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1. Consider the following statements:  

1. The Reserve Bank of India manages and 

services Government of India Securities 

but not any State Government Securities. 

2. Treasury bills are issued by the 

Government of India and there are no 

treasury bills issued by the statement 

Governments. 

3. Treasury bills offer are issued at a discount 

from the par value. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The Reserve Bank of India manages and 

services both the Government of India 

Securities and State Government 

Securities.  

 So, statement 1 is incorrect. 

 

2. Consider the following statements regarding 

Index of Industrial Production (IIP): 

1. It is compiled and published by the Central 

Statistical Organisation (CSO) under the 

Ministry of Commerce. 

2. Among the Eight core industries, 

Petroleum and refinery occupies the 

highest weightage in IIP. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 It is compiled and published monthly by the 

Central Statistical Organisation (CSO), 

Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation six weeks after the 

reference month ends, i.e a lag of six 

weeks. So, statement 1 is incorrect. 

 The eight Core Industries in decreasing 

order of their weightage in the IIP are as: 

Refinery Products> Electricity> Steel> 

Coal> Crude Oil> Natural Gas> Cement> 

Fertilizers. So, statement 2 is correct. 

 

3. Fully Accessible Route, recently in News is: 

(a) Border sharing agreement between India 

and Bangladesh 

(b) Access to PDS system for Myanmar 

Refugees 

(c) Trade sharing agreement between India 

and Nepal 

(d) A separate channel called to enable non-

residents to invest in specified 

Government Securities. 

Answer: d) 
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Explanation: 

 In the Union Budget, it has been announced 

that certain specified categories of 

government securities would be opened 

fully for non-resident investors without any 

restrictions. 

 As a follow up of the announcement, the 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 

introduced a separate channel called “Fully 

Accessible Route (FAR)” to enable non-

residents to invest in specified Government 

of India dated securities. 

 

4. With reference to the Fresh Start Scheme, 2020 

which of the statement(s) given below is/are 

correct? 

1. The “Companies Fresh Start Scheme, 

2020” was introduced by the Ministry of 

Corporate Affairs to provide relief to law 

abiding companies and Limited Liability 

Partnerships (LLPs) in the wake of COVID 

19. 

2. It also reduces the related financial burden 

on them, especially for those with long 

standing defaults, thereby giving them an 

opportunity to make a “fresh start”. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Ministry of Corporate Affairs introduces 

the “Companies Fresh Start Scheme, 2020” 

and revised the “LLP Settlement Scheme, 

2020” to provide relief to law abiding 

companies and Limited Liability 

Partnerships (LLPs) in the wake of COVID 

19. So, statement 1 is correct. 

 These schemes incentivise compliance and 

reduce compliance burden during the 

unprecedented public health situation 

caused by COVID-19. 

 The schemes provide a one-time waiver of 

additional filing fees for delayed filings by 

the companies or LLPs with the Registrar 

of Companies during the currency of the 

Schemes, i.e. during the period starting 

from 1stApril, 2020 and ending on 30th 

September, 2020. 

 They also significantly reduce the related 

financial burden on them, especially for 

those with long standing defaults, thereby 

giving them an opportunity to make a 

“fresh start”. So, statement 2 is correct. 

 Both the Schemes also contain provision 

for giving immunity from penal 

proceedings, including against imposition 

of penalties for late submissions. 

 They also provide additional time for filing 

appeals before the concerned Regional 

Directors against imposition of penalties, if 

already imposed. 
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5. Cauvery River was recently seen in news. 

Which of the following are the tributaries of 

the Cauvery River? 

1. Amravati  

2. Bhavani  

3. Hemavati  

4. Kabini 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Cauvery is a sacred river of southern India. 

It rises in the Brahmagiri range of the 

Western Ghats and falls in the Bay of 

Bengal south of Cuddalore, in Tamil Nadu. 

 It forms the sacred islands of Srirangapatna 

and Shivanasamudra and Shivanasamudra 

falls and also a wide delta. 

 Total Length of the river is about 760 km. 

 Its main tributaries are Amravati, Bhavani, 

Hemavati, Kabini, Shimsha, and 

Lakshmana Tirtha. 

 Its basin drains parts of Karnataka, Kerala 

and Tamil Nadu. 

 

6. With reference to Acute Encephalitis 

Syndrome (AES), consider the following: 

1. It is a severe case of encephalitis 

transmitted by mosquitoes. 

2. It most commonly affects children and 

young adults. 

3. Its Symptoms include confusion, 

disorientation and inability to talk. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About AES: 

 It is a basket term used for referring to 

hospitals, children with clinical 

neurological manifestation that includes 

mental confusion, disorientation, 

convulsion, delirium, or coma. 

 It is a severe case of encephalitis 

transmitted by mosquitoes and is 

characterized by high fever and 

inflammation of the brain. 

 It is coined by the World Health 

Organisation (WHO) in 2006, to signify a 

group of diseases which seem similar to 

one another but are difficult to differentiate 

in the chaotic environment of an outbreak. 

 It most commonly affects children and 

young adults and can lead to considerable 

morbidity and mortality.  

 Its Symptoms include confusion, 

disorientation, coma, or inability to talk, 
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high fever, vomiting, nausea, and 

unconsciousness. 

 The National Vector Borne Disease 

Control Programme in India has set up 

countrywide surveillance for AES through 

sentinel sites with a focus on detecting 

Japanese encephalitis (JEV).  

About Cause of the disease: 

 It is considered a very complex disease as 

it can be caused by various agents including 

bacteria, fungi, virus and many other 

agents. 

 Viruses are the main causative agents in 

AES cases, although other sources such as 

bacteria, fungi, parasites, spirochetes, 

chemicals, toxins, and noninfectious agents 

have also been reported over the past few 

decades. It is not vaccine-preventable. 

 It is mostly caused by Japanese encephalitis 

virus (JEV)  (ranging from 5%-35%) and, 

Nipah virus, Zika virus, Influenza A virus, 

West Nile virus, Chandipura virus, mumps, 

measles, dengue, scrub typhus, 

S.pneumoniae are also found as causative 

agents for AES. 
 

7. In context to Stranded in India Portal, consider 

the following: 

1. It aims to act as a support network for 

foreign tourists stuck in various parts of the 

country. 

2. It also provides information around state-

based/regional tourism support 

infrastructure. 

3. It provides information around COVID-19 

and their helpline numbers. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above  

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About ‘Stranded in India’ Portal: 

 It aims to act as a support network for 

foreign tourists stuck in various parts of the 

country. 

 It provides Comprehensive information 

around COVID-19 helpline numbers or 

call-centers that the foreign tourists can 

reach out to for help. 

 It gives variety of information around the 

Ministry of External Affairs control centers 

along with their contact information. 

 It also provides information around state-

based/regional tourism support 

infrastructure. 

 Its Help Support section to extend help to 

the ones in need of further information and 

connect foreign tourists to concerned 

authorities. 

 Its website will be featured on the Tourism 

Website and prominent Ministry of 

Tourism channels.  
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8. Consider the following statements regarding 

‘Kisan Vikas Patra (KVP)’ 

1.  KVP is a saving certificate scheme which 

was first launched in 1988. 

2.  It is considered a part of the National Small 

Savings Fund. 

3.  KVP does not offer any income tax 

benefits to the investor. 

Which of the above statements is/ are correct? 

(a)  1 and 2 only 

(b)  2 and 3 only 

(c)  1 and 3 only 

(d)  1, 2 and 3. 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

Kisan Vikas Patra (KVP): 

 KVP is a saving certificate scheme which 

was first launched in 1988 by India Post 

wherein invested money doubled during 

the maturity period. 

 It was discontinued in 2011 and later 

reintroduced in 2014.It is considered a part 

of the National Small Savings Fund. 

 KVP certificates are available in the 

denominations of Rs 1000, Rs 5000, Rs 

10000 and Rs 50000. 

 The minimum amount that can be invested 

is Rs 1000. However, there is no upper 

limit on the purchase of KVPs. 

 KVP does not offer any income tax benefits 

to the investor. 

 Premature encashment of the KVP 

certificate is not permissible. The 

certificates can only be encashed in event 

of the death of the holder or forfeiture by a 

pledge or on the order of the courts. 

Recently in the News: 

 Owing to the economic challenges posed 

by COVID-19, interest rate for Kisan Vikas 

Patra reduced from 7.6% to 6.9%. The 

KVP will mature in 124 months instead of 

113 months earlier. 

 

9. Consider the following statements regarding 

the ‘Sun Radio Interferometer Space 

Experiment (SunRISE) mission’: 

1.  It is a mission undertaken by the Japanese 

Space Agency - JAXA, to study how the 

sun creates Giant Solar Particle Storms. 

2. The findings would help safeguard 

astronauts from solar storms while they 

travel to Mars or the Moon.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a)  1 only 

(b)  2 only 

(c)  Both 1 and 2 

(d)  Neither 1 or 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

SunRISE Mission: 

 Recently, NASA announced the Sun Radio 

Interferometer Space Experiment 

(SunRISE) mission.  

 NASA has awarded $62.6 million to 

design, build and launch SunRISE no 

earlier than July 1, 2023. 
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 The mission will look into how Sun 

generates and releases the giant weather 

storms, known as the solar particle storms, 

into space. 

 The mission will help in greater 

understanding of the solar system.  

 The findings would help safeguard 

astronauts from solar storms while they 

travel to Mars or the Moon. 

About the Mission: 

 SunRISE contains six CubeSats which will 

work together as a large radio telescope. 

 Together, these will simultaneously 

observe radio images of low-frequency 

emission from solar activity and share them 

via NASA’s Deep Space Network. 

 This would be used to create 3D maps to 

locate the origin place of a solar particle 

storm on the Sun and how they evolve as 

they expand outward into space.  

 This, in turn, will help determine what 

initiates and accelerates these giant jets of 

radiation.  

 The six individual spacecraft will also work 

together to map, for the first time, the 

pattern of magnetic field lines reaching 

from the Sun out into interplanetary space. 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Which of the following statements regarding 

the ‘Office of the Principal Scientific Adviser’ 

is NOT correct? 

(a)  The Office of the Principal Scientific 

Adviser to the Government of India 

(PSA’s Office) has been set-up by the 

Prime Minister’s Office (PMO). 

(b) It functions as the Secretariat to the 

Scientific Advisory Committee to the 

Cabinet, with the Principal Scientific 

Adviser to the Government of India as its 

Chairman. 

(c) India has had a Principal Scientific 

Adviser (PSA) since 1999 

(d) Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam was the first 

PSA. 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

Office of the Principal Scientific Adviser: 

 The Office of the Principal Scientific 

Adviser to the Government of India (PSA’s 

Office) was set-up in November 1999 by 

the Cabinet Secretariat, primarily, to : 

 Evolve policies, strategies and missions 

for the generation of innovations and 

support systems for multiple 

applications, 

 Generate science and technology tasks 

in critical infrastructure, economic and 

social sectors in partnership with 

Government departments, institutions 

and industry, and 
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 Function as the Secretariat to the 

Scientific Advisory Committee to the 

Cabinet, with the Principal Scientific 

Adviser to the Government of India as 

its Chairman. 

 India has had a Principal Scientific Adviser 

(PSA) since 1999. 

 Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam was the first PSA 

from 1999—2001 
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1. Mutual Evaluation Report is released by: 

1. World Economic Forum 

2. Organization for Islamic Cooperation 

3. Financial Action Task Force 

4. OECD 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Mutual Evaluation Report is released 

Financial Action Task Force.  

 The report is about FATF, which conducts 

peer reviews of each member on an 

ongoing basis to assess levels of 

implementation of the FATF 

Recommendations, providing an in-depth 

description and analysis of each country’s 

system for preventing criminal abuse of the 

financial system. 

 

2. Indian Knowledge Hub (IKH) is an initiative 

of: 

(a) NITI Aayog 

(b) Ministry of HRD 

(c) Department of S & T 

(d) Ministry of Electronics and Tele- 

communications 

Answer: a) 

Explanation:  

 NITI Aayog has created the India 

Knowledge Hub (IKH), a dynamic web 

portal, functioning as a repository to store 

and disseminate best practices from across 

the country. 

 Reflecting the spirit of cooperative 

federalism, the NITI Aayog launched the 

India Knowledge Hub so that districts, 

States, Central ministries and other 

government institutions can exchange 

knowledge on real-time basis and replicate 

practices that have worked in other areas.    

 The portal serves as a dynamic sharing 

platform in which the key functionaries can 

directly upload best practices for 

replication in other regions. 

 

3. Which of the following are correctly Matched: 

Committee Head  Purpose 

1. Injetti Srinivas      -   Corporate  

               Social Responsibility 

2. Akhilesh Ranjan     -   Direct taxes 

3. Subash chandra Garg - Crypto- currency 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 All the above options are correctly 

matched. 
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4. With reference to the Orphan Disease, consider 

the following statements: 

1. An Orphan disease is a health condition of 

low prevalence that affects a small number 

of people compared with other prevalent 

diseases in the general population. 

2. There is no universally accepted definition 

of rare diseases and the definitions usually 

vary across different countries. 

Which of the statement(s) given below is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 A rare disease is a health condition of low 

prevalence that affects a small number of 

people compared with other prevalent 

diseases in the general population. 

 There is no universally accepted definition 

of rare diseases and the definitions usually 

vary across different countries. So, both the 

statements are correct. 

 Though rare diseases are of low prevalence 

and individually rare, collectively they 

affect a considerable proportion of the 

population. 

 80% of rare diseases are genetic in origin 

and hence disproportionately impact 

children. 

 In India there are 56-72 million people 

affected by rare diseases. 

 There is also a demand for the 

reformulation of National Policy for 

Treatment of Rare Diseases, 2017. 

5. Which of the Indian states/UTs share 

international border with China? 

1. Sikkim 

2. Arunachal Pradesh 

3. Assam 

4. Jammu & Kashmir 

5. Ladakh 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 5 only 

(c) 1, 2, 4 and 5 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3, and 4 only 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 India shares 3488 km of border with 

China that runs along the states of 

Himachal Pradesh, Sikkim, 

Uttarakhand, Arunachal Pradesh 

and the Union Territories of Ladakh 

too. 

 After the bifurcation of Jammu & 

Kashmir and Ladakh, China now 

shares its border only with Ladakh. 
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6. With reference to Ways and Means Advance 

scheme, consider the following: 

1. It was introduced to meet mismatches in the 

receipts and payments of the government. 

2. Its limits are decided by the government 

and RBI mutually and revised periodically.  

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 About Ways and Means Advance scheme 

 It was introduced in 1997 to meet 

mismatches in the receipts and payments of 

the government. 

 The government can avail of immediate 

cash from the RBI, if required. But it has to 

return the amount within 90 days. Interest 

is charged at the existing repo rate. 

 If exceeds 90 days, it would be treated as 

an overdraft (the interest rate on overdrafts 

is 2 percentage points more than the repo 

rate). 

 Its limits are decided by the government 

and RBI mutually and revised periodically. 

A higher limit provides the government 

flexibility to raise funds from RBI without 

borrowing them from the market. 

 There are two types of Ways and Means 

Advances, Special WMA and Normal 

WMA 

 Special WMA or Special Drawing Facility 

is provided against the collateral of the 

government securities held by the state. 

After the state has exhausted the limit of 

SDF, it gets normal WMA. The interest rate 

for SDF is one percentage point less than 

the repo rate. 

 The loans Normal WMA is based on a 

three-year average of actual revenue and 

capital expenditure of the state. 

About Exchange Traded Fund: 

 It is a basket of securities that trade on an 

exchange, just like a stock. 

 It reflects the composition of an Index, like 

BSE Sensex. Its trading value is based on 

the Net Asset Value (NAV) of the 

underlying stocks (such as shares) that it 

represents. 

 It shares prices fluctuate all day as it is 

bought and sold. This is different from 

mutual funds that only trade once a day 

after the market closes. 

 It can own hundreds or thousands of stocks 

across various industries, or it could be 

isolated to one particular industry or sector. 
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7. In context to South China Sea, consider the 

following: 

1. It is connected by Taiwan Strait with the 

East China Sea and Philippine Sea. 

2. Its bordering states are Brunei, Malaysia, 

Indonesia, Singapore and Vietnam. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 and 2  

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

About South China Sea: 

 It is an arm of western Pacific Ocean in 

Southeast Asia. 

 It is south of China, east & south of 

Vietnam, west of the Philippines and north 

of the island of Borneo. 

 Its bordering states & territories (clockwise 

from north): The People’s Republic of 

China, the Republic of China (Taiwan), the 

Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei, Indonesia, 

Singapore and Vietnam. 

 It is connected by Taiwan Strait with the 

East China Sea and by Luzon Strait with 

the Philippine Sea. 

 It contains numerous shoals, reefs, atolls 

and islands. The Paracel Islands, the 

Spratly Islands and the Scarborough Shoal 

are the most important. 

 This sea holds tremendous strategic 

importance for its location as it is the 

connecting link between the Indian Ocean 

and the Pacific Ocean. (Strait of Malacca) 

 

8. Consider the following statements 

1.  Chaukhandi Stupa is an ancient Buddhist 

site in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh. 

2. The octagonal tower on top is a Mughal 

monument built in 1588 to commemorate 

Humanyu’s visit to this place.  

3. It has been referred to as 'Isipatana' 

denoting the place where holy men fell to 

Earth. 

Which of the above statements is/ are NOT 

correct? 

(a)  1 and 2 only 

(b)  2 and 3 only 

(c)  1 and 3 only 

(d)  1, 2 and 3. 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

Chaukhandi Stupa 

  It is an ancient Buddhist site in Sarnath 

(Uttar Pradesh), with a lofty brick structure 

crowned with an octagonal tower.  

 Originally stupa is said to be built by 

Emperor Ashoka.  

 The octagonal tower on top is a Mughal 

monument built in 1588 to commemorate 

Humanyu’s visit to this place.  
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 Sarnath had been referred to as 'Mrigadava' 

meaning 'deer park' and 'Isipatana' denoting 

the place where holy men fell to earth. 

 

9. Consider the following statements regarding 

Counter Cyclical Capital buffer (CCyB) 

1.  Counter Cyclical Capital buffer is the 

capital to be kept by a bank to meet 

business cycle related risks.  

2.  CCyB is an important theme of the Basel 

III norms 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a)  1 only 

(b)  2 only 

(c)  Both 1 and 2 

(d)  Neither 1 or 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

CCyB:  

 Counter Cyclical Capital buffer is the 

capital to be kept by a bank to meet 

business cycle related risks.  

 It is aimed to protect the banking sector 

against losses from changes in economic 

conditions. 

 Banks may face difficulties in phases like 

recession when the loan amount doesn’t 

return. To meet such situations, banks 

should have their own additional capital.  

