVESTIGATION OFFICE 

❖ Context: The Home Ministry has authorised the Serious Fraud Investigation Office (SFIO), a 

statutory corporate fraud investigation agency, to request Lookout Circulars (LOCs) against 

wilful defaulters and fraudsters, if it feels the suspect may escape from India. 

About Serious Fraud Investigation Office: 

❖ It was established through an executive resolution (not a statutory body). 

❖ It is under the ministry of Corporate Affairs. 

❖ It was set up in 2003, on the recommendation of Naresh Chandra Committee. 

❖ The SFIO makes investigations under the provisions of the Companies Act, 1956 and also 

forwards the investigated reports on violations of the provisions of other acts to the concerned 

agencies for prosecution/appropriate action. 

❖ The SFIO is a multi-disciplinary organisation consisting of experts in the field of accountancy, 

forensic auditing, law, information technology, investigation, company law, capital market and 

taxation for detecting and prosecuting or recommending for prosecution white collar crimes/  

frauds. SFIO may also take up cases on its own; it investigates serious cases of fraud received 

from Department of Company Affairs. 

❖ Whether an investigation should be taken or not up, is decided by the Director SFIO, who will 

be expected to record the reasons in writing. This decision is further subject to review by a 

coordination committee. 
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5. NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL 

❖ Context: Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel recently assumed charge as chairperson of the NGT. 

❖ He is the third chairperson of the NGT since its inception in 2010. 

❖ NGT was established in 2010 under NGT Act with its principal bench in Delhi. 

❖ Its objective is to provide an effective and speedy disposal of cases pertaining to environment 

protection, conservation of forests and for seeking compensation for damages caused to people 

or property due to violation of environmental laws. 

❖ The NGT has the power to hear all civil cases relating to environmental issues that are linked 

to the following laws – 

❖ The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 

❖ The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 

❖ The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 

❖ The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986; 

❖ The Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991; 

❖ The Biological Diversity Act, 2002. 

❖ The NGT has not been vested with powers to hear any matter relating to the Wildlife 

(Protection) Act, 1972, the Indian Forest Act, 1927 and various laws enacted by States relating 

to forests, tree preservation etc. 

❖ The NGT is not bound by the procedure laid down under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, 

but shall be guided by principles of natural justice. 
 

 

6. DIRECTORATE OF REVENUE INTELLIGENCE (DRI) 

❖ Context: The officers of Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) have affected a seizure of 32 

kgs of foreign origin gold valued at Rs 10.32 Crore, smuggled from China into India through 

the Indo-China Border in the State of Sikkim. 

❖ The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence is the apex anti-smuggling agency of India. 

❖ It is working under the Central Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs, Ministry of Finance, and 

Government of India. 

❖ It is tasked with detecting and curbing smuggling of contraband, including drug tracking and 

illicit international trade in wildlife and environmentally sensitive items, as well as combating 

commercial frauds related to international trade and evasion of Customs duty. 

❖ DRI was previously ‘C.R.I.B.’ (Central Revenue Intelligence Bureau) which was made in 1953. 
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7. ANIMAL WELFARE BOARD OF INDIA 

❖ It is a statutory, advisory body established under Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (PCA) Act, 

1960. 

❖ It is within the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change. 

❖ It ensures implementation of the animal welfare laws in the country and provides grants to 

animal welfare organizations and advice the Centre, States and UTs on animal welfare issues. 

❖ As per the Act, the Board comprises of 28 Members including 6 MPs (4 from Lok Sabha and 2 

from Rajya Sabha) with the term of 3 years. 

❖ It is headquartered at Ballabhgarh in Haryana. 

❖ Recently, the board has issued directives to all the state departments to save stray animals 

from cruelty. 

 

8. COMPETITION COMMISSION OF INDIA 

❖ The Competition Commission of India (CCI) is a statutory body of the Government of India 

responsible for enforcing the Competition Act, 2002. 

❖ Competition Act, 2002 prohibits anti-competitive agreements. 

❖ It is the duty of the Commission to eliminate practices having adverse effect on competition, to 

promote and sustain competition, protect the interests of consumers and ensure freedom of 

trade in the markets of India. 

❖ The Competition Act, 2002, authorises the CCI to impose fewer penalties on firms that provide 

“full and true disclosure” of any cartel they are part of. 

❖ This process of imposing zero or fewer penalties in dealing with cases related to cartelisation is 

❖ Known as Leniency Regime. 
 

9. BUREAU OF INDIAN STANDARDS 

❖ Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) is the National Standard body of India which sets the quality 

regulations for various products. 

❖ BIS is set to formulate new standards to measure quality of services offered to consumers 

across different sectors. 

❖ The initial focus will be the 12 champion services sectors identified by the government. 

❖ These include IT, tourism and hospitality, transport and logistics, accounting and finance 

services, legal services, communication services and construction. 

❖ A framework for quality services will be provided to consumers and a benchmark to deal with 

consumer complaints will be set by BIS. 
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10. WILDLIFE CRIME CONTROL BUREAU 

❖ Recently WCCB has received United Nation’s Environment award. 

❖ Wildlife Crime Control Bureau is a statutory body established by the Government of India 

under the MoEFCC, to combat organized wildlife crime in the country. 

❖ Under Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972, it is mandated: 

❖ To collect and collate intelligence related to organized wildlife crime activities. 

❖ To disseminate the same to State and other enforcement agencies for immediate action so as to 

apprehend the criminals. To establish a centralized wildlife crime data bank. 

❖ Co-ordinate actions by various agencies in connection with the enforcement of the provisions 

of the Act.  

❖ Apart from these functions WCCB also assists and advise the Customs authorities in inspection 

of the consignments of flora & fauna as per the provisions of Wild Life Protection Act, CITES 

and EXIM Policy governing such an item. 
 

 

11. NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR WOMEN (NCW) 

❖ The National Commission for Women is a statutory body set up under the National 

Commission for Women Act, 1990. It aims to review the Constitutional and legal safeguards 

for women; recommend remedial legislative measures, facilitate redress of grievances and 

advise the Government on all policy matters affecting women.  

❖ The subjects of their campaigns have included dowry, politics, religion, equal representation 

for women in jobs, and the exploitation of women for labour. The commission regularly 

publishes a monthly newsletter, Rashtra Mahila, in both Hindi and English. 
 

12. CENTRAL ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION (CERC) 

❖ The Central Electricity Regulatory Commission (CERC) had been established by the 

Government of India under the provisions of the Electricity Regulatory Commissions (ERC) 

Act, 1998. CERC is the Central Commission for the purposes of the Electricity Act, 2003 which 

has repealed the ERC Act, 1998.  

❖ The Commission consists of a Chairperson and four other Members including Chairperson, 

Central Electricity Authority who is the ex-officio Member of the Commission. 

❖ Major functions of CERC under the Act, inter-alia, are 

❖ To regulate the tariff of generating companies owned or controlled by the Central Government, 

❖ To regulate the tariff of other generating companies having a composite scheme for generation 

and sale of electricity in more than one State, 

❖ To regulate the inter-State transmission of electricity and to determine tariff for such 

transmission of electricity, etc. 
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13. NATIONAL PHARMACEUTICAL AND PRICING AUTHORITY 

(NPPA) 

❖ NPPA is an organization of the Government of India and is under the Ministry of Chemicals 

and Fertilizer. 

❖ It was established to fix/ revise the prices of controlled bulk drugs and formulations and to 

enforce prices and availability of the medicines in the country, under the Drugs (Prices 

Control) Order, 1995. 

❖ The organization is also entrusted with the task of recovering amounts overcharged by 

manufacturers for the controlled drugs from the consumers. 

❖ It also monitors the availability of drugs, identify shortages, if any, and to take remedial steps. 

❖ It collects/ maintains data on production, exports and imports, market share of individual 

companies, profitability of companies etc, for bulk drugs and formulations. 
 

14. NATIONAL STATISTICAL COMMISSION (NSC) 

❖ The Government of India through a resolution in 2005 set up the National Statistical 

Commission (NSC): 

❖ The setting up of the NSC followed the decision of the Cabinet to accept the recommendations 

of the Rangarajan Commission, which reviewed the Indian Statistical System in 2001. 

❖ The NSC was constituted with a mandate to evolve policies, priorities and standards in 

statistical matters. 

❖ NSC works under the Ministry of Statistics and Program Implementation. 

❖ The NSC has four Members besides a Chairperson, each having specialization and experience 

in specified statistical fields. 

❖ The Chief Statistician of India is the Secretary of the Commission. 

 

15. QUALITY COUNCIL OF INDIA 

❖ Quality Council of India (QCI) is an autonomous organization under the Department for 

Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade, Ministry of Commerce and Industry, established in 

1997. 

❖ It is the Quality Apex and National Accreditation Body for accreditation and quality promotion 

in India. 

