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1. ENVIRONMENT 

HORNBILLS AMONG TOP SEED DISPERSERS, MOST THREATENED  

Prelims: EN2 - Bio Diversity 

Prelims Tag: Pakke Tiger Reserve 

Mains: GS3M - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment. 

Mains Tag: Hornbills, Frugivore Birds 

Why in News: 

 The study carried out in Pakke Tiger Reserve in Arunachal Pradesh noted that hornbills, 

one among the large-sized frugivores, are the top seed dispersers.  

Details: 

 They are classified as most threatened. This is because they are hunted for meat, and the tribal 

communities use their feathers for head dresses. The trees were classified into small, medium, 

and large-seeded.  The large-seeded trees mainly depended on hornbills and imperial pigeons 

for their dispersal. 

  The medium-size seeded trees were visited by bulbuls, barbets along with hornbills and 

imperial pigeons. Though the frequency of visits was similar for all four bird species, the 

number of fruits removed from trees was high for hornbills. 

 Among the different bird species, hornbills were found to be the most effective seed dispersers. 

They were found to swallow and disperse most of the fruits they handled. 

 They swallow the fruit as a whole causing no damage to the seed. They are known to disperse 

seeds far away from the parent plant and study have shown that they can disperse up to 13 km. 

 Seeds that fall under the parent tree face heavy competition, predation by rodents and insects 

and fungal infections. So their chances of survival are very low. Plants depend on frugivore 

birds to disperse the seeds at favourable sites, which have low competition and predation 

pressures, to expand their geographic range.  

 The decline of frugivores could severely affect the ecosystem. 

Great Hornbill (Buceros bicornis) 

 Near threatened category in  IUCN Red List 

 State bird of Kerala and Arunachal Pradesh 

 Local names are homrai(Nepal), banrao, Vezhaambal 

 They are Long-lived, living for nearly 50 years in captivity 

 It is Found in the Indian subcontinent and Southeast Asia 

 Predominantly frugivorous, but is an opportunist and will prey on small mammals, reptiles 

and birds. 
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Hornbill festival 

 Hornbill festival is the largest indigenous festival and an annual event of the Nagaland 

government to promote tourism. 

  The festival is celebrated annually in the first week of December in order to encourage inter-

tribal interaction and to promote the culture of Nagaland, preserve, protect and revive the 

uniqueness and richness of the Naga heritage. 

 The practice of celebrating hornbill festival by the state government was started in the year 

1963. The festival is considered the “Festival of festivals” in Nagaland. 

 The festival is a colorful mixture of religious ceremonies, food fairs, sports, games, parades, 

crafts, performances, dance etc. Hornbill festival exposes the culture and tradition of the tribal 

people and reinforces the identity of the Nagaland state as a unique one in India’s federal 

union. It has become a unique platform to witness the cultural diversity, not only for the Nagas 

and the people of the other seven sisters in the North Eastern region but also the tourists from 

various parts of the country and the world to witness the cultural diversity. 

 

CIRCLE OF LIFE: ON ECONOMIC GROWTH FACTORING ECOSYSTEM  

Prelims: Environment (EN1) 

Prelims Tag: Biodiversity 

Mains: Technology, Economic Development, Bio diversity, Environment, Security and 

Disaster Management (GS3M) 

Mains Tag: Biodiversity  

Why in News: 

 Biodiversity assessments must be factored into all 

economic activity. 

Details: 

The overwhelming message from the global 

assessment report of the Intergovernmental Science-

Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services 

(IPBES) is that human beings have so rapaciously 

exploited nature, and that species belonging to a 

quarter of all studied animal and plant groups on earth 

are gravely threatened. If the world continues to pursue the current model of economic growth 

without factoring in environmental costs, one million species could go extinct, many in a 

matter of decades.  
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 Catastrophic erosion of ecosystems is being driven by unsustainable use of land and water, 

direct harvesting of species, climate change, pollution and release of alien plants and animals 

in new habitats.  there is particular worry over the devastation occurring in tropical areas, 

which are endowed with greater biodiversity than others; only a quarter of the land worldwide 

now retains its ecological and evolutionary integrity, largely spared of human impact.   

 Nature provides ecosystem services, but these are often not included in productivity estimates: 

they are vital for food production, for clean air and water, provision of fuel for millions, 

absorption of carbon in the atmosphere, and climate moderation. 

 Expanding agriculture by cutting down forests has raised food volumes, and mining feeds 

many industries, but these have severely affected other functions such as water availability, 

pollination, maintenance of wild variants of domesticated plants and climate regulation.  

 IPBES assessment points out, marine plastic pollution has increased tenfold since 1980, 

affecting at least 267 species, including 86% of marine turtles, 44% of seabirds and 43% of 

marine mammals. 

The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 

Services 

 The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services or 

IPBES is an independent inter-governmental agency formed to reinforce the interface between  

 

 Science and policy for ecosystem and biodiversity services in order to conserve and sustainably 

use biodiversity, achieve long-term well-being for humans, and sustainable development.  

 94 governments established the IPBES on 21st April 2012 in Panama City. Any member of the 

UN can join this body.  

 The organisation is dedicated to making IPBES as the pioneering inter-governmental body for 

evaluating earth’s biodiversity and ecosystems, and the basic services they provide to society. 

 

150 MILLION DOLLAR LOAN LIKELY FOR REBUILD KERALA  

Prelims: Environment (EN2) 

Prelims Tag: Rebuild Kerala 

Mains: Technology, Economic Development, Bio diversity, Environment, Security and 

Disaster Management (G3N) 

Mains Tag: Rebuild Kerala  
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Why in News: 

 Negotiations are expected for the first 

tranche of the World Bank’s development 

policy loan (DPL) of $150 million for the 

Rebuild Kerala initiative. 

Details: 

 Since this is not a project specific loan, 

the money will be issued directly to the 

State exchequer once it gets approved.   

 The State can use the money for achieving targets set under the Rebuild Kerala initiative. 

Repayment conditions will be discussed during the negotiations. the State government had 

identified eight sectors, including water resources, agriculture, roads, and urban affairs, and 

formulated ‘prior actions. 

Rebuild Kerala:  

 Rebuild Kerala is a Kerala State Government initiative for crowd funding of projects envisaged 

for rebuilding Kerala following the floods of August 2018. 

Development Policy Loans (DPLs): 

 Development Policy Loans (DPLs) are programmatic loans that largely fund policy reform, 

often through rapidly- disbursed budgetary support, rather than project-based physical 

investments. 

World Bank: 

 World Bank is one of five institutions created at Breton Woods Conference in 1944. 

 The World Bank is an international financial institution that provides loans to developing 

countries for capital programs. 

 It comprises of two institutions: 

 International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) 

 International Development Association (IDA). 

International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) 

 The International Bank for Reconstruction and Development is an international financial 

institution that offers loans to middle-income developing countries.  

 The IBRD is the first of five member institutions that compose the World Bank Group, and is 

headquartered in Washington. 
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CCMB SCIENTISTS SEQUENCE ASIATIC LION GENOME 

Prelims: Environment (EN2) 

Prelims Tag: Asiatic lion 

Mains: Technology, Economic Development, Bio diversity, Environment, Security and 

Disaster Management (GS3M) 

Mains Tag: Asiatic lion  

Why in News: 

 The entire genome of Asiatic lion, an endangered species, has 

been sequenced by scientists from CSIR-Centre for Cellular 

and Molecular Biology, Hyderabad 

Details: 

 The information would help to better understand the evolution 

of Asiatic lions and also make possible comparative analysis  

 

 with other big cats. With the complete genome of royal Bengal tiger, African Cheetah and 

Jaguar available, comparative studies of all these big cats would be possible.  

 Comparative genomics between African and Asiatic lions could be undertaken once the 

complete genome of the African lion is sequenced.  

 The population of the endangered Asiatic lion is very low — only 523 animals are present in the 

Gir forests. The genome sequencing would enable scientists to develop specific markers to 

study population genetics and get newer insights into its population status and subsequent 

management. 

Asiatic lion (Panthera leo persica) 

 Asiatic lions are slightly smaller than African lions. 

 Males have only moderate mane growth at the top of the head so that their ears are always 

visible. The most striking morphological character, which is always seen in Asiatic lions, and 

rarely in African lions, is a longitudinal fold of skin running along its belly 

 UCN Red List: Endangered 

 Asiatic lions were once distributed to the state of West Bengal in east and Rewa in Madhya 

Pradesh, in central India.  

 At present Gir National Park and Wildlife Sanctuary is the only abode of the Asiatic lion. A 

dedicated “Asiatic Lion Conservation Project” has been launched by the Union Ministry of 

Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC). 
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Canine distemper virus (CDV)  

 CDV is highly contagious disease that attacks gastrointestinal, respiratory, central nervous 

systems, immune system and other vital organs in animals. In most of the cases, the infection 

is fatal.  

 The disease can be contracted by lions if they eat any animal infected by it.  

 CDV is considered dangerous virus and is blamed for wiping out 30% population of African 

lions in East African forests. 

 

KOCHI OFFERS HELP TO SOLARISE AIRPORTS IN ISA COUNTRIES 

TODAYS HINDU  

Prelims: Environment (EN4) 

Prelims Tag: ISA 

Mains: GS-III Technology, Economic Development, Environment (GS3M) 

Mains Tag: ISA 

 

Why in News: 

 Plan of action to go green by emulating Cochin International Airport limited’s use of solar 

energy  

Background: / What is ISA? 

 The International Solar Alliance is an alliance of more than 120 countries, most of them being 

sunshine countries, which come either completely or partly between the Tropic of Cancer and 

the Tropic of Capricorn. 

 The primary objective is to collectively work for efficient exploitation of solar energy to reduce 

dependence on fossil-based fuels. This initiative was proposed by our Prime Minister of India 

first during his speech at Wembley Stadium, London. This initiative was launched at the India 

Africa Summit and a meeting was held among them before the conclave of 2015 United 

Nations Climate Change Conference in Paris on November 2015. This is a treaty-based inter-

governmental organization. The alliance will take the shape of an international treaty once its 

rules are worked out. 

 The Headquarters is in India with its Interim Secretariat being setup in Gurgaon. 

 The agreement will become operational after at least 15 countries have ratified it. 

 The framework agreement says that the members of ISA would take coordinated actions 

through programmes and activities that will aggregate the demands for solar finance, solar 

technologies, innovation, research and development, and capacity building. 
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 The ISA aims to develop cost-efficient solar technologies and applications. 

 It is also expected to mobilise $1 trillion for funding solar energy projects by 2030. 

What is the working plan of ISA? 

 The countries within the tropics also happen to be the ones in which the most growth in energy 

demand is expected in the years to come. The ISA is an effort to ensure that as these countries 

increase their electricity production, they should predominantly use solar energy and avoid 

fossil fuels.  

 However, this can happen only if the costs of solar energy are competitive as compared to the 

traditional sources of power. The ISA seeks to do three things to bring down the costs of 

technology as well as of finance needed for a solar project. It seeks to boost global demand, 

which will result in further reduction in the prices of solar energy deployment. It seeks to 

promote standardisation in the use of equipment and processes for generating electricity. 

Standardisation will make the manufacturing of equipment and other hardware cheaper. 

 And it seeks to boost research and development, particularly in areas of efficient storage 

systems. 

Is ISA part of UN program? 

 Strictly speaking, the ISA agreement is separate from the United Nations-mandated climate 

change talks that are held every year. 

 But it was proposed at the Paris Climate Conference last year, and has become a reality at the 

Marrakesh meeting now, in the process getting linked closely with the UN climate process. 

Can ISA be successful? 

 The revolution in the deployment of solar energy over the last several years has been made 

possible by a sharp drop in the costs of production of electricity through solar cells. The costs 

have come down by 80%-85% over the last 7 years, due to a rapidly growing demand. The total 

installed capacity of solar energy across the world has risen by almost 8 times during the same 

time.  In the light of these, the ISA has over the last year received solid support from a large 

number of countries, including those that are not exactly tropical countries.  

 The US has repeatedly expressed its desire to join the Alliance, and France actually did so on 

Tuesday. More countries are likely to sign up during the remaining days of the conference, and 

also later. The signing has to be followed by ratifications by the signatory countries. 

How significant is ISA to India 

 The ISA gives India an opportunity to take global leadership in the fight against climate 

change. The secretariat of the ISA is to be located in India. It will also host a meeting of ISA 

assembly every year. India has promised to contribute $27 million for creating building  
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 infrastructure and recurring expenditure for five years, till 2020-21. A part of this money will 

also go towards creating a corpus fund that will generate revenues for the budget of ISA. 

What are the difficulties? 

 Raising a large amount of money, like $1trillion, is going to be difficult given that developed 

countries have historically been stingy in funding renewable energy projects in developing 

countries. Also, such a large sum cannot be raised from public sources alone. The ISA will have 

to devise mechanisms to mobilise private finances. 

 The new alliance will also have to work in tandem with other bodies such as the International 

Renewable Energy Agency and the Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Partnership to 

bring a co-ordinated effort. 
 

VEDANTA GETS APPROVAL FOR TESTS FOR 274 HYDROCARBON 

WELLS IN T.N., PUDUCHERRY  

Prelims: Environment (EN4) 

Prelims Tag: Hydrocarbon extraction. 

Mains: GS-III Disaster Mangement, Science and Tech, Environment (GS3M) 

Mains Tag: Environmental issues related to hydrocarbon extraction. 

Why in News: 

 The Ministry of Environment and Forest (MoEF) has granted the Terms of Reference to 

Vedanta Ltd’s Cairn Oil & Gas, to carry out Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) for drilling 

a total of 274 offshore and onshore oil and gas exploration wells  

Background: 

 Union government approved private and government players to explore and exploit 

unconventional hydrocarbons. Unconventional hydrocarbons are sources of oil and gas which 

require methods for extraction which are not normally necessary in the conventional 

extraction of hydrocarbons such as Coal bed Methane, shale gas/oil, tight gas and gas 

hydrates. 

Coal Bed Methane: 

 India has the fifth largest proven coal reserves in the world. 

 The CBM resources in the country are about 92 TCF (2600 BCM) in 12 states of India. 

Shale Gas: 

 It is a natural gas formed from being trapped within shale rocks. 

 ONGC estimates 187.5 Trillion Cubic Feet (TCF) of shale gas in Cambay, KG, Cauvery, Ganga 

and Assam basins in India. 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/
http://www.iasgatewayy.com/
http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


www. Vetriiias.com / www.iasgatewayy.com 044-26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

      

 

                14 | P a g e  

 

www.iasgatewayy.com / vetriias.com www.iasgatewayy.com 

   

 

Gas hydrate: 

 A naturally occurring, ice-like combination of natural gas and water found in the world’s 

oceans and Polar Regions. US Geological Survey states that India has the second largest gas 

hydrates in World.The Krishna Godavari, Cauvery and Kerala basins alone contributing 100-

130 trillion cubic feet of estimated reserves. 

Tight gas: 

 Tight gas refers to natural gas reservoirs locked in extraordinarily impermeable, hard rock, 

making the underground formation extremely “tight.” 

 India’s Cambay field holds 413bn cubic feet of economically recoverable tight gas 

 

 NOTE: In 2018 The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas has liberalised the definition of 

petroleum to bring more hydrocarbons such as coal bed methane and shale gas. 

Benefits of Unconventional Hydrocarbons: 

 With appropriate safeguards, they can provide a cleaner source of energy than other fossil 

fuels. Creates jobs and provides economic benefits to the entire domestic production supply 

chain, as well as to chemical and other manufacturers, who benefit from lower feedstock and 

energy costs. Increase domestic production – aspiration of 10% reduction in imports by 2022 

 Build infrastructure – Greenfield and brownfield refineries, petrochemical plants, pipelines, 

LNG terminals. It will attract FDI & technical expertise. 

Challenges in Exploitation of Unconventional Hydrocarbons 

Challenges in Shale Gas exploitation: 

 Use of water: (Fracking technique) uses around 5-7 million litres of water per well. 

 The massive amount of water used in the fracking process has led to water shortages in some 

drilling areas. 

 Environmental concerns: Fracking has led to extensive deforestation and flooding of the 

nearby area. 

 Groundwater contamination: Environmentalists say potentially carcinogenic chemicals 

are used in shale gas exploration which will contaminate groundwater. 

 Earthquakes: Fracking process can cause small earth tremors in the region. 

Challenges in Coal Bed Methane exploitation: 

 Simultaneous operations of Coal Bed Methane and coal mining by multiple owners results in 

management issues. Despite the huge reserves, a mismatch exists between estimated resources 

and gas in-place. 
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 There is a possibility of damage of gas wells resulting in explosive atmosphere in coal mines 

during simultaneous extraction of coal and CBM. 

 Multiple ownership for simultaneous exploitation may not be desirable for the life, health and 

safety of the workers employed in such mines. 

 Safe Operating Procedures (SOP)for simultaneous exploration are not effectively 

implemented. 

New policy framework on Unconventional Hydrocarbon 

 New policy will be carried out under the existing production sharing contracts and nomination 

fields. It will also enhance production of unconventional hydrocarbons in the existing fields. 

Future impact of new policy on Unconventional hydrocarbon: 

 Will lead to induction of new, innovative and cutting-edge technology and forging new 

technological collaboration to exploit unconventional hydrocarbons. 

 Will enable the realization of prospective hydrocarbon reserves in the existing Contract Areas 

which otherwise would remain unexplored and unexploited. 

 Will reduce import dependency on oil and gas by 10% by 2022. 

 To promote ease of doing business in the oil and gas sector in India to attract higher foreign 

investments. Exploration and exploitation of additional hydrocarbon will spur new 

investment, impetus to economic activities, additional employment generation. 

Way Forward: 

 Unconventional energy sources are significant for India’s Energy security, but there should be 

a balance between exploiting energy sources and Environment. 

 Shale Oil and Gas Authority should be set up. 

 Early roll out of Policy on Unconventional Energy sources will provide an impetus for alternate 

Energy development in India. 

 

84 CITIES TO SUBMIT PLANS TO IMPROVE AIR QUALITY BY 2024  

Prelims: Environment (EN4) 

Prelims Tag: NCAP 

Mains: GS-III Technology, Economic Development and Environment (GS3M) 

Mains Tag: NIL 

Why in News: 

 Eighty-four out of the 102 cities that have been tasked with reducing toxic particulate matter 

levels by 20%-30% by 2024 have submitted their proposals 
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Background: 

 One hundred and two cities, considered India’s most polluted, have been tasked with reducing 

PM (particulate matter) 10 and PM 2.5 levels by 2024, as part of the National Clean Air 

Programme (NCAP). 

National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) 

 The National Clean Air Programme is a pollution control initiative that was launched by the 

Ministry of Environment with the intention to cut the concentration of coarse (particulate 

matter of diameter 10 micrometer or less, or PM10) and fine particles (particulate matter of  

diameter 2.5 micrometer or less, or PM2.5) by at least 20% in the next five years, with 2017 as 

the base year for comparison. Following reports by WHO and the air quality data obtained, 102 

cities from 23 States and UTs have been chosen as non-attainment cities. Maharashtra tops the 

list with 17 cities in the list, including Pune and Nagpur, while Uttar Pradesh is second with 15 

cities chosen, including Lucknow and Varanasi. A city from Jharkhand, Meghalaya, Tamil 

Nadu and West Bengal too are in the list. 

 No cities from Manipur, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram, Tripura, Kerala, Goa and 

Haryana figure in the list. 

 It adopts collaborative and participatory approach involving relevant Central Ministries, State 

Governments, local bodies and other Stakeholders 

 Apart from experts from the industry and academia, the programme is expected to be a 

collaboration between the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways, Ministry of Petroleum 

and Natural Gas, Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, Ministry of Heavy Industry, 

Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Health, NITI 

Aayog, and Central Pollution Control Board. 

NCAP Targets: 

 The States in which the cities are located are expected to produce plans that include increasing 

the number of monitoring stations, providing technology support, conducting source 

apportionment studies, and strengthening enforcement. 

 The NCAP requires cities to implement specific measures such as “ensuring roads are pothole-

free to improve traffic flow and thereby reduce dust” (within 60 days) or “ensuring strict action 

against unauthorised brick kilns” (within 30 days). It doesn’t specify an exact date for when 

these obligations kick in. 

Recent Steps taken: 

 In April, the Ministry constituted a committee to implement the NCAP, chaired by the 

Secretary, Union Environment Ministry, and has among its members the Joint Secretary  
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 (Thermal), Ministry of Power; Director-General, The Energy Resources Institute (TERI), the 

Delhi-based think-tank; and Professor Sachidananda Tripathi, Indian Institute of Technology-

Kanpur (IIT-K). 

 As part of its public-outreach campaign, the Ministry has collaborated with the Bhamla 

Foundation, as well as artistes from Bollywood, to develop a theme song Hawa aane de (‘Let 

the air in’). 

 

WORLDS RIVERS LOADED WITH ANTIBIOTICS WASTE  

Prelims: EN8 Pollution and Waste Management 

Prelims Tag: Ciprofloxacin, metronidazole, Central Drugs Standard Control Organization 

Mains: Conservation, Environmental Pollution and Degradation, Environmental Impact 

Assessment (GS3M) 

Mains Tag: Superbugs, World Health Organisation 

Why in News: 

 Rivers worldwide are polluted with antibiotics that exceed environmental safety thresholds by 

up to 300 times, according to research unveiled at a conference on meeting of environmental 

toxicologists in Helsinki. 

Details: 

 In many locations, concentrations of the drugs used to fight off bacterial infection in people 

and livestock exceeded safety levels. Ciprofloxacin, a frontline treatment for intestinal and 

urinary tract infections, has surpassed the industry threshold  

 In Bangladesh, concentrations of another widely used antibiotic, metronidazole, were 300 

times above the limit, the widespread presence of antibiotics not only impacts wildlife, but 

likely contributes to the problem of antimicrobial resistance. The World Health Organisation 

(WHO) has warned that the world is running out of antibiotics that still work, and has called 

on industry and governments to urgently develop a new generation of drugs.  

 In 1920s, antibiotics have saved tens of millions of lives from pneumonia, tuberculosis, 

meningitis and a host of deadly bacteria. Overuse and misuse of the drugs are thought to be 

the main causes of antimicrobial resistance. Safety limits were most frequently exceeded in 

Asia and Africa, but samples from Europe and the Americas showed that the problem is global 

in scope. 

 The countries with the highest levels of antibiotic river pollution were Bangladesh, Kenya, 

Ghana, Pakistan and Nigeria. Within Europe, one site in Austria had the biggest 

concentrations anywhere on the continent. 
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Background: / Antibiotic resistance: 

 Antibiotic resistance arises when bacteria evolve mechanisms to withstand the drugs which are 

used to fight infection. 

    It is one of the most important public health issues currently.  Antimicrobial resistance 

happens when microorganisms (such as bacteria, fungi, viruses, and parasites) change when 

they are exposed to antimicrobial drugs (such as antibiotics, antifungals, antivirals, 

antimalarials, and anthelmintics). 

 Microorganisms that develop antimicrobial resistance are sometimes referred to as 

“superbugs”.  As a result, the medicines become ineffective and infections persist in the 

body, increasing the risk of spread to others. 

Reasons for Antibiotic Resistance: 

 Caused by indiscriminate use, wrong dosage, not completing the treatment, poor hygiene, poor 

regulation, wrong incentives for doctors to prescribe them 

 Unchecked use of antibiotics in humans, agriculture and livestock.  

 Health system factors are also at fault. Doctors routinely receive compensation from 

pharmaceutical companies and pharmacists in exchange for antibiotic prescriptions. Infection 

control in hospitals is poorly monitored and could be improved 

 The problem of resistance is exacerbated by a wide range of fixed-dose combinations in the 

market, often without scientific or medical merit or evaluation. 

  Loose antimicrobials come without packaging and do not mention the name of the drug, its 

manufacturer, the date of manufacture, or the date of expiry. There is poor clinician awareness 

of the rationality and dosing of fixed-dose combinations 

 Environmental antibiotic pollution encourages the transfer of resistance genes to. In 

particular, waste water treatment plants serving antibiotic manufacturing facilities have been 

implicated in the transfer of resistance genes into humans and pose a serious threat to 

antibiotic effectiveness given the size of India’s pharmaceutical sector. 

Steps taken to deal with the menace: 

 Over-the-counter access to antibiotics is a problem, but regulations to restrict access have to be 

balanced against the need to maintain access for the significant proportion of the population 

that lacks access to doctors. Indeed, lack of access to effective and affordable antibiotics still 

kills more children in India than does drug resistance.  

 However, to prevent over-the-counter (OTC) sales of important antibiotics, the Central 

Drugs Standard Control Organization (CDSCO) implemented Schedule H1 that takes 

an important first step in that direction by introducing a stringent rule that prohibits medical 

stores from selling 24 key antibiotics without a doctor’s prescription 
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 Further the ICMR has set up National Anti-Microbial Surveillance Network for 

understanding of underlying mechanisms of resistance.    

 National Cell for Monitoring Anti-Microbial resistance has decided to start a Rs 30 

Crore Surveillance Plan in tertiary care centres across the country 

 National Policy for Containment of Antimicrobial Resistance (2011), to address the 

problem of multi-drug resistance due to widespread and indiscriminate use of antimicrobial / 

antibiotic drugs in the country. 

  The salient features of the policy are as follows:   

 To review the current situation regarding manufacture, use and misuse   

 To initiate studies documenting prescriptions patterns & establish a monitoring system for the 

same.   To recommend the design for creation of a National Surveillance System for Antibiotic 

Resistance. To enforce and enhance regulatory provisions for use of antibiotics in human & 

veterinary and industrial use.  To recommend specific intervention measures such as rational 

use of antibiotics and antibiotic policies in hospitals.  Diagnostic Methods pertaining to 

antimicrobial Resistance Monitoring  

 

ONLY 10 OF 100 SEWAGE PROJECTS ON GANGA HAVE BEEN 

COMPLETED  

Prelims: Environment (EN8) 

Prelims Tag: Clean Ganga 

Mains: Technology, Economic Development, Bio diversity, Environment, Security and 

Disaster Management (GS3M) 

Mains Tag: Clean Ganga 

Why in News: 

  Only 10 of the 100 sewage infrastructure projects commissioned 

after 2015 have been finished under the Namami Gange mission, 

according to records. 

Details: 

 Commissioning of sewage treatment plants (STP) and laying 

sewer lines are at the heart of the mission to clean the Ganga. 

  Nearly 23,000 crores has been sanctioned of the ₹28,000 crore outlay for sewage 

management work.  River-front development, cleaning Ghats and removing trash from the 

river — the cosmetic side of the mission — make up about for ₹1,200 crore of the mission 

outlay.  
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 Uttar Pradesh, responsible for about three-fourths of the inadequately treated industrial waste 

and municipal sewage, had 18 pre-2015 STP and sewage infrastructure projects commissioned. 

The incomplete projects are reflected in the river quality. None of the towns through which the 

Ganga courses through has water fit for bathing or drinking, according to water monitoring 

reports by the State and Central Pollution Control Board. 

Hybrid Annuity-PPP model 

 The Union Cabinet had approved to Hybrid Annuity-PPP model with 100% central sector 

funding. Under this model, development, operation and maintenance of STPs will be 

undertaken by Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) created by winning bidder at local level. 

National Mission for Clean Ganga 

 NMCG is a river cleaning project. 

 NMCG is the implementation wing of National Council for Rejuvenation, Protection and 

Management of River Ganga  

 It was established in 2011 as a registered society under Societies Registration Act, 1860. 

 It has a two-tier management structure and comprises of Governing Council and Executive 

Committee. The Union Cabinet has recently approved changes allowing the National Mission 

for Clean Ganga to fine those responsible for polluting the river. Earlier this power was vested 

solely with the Central Pollution Control Board. The power to fine the polluters is derived from 

the Environment Protection Act. 

 

VARANASI HAS ONLY ONE AIR QUALITY MONITORING  

Prelims: EN8 Pollution 

Prelims Tag: Central Pollution Control Board 

Mains: GS3M - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment. 

Mains Tag: National Clean Air Programme 

Why in News: 

 Varanasi is being ranked as one among the top 3 most polluted cities in the world three years 

ago, a Right to Information request has found. 

Details: 

 The Central Pollution Control Board’s 2015 dataset found Varanasi’s air quality to be among 

the most toxic in the country. 

 It had only one air quality monitor capable of measuring particulate matter 2.5 and particulate 

matter 10 levels.  Out of 227 days measured in 2015, the city had zero ‘good-air’ days and this 

was attributed to the heavy levels of industrial pollution.  
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 Biomass burning, vehicular emissions, brick kilns and diesel generator sets were also major 

contributors. Varanasi is one of the cities that is part of the National Clean Air Campaign, an 

initiative by the Union Environment Ministry to improve air quality in 100 cities by 20% at 

least by 2024.  One of the commitments under this is to improve air quality monitoring. 