 This is an important theme of the Basel III 

norms 

 

 

10. Recently, the ‘MANAV: Human Atlas 

Initiative’ was seen in the news. It is related to 

(a) Defence Research and Development 

Organisation (DRDO) 

(b)  India Meteorological Department (IMD) 

(c)  NITI Aayog 

(d)  Department of Biotechnology (DBT) 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

MANAV: Human Atlas Initiative 

 The initiative has been launched by 

Department of Biotechnology (DBT)  

 MANAV Project aims to create an open 

and interactive atlas of human biology, 

compiling, curating and synthesizing data 

at the molecular, cellular, tissue and 

organismic level from scientific literature 

and public databases.  

 For the first time, Indian scientists will be 

mapping every single tissue of the human 

body to have a deeper understanding of the 

roles of tissues and cells linked to various 

diseases.  

 Participating institutes include National 

Centre for Cell Science (NCCS) and Indian 

Institute of Science, Education and 

Research (IISER), Pune.  

 Besides, Persistent Systems Limited has 

co-funded the project (alongwith DBT) and 

is developing the platform.  

 The project can be signed up by students 

who are in their final year graduation and 

above.  
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 Even participants having a science 

background but not necessarily involved in 

active scientific research can be part of this 

network.  

 It will be helpful in Physiological and 

molecular mapping, Drug discovery, 

customized and personalized medicine, 

Skill development of student community 

and Future research.  

 It will help to understand and capture the 

human physiology in two stages – in a 

normal stage and while in a disease stage.  

 Such a database on individual tissues will 

be helpful in tracing the causes of a disease, 

understanding specific pathways etc.   
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1. “Operation Sanjeevani”, Recently in news is 

related to: 

(a) Indian medical assistance to Maldives  

(b) Project of Ayush ministry to provide 

ayurvedic medicines to primary school 

students 

(c) Biodiversity conservation program in 

North- East Himalayan Mountains 

(d) Digitalisation of traditional Medicinal 

Values 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 India has recently supplied 6.2 tonnes of 

essential medicines to Maldives, under 

Operation named “Sanjeevani” as 

assistance in the fight against COVID 19. 
 

2. Agasthyavanam Biological Park is located in 

the state of: 

(a) Arunachal Pradesh 

(b) Tamil Nadu 

(c) Kerala 

(d) Karnataka 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Agasthyavanam Biological Park is a 

wildlife sanctuary in Kerala which has 

been established in the year 1997. 

 It is contiguous to Neyyar Wildlife 

Sanctuary and Peppara Wildlife 

Sanctuary. 

 The park has been named after the 

Agasthyamalai Agasthyakoodam Peak, 

which is very closer to the park. 

3. MACS – 4028, recently in news is: 

(a) Biofortified Wheat 

(b) Ayurvedic Pesticide 

(c) Rifles imported by India from russia 

(d) None of the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, scientists from Agharkar 

Research Institute (ARI), Pune, have 

developed a bio-fortified durum wheat 

variety MACS 4028. 

 ARI Pune is an autonomous institute under 

the Department of Science & Technology, 

Government of India. 

 

4. Government recently introduced Geo-fencing 

feature to monitor the quarantine violators 

during the COVID-19 Lockdown. With 

reference to geo-fencing consider the 

following statements: 

1. Geo-fencing is a location-based service in 

which an app or other software uses GPS, 

or cellular data to trigger when a mobile 

device enters or exits a virtual boundary set 

up around a geographical location. 

2. The States should seek the approval of their 

Home Secretaries under the provisions of 

Section 5(2) of the Indian Telegraph Act, 

1885, for the monitoring of specified 

mobile phone numbers. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 
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(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Geo-fencing is a location-based service in 

which an app or other software uses GPS, 

RFID, Wi-Fi or cellular data to trigger a 

pre-programmed action when a mobile 

device or RFID tag enters or exits a virtual 

boundary set up around a geographical 

location. So, statement 1 is correct. 

 The Centre is using powers under the 

Indian Telegraph Act to “fetch 

information” from telecom companies 

every 15 minutes to track COVID-19 cases 

across the country. 

 The government has tested an application 

that triggers e-mails and SMS alerts to an 

authorised government agency if a person 

has jumped quarantine or escaped from 

isolation, based on the person’s mobile 

phone’s cell tower location. The “geo-

fencing” is accurate by up to 300 m. 

 The location information is received 

periodically over a secure network for the 

authorised cases with “due protection of the 

data received”. 

 The States have been asked to seek the 

approval of their Home Secretaries under 

the provisions of Section 5(2) of the Indian 

Telegraph Act, 1885, for the specified 

mobile phone numbers to request the DoT 

to provide information by email or SMS in 

case of violation of “geo-fencing”. So, 

statement 2 is correct. 

 

5. In the Context to the Domicile rule of the J&K, 

who are considered as the domicile of the UT? 

1. Anyone who has resided for a period of 

fifteen years in the UT of J&K. 

2. Anyone has studied for a period of seven 

years and appeared in class 10th/12th 

examination in an educational institution 

located in the UT of J&K. 

3. Those registered as migrants and their 

children. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Anyone “who has resided for a period of 

fifteen years in the UT of J&K”. 

 Or has studied for a period of seven years 

and appeared in class 10th/12th 

examination in an educational institution 

located in the UT of J&K. 

 Or those registered as migrants and their 

children. 

 Or the children of those central government 

officials, All India service officials, 
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Officials of Public sector undertaking, 

autonomous body of central government, 

public sector banks, officials of statuary 

bodies officials of central universities and 

recognized research institutes of central 

government who have served in J&K for a 

period of ten years. 

 Or children of residents of J&K who reside 

outside the Union Territory in connection 

with employment or business or for other 

professional or vocational reasons, but 

whose parents fulfil any of the conditions 

provided in the latest gazette notification 

will also be entitled to domicile status. 

 The entire above mentioned are the 

domicile of the UT. 

 

6. In context to Patriot air defence missiles 

(MIM-104), consider the following: 

1. It is equipped with a track-via-missile 

(TVM) guidance system. 

2. It has a range of 70km and a maximum 

altitude greater than 24km.  

3. It is a long-range, all-altitude, all-weather 

air defence system  

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

 

Explanation: 

About Patriot air defence missiles (MIM-

104): 

 It is a long-range, all-altitude, all-weather 

air defence system to counter tactical 

ballistic missiles, cruise missiles and  

advanced aircraft. It is equipped with a 

track-via-missile (TVM) guidance system. 

 It has a range of 70km and a maximum 

altitude greater than 24km.  

 Its flight time is less than nine seconds and 

the maximum is three and a half minutes. 

 

7. Consider the following, with regard to 

AarogyaSetu app: 

1. It uses Bluetooth and GPS of a smart phone 

to inform the user if he is in a radius of 6 

feet from a COVID-19 infected person.  

2. It asks for name, gender, profession, travel 

history and profession, which shared only 

to Government of India according to the 

terms and conditions of the application. 

Which of the statements given are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

About AarogyaSetu App: 

 It uses Bluetooth and GPS of a smart phone 

to inform the user if he is in a radius of 6 

feet from a COVID-19 infected person.  
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 It also provides information about the best 

practices and advisories regarding 

containment of the virus. 

 It is available in 11 languages. In order to 

keep the application running, one has to 

keep their GPS and Bluetooth ON always.  

 It asks for name, gender, profession, travel 

history and profession. The data extracted 

are to be shared only to Government of 

India according to the terms and conditions 

of the application. 

 It will help the Government take necessary 

timely steps for assessing risk of spread of 

COVID-19 infection, and ensuring 

isolation where required.  

 

8. Consider the following statements 

1. The International Energy Agency (IEA) is 

an autonomous organisation which works 

to ensure reliable, affordable and clean 

energy. 

2. India became a member of the International 

Energy Agency in 2017. 

3. A candidate country to the IEA must be a 

member country of the OECD.  

Which of the above statements is/ are correct? 

(a)  1 and 2 only 

(b)  2 and 3 only 

(c)  1 and 3 only 

(d)  1, 2 and 3. 

Answer: c) 

 

 

Explanation: 

 The International Energy Agency (IEA) is 

an autonomous organisation which works 

to ensure reliable, affordable and clean 

energy. 

 It was established in the wake of 1973 (set 

up in 1974) oil crisis after the OPEC cartel 

had shocked the world with a steep increase 

in oil prices. 

 It is headquartered in Paris, France 

 The IEA has four main areas of focus, i.e. 

4Es: 

 Energy security, 

 Economic development, 

 Environmental awareness and 

 Engagement worldwide. 

 India became an associate member of the 

International Energy Agency in 2017. 

 Mexico officially became the International 

Energy Agency’s 30th member country in 

February 2018, and its first member in 

Latin America. 

 A candidate country to the IEA must be a 

member country of the OECD. 

 

9. Consider the following statements regarding 

National Agriculture Market (eNAM) 

1. National Agriculture Market (eNAM) is a 

pan-India electronic trading portal which 

networks the existing APMC mandis to 

create a unified national market for 

agricultural commodities. 
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2. Department of Agriculture, Cooperation 

and Farmers Welfare is the lead agency for 

implementing eNAM. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a)  1 only 

(b)  2 only 

(c)  Both 1 and 2 

(d)  Neither 1 or 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

e-NAM: 

 e-NAM was launched on 14 April 2016 as 

a pan-India electronic trade portal linking 

APMCs across the States.  

 Already 585 mandis in 16 States and 02 

Union Territories have been integrated on 

e-NAM portal. 

 Small Farmers Agribusiness Consortium 

(SFAC) is the lead agency for 

implementing eNAM under the aegis of 

Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ 

Welfare, Government of India. 

 

10. Which of the following countries is NOT a part 

of OPEC? 

(a) Iraq  

(b) Kuwait  

(c) Azerbaijan 

(d) Venezuela 

 Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The Organization of the Petroleum 

Exporting Countries (OPEC)  

 It was founded in Baghdad, Iraq, with the 

signing of an agreement in September 1960 

by five countries namely Islamic Republic 

of Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and 

Venezuela. 

 It is a permanent, intergovernmental 

organization. 

 Currently, the Organization has a total of 

13 Member Countries - including Libya, 

the United Arab Emirates, Algeria, Nigeria, 

Gabon, Angola, Equatorial Guinea and 

Congo. 

 OPEC’s objective is to coordinate and 

unify petroleum policies among Member 

Countries, in order to secure fair and stable 

prices for petroleum producers; an 

efficient, economic and regular supply of 

petroleum to consuming nations; and a fair 

return on capital to those investing in the 

industry. 

 It is headquartered in Vienna, Austria. 

 OPEC membership is open to any country 

that is a substantial exporter of oil and 

which shares the ideals of the organization. 
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1. ‘Diksha Mobile App’, sometimes seen in news 

is referred to 

(a) bring the people of India together in a 

resolute fight against COVID-19 

(b) providing a digital platform to teachers  to 

learn and train themselves and connect with 

the teacher community 

(c) E-portal for coal auction and its resource 

allocation 

(d) An initiative by the Andhra Pradesh 

Government to ensure women safety in 

public places. 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Digital Infrastructure for Knowledge 

Sharing (DIKSHA) mobile app has been 

offered to States as a platform to provide 

content in local languages. 

 Diksha Portal was launched by the Ministry 

of Human Resource Development 

(MHRD) in 2017 for providing a digital 

platform to teachers giving them an 

opportunity to learn and train themselves 

and connect with the teacher community. 

 It is built considering the whole teacher's 

life cycle - from the time student teachers 

enroll in Teacher Education Institutes 

(TEIs) to after they retire as teachers. 

 States, government bodies and even private 

organisations, can integrate DIKSHA into 

their respective teacher initiatives based on 

their goals, needs and capabilities. 

 It also provides access to NCERT 

textbooks and lessons, following the 

regular school curriculum. 

 

2. With respect to Financial Action Task Force, 

which of the statements given below are 

correct? 

1. The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is 

an inter-governmental body established by 

the initiative of the G20 countries. 

2. Initially it was established to examine and 

develop measures to combat money 

laundering only. 

3. It also efforts to counter the financing of 

proliferation of weapons of mass 

destruction. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is 

an inter-governmental body established in 

1989 on the initiative of the G7. So, 

statement 1 is not correct. 

 It is a “policy-making body” which works 

to generate the necessary political will to 

bring about national legislative and 

regulatory reforms in various areas. 

 The FATF Secretariat is housed at the 

OECD headquarters in Paris. 

 Initially it was established to examine and 

develop measures to combat money 

laundering. So, statement 2 is correct. 

 In October 2001, the FATF expanded its 

mandate to incorporate efforts to combat 
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terrorist financing, in addition to money 

laundering. 

 In April 2012, it added efforts to counter 

the financing of proliferation of weapons of 

mass destruction. So, statement 3 is correct. 

 The FATF currently comprises 37 member 

jurisdictions and 2 regional organisations, 

representing most major financial centres 

in all parts of the globe. It also has 

observers and associate members. 

 To set standards and promote effective 

implementation of legal, regulatory and 

operational measures for combating money 

laundering, terrorist financing and other 

related threats to the integrity of the 

international financial system. 

 

3. Which of the following reports released by 

United Nations Conference on Trade and 

Development (UNCTAD)? 

1. World Investment Report 

2. The Least Developed Countries Report 

3. Information and Economy Report 

4. Technology and Innovation Report 

Select the correct answer using the codes given 

below? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 About United Nations Conference on 

Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 

 It was established in 1964 to promote 

development-friendly integration of 

developing countries into the world 

economy. 

 It is a permanent intergovernmental body 

headquartered at Geneva in Switzerland. 

 The reports published by it are Trade and 

Development Report, World Investment 

Report, The Least Developed Countries 

Report, Information and Economy Report, 

Technology and Innovation Report, 

Commodities and Development Report 

 

4. With reference to GRACE- FO mission, 

consider the following: 

1. It is a partnership between ISRO and the 

German Research Centre for Geosciences 

(GFZ). 

2. It the work on tracking Earth’s water 

movement to monitor changes in 

underground water storage, soil moisture 

and ice sheets and glaciers. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

About GRACE- FO Mission: 

 It is a partnership between NASA and the 

German Research Centre for Geosciences 

(GFZ). 
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 It is a successor to the original GRACE 

mission, which began orbiting Earth. The 

GRACE missions measure variations in 

gravity over Earth’s surface, producing a 

new map of the gravity field every 30 days. 

 It will continue the work of tracking Earth’s 

water movement to monitor changes in 

underground water storage, the amount of 

water in large lakes and rivers, soil 

moisture, ice sheets and glaciers, and sea 

level caused by the addition of water to the 

ocean. 

 These discoveries provide a unique view of 

Earth’s climate and have far-reaching 

benefits to society and the world’s 

population. 

 About the global maps produced by 

GRACE-FO mission 

 Its global maps are derived with data 

available from NASA and German 

Research Center for Geosciences’ 

 It provides the satellite-based observations 

of changes in water distribution were 

integrated with other data within a 

computer model that simulated water and 

energy cycles. 

 It also produces other outputs, such as the 

time-varying maps of the distribution of 

water at three depths Surface soil moisture, 

root zone soil moisture (roughly the top 

three feet of soil) and shallow groundwater. 

 Its map has a resolution of up to 8.5 miles, 

providing continuous data on moisture and 

groundwater conditions across the 

landscape. 

 

 

Significance of the Data: 

 The data available through this project 

would fill existing gaps in understanding 

the full picture of wet and dry conditions 

that can lead to drought. 

 It is absolutely a critical tool to helping us 

address and offset some of the impacts 

anticipated, whether it is from population 

growth, climate change or just increased 

water consumption in general. 

 It would also help in managing the 

selection of appropriate agricultural crops 

and predicting yields. 

 

5. Consider the following statements related to 

‘National Disaster Response Fund’: 

1. NDRF is located under the “Public 

Accounts” of Government of India 

2. Comptroller and Auditor General of India 

(CAG) audits the accounts of NDRF 

3. The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) 

monitors relief activities for calamities 

associated with drought, hailstorms, pest 

attacks and cold waves /frost. 

Which of the above statements is/ are correct? 

(a)  1 and 2 only 

(b)  2 and 3 only 

(c)  1 and 3 only 

(d)  1, 2 and 3. 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 National Disaster Response Fund is 

defined in Section 46 of the Disaster 

Management Act, 2005 (DM Act). 
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 It is defined as a fund managed by the 

Central Government for meeting the 

expenses for emergency response, relief 

and rehabilitation due to any threatening 

disaster situation or disaster.  

 NDRF is constituted to supplement the 

funds of the State Disaster Response Funds 

(SDRF) of the states to facilitate immediate 

relief in case of calamities of a severe 

nature. 

 Located in the “Public Accounts” of 

Government of India under “Reserve 

Funds not bearing interest“. 

Monitoring:  

 Department of Agriculture and 

Cooperation under Ministry of Agriculture 

(MoA) monitors relief activities for 

calamities associated with drought, 

hailstorms, pest attacks and cold wave 

/frost  

 While the rest of the natural calamities are 

monitored by the Ministry of Home Affairs 

(MHA). 

 Comptroller and Auditor General of India 

(CAG) audits the accounts of NDRF. 

 

6. Consider the following statements regarding 

‘National Cadet Corps (NCC)’ 

1. The NCC operates under the Ministry of 

Defence and it is the largest uniformed 

youth organisation of the country. 

2. ‘Exercise NCC Yogdan’ is related to the 

training of NCC cadets for promotion of 

AYUSH among the youth.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

 

(a)  1 only 

(b)  2 only 

(c)  Both 1 and 2 

(d)  Neither 1 or 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The National Cadet Corps (NCC) launched 

“Exercise NCC Yogdan” to offer a helping 

hand to the authorities fighting against 

COVID-19. 

The tasks envisaged for NCC cadets 

Include: 

 manning of helpline or call centres,  

 distribution of relief materials, medicines, 

food and essential commodities,  

 community assistance, data management 

and queue and traffic management 

Guidelines: 

 cadets should not be employed in handling 

law and order situations or for active 

military duties or at hot spots.  

 Only Senior Division volunteer cadets 

above 18 years of age will be employed.  

 They should be employed in small cohesive 

groups of eight to 20 under the supervision 

of Permanent Instructor Staff or and an 

Associate NCC Officer. 

NCC: 

 The NCC, which operates under the 

Ministry of Defence is the largest 

uniformed youth organisation of the 

country  

 It has been engaged in conducting various 

social service and community development 

Activities.  
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7. Recently, the term ‘Metabolomics’ was seen in 

the news. It is related to 

1. Integration of metadata in cloud computing 

2. Conversion of organic waste in to inorganic 

wastes 

3. Use of biological agents to destroy 

particular species 

4. Biomarker discovery in bio-fluids and 

tissues 

Answer: d) 

Explanation:

 

 Metabolomics (or metabolite profiling), is 

a new field of study used for biomarker 

discovery in bio-fluids and tissues. 

 Metabolomics is widely used for detecting 

disease and predicting drug response and 

toxicity 

 In general, metabolomics is the study of 

metabolites - that are within cells, 

biofluids, tissues or organisms.  

 Collectively, these small molecules and 

their interactions within a biological 

system are known as the metabolome. 