❖ The Council was established to provide a credible, reliable mechanism for third party 

assessment of products, services and processes which is accepted and recognized globally. 
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16. NATIONAL ACCREDITATION BOARD FOR HOSPITALS & 

HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS (NABH) 

❖ NABH, a constituent body of QCI, has been working to ensure reliability, efficiency and global 

accreditation in Indian healthcare sector using contemporary methodologies and tools, 

standards of patient safety and infection control. NABH accreditation provides assurance of 

quality and care in hospitals at par with international benchmarks. NABH has designed an 

exhaustive healthcare standard for hospitals and healthcare providers that have been 

accredited by ISQUA the apex international accreditation body. 

 

17. NATIONAL ANTI-DOPING AGENCY (NADA) 

❖ It was set up as a registered society under the Societies Registration Act of 1890 on 2005. 

❖ It was set up with a mandate for Dope free sports in India. 

❖ The primary objectives are 

✓ To implement anti-doping rules as per WADA code 

✓ Regulate dope control program 

✓ To promote education and research and creating awareness about doping and its ill effects 
 

18. CENTRAL ADOPTION RESOURCE AUTHORITY 

❖ It is a statutory body under the Ministry of Women and Child Development. 

❖ It functions as the nodal body for adoption of orphan, abandoned and surrendered children 

and is mandated to monitor and regulate the same. Hague Convention on Inter-country 

Adoption, 1993 was ratified by the Govt of India in 2003. In accordance with the provisions of 

the convention, CARA was designated as the Central Authority to deal with inter-country 

adoptions. It permits a single woman to adopt a child of any gender, while single men can 

adopt only boys. 

19. NATIONAL TESTING AGENCY (NTA) 

❖ It is being setup by Union Human Resource and Development ministry. 

❖ Its main purpose is to conduct entrance examinations for higher educational institutions. 

❖ Union HRD has recently proposed that NTA will also train paper setters to set better question 

papers and provide better model answers. It will take over all examinations from the CBSE 

such as JEE, NEET except the 10th and 12th board examination. It will be registered as a 

society under the Indian Societies Registration Act. The entrance examinations will be 

conducted in online mode at least twice a year, giving adequate opportunity to candidates. It 

will be given a one-time grant of Rs.25 crore from the Government to start its operation in the 

first year. Thereafter, it will be financially self-sustainable. 
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20. CENTRAL WAQF COUNCIL 

❖ Context: For the first time since the Independence, the Central Government has been 

providing 100 per cent financial help to utilise Waqf properties across the country for 

educational empowerment and job-oriented skill development of the needy sections of the 

society. 

Central Waqf Council: 

❖ Minister for Minority Affairs, Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi chaired the 79th meeting of the Central 

Waqf Council (CWC) in Kashmir. 

❖ It is a statutory body under the administrative control of the Ministry of Minority Affairs. 

❖ It was set up in 1964, as per the provision given in the Waqf Act, 1954 as National Level Apex 

Advisory Body to the Central Government on matters concerning the working of the Waqf 

Boards and the due administration of Waqfs in the country. The Council has also been 

empowered to advise the State Governments and State Waqf Boards. In addition to the 

expanded role of advice, it can also issue directives to the boards, State Government to furnish 

information to the Council on the performance of the board particularly on their financial 

performance, survey revenue records encroachment of Waqf properties and Annual and Audit 

report etc. 

❖ The Council consists of Chairperson, who is the Union Minister in charge of Waqf and such 

other members, not exceeding 20 in number, as may be appointed by the Government of 

India. 

Office of the central Waqf Council -New Delhi 

❖ Vision: Protection, Retrieval and E-monitoring of Auqaf under the provision of Waqf 

(Amendment) Act, 2013. 

❖ Mission: Proactive role in protection development of Auqaf & to work closely with the State 

Waqf Boards to improve their functioning. 

 

21. HIGHER EDUCATION FINANCING AGENCY (HEFA) 

❖ HEFA was formed as a non-banking financial company to give a major push for creation of 

high-quality infrastructure in premier educational institutions. It was registered as a Section 8 

Company under the Companies Act 2013. It was set up as a joint venture between the HRD 

ministry and Canara bank. Union Cabinet has recently permitted HEFA to mobilise Rs. 1 lakh 

crore to fund research and academic infrastructure in higher educational institutions by 2022. 

The funding will also be available to government-run schools Kendriya Vidyalayas and 

Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas. All the Centrally Funded Institutions will have to repay the 

borrowed amount (loans) in a time frame of over 10 years. 
 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/
http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


www. Vetriiias.com / www.iasgatewayy.com 044-26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

      

 

                45 | P a g e  

 

www.iasgatewayy.com     Daily Current Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests 

 

22. DEFENCE ACQUISITION COUNCIL 

❖ It was constituted in 2001 to ensure expeditious procurement of the approved requirements of 

the Armed Forces in prescribed time frame by optimally utilizing the allocated budgetary 

resources. 

❖ DAC is headed by Union Defence Ministry. 

❖ It will give policy guidelines to acquisitions, based on long-term procurement plans. 

❖ It will also clear all acquisitions, including imported equipment and those produced 

indigenously or under a foreign licence. 

It will preside over 3 wings, 

❖ Defence Procurement Board which will deal with purchases 

❖ Defence Production Board which will supervise procurement from indigenous sources, such as 

ordnance factories and equipment manufactured under a foreign licence 

❖ Defence Research and Development Board 
 

23. FINANCIAL STABILITY AND DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 

❖ The council has met recently to discuss the issue of real interest rate, current liquidity 

situation. 

❖ FSDC was established in 2010 with Union Finance Minister as its Chairman. 

❖ Its members include:  

1. The heads of financial sector regulators (RBI, SEBI, PFRDA, and IRDA) 

2. Finance Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs 

3. Secretary, Department of Financial Services 

4. Chief Economic Adviser 

5. Chairman of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board 

FSDC has two core functions: 

❖ To perform as an apex level forum to strengthen and institutionalize the mechanism for 

maintaining financial stability 

❖ To enhance inter-regulatory coordination and promote financial sector development in the 

country. 

❖  It focuses on financial literacy and financial inclusion. 

❖ It monitors macro-prudential supervision of the economy and also assesses the functioning of 

the large financial conglomerates. 

❖ FSDC sub-committee is chaired by the Governor of RBI. 
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CHAPTER – 8 - BILLS & ACTS 

1. BILL ON RIGHT TO RECALL LEGISLATORS 

❖ Context: Feroze Varun Gandhi, a Member of Parliament has introduced a bill in Parliament on 

the right to recall. 

❖ Right to Recall–It is conferred to the Citizens by the virtue of which they can initiate a 

procedure to remove an elected official from office through a direct vote before their term has 

ended. 

Status of Right to Recall in India 

❖ The concept of “Rajdharma” during the Vedic times is similar to the concept of Right to Recall. 

❖ In 1944, M.N. Roy proposed for option of recall of representatives. 

❖ The Representation of Peoples Act (RPA) 1951 talks about Right to Recall. 

❖ Right to recall exists in the local bodies of Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, and Chhattisgarh. 

Advantages of Right to Recall 

❖ Ensures vertical accountability of a person in a democracy. 

❖ Criminalization of politics would reduce. 

❖ Raise inclusiveness and engender direct democracy. 

❖ Election promises would be fulfilled by the representative due to the apprehension that he may 

be kicked out if he does not keep promises. To deepen democracy, the right to recall must be 

given hand in hand with the right to vote. 

❖ Having the system of recall will deter candidates from spending crores of money in 

campaigning for the elections because they will always have a fear of being recalled. 

Disadvantages of Right to Recall: 

❖ Right to recall creates an additional burden on the Election Commission. 

❖ It will also place undue pressure on limited resources such as manpower, time, money etc. 

❖ The criteria provided for recall viz., the dissatisfaction of the electorate with the performance 

of the candidate, are vague and provide immense scope for misuse. 

❖ The representative would be under constant pressure to work the way people want him. 

❖ Political rivals would make an issue out of smallest of the mistake of the representative and 

demand a recall election. It may lead to ‘excess’ of democracy and this will hamper the 

independence of the legislators. 

2. HIV/AIDS ACT, 2017 

❖ Context: The Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare issued a notification for bringing 

in the HIV/AIDS Act, 2017 which safeguards the rights of people living with HIV and affected 

by HIV in force with effect from September 10, 2018. 
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Grounds on which discrimination against HIV positive persons is prohibited: 

❖ Employment 

❖ Educational establishments 

❖ Health care services 

❖ Residing or renting property 

❖ Standing for public or private office 

❖ Provision of insurance (unless based on actuarial studies) 

❖ The requirement for HIV testing as a pre-requisite for obtaining employment or accessing 

health care or education is also prohibited. 

Key Provisions: 

❖ The Act seeks to prevent and control the spread of HIV and AIDS, prohibits discrimination 

against persons with HIV and AIDS. 

❖ Informed consent and disclosure of HIV status: The Bill requires that no HIV test, medical 

treatment, or research will be conducted on a person without his informed consent. 

❖ Every HIV infected or affected person below the age of 18 years has the right to reside in a 

shared household and enjoy the facilities of the household. 