National Clean Air Programme / Objective:  

 The overall objective of the programme includes comprehensive mitigation actions for 

prevention, control and abatement of air pollution. It also aims to augment the air quality 

monitoring network across the country and strengthen the awareness and capacity building 

activities. Also, city-specific action plans are being formulated for 102 non-attainment cities 

that are considered to have air quality worse than the National Ambient Air Quality 

Standards. The Smart Cities programme will be used to launch the NCAP in the 43 smart 

cities falling in the list of the 102 non-attainment cities. 

Target: 

  It proposes a tentative national target of 20%-30% reduction in PM2.5 and PM10 

concentrations by 2024, with 2017 as the base year for comparison. 

 However, the government has stressed that NCAP is a scheme, not a legally binding 

document with any specified penal action against erring cities. 

Implementation: 

 NCAP talks of a collaborative, multi-scale and cross-sectoral coordination between central 

ministries, state governments and local bodies. The CPCB will execute the nation-wide 

programme for the prevention, control, and abatement of air pollution within the framework 

of the NCAP. NCAP will be “institutionalised” by respective ministries and will be organised 

through inter-sectoral groups that will also include the Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Health, 

NITI Aayog, and experts from various fields. 

Other features of NCAP  

 Increasing the number of monitoring stations in the country including rural monitoring 

stations, Technology support 

 Emphasis on awareness and capacity building initiatives 

 Setting up of certification agencies for monitoring equipment 

 Source apportionment studies 

 Emphasis on enforcement 

 Specific sectoral interventions. 

National Ambient Air Quality Standards 

 National Ambient Air Quality Standards are the standards for ambient air quality set by the 

Central Pollution Control Board that is applicable nationwide.  
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 The CPCB has this power of setting the standards given by the Air (Prevention and 

Control of Pollution) Act, 1981. The main objective of Air (Prevention and Control of 

Pollution) Act 1981 is to prevent and control Air Pollution. Recent industrialization and 

increased number of air polluting sources has polluted the environment with toxic materials 

which not only harm human health but are also a threat to the eco system in general. 

  In order to cope up with deteriorating air quality, Government of India enacted 

Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, which is an umbrella act for the protection of all 

aspects of the environment. 

The main functions of CPCB are:  

 To advise the appropriate government regarding improvement of the quality of air and the 

prevention, control and abatement of air pollution. To execute and plan a nation-wide 

programme for the prevention, control and abatement of air  

 pollution. To carry out due diligence related to prevention, control and abatement of air 

pollution.  To provide annual standards for the quality of air. 

 To compile, collect and publish technical and statistical data related to air pollution. 

E-WASTE: DISPOSAL NOT AS SIMPLE AS PRESSING CTRL, ALT, 

DELETE 

Prelims Tag: Environment                                                                                                                       

Prelims: EN8 Pollution and waste Management 

Mains: GS3M Issues relating to Poverty and hunger. 

Mains Tag: Environmental Impact and Mitigation  

Why in News:  

 More companies being brought into ambit of extended producers responsibility in T.N. 

Background: 

 A total of 65 companies with a presence in the State have been brought into the ambit of 

extended producers responsibility (EPR), which means they will be collecting their e-waste 

and ensuring that it gets properly disposed.  

 Former Member Secretary of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board (TNPCB) K. 

Karthikeyan said that it was a good thing that the Central Pollution Control Board was 

implementing EPR, as many companies have a pan-India presence. 

  “Without EPR authorisation, companies cannot import and they cannot even sell their 

products. The final links in collection of home appliances, rejects and products bought in the 

grey market are yet to be established. We hope to see some progress soon,” he said. 
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 Compliance key: 

  Officials had the task of checking compliance by industries and any non-compliance would 

lead to suspension of the authorisation. Companies have to complete the network of e-waste 

collection and recycling before they get the authorization 

 EPR, which is seeing some action of late, also brings bulk consumers such as IT companies and 

colleges into its ambit. 

 We have registered bulk consumers with us and they submit annual returns of e-waste 

discarded and recycled. However, we don't have a collective inventory of e-waste they recycle,” 

another official said. 

Data security: 

 K. Purushothaman, CEO, K7 Computing, who was formerly with Nasscom, said that it is very 

important we have a process which can help bulk users dispose of old and used computers. The 

security part of the data is too an equally important aspect, which also needs to be taken into 

consideration 

 A source in an IT company too stressed on the issue of data security while disposing of old 

computers.  "Often NGOs ask us for old computers since we discard them once in three years. 

But it takes time and money to remove the data safely and, for the second user too, loading 

software is a costly affair. The Internet of Things on smart phones and tabs too is an issue, 

which must be dealt with by the government. 

Quest for database: 

 TNPCB recently invited bids from consultants who would be interested in doing an inventory 

of e-waste generators, collection centres, dismantlers, refurbishers and recyclers in the State.  

However, there were no takers, which led the body to write to institutes seeking their 

participation.   

 “This inventory will help us take e-waste management to the next level since we would have 

the requisite data.  Over 95% of e-waste in the State is still being dismantled and recycled in 

the informal sector. A few institutions have responded. We are waiting for the model code of 

conduct to end to proceed further in the matter,” the official said. 

Way Forward: 

 This could help in tackling one of the major issues by reducing the E-waste and recycle them 

for the better use. 
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ODISHA’S WILDLIFE SANCTUARIES RAVAGED BY FANI  

Prelims: Environment (EN5) 

Prelims Tag: Disaster, Wildlife 

Mains: Technology, Economic Development, Bio diversity, Environment, Security and 

Disaster Management (GS3N) 

Mains Tag: Disaster, Wildlife 

Why in News: 

 Severe Cyclone Fani rendered not only several thousand 

people homeless as it tore along India’s east coast, but also 

dealt a body blow to wildlife and forest resources in the 

region. 

Details: 

 The scenic stretch along the tree-lined Marine Drive that 

bisects the Balukhand Wildlife Sanctuary adjacent to the Bay of Bengal between Puri and 

Konark, is now a wasteland with hardly any tree left untouched. 

 the cyclone damaged nearly 55 lakh trees, mostly casuarinas, The devastation has left around 

400 spotted deer homeless. In Bhubaneswar, the cyclone had uprooted decades-old trees 

inside the Nandankanan Zoological Park. The Chandaka Wildlife Sanctuary, has also been 

impacted with thousands of trees uprooted.  hundreds of displaced monkeys have entered 

residential colonies in the periphery of Bhubaneswar. 

Bhitarkanika National Park 

 Bhitarkanika National Park is a national park located in Kendrapara district of Odisha in 

eastern India. It was designated as national park on 16 September 1998 and as a Ramsar site 

on 19 August 2002. Gahirmatha Beach and Marine Sanctuary lies to the east, and separates 

swamp region cover with canopy of mangroves from the Bay of Bengal. 

 The national park is home to saltwater crocodile (Crocodylus porosus), Indian python, King 

cobra, black ibis, darters and many other species of flora and fauna. 

 It hosts a large number of mangrove species, and is the second largest mangrove ecosystem in 

India. 

Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM): 

 Integrated coastal zone management (ICZM) or Integrated coastal management (ICM) is a 

process for the management of the coast using an integrated approach, regarding all aspects of 

the coastal zone, including geographical and political boundaries, in an attempt to achieve 

sustainability. It is a World Bank assisted project. 
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 The ICZM plan involves identification of infrastructure requirements and livelihood 

improvement means in coastal districts. Conservation of mangroves is among the  

 components. The national component of the project includes mapping of the country’s 

coastline and demarcation of the hazard line. 
 

FANI IS THE COUNTRY’S STRONGEST APRIL CYCLONE IN 43 YEARS 

Prelims: Geography (GS2J)  

Prelims Tag: Cyclones 

Mains: GS-III Technology, Economic Development, Bio diversity, Environment, Security and 

Disaster Management (GS3N) 

Mains Tag: Cyclones 

Why in News 

 Unusual formation due to the warming of the Bay of Bengal basin; protracted gestation could 

lead to its gaining strength. 

Details: 

 Cyclonic storm Fani, which is lying about 600 km east of 

Vishakapatnam and 800 km south of Puri, is the first 

severe, cyclonic storm to have formed in April in India’s 

oceanic neighbourhood since 1976, according to records 

from the India Meteorological Department (IMD). 

 While severe cyclones (defined as generating maximum 

windspeeds of 89-117 kmph) can form any time, they 

tend to be concentrated in November — after the monsoon — or around May, when the 

monsoon prepares to arrive in Kerala in June. 

 This is a cyclone that’s forming due to the warming of the Bay of Bengal basin 

 From 1965-2017, the Bay of Bengal and Arabian sea have collectively registered 46 ‘severe 

cyclonic storms. Tropical cyclones in the Indian neighbourhood begin as ‘depressions’ or a 

gradual build-up of warm air and pockets of low pressure. About 35% of such formations 

intensify to ‘cyclones’ and only 7% intensify to ‘very severe cyclones. 

 Cyclone Fani is expected to graduate to an ‘extremely severe cyclonic storm’ by Wednesday 

and make landfall in Orissa (as a very severe cyclonic storm). 

Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS) 

 INCOIS is an autonomous organization of the Union Government. 

 It comes under the Ministry of Earth Sciences. 

 It was established in 1999 
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 HQ : Hyderabad 

 Its mandated is to provide the best possible ocean information and advisory services to 

government agencies, society, industry and the scientific community through sustained ocean 

observations and constant improvements through systematic and focussed research. 

THOUSANDS LEFT HOMELESS AFTER HEAVY RAINS TRIGGER FLASH 

FLOODS IN TRIPURA   

Prelims: Environment (EN5) 

Prelims Tag: Flash Floods 

Mains: Technology, Economic Development, Bio diversity, Environment, Security and 

Disaster Management (GS3N) 

Mains Tag: Flash floods 

Why in News: 

 More than a thousand families in Tripura have been displaced after their houses were 

submerged in flash floods that hit parts of the state. 

Details: 

 The floods were triggered by heavy rains, which 

caused the water level of river Juri and river Kakti 

to rise submerging houses in low-lying areas of 

North Tripura, Unakoti and Dhalai districts. The 

National Disaster Response Force (NDRF), Tripura 

State Rifles (TSR), firefighter team, district, and 

state administration have launched a joint rescue operation and have brought over a thousand 

people to safety. According to Skymet Weather, the rains have been attributed to the cyclonic 

circulation present over Northeast Bihar and a trough extending from this system  

 to Nagaland. Another cyclonic circulation is seen over South Assam and a trough is also 

running from eastern parts of Bihar to North Odisha. 

 Warm and moist winds are continuing over the northeastern states. Apart from these weather 

systems, Western Disturbance was also moving across higher latitudes. 

Flash flood 

 A flash flood is a rapid flooding of low-lying areas: washes, rivers, dry lakes and basins. It may 

be caused by heavy rain associated with a severe thunderstorm, hurricane, tropical storm, or 

meltwater from ice or snow flowing over ice sheets or snowfields. 

National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) 

 It comes under Ministry of Home Affairs 
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 It is the only dedicated disaster response force in the world 

 Established in 2006 

 HQ: New Delhi 

 It works under National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) which lays down policies, 

plans and guidelines for disaster management. 

 At present there are 12 battalions in NDRF which are deployed strategically across country to 

provide immediate response. 4 new battalions are sanctioned by Union Cabinet 

 
 

DNA DATABASE COMING UP FOR INDIAN RHINO  

Prelims: Environment (EN2) 

Prelims Tag: Indian rhino 

Mains: Technology, Economic Development, Bio diversity, Environment, Security and 

Disaster Management (GS3M) 

Mains Tag: Indian Rhino  

Why in News: 

 The Union Environment Ministry has embarked on a project to create DNA profiles of all 

rhinos in the country. 

Details: 

 The Indian rhino could be the first wild animal 

species in India to have all its members DNA-

sequenced 

  The project’s proponents, including the World 

Wide Fund for Nature-India (WWF-India) and 

the Centre-funded Wildlife Institute of India 

(WII), said the exercise would be useful in 

curbing poaching and gathering evidence in 

wildlife crimes involving rhinos. 

 There are about 2,600 rhinos in India, with more than 90% of the population concentrated in 

Assam’s Kaziranga National Park.  Around 60 samples of tissue have been collected so far from 

some rhinos living outside Kaziranga.   DNA samples from dung are also extracted. 

 Once the entire project is completed database will be hosted in the WII headquarters in 

Dehradun.” Once the database is complete, identifying rhinos that were killed or poached 

would be easier. The project is a subset of the Centre’s larger, ongoing rhino conservation 

programme.  
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  The government has been trying to move a significant number of rhinos out of Kaziranga in 

the interest of the species’ conservation, threats from poaching and challenges to their habitat. 

 Outside Kaziranga, there are about 200 rhinos in West Bengal, 40 in Uttar Pradesh and 1 in 

Bihar. There are three species of rhinos, of which only one — the Indian rhino — is found in the 

country. The rhinos were once abundant and well-distributed in the country. However, 

poaching reduced its numbers to about “200 wild animals by the end of the 20th century. 

 Two species of rhino in Asia—Javan and Sumatran—are critically endangered. 

Rhino Conservation : 

 The greater one-horned rhinoceros (Rhinoceros unicornis) is listed as Vulnerable on the IUCN 

Red List of Threatened Species. 

 Rhinoceros unicornis has been listed in CITES Appendix I since 1975 

 Close to 85% of the total population occurs in India, with about 75% in the state of Assam 

 Indian Rhino Vision (IRV) 2020 is a partnership between : 

 the Assam Forest Department, 

 the Bodoland Territorial Council, 

 the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), 

 the International Rhino Foundation (IRF), and 

 the US Fish and Wildlife Service. 

 The goal is to attain a wild population of at least 3,000 greater one-horned rhinos in the Indian 

state of Assam by the year 2020. 

HERITAGE SITES AT RISK FROM GLOBAL WARMING  

Prelims: Environment (EN3) 

Prelims Tag: Global Warming 

Mains: Technology, Economic Development, Bio diversity, Environment, Security and 

Disaster Management (GS3M) 

Mains Tag: Global Warming 

Why in News 

 Researchers plotted glaciers at U.N. designated sites and used 

data modelling to predict ice loss. 

Details: 

 Glaciers are set to vanish from almost half of U.N.-designated 

World Heritage sites in less than a century if greenhouse gas 

emissions are not cut, according to research published in the journal Earth’s Future. Sites 

likely to be affected include the Grosser Aletschgletscher in the Swiss Alps and Greenland’s 

Jakobshavn Isbrae, researchers said in a study.  
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Wake-up call 

 The data should act as a wake-up call for nations to step up their commitments to prevent 

climate change, said the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), which 

collaborated with the University of Fribourg. “Losing these iconic glaciers would be a tragedy 

and have major consequences for the availability of water resources, sea level rise and weather 

patterns,” Climate change is becoming one of the most significant risks for World Heritage 

sites, according to a report released by the United Nations cultural body, UNESCO, in 2016. 

 Researchers used data modelling to predict ice loss based on how much carbon dioxide and 

other greenhouse gases the world emits between now and 2100 

 Nearly half the World Heritage sites — 21 out of a total of 46 that have glaciers — will lose all 

their ice by 2100 under a high emissions scenario. eight of the sites will be ice-free by the start 

of the next century. 

Falling volume 

 The research found significant melting is expected in all scenarios, with between 33% and 60% 

of the total ice volume in 2017 lost by 2100. 

 Global Warming: 

 Global Warming is the increase in Earth's mean surface temperature because of the effect of 

greenhouse gases. These gases absorb long wave radiations and warm the atmosphere, and 

this process is called as Greenhouse effect. 

 

SCIENTISTS CARRY OUT GENETIC STUDY ON PEOPLE OF 

LAKSWADEEP ISLANDS  

Prelims: Environment (EN6) 

Prelims Tag: Lakswadeep 

Mains: Technology, Economic Development, Bio diversity, Environment, Security and 

Disaster Management (GS3M) 

Mains Tag: Lakswadeep 

Why in News: 

 Ancestry largely derived from South Asia with minor 

influences from elsewhere. 

Details: 

 Lakshadweep is an archipelago of 36 islands, scattered 

over approximately 78,000 square km of the Arabian Sea, 

200-440 kms off the south-western coast of India, with population of approximately 65,000.  
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 However, the first human settlement of this archipelago is not clear 

 The islands were known to sailors since ancient times and historical documents say that the 

spread of Buddhism to these islands happened during 6th century B.C., Islam in 661 A.D. by 

Arabians. Cholas ruled the islands in 11th century, Portuguese in 16th century, Ali Rajahs in 

17th, Tipu Sultan in 18th before the British Raj of 19th century. Genetic studies have shown 

that a majority of human ancestry in Lakshadweep is largely derived from South Asia with 

minor influences from East and West Eurasia.  And, there was no evidence of early human 

migration through the Lakshadweep islands. 

 All are tiny islands of coral origin {Atoll} and are surrounded by fringing reefs. 

 The largest and the most advanced is the Minicoy island with an area of 4.53 sq km. 

 Most of the islands have low elevation and do not rise more than five metre above sea level 

(Extremely Vulnerable to sea level change). 

Early Migration: 

 The islands are located between Africa and southwestern part of India.  

 Through earlier studies, early human migration from Africa to Andaman and Australia 

happened through western coast of India.  Lakshadweep Islands might have played a major 

role in early human migration and expected the presence of genetic signatures of ancient 

people, such as Andamanese and Australian aboriginals. the island population had limited 

genetic mixing. The authors have studied the major islands of Agatti, Andorth, Bitra, Chetlat, 

Kadmat, Kalpeni, Kiltan and Minicoy of Lakshadweep and demonstrated a close genetic link of 

Lakshadweep islanders with people from Maldives, Sri Lanka and India. 

 

MILLION SPECIES AT RISK OF EXTINCTION: UN  

Prelims: Environment (EN6) 

Prelims Tag: Extinction, IUCN 

Mains: Technology, Economic Development, Bio diversity, Environment, Security and 

Disaster Management (GS3M) 

Mains Tag: Extinction, IUCN 

Why in News: 

 The report found that up to one million of Earth’s estimated eight 

million plant, insect and animal species is at risk of extinction, 

many within decades. 

Details: 

 Relentless pursuit of economic growth, twinned with the impact 

of climate change has put an” unprecedented” one million species at risk of extinction,  
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scientists say in a landmark report on the damage done by modern civilisation to the natural 

world. 

 “This loss is a direct result of human activity and constitutes a direct threat to human well-

being in all regions of the world.” 

145 authors, 50 countries: 

 Compiled by 145 expert authors from 50 countries, the study is a cornerstone of an emerging 

body of research that suggests the world may need to embrace a new “post-growth” form of 

economics if it is to avert the existential risks posed by the mutually-reinforcing consequences 

of pollution, habitat destruction and carbon emissions. 

 Known as the Global Assessment, the report found that up to one million of Earth’s estimated 

eight million plant, insect and animal species is at risk of extinction, many within decades.  

 The authors identified industrial farming and fishing as major drivers with the current rate of 

species extinction tens to hundreds of times higher than the average over the last 10 million 

years.  

 Climate change caused by burning the coal, oil and gas produced by the fossil fuel industry is 

exacerbating the losses, the report found 

 The findings also add to pressure for countries to agree bold action to protect wildlife at a 

major conference on biodiversity due to take place in China towards  

 the end of next year. 

3-year review 

 The threatened list includes more than 40% of amphibian species, almost 33% of reef-forming 

corals, and more than a third of all marine mammals. The picture was less clear for insect 

species, but a tentative estimate suggests 10% are at risk of extinction. 

IUCN Red Data Book : Threatened Species classification 

  International Union for Conservation of Nature treats threatened species not as a single 

category, but as a group of three categories: vulnerable, endangered, and critically endangered, 

depending on the degree to which they are threatened. 

 Critically Endangered (Cr) is the highest risk category assigned by the IUCN for wild species.  

 Endangered (EN) species is a population of organisms which is at risk of becoming extinct 

because it is either few in numbers, or threatened by changing environmental or predation 

parameters. Vulnerable (VU) species is a species which has been categorised by the IUCN as 

likely to become endangered unless the circumstances threatening its survival and 

reproduction improve. 

 A species becomes extinct when the last existing member of that species dies.   
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180 NATIONS AGREE ON A NEW UN ACCORD TO CURB EXPORT OF 

PLASTIC WASTE  

Prelims: Environment (EN8) 

Prelims Tag: Plastic Pollution 

Mains: Technology, Economic Development, Bio diversity, Environment, Security and 

Disaster Management (GS3M) 

Mains Tag: Plastic Pollution  

Why in News: 

 Around 180 governments agreed on a new UN accord to 

regulate the export of plastic waste, some eight million 

tonnes of which ends up in the oceans each year. 

Details: 

 The 1,400 representatives, meeting in Geneva reached 

the agreement after 12 days’ discussion on what UN 

Environment Programme (UNEP) called “one of the 

world’s most pressing environmental issues”. 

Basel Convention 

 The Geneva meeting amended the 1989 Basel Convention on the control of hazardous wastes 

to include plastic waste in a legally-binding framework. Parties to the Basel Convention have 

reached agreement on a legally-binding, globally-reaching mechanism for managing plastic 

waste, the new amendment would empower developing countries to refuse “dumping plastic 

waste” by others.   

 Developed countries like the US and Canada have been exporting their mixed toxic plastic 

wastes to developing Asian countries claiming it would be recycled in the receiving country. 

“Instead, much of this contaminated mixed waste cannot be recycled and is instead dumped or 

burned, or finds its way into the ocean,”  

 Plastic waste pollution has reached “epidemic proportions” with an estimated 100 million 

tonnes of plastic now found in the oceans. The meeting also undertook to eliminate two toxic 

chemical groups — Dicofol and Perfluorooctanoic Acid, plus related compounds.  

 The latter has been used in a wide variety of industrial and domestic applications including 

non-stick cookware and food processing equipment, as well as carpets, paper and paints. 

 Even though the U.S. and a few others have not signed the accord, they cannot ship plastic 

waste to countries that are on board with the deal. 
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United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 

 It is an UN agency, it coordinates UN’s environmental activities, assisting developing countries 

in implementing environmentally sound policies and practices. It was founded as a result of 

the UN Conference on the Human  

 Environment (Stockholm Conference) in 1972. HQ: Nairobi, Kenya. Its activities cover a 

wide range of issues regarding the atmosphere, marine and terrestrial ecosystems, 

environmental governance and green economy. UNEP is also one of several Implementing 

Agencies for the Global Environment Facility (GEF) and the Multilateral Fund for the 

Implementation of the Montreal Protocol. 
 

2. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

GADCHIROLI NAXAL ATTACK: TROOP PULLOUT MAY HAVE LEFT A 

HOLE IN RED ZONE SECURITY GRID  

Prelims: Defence Infrastructure (ST2A) 

Prelims Tag: Gadchiroli, C-60 Wing 

Mains Tag: Maoists, SAMADHAN 

Mains: Security Challenge (GS3R) 

Why in News: 

 The unceasing requisitioning of paramilitary forces for the 

elections in West Bengal may have weakened the security grid 

around Maharashtra’s Maoist heartland, where an IED blast 

killed 15 jawans. 

Details: 

 Maoists torched 25 vehicles at a road construction site in 

Kurkheda of Gadchiroli early in the morning. 

 A team of the Quick Response Team of the Gadchiroli police was on way to inspect this. 

 While on road in a private vehicle, these fifteen policemen and their driver were killed by a 

powerful explosion set off by Maoists. An improvised explosive device (IED) blast was set off. 

The slain fighters were members of the elite C-60 wing. This is the fourth Maoist attack, since 

the national election began in April, 2019, in Gadchiroli which borders Chattisgarh. 

Maoists: 

 Maoists in India are anti-state rebellion groups spread in mainland country covering tribal 

areas of seven states. The insurgency began in 1967 in remote forests of West Bengal’s village 

‘Naxalbari’. While Naxalism originated in India, Maoism in China. The common thread 

between the two is “armed resistance” and “violence”. 
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 The Maoists consider Parliamentary democracy to be tools of exploiting their rivers and 

natural resources by capitalists and politicians. They want to establish a ‘communist society’ 

through armed revolution against the government. 

Measures taken to deal with Left Wing Extremism: 

 In 2017, a security operations doctrine called ‘SAMADHAN’ was launched.  

 The acronym SAMADHAN stands for Smart leadership, Aggressive strategy, Motivation and 

training, Actionable intelligence, Dashboard Based KPIs (key performance indicators) and 

KRAs (key result areas), Harnessing technology, Action plan for each theater, and No access to 

financing. The MHA suggested the use of trackers for weapons, and bio-metrics in smart guns. 

Unique Identification number (UID) for Gelatin sticks and explosives. 

 At least one UAV or Mini UAV for each of the Central Armed Police Forces (CAPF) battalions 

deployed in the Maoist hotbed. Joint Task Forces for operations along inter-State boundaries 

to be set up. Better inter-state coordination and intelligence sharing. 

 400 fortified police stations to be set up in Naxal belt. Resumption of Left-Wing Extremism 

(LWE) – specific schemes such as SRE, SIS, IAP/ACA, CIAT schools. Prevention of Money 

Laundering Act (PMLA) to be reviewed to ensure effective choking of fund flow to LWE 

groups. Fast tracking building infrastructure, with a focus on solar lights, mobile towers with 

3G connectivity, and road-rail connectivity. Indian Army or specialized forces – such as 

Greyhounds – to train forces to take on naxals. 

C-60 wing: 

 The C-60 was created as a batch of 60 commandos to counter Maoist violence in Gadchiroli. 

As Naxal activities heightened in the coming years, a second branch was also created in 1994. 

They are similar to the Greyhound forces in Telangana and the SOG (Special Operation Group) 

units in Andhra Pradesh. 

 The contribution of C-60 has been a notable one, and they have been alternatively referred to 

as ‘crack commandos’. The commandos were recruited from the same regions where the 

Naxals enlisted their own fighters. Having the same roots, the C-60 had operational 

advantages compared to other units of the state police.  

 These include faster maneuvering, and the greater ability to converse with the local 

population.  The C-60 is qualified for combat in difficult battlegrounds, such as dense forests 

and over hilly terrain. Apart from actual combat, the C-60’s task also includes facilitating 

Maoists to surrender and join the mainstream.  

 For this, members of the unit meet the families of Maoists to apprise them of government 

schemes made for ex-Maoists. 
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Way Forward: 

 The forces should be more proactive and aggressive in owning operations, rather than being 

reactive.  To overcome the Maoist Challenge, there needs to be a comprehensive policy and not 

just a military or security centric approach. 

 

IAF RECEIVES FIRST AH-64E APACHE ATTACK HELICOPTER 

Prelims: Science and Tech (ST2B) 

Prelims Tag: AH-64E Apache Attack Helicopter 

Mains: Science and Tech (GS3K) 

Mains Tag: AH-64E Apache 

Why in News: 

 The first AH-64E Apache attack helicopter built for India was formally handed over to the 

Indian Air Force (IAF) at the Boeing production facility in Mesa, Arizona in the U.S. 

Details: 

 The helicopter has been customised to suit IAF’s future requirements and would have 

significant capability in mountainous terrain. The helicopter has the capability to carry out 

precision attacks at standoff ranges and operate in hostile airspace with threats from ground. 

The ability of the helicopters, to transmit and receive the battlefield picture, to and from the 

weapon systems makes it a lethal acquisition. 

AH-64E / Features: 

 AH-64E Apache is one of the leading multi-role attack helicopters globally and is flown by the 

US Army. 

 The Apaches are armed with stinger air-to-air missiles, Hellfire Longbow air-to-ground 

missiles, guns and rockets. Its features include joint digital operability, improved survivability 

and cognitive decision-aiding. 

Significance: 

  The addition of AH-64 E (I) helicopter is a significant step towards modernisation of Indian 

Air Force’s helicopter fleet. 

 The helicopter has been customised to suit the IAF’s future requirements and would have 

significant capability in mountainous terrain. 

 It has the capability to carry out precision attacks at standoff ranges and operate in hostile 

airspace with threats from ground. 
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CHANDRAYAAN 2 GETS NEW LAUNCH WINDOW  

Prelims: Science & Technology (ST3) 

Prelims Tag: ISRO 

Mains: Technology, Economic Development, Bio diversity, Environment, Security and 

Disaster Management (GS3L) 

Mains Tag: ISRO 

 

Why in News 

 India’s much-delayed second lunar mission, 

Chandrayaan-2, has got yet another launch 

window. 

Chandrayaan-2 

 The mission is set to be launched any time in july 

 The moon landing is likely to be around nearly two 

months after the launch, ISRO said. 

  the second lunar mission of ISRO will have three modules — the Orbiter, Lander (Vikram) and 

Rover (Pragyan).  

 The Orbiter and Lander will be interfaced mechanically and stacked together as an integrated 

module and accommodated inside the GSLV MK-III launch vehicle, ISRO said. 