 

8. Aarogya Setu, recently in news is: 

(a) An app launched to reduce burden of 

Taxpayers 

(b) A project of Health ministry to reduce 

burden of Non- Communicable diseases. 

(c) E-platform to track health of female 

children 

(d) None of the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Aarogya Setu: It is an app launched by the 

Ministry of Electronics and Information 

Technology. The app will help people in 

identifying the risk of getting affected by 

the CoronaVirus. 

 

9. Consider the following pairs: 

Wildlife     Naturally found Region 

1. Jerdon Courser -   Eastern Ghats 

2. Nilgiri Tahr  -   Western Ghats 

3. Northern river Terrapin - Sunderbans 

4. Snow Leopard -   Himalayas 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1, 2, 3 only  

(b) 2, 3, 4 only 

(c) 1, 2, 4 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 All the given pairs are correctly matched. 

 

10. Which of the following factors can increase the 

Zoonosis Emergence: 

1. Deforestation 

2. Anti – Microbial Resistance 

3. Illegal Wildlife Trade 

4. Intensified Agriculture Production 
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5. Invasive Species 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1, 3, 4 only  

(b) 1, 2, 3, 4 only 

(c) 2, 3, 5 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 All the above factors can contribute to the 

increase in Zoonosis Emergence. 
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1. Consider the following 

1.  Kalbaisakhi 

2.  Cherry blossoms 

3.  Mango showers 

Which among the following is/are associated 

with the hot weather season in India? 

(a)  1 and 2 only 

(b)  2 and 3 only 

(c)  1 and 3 only 

(d)  1, 2 and 3. 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Local storms associated with Hot Weather 

Season in India: 

Nor Westers:  

 These are dreaded evening thunderstorms 

in Bengal and Assam.  

 Their notorious nature can be understood 

from the local nomenclature of 

‘Kalbaisakhi’, a calamity of the month of 

Baisakh. 

 These showers are useful for tea, jute and 

rice cultivation. In Assam, these storms are 

known as “Bardoli Chheerha”. 

Mango Shower:  

 Towards the end of summer, there are pre-

monsoon showers which are a common 

phenomena in Kerala and coastal areas of 

Karnataka.  

 Locally, they are known as mango showers 

since they help in the early ripening of 

Mangoes. 

 

Blossom Shower:  

 With this shower, coffee flowers blossom 

in Kerala and nearby areas. 

 

2. Consider the following statements regarding 

Colonial Architectures: 

1. British followed various architectural 

styles including the Gothic, Imperial, 

Christian, English Renaissance and 

Victorian being the essentials. 

2. Sir Herbert Baker was responsible for the 

overall plan of Delhi and constructed India 

Gate and Rashtrapati Bhawan.   

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a)  1 only 

(b)  2 only 

(c)  Both 1 and 2 

(d)  Neither 1 or 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

Colonial Architecture - BRITISH: 

 British followed various architectural 

styles – Gothic, Imperial, Christian, 

English Renaissance and Victorian being 

the essentials. 

 New Delhi - systematically planned city 

after made capital in 1911  

 Sir Edward Lutyens was responsible for the 

overall plan of Delhi and constructed India 

Gate and Rashtrapati Bhawan.  

 Herbert Baker added South Block and 

North Block, which flank the Rashtrapati 

Bhawan.  
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 An Englishman called Robert Tor Tussell 

built Connaught Place. 

 

3. Recently, the ‘Lifeline Udan’ was seen in the 

news. With respect to ‘Lifeline Udan’, which 

of the following statements is NOT correct? 

(a)  Lifeline Udan is a government initiative 

for air transport of medical cargo and 

essential supplies across India at the time of 

the Covid-19 crisis. 

(b)  Special focus has been on the North East 

Region (NER), island territories and the 

hill states. 

(c)  A portal for coordinating Lifeline Udan 

flights was developed by National 

Informatics Centre (NIC) and Indian Air 

Force. 

(d)  The initiative is limited to domestic cargo 

air-bridges between different states. 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Lifeline Udan is a government initiative for 

air transport of medical cargo and essential 

supplies across India at the time of the 

Covid-19 crisis. 

 In the international front, the Ministry of 

Civil Aviation and Air India have been 

working closely with China to establish a 

cargo air-bridge between the two countries 

for the transfer of critical medical supplies.  

 The first cargo flight between India and 

China was operated by Air India on April 

4, carrying 21 tons of critical medical 

supplies from China. 

 Special focus has been on the North East 

Region (NER), island territories and the 

hill states.  

 MoCA, Air India and IAF have 

collaborated closely for last-mile deliveries 

to Ladakh, Dimapur, Imphal, Guwahati and 

Port Blair. 

 A portal for coordinating Lifeline Udan 

flights was developed by National 

Informatics Centre (NIC) and the Civil 

Aviation Ministry. 

 

4. With respect to the Detention Laws, which of 

the statement(s) given below is/are correct? 

1. In general the person arrested has to be 

informed for the cause he has been arrested, 

but in the case of the National Security Act, 

the person can be held up to ten days 

without being informed of the reason. 

2. Article 22(1) of the Constitution allows the 

detainee to seek legal advice from a legal 

practitioner, but under the NSA, he is not 

allowed for a lawyer during the period. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 
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Explanation: 

 Typically, if a person is arrested, then 

he/she enjoy certain rights bestowed by the 

Indian Constitution. The person has to be 

informed of the reason for the arrest. Under 

Section 50 of the Criminal Procedure Code 

(CrPC), the person arrested has to be 

informed. 

 However, in the case of the NSA, the 

person can be held up to ten days without 

being informed of the reason. 

 Sections 56 and 76 of the same penal code 

guarantee the detained person to be 

produced before a court within 24 hours. 

Apart from this, Article 22(1) of the 

Constitution allows the detainee to seek 

legal advice from a legal practitioner. 

However, under the NSA, none of these 

above mentioned basic rights is permitted 

to the suspect. 

 So both the statements are correct. 

 

5. In the context to the epidemic curve, consider 

the following statements: 

1. On the curve, Y axis and X axis represent 

case numbers and time, respectively.  

2. A normal epidemic curve is bell-shaped, in 

the first phase, a peak in second phase and 

a declining slope in the third phase.  

3. The area under the curve represents the 

total number of cases. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 On the curve, Y axis and X axis represent 

case numbers and time, respectively.  

 A normal epidemic curve is bell-shaped, 

with an early ascending slope (first phase), 

a peak (second phase) and a declining slope 

(third phase).  

 The area under the curve represents the 

total number of cases. India is now in the 

first phase of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 So, all the three statements are correct. 

 

 

6. Consider the following, with reference to 

Round Tripping? 

1. It refers to money that leaves the country 

though various channels and makes its way 

back into the country often as foreign 

investment. 

2. It used for Tax concessions allowed in the 

foreign country encourages individuals to 

park money there and then reroute in to the 

country. 
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Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

About Round Tripping: 

 It refers to money that leaves the country 

though various channels and makes its way 

back into the country often as foreign 

investment. This mostly involves black 

money and is allegedly often used for stock 

price manipulation. 

 It is often done through a series of 

transactions that don’t have any substantial 

commercial purposes, which makes it fall 

within the trappings of GAAR. 

 It mainly used for Tax concessions allowed 

in the foreign country encourages 

individuals to park money there and then 

reroute in to the country. 

 The money returns to India by investing in 

offshore funds that in turn invest in Indian 

assets. 

 Some of the other routes that have been 

used in the past are The Global Depository 

Receipts (GDR) and Participatory Notes 

(P-Notes). 

 

 

 

7. In context to Bacillus Calmette-Guerin (BCG) 

vaccination, consider the following? 

1. It is a vaccine primarily used against 

tuberculosis (TB) and Yellow fever. 

2. It contains live but weakened strain of 

tuberculosis bacteria. 

3. one dose is recommended to babies close to 

the time of birth. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 It is a vaccine primarily used against 

tuberculosis (TB). 

 It’s one dose is recommended to babies as 

close to the time of birth as possible, in 

countries where TB or leprosy is common. 

 In areas where tuberculosis is not common, 

only children at high risk are typically 

immunized, while suspected cases of 

tuberculosis are individually tested for and 

treated. 

 It contains a live but weakened strain of 

tuberculosis bacteria that provokes the 

body to develop antibodies to attack TB 

bacteria. This is called an adaptive immune 

response. 

 Most vaccines create an adaptive immune 

response to a single pathogen. It may also 
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boost the innate immune system, first-line 

defences that keep a variety of pathogens 

from entering the body or from establishing 

an infection. 

 In countries that have deployed the BCG-

tuberculosis vaccine in their immunisation 

programmes have seen fewer deaths from 

COVID-19. 

 It is premature for India, that has had a 

consistent TB vaccination policy since 

1968, to take comfort from the study. 

 

8. Consider the following statements regarding 

ports in India: 

1. Kandla port is handling highest amount of 

cargo in India. 

2. Tamil nadu has the maximum number of 

Ports. 

3. Kolkata Haldia is the only riverine port in 

India. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 All the given statements are true. 

 

 

9. Consider the following statements regarding 

Oil market in the world: 

1. U.S.A is the largest oil producing country 

in the world. 

2. China and India are the top two oil 

importing countries in the world. 

3. India is the fourth largest LNG importer in 

the world. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 2 only  

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 U.S.A is the largest oil producing country 

in the world. It accounts for almost 18% of 

total oil production in the world. 

 China and U.S.A are the two top most oil 

importers in the world. India stands third. 

 

10. Which of the following are sexually 

Transmitted Diseases: 

1. HIV and AIDS 

2. Syphilis 

3. Hepatitis B 

4. Zika 

5. Chlamydia 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1,2,4,5 only  

(b) 1,2,5 only 
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(c) 1,3,4 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 All the diseases given are sexually 

transmittable.  
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1. Consider the following statements: 

1. Article 32 is a fundamental right which 

empowers the Supreme Court to issue 

direction, order, and writs whereas Article 

226 is the constitutional right which 

empowers High court to issue a direction, 

order, and writs. 

2. High Courts are not allowed to issue writs 

to any government, authority or person 

outside their territorial jurisdiction on any 

matters concerned. 

Which of the statement(s) given below is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Article 32 is a fundamental right which 

empowers the Supreme Court to issue 

direction, order, and writs. Article 226 is 

the constitutional right which empowers 

High court to issue a direction, order, and 

writs for enforcement of fundamental 

rights and other legal rights. So, statement 

1 is correct. 

 High Courts are allowed to issue writs to 

any government, authority or person 

outside their territorial jurisdiction if the 

whole or part of the cause of action arises 

in their concerned state. So, statement 2 is 

not correct. 

2. With respect to the MPLADS, which of the 

statements given below are not correct? 

1. Under the scheme, Funds are released in 

the form of grants in-aid directly to the MPs 

of that particular constituency. 

2. The liability of funds not released in a 

particular year is carried forward to the 

subsequent years, subject to eligibility. 

3. The district authorities can recommend any 

development measures which the MPs 

implement the development works. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Funds are released in the form of grants in-

aid directly to the district authorities. So, 

statement 1 is not correct. 

 The funds released under the scheme are 

non-lapsable. 

 The liability of funds not released in a 

particular year is carried forward to the 

subsequent years, subject to eligibility. So, 

statement 2 is correct. 

 The MPs have a recommendatory role 

under the scheme. They recommend their 

choice of works to the concerned district 

authorities who implement these works by 

following the established procedures of the 
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concerned state government. So, statement 

3 is not correct. 

 The district authority is empowered to 

examine the eligibility of works sanction 

funds and select the implementing 

agencies, prioritise works, supervise 

overall execution, and monitor the scheme 

at the ground level. 

 

3. With reference to Cytokine Storm, consider the 

following: 

1. It can occur due to an infection, auto-

immune condition, or other diseases.  

2. It is an immune reaction that can occur 

during other infectious and non-infectious 

diseases as well. 

3. Its symptoms include high fever, 

inflammation (redness and swelling), 

severe fatigue, and nausea.  

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Cytokine Storm: 

 It is an overproduction of immune cells and 

their activating compounds (cytokines), 

which, in a flu infection, is often associated 

with a surge of activated immune cells into 

the lungs.  

 It resulting in lung inflammation and fluid 

build-up can lead to respiratory distress and 

can be contaminated by a secondary 

bacterial pneumonia — often enhancing 

the mortality in patients. 

 It can occur due to an infection, auto-

immune condition, or other diseases.  

 Its symptoms include high fever, 

inflammation (redness and swelling), 

severe fatigue, and nausea.  

 It is not exclusive to coronavirus patients. 

It is an immune reaction that can occur 

during other infectious and non-infectious 

diseases as well. 

About the role of cytokines in the immune 

system: 

 It signals proteins that are released by cells 

at local high concentrations, which is 

characterised by the overproduction of 

immune cells and the cytokines themselves 

because of a dysregulation in the process.  

 The severe immune reaction, leading to the 

secretion of too many cytokines in the 

bloodstream, can be harmful since an 

excess of immune cells can attack healthy 

tissue as well. 

About the functions of immune system: 

 It protects us from bacteria, viruses, and 

parasites by removing them from our 

systems. 

 It gets activated by things that the body 

does not recognise as its own. These hings 
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are called antigens, and include bacteria, 

fungi and viruses. 

 It response involves inflammation, an 

important and indispensable part of the 

process. 

 Its Inflammation has an important 

protective function. The release of 

inflammatory mediators increases the 

blood flow to the area, which allows larger 

numbers of immune system cells to be 

carried to the injured tissue, thereby aiding 

the repairing process. 

 If this inflammatory response is not 

regulated, a ‘cytokine storm’ can be 

triggered. 

 Impact a COVID-19 patient: In the case of 

any flu infection, a cytokine storm is 

associated with a surge of activated 

immune cells into the lungs, which, instead 

of fighting off the antigen, leads to lung 

inflammation and fluid build-up, and 

respiratory distress. 

 

4. In context to Artemis Base camp, consider the 

following: 

1. It is European Space Agency next mission 

to the Moon. 

2. Its objective is to measure what happens 

when the Sun’s radiation hits our rocky 

moon. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

About Artemis Base Camp: 

 It is NASA’s next mission to the Moon. 

 Its objective is to measure what happens 

when the Sun’s radiation hits our rocky 

moon, where there is no magnetic field to 

protect it. It is meant to be a long-term 

foothold for lunar exploration, perhaps in 

Shackleton Crater at the moon’s south pole. 

 It could host four astronauts at the south 

pole for visits of perhaps a week. 

 It would also require infrastructure for 

power, waste disposal and 

communications, as well as radiation 

shielding and a landing pad. 

 It could also be a site for testing new 

techniques for dealing with pesky lunar 

dust and the long, cold lunar nights, turning 

local materials into resources like water, 

and developing new power and 

construction technologies. 

 Artemis is defined as Acceleration, 

Reconnection, Turbulence and 

Electrodynamics of Moon’s Interaction 

with the Sun. It was the twin sister of 

Apollo and goddess of the Moon in Greek 

Mythology.  
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5. With reference to 'Nipah virus', consider the 

following statements: 

1. Nipah virus is a zoonotic RNA virus.  

2. Nipah virus can be transmitted directly 

from human-to-human 

3. Insectivorous Bats are the natural hosts of 

this virus. 

Which of the above statements is/ are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b)  2 and 3 only 

(c)  1 and 3 only 

(d)  1, 2 and 3. 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Nipah virus is a zoonotic virus and a type 

of RNA virus in the genus Henipavirus.  

 It can both spread between people and from 

other animals to people. It is transmitted 

from animals to humans.  

 Human infections range from 

asymptomatic infection, acute respiratory 

infection (mild, severe), and fatal 

encephalitis.  

 Nipah virus can be transmitted to humans 

from animals (bats, pigs), and can also be 

transmitted directly from human-to-human 

 Fruit Bats are the natural hosts of this virus. 

Fruit bats, as opposed to insectivorous bats, 

survive largely on a diet of fruit, which they 

locate with their sense of smell.  

 Fruit bats are widely found in South and 

Southeast Asia and are also known as 

flying foxes.  

 The virus survives in the bat’s body without 

causing disease, allowing it to jump to 

susceptible mammals like humans or pigs 

when bats come in contact with them.  

 

6. With reference to Medical Oxygen, consider 

the following statements: 

1. It is included in the National List of 

Essential Medicines (NLEM). 

2. It contains 91.8% of pure oxygen. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a)  1 only 

(b)  2 only 

(c)  Both 1 and 2 

(d)  Neither 1 or 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

Medical Oxygen: 

 Medical Oxygen is included in the national 

list of essential medicines and also in the 

WHO list of essential medicines.  

 Medical Oxygen is pure oxygen. It contains 

99.5% of pure oxygen.  

 Generally, the air we breathe contains 21% 

of oxygen. 

National List of Essential Medicines: 

 The National List of Essential Medicines is 

a model of the WHO List of Essential 

Medicines.  

 The essential medicines are those 

medicines that satisfy the priority health 

needs of the population.  
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 Tanzania was the first country in the world 

to compose a list of Essential Medicines in 

1970.  

 The WHO published essential medicines in 

1977.  

 According to WHO, the national list of 

essential medicines of a country depends 

on the country’s disease burden.  

 The first NLEM of India was released in 

1996. 

 

7. Recently, the term ‘Force Majeure’ was seen in 

the news. Which of the following statements 

regarding ‘Force Majeure’ is NOT correct? 

1. In General, Force majeure events include 

an Act of God or natural disasters, war or 

war-like situations and pandemics. 

2. It has been mentioned in the Indian 

Contract Act, 1972  

3. At present, the clause of ‘Force Majeure’ 

will not apply in case of COVID-19 death 

claims. 

4. None of the above  

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

What is force majeure? 

 Typically, force majeure events include an 

Act of God or natural disasters, war or war-

like situations, labour unrest or strikes, 

epidemics, pandemics, etc. 

 Force Majeure is a French phrase. It is 

embodied under Indian Contract Act, 1972 

under Sections 32 and Sections 56.  

Recently in the News:  

 Recently, the Life Insurance Council has 

announced that the clause of ‘Force 

Majeure’ will not apply in case of COVID-

19 death claims. 

 A force majeure in a contract can now be 

used to argue that the contract cannot be 

completed in time due to the spread of 

COVID-19.  

 This will give rise to financial losses as 

projects will be delayed legally, some 

projects might end up in disputes.  

 Bottom line, if a contractor has used the 

force majeure clause, he might use the 

clause in his favour citing COVID-19 as an 

excuse. This will end up in financial losses.  

 On the other hand, if the contract does not 

have a Force Majeure clause, the affected 

party may claim relief under Section 56 of 

Indian Contract Act. Therefore, many 

companies are cancelling Force Majeure in 

COVID-19 cases.  

 

8. Which of the following cities comes under the 

UNESCO’s creative cities network? 