❖ The Act also prohibits any individual from publishing information or advocating feelings of 

hatred against HIV positive persons and those living with them. 

❖ Guardianship: A person between the age of 12 to 18 years who has sufficient maturity in 

understanding and managing the affairs of his HIV or AIDS affected family is competent to act  

as a guardian of another sibling below 18 years of age in the matters relating to admission to 

educational establishments, operating bank accounts, managing property, care and treatment. 

Role of the Ombudsman: An ombudsman shall be appointed by each state government to 

inquire into complaints related to the violation of the Act and the provision of health care 

services.  

❖ It penalises “propagation of hatred” against HIV affected person where a violator could be 

punished with a minimum jail term of three months to a maximum of two years and can be 

fined up to Rs 1 lakh. It makes Anti-Retroviral Treatment (ART) a legal right for all HIV/AIDS 

patients. It adopted “test and treat” policy which means any person testing positive will be 

entitled for free treatment by the state and central government. Earlier, this was restricted by a 

CD4 count rate.  

❖ Every person in the care and custody of the state shall have right to HIV prevention, testing, 

treatment and counselling services. The Union and State Governments shall take measures to 

prevent the spread of HIV or AIDS, provide anti-retroviral therapy and infection management 

for persons with HIV or AIDS, and facilitate their access to welfare schemes especially for 

women and children, and others. 
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3. PREVENTION OF CORRUPTION (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2018 

Provisions of the Bill: 

❖ The Bill introduces the offence of giving a bribe as a direct offence. However, a person who is 

compelled to give a bribe will not be charged with the offence, if s/he reports the matter to law 

enforcement authorities within seven days. 

❖ The Bill makes specific provisions related to giving a bribe to a public servant, and giving a 

bribe by a commercial organisation. 

❖ The Bill redefines criminal misconduct to only cover misappropriation of property and 

possession of disproportionate assets. It does not cover circumstances where the public 

official: (i) uses illegal means, (ii) abuses his position, or (iii) disregards public interest and 

obtains a valuable thing or reward for himself or another person. 

❖ The Bill modifies the definitions and penalties for offences related to taking a bribe, being a 

habitual offender and abetting an offence. 

❖ It introduces the powers and procedures for the attachment and forfeiture of property of 

public servants accused of corruption. 

❖ The Bill adds the provision for prior sanction to prosecute former officials. The Act only 

provided for the prior sanction to prosecute serving public officials. 

❖ It deletes the provision that protects a bribe giver from prosecution, for any statement made by 

him during a corruption trial. This may prevent bribe givers from appearing as witnesses in 

court. Under the Act, a person is proven guilty for the offences of taking a bribe, being a 

habitual offender or abetting an offence. The Bill amends this provision to only cover the 

offence of taking a bribe. 

❖ It provides more stringent punishment for the offences of bribery, both for the bribe giver and 

the bribe taker. It provides for seven years of imprisonment or a fine or both for the bribe 

givers. 
 

4. FUGITIVE ECONOMIC OFFENDERS BILL, 2018 

Fugitive Economic Offender: 

❖ A fugitive economic offender is any individual against whom a warrant for arrest in relation to 

a scheduled offence such as cheating, forgery or corruption has been issued by any court of 

India who, either leaves or has left India to avoid criminal prosecution or refuses to return to 

India to face criminal prosecution. 

Salient Features of the Bill: 

❖ The bill provides for the creation of a ‘Special Court’ under the Prevention of Money-

laundering Act, 2002 to declare a person as a Fugitive Economic Offender. 
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❖ The process of repatriation of an economic fugitive under the act begins with the submission of 

an application before the special court declaring that an individual is a fugitive economic 

offender. 

❖  After going through the application, the special court would issue a notice to the individual 

alleged to be a fugitive economic offender.  

❖ This would be followed by confiscation of the individual’s properties, located both in India and 

abroad including benami property, resulting from the proceeds of crime. 

❖ The offender would be disentitled from defending any civil claim. 

❖ If at any point during the course of the proceedings the alleged Fugitive Economic Offender 

returns to India and submits to the appropriate jurisdictional Court, proceedings under the 

proposed Act would come to an end. 

Significance: 

❖ The bill aims to lay down measures to deter fugitive economic offenders from evading the 

process of Indian law by remaining outside the jurisdiction of Indian courts. 

❖ The bill’s implementation is expected to restore law and order, as the fugitive economic 

offenders would be forced to return to India to face trial for their offences. 

❖ The bill would also help the banks and other financial institutions to achieve higher recovery 

from financial defaults committed by such fugitive economic offenders and thus improving the 

financial health of such institutions. 

 

5. NATIONAL MEDICAL COMMISSION BILL, 2017 

Medical Council of India: 

❖ It was established under the Indian Medical Council Act, 1956 in order to maintain standards 

of medical education, give approval to establish medical colleges, medical courses, and 

recognise medical qualifications. The MCI was also responsible for the regulation of medical 

practice, including registering doctors in an All India Medical Register. 

Key features of the Bill: 

❖ The bill provides for the constitution of four autonomous boards entrusted with conducting 

undergraduate and postgraduate education, assessment and accreditation of medical 

institutions and registration of practitioners under the National Medical Commission. 

❖ As per the Bill, the government, under the National Medical Commission (NMC), can dictate 

guidelines for fees up to 40% of seats in private medical colleges. This is aimed at giving 

students relief from the exorbitant fees charged by these colleges and is a standout feature of 

the bill. 
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❖ The bill also has a provision for a common entrance exam and licentiate (exit) exam that 

medical graduates have to pass before practising or pursuing PG courses. For MBBS, students 

have to clear NEET, and before they step into practice, they must pass the exit exam. 

❖ Recognised medical institutions don’t need the regulator’s permission to add more seats or 

start PG course.  

❖ This mechanism to reduce the discretionary powers of the regulator. 

❖ Earlier, medical colleges required the MCI’s approval for establishment, recognition, renewal 

of the yearly permission or recognition of degrees, and even increase the number of students 

they admitted.  

❖ Under the new bill, the powers of the regulator are reduced to establishment and recognition. 

This means less red tape, but also less scrutiny of medical colleges. 
 

 

6. ALLIED AND HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONS BILL, 2018 

❖ Allied and Healthcare Professionals: According to the World Health Organization (WHO), 

Allied health personnel are personnel who have specific connections with the art and science of 

health care and are recognised as members of the health team in the national health system 

The Bill provides for: 

❖ Central Council comprising 47 members, of which 14 members shall be ex-officio representing 

diverse and related roles and functions and remaining 33 shall be non-ex-officio members who 

mainly represent the 15 professional categories. 

❖ State Councils are also envisioned to mirror the Central Council, comprising 7 ex-officio and 21 

non-ex-officio members and Chairperson to be elected from amongst the non-ex-officio 

members. 

❖ Professional Advisory Bodies under Central and State Councils will examine issues 

independently and provide recommendations relating to specific recognised categories. 

❖ The Bill will also have an overriding effect on any other existing law for any of the covered 

professions. 

❖ The State Council will undertake recognition of allied and healthcare institutions. 

❖ Offences and Penalties clause have been included in the Bill to check malpractices. 

❖ The Bill also empowers the Central and State Governments to make rules. 

❖ An Interim Council will be constituted within six months of passing of the Act, holding charge 

for a period of two years until the establishment of the Central Council. 

❖ Councils will also be supported by Central and State Governments respectively through Grant-

in-aid as needed. 
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7. TRANSGENDER BILL 2016 

Highlights of the Bill: 

❖ The Bill defines a transgender person as one who is partly female or male; or a combination of female 

and male; or neither female nor male. In addition, the person’s gender must not match the gender 

assigned at birth, and includes trans-men, trans-women, persons with intersex variations and gender-

queers. A transgender person must obtain a certificate of identity as proof of recognition of identity as a 

transgender person and to invoke rights under the Bill. 

❖ Such a certificate would be granted by the District Magistrate on the recommendation of a Screening 

Committee. The Committee would comprise a medical officer, a psychologist or psychiatrist, a district 

welfare officer, a government official, and a transgender person. 

❖ The Bill prohibits discrimination against a transgender person in areas such as education, employment, 

and healthcare. It directs the central and state governments to provide welfare schemes in these areas. 

Offences like compelling a transgender person to beg, denial of access to a public place, physical and 

sexual abuse, etc. would attract up to two years’ imprisonment and a fine. 

 

8. PRIVATE BILL 

What is a Private Member Bill? 

❖ Private member’s bills are piloted by non-Minister MPs. Their purpose is to draw the 

government’s attention to what individual MPs see as issues and gaps in the existing legal 

framework, which require legislative intervention. 

❖ Any MP who is not a Minister is referred to as a private member. Both Ministers and private 

members contribute to the law-making process. Bills introduced by Ministers are referred to as 

government bills. They are backed by the government, and reflect its legislative agenda. 

Differences between Private and Public Bill: 

 

PUBLIC BILL PRIVATE BILL 

It is introduced by a minister. 