 “After launch into earth bound orbit by GSLV MK-III, the integrated module will reach the 

Moon orbit using Orbiter propulsion module. Subsequently, Lander will separate from the 

Orbiter and soft land at the predetermined site close to lunar South Pole. Further the Rover 

will roll out for carrying out scientific experiments on the lunar surface, 

 The mission would land on the southern pole of the moon, which has not been explored much 

before by any of the countries. The landing of the craft near the lunar south pole would be 

historically significant as it would give ISRO the opportunity to name that site on the moon. 

GSLV Mk III: 

 GSLV Mk III is a three-stage heavy lift launch vehicle developed by ISRO. The vehicle has two 

solid strap-ons, a core liquid booster and a cryogenic upper stage. 

 GSLV Mk III is designed to carry 4-ton class of satellites into Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit 

(GTO) or about 10 tons to Low Earth Orbit (LEO), which is about twice the capability of GSLV 

Mk II. 
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NO SHORTAGE OF POLIO VACCINE  

Prelims: Science and Tech (ST4) 

Prelims Tag: NIL 

Mains: GS-III Technology, Disaster Management, Environment (GS3L) 

Mains Tag: Polio Immunization 

Why in News: 

 No shortage of polio vaccine for routine 

immunisation says Health ministry. 

Background: 

 The issue came after reports of anticipated 

shortage following the detection of contamination, 

by the Central Drugs Laboratory (CDL) in Kasauli, 

in 16 batches of polio vaccine manufactured by 

Bharat Immunological and Biologicals 

Corporation Limited (Bibcol). 

 

What is poliomyelitis/polio? 

 Poliomyelitis, often called polio or infantile 

paralysis is an acute infectious disease caused by 

polio virus. The virus is a human enterovirus of the Picornaviridae 

 There are three types of Polio Virus: 1,2,3-Single stranded RNA virus Natural or Wild Polio 

Virus (WPVS). It is transmitted from one person to another by oral contact with secretions or 

faecal material from an infected person. It attacks the central nervous system through the 

blood stream and damage the cells and paralyse the victim. 

Types of Polio vaccines 

 Two different kinds of vaccine are available: an inactivated (killed) polio vaccine (IPV) and a 

live attenuated oral polio vaccine (OPV). 

Inactivated Polio vaccine (IPV): 

 It was first introduced in 1995 by Dr. Jonas Salk 

 It is produced from wild-type poliovirus strains of each serotype that have been inactivated 

(killed) with formalin. 

 It is an injectionable vaccine and can be administered alone or in combination with other 

vaccines (e.g., diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, hepatitis B, and haemophilus influenza). 

 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/
http://www.iasgatewayy.com/
http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


www. Vetriiias.com / www.iasgatewayy.com 044-26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

      

 

                38 | P a g e  

 

www.iasgatewayy.com / vetriias.com www.iasgatewayy.com 

   

 

Oral Polio vaccine (OPV): 

 It was first introduced in 1961 by Dr. Albert Sabin 

 consists of a mixture of the three live attenuated poliovirus serotypes (Sabin types 1, 2 and 3), 

selected for their lower neurovirulence and reduced transmissibility. 

 Apart from trivalent OPV (tOPV), monovalent OPVs viz. against Type 1 (mOPV1) and against 

type-3 (mOPV3) have been licensed for use in some countries 

 In 2009, 2 bivalents (type-1 and type-3) OPVs (bOPVs) were licensed. 

 

NHA TO COLLABORATE WITH CANCER GRID  

Prelims: Science & Technology (ST5) 

Prelims Tag: Ayushman Bharat  

Mains: Technology, Economic Development, Bio diversity, Environment, Security and 

Disaster Management (GS3K) 

Mains Tag: Ayushman Bharat  

Why in News: 

 National Health Authority (NHA) and National Cancer Grid 

(NCG) have signed an MoU under the Ayushman Bharat- 

Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY). 

Details: 

 The main objective of this collaboration includes developing 

uniform standards of patient care for prevention, diagnosis and 

treatment of cancer; providing specialised training and education in oncology, and facilitating 

collaborative basic, translational and clinical research in cancer,”  

 “The partnership with the National Cancer Grid will bring in experts to enhance the cancer 

care services provided under AB-PMJAY.” 

 The NHA and NCG will now jointly review existing cancer treatment packages, pricing of 

services, and standard treatment workflows covered under the AB-PMJAY, and plug-in 

necessary gaps to ensure enhanced quality of cancer care. 

 The NCG will work closely with the NHA to rationalise payment rates for different benefit 

packages and treatment/diagnosis plans, and also explore mechanisms to signal the right 

incentives to providers to ensure quality through pricing mechanisms. 

Aayusman bharat: 

 Creating a network of health and wellness infrastructure across the nation (for primary 

health care services). Provide insurance cover to minimum 40% of India’s total population 

(for secondary and tertiary healthcare services). 
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 Beneficiaries of heath insurance under the scheme will include 50 crore economically weak 

citizens of India as defined in the social, economic and ethnic census 2011 database. It will 

cover both rural (8.03 crore) and urban (2.33 crore) families. Ayushman Bharat will subsume 

the existing Rashtriya Sawasthya Bima Yojna, launched in 2008 and the Senior Citizens 

Health Insurance Scheme. It will provide a benefit cover of Rs 5 lakh/year/family. 

 Expenses incurred will be shared between Centre and States in 60:40 ratio. 

 The Government aims to open 5 lakh health and wellness centre by 2022 that will be equipped 

to treat various diseases. Cashless benefits will be allowed from any public or private 

empanelled hospitals. Such empanelled hospitals will have ‘Ayushman Mitra’ to assist patients. 

Benefits can be availed from any place in India and no hospital can refuse treatment under this 

scheme. 

 

AIDS DRUGS PREVENT SEXUAL TRANSMISSION OF HIV IN GAY MEN  

Prelims: Science & Technology (ST5) 

Prelims Tag: Aids, HIV 

Mains: Technology, Economic Development, Bio diversity, Environment, Security and 

Disaster Management (GS3L) 

Mains Tag: Aids, HIV 

Why in News: 

 A European study of nearly 1,000 gay male couples — 

who had sex without condoms where one partner had 

HIV and was taking anti-retroviral drugs to suppress it — 

has found the treatment can prevent sexual transmission 

of the virus. 

Details: 

 After eight years of follow-up of the so-called sero 

different couples, the study found no cases at all of HIV transmission within couples. The 

study proves, the researchers said, that using anti-retroviral therapy to suppress the AIDS 

virus to undetectable levels also means it cannot be passed on via sex,  

  The findings provide conclusive evidence for gay men that the risk of HIV transmission with 

suppressive ART is zero. The study, published in the Lancet medical journal assessed the risk 

of HIV transmission between serodifferent gay male couples — where one partner is HIV-

positive and one is HIV-negative — who do not use condoms. 

  It also found zero risk. 
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AIDS 

 The word AIDS stands for Acquired Immuno Deficiency Syndrome. This means deficiency of 

immune system acquired during the lifetime of an individual indicating that it is not 

a congenital disease [disease or abnormality present from birth]. ‘Syndrome’ means a group of 

symptoms. AIDS was first reported in 1981 and in the last twenty-five years or so, it has spread 

all over the world. 

 Antiretroviral therapy: 

 AIDS is caused by HIV, a retrovirus that attacks the immune system. The virus destroys CD4+ 

T cells, a type of white blood cell that's vital to fighting off infection.   

 AIDS is treated with antiretroviral drugs. These drugs suppress HIV but don't completely 

eliminate the virus from the body. 

Government initiatives 

 The Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare launched the National Strategic Plan 2017-

24 aimed at eradicating HIV/AIDS by 2030. It was launched on the occasion of World AIDS 

Day (1st December). 

  Mission SAMPARK was also launched to trace those who are Left to Follow Up and are to 

be brought under Antiretroviral therapy (ART) services. 

 90:90:90 Strategy It is a new HIV treatment narrative of UNAIDS programme which has 

set targets of 90% of all people living with HIV will know their HIV status (90% diagnosed), 

90% of all people with diagnosed HIV infection will receive sustained antiretroviral therapy 

(90% on HIV treatment) and 90% of all people receiving antiretroviral therapy will have viral 

suppression (90% suppressed). 

NOT KEEPING RECORD OF PRE-NATAL TESTS IS CRIMINAL: SC  

Prelims: Science & Technology (ST5) 

Prelims Tag: Prenatal Tests 

Mains: Technology, Economic Development, Bio diversity, Environment, Security and 

Disaster Management (GS3K) 

Mains Tag: Prenatal tests 

Why in News 

  The Supreme Court upheld provisions in the anti-pre-natal sex 

determination law which ‘criminalises’ non-maintenance of 

medical records by obstetricians and gynaecologists and 

suspend their medical licence indefinitely. 
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Details: 

 A Bench of Justices held that the particular provisions in the Pre-conception and Pre-natal 

Diagnostic Techniques (Prohibition of Sex Selection) Act of 1994 were necessary to prevent 

female foeticide in the country. 

  The main purpose of the Act is to ban the use of sex selection and misuse of pre-natal 

diagnostic technique for sex selective abortions and to regulate such techniques. 

 The court dismissed averments made by doctors that the provisions in the law criminalise even 

the smallest anomaly in paperwork which is in fact an inadvertent 

 and unintentional error. The sections have made obstetricians and gynaecologists vulnerable 

to prosecution all over the country.  

 “It is a responsible job of the person who is undertaking such a test i.e., the 

gynaecologist/medical geneticist/radiologist/ paediatrician/director of the 

clinic/centre/laboratory to fill the requisite information. In case he keeps it vague, he knows 

fully well that he is violating the provisions of the Act. 

Pre-conception and Pre-natal Diagnostic Techniques (Prohibition of Sex Selection) Act 

 The Pre-conception & Pre-natal Diagnostics Techniques (PC & PNDT) Act, 1994 was enacted 

in response to the decline in Sex ratio in India, which deteriorated from 972 in 1901 to 927 in 

1991. The main purpose of enacting the act is to ban the use of sex selection techniques before 

or after conception and prevent the misuse of prenatal diagnostic technique for sex selective 

abortion. The Act was amended to bring the technique of pre conception sex selection and 

ultrasound technique within the ambit of the act. 

 In 1988, the State of Maharashtra became the first in the country to ban pre-natal sex 

determination through enacting the Maharashtra Regulation  

 

INDIA FACING CRITICAL SHORTAGE OF HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS: 

WHO 

Prelims: Science & Technology (ST5) 

Prelims Tag: WHO 

Mains: Technology, Economic Development, Bio diversity, Environment, 

Security and Disaster Management (GS3K) 

Mains Tag: WHO  

Why in News: 

 Despite the health sector employing five million workers in India it 

continues to have low density of health professionals. 
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Details: 

 It is lower than those of Sri Lanka, China, Thailand, United Kingdom and Brazil, according to a 

World Health Organisation database.  This workforce statistic has put the country into the 

“critical shortage of healthcare providers” category. Bihar, Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh and 

Rajasthan are the worst hit while Delhi, Kerala, Punjab and Gujarat compare favourably. 

Southeast Asia needs a 50% increase in healthcare manpower to achieve universal health 

coverage by 2030. India faces the problem of acute shortages and inequitable distributions of 

skilled health workers as have many other low- and middle-income countries,’ 

New Courses Needed: 

  The need of the hour is to design courses for different categories of non-physician care 

providers. Competencies should be valued and reform must be brought in regulatory 

structures to provide flexibility for innovations, 

 Data on the prevalence of occupational vacancies in the health care system in India overall is 

scarce.  Government statistics for 2008, based on vacancies in sanctioned posts showed 18% of 

primary health centres were without a doctor, about 38% were without a laboratory technician 

and 16% were without a pharmacist,” The health workforce in India comprises broadly eight 

categories, namely: doctors (allopathic, alternative medicine); nursing and midwifery 

professionals; public health professionals (medical, non-medical); pharmacists; dentists; 

paramedical workers (allied health professionals); grass-root workers (frontline workers); and 

support staff. 

World Health Organization  

 WHO is a specialized agency of UN 

 It is concerned with international public health 

 It acts as coordinating authority on international public health 

 Established in 1948 

 It succeeded the Health Organization, which was an agency of the League of Nations. 

 HQ: Geneva, Switzerland 

 India is a founder member of WHO. 

 It is a member of UN Development Group (UNDP). 

 WHO flag features the Rod of Asclepius as a symbol for healing 

National Health Mission 

 The National Health Mission (NHM) envisages achievement of universal access to equitable, 

affordable & quality health care services that are accountable and responsive to people's needs. 

The National Health Mission seeks to ensure the achievement of the following indicators. 

Reduce Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR) to 1/1000 live births 
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 Reduce Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) to 25/1000 live births 

 Reduce Total Fertility Rate (TFR) to 2.1 

 Prevention and reduction of anaemia in women aged 15–49 years 

 Prevent and reduce mortality & morbidity from communicable, non-communicable; injuries 

and emerging diseases. Reduce household out-of-pocket expenditure on total health care 

expenditure. Reduce annual incidence and mortality from Tuberculosis by half 

 Reduce prevalence of Leprosy to <1/10000 population and incidence to zero in all districts 

 Annual Malaria Incidence to be <1/1000 

 Less than 1 per cent microfilaria prevalence in all districts 

 Kala-azar Elimination by 2015, <1 case per 10000 population in all blocks. 

 

KILOGRAM UPDATE TO SPUR REVISION OF TEXTBOOKS 

Prelims: Science & Technology (ST9) 

Prelims Tag: kilogram  

Mains: Technology, Economic Development, Bio diversity, Environment, Security and 

Disaster Management (GS3K) 

Mains Tag: kilogram  

Why in News: 

 With the definition of the ‘kilogram’ getting a global, technical 

makeover, textbooks are set to undergo an update. 

Background 

 Since the 19th century, scientists have based their definition of the 

fundamental unit of mass on a physical object — a shining 

platinum-iridium cylinder or Le Grand K (weighed exactly a 

kilogram) known as the International Prototype of the Kilogram. 

 It is housed at the headquarters of BIPM in Sevres, France. 

 All modern mass measurements are derived from the kilogram, whether micrograms of 

pharmaceutical medicine or gold dust, kilos of fruit or fish or tonnes of steel. 

 The problem is the prototype doesn't always weigh the same. Even inside its three-glass bell 

jars it picks up microparticles of dirt and is affected by the atmosphere. Sometimes it needs 

cleaning, which can affect its mass. 

New Concepts: 

 Since 1967, the second has been defined as the time it takes for a certain amount of energy to 

be released as radiation from atoms of Caesium-133. This became the basis of all measures of 

time and is used in atomic clocks. 
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 Once the second was defined, the metre fell into place. This was based on another universal 

constant: the speed of light. Today, the metre is defined as the distance travelled by light in 

vacuum in 1/299,792,458 of a second (which is already defined). 

 The kilogram comes next. The Planck constant, which Kilogram is based on, is usually 

measured in joule seconds, but this can also be expressed as kilogram square metres per 

second. By adding measurements of a second and a metre, along with an exact knowledge of 

Planck’s constant, precise definition of the kilogram can be obtained. 

 

 The CSIR-NPL, which is India’s official reference keeper of units of measurements, released a 

set of recommendations requiring that school textbooks, engineering-education books, and 

course curriculum update the definition of the kilogram. 

 The institute is also in the process of making its own ‘Kibble Balance’, a device that was used to 

measure the Planck Constant and thereby reboot the kilogram. The National Physical 

Laboratory itself will be relying on the kilogram maintained in the  

 U.S.-based National Institutes of Standards and Technology to calibrate its one-kilogram 

weight. 

3. ARTS AND CULTURE  

ASI IDENTIFIES INDIAN ARTEFACTS SEIZED FROM SMUGGLER  

Prelims: Art & Culture (AC2) 

Prelims Tag: ASI, Artefacts 

Mains: Indian Heritage and Culture, History and Geography of the World and Society. (GS1A) 

Mains Tag: ASI, Artefacts  

Why in News: 

 From idols dating back to the Gupta period (5th-6th Century 

AD) to terracotta objects of the Harappan culture, a range of 

Indian antiquities and artefacts that were smuggled identified 

by the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) during a team’s 

recent visit to the United States. 

Details: 

 “The antiquities comprise beautiful bronzes from the Suttamalli and Sripurantan temples of 

Tamil Nadu and also a very significant image of Mahakoka Devata. 

  Of these, four antiquities were stolen from the protected monuments at Karitalai, district 

Katni in Madhya Pradesh. Apart from that, 56 terracotta objects that were returned by Toledo 

Museum in Ohio to the Indian consulate were declared to be antiquities by the team.  
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 Among them, few were identified as antiquities, like the stone image of the Buddha of Mathura 

School, a terracotta image of the Buddha belonging to the Gupta period and a set of 10 copper 

plates engraved with Quranic verses of the late Mughal Period. 

Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) 

 The ASI is the premier organization for the archaeological researches and protection of the 

cultural heritage of the country. The prime objection of ASI is to maintain the archaeological 

sites, ancient monuments and remains of national importance. 

 Headquarters: New Delhi. 

 Established: 1861 by Alexander Cunningham. 

 It regulates all archaeological activities as per the provisions of the Ancient Monuments and 

Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958. 

 It functions under the aegis of the Union Ministry of Culture. 

 It also regulates Antiquities and Art Treasure Act, 1972. 

 

KOLAM TRIBE 

Prelims: Art & Culture (AC3) 

Prelims Tag: Tribe 

Mains: Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice and International relations (GS2K) 

Mains Tag: Tribe  

Why in News: 

 Four children belonging to the aboriginal 

Kolam tribe from Narnoor mandal in Adilabad 

district died after food poisoning.  

Details 

 Kolam are a designated Scheduled Tribe in the 

Indian states of Andhra Pradesh 

Chhattisgarh Madhya Pradesh 

and Maharashtra.  

 They belong to the sub-category Particularly vulnerable tribal group, one of the three 

belonging to this sub-category.    

 They speak the Kolami language, they are an agricultural community. The Kolam are 

an endogamous group.  

 They have a high rate of returning positive to the Naked eye single tube red cell osmotic 

fragility test (NESTROFT) test, making them prone to high incidence of Thalassaemia. 
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Government initiative for tribes: 

 The Tribal Sub Plan (TSP) strategy is a Government of India initiative aimed for the rapid 

socio-economic development of tribal people. 

 The National Commission for Scheduled Tribes is vested with the duty to participate and 

advise in the planning process of socio-economic development of STs, and to evaluate the 

progress of their development under the Union and any State. 

4. GOVERNANCE  

JUSTICE BOBDE PANEL GIVES CLEAN CHIT TO CJI IN SEXUAL 

HARASSMENT PROBE  

Prelims: Governance (G2) 

Prelims Tag: Judiciary  

Mains: Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice and International relations (GS2K) 

Mains Tag: CJI, Harassment 

Why in News: 

 The Justice S.A. Bobde in-house committee has found “no 

substance” in the sexual harassment allegations levelled by a 

former Supreme Court staff member against Chief Justice of 

India Ranjan Gogoi. 

Details: 

 As part of the in-house procedure, the report would not be 

placed in the public domain, the court added. The inquiry was by nature purely preliminary, ad 

hoc and only for the purpose of getting information. The report was “wholly confidential” and 

existed “only for the purpose of satisfaction that such a report has been made”. 

What were the earlier Vishaka guidelines? 

 The Vishaka guidelines were laid down by the Supreme Court in Vishakha and others v State of 

Rajasthan judgment in 1997. It imposes three key obligations on employing institutions - 

prohibition, prevention, and redress. The institutions are mandated to establish a Complaints 

Committee. This was to look into matters of sexual harassment of women at the workplace. 

 These guidelines are legally binding. 

Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace 

 Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Actwas 

passed in 2013. It broadens the Vishaka guidelines, which were already in place. 
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 An aggrieved victim is a woman “of any age whether employed or not”, who “alleges to have 

been subjected to any act of sexual harassment”. The Act thus covers the rights of all women 

working or visiting any workplace, in any capacity. Sexual harassment is any one or more of 

“unwelcome acts or behaviour”, committed directly or by implication. They include: 

 Physical contact & advances 

 A demand or request for sexual favours 

 Sexually coloured remarks, Showing pornography 

 Any other unwelcome physical, verbal or non-verbal conduct of sexual natural. 

 

HIGHER EDUCATION TO GET A BOOST WITH ₹1.5 LAKH CRORE 

ACTION PLAN  

Prelims: Governance (G3) 

Prelims Tag: National Education policy 

Mains: GS-II Governance, social justice and IR (GS2B) 

Mains Tag: National Education Policy 

Why in News: 

 The Ministry of Human Resource Development plans 

to launch an ambitious ₹1.5 lakh crore action plan to 

improve the quality and accessibility of higher 

education over the next five years. 

Background: / EQUIP: 

  EQUIP stands for the Education Quality Upgradation 

and Inclusion Programme and was crafted by ten 

committees led by experts within the government  

 The ten committees have drafted strategy to improve 

access to higher education, especially for underserved 

communities; improve the gross enrolment ration; 

improve teaching and learning processes; build educational infrastructure; improve the quality 

of research and innovation; use technology and online learning tools; and work on 

accreditation systems, governance structures and financing. 

What were the recommendations of Subramaniam committee? 

 T.S.R. Subramaniam committee was formed in the year 2015 and the committee submitted 

following recommendations. 
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 Indian Education Service (IES) should be established as an all India service with the cadre 

controlling authority vesting Resource HRD ministry. 

 The outlay on education should be raised to at least 6% of GDP without further loss of time. 

 Teacher Entrance Tests (TET) should be made compulsory for recruitment of all teachers. 

 Compulsory licensing for teachers in government and private schools should be made 

mandatory. 

 Pre-school education for children in the age group of 4 to 5 years should be declared as a right. 

The no detention policy must be continued for young children until completion of class V when 

the child will be 11 years old. 

 

 A National Level Test open to every student who has completed class XII from any School 

Board should be designed. 

 The mid-day meal (MDM) program should now be extended to cover students of secondary 

schools.  The University Grants Commission (UGC) needs to be made leaner and thinner and 

given the role of disbursal of scholarships and fellowships. 

 Top 200 foreign universities should be allowed to open campuses in India. 

What are the issues with these recommendations? 

 The original report recommended that political parties to be banned from appointing Vice 

Chancellors for universities. 

 A radical reform it had recommended is separate bureaucratic framework for HRD functions. 

An autonomous body to handle the selection of teachers for government schools and colleges 

was also recommended. These recommendations may not have been new, but nearly all of 

them broke with the dogmas of the past. 

What is the purpose of new committee? 

 The government is not satisfied with the reports of TSR Subramanian Committee. 

 Fresh and comprehensive reports are the main objectives for the government to announce the 

new committee. The new committee will be headed by ISRO chief K Kasturirangan. 

 The new committee will consider inputs from the Subramanian committee reports. 

What should be done? 

 The government’s intention on reforming education would be successful only when it is ready 

to accept the recommendations and implement them. 
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NEW INCOME TAX RULE FOR SENIOR CITIZENS  

Prelims: Governance (G3) 

Prelims Tag: Tax rule for senior citizens 

Mains: GS-II Governance, social justice and IR (GS2B) 

Mains Tag: Nil 

Why in News: 

 The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has revised the rules applicable in case of filing of 

Form 15 H, allowing Section 87A rebate. 

What is Form 15 H? 

 The Form 15 H is a declaration under section 197A (1C) of the Income Tax Act. 

 This is to be made by an individual who is of the age of 60 years or more claiming certain 

incomes without deduction of tax, i.e. TDS. The form needs to be submitted to any institution 

such as a bank. It deducts TDS if interest income exceeds Rs 50,000 a year (Rs 40,000 for 

non-senior citizens). 

What is Section 87A? 

 Under Section 87A of the Income Tax Act, an assessee, being an individual resident in India, 

whose total income does not exceed Rs 5 lakh, shall be entitled to a deduction. 

 This will be a deduction from the amount of income-tax (as before allowing the deductions) on 

the total income with which s/he is chargeable for any assessment year. 

 The deduction will be an amount equal to 100% of such income-tax or an amount of Rs 12,500, 

whichever is less. 

What is the new rule? 

 CBDT has notified that the Form 15H declaration will cover the Section 87A rebate. 

 The new rule is applicable for the financial year 2019-20. 

 The new rule will benefit those senior citizens whose tax liability will be Nil after allowing 

rebate under Section 87A. This means that if they are able to keep their  

 total taxable income within Rs 5 lakh, they will face no tax and will be eligible to file Form 15H. 

 Those who have interest income as the only source of income will stand to benefit from this 

change. The new rule will help reduce the running around for tax refund for those who now 

become eligible for submission of Form 15 H. 

CBDT 

 The Central Board of Direct Taxes is a statutory authority functioning under the Central Board 

of Revenue Act, 1963. CBDT consists of a Chairman and six Members. 

 The officials of the Board in their ex-officio capacity also function as a Division of the Ministry 

dealing with matters relating to levy and collection of direct taxes. 
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5. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS  

ROBUST PLAN IN PLACE TO IMPORT OIL  

Prelims: International (IR1) 

Prelims Tag: Oil, Iran 

Mains: Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice and International Relations (GS2N) 

Mains Tag: Oil, Iran 

Why in News: 

 U.S. refuses to extend sanctions waiver to India on Iran oil import and 

oil marketing companies stop placing orders from Iran. 

Details: 

 India has a “robust plan” to import oil from other countries, the 

Ministry of External Affairs said, the deadline for the U.S. sanction waiver for oil imports from 

Iran expired without an extension from the U.S. Last year, the U.S. re-imposed sanctions on 

Iran, prohibiting countries from importing oil from it, but waived these sanctions for eight 

countries, including India. That waiver has expired and the U.S. announced that it would not 

be extending it. There is a robust plan in place to import oil from other countries, Indian oil 

companies, meanwhile, have stopped placing orders for Iranian oil. Prior to the sanctions and 

the subsequent reduction in the quantity of oil imported from Iran, Iran accounted for about 

10% of India’s oil requirements. 

Iran and India’s oil basket: 

 India, the world’s third-biggest oil consumer, meets more than 80% of its crude oil 

requirements and around 40% of its natural gas needs through imports. Domestic oil and 

natural gas production have been declining for the last few years, even as the energy needs of 

the economy have grown. India is Iran’s top oil buyer after China. In 2018-19, it imported 23.5 

million tonnes from Iran; in the previous year, almost 10% of its total 220.4 million tonnes of 

crude imports was from Iran. Iran was the fourth largest supplier of oil to India in 2018-19, 

and other suppliers may not provide the same benefits in the form of price and credit facilities. 

Iran responded 

 Iran threatened to close the Strait of Hormuz, a neck of water between its southern coast and 

the northern tip of the sultanate of Oman. Strait of Hormuz lane through which a third of the 

world’s seaborne oil passes every day. It is a threat that Iran has made earlier, too and this 

strategic area has seen several flashpoints erupt in Tehran’s fraught relationship with west 

over the past years. 
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INDIA’S ENGAGEMENTS IN THE INDIAN OCEAN  

Prelims: International (IR1) 

Prelims Tag: NIL 

Mains: GS-II Governance, Social Justice and IR (GS2P) 

Mains Tag: India’s engagements in the Indian Ocean 

Why in News: 

 China's engagement in the India Ocean Region poses new challenges for India. 

 It is high time that India makes strategic partnerships, going beyond the current defensive 

mindset. 

Background: 

What are the recent exercises by India? 

 A series of bilateral exercises with regional navies were conducted in the Indian Ocean. 

 In April, 2019 in their biggest and most complex exercise, Indian and Australian warships held 

drills in the Bay of Bengal. This was followed by a much-publicised anti-submarine exercise 

with the U.S. Navy near Diego Garcia. Very recently, the Indian Navy held a joint exercise 

‘Varuna’ with the French Navy off the coast of Goa and Karwar. 

 Alongside, two Indian warships participated in a ‘group sail’ with warships from Japan, the 

Philippines and the U.S. on return from a fleet review in Qingdao, China. 

What is the Geo-political drive? 

 China - The trigger for India’s increased engagement at sea is the rapid expansion of China’s 

naval footprint in the Indian Ocean. 

 China has commercial investments in Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 

 Beyond this, it has also established a military outpost in Djibouti, a key link in its Belt and 

Road Initiative (BRI). Reports also suggest that People’s Liberation Army (PLA) was planning 

an expansion of its logistics base for non-peacekeeping missions. 

 This raises the possibility of an operational overlap with the Indian Navy’s areas of interest. 

 It is anticipated that Djibouti could be a future where China would control key nodes covering 

important shipping lanes in Indian Ocean. This would in turn allow the PLA’s Navy (PLAN) to 

dominate the security dynamic. South Asia - South Asian navies too have been making their 

presence felt in the seas of the Indian subcontinent. Sri Lanka has expanded engagement with 

Pacific powers which includes the Royal Australian Navy and the U.S. Navy. 