1. Mumbai 

2. Kolkatta 

3. Chennai 

4. Delhi 

5. Jaipur 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 
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(a) 1, 3, 5only  

(b) 1, 2, 3 only 

(c) 2, 3, 4 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The cities that are under the UNESCO’s 

creative cities network are as Mumbai, 

Hyderabad, Chennai, Varanasi, Jaipur. 

 

9. Financial Secrecy Index is released by: 

(a) World Competitiveness Centre 

(b) Competition Commission of India 

(c) NITI Aayog and Nasscom 

(d) Tax Justice Network 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Financial Secrecy Index was released by 

the Tax Justice Network (TJN). 

 The Financial Secrecy Index ranks 

jurisdictions according to their secrecy and 

the scale of their offshore financial 

activities. A politically neutral ranking, it is 

a tool for understanding global financial 

secrecy, tax havens or secrecy 

jurisdictions, and illicit financial flows or 

capital flight.  

 

 

 

 

 

10. This lake is famous for Ayyankali Boat race. It 

is an wetland of Kerala. It is located in the city 

of Thiruvananthapuram. Identify the lake. 

(a) Astamudi Lake 

(b) Vembanad Kol lake 

(c) Vellayani Lake 

(d) Pookode lake 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Ayyankali boat race was organised at the 

Vellayani lake in the capital city of Kerala 

(Thiruvananthapuram). The annual boat 

race which is a very popular water sport in 

Thiruvananthapuram is conducted by the 

Ayyankali Jalotsava Samithi Trust, in 

association with the Kerala Tourism 

department. 
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1. As per the Indian state of Forest Report, which 

of the North-Eastern state has the highest forest 

area in its Geographical Area? 

(a) Mizoram 

(b) Tripura 

(c) Assam 

(d) Sikkim 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

As per the state of forest report, Mizoram has 

the highest forest area in its Geographical 

Area. (Among the North Indian states) 

 

2. Consider the following statements: 

1. Recently, India has become second largest 

producer of Crude steel after china by 

replacing Japan. 

2. Ministry of Commerce is the body 

responsible to set targets for annual steel 

production. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Steel being the deregulated sector, 

government doesn’t set ant target 

regarding that. So, statement 2 is correct. 

 

 

3. Which of the following countries are part of the 

Mekong Ganga Co-operation? 

1. India  

2. Thailand 

3. China  

4. Myanmar 

5. Lao PDR 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1, 2, 3, 4 only  

(b) 2, 3, 4, 5 only 

(c) 1, 2, 4, 5 only 

(d) 1, 4, 5 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 China is a not a part of the Mekong ganga 

co-operation.  

 

4. With respect to the Pench Tiger reserve, 

consider the following statements: 

1. Pench Tiger Reserve is one of the major 

Protected Areas of Satpura-Maikal ranges 

in the state of Maharashtra. 

2. The forests found in Pench Tiger Reserve 

are divided into southern tropical wet dry 

forest, southern tropical dry deciduous teak 

forest and southern tropical dry deciduous 

mixed forest. 

3. It is also a part of the UNESCO recognized 

biosphere reserves in India. 

Which of the statements given above are not 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 
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(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Pench Tiger Reserve, Seoni (Madhya 

Pradesh) is one of the major Protected 

Areas of Satpura-Maikal ranges of the 

Central Highlands. It was included in the 

Project Tiger in 1992-93. So, statement 1 is 

not correct. 

 It is among the sites notified as Important 

Bird Areas of India. 

 The IBA is a programme of Birdlife 

International which aims to identify, 

monitor and protect a global network of 

IBAs for conservation of the world’s birds 

and associated diversity. 

 It has a contiguous forest cover with Kanha 

Tiger Reserve and Pench Tiger Reserve 

(Maharashtra). 

 The area of the Pench Tiger Reserve and 

the surrounding area is the real story area 

of Rudyard Kipling's famous "The Jungle 

Book". 

 The forests found in Pench Tiger Reserve 

are divided into three parts: southern 

tropical wet dry forest, southern tropical 

dry deciduous teak forest and southern 

tropical dry deciduous mixed forest. So, 

statement 2 is correct. 

 The major Carnivores are Tiger, leopard, 

wild cat, wild dog, hyena, jackal, fox, wolf, 

weasel, among the vegetarian species, 

Gaur, Nilgai, Sambar, Chital, Chasinga, 

Chinkara, Wild Pig etc. are prominent. 

 There are a lot of migratory birds seen in 

the cold season. Among the migratory 

birds, Ruddy shelduck, Pintail, Whistling 

Teal and Vegtel etc are prominent. 

 It is not a part of the UNESCO recognized 

biosphere reserves in India. It is only under 

consideration. So, statement 3 is not 

correct. 

 

5. With reference to the Hydroxy-chloroquine, 

which of the statements given below are 

correct? 

1. Hydroxy-chloroquine is an anti-malarial 

drug used in the treatment of Malaria in 

tropical countries. 

2. The drug also shows antiviral activity in 

vitro against coronaviruses, and 

specifically, SARS-CoV-2 

3. It is only used for the prophylaxis which 

prevents a person from being affected and 

not for the infected persons. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 
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 Hydroxy-chloroquine (not to be confused 

with anti-malaria drug chloroquine) is an 

oral drug used in the treatment of 

autoimmune diseases such as rheumatoid 

arthritis. So, statement 1 is not correct. 

 Autoimmune diseases are in which the 

body's immune system attacks healthy 

cells. 

 Rheumatoid arthritis is a chronic 

inflammatory disorder affecting many 

joints, including those in the hands and feet. 

 The drug shows antiviral activity in vitro 

against coronaviruses, and specifically, 

SARS-CoV-2 [the virus that causes 

COVID-19]. So, statement 2 is correct. 

 Further, the study suggests that prophylaxis 

(treatment given to prevent disease) with 

hydroxy-chloroquine at approved doses 

could prevent SARS-CoV-2 infection and 

may help to improve viral shedding. So, 

statement 3 is correct. 

 Clinical trials are under way in China to 

know whether the drug can be used for 

treatment. 

 

6. In context to TELECOM DISPUTES 

SETTLEMENT AND APPELLATE 

TRIBUNAL (TDSAT), consider the 

following: 

1. It consists of a Chairperson and two 

Members appointed by the Central 

Government. 

2. The Chairperson should be or should have 

been a Judge of the Supreme Court or the 

Chief Justice of a High Court. 

3. It exercises jurisdiction over Telecom, 

Broadcasting, IT and Airport tariff matters 

under the TRAI Act, 1997 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About TDSAT: 

 In order to bring in functional clarity and 

strengthen the regulatory framework and 

the disputes settlement mechanism in the 

telecommunication sector, the TRAI Act of 

1997 was amended in the year 2000. 

 It was set up to adjudicate disputes and 

dispose of appeals with a view to protect 

the interests of service providers and 

consumers of the telecom sector. 

About Composition of TDSAT: 

 It consists of a Chairperson and two 

Members appointed by the Central 

Government. 

 The Chairperson should be or should have 

been a Judge of the Supreme Court or the 

Chief Justice of a High Court. 

 A Member should have held the post of 

Secretary to the Government of India or 
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any equivalent post in the Central 

Government or the State Government for a 

period of not less than two years or a person 

who is well versed in the field of 

technology, telecommunication, industry, 

commerce or administration. 

 About Powers and Jurisdiction: 

 It exercises jurisdiction over Telecom, 

Broadcasting, IT and Airport tariff matters 

under the TRAI Act, 1997 (as amended), 

the Information Technology Act, 2008 and 

the Airport Economic Regulatory 

Authority of India Act, 2008. 

 It also exercises original as well as 

appellate jurisdiction in regard to Telecom, 

Broadcasting and Airport tariff matters. In 

regard to Cyber matters the Tribunal 

exercises only the appellate jurisdiction. 

 

7. Consider the following, with regard to World 

Health Day: 

1. Its theme for 2020 is Support Nurses and 

Midwives.  

2. It aims to create awareness of a specific 

health theme to highlight a priority area of 

concern for the World Health Organization 

(WHO). 

3. Its idea was conceived at the First Health 

Assembly in 1948. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About World Health Day: 

 Its idea was conceived at the First Health 

Assembly in 1948 and it came into effect in 

1950. 

 It aims to create awareness of a specific 

health theme to highlight a priority area of 

concern for the World Health Organization 

(WHO). 

 It has brought to light important health 

issues such as mental health, maternal and 

child care and climate change. 

 Its theme for 2020 is Support Nurses and 

Midwives. 2020 has been designated as the 

International Year of the Nurse and the 

Midwife. 

 This year, the day celebrates the work of 

nurses and midwives and reminds world 

leaders of the critical role they play in 

keeping the world healthy. On the Day, the 

‘State of the World’s Nursing 2020’ report 

has been launched. 

 

8. Consider the following statements 

1. The Commission for Agricultural Costs 

and Prices (CACP) is mandated to advise 

on the price policy (MSP) of Cereals, 

pulses and oilseeds only. 

2. Jute Corporation of India (JCI) procures 

raw jute at Minimum Support Price (MSP), 
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fixed on the basis of recommendation of the 

Commission for Agricultural Cost and 

Prices (CACP), from jute growers to 

safeguard their interest. 

3. Jute Packaging Materials Act provides for 

100 per cent reservation for packaging of 

food grains in jute bags. 

Which of the above statements is/ are correct? 

(a)  1 and 2 only 

(b)  2 and 3 only 

(c)  1 and 3 only 

(d)  1, 2 and 3. 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Commission for Agricultural Costs and 

Prices 

 The Commission for 'Agricultural Costs 

and Prices' (CACP), set up with a view to 

evolve a balanced and integrated price 

structure, is mandated to advise on the price 

policy (MSP) of 23 crops. 

 These include seven cereal crops (paddy, 

wheat, jowar, bajra, maize, ragi and 

barley), five pulse crops (gram, tur, moong, 

urad and lentil), seven oilseeds (groundnut, 

sunflower seed, soyabean, rapeseed 

mustard, safflower, niger seed and sesame), 

copra (dried coconut), cotton, raw jute and 

sugarcane.  

 CACP submits its recommendations in the 

form of Price Policy Reports every year, 

separately for five groups of commodities 

namely kharif crops, rabi crops, sugarcane, 

raw jute and copra. 

 Jute Corporation of India (JCI) procures 

raw jute at Minimum Support Price (MSP), 

fixed on the basis of recommendation of the 

Commission for Agricultural Cost and 

Prices (CACP), from jute growers to 

safeguard their interest. 

Recently in the News: 

 To help jute farmers during the lockdown 

period, the Textiles Ministry has written to 

the all jute growing States to allow 

movement, sale and supply of jute seeds, 

fertilizers and other farming aids.  

 Government to protect the interest of the 

jute farmers and workers through 

provisions of the Jute Packaging Materials 

Act and it provides about 100 per cent 

reservation for packaging of food grains in 

jute bags. 

 

9. Consider the following: 

1. Salaries and allowances of the members of 

Parliament 

2. Privileges of the Parliament and its 

members 

3. Directive Principles of State Policy 

4. Citizenship—acquisition and termination 

Which of the above constitutional provisions 

can be amended by a simple majority? 

(a)  1 only 

(b)  2 and 3 only 

(c)  1, 2 and 4 only 
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(d)  1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 A number of provisions in the Constitution 

can be amended by a simple majority of the 

two Houses of Parliament outside the scope 

of Article 368. These provisions include: 

States:  

 Admission or establishment of new states;  

 Formation of new states and alteration of 

areas, boundaries or names of existing 

states;  

 Abolition or creation of legislative councils 

in states. 

Privileges and Parliament:  

 Second Schedule—emoluments, 

allowances, privileges and so on of the 

president, the governors, the Speakers, 

judges, etc;  

 Quorum in Parliament;  

 Salaries and allowances of the members of 

Parliament;  

 Rules of procedure in Parliament;  

 Privileges of the Parliament, its members 

and its committees;  

 Use of English language in Parliament. 

Supreme Court:  

 Number of puisne judges in the Supreme 

Court; Conferment of more jurisdiction on 

the Supreme Court. 

 Use of official language. 

 Citizenship—acquisition and termination. 

 The provisions which can be amended by 

special majority includes: 

 Fundamental Rights;  

 Directive Principles of State Policy;  

 All other provisions which are not covered 

by simple and special majority with 

consent of states. 

 

10. With reference to the Telecom Disputes 

Settlement and Appellate Tribunal (TDSAT) , 

consider the following statements: 

1. TDSAT was set up to adjudicate disputes 

and dispose of appeals, under the TRAI Act 

of 1997 

2.  Broadcasting and cable services are also 

within the purview of TRAI Act. 

3.  The Tribunal consists of a Chairperson and 

two Members appointed by the Central 

Government.  

Which of the above statements is/ are correct? 

(a)  1 and 2 only 

(b)  2 and 3 only 

(c)  1 and 3 only 

(d)  1, 2 and 3. 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Telecom Disputes Settlement and 

Appellate Tribunal (TDSAT) 

 TDSAT was formed with a view to protect 

the interests of service providers and 

consumers of the telecom sector and to 

promote and ensure orderly growth of the 

telecom sector. 
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The formation TDSAT: 

 TRAI Act of 1997 was amended in the year 

2000 and TDSAT was set up to adjudicate 

disputes and dispose of appeals  

 In January 2004, the Government included 

broadcasting and cable services also within 

the purview of TRAI Act.  

 After coming into force of the relevant 

provisions of the Finance Act 2017, the 

jurisdiction of TDSAT stands extended to 

matters that lay before the Cyber Appellate 

Tribunal and also the Airport Economic 

Regulatory Authority Appellate Tribunal.  

Composition of TDSAT: 

 The Tribunal consists of a Chairperson and 

two Members appointed by the Central 

Government.  

 The Chairperson should be or should have 

been a Judge of the Supreme Court or the 

Chief Justice of a High Court.  

 A Member should have held the post of 

Secretary to the Government of India or 

any equivalent post in the Central 

Government or the State Government for a 

period of not less than two years or a person 

who is well versed in the field of 

technology, telecommunication, industry, 

commerce or administration. 
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1. Consider the following statements regarding 

National Board for Wildlife (NBWL): 

1. 1. It is a statutory Board constituted under 

the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 

2. It is headed by the Minister of 

Environment, Forest and climate change. 

3. Its decision is binding on the government. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 2only  

(b) 1 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 National Board for Wildlife is a statutory 

Board constituted under the Wild Life 

(Protection) Act, 1972. So, statement 1 is 

correct. 

 The NBWL is chaired by the Prime 

Minister and is responsible for promotion 

of conservation and development of 

wildlife and forests. So, statement 2 is 

incorrect. 

 The board is ‘advisory’ in nature and can 

only advise the Government on policy 

making for conservation of wildlife. So, 

statement 3 is incorrect. 

 

2. Consider the following statements regarding 

Armed force Special Powers Act: 

1. Army can arrest anyone in the territory 

without an warrant. 

2. Habeas corpus cannot be entertained in the 

court. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The remedy of Habeas Corpus is available. 

So statement 2 is incorrect. 

 

3. Which of the following will be covered under 

the Essential commodities Act, 1955: 

1. Rice 

2. Fertilizers 

3. Drugs 

4. Petroleum products 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1, 2, 3 only  

(b) 2, 3, 4 only 

(c) 1, 3, 4 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The list of items under the Act include 

drugs, fertilisers, pulses and edible oils, and 

petroleum and petroleum products. The 

Centre can include new commodities as 

and when the need arises, and take them off 

the list once the situation improves. 
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4. Recently Interpol issued ‘Purple Notice’ to 

many of its member countries during the wake 

of COVID-19 pandemic. Purple Notice 

denotes which of the following? 

(a) Imminent Threat 

(b) Wanted Persons 

(c) Modus Operandi 

(d) Warnings and Intelligence 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 There are various notices issued by the 

Interpol. They are as follows: 

 Red Notice – Wanted Persons 

 Green Notice – Warnings and 

Intelligence 

 Yellow Notice – Missing Persons 

 Orange Notice – Imminent Threat 

 Blue Notice – Additional Information 

 Purple Notice – Modus Operandi 

(someone’s mode of working) 

 Black Notice – Unidentified Bodies 

 Interpol UN Security Special Notice – 

Groups and Individuals subject to UNSC 

Sanctions 

 Interpol also issued a Purple Notice to seek 

or provide information on modus operandi, 

objects, devices and concealment methods 

used by criminals on Ransomware attacks 

on health care institutions. 

 

 

 

 

5. Consider the following statements: 

1. Phishing is the method of trying to gather 

personal information using deceptive e-

mails and websites. 

2. Malware is a type of malicious software 

designed to block access to a computer 

system until a sum of money is paid. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Phishing is the method of trying to gather 

personal information using deceptive e-

mails and websites. So, statement 1 is 

correct. 

 Malicious software or malware can be 

described as unwanted software that is 

installed in your system without your 

consent. 

 Ransomware is a type of malicious 

software designed to block access to a 

computer system until a sum of money is 

paid. So, statement 1 is not correct. 

 

6. In context to Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya 

Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP), consider the 

following: 

1. It is a campaign launched by the 

Department of Pharmaceuticals. 



UPSC APRIL - 2020 
DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 09 

www.iasgatewayy.com 
 

2. Its implementing agency is Bureau of 

Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI). 

3. It ensures access to quality medicines.  

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 It is a campaign launched by the 

Department of Pharmaceuticals, Govt. Of 

India. 

 It aims to provide quality medicines at 

affordable prices to the masses through 

special kendra’s known as Pradhan Mantri 

Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi Kendra. 

 Its implementing agency is Bureau of 

Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI), which has 

been established under the Department of 

Pharmaceuticals, Govt. of India, with the 

support of all the CPSUs. 

About the features of PMBJP: 

 It ensures access to quality medicines. It 

extends coverage of quality generic 

medicines so as to reduce the out of pocket 

expenditure on medicines and thereby 

redefine the unit cost of treatment per 

person. 

 It creates awareness about generic 

medicines through education and publicity 

so that quality is not synonymous with only 

high price. 

 It is a public programme involving 

Government, PSUs, Private Sector, NGO, 

Societies, Co-operative Bodies and other 

Institutions. 

 It creates demand for generic medicines by 

improving access to better healthcare 

through low treatment cost and easy 

availability wherever needed in all 

therapeutic categories. 

About Generic Medicine: 

 There is no definition of generic or branded 

medicines under the Drugs & Cosmetics 

Act, 1940 and Rules, 1945 made 

thereunder.  

 Generic medicines are generally those 

which contain same amount of same active 

ingredient(s) in same dosage form and are 

intended to be administered by the same 

route of administration as that of branded 

medicine. 

 The price of an unbranded generic version 

of a medicine is generally lower than the 

price of a corresponding branded medicine 

because in case of generic version. 

 Drugs manufactured in India are regulated 

by irrespective of whether they are generic 

or branded, are required to comply with the 

same standards as prescribed in the Drugs 

and Cosmetics Act, 1940 and Rules, 1945 

made thereunder for their quality. 
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7. With reference to Essential Commodities Act 

1955, consider the following: 

1. It is used to regulate the production, supply 

and distribution of a whole host of 

commodities which it declares ‘essential’. 