It can be introduced by any member of the Parliament other than a 

minister. 

It reflects the policies of the government (ruling party).  It reflects the mood of the political party on the public matter. 

  It has greater chance to be passed by the parliament. It is less likely to be passed by the parliament. 

  Its rejection in the lower house of the parliament may lead to the 

resignation of the while cabinet. 

Its rejection by the house has no implication on the parliamentary 

confidence of the ruling party. 

  Its introduction in the house requires 7 days prior notice. Its introduction in the house requires one month’s prior notice. 

  It is drafted by the concerned department in consultation with the law 

department. Its drafting is the responsibility of the members concerned. 
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9. JAMMU KASHMIR: ROSHNI ACT 

 Context: The State Administrative Council (SAC) headed by Jammu & Kashmir Governor 

Satya Pal Malik repealed the Jammu and Kashmir State Lands (Vesting of Ownership to the 

Occupants) Act, 2001, popularly known as the Roshni Act. 

 Why known as Roshni: Generated revenue would be spent on commissioning hydroelectric 

power projects, hence it was named as “Roshni”. The decision to repeal the Roshni Act came 

after demands from IkkJutt Jammu, a hard-line Hindu group. 

About Roshni Act: 

❖ Enacted in 2001, it dealt with transfer of ownership rights of state land to its occupants, 

subject to the payment of a cost, as determined by the government. 

❖ Initially, 1990 was set as the cut off for encroachment on state land. It was later revised in 

2004 and sand 2007. The government’s target was to earn Rs25000 crore by transferring 20 

lakh kanals of state land to existing occupants against payment at market rates. 

❖ Later amendment was made which gave ownership rights of agricultural land to farmers 

occupying it for free, charging them only Rs.100 per kanal as documentation fee. 
 

 

10. THE CITIZENSHIP (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2016 

❖ It is to provide citizenship to illegal migrants, from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan, 

who are of Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, and Parsi or Christian extraction. 

❖ The Act doesn’t have a provision for Muslim sects who also face persecution in Pakistan. 

❖ According to the Citizenship Act, 1955, an illegal immigrant is one who enters India without a 

valid passport or with forged documents or, a person who stays beyond the visa permit. 

❖ The Bill is designed to grant citizenship to non-Muslim refugees persecuted in neighbouring 

countries; National Register of Citizens does not distinguish migrants on the basis of religion. 

 

11. CONSUMER PROTECTION BILL 2018 

❖ The Bill enforces consumer rights and provides a mechanism for redressal of complaints 

regarding defect in goods and deficiency in services. 

❖ The Bill sets up a Central Consumer Protection Authority to promote, protect and enforce 

consumer rights as a class. If a consumer suffers an injury from a defect in a good or a 

deficiency in service, he may file a claim of product liability against the manufacturer, the 

seller, or the service provider. 

❖ Consumers in India have been guaranteed rights by the Consumer Protection Act, 1986 of 

Parliament, namely: Right to Safety; Right to be informed; Right to choose; Right to be heard; 

Right to seek redressal; Right to consumer education. 
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12. NEW DELHI INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION CENTRE 

ORDINANCE, 2019 

❖ It is aimed to bring targeted reforms to develop itself as a flagship institution for conducting 

international and domestic arbitration 

❖ It will provide facilities and administrative assistance for conciliation mediation and arbitral 

proceedings. 

❖ NDIAC will be headed by a chairperson who has been a Judge of the Supreme Court or a 

❖ Judge of a High Court or an eminent person. 

❖ There will be two Full time or Part time Members from amongst eminent persons having 

substantial knowledge and experience in institutional arbitration, both domestic and 

international. 

Bill against witch hunting: 

❖ Witch-hunting involves casting a spell on women victims to gain control over them by magic. 

❖ The victim who is branded as a witch is subjected to numerous forms of torture, beatings, and 

burns, paraded naked through the village, forced to eat human excrement and sometimes even 

raped. 

❖ In India, witch hunting dates back hundreds of years. 

❖ It emanated in the Morigaon district of Assam which is now infamously known as the ‘Indian 

Capital of Black Magic’. 

❖ Assam Witch Hunting (Prohibition, Prevention and Protection) Bill, 2015 considers the act of 

witch hunting as cognizable, non-bailable and non-compoundable offense. 

❖ It prescribes a prison term of up to seven years and up to Rs. 5 lakh in fine for calling a person 

witch. It also has provisions to come with Section 302 of the IPC (punishment for murder) if 

someone is killed after being branded a witch. 
 

13. ANTI-GRAFT AMENDMENT BILL 

❖ The bill amends the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988. 

❖ The bill termed bribe as ‘Undue advantage’, defined as ‘gratification other than legal 

remuneration’. 

❖ It seeks to punish bribe-givers and bribe-takers. 

❖ The bill provides for jail terms of three to seven years, besides fine, to those convicted of taking 

or giving bribes to public officials. 

❖ The bill introduces powers and procedures for the attachment and forfeiture of property of 

public servants accused of corruption. 
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14. POCSO ACT 

❖ The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 defines a child as any person below 

the age of 18 years. 

❖ The act provides protection to all children from the offences of sexual assault, sexual 

harassment and pornography. Ministry of Women and Child Development has recently 

clarified that the POSCO act does not provide for any period of limitation for reporting the 

child sexual offences. 

❖ Now, any victim, at any age, can complain the sexual abuse faced by him/her as a child. 

❖ This has strengthened the legal provisions for the protection of children from sexual abuse and 

exploitation. 

 

15. THE DRAFT RIVER BASIN MANAGEMENT BILL, 2018 

❖ It aims to ensure comprehensive and balanced development of both catchment and command 

areas by taking basin/sub-basin as unit with unified perspectives of water in all its forms 

(including soil moisture, ground and surface water). 

❖ The draft Bill has proposed to establish 13 River Basin Authorities for various river basins of 

the country which would result in optimum integrated development and management of inter-

State River waters. 
 

16. LAW AGAINST THE OFFENCE OF SEXTORTION 

❖ Sextortion refers to sexual exploitation of women by those in positions of authority, having a 

fiduciary relationship, or a public servant. 

❖ Jammu & Kashmir has become the first State in the country to bring a law to prevent people in 

power from exploiting subordinates sexually. 

❖ J&K Governor has approved an amendment to Jammu and Kashmir Criminal Laws 

(Amendment) Bill, 2018, to incorporate the new Section. 

❖ He also approved Prevention of Corruption (Amendment) Bill, 2018 to amend the definition of 

misconduct and to provide that demand for sexual favours would also constitute misconduct 

within the meaning of Section 5. 
 

17. SURROGACY REGULATION BILL 

❖ Surrogacy is an arrangement, often supported by a legal agreement, whereby a woman agrees 

to become pregnant and give birth to a child for another person, who are or will ultimately 

become the parent(s) of the new born child. 

❖ The bill prohibits commercial surrogacy and allows altruistic surrogacy to Indian married 

couple who cannot bear children. 
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❖ Commercial surrogacy generally refers to any surrogacy arrangement in which the surrogate 

mother is compensated for her services beyond reimbursement of medical expenses. 

❖ Altruistic surrogacy refers to an arrangement in which a woman volunteers to carry a 

pregnancy for intended parents without receiving any monetary compensation in return. 

 

18. NAGALAND MUNICIPAL ACT 2001 

Nagaland Municipal Act: 

❖ It was passed by the state assembly in 2001. 

❖ First election was held in 2004 in 2 Municipal Councils and 16 Town Councils in 2004. 

❖ It was later amended in 2006; also incorporating 33% Women reservation in accordance with 

the provisions contained the article 243-T of the Constitution. 

Why Nagaland Municipal Act, 2001 needs to be reviewed? 

❖ Nagaland government is contemplating to rewrite the Nagaland Municipal Act to ensure 

smooth election to the Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) in the state as there is no women 

reservation in the Act. 

❖ In the beginning of 2017, the state had witnessed unrest and protests by tribal outfits against 

the Urban Local Body (ULB) election which was scheduled to be held on 1 February 2017. 

❖ The protests were aimed at introducing 33 per cent reservations for women in ULB elections. 
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CHAPTER – 9 - GOVERNANCE ISSUES 

1. PERFORMANCE APPRAISAL SYSTEM IN BUREAUCRACY 

❖ Performance Appraisal System – It may be defined as a periodical stocktaking of the quality, 

quantity and style of the present and potent of all performance of an officer with a view to 

providing personnel information on to government and developmental feedback to the officer 

concerned. The performance of every Government servant is assessed annually through 

his/her Confidential Report. 

Appraisal process in India 

❖ The Reporting Officer, at the beginning of the year, has to set quantitative/ physical targets in 

consultation with each of the Government servants. 

❖ The Confidential Report is initiated by the Government servant to be reported upon, who gives 

a brief description of his/her duties. He / She specifies the targets set for him wherever 

applicable, achievements against each target, shortfalls, if any, constraints encountered and 

areas where the achievements have been greater. 