 With China’s assistance, Pakistan is becoming an increasingly potent actor in the northern 

Indian Ocean, a key region of Indian interest. Beijing has also been instrumental in 

strengthening the navies of Bangladesh and Myanmar. In these circumstances, India has had 

little option but to intensify its own naval engagements in South Asia. 
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What seems to be China's strategy? 

 Submarine - China’s expanding submarine engagements in Indian Ocean indicate its strategic 

ambitions in India’s neighbourhood. 

 Reportedly, PLAN has been studying the operating environment in the Indian Ocean. 

 This comes in the context of a larger endeavour to develop capabilities for sustained operations 

in the Indian Ocean Region. 

 As a result, the Indian Navy’s recent bilateral exercises have focussed on under-sea 

surveillance and anti-submarine warfare. Less sightings - Despite the above developments, 

notably, Chinese submarine sightings are said to have decreased in recent times. 

 With the Wuhan summit, it is believed that India and China are on a collaborative path. 

 Also, India is silent on China’s continuing aggression in the South China Sea. 

 Indian warships were sent for the Chinese fleet review in Qingdao. 

 All these largely suggest a conciliatory stance. 

 China's strategy - Nevertheless, reduced visibility of Chinese submarines does not necessarily 

prove absence. Chinese submarines are quieter, craftier and stealthier than earlier. 

 As suspected, PLAN could be on a quest to master undersea ‘quieting’ technologies. 

 South Asia focus - China has been downplaying its strategic interests in South Asia. 

 It is concerned that too much talk about its growing naval power could prove detrimental to 

the cause of promoting the BRI. The concerns raised at the recent BRI summit, on Chinese 

‘debt traps’ has led Beijing to revise some of its infrastructure projects. India’s refusal to 

participate in the BRI may have also prompted China to rethink its economic and military 

strategies in Indian Ocean. 

How is China's engagement in African region? 

 China hasn’t indicated any change of plan in West Asia and the east coast of Africa. 

 Most of China’s energy and resource shipments originate there. 

 Chinese investments in port infrastructure in Kenya, Sudan, Tanzania and Mozambique have 

grown at a steady pace.In response, India has moved to deepen its own regional engagement, 

seeking naval logistical access to French bases in Reunion and Djibouti. 

How significant are partnerships now? 

 Despite the bilateral and trilateral naval engagements, India hasn’t succeeded in leveraging 

partnerships for strategic gains. India’s political leadership is reluctant to militarise the 

Quadrilateral grouping or to expand naval operations in the Western Pacific. 

 Consequently, the power-equation with China remains skewed in favour of China. 

 Indian Navy’s regional strategy seems to be a mere ‘risk management’ tactic, with limited 

approach to shape events in littoral-Asia. 
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 For long, the Indian Navy has played a prominent role in the fight against non-traditional 

challenges in the Indian Ocean. These include Indian Navy's - contribution to the counter-

piracy mission off the Somalia coast humanitarian assistance and disaster relief (including in 

cyclone-hit Mozambique). However, a paucity of assets and capacity has forced the Navy to 

seek partners willing to invest resources in joint security endeavours. 

 In all, partnerships are vital to the Indian Navy, especially in deterring Chinese undersea 

deployments in South Asia. 

 

NAVY JOINS EXERCISES IN SOUTH CHINA SEA  

Prelims: International (IR1) 

Prelims Tag: South China Sea 

Mains: Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice and International Relations (GS2R) 

Mains Tag: South China Sea  

Why in News: 

 Navy ships INS Kolkata and Shakti carried out Group Sail with the naval ships of Japan, the 

Philippines and the U.S. in the South China Sea (SCS). 

Details: 

 The ships undertook various exercises en route which included formation manoeuvring, under 

way replenishment runs, cross-deck flying and exchange of sea riders,” 

Committed to safety 

 The group sail exercise showcased India’s commitment to operating with like-minded nations 

to ensure safe maritime environment through enhanced interoperability. China, which claims 

a major part of the SCS, has disputes with most of its maritime neighbours. Six ships, 

including a frigate and helicopter carrier JMSDF Izumo from Japan, a Philippines frigate and 

an Arleigh Burke class destroyer from the U.S. Navy took part in the six-day exercise. 

Importance of South China Sea 

 The South China Sea is a busy international waterway, one of the main arteries of global trade 

worth more than $5 trillion and is growing year on year. It is a rich source of hydrocarbons and 

natural resources. 

Islands in the South China Sea 

 The islands of the South China Sea can be grouped into two island chains. The Paracels 

Islands: These are clustered in the northwest corner of the Sea. The Spratly Islands: These are 

located in the southeast corner. 
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South China Sea Dispute 

 The South China Sea is an area of growing conflicts due to territorial claims by different 

countries. With respect to the Spratly Islands, different geographic features are reportedly 

occupied by claimants such as Taiwan, Vietnam, the Philippines, China, and Malaysia. The 

Paracels Islands are claimed by China, Vietnam, and Taiwan. 

 

INDIA, JAPAN, SRILANKA TO SIGN EAST CONTAINER TERMINAL AT 

COLOMBIA PORT 

Prelims: International (IR1) 

Prelims Tag: East Container Terminal 

Mains: GS-II Governance, Social Justice and IR (GS2P) 

Mains Tag: Nil 

Why in News: 

 Sri Lanka, Japan and India signed an agreement to jointly develop the East Container 

Terminal at the Colombo Port.  

Background: 

 The joint initiative is estimated to cost between $500 million and $700 million. As per the 

agreement signed, the Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA) retains 100% ownership of the East 

Container Terminal (ECT), while the Terminal Operations Company, conducting its 

operations, is jointly owned. Sri Lanka will hold a 51 per cent-stake in the project and the joint 

venture partners will retain 49%. Japan is likely to provide a 40-year soft loan with a 0.1 

percent interest rate. 

ECT Location: 

 The ECT is located some 3 km away from the China-backed international financial city, known 

popularly as “port city”, being built on reclaimed land on Colombo’s sea front. 

Way ahead: 

 India’s possible role in developing the terminal had become a major flashpoint within the 

government. 
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INDIA GIVES 2 ATTACK COPTERS TO AFGHANISTAN  

Prelims Tag: International Relation 

Prelims: IR1I India and Afghanistan 

Mains: GS2P - India and its neighbourhood- relations. 

Mains Tag: Bilateral Relations 

Why in News: 

 India on Thursday handed over two Mi-24 attack helicopters to Afghanistan. 

Background: 

 These helicopters are a replacement for the four attack helicopters gifted by India to 

Afghanistan in 2015.  

 The Mi-24 helicopters shall boost the capability of the Afghan Air Force (AAF) and enhance 

the effectiveness of the Afghan National Defence and Security Force in combating the scourge 

of terrorism, the Indian Embassy in Kabul said in a statement.  

 The helicopters were formally handed over by Indian Ambassador to the Minister of National 

Defence of Afghanistan, Asadullah Khalid, at the Kabul Air Force base. 

Tripartite agreement: 

 Under a tripartite agreement, India has agreed to purchase the attack helicopters from Belarus 

and supply them to Afghanistan. Earlier, India had gifted four Mi-24  

 Attack helicopters drawn from the inventory of the Indian Air Force and three Cheetal utility 

helicopters manufactured by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL). 

 

SRI LANKA BLASTS ACCUSED WAS ON RADAR OF INDIAN AGENCIES  

Prelims: International (IR1A)  

Prelims Tag: India and its Neighbours  

Mains: GS -II Governance, Constitution, Social Justice and IR (GS2P) 

Mains Tag: Security  

Why in News? 

 A key accused in the recent serial blasts in Sri Lanka, Aadhil AX, was reportedly under 

surveillance by Indian agencies including Gujarat’s Anti-Terrorist Squad (ATS), following the 

arrest of two Islamic State (IS) suspects Ubed Mirza and Kasim Stimberwala. The arrested 

persons were allegedly in touch with Aadhil via WhatsApp. 

Details: 

 Both Mirza and Stimberwala were arrested by the Gujarat ATS and are in judicial custody in 

Surat.  
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 They have been charge-sheeted by the National Investigation Agency (NIA), which accused 

them of plotting a lone wolf attack in Ahmedabad. Mirza is a lawyer while Stimberwala is a 

medical technician. As per the charge sheet filed by the NIA, Mirza, in 2017, had a WhatsApp 

chat with Aadhil, who is believed to be the same person involved in the Sri Lanka serial blasts, 

in which more than 250 people were killed. 

 The charge sheet also mentions the messages and chats between Mirza and Aadhil through 

social media. 

National Counter Terrorism Center (NCTC) 

 After the 26/11 attacks, Government felt the need to setup a separate body to deal with 

terrorism. NCTC is modelled on the American NCTC and Britain’s Joint Terrorism Analysis 

Centre. NCTC will derive its powers from the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act, 1967 

 The basic idea is to prevent confusion regarding intelligence inputs and also ensure that none 

of the police forces from the states enter into a blame game regarding intelligence sharing as 

one got to see during the 26/11 attacks in Mumbai. 

What will NCTC do? 

 It will have the power to conduct searches and arrests in any part of India. will collect, collate 

and disseminate data on terrorism. will also maintain a data base on terrorist and their 

associates including their families. In short, NCTC will serve as a single and effective point of 

control and coordination of all counter terrorism measures. 

1. Multi-Agency Centre (MAC) 

2. It is platform to share varied intelligence inputs coming from various agencies like the 

3. Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI), 

4. Economic Intelligence Agency, 

5. Enforcement Directorate etc. – 

6. Earlier this MAC was under Intelligence Bureau under Home Ministry. 

7. But in future, the MAC will be placed under the NCTC. 

How is it different from US and UK model? 

 USA’s NCTC which deals only with strategic planning and integration of intelligence without 

any operational involvement. UK ‘s Joint Terrorism Analysis Centre, which too plays a purely 

coordinating role. But the Indian NCTC will have not only intelligence functions but also 

powers to conduct operations, raids and arrests in any part of India. 

What is the problem with NCTC? 

 NCTC was to start working from March 2012, but it couldnot be launched due to opposition 

from a group of Non-Congress chief ministers who say that NCTC is against the federal 

structure of the country. Power to Arrest without informing State Government 
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 Non-Congress chief ministers allege that the NCTC has been empowered to search and arrest 

people without informing the state government, police or anti-terror squad in the loop. Take 

this scenario for example. A suspected terrorist is holed up in a state. The officials of the NCTC 

would have the right to enter into that state and pick him or her up without informing the state 

machinery and deal with him under their laws. 

 The role of the state becomes redundant with such powers and states would have no say or role 

to play in the fight against terrorism. This would have a bearing on the rights and privileges of 

the states as enshrined in the Constitution. 

 To curb this fear, Home Ministry had altered the rules. Now, the senior most police officers in 

all states – the Director Generals of Police and the chiefs of anti-terror squads of all states will 

be members of the Standing Council of the NCTC. They will be informed before the NCTC 

conducts an operation in their state. 

 And Home Ministry had also assured the State Governments that NCTC will now be able to 

carry out anti-terror operations only in the rarest of rare cases. 

Overlapping with NIA: 

 National Investigating Agency (NIA) was established after the 26/11 attacks. 

 So, the establishment of a new NCTC would only add to the bureaucratic tangle in intelligence 

sharing and counter terrorist action. However, Chindu had assured that NIA is merely a 

predecessor of NCTC. (so once NCTC comes into operation, the NIA will function under it or 

will be submerged into NCTC). 

Present Status of NCTC: 

 After Pranab become President, Chindu became Finance Minister and thus Shinde became the 

Home Minister. But Shinde, in his first public speech, did not mention National Counter 

Terrorism Centre (NCTC) or National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID). That means, Home 

Ministry has put the idea in back-burner for now. 
 

TEN YEARS ON: ON END OF SRI LANKA CIVIL WAR  

Prelims: International (IR1A) 

Prelims Tag: Civil war 

Mains: Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice and 

International Relations (GS2P) 

Mains Tag: Civil war  

Why in news 

  Sri Lanka completes 10 years since the brutal and decisive war 

against Tamil militants.  
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Details: 

  It must be acknowledged that the country has not achieved much tangible progress towards 

ethnic reconciliation, accountability for war-time excesses and constitutional reform that 

includes a political solution 

  The pervasive grievances of the Tamil minority remain. 

  Some progress has been made in resettlement and rehabilitation, but complaints abound. 

  Preliminary steps were taken towards forging a new Constitution, but the process seems to be 

at a standstill.   The creation of an ‘Office on Missing Persons’ has not inspired enough 

confidence.  There is no mechanism to secure justice for those massacred in the closing stages 

of the war. The year 2015 brought to power a new regime, a fresh promise of  

 Democratic governance, and the infusion of a spirit of political and constitutional reform. 

The Easter Sunday bombings 

 However, a month ago everything changed. The Easter Sunday bombings have taken the 

country back to the time when terrorism was the dominant theme.  

  There is no real ‘underlying cause’ to address; no group or organisation to talk to; and no 

tangible political grievances to redress. The serial blasts, executed by fanatical elements 

apparently inspired by the Islamic State, may be a flashpoint for a fresh round of inter-ethnic 

and inter-religious tension.  Anti-terrorism laws and emergency regulations are back in full 

measure. The biggest adverse fallout is that a new dimension has been given to inter-ethnic 

suspicions that may deepen distrust among communities. 

  When tensions persist among communities, nothing can make up for the absence of 

reconciliation and trust among all sections. Never has Sri Lanka needed a shared sense of 

nationhood among all its peoples more than it does now. 

From recent evidences, South Asia, a fertile ground for ISIS: 

 It’s evident from its actions that the ISIS leadership has seen South Asia as a fertile ground for 

the organisation. The history of jihadist insurgency, high Muslim population and growing 

tensions between communities may all have prompted the group to focus on the region in its 

quest for expansion. Despite large-scale military setbacks at the core, ISIS still remains a 

global terrorist force. In Afghanistan, ISIS members and sympathisers have already set up a 

Wilayat called the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant Khorasan Province in the eastern 

Nangarhar province. The group has carried out several suicide attacks, mainly targeting 

Shias in the already troubled country. It’s from Khorasan that ISIS is handling its South Asia 

operations, including in India, Pakistan and Bangladesh. ISIS hasn’t carried out any major 

terror attack in India, nor does the group have any organisational presence in the country. But 

it has lured dozens of Indians into its fold. 
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MORAL AMBIGUITY ON THE ROHINGYA   

Prelims: International (IR1C) 

Prelims Tag: Rohingya 

Mains: Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice and International Relations (GS2Q) 

Mains Tag: Rohingya  

Why in News: 

 India must break its silence on the gross  

 Human rights violations by Myanmar 

Details: 

 India’s abstention from voting on a UN Human 

Rights Council draft resolution, on the “situation of human 

rights in Myanmar” needs closer examination.  

 Co-sponsored by the European Union (EU) and Bangladesh, 

the resolution “expresses grave concern at continuing 

reports of serious human rights violations and abuses in 

Myanmar”, particularly in Rakhine, Kachin and Shan States, 

and calls for a full inquiry into these by the Council’s own mechanism and the International 

Criminal Court (ICC) 

 What is deeply unfortunate is India’s continued diplomatic and moral passivity on the 

Rohingya crisis. Despite the Myanmar Army facing charges of serious war crimes, including 

genocide — according to a UN Fact-Finding Mission (FFM) and several other international 

human rights organisations — India refuses to take a strong moral stand for the sake of 

maintaining cordial bilateral relations with Naypyidaw. 

 There was no reference by India to the excessive and arbitrary force used by security forces on 

Rohingya civilians in response to the “extremist violence”. 

  India is one of Myanmar’s top arms suppliers, and weapons sales includes military aircraft, 

artillery, naval vessels and reconnaissance equipment, armoured vehicles, anti-submarine 

torpedoes and missiles. Whether Myanmar is using some of its India-supplied weapons to 

maim non-combatant civilians in Rakhine State and other ethnic regions is a question that 

New Delhi has not asked so far. 

Through Dhaka’s lens 

 India has so far refused to exert any pressure on Myanmar, instead choosing to balance ties 

with Dhaka and Naypyidaw by sending humanitarian aid to both. But India’s soft, backfoot 

approach is being increasingly seen by Bangladesh, which is hosting nearly a million Rohingya 

refugees, to be tilted in Myanmar’s favour. 
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 It is clear that if India continues to tacitly favour Myanmar at international forums, its much-

valued bilateral ties with Bangladesh may suffer greatly. India has deported (or refouled) more 

than a dozen Rohingya refugees from its own territory back to Myanmar, in violation of 

international and domestic legal norms. Using the geo-economic leverage that it enjoys with 

Myanmar, India could compel Myanmar to bring the alleged perpetrators of war crimes to 

book or at least get a guarantee that such conduct would not be repeated in the future. For 

now, India is happy to be in a stable, but morally tenuous, friends-with-benefit relationship 

with Myanmar. The victims continue to be the stateless Rohingya. 

United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC)  

 It is an inter-governmental body within the United Nations system 

 It is responsible for promotion and protection of human rights around the globe and for 

addressing situations of human rights violations and make recommendations on them. 

 It was created by UNGA on 15 March 2006 by adopting resolution 60/251 to promote human 

rights globally. It had replaced former UN Commission on Human Rights. 

 It is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. 

 

PAKISTAN AIRSPACE TO REMAIN SHUT FOR INDIAN FLIGHTS TILL 

MAY 30  

Prelims: International (IR1D) 

Prelims Tag: India and its Neighbours (IR1) 

Mains: GS -II Governance, Constitution, Social Justice and IR (GS2P) 

Mains Tag: Security Challenges and Management in Border areas  

Why in News? 

 Pakistan on May 15 decided not to lift its airspace ban for Indian flights till May 30, as 

Islamabad is awaiting the outcome of the Lok Sabha polls in India. 

Details  

 Pakistan fully closed its airspace after an Indian Air Force strike on a Jaish-e-Mohammed 

terror camp in Balakot on February 26. However, Pakistan opened its airspace for all flights 

except for New Delhi, Bangkok and Kuala Lumpur on March 27.  

 Owing to the flight ban on its airspace by India, Pakistan has suspended its operation for 

Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur which is causing a loss of millions of rupees per day. Pakistan 

International Airlines (PIA) used to operate four flights to Kuala Lumpur, two to Bangkok and 

two to New Delhi. The airlines and civil aviation authorities of both the countries are enduring 

massive losses.  

 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/
http://www.iasgatewayy.com/
http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


www. Vetriiias.com / www.iasgatewayy.com 044-26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

      

 

                61 | P a g e  

 

www.iasgatewayy.com / vetriias.com www.iasgatewayy.com 

   

 

 The flights between Europe to Far-East are not only facing huge financial losses, but the flight 

duration has also increased, while the airlines have also increased their ticket prices. 

India Bombs Jaish-e-Muhammad Camp in Pakistan 

 Twelve days after the Pulwama attack, in an aerial surgical strike, the Indian Air Force (IAF) 

has bombed the Jaish-e-Mohammad’s (JeM) terror-training camp in Balakot in the Pakistani 

province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The operation was carried out by 12 Mirage-2000 fighter 

jets, after intelligence inputs that the said JeM facility is crowded with 200-325 terrorists. 

India’s Statement 

 India has said that the strike was based on hard intelligence inputs about the presence of 

terrorists in the camp. By calling it an intelligence-led operation, the government was trying to 

send a message to the global audience that the airstrikes were not done at some arbitrarily 

chosen place but were part of a well-considered action. 

 India said that strike was “non-military preemptive action” was important for two reasons: 

 By calling it non-military, India wanted to reassure everyone that it is not an act against the 

Pakistani military. The words “preemptive action” were to suggest that the airstrike was not an 

act of revenge or retribution but an act of self-defense to prevent a likely terror attack in the 

future. 

International Response 

 India has received support for its air strike from several countries like Australia and France. 

 The countries recognized India’s right to self-defense, and asked Pakistan to put an end to 

operations of terrorist groups established on its territory. 

 The US said that India and Pakistan should exercise restraint, and avoid escalation at any cost 

and avoid further military activity. 

 The British government called on India and Pakistan to pursue diplomatic solutions. 

 China has said that the two countries should keep restraint and do more to improve bilateral 

relations. With the exception of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation, there has been no 

global criticism of India’s statement on the strikes. 

Way Forward: 

 Pakistan has denied that the Indian strike caused any damage on the ground. This may obviate 

the need for retaliatory strikes, or if Pakistan responds this could escalate the situation with a 

military response. Pakistan could also make a break from its past, and begin to shut down the 

terror camps on its soil, which would win friends internationally and ensure peace in the 

region. Surgical strikes are not a one-stop solution, uprooting terrorism will require sustained 

efforts on by India diplomatically at the global level, which also includes the adoption of 

Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism (CCIT). 
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LINE OF CONTROL 

Prelims: India and its Neighbour (IR1D) 

Prelims Tag: India and Pakistan 

Mains Tag: India and its neighbourhood Relations (GS2P) 

Mains Tag: India & Pakistan 

Context: 

 Grace full business across the Line of Control will require both infrastructural and policy-level 

interventions. 

Lakshman Rekha: 

 In the last decade, the Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu and Kashmir has often been re-

interpreted as the line of commerce and co-operation. 

 This paradigm shift was the result of initiation of two confidence-building measures (CBMs) 

between India and Pakistan cross-LoC trade and cross-LoC travel.  

 It was representative of a constructive bilateral engagement process in the midst of political 

upheavals. Stakeholders were hopeful that while cross-LoC travel would connect divided 

families, cross-LoC trade would foster economic ties between Jammu and Kashmir and 

Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) that would eventually help reap the peace dividend.  

Steps taken by government: 

 April 18 2019, the government of India announced the suspension from midnight of trade at 

the two designated points expressing concerns over ‘illegal inflows of weapons, narcotics and 

currency’ in the country.  ‘A stricter regulatory regime’ is expected for re-initiation of trade. 

Important points to be known: 

 Cross-LoC trade is an intra-Jammu and Kashmir trade, in the form of barter of goods on a 

reciprocal basis. Started on October 21, 2008, the trade has been conducted through a 

standard operating procedure (SOP) mutually agreed by New Delhi and Islamabad. 

 The SOP enlists the 21 categories of items to be traded on zero tariffs. 

 LoC trade takes place four days a week, wherein traders are allowed to exchange 70 trucks per 

day. The trade-in (import) and trade-out (export) goods have to be balanced to zero for each 

trading firm within a period of three months. 

About data: 

 The total number of traders registered at the Salamabad Trade Facilitation Centre (TFC), Uri, 

and Chakan-da-Bagh TFC, Poonch, is approximately 600. 

 Since 2008, trade has shown an average year-on-year growth of about 19%, reaching a 

cumulative value of over 6,500 crores to date. 

 Furthermore, it has generated more than 1.6 lakh job days. 
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 To date, more than 1 lakh trucks laden with goods have been exchanged, generating 

approximate freight revenue of ₹66.50 crore for transporters of Jammu and Kashmir. 

 Experts opine that these figures are indicative of the potential that this trade holds for social 

and economic development within Jammu and Kashmir. 

Changes to be done: 

 Despite its success in generating economic benefits, the operational and policy level 

deficiencies render the trade vulnerable to misconceptions and malpractices. 

 Lack of clarity in the SOP towards rules of origin, items list, goods and services tax (GST)/local 

taxation mechanisms are some of the limitations. 

 To further symbolize, a practice of ‘trade number selling’ was prevalent at the TFCs wherein 

few trading firms sell their registration/token numbers to other trading firms to send the 

latter’s goods across the LoC out of turn in the roster system. 

 This practice has created a gap between the number of genuine traders and traders involved 

only in ‘trade number selling’. 

Way forward: 

 Streamlining LoC trade would require both infrastructural and policy level interventions. 

 A revision in the SOP is required to highlight the trader re-registration process; we need clarity 

on the ‘rules of origin’ of goods; tradeable commodities need to be identified that will benefit 

the local economy of Jammu and Kashmir, and further eight-digit HS (harmonised system) 

codes must be assigned to ensure clarity on the items. 

 The SOP must also specify the modality of movement of trucks across the LoC as well as clarity 

on filing of GST/other local taxes. 

 A token system on a first-come-first-serve basis should be explored. This will check the misuse 

of trade registration number in the roster system. 

 

BELT AND ROAD 2.0  

Prelims: International (IR1E) 

Prelims Tag: China, BRI 

Mains: Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice and International Relations (GS2R) 

Mains Tag:  China, BRI 

Why in News: 

 With the second Belt and Road Forum, a paradox is 

now apparent at the heart of the initiative. 
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Details: 

 Six years after it was unveiled, China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) assumes another avatar.  

In its initial form, it was all things to all people, a catch-all for China’s international 

engagement.  

 The first concerned domestic economics: exporting surplus industrial capacity and cash 

reserves overseas to keep China’s economy humming, its industrial output flowing, and its 

employment levels high.  

 The second concerned domestic politics: a signature foreign initiative to associate with Chinese 

President Xi Jinping.  

 The third concerned security: stabilising Western provinces and the Eurasian hinterland.  And 

the fourth concerned strategy: leveraging China’s new-found economic heft for political 

objectives in Asia, Africa, Europe, and the Indian and Pacific Oceans, and creating new 

standards and institutions in a bid to challenge U.S. leadership.  

 As the second Belt and Road Forum (BRF) concludes, a paradox has become apparent at the 

heart of its ambitious initiative.  

 On the one hand, there has been a strong backlash. The economic viability of Chinese projects 

is now viewed with considerable scrutiny. 

  security concerns have begun to predominate as far afield as in the European Union, the 

South Pacific and Canada. 

The Belt and Road Initiative 

 The Belt and Road Initiative is a Chinese foreign policy initiative promoted by president Xi 

Jinping in 2013. Initially the idea of Silk Road Economic Belt (SREB) and Maritime Silk Road 

(MSR) was put forward.  

 Subsequently, the two projects together came to be known as ‘One Belt One Road’ (OBOR) 

Initiative. Later, it came to be known as Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Aim of BRI. Build a 

trade, investment, and infrastructure network connecting Asia with Europe and Africa along 

the ancient trade routes. The Communist Party of China (CPC) has incorporated Belt and Road 

Initiative into the Chinese Constitution. 

India and BRI 

 India has opposed the BRI and did not attend the 2017 BRI Summit held in Beijing. It cited 

issues of sovereignty, transparency and unilateral decision making. 
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MALAYASIA TO SEND BACK WASTE TO FOREIGN NATIONS  

Prelims: International (IR2) 

Prelims Tag: Nil 

Mains: GS-II Governance, Social Justice and IR (GS2R) 

Mains Tag: Nil 

Why in News: 

 Malaysia says it will send back some 3,000 metric tonnes of non-recyclable plastic waste to 

countries including the U.S., U.K., Canada and Australia in a move to avoid becoming a 

dumping ground for rich nations. 

Background: 

 Malaysia last year became the leading alternative destination for plastic scrap after China 

banned imports of such waste, disrupting the flow of more than 7 million tonnes of plastic 

scrap a year. Dozens of recycling factories cropped up in Malaysia, many without an operating 

license, and residents complained of environmental damage. 

 Most of the plastic scrap coming into the country is contaminated and low-quality plastic from 

developed countries that is non-recyclable. Now Malaysia has begun sending back the waste to 

its country of origin. Malaysia has already sent five containers of contaminated plastic waste 

that was smuggled into the country back to its source. 

Basel convention: 

 The Convention aims at: Reducing the generation of hazardous wastes and promotion of 

environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes, irrespective of the place of disposal. 

 Restricting the transboundary movement of hazardous wastes except in those cases where it is 

perceived to be in compliance with the principles of environmentally sound management. 

 Putting in place a regulatory system which is applicable to cases where transboundary 

movements are permitted. 

Way ahead: 

 Around 180 countries reached a deal to amend the Basel Convention to make global trade in 

plastic waste more transparent and better regulated, while also ensuring that its management 

is safer for human health and the environment. 

 The United States, the world's top exporter of plastic waste, has not ratified the 30-year-old 

pact. The amendments to the treaty will further limit the flow of plastic scrap to developing 

countries. The amendment of the Basel Convention is the first step in solving the global 

problem of unjust rubbish movement from developed to developing countries 
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TRUMP COULD MEET XI ON SIDELINES OF G20 MEET  

Prelims: International (IR2) 

Prelims Tag: G20 

Mains: Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice and International Relations (GS2R) 

Mains Tag: G20 

Why in News: 

 President Donald Trump and China’s Xi Jinping could meet on the sidelines of the G20 

summit- to hash out their differences on trade, but no new talks are scheduled. 

Details: 

 The world’s top two economies ended two days of negotiations in Washington with no deal 

 The G20 summit is scheduled to take place in Osaka on June 28-29. 

 Mr. Trump ordered new punitive duties, on $200 billion worth of Chinese imports, raising 

them to 25% from 10%.  