2. It includes list of items such as drugs, 

fertilisers, pulses and edible oils, and 

petroleum and petroleum products. 

3. It can also fix the maximum retail price 

(MRP) of any packaged product that it 

declares an “essential commodity” 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Essential Commodities Act 1955: 

 It is used by the Government to regulate the 

production, supply and distribution of a 

whole host of commodities it declares 

‘essential’ in order to make them available 

to consumers at fair prices. 

 It includes list of items such as drugs, 

fertilisers, pulses and edible oils, and 

petroleum and petroleum products. 

 The Centre can include new commodities 

as and when the need arises, and take them 

off the list once the situation improves. 

 Under the Act, the government can also fix 

the maximum retail price (MRP) of any 

packaged product that it declares an 

“essential commodity”. 

How does the law works? 

 If the Centre finds that a certain commodity 

is in short supply and its price is spiking, it 

can notify stock-holding limits on it for a 

specified period. 

 The States act on this notification to specify 

limits and take steps to ensure that these are 

adhered to. 

 Anybody trading or dealing in a 

commodity, be it wholesalers, retailers or 

even importers are prevented from 

stockpiling it beyond a certain quantity. 

 A State can, however, choose not to impose 

any restrictions. But once it does, traders 

have to immediately sell into the market 

any stocks held beyond the mandated 

quantity. This improves supplies and 

Brings Down Prices. 

 State agencies can conduct raids to get 

everyone to toe the line and the errant are 

punished. The excess stocks are auctioned 

or sold through fair price shops. 

 

8. Recently, the term ‘Co-seismic Ionospheric 

Perturbations (CIP)’ was seen in the news. It is 

related to 

(a)  Induced ionospheric changes which 

affects the seismic activity on the earth. 

(b)  Damage of sesamoid bones in the 

astronomers due to exposure to charged 

particles in the ionosphere 



UPSC APRIL - 2020 
DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 09 

www.iasgatewayy.com 
 

(c)  Reflection of radio waves by the 

ionosphere due to the presence of charged 

quarks. 

(d)  Disruptions in ionospheric electron 

density caused due to tectonic activities 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Co-seismic Ionospheric Perturbations 

(CIP) 

 The Earth crust uplift during an earthquake 

produces compressional (i.e. pressure) 

waves in the overlying atmosphere. 

 These waves propagate upward in the 

region of exponentially decreasing 

atmospheric neutral density, and thus, 

wave amplitude increases with atmospheric 

heights. 

 On arrival at ionospheric heights, the waves 

redistribute ionospheric electron density 

and produce electron density perturbations 

(disruption) known as CIP. 

 

 

 

 

9. Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

(ESCAP), Economic and Social Survey of 

Asia and Pacific, 2020. 

Consider the following statements : 

1. ‘Economic and Social Survey of Asia and 

Pacific’ is an annual survey published by 

World Economic Forum (WEF) 

2. The Economic and Social Survey of Asia 

and Pacific, 2020 has pointed that the 

slowdown in the region was led by the 

major economies namely Russia, China 

and India. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a)  1 only 

(b)  2 only 

(c)  Both 1 and 2 

(d)  Neither 1 or 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, the United Nations Economic 

and Social Commission for Asia and the 

Pacific (ESCAP), released a report on 

Economic and Social Survey of Asia and 

Pacific, 2020. 

 According to the report, the economic 

growth rate of India stood at 5% in 2019-

20.  

 It has forecasted that the growth rate is to 

shrink to 4.8% in 2020-21 and the growth 

rate might improve in the year 2021-22.  

 India produces 20% of world drugs. It 

imports 70% of raw materials to 

manufacture these drugs from China. 
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Therefore, the pandemic if prolonged will 

affect these supply chains greatly. 

 The negative impacts of the virus is to 

affect Asia and Pacific greatly as compared 

to other parts of the world.  

 The slowdown in the region was led by the 

major economies namely Russia, China 

and India. 

 The report also says that the impact of the 

virus is to be worse than that experienced 

during SARS (Severe Acute Respiratory 

Syndrome), 17 years back.  

 The report predicts that the global economy 

is to grow at 2.3% in 2020 and will 

gradually pick up in 2021.  

 The global economic growth was 3% in 

2019 and was the slowest since the 

economic slow-down in 2008. 

 

10. Recently, the “iGOT” portal was seen in the 

news. Which of the following is the objective 

of the iGOT portal? 

(a) To improve the cloud forecasting 

technology in India. 

(b) To establish technical institutes for higher 

education related to aerospace engineering. 

(c) The portal seeks to expand airport capacity 

in India more than five times. 

(d) To increase the capacity building of the 

frontline workers engaged in COVID-19 

relief works. 

 Answer: d) 

 

 

Explanation: 

 Recently, the Government of India has 

launched an online training module called 

“iGOT” portal. iGOT is an Integrated 

Government Online Training portal.  

 It has been launched on the DIKSHA 

platform of the Ministry of Human 

Resources Development. 

 The main aim of the portal is to increase the 

capacity building of the frontline workers. 

The workers are engaged in COVID-19 

relief works. 

 The portal will look after the training needs 

of the frontline workers. These workers 

include nurses, paramedics, hygiene 

workers, technicians, doctors and 

midwives. 

 The training is to be provided on clinical 

management, basics of COVID-19, ICU 

care and management, quarantine and 

isolation, etc. 
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1. In context to Indian Council for Cultural 

Relations (ICCR), consider the following: 

1. It is an autonomous organisation involved 

in India's external cultural relations. 

2. It was founded in 1950 by Maulana Abul 

Kalam Azad. 

3. It instituted awards such as Distinguished 

Indologist Award, World Sanskrit Award 

and Distinguished Alumni Award. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above  

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 ICCR has observed its 70th foundation day 

on 9th April 2020. 

 About ICCR: 

 It is an autonomous organisation of the 

Government of India, involved in India's 

external cultural relations (cultural 

diplomacy), through cultural exchange 

with other countries and their peoples. 

 It was founded in 1950 by Maulana Abul 

Kalam Azad, independent India’s first 

Education Minister. 

 It has been assigned the responsibility of 

facilitating the celebration of the 

International Day of Yoga by Indian 

Missions/Posts abroad since 2015. 

 It has instituted several awards, which are 

conferred upon the foreign nationals for 

their contributions in different fields, under 

its mandate of promoting India’s cultural 

relations. Such awards include– 

 Distinguished Indologist Award 

 World Sanskrit Award 

 Distinguished Alumni Award 

 Gisela Bonn Award 

 It runs 36 cultural centres across the globe 

and its emphasis is on making India a hub 

of higher education. 

 Classical dance, music or Hindi and 

Sanskrit language classes are continuing at 

most of ICCR centres via skype and other 

applications without hindrance 

 It is the only soft power institution of the 

country which plans to focus more on areas 

that have so far largely remained 

“neglected” like Indian literature, Indian 

artisans and also Ayurveda. 

 

2. With reference to Organisation for the 

Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW), 

consider the following: 

1. It is authorized to perform inspections to 

verify that signatory states are complying 

with the convention. 

2. It includes a commitment to grant 

inspectors full access to chemical weapons 

sites. 

3. It also performs testing of sites and victims 

of suspected chemical weapons attacks. 
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Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above  

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 About Organisation for the Prohibition of 

Chemical Weapons (OPCW) 

 It is an international organization 

established by the Chemical Weapons 

Convention, 1997 to implement and 

enforce the terms of the non-proliferation 

treaty, which prohibits the use, stockpiling, 

or transfer of chemical weapons by 

signatory states. 

 It is authorized to perform inspections to 

verify that signatory states are complying 

with the convention. 

 It includes a commitment to grant 

inspectors full access to chemical weapons 

sites. 

 It also performs testing of sites and victims 

of suspected chemical weapons attacks. 

 It was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 

2013. Its headquarters are located in The 

Hague, Netherlands. 

 It established OPCW Investigation and 

Identification Team (IIT) in 2018 to 

identify the perpetrators of illegal attacks.  

 By the 2001 Relationship Agreement 

between the OPCW and the United 

Nations, the OPCW reports on its 

inspections and other activities to the UN 

through the office of the Secretary General. 

About Sarin Gas:  

 It is a chemical warfare agent classified as 

a nerve agent.  

 They are similar to certain kinds of 

insecticides (insect killers) called 

organophosphates in terms of how they 

work and what kind of harmful effects they 

cause. 

 It was originally developed in 1938 in 

Germany as a pesticide. 

 It is a clear, colorless, and tasteless liquid 

that has no odor in its pure form. However, 

it can evaporate into a vapor (gas) and 

spread into the environment. It is also 

known as GB. 

 Chlorine gas: Chlorine is a choking agent. 

Its greenish-yellow clouds of gas cause 

shortness of breath, wheezing, respiratory 

failure, irritation in the eyes, vomiting, and 

sometimes death. 

 

3. Consider the following, with regard to Dollar 

Swap Agreement: 

1. It is a currency swap between the two 

countries is an agreement to exchange 

currencies with predetermined terms and 

conditions. 
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2. The parties agree to swap back these 

quantities of their two currencies at a 

specified date in the future, which is the 

next day or as far ahead as three months, 

using the same exchange rate as in the first 

transaction. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

Dollar Swap Arrangement:  

 Dollar Swap: It is a kind of currency swap. 

The word swap means exchange. 

 A currency swap between the two countries 

is an agreement to exchange currencies 

with predetermined terms and conditions. 

 The US Federal Reserve will provide 

dollars to a foreign central bank. At the 

same time, the foreign central bank 

provides the equivalent amount of funds in 

its currency to the Fed, based on the market 

exchange rate at the time of the transaction. 

 The parties agree to swap back these 

quantities of their two currencies at a 

specified date in the future, which is the 

next day or as far ahead as three months, 

using the same exchange rate as in the first 

transaction. 

 It carries no exchange rate or other market 

risks as transaction terms are set in 

advance. 

 The Central banks and Governments 

engage in currency swaps with foreign 

counterparts to meet short term foreign 

exchange liquidity requirements or to 

ensure adequate foreign currency to avoid 

Balance of Payments (BOP) crisis till 

longer arrangements can be made. 

 Forex reserves (foreign exchange assets):  

 They are assets held on reserve by a central 

bank in foreign currencies.  

 It includes foreign currencies, bonds, 

treasury bills and other government 

securities.  

 These are held to ensure that a central bank 

has enough funds if its national currency 

weakens/ devalues rapidly. 

 

4. In context to Food and Agriculture 

Organisation (FAO), consider the following: 

1. It is a UN body, which leads international 

efforts to defeat hunger. 

2. It is established on 1945 and headquarters 

is located at Rome, Italy. 

3. India holds an observer status in FAO. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above  
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Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 About Food and Agriculture Organisation 

(FAO) 

 It is a UN body. It leads international 

efforts to defeat hunger. 

 It is established on 1945 and headquarters 

is located at Rome, Italy. 

 It acts as a neutral forum where all nations 

meet as equals to negotiate agreements and 

debate policy 

 It is also a source of knowledge and 

information, and helps developing 

countries and countries in transition 

modernize and improve agriculture,  

forestry and fisheries practices, ensuring 

good nutrition and food security for all. 

 India is a member of FAO 

 

5. Consider the following statements regarding 

Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR): 

1.  ICCR was founded in 1950 by Maulana 

Abul Kalam Azad, Independent India’s 

first Education Minister. 

2. It is an autonomous organisation. 

3. ICCR has been assigned the responsibility 

of facilitating the celebration of the 

International Day of Yoga by Indian 

Missions abroad since 2015. 

 Which of the above statements is/ are correct? 

(a)  1 and 2 only 

(b)  2 and 3 only 

(c)  1 and 3 only 

(d)  1, 2 and 3. 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Indian Council for Cultural Relations 

(ICCR): 

 ICCR was founded in 1950 by Maulana 

Abul Kalam Azad, Independent India’s 

first Education Minister. 

 It is an autonomous organisation. 

 ICCR has been assigned the responsibility 

of facilitating the celebration of the 

International Day of Yoga by Indian 

Missions/Posts abroad since 2015. 

Objectives: 

 To actively participate in the formulation 

and implementation of policies and 

programs pertaining to India’s external 

cultural relations. 

 To foster and strengthen cultural relations 

and mutual understanding between India 

and other countries to promote cultural 

exchanges with other countries and people, 

and to develop relations with Nations. 

Important awards by ICCR: 

1. Distinguished Indologist Award. 

2. World Sanskrit Award. 

3. Gisela Bonn Award. 

 

6. Consider the following statements regarding  

‘Kendriya Bhandar’ : 

1.  It was set up in 1963 as a welfare project 

for the welfare of women and children. 
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2. It is functioning under the aegis of Ministry 

of Women and Child Development. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a)  1 only 

(b)  2 only 

(c)  Both 1 and 2 

(d)  Neither 1 or 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Kendriya Bhandar: 

 The Central Govt. Employees Consumer 

Cooperative Society Ltd. is popularly 

known as Kendriya Bhandar. 

 It was set up in 1963 as a welfare project 

for the benefit of the Central Govt. 

employees and public at large. 

 It is functioning under the aegis of Ministry 

of Personnel, Public Grievances & 

Pensions and was registered with Delhi 

Registrar of Cooperative Societies. 

 Subsequently, it was registered with 

Central Registrar of Cooperative Societies, 

Govt. of India as a Multi-State Consumer 

Cooperative Society in September 2000 

 

7. Recently, the ‘Blue Berets’ was seen in the 

news. It is related to 

(a) A non-profit international animal advocacy 

volunteers 

(b)  A national association of environmental, 

civil rights, mental health, women's, 

children's and consumer advocacy 

organizers. 

(c) UN Peacekeepers who provide security and 

the political and peacebuilding support to 

countries in conflict. 

(d) Campaign for restoring democracy in war 

torn countries around the world. 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 UN peacekeepers (often referred to as Blue 

Berets or Blue Helmets because of their 

light blue berets or helmets) can include 

soldiers, police officers, and civilian 

personnel. Peacekeeping forces are 

contributed by member states on a 

voluntary basis.   

 Civilian staff of peace operations are 

international civil servants, recruited and 

deployed by the UN Secretariat. 

 The UN has been deploying military 

personnel for service in peace operations 

since 1948, when the Security Council 

authorized the deployment of UN military 

observers to the Middle East to monitor the 

Armistice Agreement between Israel and 

its Arab neighbours. 

UN military personnel can be called upon 

to: 

 Protect civilians and UN personnel; 

 Monitor a disputed border; 

 Monitor and observe peace processes in 

post-conflict areas 

 Provide security across a conflict zone; 

 Provide security during elections; 
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 Assist in-country military personnel 

with training and support 

 Assist ex-combatants in implementing 

the peace agreements; they may have 

signed. 

 

8. Consider the following statements regarding 

Market Intervention Scheme (MIS): 

1. The objective of MIS is to provide 

remunerative prices to the farmers in case 

of excess of production and fall in prices. 

2. The commodities covered under this 

scheme are perishable in nature which is 

not covered under the minimum price 

support scheme. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The objective of MIS is to provide 

remunerative prices to the farmers in case 

of excess of production and fall in prices. 

 The MIS is an ad-hoc scheme under which 

include horticultural commodities and 

other agricultural commodities. These 

commodities are perishable in nature and 

which are not covered under the minimum 

price support scheme. 

 Market Intervention Scheme (MIS) is 

implemented by the Department of 

Agriculture & Cooperation, Ministry of 

Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare. 

 

9. Consider the following statements regarding 

National Real Estate Development Council 

(NAREDCO): 

1. It was established as an autonomous self-

regulatory body and acts as the apex 

national body for the real estate industry in 

India. 

2. It comes under the aegis of the Ministry of 

Housing and Urban Affairs. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 NAREDCO is hailed as the apex national 

body for the real estate industry. 

 National Real Estate Development Council 

(NAREDCO) was established as an 

autonomous self-regulatory body in 1998. 

 It comes under the aegis of the Ministry of 

Housing and Urban Affairs, Govt. of India. 
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10. Which of the following are correctly matched: 

Nucleur Power Plants    State 

1. Rawatbhata     -  Rajasthan 

2. Haripur   -  West Bengal 

3. Mithi Virdi  -  Uttar Pradesh 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Mithi Virdi is in Gujarat. 
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1. Consider the following statements 

1. Gamosa is one of the cultural symbols of 

Assamese. 

2. Assam has traditionally had two types of 

gamosas the uka and the phulam.  

3. The phulam is decorated with floral motifs 

to be gifted as a memento or during 

festivals such as Uttarayan. 

Which of the above statements is/ are correct? 

(a)  1 and 2 only 

(b)  2 and 3 only 

(c)  1 and 3 only 

(d)  1, 2 and 3. 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The COVID-19 pandemic has made the 

Assamese gamosa, a decorative cotton 

towel, evolve from memento to Mask. 

Gamosa: 

 The Gamosa is an article of significance for 

the people of Assam. 

 It is generally a white rectangular piece of 

cloth with primarily a red border on three 

sides and red woven motifs on the fourth 

(in addition to red, other colors are also 

used). 

 Although cotton yarn is the most common 

material for making/weaving gamosas, 

there are special occasion ones made from 

Pat silk. 

Types: 

 Assam has traditionally had two types of 

gamosas the uka and the phulam. 

 The uka or plain kind is used to wipe sweat 

or dry the body after a bath. 

 The phulam is decorated with floral motifs 

to be gifted as a memento or during 

festivals such as Bihu. 

Significance: 

 Cultural historians say the gamosa came to 

symbolise Assamese nationalism in 1916 

when the Asom Chatra Sanmilan, a 

students’ organisation was formed, 

followed by the Assam Sahitya Sabha, a 

literary body. 

 Wearing the phulam gamosa around the 

neck became a standard for cultural 

identity. 

 The gamosa’s graph as a symbol of protest 

rose during the anti-foreigners Assam 

Agitation from 1979 to 1985. 

 The gamosa staged a comeback as a 

political statement with the protests against 

the Citizenship (Amendment) Act from 

mid-December 2019. 
 

2. Consider the following statements regarding 

‘Truenat’ 

1. The Truenat TB test is a new molecular test 

that can diagnose Tuberculosis in one hour 

as well as testing for resistance to the drug 

rifampicin. 

2.  It has been approved by Indian Council of 

Medical Research (ICMR) for conducting 

Covid-19 tests. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
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(a)  1 only 

(b)  2 only 

(c)  Both 1 and 2 

(d)  Neither 1 or 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 ‘Truenat’, a diagnostic machine used to test 

drug-resistant TB has now been approved 

by Indian Council of Medical Research 

(ICMR) for conducting Covid-19 tests. 

Truenat 

 The Truenat TB test is a new molecular test 

that can diagnose TB in one hour as well as 

testing for resistance to the drug rifampicin. 

 This test for TB uses a sputum sample 

taken from each patient. 