Issues: 

❖ System of confidential reports: The system is the old bureaucratic pattern of the colonial days 

❖ Performance Reviews: Bureaucrats come with a seniority-based promotion and a defined 

retirement age, and hence they are least bothered about their performance reviews. 

❖ Absence of team work: Most of the bureaucrats’ approach is to ‘control’ and ‘govern’, and not 

‘work as a team’ for development. 

❖ Personal Interest: The majority of bureaucrats work for themselves. There is never a ‘team 

approach’ in whatever they do and this drags the performance of the government. 

❖ Traditional governance structure: Our bureaucracy is more ‘procedure driven’ than 

‘outcome driven’. Focus is more on process regulation; compliance with centrally prescribed 

standards. 

❖ Assessment: A greater weightage is given to subjective factors than objective in the 

performance appraisal. The current system assigns 60% weightage to personal attributes and 

functional competency (a subjective assessment) and just 40% to work output (an objective 

assessment). 

❖ Nexus (Bureaucracy politicians): The concept of a “committed bureaucracy” is when Civil 

servants are aligned to political parties, leading to a spate of transfers and hounding out of 

bureaucrats following a change in political dispensation. 

❖ Lack of innovative approach: Bureaucrats failed to innovate “as they know, in the 

government, no one will question them if they stick to the status quo”. 
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2. LATERAL ENTRY IN CIVIL SERVICES 

❖ The eligibility criteria include individuals working at comparable levels in – 

✓ Private Sector Companies 

✓ Consultancy Organisations 

✓ International/Multinational Organisations 

✓ central public sector undertakings 

✓ autonomous bodies 

✓ statutory organisations 

✓ Research bodies 

✓ Universities 

❖ They are required to have a minimum of 15 years’ experience. 

❖ The recruitment will be on contract basis for 3 to 5 years. 

❖ The notification specifies a minimum age of 40 years. 

❖ The minimum qualification is graduation from a recognised university or institute. 

❖ Any higher qualification will be an added advantage. 

Arguments against Lateral entry: 

❖ It could amount to a vote of no-confidence in the government personnel management system. 

❖ It is also not clear how lateral entrants would be more performance-oriented and less process-

compliant than the civil service, considering that process compliance is the prerequisite. 

❖ The proposal for lateral entry at senior decision-making levels will increase the distance 

between policymaking and implementation. 

❖ Lastly, lateral entry would open the gates for a spoils system, drive talented people away from 

a civil service career. 

Views in Favour of Lateral Entry 

❖ Lateral Entry at the level of Secretary has shown success in the history of India. The examples 

are BimalJalan, Montek Singh Ahluwalia, ArvindVirmani, and Ashok Desai 

❖ A judicious combination of domain knowledge and relevant expertise is a critical requirement 

in governance. 

❖ The second ARC also envisaged a shift from a career-based approach to a position-based 

approach for the top tier of government jobs. 
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3. POLICE MODERNIZATION SCHEME 

Salient Features: 

❖ Special provision for availability of modern weapons, mobility of police forces, hiring of 

helicopters, National Satellite Network, CCTNS project, E-prison project etc. 

❖ Under the umbrella scheme, central budget outlay of Rs.10,132 crore has been earmarked for 

Jammu & Kashmir, North Eastern States and left wing extremism affected States. 

❖ Scheme of Special Central Assistance (SCA) for 35 worst LWE affected districts has been 

introduced. 

❖ An outlay of Rs.100 crore has been earmarked in the North Eastern States 

❖ Police Stations will be integrated to set up a national data base of crime and criminals’ records. 

❖ The umbrella scheme also provides for setting up of a State-of Art forensic science laboratory 

in Amravati, Andhra Pradesh. 
 

4. DATA PROTECTION LAW 

Key Provisions: 

❖ The draft takes into account three aspects in terms of data - the citizens, the state and the 

industry. 

❖ The draft bill notes that “the right to privacy is a fundamental right”. 

❖ Data - Critical personal data of Indian citizens should be processed in centres located within 

the country. Other personal data may be transferred outside the territory of India with some 

conditions. However, at least one copy of the data will need to be stored in India. 

❖ Violation - The draft also provides for penalties and compensation for violations of the data 

protection law. The penalty would be Rs.15 crore or 4% of the total worldwide turnover of any 

data collection/processing entity, for violating provisions. 

❖  ‘Data principal’ refers to the individual or the person providing their data. 

❖ Consent - Processing of sensitive personal data should be on the basis of “explicit consent” of 

the data principal. 

❖ Right to be forgotten - The data principal will have the right to restrict or prevent continuing 

disclosure of personal data by a data processor. 

❖ But the bill does not allow for a right of total erasure as the European Union does. 

❖ Implementation - The draft has recommended setting up a Data Protection Authority to 

prevent misuse of personal information.  

❖ The draft Bill also provides for setting up an Appellate Tribunal. 
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5. RIGHT TO INFORMATION (RTI) ACT 

❖ RTI act was enacted in 2005 which mandates timely response to citizen requests for 

government information by public authorities as well as union and state governments. 

❖ Public authority as defined by the act under Section 2(h) includes, 

❖ Any authority which is established by constitution or by any law made by the parliament or 

state legislature. Any authority created by notification issued or order made by the Central 

Government or a State Government. 

❖ Bodies owned, controlled or substantially financed by the Central Government or a State 

Government. Non-Government organisations substantially financed directly or indirectly by 

the Central Government or a State Government. 

Public Affairs Index: 

❖ The index has been developed by Bengaluru-based think tank Public Affairs Centre. 

❖ It ranks States in India based on 10 themes 30 focus subjects and 100 indicators. 

❖ The Themes include 

❖ Essential Infrastructure 

❖ Support to human development 

❖ Social protection 

❖ Women and children 

❖ Crime, Law and order, Delivery of justice, 

❖ Environment, transparency and accountability, 

❖ “Fiscal management and economic freedom. 

❖ The current edition 2018 focus on the subject “The Children of India”. 

❖ The latest index released by PAC shows that Kerala has been ranked as the number one state in 

terms of governance for the past three years, followed by Tamil Nadu. 

❖ Telangana, Himachal Pradesh and Karnataka follow the top two states. 

 
 

6. DOOR STEP DELIVERY SCHEME (DSD) 

❖ The scheme is launched by the Delhi government. 

❖ It aims to provide 40 essential government services at the door step of the people. 

❖ The residents of Delhi will get delivery of various government services, including driving 

licence, marriage certificate and ration card, at the place of their choice. In the first phase, 40 

services will be provided for a nominal charge of Rs 50. Customers will have to dial helpline 

and mobile sahayaks will be deployed by the service providers to households for collection of 

required documents and biometric data. The required services once ready, will be delivered 

through speed post. 
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7. PRISON REFORMS IN INDIA 

Facts to Know: 

❖ Over Crowding - Prison Statistics India brought out by the National Crime Records Bureau 

shows that there were nearly 4.2 lakh inmates in 1,401 facilities, with an average occupancy 

rate of 114% in most in 2015 and 67% of total inmates were under trials. 

❖ Spending - Incapacity of governments to build more and larger prisons because it as extra 

fiscal spending 

❖ Severe Staff crunch: While 33% of the total requirement of prison officials still lies vacant, 

almost 36% of vacancy for supervising officers is still unfulfilled. 

❖ Mandate - It will look into the issues including over-crowding in prisons, inhuman conditions 

of prisoners, issues related to women prisoners and suggest reforms for prisons across the 

country. 

❖ Stand of Judiciary - The fundamental rights do not part company with the prisoner at the gates 

Suggestion 

❖ The offender should be confined to the prison for only a minimum period which is absolutely 

necessary for their custody. 

❖ The women prisoners should be treated more generously and allowed to meet their children 

frequently. 

❖ Peasant class should be afforded an opportunity to go to their fields during harvesting season 

on temporary ‘ticket on leave’. 

❖ The education in prisons should be beyond three R’s and there should be greater emphasis on 

vocational training of inmates. 

❖ On completion of term of sentence, the inmates should be placed under an intensive ‘After 

Care’. 

 

❖ There is dire need to bring about a change in the public attitude towards the prison institutions 

and their management. 
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CHAPTER – 10 - MISCELLANEOUS 

1. MAPPING OF CHILD CARE INSTITUTIONS REPORT 

❖ Context: Ministry of Women and Child Development has released full report of the pan-India 

survey titled ‘Mapping and Review Exercise of Child Care Institutions’ conducted between 

December 2015 and March 2017. 

Highlights of the Survey: 

❖ The survey was conducted by Child line India Foundation and the National Commission for 

Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR). 

❖ The report highlights the poor safety and security measures, inadequate monitoring and a lack 

of effort to trace parents of missing children sent to these homes as major lacunas of the 

existing shelter homes. The detailed report shows that only 46.7% of the total homes had 

adequate number of caregivers per child. Only 28.7% centres were able to tend to inmates 

showing signs of hunger or illness and 65.9% of homes were able to actively supervise children 

under trauma. 