 He then ordered a tariff hike on almost all remaining imports — $300 billion worth,  

Group of 20: 

 The G20 (Group of 20) is an international forum which includes 19 of the world’s largest 

economies and the European Union. 

 G20 is a forum for economic, financial and political cooperation. It addresses the major global 

challenges and seeks to generate public policies that resolve them. 

Significance of G20: 

 Together, the G20 members represent – 

 Two thirds of the world population. 

 85% of the global gross product. 

 75% of international trade. 

 80% of global investments in research and development. 

 

EUROPE REJECTS IRAN’S ‘ULTIMATUM’ BUT STANDS BY NUCLEAR 

AGREEMENT  

Prelims: International (IR2) 

Prelims Tag: JCPOA, Iran Nuclear Deal 

Mains: Important International Institutions, Agencies 

Mains Tag: International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
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Why in News: 

 European powers denounced Iran’s threat to resume nuclear work but vowed to save a 

landmark deal with Tehran despite U.S. pressure. 

Details: 

 Iran said it would defy limits under the 2015 agreement, and threatened to go further if 

Europe, China and Russia fail to deliver sanctions relief within 60 days. 

 Tehran says it is responding to unilateral U.S. sanctions imposed after President Donald 

Trump called a “horrible” deal, dealing a severe blow to the Iranian economy. 

Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)  

 It is informally called as ‘Iran nuclear deal’. It is multilateral nuclear deal signed between Iran 

and P5 +1 (five permanent members of United Nations Security Council- US, China, France, 

Russia, and UK), plus Germany and European Union (EU), in Vienna.  

 The JCPOA is aimed at preventing Iran from building nuclear weapon, involved lifting of 

international sanctions in return for Tehran curbing its nuclear programme.  

 This plan ensured that Iran will drastically reduce its uranium enriching capacity and levels, 

enriched stockpiles and centrifuges and will allow for stringent inspection and monitoring by 

international agencies including International International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).   

 In exchange for Iran compliance to deal, economic sanctions that had kept Iran away from 

international banking and the global oil trade were lifted. 

 It allowed Iran to make business deals and also unfroze billions of dollars Iran had overseas 

before multilateral sanctions were imposed on Iran over its nuclear programme. 

Why did Iran agree to the deal? 

 It had been hit with devastating economic sanctions by the United Nations, United States and 

the European Union that are estimated to have cost it tens of billions of pounds a year in lost 

oil export revenues. Billions in overseas assets had also been frozen. 

Impact on India 

 Energy trade 

 Implications in West Asia 

 Chabahar port 
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PROPOSAL TO HALT WASTE DUMPING DEFEATED  

Prelims Tag: International Convention 

Prelims: IR2 international policies and schemes 

Mains: GS3M - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment. 

 Mains Tag: International Convention to halt dumping waste into India 

Why in News:  

 A proposal by India to prevent developed countries from dumping their electronic and plastic 

waste onto developing countries, was defeated at the recently concluded meeting of the Basel 

Convention in Geneva. 

Background: 

 The 14th meeting of the Basel Convention, which lays down guidelines on the movement of 

hazardous waste, concluded in Geneva on the 10th of May after two weeks of negotiations 

involving 187 countries.  A key outcome of the meeting was an amendment to the Convention 

that includes plastic waste in a legally-binding framework which would, according to a 

statement by the United Nations, make global trade in plastic waste more transparent and 

better regulated, also ensuring that its management is safer for human health and the 

environment. Pollution from plastic waste, acknowledged as a major environmental problem 

of global concern, has reached epidemic proportions with an estimated 100 million tonnes of 

plastic now found in the oceans, 80%-90% of which comes from land-based sources. 

Issues of India: 

  India grapples with the problem of having piles of electronic and plastic waste that aren’t 

recycled or treated. However Indian officials say the text of the agreement, in the current form, 

still allows countries to export various categories of plastic waste. 

 “India and Nigeria were the only countries that had strongly opposed the guidelines, pushed by 

the European Union, to dilute safeguards against the trans-boundary movement of e-waste,” 

said an official from the Union Environment Ministry, who was privy to the discussions. 

India’s laws currently don’t allow electronic and plastic waste to be imported into the country.  

Plastic and electronic waste recyclers in Special Economic Zones were permitted to import 

waste for recycling.  

Way Forward: 

 Other countries will not be allowed to do so after August 31 this year. Despite these 

restrictions, countries continued to ship different kinds of plastics and e-waste to  

 Indian ports. Other countries may not make it to the mainland but they end up becoming our 

problem and we have to spend money and recycle or dump it.  
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U.S. PRESIDENT ANNOUNCES NEW POINTS-BASED GREEN CARD 

SYSTEM  

Prelims Tag: International Relation 

Prelims: IR2 International policies and schemes 

Mains: GS2R Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 

interests, Indian diaspora. 

Mains Tag: Impact on Indian Worker in U.S.A 

Why in News:  

 U.S. President Donald Trump announces new points-based green card system 

Background: 

 U.S. President announced a proposal that will include significant changes to the way green 

cards are allocated, by dramatically reducing the number of family-based green cards and 

moving towards a points-based (“merit-based”) system. This will reward education, skills and 

English language proficiency.  The plan, which the President outlined at a Rose Garden 

gathering, with senior administration officials and influential Hill Republicans in attendance, 

sought to boost border security and tighten asylum procedures. Currently about 12% of those 

receiving green cards entered the U.S. based on skill-based visas (such as the H1B), while some 

66% are family-based green cards.  The new proposal will increase skills-based green cards to 

57%. People given Green Cards on humanitarian and diversity grounds will now only 

constitute 10% of all Green Card recipients. 

Impacts on Indians: 

 The proposals, if they eventually turn into law, are likely to have a significant impact on 

Indians who interact with the U.S. immigration system. A large majority (over 70%) of H1B 

visas, for skilled workers, went to Indians in fiscal year 2018. Many of these are eventually 

converted to green cards. Indian residents getting green cards have been in the range of 

57,000-62,000 in the 2015-2017 period. It is far from clear that a shift towards a points-based 

system will make the prospects of Indian skilled migrants wanting to settle in the U.S. Easier, 

as bringing family members over, especially elderly parents, may get more complicated. 

Because spouse and children may get special privilege according to trump proposal. 

Way forward: 

 If Trump's plan became law, millions of U.S. citizens and permanent residents—including 

those who first arrived as H-1B workers—would no longer be able live in America with their 

parents and children. 
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ENDLESS WAR: ON U.S. PUTTING PRESSURE ON TALIBAN  

Prelims: International Policies (IR2) 

Prelims Tag: Silk Road, Hind Kush Range  

Mains: Linkages between development and spread of Extremism 

Mains Tag: Durand line Golden Crescent  

Why in News: 

 Afghanistan’s Loya Jirga, a grand assembly of senior politicians and tribal and religious 

leaders had a four-day meeting, for a ceasefire between government troops and the Taliban 

underscores the mood in Kabul. Afghanistan’s leaders wants to resolve the 17-year-long 

conflict. The Jirga asked the government to set up a negotiating team with members from the 

assembly for talks with the insurgents.  

Details: 

 The Taliban group controls half of Afghanistan and has shown its capacity to strike anywhere, 

including in the most fortified of locations.  It has also been engaged in direct talks with the 

U.S. for months.  But the peace talks haven’t prevented the Taliban from carrying its offense 

against the government.  By rejecting the Loya Jirga proposal, the Taliban has once again 

made it clear that it is not ready yet to engage with the government in Kabul. 

 The U.S. seeks an assurance that Afghanistan will not provide a safe haven to transnational 

terrorist groups such as al-Qaeda and the Islamic State.  The government lacks the resources to 

accomplish either.  It cannot defeat the Taliban militarily, as the 17 years of the war suggest. 

 It cannot forge peace on the Taliban’s terms as it would mean endangering whatever few 

freedoms the Afghans enjoy right now.  

Background: / Afghanistan 

 Afghanistan, located in South Asia, is a landlocked country bordered by Pakistan, Iran, 

Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and China. 

 Afghanistan has a strategic location and it connected the cultures of the Middle East and other 

parts of Asia by the Silk Road. Much of Afghanistan’s territory covers the Hind Kush 

range that stretches along Afghanistan-Pakistan border and has been historically a significant 

sector of Buddhism and acted as a passageway during the invasions of the Indian 

subcontinent. It is still important during modern era warfare in the nation. 

 The 2430km long Durand line, established in 1896, is the international border between 

Afghanistan and Pakistan. It is described very dangerous from a geopolitical and 

geostrategic perspective and, lot of insurgency and other related activities has occurred across 

the porous border for years. 
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India-Afghanistan: Security interests 

 India faced many security challenges from the Taliban in 

Afghan during the 1990s. 

 Pakistan has raised and supported several militant groups 

such as Lashkar-e-Taiba, Harkat-ul-Mujahideen/Harkat-ul-

Ansar, and Harkat-ul-Jihad-al-Islami among others, which 

operate in India. All of these groups have trained in 

Afghanistan, with varying proximity to the Taliban and by 

extension al-Qaeda.  

 Thus India is absolutely adamant that Afghanistan should not again become a terrorist safe 

haven. Radical ideologies and terrorism spreading in this region are a security threat for India. 

With Pakistan increasing its strategic depth in Afghan, it can reverse the gain of India in 

Afghan brought through much cost. Pakistan can incubate and move around various anti-India 

groups in Afghan especially in Loya Paktia. 

 The golden crescent comprising of Iran, Afghan, and Pakistan is a worry for India, 

especially with respect to the issue of drug abuse in Punjab. 

 Islamic State is using Afghan as an outpost in Asia as it comes under stress in Iraq and Syria. 

Moscow Format 

 It was a meeting of world leaders, held in Moscow, Russia, in November 2018, to discuss 

future of Afghan polity, Taliban’s role in it and the Taliban’s acceptability among world 

leaders. 

  Earlier the meeting was called off due to non-participation of the Afghan government, this 

time meeting was open also to non-government representatives. Deliberations took place on a 

number of issues surrounding the Taliban and its role in Afghanistan.  

 The Afghan government did not send any officials, but four members of the Kabul-based High 

Peace Council (HPC) attended the event. 

 India was represented in ‘Moscow Format’ by former diplomats non-officially. The choice of 

delegates allowed India and Afghanistan distance and deniability about the Taliban. 

India-Afghanistan: Economic interests 

 Afghanistan has a mineral wealth of about $1-3 trillion of Iron ore, Lithium, Chromium, 

Natural Gas, Petroleum etc. 

 Safeguarding Indian investments and personnel in Afghan is utmost important to India as 

Indian investment in Afghan amounts to about $3bn. 
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India’s soften stand on Taliban: 

 India has always been seeking an “Afghan-led, Afghan-owned and Afghan-controlled” peace 

process and settlement but as international talks with the Taliban leadership gain momentum 

India soften its stance. 

 Recently Taliban offer dialogue, promising to safeguard India’s investments in Chabahar and 

promises to protect minorities, including Hindus and Sikhs, in Afghanistan. 

 Also, US announced its withdrawal of troops from Afghanistan which made India worried 

about the prospect of chaos and civil war, akin to the scene after the previous U.S. pullout in 

the early 1990s that cut India out and brought the Taliban to power in Kabul with Pakistan’s 

support. It is felt that it is time India recognized and negotiated with the Taliban to protect its 

huge investments. Geopolitically non-involvement of India in talk with Taliban would 

consolidate Pakistan’s position in the future of Afghanistan which already has good relations 

with the Taliban 

 World over, Russia and Iran also soften its earlier stand over the Taliban and engage in peace 

talks 

Way Forward: 

 This resource deficit can be bridged only with the help of the international community. The 

U.S which is in talks with the Taliban, should not overlook the interests of Kabul, It must put 

pressure on the Taliban to cease hostilities and engage with Mr. Ghani’s government. 

 

U.S. LIFTS METAL TARIFFS ON CANADA, MEXICO 

Prelims: International (IR2) 

Prelims Tag: Tariffs Related 

Mains: GS-II Governance, social justice and IR (GS2S) 

Mains Tag: Tariff Agreement Impacts in India 

Why in News: 

 The Trump administration reached an agreement with Canada and Mexico to lift tariffs on 

metal imports, resolving a yearlong standoff that inflamed North Atlantic tensions and 

complicated efforts to ratify a revised trade deal. 

Background: 

 As part of the agreement, both Mexico and Canada agreed to lift retaliatory tariffs on American 

products. Instead of tariffs, the nations would set up a system for monitoring and enforcement 

in case of import surges into the United States. 
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 The United States, Canada and Mexico signed that trade deal, the successor to the North 

American Free Trade Agreement. 

 American lawmakers of both parties, as well as Canada and Mexico, had insisted that tariffs on 

steel and aluminum must be lifted before votes would be held. Lawmakers have argued that 

the tariffs, while aimed at other countries, hurt American companies and consumers by raising 

prices for products that use imported steel and aluminum. 

 Subscribe to With Interest 

 Catch up and prep for the week ahead with this newsletter of the most important business 

insights, delivered Sundays. 

 Even with an agreement to resolve metal tariffs, the North American pact still faces potential 

opposition from congressional Democrats.  

  The American tariffs were particularly punishing to Canada because it buys more American 

steel than any other country, according to the Canadian government. while nearly 90 percent 

of Canadian steel and aluminum exports go to the United States. 

  In 2017, the Canadian steel industry employed more than 23,000 Canadians and the 

aluminum industry about 10,500 workers.  

 After the imposition of the duties, some economists predicted it could cost the Canadian 

economy more than $3 billion Canadian dollars annually. 

What are the implications for India? 

 The protectionist measure by the US and potential counter-measures by other countries might 

hurt the steel industry globally. 

 This might put downward pressure on steel and aluminium prices. 

 This is a cause of worry for Indian metal companies as manufacturers have to look for newer 

markets. Indian metal producers with exposure to Europe and the United States already 

warned of increased costs and lower sales. 

 This might affect the recent recovery in the volume growth and profitability of metal 

producers. A downward pressure on the stock price of metal companies would also make it 

tough to raise fresh equity capital for debt-repayment or capacity expansion. 

N. KOREA SAYS TALKS WON'T RESUME UNLESS US CHANGES 

POSITION 

Prelims: International (IR2) 

Prelims Tag: North Korea 

Mains: Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice and International relations (GS2R) 

Mains Tag: North Korea 
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Why in News: 

 North Korea said that nuclear negotiations with the U.S. will never resume unless President 

Trump’s administration moves away from what Pyongyang described as unilateral demands by 

U.S. for disarmament. 

Details: / US and North Korea’s relations 

 Last year, North Korea had scored a nuclear double, with 2 intercontinental ballistic missiles 

first capable of reaching Alaska and second up to California. 

 It then detonated its most powerful nuclear weapon, a 120 kiloton-boosted fission device. 

 Given the fact that it has been taking efforts to become nuclear capable, the situation was likely 

to turn into another Cuban missile crisis. 

 This led into threats by both North Korean leader Kim Jong-un and U.S. President Donald 

Trump against each other. Only due to the efforts by South Korean President, the matters have 

improved well enough to entertain dialogue and negotiations. 

What is South Korea’s role in US-NK diplomacy? 

 South Korean President, who originally hails from North Korea used the Winter Olympics as 

an opportunity to conciliate with North Korea. As North Korea responded positively, South 

Korea used this diplomatic opportunity to address more serious bilateral issues as well as the 

stand-off with the U.S 

 A North-South summit was the outcome and the North Korean President expressed his 

eagerness to meet the US President and to refrain from any further nuclear tests. 

 

TAKING TENSIONS SERIOUSLY: INDIA AND THE U.S.  

Prelims: International (IR2) 

Prelims Tag: India, US 

Mains: Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice and International relations (GS2Q) 

Mains Tag: India, US  

Why in News: 

 A true strategic partnership remains elusive between India and the U.S. 

Details: 

 The U.S.’s decision to not extend Iran sanctions waivers, including the one provided to India, 

has notable implications for India-U.S. relations, given the importance of New Delhi’s energy 

relationship with Tehran. 

 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/
http://www.iasgatewayy.com/
http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


www. Vetriiias.com / www.iasgatewayy.com 044-26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

      

 

                75 | P a g e  

 

www.iasgatewayy.com / vetriias.com www.iasgatewayy.com 

   

 

 It comes on the heels of many other deleterious developments for bilateral ties including the 

U.S.’s decision to withdraw GSP benefits for Indian exports and the Trump administration’s 

discontent deepening over India’s policies on e-commerce, intellectual property rights and 

data localization. the non-security dimension of the relationship has long lagged behind the 

fast-growing defence side.India will scale up oil imports from other top producers; the GSP 

withdrawal will have minimal impact on India’s economy; the two capitals are working actively 

on high levels, most recently through the U.S.-India CEO Forum and the India-U.S. 

Commercial Dialogue, to ease tensions; and above all the strength of the bilateral relationship 

can easily withstand all these headaches. 

  India-U.S. relations extend well beyond security.  joint statements have dwelt on the potential 

for cooperation on initiatives ranging from clean energy to innovation. And despite the 

problems, bilateral trade in goods and services has increased over the last decade. 

India-USA: Five Pillars of Strategic Partnership 

 Strategic Issues, Energy and Climate Change 

 Science and Technology, Health and Innovation 

 Education and Development 

Why the United States matters to India? 

 America remains the critical stabilizing force in Asia through its military and diplomatic power 

projection and commitments to the region. India will be better able to protect its national 

interests in Pakistan and Afghanistan in coordination with the United States. 

 The United States has also remained one of the top sources of foreign direct investment in 

India, bringing important managerial expertise, capital, and technology with it to the dynamic 

Indian market. 

 

CHARTING A CLEAR COURSE IN THE INDO-PACIFIC  

Prelims: International Policies and Schemes (IR2) 

Prelims Tag: Shangri-La Dialogue, East Asia Summit 

Mains: GS:2S - Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, 

mandate. 

Mains Tag: The International Institute for Strategic Studies 

Why in News: 

 Indo-Pacific has been gaining traction in Indian policy and has achieved operational clarity 

after the Indian vision was presented by Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the Shangri-La 

Dialogue. 
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Details: 

  India has been an active participant in mechanisms like the Indian Ocean Rim Association 

(IORA), in ASEAN-led frameworks like the East Asia Summit, the ASEAN Defence Ministers’ 

Meeting Plus, the ASEAN Regional Forum as well as the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-

Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation and the Mekong-Ganga Economic Corridor.  

 India has also been convening the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium, in which the navies of the 

Indian Ocean Region (IOR) participate.  

 India has boosted its engagements with Australia and New Zealand and has deepened its 

cooperation with the Republic of Korea.  

 India is stepping up its interactions with the Pacific Island countries. 

  India’s growing partnership with Africa can be seen through the convening of mechanisms 

like the India-Africa Forum Summits. 

  India’s multi-layered engagement with China as well as strategic partnership with Russia 

underlines its commitment to ensuring a stable, open, secure, inclusive and prosperous Indo-

Pacific. 

Background: / Shangri-la Dialogue 

 The Shangri-La Dialogue (SLD) is an intergovernmental security forum held annually by an 

independent think tank, the International Institute for Strategic Studies in 

Singapore. 

 The Shangri-La Dialogue has evolved into a key strategic gathering of the Asia-Pacific 

region. It is attended by defense ministers, permanent heads of ministries and military chiefs 

of Asia-Pacific states. 

East Asia Summit 

 The East Asia Summit (EAS) is a forum held annually by leaders of 18 countries established in 

the year 2005.  Initially, 16 countries in the East Asian, Southeast Asian and South 

Asian regions were the members of the forum. 

 The membership expanded to 18 countries including the United States and Russia at 

the Sixth EAS in 2011.  EAS meetings are held after the annual Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations (ASEAN) leaders’ meetings.  

 The first summit was held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on 14 December 2005. 

 The East Asia Summit includes India, China, Japan, Republic of Korea, Australia, 

New Zealand, The United States, and Russia apart from the 10 ASEAN Member 

States.  

 India is a founding member of the East Asia Summit.  
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 Eleven East Asia Summits have been held so far. Though the ASEAN is at the core of the EAS, 

its vision is beyond the ASEAN and is seen by India as an alternative to the APEC, in which 

India doesn’t enjoy the membership. 

 Within the framework of the East Asia Summit, there are six priority areas of regional 

cooperation. These are 

 Environment and Energy 

 Education 

 Finance 

 Global Health Issues and Pandemic Diseases 

 Natural Disaster Management 

 ASEAN Connectivity. 

  EAS is an initiative of ASEAN and is based on the premise of the centrality of ASEAN.  

 It has evolved as a forum for strategic dialogue and cooperation on political, security and 

economic issues of common regional concern and plays an important role in the regional 

architecture.  

 Trade is also an important focus for the summit 

Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) :  

 The Indian Ocean Rim Association was set up with the objective of strengthening regional 

cooperation and sustainable development within the Indian Ocean Region. 

 The IORA is a regional forum, tripartite in nature, bringing together representatives of 

Government, Business and Academia, for promoting co-operation and closer interaction 

among them. It is based on the principles of Open Regionalism for strengthening Economic 

Cooperation particularly on Trade Facilitation and Investment, Promotion as well as Social 

Development of the region. 

 India, Australia, Iran, Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia, South Africa, Mozambique, Kenya, Sri 

Lanka, Tanzania, Bangladesh, Singapore, Mauritius, Madagascar, UAE, Yemen, Seychelles, 

Somalia, Comoros and Oman are among the members of IORA. 

BIMSTEC: 

 BIMSTEC stands for Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 

Cooperation. It is an international organisation involving a group of countries in South 

Asia and South East Asia. 7 members are Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, 

Thailand, Bhutan, Nepal 

 Established in 1997 in Bangkok 

 Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka, and Thailand were founding members 
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 HQ : Dhaka, Bangladesh 

 The main objective of BIMSTEC is technological and economic cooperation among south 

Asian and south east Asian countries along the coast of the Bay of Bengal.  

 Commerce, investment, technology, tourism, human resource development, agriculture, 

fisheries, transport and communication, textiles, leather etc. have been included in it 

 BIMSTEC uses the alphabetical order for the Chairmanship 

 Bhutan has never been chairman  

 Current chairmanship: Sri Lanka 

Objectives : 

1. Creating an enabling environment for the rapid economic development of the sub-region. 

2. Encouraging the spirit of equality and partnership. 

3. Promoting active collaboration and mutual assistance in the areas of common interests of the 

member countries 

4. Accelerating support for each other in the fields of education, science, and technology. 

Significance for India 

 Allows India to pursue three core policies: 

1. Neighbourhood First - primacy to the country’s immediate periphery; 

2. Act East - connect India with Southeast Asia; and 

3. Economic development of India’s north-eastern states – by linking them to the Bay of Bengal 

region via Bangladesh and Myanmar. 

 Allows India to counter China’s creeping influence in countries around the Bay of Bengal due 

to the spread of its Belt and Road Initiative.  

 A new platform for India to engage with its neighbours with South Asian Association for 

Regional Cooperation (SAARC) becoming dysfunctional because of differences between India 

and Pakistan. 

Mekong Ganga Cooperation (MGC) 

 The MGC is an initiative by India and five ASEAN countries, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, 

Thailand and Vietnam for cooperation in tourism, culture, education, as well as transport and 

communications. It was launched in 2000 at Vientiane, Laos.   

 It is named after Ganga and the Mekong which both are civilisational rivers.  

 MGC initiative aims to facilitate closer contacts among the people inhabiting these two major 

river basins.  
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U.S. THREATENS TO IMPOSE MORE SANCTIONS ON IRAN  

Prelims: International (IR2) 

Prelims Tag: US Sanctions 

Mains: Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice and International relations (GS2Q) 

Mains Tag: US Sanctions  

Why in News: 

 USA advises European countries against doing business with Tehran; Russia, China reiterate 

opposition to punitive steps. 

Details: 

 The U.S. threatened to impose more sanctions on Iran “very soon” and warned Europe against 

doing business with Tehran via a system of non-dollar trade to circumvent U.S. sanctions. 

 It is the time for the community of nations to strongly condemn Iran’s nuclear misconduct and 

increase pressure on the regime to comply with U.S. demands,” US said, adding that 

Washington was not “done” with sanctions on Iran. “ 

Special Purpose Vehicle 

 U.S. would move quickly against any attempt by European countries to undermine 

Washington’s sanctions pressure on Iran 

 US advised them against using the so-called Special Purpose Vehicle to facilitate non-dollar 

trade to get around U.S. sanctions. 

 Washington’s European allies opposed Mr. Trump’s decision to withdraw from the agreement 

and have failed so far to find ways to blunt the economic impact of new U.S. sanctions, which 

include an all-out effort to block Iran’s oil exports to starve its economy. 

 Russia remained committed to the Iran nuclear deal and denounced “unreasonable pressure” 

that led Tehran to suspend some of its commitments under the agreement. 

 China called on all parties to uphold the nuclear pact. “Maintaining and implementing the 

comprehensive agreement is the shared responsibility of all parties 

US-Iran Relations: 

 United States and Iran established diplomatic relations in 1883. 

 US-Iran wasn’t very complex before World War II, but it soon turned chaotic when the US’s 

CIA helped stage a coup to overthrow Iranian Prime Minister Mohammad Mossadegh in 1953. 

Later after several years the US offered Iran a nuclear reactor and weapons-grade nuclear fuel 

in 1967. Once again, the diplomatic crisis erupted in 1988, When a US Navy ship was shot 

down an Iranian passenger plane, killing 290 people who were onboard. 
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 Hassan Rouhani was elected president in Iran. US-Iran Nuclear Deal was signed. 

 US President Donald Trump pulled the U.S. out of the deal in 2018 and gets ready to impose 

sanctions over its nuclear program and claims the country is supporting militant groups in the 

gulf. 

U.S. IS NOT SEEKING REGIME CHANGE IN IRAN 

Prelims: IR2 International Policies and schemes 

Prelims Tag: Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) 

Mains: GS2S - Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, 

mandate. 

Mains Tag: Iran Nuclear Deal, International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 

Why in News: 

 The U.S. does not seek “regime change” in Iran, President Donald Trump said, also praising 

North Korea’s leader Kim Jong-un in comments made during a historic visit to meet Japan’s 

new Emperor. 

Background: 

 In June 2018, the United States (US) withdrew from the landmark Iran nuclear deal and re-

imposed sanctions that had been suspended in return for curbs on Iran’s nuclear programme. 

The United States has asked India and other countries to cut oil imports from Iran to “zero” by 

November 4 or face sanctions. 

 The US also gave foreign companies either 90 or 180 days to wind down their business with 

Iranian counterparts. The request is part of US efforts to isolate streams of Iranian funding 

and is looking to highlight the totality of Iran’s ‘malign behavior’ across the region. 

 Iran Nuclear Deal: 

 In July 2015, Iran and six countries (United States, Russia, France, UK, China, and Germany) 

& the EU, reached a historic agreement called the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 

(JCPOA), popularly known as the Iran nuclear deal. 

 As part of the deal, Iran agreed to reduce its number of nuclear centrifuges by two-thirds. 

 Iran also agreed to reduce its stockpile of enriched uranium by 98% and limit uranium 

enrichment to 3.67%, i.e., it will have enough enriched uranium to maintain the country's 

energy needs, without having the ability to build a nuclear bomb. 

 The deal aimed to restrict Iran's ability to develop nuclear weapons in exchange for lifting 

economic sanctions against Iran. The JCPOA ensured the comprehensive lifting of all UN 

Security Council sanctions as well as multilateral and national sanctions related to Iran’s 

nuclear programme. Inspectors from the  International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) were 

given access to Iran’s nuclear facilities for inspection on a regular basis. 
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 India’s Impact: 

 Given the huge energy needs, Iran is India’s third-largest oil supplier behind Iraq and Saudi 

Arabia. Further, after China, India is Iran’s top oil importer of Iranian oil. 

 Iran oil sale terms were the most attractive for Indian refiners - besides a liberal credit period, 

it also shipped the oil to India for a nominal ocean freight 

 Though Iran understands the ‘challenges’ India faces on the energy front, the former has 

threatened to end “special privileges” for India if she tried to replace Iranian crude oil with 

supplies from Saudi Arabia, Russia, and the United States. 

 India’s decisions on procuring Iran oil, however, is not so much about securing energy as it is 

about securing India’s standing in the world. 

 If it rejects U.S. pressure, it risks sanctions as well as incurring the displeasure of its all-

powerful friend and defence partner. 

 If it yields, it risks its relationship with traditional partner Iran, access to important trade 

routes through Chabahar and the International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC), as 

well as its international reputation. 

Important provisions under the article: 

 Indian citizens from other states cannot purchase land or property in Jammu & Kashmir. 

 Under Article 370, the Centre has no power to declare financial emergency under Article 360 

in the state. It can declare emergency in the state only in case of war or external aggression. 

The Union government can therefore not declare emergency on grounds of internal 

disturbance or imminent danger unless it is made at the request or with the concurrence of the 

state government. 