 It is a small battery operated device which 

requires minimal training and is usable 

even in smaller settings such as the Primary 

Health Centre. 

 It uses a chip-based technology and takes 

just up to 60 minutes for a test, screening or 

confirmatory. 

 

3. Recently, the ‘National Crisis Management 

Committee (NCMC)’ was seen in the news. 

The National Crisis Management Committee 

(NCMC), headed by 

(a)  The President of India 

(b)  The Prime Minister of India 

(c)  The Home Secretary 

(d)  The Cabinet Secretary 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 At the national level, Cabinet Committee 

on Security (CCS) and National Crisis 

Management Committee (NCMC) are the 

key committees involved in the top-level 

decision-making with respect to Disaster 

Management (DM). 

 It deals with major crises which have 

serious or national ramifications.  

National Crisis Management Committee 

(NCMC): 

 Oversee the Command, Control and 

Coordination of the disaster response. 

 Give direction to the Crisis Management 

Group (CMG) as deemed necessary.  

Composition:  

 Cabinet Secretary (Chairperson).  

 Secretaries of Ministries / Departments and 

agencies with specific Disaster 

management responsibilities.  

 The National Crisis Management 

Committee (NCMC), headed by the cabinet 

secretary, is the final authority to decide on 

the number of armed forces personnel that 

can be deployed to aid civil authority. 

 

4. With reference to the Pre-conception & Pre-

natal Diagnostics Techniques (PC & PNDT) 

Act, consider the following statements: 

1. The Act provides for the prohibition of sex 

selection, before or after conception. 

2. It regulates the use of pre-natal diagnostic 

techniques, like ultrasound and 
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amniocentesis by allowing them their use 

only to detect few cases. 

3. No person, including the one who is 

conducting the procedure as per the law, 

will communicate the sex of the foetus to 

the pregnant woman or her relatives by 

words, signs or any other method. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The Act provides for the prohibition of sex 

selection, before or after conception. So, 

statement 1 is correct. 

 It regulates the use of pre-natal diagnostic 

techniques, like ultrasound and 

amniocentesis by allowing them their use 

only to detect few cases. So, statement 2 is 

correct. 

 No laboratory or centre or clinic will 

conduct any test including ultrasonography 

for the purpose of determining the sex of 

the foetus. 

 No person, including the one who is 

conducting the procedure as per the law, 

will communicate the sex of the foetus to 

the pregnant woman or her relatives by 

words, signs or any other method. So, 

statement 3 is correct. 

 Any person who puts an advertisement for 

pre-natal and pre-conception sex 

determination facilities in the form of a 

notice, circular, label, wrapper or any 

document, or advertises through interior or 

other media in electronic or print form or 

engages in any visible representation made 

by means of hoarding, wall painting, 

signal, light, sound, smoke or gas, can be 

imprisoned for up to three years and fined 

Rs. 10,000. 

 The Act mandates compulsory registration 

of all diagnostic laboratories, all genetic 

counselling centres, genetic laboratories, 

genetic clinics and ultrasound clinics. 
 

5. Consider the following statements with respect 

to the role of armed forces in the civil 

administration: 

1. Civil administration requests the Local 

Military Authority for assistance, for the 

maintenance of law and order, maintenance 

of essential services, disaster relief and 

other types of assistance.  

2. The National Crisis Management 

Committee (NCMC), headed by the Prime 

Minister, is the final authority to decide on 

the number of armed forces personnel that 

can be deployed to aid civil authority. 

3. The civil administration pays the cost of 

assistance provided by the Armed Forces. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 
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(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Civil administration requests the Local 

Military Authority for assistance, for the 

maintenance of law and order, maintenance 

of essential services, disaster relief and 

other types of assistance. So, statement 1 is 

correct. 

 The National Crisis Management 

Committee (NCMC), headed by the Prime 

Minister, is the final authority to decide on 

the number of armed forces personnel that 

can be deployed to aid civil authority. So, 

statement 2 is not correct. 

 The civil administration pays the cost of 

assistance provided by the Armed Forces. 

So, statement 3 is correct. 

 

6. Consider the following statements: 

1. Saudi Arabia has the highest share of 

proven crude oil reserves among the OPEC 

countries. 

2. OPEC+ countries has more than 90% of 

proven oil reserves. 

3. USA and Russia are part of OPEC+ 

countries. 

Choose the statements which are incorrect 

using the code given below: 

 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Venezuala (and not Saudi Arabia) which 

has the highest share of proven crude oil 

reserves among the OPEC countries. So, 

statement 1 is incorrect. 

 Russia is the part of OPEC+. USA is not a 

part of it. So, statement 3 is Incorrect. 

 

7. With reference to Employees’ Provident Fund 

Organisation (EPFO), consider the following: 

1. It implements the Employees’ Provident 

Fund and Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 

1952. 

2. It is managing provident fund and pension 

accounts for the workforce engaged in the 

organized sector in India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

About EPFO: 

 It is a government organization that 

manages provident fund and pension 



UPSC APRIL - 2020 
DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 11 

www.iasgatewayy.com 
 

accounts for the workforce engaged in the 

organized sector in India. 

 It implements the Employees’ Provident 

Fund and Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 

1952. 

 The Act provides for the institution of 

provident funds for employees in factories 

and other establishments. 

 It is administered by the Ministry of Labour 

& Employment, Government of India. 

 It is one of the World's largest Social 

Security Organisations in terms of clientele 

and the volume of financial transactions 

undertaken. 

 

8. In context to Long-term repo operations 

(LTROs), consider the following: 

1. It intended to prevent short-term interest 

rates in the market from drifting a long way 

away from the policy rate, which is the repo 

rate.  

2. It supplies them with liquidity for their 1- 

to 3-year needs. 

3. It helps RBI to ensure that banks reduce 

their marginal cost of funds-based lending 

rate, without reducing policy rates. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only  

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About LTRO: 

 It is a tool under which the central bank 

provides one-year to three-year money to 

banks at the prevailing repo rate, accepting 

government securities with matching or 

higher tenure as the collateral. 

 In LTRO the banks get long-term funds at 

lower rates, their cost of funds falls, which 

leads to reduce of interest rates for 

borrowers. 

 It helps RBI to ensure that banks reduce 

their marginal cost of funds-based lending 

rate, without reducing policy rates. 

 It also showed the market that RBI will not 

only rely on revising repo rates and 

conducting open market operations for its 

monetary policy, but also use new tools to 

achieve its intended objectives. 

 Its operations are intended to prevent short-

term interest rates in the market from 

drifting a long way away from the policy 

rate, which is the repo rate. It supplies them 

with liquidity for their 1- to 3-year needs. 

 

9. Consider the following statements regarding 

Swachhata App: 

1. It is the official platform for Swachh Bharat 

to enable a citizen to post a civic-related 

Issue. 

2. It has been built in partnership with the 

Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs. 
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Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Swachhata-MoHUA is the official platform 

for Swachh Bharat Mission built in 

partnership with the Ministry of Housing 

and Urban Affairs. 

 The app enables a citizen to post a civic-

related issue (eg; a garbage dump, public 

toilets not cleaned, etc.) which is then 

forwarded to the city corporation 

concerned and thereafter assigned to the 

sanitary inspector of the particular ward. 

 

10. Consider the following statements regarding  

1. All U.N members are currently members of 

ADB except North Korea. 

2. China holds the largest proportion of shares 

in ADB followed by the USA. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

 

 

Explanation: 

 ADB is a regional development bank 

established in the year 1966. ADB is 

headquartered in Manila, Philippines. ADB 

now has 68 members, 49 from within Asia. 

 Japan holds the largest proportion of shares 

in ADB followed by the USA. 
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1. With respect to the National List of Essential 

Medicines, consider the following statements: 

1. The list was prepared by Ministry of 

Chemical and Fertilizers with the World 

Health Organization list as the base.  

2. It is mandatory that these medicines are to 

be made available in the country in 

adequate amounts.  

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The list was prepared by Ministry of Health 

and Family Welfare in 2011. So, statement 

1 is not correct. 

 The list was prepared with the World 

Health Organization list as the base.  

 It is mandatory that these medicines are to 

be made available in the country in 

adequate amounts.  So, statement 2 is 

correct. 

 The last change was made to the list in 

2018. Today there are 851 medicines under 

the list. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Consider the following statements regarding 

the contributions to the WHO: 

1. Assessed contributions are the dues 

countries pay in order to be a member of 

the Organization which is calculated 

relative to the country’s wealth and 

population. 

2. The United States is currently the WHO’s 

biggest contributor followed by the 

European Union and United Kingdom. 

3. Of the total contribution, highest funds are 

allocated to the African region. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 There are four kinds of contributions that 

make up funding for the WHO. These are: 

 Assessed contributions are the dues 

countries pay in order to be a member of 

the Organization. The amount each 

Member State must pay is calculated 

relative to the country’s wealth and 

population. So, statement 1 is correct. 

 Voluntary contributions come from 

Member States (in addition to their 

assessed contribution) or from other 

partners. They can range from flexible to 

highly earmarked. 



UPSC APRIL - 2020 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 13 

www.iasgatewayy.com 
 

 Core voluntary contributions allow less 

well-funded activities to benefit from a 

better flow of resources and ease 

implementation bottlenecks that arise when 

immediate financing is lacking. 

 Pandemic Influenza Preparedness (PIP) 

Contributions were started in 2011 to 

improve and strengthen the sharing of 

influenza viruses with human pandemic 

potential, and to increase the access of 

developing countries to vaccines and other 

pandemic related supplies. 

 The United States is currently the WHO’s 

biggest contributor, making up 14.67 per 

cent of total funding by providing $553.1 

million followed by the Bill & Melinda 

Gates Foundation forming 9.76 per cent or 

$367.7 million. So, statement 2 is not 

correct. 

 Out of the total funds, $1.2 billion is 

allotted for the Africa region, $1.02 billion 

for Eastern Mediterranean region, $963.9 

million for the WHO headquarters, 

followed by South East Asia ($198.7 

million), Europe ($200.4 million), Western 

Pacific ($152.1 million), and Americas 

(39.2 million) regions respectively. India is 

part of the South East Asia region. So, 

statement 3 is correct. 

 

 

 

 

3. In context to Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya (PM-

JAY), consider the following: 

1. It offers a sum insured of Rs.5 lakhs per 

family for secondary care as well as 

primary care. 

2. It is an entitlement-based scheme that 

targets the beneficiaries as identified by 

latest Socio-Economic Caste Census 

(SECC) data. 

3. The insurance cost is shared by the centre 

and the state mostly in the ratio of 60:40. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above  

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

About Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya  

(PM-JAY): 

 It offers a sum insured of Rs.5 lakhs per 

family for secondary care (which doesn’t 

involve a super specialist) as well as 

tertiary care (which does). 

 It is an entitlement-based scheme that 

targets the beneficiaries as identified by 

latest Socio-Economic Caste Census 

(SECC) data. Once identified by the 

database, the beneficiary is considered 

insured and can walk into any empanelled 

hospital. 
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 The insurance cost is shared by the centre 

and the state mostly in the ratio of 60:40. 

 Empanelled hospitals agree to the 

packaged rates under PM-JAY—there are 

about 1,400 packaged rates for various 

medical procedures under the scheme. 

 It also has prescribed a daily limit for 

medical management. 

Significance of PM_JAY: 

 It will be cashless and largely paperless. 

The poor and vulnerable stand to benefit 

from the scheme. 

 It will be an enabler of quality, affordability 

and accountability in the health system. 

 Ayushman Bharat is expected to advance 

India’s pursuit of universal health coverage 

(UHC). 

 This will ensure all people can access 

quality health services when and where 

they need them, 

 without suffering financial hardship, which 

is also one of the WHO South-East Asia 

Region’s Flagship Priorities. 

 From the day PMJAY was launched, 

almost half of all eligible families are now 

covered for hospital care. 

 Another impact of the PMJAY will be 

rationalisation of the cost of care in the 

private sector. 

 The scheme will create lakhs of jobs for 

professionals and non-professionals — 

especially women. 

4. Anak Krakatau volcano, sometimes seen in 

news is located in which country? 

(a) Philippines 

(b) Japan 

(c) Papa new Guinea 

(d) Indonesia 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Anak Krakatoa (Child of Krakatoa): 

 It one of the active volcanoes of Indonesia 

also houses 127 active volcanoes and one 

of these volcanoes is the Anak Krakatau 

 It is an island in a caldera in the Sunda 

Strait between the islands of Java and 

Sumatra in the Indonesian province of 

Lampung. 

 It is the offspring of the famous Krakatau 

volcano, whose monumental eruption in 

1883 triggered a period of global cooling. 

 In 1927, Anak Krakatoa emerged from the 

caldera formed in 1883 by the explosive 

volcanic eruption that destroyed the island 

of Krakatoa. 

 

5. Which of the following reports are released by 

World Economic Forum? 

1. Global Social Mobility Index 

2. Global Gender Gap Report 

3. Travel and Tourism Competitiveness 

Report 

4. Global Inequality Crisis Report 

Select the correct answer using the codes given 

below? 
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(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Global Inequality Crisis Report is released 

by Oxfam International 

 

6. Which of the following World-wide radio 

Navigation systems are officially recognised 

by International Maritime Organisation 

(IMO)? 

1. GPS 

2. IRNSS 

3. Galileo 

4. Glonass 

5. BeiDou 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1, 2 ,3, 4 only 

(b) 1, 3, 4, 5 only 

(c) 1, 3, 5 only 

(d) 1, 2, 5 only 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 India’s IRNSS recognition is still under 

processing. So, option B becomes correct. 

 

 

 

 

 

7. “National Monsoon Mission” is the initiative 

of:  

(a) Ministry of Earth Sciences 

(b) Ministry of Environment, Forests and 

Climate Change 

(c) Ministry of Agriculture 

(d) NITI Aayog 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) had 

launched NMM in 2012 with a vision to 

develop a state-of-the-art dynamical 

prediction system for monsoon rainfall on 

different time scales. 

 The responsibility of execution and 

coordination of this mission is vested to the 

Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology 

(IITM), Pune. 

 Climate Forecast System (CFS) of USA 

has been identified as the basic modelling 

system for the above purpose, as it is one of 

the best among the currently available 

coupled models. 

 

8. Kuno-Palpur Wildlife Sanctuary is located in 

which of the following Indian state? 

(a) Madhya Pradesh 

(b) Chhattisgarh 

(c) Odisha 

(d) Arunachal Pradesh 

Answer: a) 

Explanation:  

Kuno-Palpur Wildlife Sanctuary: 
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 It is in news since last few years due to lion 

& Cheetah rehabilitation project which in 

underway and close to completion. 

 In 2013 Supreme Court had ordered 

translocation of some lions from Gujarat to 

the KunoPalpur Wildlife Sanctuary in 

Madhya Pradesh. But no step forward was 

made in this regard. 

 Kuno Palpur forest belongs to northern 

tropical dry deciduous category. 

 There are 3 major forest types in it  

 i.e. (i) salai forest, (ii) kardhai forest and 

(iii) khair forest. 

 Salai forestsoccur on plateaux and areas 

with shallow and poor soils. In these 

forests, salai forms almost pure crop. The 

growth of trees is good and forms a dense 

cover. 

 Kardhai forestsoccur on ridges and slopes 

associated with the poor and rocky soils. 

The site quality of these forests is good and 

the forests constitute a dense cover. 

 Khair forests occur on plains, the site 

generally associated with sandy soils. 

These forests are open and adjoin 

habitation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Common Services Centre (CSC) programme is 

an initiative of which of the following 

Ministry? 

(a) Ministry of Science and Technology 

(b) Ministry of Skill Development 

(c) Ministry of Electronics and Information 

Technology 

(d) Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and 

Public Distribution 

Answer: c) 

Explanation:  

Common Services Centers (CSCs): 

 It is a strategic corner stone of the National 

e-Governance Plan (NeGP), approved by 

the Government in 2006, as part of its 

commitment in the National Common 

Minimum Programme to introduce e-

governance on a massive scale. 

 A CSC is managed by Local unemployed, 

educated youth providing opportunities for 

direct and indirect employment. 

 They are the access points for delivery of 

various electronic services to villages in 

India, thereby contributing to a digitally 

and financially inclusive society. 

 CSCs enable the three vision areas of the 

Digital India programme: 

 Digital infrastructure as a core utility to 

every citizen. 

 Governance and services on demand. 

 Digital empowerment of citizens. 
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10. Which of the following are the major missions 

under the National Biotechnology 

Development Strategy of India? 

1. Healthcare 

2. Food and Nutrition 

3. Clean Energy and Education 

Select the correct answer using the codes given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 
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1. Consider the following statements regarding 

Jallianwala Bagh Massacre: 

1. The people gathered in the park to protest 

the arrest of Saifuddin Kitchlew, Satyapal. 

2. Rabindranath Tagore resigned his 

Knighthood as an protest against the 

Masssacre. 

3. Gandhi commanded the People to continue 

the Satyagraha tirelessly. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Gandhi withdrew the satyagraha 

immediately. So, statement 3 is wrong. 

 

2. India is signatory to which of the following 

agreements: 

1. UN convention on Refugees 

2. UN Convention on Transnational 

Organized Crime 

3. UN Convention against Corruption 

4. International Convention for Suppression 

of Terrorist Financing 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 2, 3, 4 only 

(c) 1, 3, 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 4 only 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 India is not a signatory of UN convention 

on Refugees. 

 
 

3. SCORES – a mobile app is recently launched 

by: 

(a) SEBI 

(b) RBI 

(c) NITI Aayog 

(d) BCCI and ICC 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 "SCORES' mobile app has been launched 

to make it easier for investors to lodge their 

grievances with Sebi.  

 The mobile app will encourage investors to 

lodge their complaints on SCORES rather 

than sending letters to Sebi in physical 

mode. 

 After mandatory registration on the 

application, investors will get an 

acknowledgement through SMS and e-mail 

for each grievance lodged. Investors can 

also track the status of their complaint 

redressal. 

 

4. With reference to the Corporate Social 

Responsibility which of the statements given 

below are correct? 

1. Corporate Social Responsibility in general 

can be referred to as a corporate initiative 
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to assess and take responsibility for the 

company's effects on the environment and 

impact on social welfare. 

2. India is the first country in the world to 

mandate CSR spending along with a 

framework to identify potential CSR 

activities. 

3. It also includes the fund which is present in 

the State Disaster Management Authority 

to combat COVID-19. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The term "Corporate Social 

Responsibility" in general can be referred 

to as a corporate initiative to assess and 

take responsibility for the company's 

effects on the environment and impact on 

social welfare. So, statement 1 is correct. 

 In India, the concept of CSR is governed by 

clause 135 of the Companies Act, 2013. 

 India is the first country in the world to 

mandate CSR spending along with a 

framework to identify potential CSR 

activities. So, statement 2 is correct. 

 The CSR provisions within the Act is 

applicable to companies with an annual 

turnover of 1,000 crore and more, or a net 

worth of Rs. 500 crore and more, or a net 

profit of Rs. 5 crore and more. 