❖ The report also says that the lack of infrastructure facilities is “glaring” and finds that more 

than 1,000 homes did not have a dormitory for children, raising questions about sleeping 

arrangements made for them. Only 19.3% of CCIs made an effort to trace the biological parents 

of a rescued child. Similarly, a mere 18.32% of the homes made an effort to file a FIR in case of 

missing children reported to it. Only 37.21% centres-maintained records of a child being 

reunited with his or her family, such as a letter from a parent or a guardian with an identity 

proof. Children of single parents constituted a third of the total number of total children in 

homes, accounting for 1, and 20,118 children. This number is largest than any of the categories 

including orphaned or those surrendered by their parents. 

❖ According to the report many child care institutions (CCIs) recorded a poor rate of producing a 

child before the CWC, ranging from no such cases in Manipur through 17% in Kerala, 32 % in 

Uttar Pradesh to 48% in Sikkim and 50% in Uttarakhand. 
 

2. DEMOCRACY INDEX 

❖ Context: Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) has recently released the 11th edition of 

Democracy Index. Recent edition reveals that political participation is on the rise in almost 

every region of the world. 

Norway came out on top and North Korea bottom. India’s Rank: 41 (2018) 

Democracy Index: 

❖ It ranks nations on five parameters  

❖ Electoral process and pluralism 
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❖ Functioning of government 

❖ Political participation 

❖ Political culture 

❖ Civil liberties. 

❖ Among all these parameters, India fared the worst when it came to political culture. 

Highlights of the report: 

❖ For the first time in three years, the Democracy Index did not deteriorate in 2018. But nor did 

it register any progress on a global scale. Across the globe, deep disillusionment with the 

functioning of government was evident, knocking confidence in political institutions, and 

ultimately in democracy itself. 

❖ While many indicators of political participation improved in 2018, none improved more than 

women’s political participation—as measured by the proportion of women represented in the 

legislature. Western Europe continues to feature heavily among the index’s “full democracies”; 

apart from North Korea, the bottom 20 features countries are from the Middle East and North 

Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa and Eastern Europe. 

 

3. EASE OF LIVING INDEX 

❖ It is an initiative of the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) to help cities assess 

their liveability vis-a-vis global and national benchmarks. 

❖ It ranks 111 cities based on four pillars namely Institutional, Social, Economic and Physical. 

❖ Ranking of cities based on this index was recently released. 

❖ Three cities in Maharashtra - Pune, Navi Mumbai and Greater Mumbai topped the first Ease of 

Living Index. The national capital, New Delhi, is ranked 65 among 111 cities, while Chennai is 

in 14th place. Kolkata did not participate in the survey. 

❖ The other cities in the top ten include Tirupati, Chandigarh, Thane, Raipur, Indore, 

Vijayawada and Bhopal 

4. CITY MOMENTUM INDEX 

❖ Context: American professional services and investment management company Jones Lang 

LaSalle Incorporated or JLL has released its 6th City Momentum Index. 

Highlights of the Index 

❖ Bengaluru is the world’s most dynamic city among 131 major established and emerging 

business hubs globally. Bengaluru is followed by Hyderabad (2nd), Delhi (4th), Pune (5th), 

and Chennai (7th) featuring in top 10 cities. At 15th position, Kolkata was the sixth Indian city 

ranked amongst top 20 
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❖ With 19 of the top 20 cities from Asia Pacific, the rankings highlight and showcase the region’s 

continued rapid urbanization and strong economic growth. Asia continues to show strong 

momentum, with cities that are successfully expanding their innovation economy punching 

above their weight in terms of attracting capital, companies and people. 

 

5. DRAFT SOCIAL SECURITY CODE 

❖ Context: The labour ministry has decided to implement the much-awaited social security 

code. 

❖ Need - The existing social security laws largely exclude unorganized sector workers which 

constitute over 90% of the total labour force. 

Facts to Know: 

❖ The code seeks to replace as many as 15 laws with a single but integrated labour code. 

❖ The laws to be replaced include: 

1. The Employees’ Provident Fund and Misc. Provisions Act, 1952, 

2. The Employees’ State Insurance Act, 1948, 

3. The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 

4. The Payment of Gratuity Act, 1972. 

❖ The Code prescribes for registration of all kind of employers including the commercial 

establishments, households employing domestic labour, contractors as well as own-account-

enterprise. The code lays down the maximum contribution payable by the employer is capped 

at 17.5% of the monthly income up to the wage ceiling. The wage ceiling will be set by the 

Central Government from time to time. 
 

6. GLOBAL SUSTAINABLE CITIES 2025 INITIATIVE 

 
❖ Context: The United Nations selected Uttar Pradesh’s Noida and Greater Noida to participate 

in its Global Sustainable Cities 2025 initiative. 

More on News: 
❖ Overall 25 cities across the world have been selected in five categories by the UN Global 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) cities initiative. The twin-cities in Gautam Buddha 

Nagar district, adjoining the national capital, have been selected in the “University City” 

category ahead of Mumbai and Bengaluru as the only invitee from India.  

❖ Noida (along with Greater Noida) will participate in this showcase ‘Race to Sustainability’ 

among 25 global cities to become fully compliant with the Sustainable Development Goals by 

2025 under the UN Global Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) cities initiative. 

 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/
http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


www. Vetriiias.com / www.iasgatewayy.com 044-26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

      

 

                64 | P a g e  

 

www.iasgatewayy.com     Daily Current Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests 

 

❖ The goal is to work together with other participating university cities like Cambridge, Palo 

Alto, Trondheim, Espoo and Heidelberg to create Sustainability Innovation and Research 

Hubs. 

❖ The SDGs, otherwise known as the Global Goals, are a universal call to action to end poverty, 

protect the planet and ensure that all people enjoy peace and prosperity. 

 

7. SMART INITIATIVE BY MAHARASHTRA 

❖ Context: Over 49 companies including the Tata Group, Amazon, ITC, and Patanjali, signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding with Maharashtra’s government for SMART initiative. 

Smart Initiatives: 

❖ SMART stands for ‘State of Maharashtra’s Agribusiness and Rural Transformation’ project. 

❖ It is aimed to revamp the agricultural value chain and improve the price realisation for the 

farmer. It is assisted by World Bank, while Confederation of Indian Industry is the industry 

partner. It entails an investment of ₹2,000 crore, of which World Bank contributed ₹1,500 

crore while the State government contributed ₹430 crore. 

❖ The balance ₹70 crore was raised by Village Social Transformation Foundation (VSTF) 

through its partners. The VSTF has signed MoUs with 22 corporates and start-ups to focus on 

increasing farm productivity and higher price realisations for farmers by ensuring direct tie-up 

with end buyers. The project, which is being undertaken on a mammoth scale, will cover 

almost one-fourth of Maharashtra. 
 

8.NATIONAL GIRL CHILD DAY 

❖ It is celebrated every year on January 24. 

❖ First initiated in 2008 by the Ministry of Women and Child Development. 

❖ National Girl Child Day aims to promote awareness on a range of issues including education, 

health, and nutrition. The theme of this year’s celebration was “Empowering Girls for a 

Brighter Tomorrow”. 
 

 

9. MARIGOLD - COLOUR OF SACRIFICE 

❖ Marigold flower is chosen as the symbol of remembrance for Indian soldiers martyred in 

World War I. 

❖ The world marks the centenary of the end of the First World War on November 11. 

❖ The United Service Institution of India (USI) and the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

(CWGC) have launched ‘India Remembers’ project. 
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10. INDIAN INSTITUTE OF SKILLS 

❖ Union Cabinet has recently approved the setting up of Indian Institute of Skills (IISs) at 

different locations across the country in Public Private Partnership (PPP) mode. 

❖ IISs shall augment the global competitiveness of key sectors providing high quality skill 

training, applied research education. 

❖ Union government has already setup country’s first Institute of skills at Kanpur. 

❖ It was setup by Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship in partnership with the 

Institute of Technical Education, Singapore. 

 

11. INSTITUTION’S INNOVATION COUNCIL 

❖ Ministry of Human Resource and Development has recently launched Institution’s Innovation 

Council (IIC) programme. 

❖ Under the programme, innovation cell at AICTE is going to be established  

❖ It will systematically foster the culture of Innovation in all Higher Education Institutions 

(HEIs) across the country. 
 

12. INTERNATIONAL VISION ZERO CONFERENCE 

❖ Context: ‘International Vision Zero Conference’ to promote occupational safety and health 

recently held in Mumbai. 

Vision Zero is based on four fundamental principles: 

✓ Life is non-negotiable 

✓ Humans are fallible 

✓ Tolerable limits are defined by human physical resistance 

✓ People are entitled to safe transport and safe workplaces 

About the conference: 

❖ The conference provides a forum for promoting safety and health at work and resolve issues in 

the manufacturing, construction, mining and transportation sector by exchanging knowledge, 

practices and experience.  