 Under Article 370, the Indian Parliament cannot increase or reduce the borders of the state. 

 The power to make laws related to preventive detention in Jammu and Kashmir belong to the 

Legislature of J & K and not the Indian Parliament. Thus, no preventive detention law made in 

India extends to Jammu & Kashmir. 

 Part IV (Directive Principles of the State Policy) and Part IVA (Fundamental Duties) of the 

Constitution are not applicable to J&K. 

 

IRAN TO REDUCE COMMITMENTS TO NUCLEAR DEAL  

Prelims: International (IR3) 

Prelims Tag: Iran 

Mains: Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice and International Relations (GS2R) 

Mains Tag: Iran  
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Why in News: 

 Iran is expected to announce plans to scale back compliance with a landmark nuclear deal on 

the anniversary of the United States decision to withdraw from the international accord. 

Details: 

 The US unilaterally withdrew on 2018, from the 2015 multilateral deal known as the Joint 

Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) under which Iran agreed to curb its nuclear 

programme in exchange for the lifting of biting sanctions. 

 Iran will convey details of the "decision to reduce its commitments" to ambassadors of the five 

countries still party to the agreement - Britain, China, France, Germany and Russia. 

 The US also blacklisted Iran's elite Revolutionary Guard Corps as "terrorists", and announced 

it was deploying a naval strike group to the Middle East because of indications of a "credible 

threat from Iranian regime forces". 

 Iran dismissed the move as "psychological warfare". 

Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) 

 The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) known commonly as the Iran deal, is an 

international agreement on the nuclear program of Iran reached in Vienna on 14 July 2015 

between Iran, the P5+1 (the five permanent members of the United Nations Security Council—

China, France, Russia, United Kingdom, United States—plus Germany),and the European 

Union.  

 

BREXIT BILL TO BE TABLED BEFORE MPS IN JUNE  

Prelims: International (IR3D) 

Prelims Tag: - International Institutions (IR3) 

Mains: GS -II Governance, Constitution, social justice and IR (GS2S) 

Mains: Brexit bill 

Why in News?  

 British Prime Minister Theresa May is set for a 

new political showdown in Parliament as MPs 

across the political spectrum expressed their 

intention to oppose her Brexit  

 plans, when she attempts to gain their support 

through legislation set to be put to MPs in early 

June. 
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Details: 

 On Tuesday evening, following the latest instalment of cross-party talks with the Labour Party, 

The Prime Minister plans to bring forward the Withdrawal Agreement Bill in the week 

commencing June 3, thereby setting a tangible deadline for the talks that have continued with 

little outcome so far. The date of early June has been set to enable the U.K. to leave the 

European Union (EU) before the start of the summer recess were the legislation to pass. 

What is Brexit? 

 It is the abbreviation of “British Exit” from the European Union (EU). Brexit mirrors the term 

Grexit — a term which was coined and used by two Citigroup’s economists in February 2012 to 

refer to the possible exit of Greece from the EU. Britain has had a troubled relationship with 

the EU since the beginning and has made various attempts in the past to break away from it. 

Why the ‘Leave EU’ campaign? 

 The Leave Campaign argues that Britain is losing out a big deal by staying in the EU. 

 It has to pay millions of pounds each week as a contribution to the European budget. 

 The extremely bureaucratic nature of the European parliament is hurting British exporters 

 Migration from the European Union into Britain (mainly PIGS economies) is creating an 

imbalance in the welfare schemes of the UK government. 

 But those who oppose the campaign say that Britain is a net gainer if She stays in the EU. 

Negative Impacts of the Brexit referendum on India 

 India will have to adjust to changing world order. 

 There may be foreign fund outflow and dollar rise. 

 Rupee may depreciate because of the double effect of foreign fund outflow and dollar rise. 

 This may increase petrol and diesel prices to an extent. 

 The government then may want to reduce additional excise duty imposed on fuel when it was 

on a downward trajectory. This may increase fiscal deficit unless revenue increased. 

 Prices of gold, electronic goods, among others may also increase. 

Positive Impacts of the Brexit referendum on India 

 There are many who think a weakening British currency might be good news. 

 India being more of an importing country than an exporting nation, the overall effect may turn 

out positive for India (if the dollar doesn’t’t appreciate much against rupee). 

 With lower pound value, Indian companies may be able to acquire many hi-tech assets. 

 As investors look around the world for safe havens in these turbulent times, India stands out 

both in terms of stability and of growth. Brexit might give a boost to trade ties between India 

and the UK. Britain will now be free to discuss a bilateral trade pact with India. 
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 Due to the fall in the value of Pound sterling, those who import from the UK will gain. Indian 

export companies operating in the UK may also gain. 

 India ready to handle the Brexit? 

 The finance ministry said that the country has sufficient foreign exchange reserves to handle 

any impact. RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan said the central bank will infuse whatever liquidity 

is needed into the Indian market to keep it “well behaved”.  

 SEBI and stock exchanges have beefed up their surveillance mechanism to deal with any 

excessive volatility.  

 If exports to the UK are costly and imports are cheaper, India can think of utilizing the import-

advantage by reversing the present trade scenario. Once the dust settles, India may be seen to 

be a net gainer and inflows would continue to gravitate towards the Indian shores. 

 Recent Development: British Prime Minister Theresa May said she would quit after 

failing to deliver Brexit, setting up a contest that will install a new PM who could 

pursue a cleaner break with the EU. 

 

YEMEN’S WOES 

Prelims: International (IR3) 

Prelims: Nil 

Mains: GS-II Governance, social justice and IR (GS2S) 

Mains Tag: Yemen Distress 

Why in News? 

 Renewed clashes broke out between Houthi rebel fighters and Saudi-backed pro-government 

forces in Yemen. 

What is the recent happening? 

 The tussle in Yemen is essentially between Yemen’s Shia Houthi rebels loyal to the former 

President and the forces loyal to the current government. 

 The two factions claim to constitute the Yemeni government. 

 Following the December 2018 ceasefire agreement, Houthi rebels were withdrawing from 

three of Yemen’s ports. But while the withdrawal was under way, Houthis, who are reportedly 

getting support from Iran, allegedly carried out a drone attack on a Saudi pipeline. 

 In retaliation, Riyadh launched airstrikes on Sanaa, the capital city of Yemen controlled by the 

rebels. The attack killed at least six civilians, including children. 

 Yemen now risks falling back to the pre-ceasefire days of conflict. 

 Fighting is broken out in parts of the government-controlled south too. 
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How has Saudi's role been? 

 Saudi Arabia started its Yemen military campaign in March 2015 with the goal of driving 

Houthis out of territories they captured. 

 Four years of war have devastated the country of Yemen. 

 According to the UN, at least 7,000 civilians have been killed. 

 Thousands of others have died due to disease, poor health care and malnutrition. 

 The blockade Saudi Arabia imposed on Yemen steadily worsened its hunger problem and 

health-care crisis, and is now on the brink of a famine. 

 Even when the ceasefire was holding, the Saudis did not halt bombing Yemen. 

 Saudi Arabia appears to be frustrated that it is not able to defeat the Houthis even after years 

of heavy bombing. The Houthis, on their part, continue to provoke the Saudis through cross-

border rocket and drone attacks, both affecting the Yemenis severely. 

Why is the recent attack so dangerous? 

 The resumption of hostilities is more dangerous in the regional angle. 

 Tensions are already on the rise in West Asia over the U.S.-Iran standoff.  

 The U.S. had earlier warned against possible attacks by either Iran or Iran-backed militias 

against American interests or its allies in the region. 

 U.S. has also deployed an aircraft carrier and a bomber squad to the Gulf. 

 Immediately after the pipeline was attacked, the Saudis blamed Iran for ordering it. 

 Both Iran and the Houthis have refuted this allegation. 

 Whatever the case be, the incident and subsequent Saudi airstrikes show how the Yemeni 

conflict is entangled with the rivalry between Iran and Saudi Arabia. 

What is the way forward? 

 Moving ahead, the Hodeida model should be replicated elsewhere in Yemen. 

 Hodeidah is the city wherefrom Yemen’s government and Houthi rebels agreed on the first 

phase of a withdrawal. The ceasefire took effect in this Red Sea port city and both the rebels 

and government forces showed compliance till the rebels pulled out recently. 

 It is only safe if the parties to the conflict continue talks under international mediation. 

 For this to be achieved, the Houthis should decouple themselves from the regional politics. 

 They should stay focussed on resolving differences with the government and rebuilding the 

war-torn country. Importantly, Saudi Arabia should get out of Yemen. 
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INDIA CUTS OFF UN PANEL AFTER JAMMU & KASHMIR REPORT  

Prelims: IR3E United Nations Organisation 

Prelims Tag: UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 

Mains: GS2S Important International institutions 

Mains Tag: Situation of Human Rights in Kashmir, Public Safety Act 

Why in News: 

 The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) recently published its 

first ever report on Jammu and Kashmir including PoK. India reacted angrily to a submission 

from the Geneva-based Human Rights Council (HRC) on the alleged violations in Jammu and 

Kashmir. 

Details: 

 This report has opened up controversies over the territory dispute between India and Pakistan. 

This report has been in production since 2016, after a new wave of violence hit the Kashmir 

Valley. India had also rejected the OHCHR’s report on the ‘Situation of Human Rights in 

Kashmir’ the first-ever such report on Jammu and Kashmir and accused the High 

Commissioner of Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein of “clear bias” in bringing it out. 

Controversies in the report:  

 The report has criticised India on how it handled the protests and extra judicial killings, using 

hard tactics. The report has also used less harsh terms such as armed group and leader of 

armed group, instead of militant group and terrorist as regarded by the Indian Security Forces. 

The report has also recommended removal of the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act for its 

alleged human rights violations. 

Public Safety Act in Jammu and Kashmir: 

 The act was brought into effect in 1978, primarily to adopt a tough measure against timber 

smuggling in the state. It was much later that the act was frequently used to control militancy-

related incidents.  Under this act, the government can declare any area as ‘protected’ and 

exercise authority to regulate entry of any citizen in the protected area. Attempts to forcefully 

enter the designated areas invite prosecution.  The Public Safety Act gives Jammu & Kashmir 

government the power to detain anyone who acts “in any manner prejudicial to the 

maintenance of public order”. An individual faces the risk of being detained if he or she is 

found “promoting, propagating, or attempting to create feelings of enmity or hatred or 

disharmony on grounds of religion, race, caste and community”. This detention without trial 

happens under the pretext of maintaining public order.  
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Amendments made to Public Safety Act  

 Pre-trial detention period was reduced from two years to six months. 

 The provision for detention of individuals “acting in any manner prejudicial to the 

maintenance of public law” was made less stringent. 

  It introduced the rule that minors (below the age of 18) cannot be detained under the PSA.  

Article 370 

 Article 370 of the Indian Constitution is a ‘temporary provision’ which grants special 

autonomous status to Jammu & Kashmir. 

 Under Part XXI of the Constitution of India, which deals with “Temporary, Transitional and 

Special provisions”, the state of Jammu & Kashmir has been accorded special status under 

Article 370. All the provisions of the Constitution which are applicable to other states are not 

applicable to J&K. 
 

GREAT THINGS ARE IN STORE FOR BILATERAL TIES, SAYS TRUMP  

Prelims: International (IR4) 

Prelims Tag: US India Relations 

Mains: Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice and International Relations (GS2P) 

Mains Tag: US India Relations 

Why in News: 

 Reacting to Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s victory the U.S. House [of Representatives] 

Foreign Affairs Committee issued a statement congratulating “the Indian people”. 

Details: 

 Listing   the of priorities for the India-U.S. partnership mentioned human rights first. It also 

referred to climate change. 

 U.S. Congress looks forward to continue working with India, on a host of issues, including 

human rights, defense, trade and economic growth, and climate change. 

Why India Matters to the USA? 

 India is an indispensable partner for the United States. Geographically, it sits between the two 

most immediate problematic regions for U.S. national interests. The arc of instability that 

begins in North Africa goes through the Middle East, and proceeds to Pakistan and 

Afghanistan ends at India’s western border. 

 With the rise of Asian economies, the Indian Ocean is home to critical global lines of 

communication, with perhaps 50 percent of world container products and up to 70 percent of 

ship-borne oil and petroleum traffic transiting through its waters. 
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 India’s growing national capabilities give it ever greater tools to pursue its national interests to 

the benefit of the United States. India has the world’s third-largest Army, fourth-largest Air 

Force, and fifth largest Navy. 

 India is an important U.S. partner in international efforts to prevent the further spread of 

weapons of mass destruction. 

 India’s broad diplomatic ties globally (most importantly in the Middle East), its aspirations for 

United Nations (UN) Security Council permanent membership, and its role in international 

organizations such as the International Atomic Energy Agency makes New Delhi an especially 

effective voice in calls to halt proliferation. 

 India’s position against radicalism and terrorism corresponds with that of the United States. 

 Indian democracy has prospered despite endemic poverty; extraordinary ethnic, religious, and 

linguistic diversity; and foreign and internal conflicts. 

 

GAZA FIGHTING  

Prelims: International (IR4) 

Prelims Tag: Israel Palestine conflict 

Mains: Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice and International Relations (GS2R) 

Mains Tag: Israel Palestine conflict 

Why in News 

  Fighting between Israel and Gaza escalated rapidly in the worst 

combat since the last full-blown war in 2014, with Palestinian 

rocket and missile attacks killing Israeli civilians and Israeli forces 

taking aim at individual Gaza militants. 

Details: 

 The Palestinians said that they had reached a cease-fire with Israel.  

 That news appeared to be confirmed indirectly when the Israeli military on lifted restrictions 

on citizens living near the border with Gaza. 

 The outbreak of violence appears to have begun when a sniper wounded Israeli soldiers, a 

violent but localized expression of Palestinian impatience with Israel’s failure to alleviate dire 

humanitarian conditions in Gaza. 

Israel-Palestine conflict 

 The Israel-Palestine conflict – often referred as the ‘world’s most intractable conflict’ – is 

rooted in a dispute over land claimed by Jews as their biblical birthright and by the 

Palestinians, who seek self-determination. 
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  Despite repeated attempts to end the conflict between the two countries, there is no peace 

settlement in sight. 

 In 1967, Israel launched a pre-emptive strike against Egypt, Syria, and Jordan and at the end 

of this Six-Day War, Israel captured: 

1. Golan Heights from Syria. 

2. West Bank and East Jerusalem from Jordan. 

3. Sinai Peninsula and Gaza Strip from Egypt. 

 The 1967 war is particularly important for today’s conflict, as it left Israel in control of 

the West Bank and Gaza Strip, two territories home to a large number of Palestinians. 

 Gaza and Westbank are together known as ‘Occupied Territories’, after 1967 war. 

Hamas and Fatah 

 In 1987, Hamas (Islamic Militant group) for the liberation of Palestine through Jihad came 

into existence. It refused to recognize Israel as a country. It has received support from Iran and 

Syria. On the other hand, Fatah, a faction of PLO under Yasser Arafat received support from 

Western nations. 

 

IRAQ REMAINS TOP OIL SUPPLIER TO INDIA  

Prelims: International (IR4) 

Prelims Tag: Oil Supply 

Mains: Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice and International Relations (GS2Q) 

Mains Tag: Oil Supply 

Why in News: 

 Iraq contributes a fifth of India’s needs; imports 

from U.S. rise fourfold from 2017-18 

Details: 

 Iraq has, for the second year in a row, become 

India’s top crude oil supplier, meeting more 

than a fifth of the country’s oil needs in 2018-19 

fiscal year.  

 According to data sourced from the Directorate 

General of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics, Iraq sold 46.61 million tonnes (mt) of crude 

oil to India during April 2018 and March 2019, 2% more than 45.74 mt it had supplied in 

2017-18 fiscal. 
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Saudi dethroned: 

 Saudi Arabia has traditionally been India’s top oil source, but it was for the first time 

dethroned by Iraq in 2017-18 fiscal year 

 While India stopped importing crude oil from Iran following reimposition of economic 

sanctions this month by the U.S., the Persian Gulf nation was the third largest crude oil 

supplier to India.  UAE topped Venezuela to become India’s fourth-largest crude supplier. 

 The U.S., which began selling crude oil to India in 2017, is fast becoming a major source. 

From US: 

 Supplies from the U.S. jumped more than fourfold to 6.4 mt in the 2018-19 fiscal year.  

 Iran was India’s second biggest supplier of crude oil after Saudi Arabia till 2010-11, but 

western sanctions over its suspected nuclear programme relegated it to the seventh spot in 

subsequent years. 

 

INDIAN STUDENTS COMPLETING MASTER’S IN U.S. STAND BETTER 

CHANCE TO GET  

Prelims: International (IR4) 

Prelims Tag: H1B Visa 

Mains: Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice and International relations (GS2Q) 

Mains Tag: H1B Visa  

Why in News: 

 Under the new visa regime in the U.S., 

foreign students who complete their 

master’s or any higher degree from 

American universities will have a better 

chance of obtaining H-IB visas. 

Details: 

 The master’s cap of 20,000 visas is 

available only to applicants with a master’s 

or a higher degree from nationally-accredited public or not-for-profit educational institution in 

the U.S. 

 any proposal to prioritise students who study in the United States would represent a very 

positive development for Indians, who account for around 20% of all international students in 

the country.” 
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What is H1 B visa? 

 The H-1B visa is a non-immigrant visa. 

 It allows US companies to employ foreign workers in speciality occupations that require 

theoretical or technical expertise. Technology companies depend on it to hire tens of 

thousands of employees each year from countries such as India and China. 

 The H1-B visa has an annual numerical limit cap of 65,000 each fiscal year, as mandated by 

the Congress.  

 The first 20,000 petitions filed on behalf of beneficiaries with a US master’s degree or higher 

are exempt from the cap. According to the US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), 

between 2007 and 2017, it received the maximum number of 2.2 million H-1B petitions from 

high-skilled Indians.  

 India was followed by China with 301,000 H-1B petitions during the same period. 

Eligibility unchanged 

 The eligibility requirements for students remain unchanged. 

 Facing significantly higher rejections and Requests for Evidence (RFEs), Indian IT companies 

have already begun ramping up hiring in the U.S., but are hampered by the small size of the 

talent pool in that country. 

 This change shrinks the pool of visas available to Bachelor’s degree holders and will make it 

tougher for Indian IT workers to work in the U.S. 

 Increasing restrictions on the H-1B, for example, on a spouse’s right to work and on the 

threshold salary, could still impact Indians who meet the U.S. study requirements. 

 As a result of this uncertainty, an increasing number of people seeking alternative immigration 

solutions.  This includes L1 visas, an E-2 visa coupled with citizenship of Grenada, and the EB-

5 investor visa, which is the fastest route to a Green Card,”  

The H-1B puzzle 

 The USCIS had recently reversed the order in which it conducted the H-1B lottery, which is 

held if the number of H-1B petitions exceeds the annual cap of 85,000 visas. 

 This cap consists of two categories — 20,000 visas open only to applicants with a Master’s or 

higher degree and 65,000 visas open to all eligible applicants including those with advanced 

degrees.   

 Until now, the lottery for the master’s cap was held first. Going ahead, lottery for the regular 

cap will be done first followed by the baster’s lottery. 
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CRISIS IN WTO'S APPELLATE BODY 

Prelims: International (IR5) 

Prelims Tag: WTO Apellate body 

Mains: GS-II Governance, social justice and IR (GS2S) 

Mains Tag: Crisis in WTO’s Appellate Body 

Why in News: 

 Over 20 developing countries recently met in New Delhi to discuss ways to prevent the World 

Trade Organization’s dispute resolution system from collapsing. 

What is the WTO’s Appellate Body? 

 The Appellate Body of the WTO was set up in 1995 and is a standing committee of 7 members. 

It presides over appeals against judgments passed in trade-related disputes brought by WTO 

members. Over 500 international disputes had been brought to the WTO and over 350 rulings 

had been issued since 1995. 

 With this, WTO's dispute settlement mechanism is one of the most active in the world. 

How does it work? 

 Countries involved in a dispute can approach the Appellate body if they feel the report of the 

panel set up to examine the issue needs to be reviewed on points of law. 

 The Appellate Body can uphold, modify, or reverse the legal findings of the panel that heard 

the dispute. Between 1995 and 2014, around 68% of the 201 panel reports adopted were 

appealed. Countries on either or both sides of the dispute can appeal. 

 The Appellate Body has so far issued 152 reports. 

 The WTO’s dispute settlement procedure is vital to ensuring smooth international trade flows. 

The reports, once adopted by the WTO’s disputes settlement body, are final and binding on the 

parties. 

What is the ongoing crisis? 

 Over the last 2 years, the membership of the Appellate Body is down to just 3 persons instead 

of the required 7. 

 This is because the United States has been blocking appointments of new members. 

 It also stalls the reappointments of some members who have completed their four-year 

tenures. The U.S. believes that WTO is biased against it, and is thus blocking appointments. 

 Two of the three members will complete their tenures in December, 2019, leaving the body 

with just one member. Notably, at least 3 people are required to preside over an appeal. 

 If new members are not appointed to replace the two retiring ones, the body will cease to be 

relevant. 
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What are the implications? 

 The understaffed appeals body has been unable to stick to its 2-3-month deadline for appeals 

filed in the last few years.  

 The backlog of cases has prevented it from initiating proceedings in appeals that have been 

filed in the last year. The three members have been proceeding on all appeals filed since 

October, 2018. Unless the issue is resolved, the trade body could become defunct. 

Consequently, countries locked in international trade disputes will be left with no forum for 

recourse.  

 The US is directly involved in more disputes than other WTO member countries. But several 

countries, including India, enter disputes as third parties. India - India has so far been a direct 

participant in 54 disputes, and has been involved in 158 as a third party.  

 In February 2019, the appellate body said it would be unable to staff an appeal in a dispute 

between Japan and India. 

 This was over certain safeguard measures that India had imposed on imports of iron and steel 

products. The panel had found that India had acted “inconsistently” with some WTO 

agreements. India had notified the Dispute Settlement Body of its decision to appeal certain 

issues of law and legal interpretations. 

 But it has so far been unable to review at least 10 appeals that have been filed since July 2018. 

What is the larger concern? 

 With the Appellate Body unable to review new applications, there is already uncertainty over 

WTO’s dispute settlement process. If the body is declared non-functional, countries may be 

compelled to implement rulings by the panel despite concerns with it. 

 If a country refuses to comply with the panel's order, it will run the risk of facing arbitration 

proceedings initiated by the other party. This does not bode well for India which is facing a 

rising number of dispute cases, especially on agricultural products. 

 Also, the overall weakening of WTO framework could have the effect of undoing over two 

decades of efforts to avoid protectionism in global trade. 

 This is a major concern currently, because trade tensions such as between the US and China 

and the US and India, are on the rise. 

What is the way forward?  

 New appointments to the Appellate Body are usually made by a consensus of WTO members. 

 But there is also a provision for voting where a consensus is not possible. 

 The group of 17 least developed and developing countries have committed to working together 

to end the current impasse. This group, which includes India, can submit or support a proposal 

to the above effect, helping to get new members on the Appellate Body by a majority vote. 
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6. ECONOMICS  

VARUNA MITRA BOOSTED FARM INCOME, SAYS ISEC STUDY  

Prelims: Economics (E1) 

Prelims Tag: Agriculture 

Mains: Technology, Economic Development, Bio diversity, Environment, Security and 

Disaster Management (GS3D) 

Mains Tag: Agriculture 

Why in News 

 Rain forecast helped farmers get average net gain of ₹5,106 per acre’ 

Details: 

 Accuracy in the weather information provided by Varuna Mitra, the 24x7 help desk launched 

by the Karnataka State Natural Disaster Monitoring Centre, has helped farmers realise average 

net gain of ₹5,106 per acre, according to a study. Launched in 2010, Varuna Mitra provides 

weather forecast at the gram panchayat level for the benefit of farmers and the public.  

 It provides forecast on rainfall, temperature, humidity, wind speed and its direction three days 

in advance. 

 Data was collected from 1,350 farmers across nine districts of high moderate and low rainfall 

regions covering eight agro-climatic zones during 2016-17 in the State.  

 It revealed that accuracy in weather forecast enabled reduction in cost of cultivation and post-

harvest loss, improvements in crop yield, and net incomes. 

Accurate prediction 

 The study “Economic impact evaluation of Varuna Mitra on agriculture” conducted by, Centre 

for Ecological Economics and Natural Resources, ISEC, Bengaluru, said 63% of farmers had 

received accurate prediction of weather.  

 Arecanut growers used most of the facility since incidence of rain during the harvest period 

could increase the moisture content in arecanut, thereby lowering quality and price, forecast 

information has led to an annual incremental gain of ₹495.3 crore for all area covered under 

Varuna Mitra. 

Varuna mitra: 

  To disseminate weather related information, weather forecast and advisories directly to the 

general public,Karnataka state natural disaster monitoring centre has been operating an 

interactive help-desk “VARUNA MITRA” functioning on 24x7x365 basis. More than 3.5 lakh 

farmers have directly contacted and benefited from VARUNA MITRA services. 
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FARMERS WORRIED PEPSICO-GOVT. TALKS WILL DILUTE THEIR 

RIGHTS  

Prelims: Economics (E1) 

Prelims Tag: PPV& FR Act 2001, National Gene Fund  

Mains: Indian Economy and Issues (GS3A) 

Mains Tag: FC5, Section 64  

Why in News: 

 PepsiCo withdraws its cases against Gujarat potato growers, farmers groups are still worried 

about the dilution of their rights by state and Central governments. 

Background: 

 The company has said that farmers infringed its patent rights by growing the potato variety 

used in its product called as Lays chips. 

 However, facing boycott calls after it sued Gujarati potato farmers PepsiCo has offered to settle 

the case if the farmers stop growing the registered potato variety used in its Lays chips. 

Pepsico’s Point of View 

 PepsiCo has invoked Section 64 of the Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights 

(PPV&FR) Act, 2001 to claim infringement of its rights. 

 The section prohibits anyone other than the breeder of seeds or a registered licensee of that 

variety to sell, export, import or produces such variety. 

 The farmers were allegedly growing a variety of potato namely FL 2027, also called FC5, on 

which PepsiCo claimed exclusive rights by virtue of a Plant Variety Certificate (PVC). 

Farmers Point of View 

 Farmers groups have said that section 39 of the Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ 

Rights (PPV&FR) Act, 2001 allows farmers to grow and sell any variety of crop or even seed as 

long as they don’t sell branded seed of registered varieties. 

 The farmers have requested the government to interfere on their behalf and ask Protection of 

Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights Authority (PPV&FRA) to make a submission in court and 

fund legal costs through the National Gene Fund. 

Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights (PPV&FR) Act, 2001 

 The aim of the act is the establishment of an effective system for the protection of plant 

varieties, the rights of farmers and plant breeders and to encourage the development of new 

varieties of plant. 
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 The act also establishes Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers' Rights Authority under the 

Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare. 

 The major function of Authority includes Registration of new plant varieties; documentation of 

varieties registered; Preservation of plant genetic resource; Maintenance of the National 

Register of Plant Varieties and Maintenance of National Gene Bank (for conserving seeds of 

registered varieties). 

 A farmer can save, use, sow, re-sow, exchange, share or sell his farm produce including seed of 

a variety protected under the PPV&FR Act, 2001 

 However, the farmer shall not be entitled to sell branded seed of a variety protected under the 

PPV&FR Act, 2001. 

 There is also a provision for compensation to the farmers for non-performance of variety. 

 The farmer shall not be liable to pay any fee in any proceeding before the Authority or 

Registrar or the Tribunal or the High Court under the Act. 

National Gene Fund 

 In 2007, the National Gene Fund was constituted under the PPV&FR Act 2001. 

 It started with an initial amount of Rs 50 lakh from the Central government and gets a 

contribution from the money paid by plant breeders as registration and annual fee. 

 

RBI ENVISIONS FOURFOLD GROWTH IN DIGITAL TRANSACTIONS BY 

2021 

Prelims: Economics (E2) 

Prelims Tag: Payment System Vision  

Mains: GS-III Technology, Economic Development, Environment (GS3A) 

Mains Tag: Payment System Vision 

Why in News: 

 The Reserve Bank of India 

(RBI) has envisaged four 

times growth in digital 

transaction in two years, in 

the payment system vision 

document for 2019-2021. 
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Background: 

 Payment Systems Vision 2021, with its 36 specific action points and 12 specific outcomes, aims 

to achieve a ‘highly digital’ and ‘cash-lite’ society through the goal posts of competition, cost 

effectiveness, convenience and confidence (4Cs). 

Payment Systems Vision 2021: 

 The 'Payment and Settlement Systems in India: Vision 2019 - 2021', with its core theme of 

'Empowering Exceptional (E)payment Experience', envisages to achieve "a highly digital and 

cash-lite society" through the goal posts of competition, cost effectiveness, convenience and 

confidence (4Cs).Payment systems landscape will continue to change with further innovation 

and entry of more players which is expected to ensure optimal cost to the customers and freer 

access to multiple payment system options. 

 payment systems like UPI/IMPS are likely to register average annualised growth of over 100 

per cent and NEFT at 40 per cent over the vision period (period up to December 2021). 