 The Act requires companies to set up a 

CSR committee which shall recommend a 

Corporate Social Responsibility Policy to 

the Board of Directors and also monitor the 

same from time to time. 

 The Act encourages companies to spend 

2% of their average net profit in the 

previous three years on CSR activities. 

 The Chief Minister’s Relief Fund or State 

Relief Fund for COVID-19 is not included 

in Schedule VII of the Companies Act, 

2013, and therefore any contribution to 

such funds shall not qualify as admissible 

CSR expenditure. 

 Schedule VII of the Companies Act, 2013 

provides the list of activities that can be 

included in CSR. 

 Some political parties criticised this saying 

it is discriminatory and goes against the 

constitutional principle of federalism. 

 However, donations to the State Disaster 

Management Authority to combat COVID-

19 can be counted as admissible CSR 

expenditure. So, statement 2 is correct. 

 

5. Consider the following statements: 

1. Under the WTO system, generally, 

countries are designated as developed, 

developing, and least developed countries 

(LDCs). 
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2. There are certain criteria defined by the 

WTO to be designated as developed and 

developing countries. 

3. Other member countries can challenge the 

decision of a member to make use of 

provisions available to developing 

countries. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Under the WTO system, generally, 

countries are designated as developed, 

developing, and least developed countries 

(LDCs). So, statement 1 is correct. 

 The uneven level of development between 

developed and developing countries in the 

WTO is a well-recognised fact. 

 Article XVIII of the General Agreement on 

Tariffs and Trade (GATT) recognises that 

attaining the objectives of this agreement 

would require facilitating the progressive 

development of those countries that can 

only support low levels of development and 

are at the early stages of development. 

 Accordingly, countries self-designate 

themselves as ‘developing country’ to take 

advantage of provisions like Article XVIII 

of GATT and other special and differential 

treatment (S&DT) provisions in the WTO 

agreements. 

 These provisions are aimed at increasing 

trade opportunities for developing 

countries, ensuring longer transitional 

periods to comply with WTO obligations, 

and affording technical assistance to 

countries, among other things. 

 There are no WTO definitions of 

“developed” and “developing” countries. 

So, statement 2 is not correct. 

 Members announce for themselves whether 

they are “developed” or “developing” 

countries. 

 However, other members can challenge the 

decision of a member to make use of 

provisions available to developing 

countries. So, statement 3 is correct. 
 

6. With reference to Renewable Energy 

Certificates, consider the following: 

1. It acts as a tracking mechanism for only for 

solar and wind as they flow into the power 

grid. 

2. It is a market-based instrument to promote 

renewable sources of energy and 

development of the market in electricity. 

3. It is also called as Green tag, Tradable 

Renewable Certificates (TRCs) and 

Renewable Energy Credits. 

Which of the statements give above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 
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(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

About Renewable Energy Certificates 

(RECs):  

 It is a market-based instrument to promote 

renewable sources of energy and 

development of the market in electricity. 

 One REC is created when one megawatt 

hour of electricity is generated from an 

eligible renewable energy source. 

 It acts as a tracking mechanism for solar, 

wind, and other green energies as they flow 

into the power grid. 

 It is traded on two power exchanges — 

Indian Energy Exchange (IEX) and Power 

Exchange of India (PXIL), in India. 

 Its price is determined by market demand, 

and contained between the ‘floor price’ 

(minimum price) and ‘forbearance price’ 

(maximum price) specified by the Central 

Electricity Regulatory Commission 

(CERC). 

 It goes by many names, including Green 

tag, Tradable Renewable Certificates 

(TRCs), Renewable Electricity 

Certificates, or Renewable Energy Credits. 

 Under Renewable Purchase Obligation 

(RPO) bulk purchasers like discoms, open 

access consumers and capacitive users are 

required to buy a certain proportion of 

RECs. They can buy RECs from renewable 

energy producers. 

 RPO was instituted in 2011, it is a mandate 

that requires large power procurers to buy 

a predetermined fraction of their electricity 

from renewable sources. 

 The proportion of renewable energy for 

utilities is fixed by the central and state 

electricity regulatory commissions. 

About Central Electricity Regulatory 

Commission (CERC). 

 It is a regulator of the power sector in India. 

It is a statutory body functioning with 

quasi-judicial status under the Electricity 

Act 2003. 

 It intends to promote competition, 

efficiency and economy in bulk power 

market. 

 It also improves the quality of supply, 

promote investments and advise the 

government on the removal of institutional 

barriers to bridge the demand supply gap. 

 

7. In context to Meru Jatra Festival, consider the 

following: 

1. It marks the end of the 21-day-long festival 

of penance named ‘Danda Nata’.  

2. It is also a form of worshipping the lord 

Shiva and his consort Parvati. 

3. It is celebrated in the state of Andhra 

Pradesh. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 
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(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

About Meru Jatra Festival: 

 It marks the end of the 21-day-long festival 

of penance named ‘Danda Nata’. It is 

celebrated in the month of 'Chaitra'. 

 Danda as the name implies, is self-inflicted 

pain, which the danduas (people who 

participate in the festival) undergo to pay 

their obeisance to the lord Kali. It is also a 

form of worshipping the lord Shiva and his 

consort Parvati. 

 Its origin is generally traced to 8th and 9th 

AD after the decadence of Buddhism in 

Orissa. 

 On the occasion of Mahavishub Sankranti 

thousands of devotees used to gather at the 

Tara Tarini hill shrine and other temples. 

 Tara Tarini hill shrine is located at a hilltop 

on banks of the Rushikulya river, is a major 

centre of Shakti worship in Odisha. 

 The twin goddesses Tara and Tarini 

represent one Shakti and are the main deity 

of Ganjam district (Odisha). Mahavishub 

Sankranti is the start of the Odia New Year. 

 

 

 
 

 

8. Consider the following Statements 

1. Palm oil forms a major share of the edible 

oil imported as well as consumed by 

Indians.  

2. India imports Palm oil, mainly from 

Indonesia and Malaysia. 

3. Uttar Pradesh is more suitable for oil palm 

cultivation in the country 

Which of the above statements is/ are correct? 

(a)  1 and 2 only 

(b)  2 and 3 only 

(c)  1 and 3 only 

(d)  1, 2 and 3. 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Palm oil forms a major share of the edible 

oil imported as well as consumed by 

Indians. Other major oils are- Soybean Oil 

and Mustard oil. 

 Palm oil accounts for nearly two-thirds of 

India's total edible oil imports. India buys 

more than 9 million tonnes of palm oil 

annually, mainly from Indonesia and 

Malaysia.  

 India is the fourth largest oil seed-

producing country in the world after USA, 

China and Brazil. 

 The oilseeds accounts for 13% of the gross 

cropped area, 3% of the Gross National 

Product and 10% value of all agricultural 

commodities. 

 Major Oilseed producing states in India: 
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 Groundnut: Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh, 

Karnataka, & Tamil Nadu 

 Mustard: U.P Haryana, West Bengal & 

 Soybean: M.P & Maharashtra 

 Potential area of Oil Palm 

 Various Committees constituted by 

Department of Agriculture, Cooperation 

and Farmers Welfare (DAC& FW) have 

identified 19.33 lakh ha area suitable for oil 

palm cultivation in the country including 

2.18 lakh ha area in the North Eastern 

States.  

 Potential states were Andhra Pradesh, 

Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Chhattisgarh, 

Karnataka, Kerala, Mizoram, Odisha and 

Tamil Nadu.  

 

9. Consider the following: 

1. Operation Meghadoot 

2. Operation Pawan 

3. Operation Cactus 

Which of the following is the correct 

chronological sequence of the above events? 

(a)  1 - 2 - 3 

(b)  2 - 1 - 3 

(c)  3 - 1 - 2 

(d)  2 - 3 - 1 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

Operation Meghadoot (1984): 

 In the late 1970s and early 1980s, Pakistan 

began organising tourist expeditions to the 

Siachen Glacier, disputed territory with 

India.  

 Irked by this development, in April 1984 

India initiated the successful Operation 

Meghdoot during which it gained control 

over all of the 70 kilometer (41 mile)-long 

Siachen Glacier, and all of its tributary 

glaciers, as well as the three main passes of 

the Saltoro Ridge immediately west of the 

glacier—Sia La, Bilafond La, and Gyong 

La. 

 In 1987 and in 1989 Pakistan’s effort to re-

take the glacier were unsuccessful. The 

conflict ended with Indian Victory. There 

has been a ceasefire since 2003. 

Operation Pawan (1987-1990): 

 The Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) 

carried out a mission in northern and 

eastern Sri Lanka in 1987–1990 to disarm 

the Tamil Tigers under the terms of the 

Indo-Sri Lanka Accord.  

 After losing approximately 1,200 

personnel and several T-72 tanks, India 

ultimately abandoned the mission in 

consultation with the Sri Lankan 

government.  

Operation Cactus (1998): 

 In 1988 a group of Maldivians led by 

Abdullah Luthufi tried to overthrow then 

Maldivian Government. The attempt was a 

failure due to the intervention of the Indian 

Armed Forces. The operation was code 

named as Operation Cactus. INS Godavari 
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and Betwa were used by the Indian Navy in 

the operation 

 

10. The term 'Remdesivir' (or GS-5734)' was in 

news with respect to which of the following? 

(a) Russian Torpedoes 

(b) Anti-viral drug 

(c) Lower earth satellite system 

(d) Twin-engine Military Transport Aircraft 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

Remdesivir: 

 ‘Remdesivir also knows as GS-5734’is an 

antiviral drug, a novel nucleotide analog 

prodrug, which was developed by Gilead 

Sciences as a treatment for Ebola virus.  

 Recently, the Indian Council of Medical 

Research announced that the antiviral drug 

Remdesvir is highly effective in stopping 

the replication of COVID-19. 

 According to studies, 68% of patients that 

were under the treatment of Remdesvir did 

not require ventilator or oxygen support 

after taking the drug. 
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1. With reference to the Helicopter Money, which 

of the statement(s) given below is/are correct? 

1. This is an unconventional monetary policy 

tool similar to the quantitative easing 

method aimed at bringing a flagging 

economy back on track.  

2. It involves printing large sums of money 

and distributing it to the public.  

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Helicopter Money is an unconventional 

monetary policy tool aimed at bringing a 

flagging economy back on track. However 

it is not like Quantitative Easing. So, 

statement 1 is not correct. 

 It involves printing large sums of money 

and distributing it to the public. American 

economist Milton Friedman coined this 

term. So, statement 2 is correct. 

 Under such a policy, a central bank 

“directly increase the money supply and, 

via the government, distribute the new cash 

to the population with the aim of boosting 

demand and inflation.” 

 Quantitative easing also involves the use of 

printed money by central banks to buy 

government bonds. But not everyone views 

the money used in QE as helicopter money.  

 It sure means printing money to monetise 

government deficits, but the government 

has to pay back for the assets that the 

central bank buys. It’s not the same as 

bond-buying by central banks “in which 

bank-owned assets are swapped for new 

central bank reserves.” 

 

2. Recently ICMR suggested the Centre to take 

down the testing of pooled samples for the 

Pandemic COVID-19. With reference to this 

context, consider the following statements: 

1. In a pooled testing algorithm, samples of 

multiple individuals are put together in a 

tube and screened through the PCR test. 

2. If there’s no positive result, the individual 

samples under are tested, which is referred 

to as pool de-convolution. 

3. Pooling of samples is not recommended in 

areas or populations with positivity rates of 

over five per cent. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 In a pooled testing algorithm, samples of 

multiple individuals are put together in a 



UPSC APRIL - 2020 
DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 15 

www.iasgatewayy.com 
 

tube and screened through the PCR test. So, 

statement 1 is correct. 

 If positive: If the pooled test turns out to be 

positive the individual samples under are 

tested, which is referred to as pool de-

convolution. So, statement 2 is not correct.  

 If negative: If there’s no positive result, all 

individual samples in the pool are regarded 

as negative. 

 This method can be used in areas where the 

prevalence of COVID-19 is low, which 

implies a positivity rate of less than two 

percent.  

 In areas with a positivity rate between two 

to five percent, sample pooling of PCR 

screening may be considered in a 

community survey of surveillance among 

asymptomatic individuals. 

 Pooling of samples is not recommended in 

areas or populations with positivity rates of 

over five per cent. So, statement 3 is 

correct. 

 

3. Consider the following statements: 

1. Currency Swap arrangement is an 

arrangement between two friendly 

countries, which have regular, substantial 

or increasing trade, to basically involve in 

trading in their own local currencies. 

2. In such arrangements no third country 

currency is involved, thereby eliminating 

the need to worry about exchange 

variations. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 This is an arrangement, between two 

friendly countries, which have regular, 

substantial or increasing trade, to basically 

involve in trading in their own local 

currencies, where both pay for import and 

export trade, at the pre-determined rates of 

exchange, without bringing in third country 

currency like the US Dollar. 

 In such arrangements no third country 

currency is involved, thereby eliminating 

the need to worry about exchange 

variations. 

 So, both statements are correct. 

 

4. With reference to International Monetary Fund 

(IMF), consider the following: 

1. It came into existence after the UN 

conference in Bretton Woods in 1944.  

2. It provides technical assistance and training 

to central banks, finance ministries, tax 

authorities, and other economic 

institutions.  

3. Its main objectives are foster global 

monetary cooperation, facilitate 
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international trade and reduce poverty 

around the world 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About International Monetary Fund (IMF): 

 It came into existence after the UN 

conference in Bretton Woods in 1944. The 

44 countries at that conference sought to 

build a framework for economic 

cooperation to avoid a repetition of the 

competitive devaluations that had 

contributed to the Great Depression of the 

1930s. 

 It currently has 189 member countries, each 

of which has representation on the IMF's 

executive board in proportion to its 

financial importance.  

 The most powerful countries in the global 

economy have the most voting power. 

 Its main objectives are foster global 

monetary cooperation, secure financial 

stability, facilitate international trade, 

promote high employment and sustainable 

economic growth and reduce poverty 

around the world 

About the Functions of IMF: 

 To provide financial assistance to member 

countries with balance of payments 

problems. Countries must embark on 

structural adjustment policies monitored by 

the IMF. 

 It oversees the international monetary 

system and monitors the economic and 

financial policies of its 189 member 

countries. As part of this process, which 

takes place both at the global level and in 

individual countries, the IMF highlights 

possible risks to stability and advises on 

needed policy adjustments. 

 It provides technical assistance and training 

to central banks, finance ministries, tax 

authorities, and other economic 

institutions.  

 It helps the countries to raise public 

revenues, modernize banking systems, 

develop strong legal frameworks, improve 

governance, and enhance the reporting of 

macroeconomic and financial data. 

 It also helps countries to make progress 

towards the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs). 
 

5. Consider the following, with regard to 

Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary: 

1. Mudumalai Wildlife Sanctuary, Bandipur 

National Park, Nagerhole National Park, 

Mukurthi National Park and Silent Valley 

are the other wildlife parks within the 

Reserve. 
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2. The Kabini river (a tributary of Cauvery 

river) flows through the sanctuary. 

3. It includes forest types such as South Indian 

Moist Deciduous forests, West coast semi-

evergreen forests and plantations of teak, 

eucalyptus and Grewelia. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary: 

 It is Located in Kerala, which is an integral 

part of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve. It 

was established in 1973. 

 The Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve was the first 

from India to be included in the UNESCO 

designated World Network of Biosphere 

Reserves (designated in 2012). 

 Mudumalai Wildlife Sanctuary, Bandipur 

National Park, Nagerhole National Park, 

Mukurthi National Park and Silent Valley 

are the other wildlife parks within the 

Reserve. 

 It spread over 344.44 sq, which is 

contiguous to the tiger reserves of 

Nagerhole and Bandipur of Karnataka and 

Mudumalai of Tamil Nadu. The Kabini 

river (a tributary of Cauvery river) flows 

through the sanctuary. 

 It includes forest types such as South Indian 

Moist Deciduous forests, West coast semi-

evergreen forests and plantations of teak, 

eucalyptus and Grewelia. 

 

6. In context to National Statistical Office, 

consider the following: 

1. It is the central statistical agency under the 

Statistical Services Act 1980. 

2. Its services include collecting, compiling 

and disseminating official statistical 

information. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

Incorrect? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About the National Statistical Office: 

 It is the central statistical agency of the 

Government mandated under the Statistical 

Services Act 1980 under the Ministry of 

Statistics and Programme Implementation. 

 It is responsible for the development of 

arrangements for providing statistical 

information services to meet the needs of 

the Government and other users for 

information on which to base policy, 

planning, monitoring and management 

decisions. 
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 Its services include collecting, compiling 

and disseminating official statistical 

information. 

 All business operations in NSO are done in 

compliance with international standards, 

procedures and best practices. 

 

7. In the context of the Indian Constitution, the 

"union of the trinity", as described by  

Dr. Ambedkar, includes which of the 

following? 

(a) Liberty, Equality and Fraternity 

(b) the legislature, the executive and the 

Judiciary 

(c) Fundamental rights, Directive principles 

of state policy and Fundamental duties 

(d) Union list, State list and the Concurrent 

list in the Seventh Schedule 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Dr Ambedkar, in his speech on Social 

Democracy in the Constituent Assembly, 

stressed that it means a way of life which 

recognises liberty, equality and fraternity. 

According to him, the principles of liberty, 

equality and fraternity are not to be treated 

as separate items in a trinity.  

 They form a union of trinity in the sense 

that to divorce one from the other is to 

defeat the very purpose of democracy. 

 Adding to this he said, "Liberty cannot be 

divorced from equality, equality cannot be 

divorced from liberty. Nor can liberty and 

equality be divorced from fraternity. 

Without equality, liberty would produce 

the supremacy of the few over the many. 

Equality without liberty would kill 

individual initiative". 

 

8. Consider the following statements regarding 

Survey of India: 

1. It is the National Survey and Mapping 

Organization of the country under the 

Department of Science & Technology.  

2.  It was set up in 1767 and it is one of the 

oldest Engineering Departments of the 

Government of India. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a)  1 only 

(b)  2 only 

(c)  Both 1 and 2 

(d)  Neither 1 or 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

Survey of India: 

 It is the National Survey and Mapping 

Organization of the country under the 

Department of Science & Technology.  

 It was set up in 1767. 

 It is one of the oldest Engineering 

Departments of the Government of India. 

 It is the nation's Principal Mapping 

Agency. Survey of India acts as adviser to 

the Government of India on all cartography 

of India related matters, such as geodesy, 
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photogrammetry, mapping and map 

reproduction. 

 

9. Recently, the term ‘Cillage ecosystem model’ 

was seen in the news. It is related to 

(a) An abstract, usually mathematical, 

representation of an ecological system 

(b) A collection of fisheries management tools 

for enabling the ocean ecosystems to reach 

their full capacity 

(c)  A knowledge-based ecosystem for 

empowerment of rural villages.  