❖ The Conference has been organized by Directorate General Factory Advice and Labour 

Institutes (DGFASLI), Ministry of Labour and Employment, German Social Accident 

Insurance (DGUV), Germany in association with Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay and 

International Social Security Association – Manufacturing, Construction and Mining 
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13. 2021 CENSUS 

❖ The Registrar General of India (RGI) recently notified the amended census rules. 

❖ The RGI issued the notification as the process for the 2021 Census kicks in. 

❖ According to the notification, the data collected during the 2021 Census will be stored 

electronically. This is the first time to store date electronically since the decennial exercise was 

conducted in 1951 in Independent India. Any tampering with the data will invite punishment 

under the Information Technology Act, 2000. 
 

14. INSTITUTIONS OF EMINENCE 

❖ The Government has shortlisted Six Institutions of Eminence (IoEs) including 3 from Public 

Sector and 3 from Private Sector. 

❖ Public Sector - Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, IIT Bombay and IIT, Delhi. 

❖ Private Sector - Jio Institute (Reliance Foundation), Pune, Birla Institute of Technology & 

Sciences, Pilani, Rajasthan; and Manipal Academy of Higher Education, Manipal, Karnataka. 

❖ These institutes were selected based on the recommendations of Empowered committee set up 

for this purpose. 

❖ These institutions will get financial assistance up to Rs. 1000 Crore over the period of five 

years under this scheme. 
 

15. RELIGIOUS MINORITY STATUS TO JEWS 

❖ The Gujarat government has granted religious minority status to the Jewish community in the 

State. Gujarat is the third state in India to accord minority status after Maharashtra and West 

Bengal. It will enable the community to get benefits of welfare schemes formulated for 

religious minority communities. Gujarat is home to about 170 Jews, mostly centered in the 

western city of Ahmedabad. The city also is home to the only synagogue in the state, the Magen 

Abraham Synagogue, built in 1934. 
 

16. MINORITY STATUS TO LINGAYATS 

❖ The Central Government has rejected the Karnataka Government’s proposal seeking a separate 

minority religion status for the Lingayat community. 

The Centre gave two reasons for rejecting the proposal, 

1. Lingayat has always been classified under Hindus ever since the first official census in India - 

1871 

2. If Lingayats are treated as a separate religion by providing separate code other than Hindu, all 

members of the Scheduled Caste professing Lingayat would lose their status as SC along with 

the consequential benefits. 
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17. RENAMING OF A&N ISLANDS 

❖ PM has recently announced renaming of 3 islands of the Andaman and Nicobar archipelago as 

a tribute to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. The Ross Island was renamed Netaji Subhas Chandra 

Bose Dweep, the Neil Island as Shaheed Dweep and the Havelock Island as Swaraj Dweep. 

❖ Ross Island is in the South Andaman region and 3km east from Port Blair. 

❖ Neil Island and Havelock Island is in Ritchie’s Archipelago. 
 

18. ECONOMICAL WEAKER SECTIONS IN J&K 

❖ Context: President issued an order extending the benefits of reservation to economically 

backward sections in Jammu and Kashmir. This would pave the way for reserving State 

government jobs to the youth of Jammu and Kashmir who are from economically weaker 

sections belonging to any religion or caste. The Central government’s move came as Jammu 

and Kashmir is currently under the President’s Rule. It will extend benefits for the EWS in 

higher educational institutions and government jobs in addition to the reservation for the 

other categories. 10% reservation to economically weaker sections was introduced in the rest of 

the country through the 103rd Constitutional Amendment in 2019. 
 

19. NATIONAL COUNCIL OF SENIOR CITIZENS 

❖ 3rd Meeting of National Council of Senior Citizens (NCSrC) was convened by the Ministry of 

Social Justice and Empowerment. The NCSrC advises Central and State Governments on the 

entire gamut of issues related to welfare of senior citizens and enhancement of their quality of 

life. The NCSrC meets at least twice a year. Union Minister for Social Justice and 

Empowerment is the Chairperson of NCSrC and the Minister of State for Social Justice and 

Empowerment is the Vice-Chairperson. 
 

20. NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR SAFAI KARMACHARIS 

❖ The National Commission for Safai Karamcharis (NCSK) was constituted in 1994 as a statutory 

body by “National Commission for Safai Karamcharis Act, 1993”. 

❖ But with the lapse of the act in 2004, the commission is acting as a Non-Statutory body of the 

Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. Its tenure is extended from time to time through 

government resolutions. The latest resolution in 2016 extended its tenure to 2019. With the 

enactment of “The Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and Their Rehabilitation 

Act, 2013”, the mandate and scope of the commission has also been enlarged.  

❖ The commission will monitor the implementation of the act and take suo-moto notice of 

matter relating to non-implementation of the Act. The commission will also advice central and 

state government for effective implementation. 
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21. INSTITUTE OF COST ACCOUNTANTS 

❖ The Institute of Cost Accountants of India (ICAI), previously known as the Institute of Cost & 

Works Accountants of India (ICWAI). 

❖ It is a premier statutory professional accountancy body in India with the objects of promoting, 

regulating and developing the profession of Cost Accountancy. 

❖ It is the only licensing cum regulating body of Cost & Management Accountancy profession in 

India. It recommends the Cost Accounting Standards to be followed by companies in India to 

which statutory maintenance of cost records applicable. 

❖ ICAI is solely responsible for setting the auditing and assurance standards for statutory Cost 

Audit to be followed in the Audit of Cost statements in India. 
 

22. NATIONAL CENTRE FOR POLAR AND OCEAN RESEARCH 

❖ Indian Government has recently renamed National Centre for Antarctic and Ocean Research 

(NCAOR) as “National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research”. 

❖ NCAOR was formed in 1998 with an objective to conduct expedition to India’s base stations in 

Antarctica. 

❖ NCAOR is under the Ministry of Earth Sciences. 

❖ The intent behind the name change is to show that government is refocusing its priorities to 

Arctic. 

❖ Now, India only has one Arctic observation station near Norway. 

❖ India is already an observer at the Arctic Council. 
 

23. BUREAU OF ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

❖ Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) was set up under the provisions of Energy Conservation 

Act, 2001. It comes under Ministry of Power. 

❖ Its mission is to assist in developing policies with the primary objective of reducing energy 

intensity of the Indian Economy. 

 

❖ Energy Conservation Act provides for regulatory and promotional functions of BEE. 

BEE is responsible for 

✓ Create awareness and disseminate information on energy efficiency and conservation 

✓ Promote innovative financing of energy efficiency projects 

✓ Give financial assistance to institutions for promoting efficient use of energy and its 

conservation 
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24. NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND 

TRAINING (NCVET) 

❖ Union Cabinet has recently approved the merging of two skill institutes to form National 

Council for Vocational Education and Training (NCVET). 

❖ The merged two institutes are National Council for Vocational Training (NCVT) and the 

National Skill Development Agency (NSDA). 

❖ NCVET is envisaged as an institution which will perform the regulatory functions so far vested 

in NCVT and NSDA. 

❖ It will regulate the functioning of entities engaged in short-term and long-term vocational 

education and training. 

❖ It will establish minimum standards for the functioning of such entities. 

❖ It will operationalize the National Skills Qualification Framework (NSQF) to ensure that 

quality and standards meet sector specific requirements. 

❖ Regulatory functions currently being carried out by the National Skill Development 

Corporation (NSDC) through the Sector Skill Councils (SSCs) will also are housed in the 

NCVET. 

 

25. NATIONAL CENTRE FOR COASTAL RESEARCH (NCCR) 

❖ The Integrated Coastal and Marine Area Management Project Directorate (ICMAM PD), an 

attached office of Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) was established at Chennai in 1998. 

❖ Its objective is to implement International Development Association (IDA) assisted 

Environment Management Capacity Building Project. 

❖ The Project Directorate has been continuing its activities in the field of Coastal Research, fully 

funded by MoES. It was re-designated as National Centre for Coastal Research (NCCR) in 2018 

 

26. NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR COMMUNAL HARMONY 

❖ The National Foundation for Communal Harmony (NFCH), an autonomous organisation with 

the Ministry of Home Affairs, organises Communal Harmony Campaign coinciding with the 

Qaumi Ekta Week. 

❖ The Foundation promotes Communal Harmony and strengthens National Integration. 

❖ It also provides financial assistance for relief and rehabilitation of children rendered orphan or 

destitute in communal, caste, ethnic or terrorist violence. 
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27. PERMANENT INDUS COMMISSION 

❖ As per the Indus Water Treaty between India and Pakistan, Permanent Indus Commission 

should meet atleast once in a year. The commission has experts who look into issues and 

disputes on the ground over the utilisation of the waters of six rivers of the Indus system. 

❖ Under the treaty, India has full use of the three “eastern” rivers (Beas, Ravi, Sutlej). 

❖ Pakistan has control over the three “western” rivers (Indus, Chenab, Jhelum), although India 

is given rights to use these partially as well for certain purposes. 

The recent meeting was held in Lahore: 

❖ It was agreed in the meeting that Pakistan will allow India to inspect the Kotri barrage in the 

lower Indus. 