 The number of digital transactions is expected to increase more than four times from 2,069 

crore in December 2018 to 8,707 crores in December 2021. 

 creating customer awareness, setting up a 24X7 helpline and self-regulatory organisation for 

system operators and service providers, among others. 

 

CRISIS IN NBFC SECTOR COULD HURT ECONOMIC GROWTH’ 

Prelims: Economics (E2) 

Prelims Tag: NBFC 

Mains: Technology, Economic Development, Bio diversity, Environment, Security and 

Disaster Management (GS3A) 

Mains Tag: NBFC 

Why in News: 

 The investors are worried over potential impact on the overall 

growth of the economy in the near term on current liquidity crisis in 

the non-banking financial companies’ (NBFCs). 

Details: 

 “Many investors appear concerned about the ongoing financial 

crunch led by the NBFC sector and its impact on discretionary consumption and hence overall 

growth. High risk aversion, delayed monetary transmission and subdued mutual fund flows 

could result in a further slowing of the sector. 
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NBFC: 

 NBFC - An NBFC is a company registered under the Companies Act, 1956. 

 It engages in the business of 

 loans and advances 

 acquisition of shares/stocks/bonds/debentures/securities issued by Government or local 

authority or other marketable securities of a like nature 

 leasing, hire-purchase, insurance business, chit business, etc. 

 NBFCs largely depend on market-based funds. 

 They aim at bridging the gap in pricing inefficiency based on perceived risk. 

 

NEW GOVT. MUST FOCUS ON BANK BALANCE SHEETS 

Prelims: Economics (E2) 

Prelims Tag: Balance sheet 

Mains: GS-III Technology, Economic Development, Environment (GS2A) 

Mains Tag: Balance sheet 

Why in News: 

 The new government, should focus on a few key aspects of the economy such as tackling 

income inequality on a priority basis, cleaning up bank balance sheets rather than delaying the 

clean-up, being more fiscally disciplined, and being more accountable for the revenue 

projections made in a year. 

Background: / What is Balance sheet: 

 A Balance Sheet is a financial statement of any company or is the summary of its assets and 

liabilities, equity capital, total debt, etc. at a specific point in time. 

  It reflects the financial health of a firm and gives appropriate knowledge to the investors about 

what is owned and owed by the firm along with the amount which is invested by the 

shareholders.  

 It derives its name from the fact that assets and liabilities of the firm which are put on two 

heads of the sheet must balance out. 

 Assets include various resources or things owned by the company and are divided into current 

and and long-term.  Liabilities are debts or obligations of the company and stand for the 

amount owed by it to its creditors. They are also divided into current and long-term liabilities.  

Furthermore, the equity capital of the owner is another important feature of the balance sheet.  

Total liabilities and owners’ equity must always add up to the total assets.  

 It is also called book value of the company.   
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EXTERNAL WOES: ON INDIA'S FOREIGN TRADE 

Prelims: Economics (E3) 

Prelims Tag: Nil 

Mains: GS-III Technology, economic development, environment, diaster management (GS3A) 

Mains Tag: India's foreign trade 

Why in News: 

 The estimates for foreign trade showed a sharp slowdown in merchandise export growth in 

April, 2019 to 0.64% from a year earlier. 

Background: / what is the exports scenario? 

 There was a 31% surge in petroleum products shipments to overseas markets in April. 

 If this is removed, India’s goods export actually contracted by over 3% in dollar terms. 

 [In contrast, overall merchandise exports had expanded 11% year-on-year in March, 2019 with 

the growth in shipments excluding petroleum products.] 

 The slump in exports was fairly widespread, with 16 of the 30 major product groups reflecting 

contractions. This is in contrast with the 10 categories that had shrunk in March. 

 Worryingly, shipments of engineering goods declined by over 7% after having expanded by 

16.3% in March. The traditionally strong export sectors all weakened in April. 

 These include the gems and jewellery, leather and leather products, textiles and garments, and 

drugs and pharmaceuticals sectors. 

 E.g. contraction in gem and jewellery exports widened to 13.4% in April, from 0.4% in March; 

it was 15.3% from 6.4% respectively for the leather segment 

 Likewise, the pace of growth of garment exports decelerated to 4.4% from 15.1% in March. 

BALANCE OF TRADE 
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What is the case with imports? 

 Imports grew by 4.5% to $41.4 billion in April, accelerating from March’s 1.4%. 

 This was primarily because the purchases of crude oil and gold continued to increase. 

 The 9.3% jump in the oil import bill, from March’s 5.6%, can partly be explained by the rise in 

international crude prices. However, the 54% surge in gold imports reflects India’s 

unappeasable appetite for gold, calling for policymakers' attention and action. 

 Excluding oil and gold, however, imports shrank by more than 2% in April. 

 This signals that import demand in the real productive sectors is largely balanced. 

What are the Implications? 

 Jobs and demand - The traditionally strong export sectors are all key providers of jobs. 

 So any prolonged slump across these industries will impact jobs, wages and overall 

consumption demand in the domestic market. 

 Trade deficit - With merchandise imports outpacing exports, the trade deficit widened to a 

five-month high of $15.3 billion. 

 The widening trade shortfall will add pressure on India’s widening current account deficit 

(CAD). 

 Being at around $51.9 billion in the first 9 months of fiscal 2018-19, CAD had already 

surpassed the preceding financial year’s 12-month shortfall of $48.7 billion. 

 More challenges and limitations to trade and exports are ahead with the escalating trade war 

between the U.S. and China. 

 The impacts of this could be widespread on global growth. 

 Moreover, the rising military tensions in West Asia could potentially further push up oil prices, 

further increasing India's import burden. 

 Given these, containing the trade and current account deficits seems significantly challenging 

and urgent measures are needed to boost exports. 

 

SEBI TIGHTENS DISCLOSURE NORMS FOR LISTED DEBT SECURITIES 

Prelims: Economics E3 

Prelims Tag: SEBI 

Mains: Technology, Economic Development, Bio diversity, Environment, Security and 

Disaster Management GS3A 

Mains Tag: SEBI 
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Why in News: 

 To further safeguard the interest of investors in listed debt securities, the Securities and 

Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has tightened the disclosure norms for entities that have 

issued such securities. 

Details: 

 The capital market watchdog made it mandatory for such companies to disclose on their 

websites the schedule of interest and redemption obligations for the complete financial year. 

Within a day of due date 

 Further, the status of payments has to be updated within one day of the due date, which 

effectively means that any default or delay will be disclosed within a day of the due date. 

 The enhanced disclosure norms have been issued to “further secure the interests of investors 

in listed debt securities, enhance transparency and to enable Debenture Trustees (DTs) to 

perform their duties effectively and promptly.” DTs shall display on their website details of 

interest/ redemption due to the debenture holders in respect of all issues during a financial 

year within 5 working days of start of financial year. For privately-placed debt securities, SEBI 

has made it mandatory for the inclusion of a clause stating that at least 2% per annum interest 

would be paid over the coupon rate in case of a default in meeting the payment obligations.  

SEBI 

 SEBI is the statutory regulator for the securities market in India. 

 It was established in 1988 and given statutory powers through the SEBI Act, 1992. 

 HQ: Mumbai / Purpose: Protect the interests of investors in securities, promote the 

development of securities market and to regulate the securities market. SEBI is responsive to 

needs of three groups, which constitute the market i.e. 

 Issuers of securities, Investors and Market intermediaries. 

 

CPI INFLATION QUICKENS TO SIX-MONTH HIGH OF 2.92% ON FOOD, 

FUEL PRICES  

Prelims: Economics (E4) 

Prelims Tag: CPI, WPI 

Mains: Technology, Economic Development, Bio diversity, Environment, Security and 

Disaster Management (GS3H) 

Mains Tag: CPI, WPI  
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Why in News: 

 Retail inflation quickpened to a six-month high of 2.92% in April, driven in large part by 

accelerating food and fuel inflation. 

Details: 

 Growth in the consumer price index (CPI) quickened in April from 2.86% in March. 

 Moreover, food inflation continued to rise with sustained upward momentum in fruits and 

vegetables.  

Consumer Price Index (CPI):  

 Consumer Price Index (CPI) is based on the final prices of goods at the retail level. Because of 

the wide disparities in the consumption baskets for different segment of consumers, India has 

adopted four CPIs 

 CPI (Industrial Workers) 

 CPI (Urban Non- Manual Employees) 

 CPI (Agricultural Labour) 

 CPI (Rural Worker) 

 In India, RBI uses CPI (combined) released by CSO for inflation purpose with base year as 

2012. 

Wholesale Price Index (WPI):  

 Wholesale Price Index (WPI) is based on the price prevailing in the wholesale markets or the 

price at which bulk transactions are made. 

 It includes three components 

 Manufactured products, Primary Articles, Fuel and power  

 It is measured by Ministry of commerce and industry with base year as 2011-12  

 Data on Wholesale Price Index (WPI) is available every week, while data on Consumer Price 

Index (CPI) is only available every month, so there is a time lag in CPI data availability 

compared to WPI data availability, which can impact decision making both for RBI and the 

Government of India. 

Inflation: 

 Inflation is a rise in the general level of prices of goods and services in an economy over a 

period of time. When the general price level rises, Each unit of currency buys fewer goods and 

services.  This implies that: The purchasing power of money gets eroded. There is a loss in real 

value of money as medium of exchange and unit account in the economy. Inflation has good as 

well as bad impacts for economy. 
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GST BUOYANCY  

Prelims: Economics E5 

Prelims Tag:  GST 

Mains: Technology, Economic Development, Bio diversity, Environment, Security and 

Disaster Management (GS3H) 

Mains Tag: GST 

Why in News 

 GST collections hit a record high, the next step should be to simplify the tax regime 

Details: 

  The GST inflows of ₹1,13,865 crore in April are the highest recorded since the tax regime was 

introduced in July 2017. They represent an increase of over 10% compared to the same month 

a year ago. GST revenues have crossed the ₹1 lakh crore mark Healthier GST collections, if 

sustained, will also mean less pressure on the Centre to cover its fiscal deficit.  In the absence 

of more disaggregated data, it could be argued that tax rate cuts by the GST Council in 

December too may have spurred higher volumes for some goods and services.  The rush to pay 

tax arrears at the end of the financial year may have been another seasonal factor contributing 

to better tax collection  

GST: 

 It is a destination-based taxation system. 

 It has been established by the 101st Constitutional Amendment Act. 

 It is an indirect tax for the whole country on the lines of “One Nation One Tax” to make India a 

unified market. It is a single tax on supply of Goods and Services in its entire product cycle or 

life cycle i.e. from manufacturer to the consumer. 

 There is a provision of GST Council to decide upon any matter related to GST whose chairman 

in the finance minister of India. 

GST Council: 

 It is the 1st Federal Institution of India, as per the Finance minister. 

 It will approve all decision related to taxation in the country. 

 It consists of Centre, 29 states, Delhi and Puducherry. 

 Centre has 1/3rd voting rights and states have 2/3rd voting rights. 

 Decisions are taken after a majority in the council. 
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AIR INDIA ARM’S PRIVATISATION HITS A BUMP 

Prelims: Economics (E6) 

Prelims Tag: Nil 

Mains: GS-III Technology, Economic development, Environment, Disaster management 

(GS3J) 

Mains Tag: Privatisation of Air India 

why in news: 

 The government’s effort to privatise Air India Air Transport Services 

Ltd., Air India’s ground handling arm, has run into a stone wall, with 

potential bidders raising concerns over the Airport Authority of 

India’s plan to award ground-handling work at 76 of its airports to 

vendors. 

Background: / What is the present condition of Air India? 

 Air India had accumulated debt of more than Rs.50,000 crore as of the end of the 2015-16 

fiscal year. Flights are routinely delayed, the equipment is old and mouldering, and the service 

is poor. The airline has become a platform through which politicians and officials enjoy the 

perks of office. 

What are the advantages of privatization? 

 A privatized Air India will cease to be a drain on the exchequer. The theory of economic policy 

establishes that government intervention in the economy is warranted only in the event of 

market failure or of an overarching non-economic objective. Going beyond conventional tools 

of intervention, such as regulation, taxes and subsidies, nationalization and monopolization of 

an industry only makes sense in the rarest of cases. e.g Situations in which the private market 

cannot deliver, such as a case of catastrophic market failure.  So logically the government 

should not be in the commercial airline business. It might support flights to commercially 

unviable areas, subsidies, etc, not nationalization. Competing with private airlines, Air India is 

not doing a good job of it. Its domestic market share dropped to about 13% as of March 2017. 

What should be done? 

 The best way to turn Air India into a great global airline would be to cut it loose from the 

clutches of the government.  

 It can be done either by fully privatizing the airline or reducing the government’s stake to a 

minority interest. e.g Following the privatization, British Airways rose to become the world’s 

“favourite airline”.  

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/
http://www.iasgatewayy.com/
http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


www. Vetriiias.com / www.iasgatewayy.com 044-26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

      

 

                105 | P a g e  

 

www.iasgatewayy.com / vetriias.com www.iasgatewayy.com 

   

 

 The experience of other countries, from Kenya to Canada to Singapore shows how successful is 

privatization. Disinvestment of Air India would send absolutely the right message, that India is 

now a market economy. If that happens, we will know that the old era of central planning is, 

just maybe, genuinely behind us after all 

 

NEED FOR INDUSTRIAL POLICY IN INDIA  

Prelims: Economics (E8) 

Prelims Tag: NIL 

Mains: GS-III Technology, Disaster Management, Environment (GS3A) 

Mains Tag: Industrial Policy in India 

Why in News: 

 The economic developments in the recent times in 

India demand a dedicated industrial policy to boost 

manufacturing. 

 In this backdrop, here is an overview of the 

inevitable role played by industrial policies 

elsewhere and the need for India to have one. 

Why is manufacturing significant? 

 No major country has managed to reduce poverty or sustain growth without manufacturing-

driven economic growth. 

 This is primarily because productivity levels in manufacturing sector are much higher than in 

either agriculture or services. 

 Manufacturing is a key engine of economic growth because it - 

 offers economies of scale 

 embodies technological progress 

 generates forward and backward linkages that create positive spill-over effects in the economy. 

How is it approached elsewhere? 

 In the U.S. and Europe, the approach towards manufacturing shifted after the 2008 financial 

crisis. Even the erstwhile proponents of neo-liberal policies started strategic government 

efforts to revive their industrial sectors. 

 They, notably, defied in principle their own prescriptions for free markets and trade. 

 The European Union too identified sector-specific initiatives to various industries. 

 The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) finds that over 100 

countries have, within the last decade, articulated industrial policies. 
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What is the case with India? 

 India still does not have in place a dedicated manufacturing policy. 

 Programmes as “Make in India” focusses on increasing foreign direct investment and ease of 

doing business. 

 While important, they may not constitute an industrial policy per se. 

 The contribution of manufacturing to GDP in 2017 was only about 16%. 

 This signals a stagnation since the economic reforms began in 1991. 

 Significantly, this is in sharp contrast with the major Asian economies. 

 E.g. Malaysia roughly tripled its share of manufacturing in GDP to 24%, Thailand’s share 

increased from 13% to 33% (1960-2014). 

 In contrast, in India, manufacturing has never been the leading sector other than during the 

Second and Third Plan periods. 

How does an industrial policy help? 

 It is widely agreed that government intervention is crucial in the case of market failures which 

may include - Deficiencies in capital markets, usually as a result of information asymmetries 

 Lack of adequate investments inhibiting exploitation of scale economies 

 Imperfect information with respect to firm-level investments in learning and training 

 Lack of information and coordination between technologically interdependent investments 

 Given the present economic situation in India, these are good reasons why an economy-wide 

planning mechanism is needed. 

 However, the Indian state should shift away from the “command and control” approach that 

was the case in pre-1991 days. 

Why is an industrial policy crucial for India now? 

 Investments - There is the need to coordinate complementary investments. 

 The East Asian States largely managed this role of industrial policy successfully. 

 This is essential especially when there are significant economies of scale and capital market 

imperfections. 

 While preventing coordination failures on the one hand, it is also essential to avoid competing 

investments in a capital-scarce environment. 

 As, excess capacity leads to price wars, thereby adversely affecting profits of firms. 

 These, in turn, may lead to bankruptcy of firms or slowing down investment, both happening 

often in India (E.g. the aviation sector.) 

 Even worse, price wars in the telecom sector in India have slowed profits (even caused losses). 
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 Human capital - Industrial policies are needed to address externalities such as subsidies for 

industrial training. In fact, industrial policy was reinforced by state investments in human 

capital in most East Asian countries. 

 General academic as well as vocational education/training was aligned with the industrial 

policy. However, a lack of human capital has been a major constraint upon India in attracting 

foreign investment. 

 Organising - The state can play the role of organiser of domestic firms into cartels in their 

negotiations with foreign firms or governments. 

 This role of government is particularly relevant in the 21st century after the big business 

revolution of the 1990s. As, post 1990 is marked with mega-mergers and acquisitions among 

transnational corporations. Notably, a key objective of China’s industrial policies since the 

1990s has been to support the growth of such firms. 

 E.g. Lenovo computers, Haier home appliances, and mega-firms making mobile phones 

 Production capacity - In India, the medium/middle scale enterprises are largely missing in the 

overall share, a shortfall of failure of industrial strategy. 

 This was more because of reservation of products exclusively for production in the small-scale 

and cottage industries (SSI) sector. Large firms were largely excluded from India’s 1956 

Industrial Policy Resolution onwards. E.g. by the end of the 1980s, 836 product groups were in 

the “reserved” category produced only by SSIs, which encouraged informal enterprises. 

 In 2005, there were still 500 products in this category, 15 years after the economic reforms 

were launched. Thereafter the reservation of products of small firms was cut sharply to 16 

products. But by then, small scale and informality had gotten entrenched in Indian 

manufacturing. In this context, an industrial policy should balance between the industrial 

capacity installed and the production efficiency/capacity. 

 Choosing too small a scale of capacity can mean a 30-50% reduction in production capacity. 

 Structural change - In a fast-changing market, losing firms will block structural changes as the 

above that are economically beneficial but make their own assets worthless. 

 East Asian governments prevented such firms from undermining the structural changes. 

 Moves such as orderly capacity-scrapping between competing firms and retraining 

programmes to limit such resistance were taken. An industrial policy in place in India could 

facilitate the process when structural change is needed. Jobs - The share of manufacturing in 

total employment fell from 12.8% to 11.5% over 2012 to 2016. A well drafted industrial policy 

can go a long way in creating jobs in the economy. 

 Exports - Increasing export of manufactures will need to be another rationale for an industrial 

policy. 
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What does the East Asia industrial experience show? 

 The growth in manufacturing in East Asian countries was primarily founded upon export-

oriented manufacturing. 

 They employed the surplus labour released by agriculture, thus raising wages and reducing 

poverty rapidly. This outcome came from a conscious, deliberately planned strategy (with Five 

Year Plans). The growing participation of East Asian countries in global value chains (GVCs) 

was a natural corollary to the industrial policy. 

 They had graduated beyond simple, manufactured consumer goods to more technology- and 

skill-intensive manufactures for export. 

 In contrast, India has been practically left out of GVCs. 

What does India's own IT success imply? 

 The government's role had been crucial in the success story of India’s IT industry. 

 The government invested in creating high-speed Internet connectivity for IT software parks. 

 This significantly enabled integration of the Indian IT industry into the U.S. market. 

 Also, the government allowed the IT industry to import duty-free both hardware and software. 

Moreover, the IT industry was able to function under the Shops and Establishment Act. So 

they were not subject to the 45 laws relating to labour and the regulatory burden these impose. 

Importantly, the IT sector had the benefit of low-cost, high-value human capital created by 

public investments earlier in technical education. 

 These concerted measures offer insights to the potential for industrial policy and the critical 

State's role in manufacturing growth in India. 

 The government has to replicate the approach now, suited to the manufacturing sector, with an 

industrial policy. 

 

INDIA TO DECIDE ON IRAN CRUDE IMPORTS AFTER POLLS  

Prelims: Economics (E9)  

Prelims Tag: Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), UNSC  

Mains: GS-III Technology, disaster management, environment, economic development 

(GS3A)  

Mains Tag: Fiscal deficit, Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)  

Why in News? 

 India will take a call on the purchase of Iranian energy after the general elections 
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Details: 

 Gulf after the U.S. waivers for supply of Iranian energy ended on May 2, prompting Tehran to 

declare that it would no longer be bound by the 2015 nuclear deal. 

 President Hassan Rouhani has announced that  Iran has given a 60-day timeline to the EU-3 

and other parties to the nuclear deal for restoring oil and banking channels.  

 As part of the JCPOA, Iran was required to sell its surplus enriched uranium abroad, rather 

than store it inside the country. 

What is Iran Nuclear Deal? 

 Formally known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), the nuclear deal was 

announced in 2015. The deal was signed between Iran and the P5+1 group (US, UK, France, 

Russia, China and Germany). It restricts Iran’s nuclear programme, in return for lifting most 

of the economic sanctions of against it. 

Key Provisions of the Nuclear deal: 

 Limits on uranium enrichment 

 Limits on number of nuclear centrifuges (centrifuge is a device used to enrich uranium) 

 Restrictions on plutonium enrichment- Stopping Iran from operating at Arak nuclear site 

which was used to make plutonium 

 The deal increased the breakout time to 1 year. 

US Withdrawal from Iran Deal  

 International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) confirmed that Iran is complying with its 

obligations under the Nuclear Deal, however USA has decided to withdraw from the deal citing 

the following reasons: 

1. The JCPOA fails to deal with the threat of Iran’s missile programme 

2. The deal does not include strong mechanisms for inspections and verification. 

3. Israel is also vehemently opposed the deal 

Reaction:  

 France, Germany, UK, China, Russia and European Union announced that they remain 

committed to the deal 

 Israel and Saudi Arabia have welcomed US decision 

 Iran announced that it remains committed to the deal but may resume uranium enrichment if 

the accord no longer offers benefits 
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ECONOMIC PRIORITIES FOR THE NEW GOVERNMENT 

Prelims: Economics (E9) 

Prelims Tag: NIL 

Mains: GS-III Economic development, Environment, Disaster Management (GS3A) 

Mains Tag: Nil 

Why in News: 

 With a new government taking office after the General Elections 2019, here is a look at the key 

economic priorities in the coming years. 

What is the current economic scenario? 

 The economic scenario of the country is considerably weak. 

 The GDP growth in the second half of 2018-19 had fallen to around 6.5%, below the trend 

growth rate of India (7%). 

 IIP contracted to a 21-month low of 0.1% in March, 2019 on the backdrop of weak investment 

and consumption demand. For the 2018-19 financial year as a whole, IIP growth stood at 3.6%, 

much lower than 4.4% recorded in previous financial year. 

 The automobile sector has been witnessing a subdued growth and the passenger car segment 

saw a decline of 16% in April 2019. 

 The FMCG (Fast-Moving Consumer Goods) sector has also been seeing a slowdown in volume 

growth. Consumption demand, which was the bulwark of the economy, has weakened and 

private investment is yet to show signs of a pickup. Evidently, the economy is going through a 

cyclical downturn. The slowing consumption and subdued growth in exports could keep 

India's growth rate under pressure in the near future. 

What should be the focus areas? 

 Speeding up the bad loan resolution process under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) 

is a key element in the growth revival process. In nearly 48% of the cases (or 548 Corporate 

Insolvency Resolution Processes-CIRPs), resolution could not be achieved within 180 days. 

 A total of 362 cases (around 30% of the ongoing CIRPs) surpassed the outer limit of 270 days 

set out in the IBC. Addressing this will boost capital, by freeing up resources for banks to lend 

further, improve credit availability and support growth. 

 Addressing liquidity issues of the Non-Banking Financial Companies sector is expected to be 

another priority. A number of NBFCs has put a stop to fresh loan disbursements while many 

are on the verge of defaulting on their repayments. 

 NBFCs account for a large part of credit disbursal in tier II and tier III towns. 
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 Notably, the crisis in the NBFC sector threatens to engulf the entire financial sector; its revival 

is critical for the economy. 

 The government is also expected to further step up capital infusion in public sector banks. 

 While infrastructure segment has seen a pick-up in credit demand over the last 1 year, credit 

growth for the industrial segment continues to remain weak. 

 Private sector investment needs to revive as it may provide the necessary boost to the 

economy. The government expenditure would require a commensurate growth in revenue 

collections. This is an area where the government struggled in the previous financial year. 

 Both direct tax revenue and GST revenue have fallen short of the revised budget estimates for 

2018-19 by at least Rs 1 lakh crore. 

 Going ahead, meeting the already declared direct tax targets for this financial year is going to 

be a tough task. 

 The focus could be more on boosting compliance, simplifying procedures and a move towards 

inclusion of some of the items that are currently out of GST’s ambit. 

 Labour reforms did not complete the course mapped out by the government in its first term. 

 The labour and employment ministry had drafted four labour codes: 

 Industrial Relations, wages, social security and welfare 

 occupational safety, health and working conditions 

 This was done by amalgamating, simplifying and rationalising the relevant provisions of the 

existing 44 central labour laws. However, none of it was enacted through the legislative route. 

 Along with implementing this, employment generation, especially of good quality and with 

decent wages, would be crucial in the coming years. 

 

TRUMP TO CHINA: TRADE DEAL NOW OR IT WILL BE ‘FAR WORSE’ 

AFTER 2020 

Prelims: Economics (E13) 

Prelims Tag: Trade War 

Mains: GS-III Technology, Economic Development, Bio diversity, Environment, Security and 

Disaster Management (GS3H) 

Mains Tag: Trade War between U.S and China  

Why in News: 

 Washington and Beijing are locked in a trade battle that has seen mounting tariffs, sparking 

fears the dispute will damage the global economy. 
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Background: / What is the issue? 

 The two biggest economies USA and china are engaged in a tariff war, which would disrupt 

world trade. 

What are recent moves of USA and China led trade wars ? 

 Tariffs, or customs duties, are border taxes charged on foreign imports by a country. 

 Recently US government slapped sweeping tariffs on imported Chinese goods worth $34 

billion, including aircraft parts, flat-screen televisions, and medical devices. 

 All these will now face a high 25% levy when imported into the US. 

 China responded with retaliatory tariffs of 25% on US goods worth an equivalent $34 billion, 

including soybean, automobiles, and marine products such as lobsters. 

 USA is also considering to impose levies on Chinese goods worth another $500 billion in the 

coming months. 

What are the reasons behind such moves? 

 USA’s Point - USA’s tariffs are aimed at penalising China for arm-twisting foreign businesses 

to hand over technology to Chinese firms in lieu of access to the Chinese market. The US has 

indicated this action is specifically aimed at protectionist measures by China, especially its 

“Made in China 2025” programme, an initiative to transform China into an advanced 

manufacturing powerhouse. 

 USA has also accused China of subsidising steel exports in a practice termed dumping selling a 

product at lower than the cost of production to gain market share. 

 China’s Point - Besides slapping retaliatory tariffs on US goods, the Chinese could leverage an 

anti-American sentiment among consumers to boycott US goods. 

 In 2012, Chinese nationalists boycotted Japanese cars and stores because of a territorial 

dispute, badly denting sales of Japanese goods. 

What will be the consequences of the trade war? 

 Last year, China had imported $130 billion in US goods, while the US bought goods worth 

$506 billion from China, So, the goods trade is weighed in favour of China. 

 US economy could actually suffer more than China’s, and that South Korea, Malaysia, Taiwan 

and Singapore are the economies most at risk in Asia based on trade openness and exposure to 

supply chains involving China.  After the latest series of tariff strikes by the US and China, 

world trade could be seriously disrupted as two-thirds of goods traded are linked to global 

value chains. There are also projections that almost two-thirds of US imports from China came 

in from companies with foreign capital and, based on foreign investment flows, the capital is 

likely to have come mostly from the US, Japan and South Korea. 
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What measures would be taken by China? 

 Chinese government has indicated earlier that it would appeal to the World Trade 

Organization’s Dispute Settlement Body.  

 If the appeal is admitted, trade analysts predict that China could have the upper hand, given 

the record of plaintiffs almost always ending up on the winning side. The retaliatory tariffs by 

China could potentially spark dissent and pressure from US domestic lobbies. 

What are the concerns before India? 

 India’s total exports have been faltering, down from $310.53 billion in FY15 to $262.29 billion 

in FY16, before recovering marginally to $276.55 billion in FY17. 

 Exports from India to the US under Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) have been 

consistently on the rise, bucking the broader declining trend in overall exports. 

 Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) is a preferential tariff system extended by developed 

countries to developing countries. 