 

28. REVISION AND INTRODUCTION OF MSP FOR MINOR FOREST 

PRODUCE ITEMS 

❖ Context: Recently, Government has revised the Minimum Support Price (MSP) of 23 Minor 

Forest Produce (MFP) items and introduced MSP for 17 new MFP items. The new MFPs 

include Mahua flowers (dried), Tejpatta (dried) Kokum (dry) etc. 

Minor forest Produce: 

❖ It is a subset of forest produce. 

❖ The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) 

Act, 2006 defines a MFP as all non-timber forest produce of plant origin and includes bamboo, 

brushwood, stumps, canes, tusser, cocoon, honey, waxes, Lac, tendu/kendu leaves, medicinal 

plants and herbs, roots and more. 

What is Minimum Support Price? 

❖ MSP is the minimum price set by the Government at which farmers can expect to sell their 

produce for the season. When market prices fall below the announced MSPs, procurement 

agencies step in to procure the crop and ‘support’ the prices. 

❖ The Cabinet Committee of Economic Affairs announces MSP for various crops at the beginning 

of each sowing season based on the recommendations of the Commission for Agricultural 

Costs and Prices (CACP).  

❖ The CACP takes into account demand and supply, the cost of production and price trends in 

the market among other things when fixing MSPs.  The FCI and Nafed help the Centre procure 

select food crops with the help of the States. Procured farm products are kept in government 

warehouses and distributed through the PDS and various food security programmes. 
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29. UNION MINISTRY OF DEFENCE APPROVES DELEGATION OF 

POWERS TO BOR-DER ROADS ORGANISATION 

❖ The purpose of delegation of powers is to improve the functioning of the BRO and speed up 

works to avoid delays in projects and to achieve the desired outcomes according to the 

requirement of the Armed Force. 

Border Roads Organisation: 

❖ It develops and maintains road networks in India's border areas and friendly neighbouring 

countries. It is staffed by officers and troops drawn from the Indian Army's Corps of 

Engineers, Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, Army Service Corps, Military Police and army 

personnel on extra regimental employment. At present, the organisation maintains operations 

in twenty-one states, one Union Territory (Andaman and Nicobar Islands), and neighbouring 

countries such as Afghanistan, Bhutan, Myanmar, and Sri Lanka. The BRO operates and 

maintains over 32,885 kilometres of roads and about 12200 meters of permanent bridges in 

the country. 

❖ Currently, it is also involved in the construction of a tunnel at the Rohtang pass, which is 

estimated to be ready by 2019. 

 

30. HDI REPORT 2018 

Context: 

❖ India ranks a low 130 out of 189 countries in human development Index (HDI) released by the 

United Nations Development Programme. According to 2018 report, despite decline in poverty 

inequality is increasing in India. 

Highlights of the Report: 

❖ India’s HDI value increased from 0.427 to 0.640, an almost 50 percent increase which is an 

indicator that millions have been lifted out of poverty. 

❖ Life expectancy at birth has increased by 11 years during this period. 

❖ Increase in the school years by 4.7 years compare to the 1990 levels. 

❖ India’s GNI per capita has registered a 266 per cent increase between 1990 and 2017. 

Facts: 

❖ It is a statistic composite index of life expectancy, education, and per capita income indicators, 

which are used to rank countries into four tiers of human development. 

❖ The first report was launched in 1990 by the Pakistani Economist MahbubulHaq and Indian 

Nobel laureate Amartya Sen.  

❖ In 2010, an inequality-adjusted Human Development Index (IHDI) was introduced. 
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Area of concern as per report: 

❖ For India HDI value declines by more than a fourth when adjusted to inequality. The value of 

India’s Inequality-adjusted HDI (IHDI) falls to 0.468, a 26.8 per cent decrease, far worse than 

the global average decrease. 

Reasons for rising Inequality in India: 

❖ India ranks 127 out of 160 countries on the Gender Inequality Index which reflects gender-

based inequalities in reproductive health, empowerment and economic activity. 

❖ Indian Women hold only 11.6 per cent of parliamentary seats. 

❖ Only 39 per cent of adult women have reached at least a secondary level education as 

compared to 64 per cent men. Female participation in labour market in India which is 27.2 per 

cent is one of the worst among developing countries.  

❖ According to World Inequality Report released by economists Thomas Pickety and Lucas 

Chancel, Income inequality in India rose rapidly since the 1980s to a situation where top 10% 

of the earners accounted for 56% of the income earned in 2014. 

❖ The top 1% richest individuals captured 6% of total income in the early 1980s, which has gone 

to 22% in 2014. Unemployment, Inflation, tax evasion and regressive taxation have given flip 

to rising inequalities in India since 1990s. 

❖ Bottom 5o% in India still has little access to basic goods such as quality education, health or 

transport and housing. The poor performance of India when HDI is adjusted to inequality is 

due to the stark inequality in access to education, health and income. 

 

31. MULTIDIMENSIONAL POVERTY INDEX (MPI), 2018 

Context: 

 According to MPI 2018, between 2005-06 and 2015-16, more than 271 million people have 

come out of the clutches of poverty in India. 

 The MPI looks at the multifaceted nature of poverty and provides the most comprehensive 

view of the various ways in which 1.3 billion people worldwide experience poverty in their daily 

life. 

Facts about MPI: 

❖ It is prepared by United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Oxford Poverty 

and Human Development Initiative (OPHI). 

❖ It identifies people’s deprivations across three key dimensions – health, education and living 

standards. MPI covers 105 countries in total, home to 75% of the world’s population, or 5.7 

billion people. 
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India’s performance: 

❖ India has made momentous progress in reducing multidimensional poverty, bringing down its 

poverty rate from 55% to 28% in ten years. 

❖ While the national average is 21%, in the five southern States (Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, 

Telangana and Andhra Pradesh) the average MDP is 9%. However, poverty levels have 

dropped in all States. 

❖ Kerala has an MDP of 1%, Tamil Nadu (6%), Karnataka (11%), Telangana (14%) and Andhra 

Pradesh (13%) are also significantly low. 

❖ Bihar is the poorest State with 43% incidence of poverty. 

❖ Jharkhand (36%), Uttar Pradesh (31%), Rajasthan (31%) and Odisha (29%) are also above the 

national average (21%), of 640 districts, 31 districts — all in eastern or central India — have 

over 50% MDP.  

❖ The top five districts with the largest prevalence of MDP are in Shravasti, Baharaich and 

Balrampur in Uttar Pradesh, and Alirajpur and Jhabua in Madhya Pradesh. 

❖ Chhattisgarh, which is affected by Left Wing insurgency, has done well, bringing down its 

poverty level from 71% to 22%. 

❖ However, India still has the largest number of people living in multidimensional poverty in the 

world- around 364 million people. 

❖ Among states, Jharkhand had the greatest improvement, with Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar, 

Chhattisgarh, and Nagaland only slightly behind. 

Relative performance of India 

❖ Among the South Asian countries, only Maldives boasts lower MPI of 0.007 than India (0.121). 

❖ Nepal, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Bhutan and Afghanistan all boast higher incidences of 

multidimensional poverty. 

❖ After India (364 million people), the countries with the largest number of people living in 

multi-dimensional poverty are Nigeria (97 million), Ethiopia (86 million), Pakistan (85 

million), and Bangladesh (67 million). 

❖ The latest data further reveals the vast majority of the multidimensional poor – 1.1 billion 

people- live in rural areas around the world, where poverty rates are four times higher than 

among those living in urban areas. 

❖ 83% of the world’s poor live in South Asia and Africa. 
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32. AMENDMENTS IN THE DEFINITION OF “PETROLEUM” 

❖ Context: The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas has liberalised the definition of 

petroleum to bring more hydrocarbons such as coal bed methane and shale gas under its fold. 

❖ Petroleum will now mean naturally occurring hydrocarbons, whether in the form of natural 

gas, in a liquid, viscous or solid form, or a mixture of these. It, however, does not include coal, 

lignite and helium occurring in association with petroleum or coal or shale. 

❖ Till now the definition of ‘petroleum’ meant any liquid hydrocarbon or a mixture of 

hydrocarbons and any inflammable mixture (liquid, viscous or solid) containing a liquid 

hydrocarbon. 

❖ The new HELP allows producers to harness any hydrocarbon resource they find within the 

assigned area subject to a revenue-share commitment. The earlier definition had excluded 

shale and other such hydrocarbons, hampering their exploration and production in the 

country. 

 

33. NORTH EAST SPECIAL INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT 

SCHEME 

❖ Non-Lapsable Central Pool of Resources (NLCPR) was created by the government for the 

development of North-Eastern states. 

❖ Accumulations under this fund are made by union ministries which failed to spend 10% of 

their budget allocation for the development of north eastern region. 

❖ The funds under NLCPR are utilized by Ministry of Development of north east region 

(DoNER). 

❖ NLCPR scheme has been restructured as North East Special Infrastructure Development 

Scheme (NESIDS). 

❖ It is fully funded by Central Government. 
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