 Out of the total GSP imports into the US under this programme, India has consistently 

accounted for a quarter of this. USA’s pointed attack on duty flow imports from India into the 

US has specifically targeted the GSP programme. 

 India has time and again raised concerns over negative impact of tightening of visa norms by 

the US on the Indian IT sector. 

 It has also asked America to continue extending duty-free access under the Generalized System 

of Preferences (GSP) to its products such as chemicals and engineering. 

 India also wants exemption from the hike in import duty on certain steel and aluminium 

items. 

 

INDIA REMOVED FROM USA’S CURRENCY MONITORING LIST 

Prelims: Economics (E13) 

Prelims: Nil 

Mains: GS- III Technology, Economic development and Environment (GS3A) 

Mains Tag: NIL 

Why in News: 

 The US removed India from its currency monitoring list of major trading partners, citing steps 

being taken by New Delhi that addressed some of the Donald Trump administration’s major 

concerns. 
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Background: 

 The watch list contains the names of countries that have potentially questionable foreign 

exchange policies and are suspected to be manipulating their currencies to gain trade 

advantages over the US. India was placed on watchlist in May 2018 along with China, Japan, 

Germany, Switzerland and South Korea.  

 Apart from India, Switzerland was dropped from the list. In its biannual foreign-exchange 

report to the Congress, the US Treasury Department added Ireland, Italy, Malaysia, Singapore 

and Vietnam to the list. 

 US trade department in its October Report highlight that India’s circumstances have shifted 

markedly, as the central bank’s net sales of foreign exchange over the first six months of 2018 

led net purchases over the four quarters through June 2018 to fall to USD 4 billion, or 0.2 per 

cent of the GDP. This led removal of India from currency watch list. 

What is Currency Manipulation: 

 The US Department of the Treasury publishes a semi-annual report in which the developments 

in global economic and exchange rate policies are reviewed.  

 If a US trade partner meets three assessment criteria, the US labels it a currency manipulator. 

The three pre-conditions for being named currency manipulator are: a trade surplus of over 

$20 billion with the US, a current account deficit surplus of 3% of the GDP, and persistent 

foreign exchange purchases of 2% plus of the GDP over 12 months.  

 A country can intentionally undervalue its currency by selling its own currency to drive down 

its value, making its exports cheaper and more competitive. 
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7. POLITY AND GOVERNANCE  

ASSAM NRC: SUPREME COURT FROWNS ON FOREIGNERS’ 

TRIBUNALS PLAN  

Prelims: Polity & Governance (P2) 

Prelims Tag: NRC, Assam 

Mains: Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice and International Relations (GS2K) 

Mains Tag: NRC, Assam  

Why in News: 

 The Supreme Court questioned a proposal by the Assam 

government to quickly throw open 1,000 foreigners’ 

tribunals all over the north-eastern State to try suspected 

illegal immigrants. 

Details: 

 A Bench led by Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi said it looked 

like the State government hatched the plan without bothering to conduct a “basic study” of 

how to carry it out. 

 A 1,000 tribunals means 1,000 judicial officers to preside over them.  

 The CJI hinted at the possible flood of petitions which would hit the foreigners’ tribunals once 

the final NRC was published.  

 These petitions would be from people who had not been able to prove their Indian citizenship.  

 The court, which is also examining the plight of 900-odd illegal immigrants languishing in 

Assam’s detention centres for years, said it was in favour of releasing them. 

What is National Register of Citizens (NRC)? 

 National Register of Citizens, 1951 is a register prepared after the conduct of the Census of 1951 

in respect of each village, showing the houses or holdings in a serial order and indicating 

against each house or holding the number and names of persons staying therein. 

Who is a citizen in Assam? 

 The Citizenship Act of 1955 was amended after the Assam Accord for all Indian-origin people 

who came from Bangladesh before January 1, 1966 to be deemed as citizens.  

 Those who came between January 1, 1966 and March 25, 1971 were eligible for citizenship after 

registering and living in the State for 10 years while those entering after March 25, 1971, were 

to be deported. 
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Impact: 

 An updated NRC is likely to put an end to speculations about the actual number of illegal 

migrants in Assam in particular and the country in general. It will provide a verified dataset to 

carry out meaningful debates and implement calibrated policy measures. Publication of an 

updated NRC is expected to deter future migrants from Bangladesh from entering Assam 

illegally.   

 The publication of the draft NRC has already created a perception that staying in Assam 

without valid documentation will attract detention/jail term and deportation. More 

importantly, illegal migrants may find it even more difficult to procure Indian identity 

documents and avail all the rights and benefits due to all Indian citizens. Inclusion of their 

names in the NRC will provide respite to all those Bengali speaking people in Assam who have 

been, hitherto, suspected as being Bangladeshis. 

Way Forward: 

 India, as a country which follows the ideology of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’, should not be 

hasty in taking decisions that can disenfranchise her citizens – contradicting its centuries-

followed values.  

 The need of the hour is that Union Government should clearly chart out the course of action 

regarding the fate of excluded people from final NRC data and political parties should refrain 

from coloring the entire NRC process through electoral prospects that may snowball in to 

communal violence.  

 There is a need for a robust mechanism of legal support for the four million who have to prove 

their citizenship to India with their limited means. 

 

MAMATA’S MORPHED PHOTO: SC PULLS UP BENGAL GOVT FOR BJP 

LEADER’S OVERNIGHT DETENTION  

Prelims: Polity and Governance (P2) 

Prelims Tag: Rights Issue 

Mains: GS -II Governance, Constitution, Social Justice and IR (GS2A) 

Mains Tag: Rights Issue 

Why in News? 

 The Supreme Court on Wednesday pulled up the West Bengal government for keeping BJP 

Yuva Morcha leader Priyanka Sharma behind bars overnight despite the court’s May 14 order 

to release her immediately on bail. 
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Details: 

 A Vacation Bench of Justices Indira Banerjee and Sanjiv Khanna even threatened contempt 

action against the State government. 

 Ms. Sharma was arrested by the State Police and sent to 14 days of custody for allegedly 

posting a morphed image of Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee on social media. 

 The arrest was “prima facie arbitrary” in the first place. On May 14, she was granted bail, the 

Vacation Bench asked her to apologies for the “meme”. 

 Ms. Sharma was released at half-past nine on Wednesday. The order was to release her 

immediately. 

Article 22: 

 Protection Against Arrest and Detention In Certain Cases 

1. No person who is arrested shall be detained in custody without being informed, as soon as may 

be, of the grounds for such arrest nor shall he be denied the right to consult, and to be 

defended by, a legal practitioner of his choice. 

2. Every person who is arrested and detained in custody shall be produced before the nearest 

magistrate within a period of twenty-four hours of such arrest excluding the time necessary for 

the journey from the place of arrest to court of the magistrate and no such person shall be 

detained in custody beyond the said period without the authority of a magistrate. 

Are the fundamental rights affected? 

Article 19: Protection of Certain Rights Regarding Freedom of Speech 

 Nothing  shall affect the operation of any existing law, or prevent the State from making any 

law, in so far as such law imposes reasonable restrictions on the exercise of the right conferred 

by the said sub-clause in the interests of the sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of 

the State, friendly relations with foreign States, public order, decency or morality, or in 

relation to contempt of court, defamation or incitement to an offeR. 

 

BREAKING NEW GROUND  

Prelims: Polity and Governance  

Tag: Rights Issue (P2) 

Mains: Social Empowerment (GS1I) 

Mains Tag: Recent Development 

Context: 

 The Madras High Court’s recent judgment is truly path-breaking for the LGBTQ community 
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 The judgment also opens doors to the larger LGBTQ community for availing civil rights 

including marriage, succession and inheritance. 

Path breaking decision: 

 The judgment quotes NALSA v. Union of India (2014), which held that transgender persons 

have the right to decide their “self-identified gender”. Now, when this is read along with the 

Supreme Court’s explicit reference to the American court’s guarantee of right to marry to 

homosexual couples.  This shows that there cannot be a legal bar any more to extending civil 

rights such as marriage, succession or inheritance to LGBTQ couples who have decided to 

get married consensually, have married in accordance with the existing laws and are not in 

violation of any other laws. 

The Hindu Marriage Act, 1955: 

 The main purpose of the act was to amend and codify the law relating to marriage among 

Hindus and others. Besides amending and codifying Sastrik Law, it introduced separation and 

divorce, which did not exist in Sastrik Law.  This enactment brought uniformity of law for all 

sections of Hindus.  In India there are religion-specific civil codes that separately govern 

adherents of certain other religions.  Present case, the Madurai Bench judgment, 

however, breaks new ground when it comes to the interpretation of the statutory terms found 

in the Hindu Marriage Act, especially that of bride (pertaining to women). 

 It states that the expression “bride” occurring in Section 5 of the Hindu Marriage Act cannot 

have a static or immutable meaning. As noted in Justice G.P. Singh’s Principles of Statutory 

Interpretation, the court is free to apply the current meaning of a statute to present-day 

conditions. 

Section 377: 

 Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code is a section of the Indian Penal Code introduced in 1864 

during the British rule of India.  It makes sexual activities “against the order of nature” illegal. 

On 6 September 2018, the Supreme Court of India ruled that the application of Section 377 to 

consensual homosexual sex between adults was unconstitutional, irrational, indefensible and 

manifestly arbitrary, but that Section 377 remains in force relating to sex with minors, non-

consensual sexual acts. At the preliminary hearings before the Supreme Court in Navtej Singh 

Johar, the Solicitor General, representing the Government of India, sought the curtailing of the 

scope of the case to that of the decriminalisation aspect or the constitutional validity of Section 

377 of Indian Penal Code, 1860 alone.  The Supreme Court, consequently, did not have an 

opportunity to examine the bundle of rights that were to naturally arise from the striking down 

of Section 377.  
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Conclusion: 

 The present judgment is truly path-breaking for the LGBTQ community, which is denied equal 

protection of laws with regard to civil rights. 

 

POWER SHIFT: ON TUSSLE BETWEEN PUDUCHERRY LT. GOVERNOR 

AND CHIEF MINISTER 

Prelims: Polity & Governance (P4) 

Prelims Tag: Lt. Governor 

Mains: Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice and International Relations (GS2B) 

Mains Tag: Lt. Governor 

Why in News: 

 Inspired by the ruling on Delhi, the Madras HC bats in favour of elected regime in Puducherry. 

Details: 

 The Madras High Court verdict that the Lieutenant Governor of 

Puducherry should not interfere in the day-to-day administration 

of the Union Territory is a serious setback to the incumbent 

Administrator 

 The court has laid down that “the decision taken by the Council of 

Ministers and the Chief Minister is binding on the Secretaries and 

other officials.” 

 The judgment is based mainly on the principles that were laid down in last year’s Constitution 

Bench decision on the conflict between the elected regime in the National Capital Territory 

(NCT) and its Lt. Governor. The five-judge Bench had ruled that the L-G has to either act on 

the ‘aid and advice’ of the Council of Ministers, or refer to the President for a decision any 

matter on which there is a difference with the Ministry, but has no independent decision-

making powers 

 The High Court also says the Administrator is bound by the ‘aid and advice’ clause in matters 

over which the Assembly is competent to enact laws 

 The Puducherry legislature is the creation of a parliamentary law, based on an enabling 

provision in Article 239A of the Constitution, whereas the NCT legislature has been created by 

the Constitution itself under Article 239AA.  In the event that the latest judgment is taken up 

on appeal, a key question may be how far the decision of the five-judge Bench on the limits of 

the Delhi L-G’s powers would indeed apply to Puducherry. 
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Article 239A: 

 Creation of local Legislatures or Council of Ministers or both for certain Union territories 

 Parliament may by law create for the Union territory of Pondicherry – 

 a body, whether elected or partly nominated and partly elected, to function as a Legislature for 

the Union territory, or a Council of Ministers, or both with such constitution, powers and 

functions, in each case, as may be specified in the law. 

Article 239AA:  

 Article 239AA of the Indian Constitution, enacted as per 69th Amendment Act of 191, confers 

special previsions for Delhi (National Capital Territory of Delhi). ... the union territory of delhi 

be called NCT (National Capital Territory) of Delhi, and will be under the Lieutenent 

Governor. 

 

JUDICIAL APPOINTMENT CONTROVERSY  

Prelims: Polity and Governance (P5) 

Prelims Tag: Appointment of Judges 

Mains: GS-II Governance, Polity, Social Justice and IR (GS2G) 

Mains Tag: Collegium System 

Why in News: 

 Supreme Court Collegium, led by Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi, recommended the 

names of two judges to the court and rejected the government’s disapproval of the elevation of 

two others. 

Background: 

 Collegium refused the government’s request to reconsider its April 12 recommendation to 

elevate Jharkhand High Court and Gauhati High Court Chief Justices Aniruddha Bose and A.S. 

Bopanna as Supreme Court judges. 

 The Collegium said their names were recommended after all parameters were considered. The 

Collegium said there was no reason to agree with the government as there was nothing adverse 

found in the two judges’ conduct, competence or integrity. Now, the government is bound to 

appoint Justices Bose and Bopanna to the court. 

What is the Collegium System? 

 The Collegium System is a system under which appointments/elevation of judges/lawyers to 

Supreme Court and transfers of judges of High Courts and Apex Court are decided by a forum 

of the Chief Justice of India and the four senior-most judges of the Supreme Court.’ 
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  There is no mention of the Collegium either in the original Constitution of India or in 

successive amendments. 

 The recommendations of the Collegium are binding on the Central Government; if the 

Collegium sends the names of the judges/lawyers to the government for the second time. 

How Collegium System Works? 

 The Collegium sends the recommendations of the names of lawyers or judges to the Central 

Government. Similarly, the Central Government also sends some of its proposed names to the 

Collegium. The Central Government does the fact checking and investigate the names and 

resends the file to the Collegium. Collegium considers the names or suggestions made by the 

Central Government and resends the file to the government for final approval. If the Collegium 

resends the same name again then the government has to give its assent to the names. But 

time limit is not fixed to reply. This is the reason that appointment of judges takes a long time. 

 

FOR A FULL BENCH: ON RECOMMENDATIONS FOR JUDICIAL 

APPOINTMENTS  

Prelims: Polity & Governance (P5) 

Prelims Tag: Judiciary 

Mains: Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice and International Relations (GS2E) 

Mains Tag: Judiciary  

Why in News: 

 The government and the Supreme Court collegiums disagree on recommendations for judicial 

appointments. 

Details: 

 The latest concerns Jharkhand High Court Chief Justice Aniruddha Bose and Gauhati High 

Court Chief Justice A.S. Bopanna, who were recommended for elevation to the Supreme 

Court.  The government had sought a reconsideration of the two names.  

 The collegium has now repeated its recommendations, emphasising that there is nothing 

adverse against the two judges in terms of their “conduct, competence and integrity” and that 

there is no reason to agree with the government. Under the present procedure, the government 

is now bound to accept the recommendation.  The Supreme Court is keen to fill up the current 

vacancies.  It has also recommended two more judges, Justice B.R. Gavai of the Bombay High 

Court and Chief Justice Surya Kant of the Himachal Pradesh High Court, for appointment to 

the apex court.  
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 If all these four recommendations go through, the court will have its full complement of 31 

judges. 

  The filling up of vacancies is a continuous and collaborative process involving the executive 

and the judiciary, and there cannot be a time frame for it. 

 It is time to think of a permanent, independent body to institutionalise the process. 

Collegium system 

 Collegium system in India is the system by which the judges are appointed by the judges only 

also referred to as “Judges- selecting- Judges”. 

 It is the system of appointment and transfer of judges that has evolved through judgments of 

the Supreme Court, and not by an Act of Parliament or by a provision of the Constitution. 

 The Supreme Court collegium is headed by the Chief Justice of India and comprises four other 

senior most judges of the court. A High Court collegium is led by its Chief Justice and four 

other senior most judges of that court. 

 Names recommended for appointment by a High Court collegium reaches the government 

only after approval by the CJI and the Supreme Court collegium. 

 The government is bound to appoint a person as a Supreme Court judge if the collegium 

reiterates its recommendation. 

 

KARNATAKA LAW ON SC/ST PROMOTION QUOTA UPHELD  

Prelims: Polity and Governance (P5) 

Prelims Tag: NIL 

Mains: GS-II Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice and IR (GS2N) 

Mains Tag: Nil 

why in news: 

 The Supreme Court upheld the constitutional validity of a 2018 Karnataka law, granting 

reservation in promotion and consequential seniority to the Scheduled Caste and Scheduled 

Tribe employees in the state. 

Background: 

 The Karnataka law grants reservation to non-IAS cadre government employees who belong to 

SC/ST communities. The issue dates back to 2002 when the Karnataka government had 

enacted a similar law that was later upheld by a constitutional bench in 2006. 

 However, it was challenged in 2011 and in 2017 the apex court had said it was necessary for the 

government to provide material that there was "compelling necessity" for exercise of such 

powers that eventually resulted in 3,799 SC/ST employees, promoted earlier, to be demoted.  

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/
http://www.iasgatewayy.com/
http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


www. Vetriiias.com / www.iasgatewayy.com 044-26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

      

 

                123 | P a g e  

 

www.iasgatewayy.com / vetriias.com www.iasgatewayy.com 

   

 

 The state government had constituted a committee under then chief secretary K.Ratna Prabha 

to study the backwardness of these communities. The Karnataka government took the 

ordinance route in August 2017 to circumvent an apex order in February earlier that year that 

struck down reservations on promotions to SCs/STs by the Karnataka government and had 

also set a deadline of three months to reverse the promotions. 

 Controversy: 

 In the Indira Sawhney case, the Supreme Court held that the “test or requirement of social and 

educational backwardness cannot be applied to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, who 

indubitably fall within the expression ‘backward class of citizens.” 

 

IN JOINT FAMILY, BROTHER-IN-LAW HAS LIABILITY TO PAY 

MAINTENANCE TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE VICTIM: SC  

Prelims: Polity & Governance P5 

Prelims Tag: Domestic Violence 

Mains: Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice and International relations (GS2E) 

Mains Tag: Domestic Violence  

Why in News: 

 Even the brother-in-law has a liability to pay 

maintenance to a victim under the Domestic 

Violence Act if they had lived together under the 

same roof in a shared household as part of a 

joint family at any point of time, the Supreme Court 

has held. 

Details: 

 The apex court Bench interpreted what the expression ‘domestic relationship’ means under the 

2005 Act. They held that the term meant a “relationship where two persons live or have lived 

together at any point of time in a shared household when they are related by consanguinity, 

marriage or through a relationship in the nature of marriage, adoption or are members living 

together as a joint family”.   

 The court further read the term “shared household” to include “such a household which may 

belong to the joint family of which the respondent is a member, irrespective of whether the 

respondent or the aggrieved person has any right, title or interest in the shared household”. 
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Domestic Violence Act: 

 While dowry related violence or cruelty has been covered in section 498-A of the Indian Penal 

Code, an additional law was enacted by the parliament as Protection of Women from Domestic 

Violence Act of 2005 to explicitly define domestic violence in addition to dowry-related cruelty 

and provide maintenance, shelter, or interim finances to a woman subjected to domestic 

violence or harassment by an adult male. 

 

OBC CATEGORIES COMMISSION RECEIVES 2-MONTH EXTENSION  

Prelims: Polity & Governance (P6) 

Prelims Tag: NCBC 

Mains: Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice and International Relations (GS2G) 

Mains Tag:  NCBC  

Why in News: 

 A commission appointed in 2017 to examine the sub-categorisation of the Other Backward 

Classes (OBC) has been given a two-month extension by President Ram Nath Kovind. 

Details:  

 The commission had been constituted to “examine the extent of inequitable distribution of 

benefits of reservation among the castes or communities included in the broad category of 

Other Backward Classes with reference to such classes included in the Central List. 

 The commission was meant to “work out the mechanism, criteria, norms and parameters in a 

scientific approach for sub-categorisation within such OBCs and to take up the exercise of 

identifying the respective castes or communities or sub-castes or synonyms in the Central List 

of OBCs and classifying them into their respective sub-categories” 

 The commission, was supposed to present its report to the President in 12 weeks from the time 

the chairperson assumed charge. 

 Since considerable time was taken up in obtaining the data and thereafter in analysing of the 

data, the tenure of the Commission has been extended. 

National Commission for Backward Classes 

 National Commission for Backward Classes is a Constitutional body set up through the 123rd 

constitutional amendment bill 2018 and 102nd amendment act under the provisions of Article 

338B of Indian Constitution.  

 The commission consists of one chairman and five Members with the term of three years. 
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 The National Commission for Backward Classes is vested with the responsibility of considering 

inclusions in and exclusions from lists of communities notified as backward for the purpose of 

job reservations.  

 The commission tenders the needful advice to the Central Government on the issues related to 

the backward classes and the commission has the powers of a civil court  

 The NCBC was given limited powers - only to recommend to the government inclusion or 

exclusion of a community in the central list of OBCs. 

  The power to hear complaints of the OBCs and protect their interests remained with the 

National Commission for Scheduled Castes. 

 

TALLY EVM-VVPAT SLIPS BEFORE FINAL COUNTING, OPPOSITION 

TELLS EC   

Prelims: Polity & Governance (P8) 

Prelims Tag: EVM, VVPAT 

Mains: Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice and International relations (GS2F) 

Mains Tag: EVM, VVPAT  

Why in News: 

 Twenty-two Opposition parties met the Election 

Commission (EC) demanding that tallying of the 

Voter Verified Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) slips in 

five polling booths in each Assembly segment with 

the electronic voting machines (EVMs) be done 

prior to the counting of votes. 

Details: 

 If any discrepancy is found anywhere in the 

VVPAT verification, hundred per cent counting of paper slips of VVPATs of all polling stations 

of that Assembly segment should be done, the parties demanded.  

 The EC, however, remained non-committal and told them that there would be a special 

meeting of the full Commission to examine the issue. 

Electronic voting machines (EVMs) 

 An EVM consists of a "control unit" and a “balloting unit". The control unit is with the Election 

Commission-appointed polling officer; the balloting unit is in the voting compartment into 

where voter casts her vote in secret. 
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 It runs on a single alkaline battery fitted in the control unit, and can even be used in areas that 

have no electricity. 

 They are manufactured by Electronics Corporation of India Limited (ECIL) and Bharat 

Electronics Limited (BEL). 

 VVPATs are an independent verification system designed to allow voters to verify that their 

votes were cast correctly, to detect possible election fraud/malfunction and to provide a means 

to audit the stored results in case of disputes. 

Voter Verified Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) 

  In VVPATs, a paper slip is generated bearing serial number, name and symbol of the 

candidate along with recording of vote in CU. The printed slip is visible (for 7 seconds) in a 

viewing window attached to BU in voting compartment. 

 In Subramaniam Swamy vs ECI (2013), SC said VVPAT is necessary for transparency in voting 

and must be implemented by ECI. 

 

ONLY A MARGINAL CHANGE IN NOTA VOTE PERCENTAGE  

Prelims: Polity and Governance (P8) 

Prelims tag: Nota 

Mains: GS-II Governance, Social Justice and IR (GS2E) 

Mains Tag: NIL 

Why in News: 

 The percentage of votes for NOTA, or the none-of-the-above option, this year has remained 

virtually unchanged from last time, according to data from the Election Commission (EC) 

website. 

background: 

 In 2019, about 1.04% of the voters felt that none of the candidates deserved their vote. In the 

2014 Lok Sabha election, this was around 1.08% of the voters. 

 The 2019 Lok Sabha elections stretched over six weeks and registered the highest voter turnout 

in the history of the Lok Sabha election. 

NOTA: 

 None of The Above (NOTA) is a ballot option designed to allow the voter to indicate 

disapproval of all of the candidates in a voting system. 

 It was introduced in India following the 2013 Supreme Court directive in the People’s Union 

for Civil Liberties v. Union of India judgment. 
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 However, NOTA in India does not provide for a ‘right to reject’. 

 The candidate with the maximum votes wins the election irrespective of the number of NOTA 

votes polled. 

What is the current pattern of NOTA? 

 NOTA polling figures are still small. 

 In the 2013 Assembly elections held in four States NOTA constituted 1.85% of the total votes 

polled. 

 Then it dropped to 0.95% in the 2014 Assembly elections held in eight States. 

 It increased to 2.02% in the 2015 Assembly elections held in Delhi and Bihar. While Delhi 

polled a mere 0.40%, Bihar saw 2.49% of NOTA votes, which remains the highest NOTA votes 

polled so far in any State in Assembly elections. 

 The number of NOTA votes polled was larger than the winning margin in 261 Assembly 

constituencies and in 24 constituencies in the Lok Sabha elections since 2013. 

 Therefore, in these constituencies the NOTA votes did make a difference to the election results. 

Reserved constituencies - Reserved constituencies have seen a relatively larger number of 

NOTA votes. This point to the continued social prejudice against political reservation for 

SC/STs. Left-Wing Areas - Constituencies affected by left-wing extremism have also recorded 

higher NOTA performance and here probably it served as an instrument of protest against the 

State itself. 

 Mainstream Parties - It is comparatively higher in the constituencies which have seen a direct 

contest between the Congress and the Bharatiya Janata Party. This might be some indication 

of the people’s disenchantment with two mainstream political parties. 

 NOTA is also used to express their protest against many things they perceive wrong in the 

political system. 

What is the way ahead? 

 So far, a small number of Indian voters have come to see NOTA as an instrument of protest. 

The perceived cynicism of Indian voters against the political class thus seems exaggerated. 

Nevertheless, it is important to note that these voters have used the democratic means of 

NOTA to express their resentment rather than boycotting the polls outright. This electoral 

option will become a meaningful means of negative voting only if it becomes a ‘right to reject’ 

rather than being a symbolic instrument to express resentment as it is now. 
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RECORDING DISSENTING OPINION IN EC  

Prelims: Polity and Governance (P8) 

Prelims Tag: Nil 

Mains: GS-II Governance, Social justice and IR (GS2E) 

Mains Tag: Nil 

Why in News? 

 The Election Commission has decided by majority that dissenting opinions in Model Code of 

Conduct (MCC) disputes will not be made part of any final order. 

 What was the dispute? 

 Election Commissioner Ashok Lavasa had given dissenting opinion in at least four cases. 

 These related to cases where the ECI (2:1 majority) did not find any violation in the speeches of 

PM Narendra Modi and BJP chief Amit Shah. 

 Election Commissioner Ashok Lavasa had written thrice to the Chief Election Commissioner 

Sunil Arora in this regard. He had conveyed his decision to stay away from proceedings related 

to the MCC if the dissenting views were not incorporated in the orders. 

 With ECI's recent decision, the dissenting opinions will only be included in internal files, as 

per previous practice. 

What does the law say? 

 Article 324 of the Constitution vests the superintendence, direction and control of elections in 

an Election Commission of India. It consists of the Chief Election Commissioner and such 

number of other Election Commissioners, if any, as the President may from time to time fix. 

 At present the Election Commission is a multi-member body, with a Chief Election 

Commissioner and two other members. The law requires the multi-member EC to transact 

business unanimously as far as possible. 

 All three Commissioners now have equal decision-making powers. 

What is the procedure in case of dissent? 

 Where there is a difference of opinion, decision is taken by majority. 

 All opinions carry equal weight, which means the CEC can be overruled by the two ECs. 

 If some difference of opinion persists even after oral deliberations and discussions, such 

dissent is recorded in the file. 

 In normal practice, while communicating the decision of the Commission in executive matters, 

the majority view is conveyed to the parties concerned. 

 The dissent remains recorded in the file. 
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 In case dissent is to be recorded in a case of judicative nature, the dissenting member may like 

to record a separate opinion/order. 

 However, despite the existence of the provision to take decisions by majority since 1993, very 

rarely has dissent been recorded. 

 When a matter is deliberated upon by the 3 Commissioners, they normally agree to a common 

course of action. 

 This does not, however, mean that there is no disagreement between the Commissioners. 

Is the rejection of the demand justified? 

 The recent rejection of the demand of Mr. Lavasa on recording dissenting opinions in the 

orders may be technically and legally right. 

 However, there was indeed a strong case for acceding to his demand. 

 This is especially true at least in regard to complaints against high functionaries such as the 

Prime Minister. The EC has been widely criticised for giving a series of ‘clean chits’ to the PM.  

 This was despite some questionable remarks that appeared to solicit votes in the name of the 

armed forces. Added to the dispute was the unexplained delay of several weeks in disposing of 

complaints against Mr. Modi. It is in this context that Mr. Lavasa’s dissenting opinion may 

have been relevant enough to merit inclusion in the EC’s orders. 

 People are entitled to know whether or not the poll panel’s key decisions are unanimous. 

 In the present case, Mr. Lavasa has taken up the issue through as many as three letters. 

 So it is reasonable to infer that there is some basis for his grievance. 

 The onus on EC to maintain a level-playing field and enforce the election code is quite high, 

especially when its credibility is under question. 

 It would be unfortunate if the majority in the EC were to be afraid of any public reaction that 

may result from disclosure of a split opinion. 
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