(d) None of the above 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The tendency to migrate to urban areas has 

been a natural consequence of better 

opportunities that got created in urban 

areas— in contrast to life in rural areas 

becoming increasingly unsustainable. 

 In the knowledge era, there is a possibility 

for a more balanced distribution of income 

as well as population. 

 CILLAGE is a knowledge-based 

ecosystem for integrated education, 

research, technology development and 

deployment as well as capacity building in 

rural areas.  

 It is a knowledge bridge - bridging the 

knowledge gap between a city and a village 

would also bridge the income gap between 

the two. 

 This will also lead to a faster bridging of 

the gap between the average individual 

income in India and that in industrially 

advanced countries. 

 Democratisation promoted by knowledge 

technologies, if properly leveraged, can in 

principle reduce disparities, which, 

unfortunately, are on the rise today. 

 

10. Which of the following correctly represents the 

term ‘Hedging’ in terms of forex? 

(a) Accepting a foreign exchange risk. 

(b) Covering of a foreign exchange risk. 

(c) Foreign exchange speculation 

(d) Foreign exchange arbitrage. 

 Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 A hedge is an investment to reduce the risk 

of adverse price movements 

 in an asset. Normally, a hedge consists of 

taking an offsetting position in a related 

security, such as a futures contract 

 A hedge can be constructed from many 

types of financial instruments, including 

stocks, exchange-traded funds, insurance, 

forward contracts, swaps, options, many 

types of over-the-counter and derivative 

products, and futures contracts. 
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1. Cape Town Agreement, recently in news is 

related to:  

(a) Safety of fishing vessels 

(b) Ship Recycling and Wreckage Handling 

(c) Marine Plastic Removal 

(d) Oil Spills Prevention Measures 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The Cape Town Agreement was adopted 

by the IMO in 2012 to help combat illegal, 

unregulated and unreported (IUU) fishing. 

 The agreement is aimed at facilitating 

better control of fishing vessel safety by 

flag, port and coastal states. 

 India is yet to ratify the Cape Town 

Agreement which was adopted by the 

International Maritime Organization 

(IMO) for safety of fishing vessels. 
 

2. Which of the following are correctly matched: 

Festivals    State Concerned 

1. Ugadi   -   Karnataka 

2. Gudi Padwa  -   Maharashtra 

3. Sajibu Cheiraoba -    Assam 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Sajibu Cheiraoba is the festival of Manipur 

and not Assam. 

3. Which of the following are NGOs: 

1. International Union for the Conservation 

(IUCN) 

2. Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF) 

3. Wetland Internationals 

4. Global Tiger Forum 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1, 2, 3 only  

(b) 1, 2, 4 only 

(c) 1, 3, 4 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Global Tiger Forum is an inter- 

governmental organisation among the tiger 

range countries. It is not an NGO. 

 

4. With respect to the No-confidence motion, 

consider the following statements: 

1. A confidence motion or a vote of 

confidence or a trust vote, is sought by the 

government in power on the floor of the 

House, while a no-confidence motion can 

be sought by any House member to express 

that they no longer have confidence in the 

government. 

 The Indian Constitution neither explicitly 

nor implicitly mentions about the No-

Confidence Motion rather it is mentioned 

in the rule book of the Lok Sabha. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 
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(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 A confidence motion or a vote of 

confidence or a trust vote, is sought by the 

government in power on the floor of the 

House. 

 It enables the elected representatives to 

determine if the Council of Ministers 

commanded the confidence of the House. 

 The idea underlying the trust vote is to 

uphold the political accountability of the 

elected government to the State legislature. 

 A no-confidence motion, or vote of no-

confidence, or a no-trust vote, can be 

sought by any House member to express 

that they no longer have confidence in the 

government. So, Statement 1 is correct. 

 The Indian constitution does not mention 

no-confidence; however Article 75 

specifies that the council of ministers shall 

be collectively responsible to the House of 

the People. The implication of this Article 

is that the majority of Lok Sabha MPs must 

not be against the prime minister and his 

cabinet. So, Statement 2 is not correct. 

 

 

 

 

5. In the Context to the Monsoon in India, which 

of the statement(s) given below is/are correct? 

1. IMD’s official definition on Normal 

Monsoon in India is designated as 89 cm of 

rainfall. 

2. It also recently changed the official onset of 

monsoon dates in various cities but the 

onset of monsoon in mainland India 

remains the same. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 IMD has also officially redefined the 

definition of what constitutes ‘normal’ 

rainfall and reduced it by 1 cm to 88 cm. 

So, statement 1 is not correct. 

 “Quantitatively, the monsoon seasonal 

rainfall is likely to be 100% of the Long 

Period Average (LPA) with a model error 

of ± 5%. The LPA of the season rainfall 

over the country as a whole for the period 

1961-2010 is 88 cm. 

 It also gave new dates for the monsoon’s 

onset in several cities as part of an update, 

which it said was essential for a variety of 

economic activities ranging from 

agricultural planning to power distribution. 



UPSC APRIL - 2020 
DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 16 

www.iasgatewayy.com 
 

 The onset over Kerala, which marks the 

arrival of the monsoon into mainland India, 

will continue to be June 1. There is no 

change in the final withdrawal date over 

south India, i.e., 15th October”. So, 

statement 2 is correct. 

 

6. Which of the following reports are published 

by International Monetary Fund (IMF)? 

1. World Economic Outlook 

2. Global Financial Stability Report 

3. Fiscal Monitor Report 

4. Regional Economic Report 

Select the correct answer using the codes given 

below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 

(b) 1, 3 and 4 

(c) 1, 2 and 4 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

All the reports are released by IMF 

 About International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

 It is an organization working to foster 

global monetary cooperation, secure 

financial stability, facilitate international 

trade, promote high employment and 

sustainable economic growth, and reduce 

poverty around the world. 

 It is Created in 1945, which is governed by 

and accountable to the 189 countries that 

make up its near-global membership. India 

Joined on December 27, 1945. 

 Its primary purpose is to ensure the stability 

of the international monetary system—the 

system of exchange rates and international 

payments that enables countries (and their 

citizens) to transact with each other.  

 Its Fund mandate was updated in 2012 to 

include all macroeconomic and financial 

sector issues that bear on global stability. 

About World Economic Outlook 

 It is a survey by the IMF that is usually 

published twice a year in the months of 

April and October. 

 It analyses and predicts global economic 

developments during the near and medium 

term. 

 In response to the growing demand for 

more frequent forecast updates, the WEO 

Update is published in January and July 

between the two main WEO publications 

released usually in April and October. 
 

7. With reference to Association of Southeast 

Asian Nations (ASEAN), consider the 

following: 

1. It is a regional grouping that promotes 

economic, political, and security 

cooperation. 

2. It was established on 1967 by signing the 

ASEAN Declaration. 

3. Its ten members are Brunei, Cambodia, 

Indonesia, India, Malaysia, Myanmar, the 

Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and 

Vietnam. 
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Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

About Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations (ASEAN): 

 It is a regional grouping that promotes 

economic, political, and security 

cooperation. 

 It was established on 8 August 1967 in 

Bangkok, Thailand, with the signing of the 

ASEAN Declaration (Bangkok 

Declaration) by the founding fathers of 

ASEAN, namely Indonesia, Malaysia, 

Philippines, Singapore and Thailand. 

 Its ten members are Brunei, Cambodia, 

Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the 

Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and 

Vietnam. 

 Its Chairmanship rotates annually, based on 

the alphabetical order of the English names 

of Member States. 

 

8. Consider the following statements regarding ‘ 

Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation 

Programme (ITEC)’ 

1. The ITEC was launched in 1964 as a 

programme of bilateral cooperation and 

technical assistance.  

2.  North Korea is one of the ITEC partner of 

India 

3.  ITEC is one of the vehicles for the sharing 

of this experience with India’s friends. 

Which of the above statements is/ are correct? 

(a)  1 and 2 only 

(b)  2 and 3 only 

(c)  1 and 3 only 

(d)  1, 2 and 3. 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

Indian Technical and Economic 

Cooperation Programme (ITEC)  

 The ITEC was launched in 1964 as a 

programme of bilateral cooperation and 

technical assistance.  

 Presently 158 countries in Asia, East 

Europe (including former USSR), Central 

Asia, Africa, Latin America, the Caribbean 

as well as Pacific and Small Island 

countries are invited to share in the Indian 

developmental experience in various fields. 

North Korea became India’s ITEC partner 

in 1993. 

 India possesses a rich experience in the 

field of economic development as well as 

manpower skills and technologies suited to 

the requirements of developing countries.  

 ITEC is one of the vehicles for the sharing 

of this experience with India’s friends. 

 The ITEC Programme is fully-funded by 

the Government of India: The expenses on 

training under ITEC Programme, i.e. 
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tuition fees, living allowances, study tours, 

emergency medical assistance as well as 

return international air fares are borne by 

the Government of India. 

 The ITEC assistance is granted under the 

following Four Categories: 

 Training in diverse fields in Indian 

institutions. 

 Projects and project-related assistance from 

India such as supply of equipment, 

consultancy services and feasibility 

studies. 

 Deputation of Indian experts in various 

fields. 

 Study visits of senior officials/decision 

makers from the partner countries to India. 

Recently in the News: 

 The Indian Technical and Economic 

Cooperation Programme (ITEC) 

announced a training programme for the 

health care professionals from SAARC 

countries. 

 

9. Consider the following statements regarding 

World Health Organization (WHO): 

1. Assessed Contributions are the dues 

countries pay, in order to be a member of 

the Organization. 

2. Among all the contributions, voluntary 

contributions make up most of the funding 

of WHO.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a)  1 only 

(b)  2 only 

(c)  Both 1 and 2 

(d)  Neither 1 or 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

How is the WHO Funded? 

 There are four major kinds of contributions 

that make up the funds of WHO. It includes 

assessed contribution, voluntary 

contribution, core voluntary core voluntary 

contributions and PIP contributions. 

Assessed Contributions: 

 These are the dues countries pay in order to 

be a member of the Organization.  

 The amount each Member State must pay 

is calculated relative to the country’s 

wealth and population. 

 These contributions have declined, and 

now account for less than one-fourth of its 

funding. 

Voluntary Contributions: 

 These come from Member States (in 

addition to their assessed contribution) or 

from other partners (organisations & 

individuals)  

 They can range from flexible to highly 

earmarked. 

 Top funders include Bill and Melinda 

Gates (USD 367.7 million), GAVI Vaccine 

Alliance, World Bank, Rotary International 

and the European Commission. 
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Core Voluntary Contributions:  

 These are those funds that require 

immediate financing.  

 Pandemic Influenza Preparedness 

 The PIP contributions that were begun in 

2011 to strengthen access to vaccines 

among developing countries. 

 

10. Consider the following statements 

1. The Justinian Plague was a deadliest 

pandemic that broke in the 6th century. 

2. The Spanish Flu broke during the last phase 

of World War II 

3. The Black Death was a devastating global 

epidemic of bubonic plague that struck 

Europe and Asia in the mid-1300s.  

Which of the above statements is/ are correct? 

(a)  1 and 2 only 

(b)  2 and 3 only 

(c)  1 and 3 only 

(d)  1, 2 and 3. 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

The Justinian Plague:  

 It was the deadliest pandemic that broke in 

the 6th century.  

 It had spread from Egypt to 

Constantinople.  

 The disease was named after the emperor 

Justinian as the disease hit the region 

during his reign of Byzantine Empire.  

 The disease killed more than 100 million.  

 

Black Death:  

 The Black Death killed more than 200 

million.  

 It struck China, Syria, India and Egypt. The 

disease arrived in Europe in 1347 

 The labour demand in Europe rose and 

wages tripled. It also led to a Peasant 

Revolt in England in 1381.  

 Jews were blamed for spreading the illness 

and were burnt alive in many parts of the 

country.  

Spanish Flu:  

 The Spanish Flu broke during the last phase 

of World War I.  

 It killed more than 50 million people.  

 It was recorded in Europe and later spread 

to Asia and America.  

 The disease weakened German units and is 

still considered as one of the reasons for the 

fall of Germany in the war. 
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1. Consider the following statements regarding 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA): 

1. The rules for EIA have been notified under 

the provisions of the Environment 

(Protection) Act, 1986. 

2. The environmental clearance process for 

new projects consists of four stages, some 

of which may not be required for all 

projects.  

3. Scoping stage of EIA is carried out by the 

Expert Appraisal Committee (EAC) for 

Category B2 projects 

Which of the above statements is/ are correct? 

(a)  1 and 2 only 

(b)  2 and 3 only 

(c)  1 and 3 only 

(d)  1, 2 and 3. 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Environment Impact Assessment in India is 

statutorily backed by the Environment 

Protection Act in 1986, which contains 

various provisions on EIA methodology 

and process. 

 It is necessary to involve the public while 

making the Environment Impact 

Assessment. The planning reports and the 

projected environmental impacts are 

presented to the public. This is done by 

interacting with the community 

representatives or with a small group of 

people at the local level.  

 The environmental clearance process for 

new projects consists of four stages, some 

of which may not be required for all 

projects.  

 These four stages in sequential order are: 

Screening Stage: 

 The State level Expert Appraisal 

Committee (SEAC) reviews the application 

to determine whether the project requires 

further environmental studies for the 

preparation of an EIA report. 

Scoping stage:  

 Detailed and comprehensive Terms of 

Reference (TOR) addressing all relevant 

environmental concerns for the preparation 

of an EIA report are determined.  

 This is carried out by the Expert Appraisal 

Committee (EAC) for Category A projects 

and by the State-level Expert Appraisal 

Committee (SEAC) for Category B1 

projects. Scoping is not required for B2 

projects. 

Public Consultation Stage:  

 This stage involves consultation with 

project-affected persons on the effects of 

the project. Public consultation is required 

for all Category A and Category B1 

projects.  

 The concerns heard during the public 

consultation process must be addressed in 

the EIA report and in the Environmental 

Management Plan. 
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Appraisal stage:  

 This stage sees the overall and detailed 

scrutiny of the final EIA report, which will 

have been presented to EAC or SEAC.  

 The EAC or SEAC considers the 

environmental aspects of the project and 

makes a recommendation to the Regulatory 

Authority on whether prior EC should be 

granted or not.  

 

2. Consider the following statements regarding 

‘Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR)’ 

1.  It is a technique used for early diagnosis of 

diseases. 

2.  It is being used to detect mutations in 

genes in suspected cancer patients. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a)  1 only 

(b)  2 only 

(c)  Both 1 and 2 

(d)  Neither 1 or 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Using conventional methods of diagnosis 

(serum and urine analysis, etc.) early 

detection of the disease is not possible.  

 ‘Recombinant DNA technology’, 

‘Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR)’ and 

‘Enzyme Linked Immuno-Sorbent Assay 

(ELISA)’ are some of the techniques that 

serve the purpose of early diagnosis. 

 

Polymerase chain reaction (PCR): 

 Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) is a 

common laboratory technique used to 

make many copies of a particular region of 

DNA.  

 This DNA region can be anything the 

experimenter is interested in.  

 For example, it might be a gene whose 

function a researcher wants to understand, 

or a genetic marker used by forensic 

scientists to match crime scene DNA with 

suspects. 

 Typically, the goal of PCR is to make 

enough of the target DNA region that it can 

be analyzed or used in some other way.  

 PCR is used in many areas of biology and 

medicine, including molecular biology 

research, medical diagnostics, and even 

some branches of ecology. 

 PCR is also used to detect mutations in 

genes in suspected cancer patients. 

 

3. Consider the following statements 

1. North Korea shares border with China, 

South Korea and Russia only 

2. 49th parallel, popular name given to 

latitude 49° N that in East Asia roughly 

demarcates North Korea and South Korea. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  
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(d) Neither 1 or 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 North Korea shares borders with China, 

South Korea and Russia only.  

 38th parallel popular name given to latitude 

38° N that in East Asia roughly demarcates 

North Korea and South Korea. 

 

 

4. In context to National Legal Services 

Authority (NALSA), consider the following: 

1. It has been constituted under the Legal 

Services Authorities Act, 1987. 

2. It has also been providing assistance to 

prisoners who were eligible to be released 

on parole or interim bail. 

3. The Second senior-most judge of Supreme 

Court of India is the Executive-Chairman. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About NALSA: 

 It has been constituted under the Legal 

Services Authorities Act, 1987, to provide 

free legal services to weaker sections of 

society. 

 It aims to ensure that opportunities for 

securing justice are not denied to any 

citizen by reasons of economic or other 

disabilities. The ‘Nyaya Deep’ is the 

official newsletter of NALSA. 

 It has also been providing assistance to 

prisoners who were eligible to be released 

on parole or interim bail under the relaxed 

norms, through its panel lawyers. 

Composition of NALSA: 

 The Chief Justice of India shall be the 

Patron-in-Chief, as per section 3(2) of 

Legal Service Authorities Act. 

 The Second senior-most judge of Supreme 

Court of India is the Executive-Chairman. 

 About the functions performed by NALSA: 

 It organise Lok Adalat for amicable 

settlement of disputes. 

 It Identify specific categories of the 

marginalised and excluded groups and 

formulates various schemes for the 

implementation of preventive and strategic 

legal service programmes. 
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 It provides free legal aid in civil and 

criminal matters for the poor and 

marginalised people who cannot afford the 

services of a lawyer in any court or 

Tribunal. 

 

5. With reference to International Energy Agency 

(IEA), consider the following: 

1. It is established in 1974 as per framework 

of the OECD. 

2. It which is an autonomous 

intergovernmental organisation.  

3. Its mission is to ensure reliable, affordable 

and clean energy for its member countries 

and beyond.  

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About IEA: 

 It is established in 1974 as per framework 

of the OECD, which is an autonomous 

intergovernmental organisation.  

 Its Headquarters (Secretariat) is located at 

Paris, France. 

 Its mission is to ensure reliable, affordable 

and clean energy for its member countries 

and beyond. They are guided by four main 

areas of focus: energy security, economic 

development, environmental awareness 

and engagement worldwide. 

 It mandate has expanded over time to 

include tracking and analyzing global key 

energy trends, promoting sound energy 

policy, and fostering multinational energy 

technology cooperation. 

 The Reports released by IEA are Global 

Energy & CO2 Status Report, World 

Energy Outlook, World Energy Statistics, 

World Energy Balances and Energy 

Technology Perspectives. 

Composition and Eligibility: 

 It has 30 members at present. Its family also 

includes eight association countries.  

 A candidate country must be a member 

country of the OECD. But all OECD 

members are not IEA members.  

 To become its member country, they must 

demonstrate that it has: 

 Crude oil and/or product reserves 

equivalent to 90 days of the previous year’s 

net imports, to which the government has 

immediate access (even if it does not own 

them directly) and could be used to address 

disruptions to global oil supply. 

 A demand restraint programme to reduce 

national oil consumption by up to 10%. 

 Legislation and organisation to operate the 

Co-ordinated Emergency Response 

Measures (CERM) on a national basis. 



UPSC APRIL - 2020 
DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 17 

www.iasgatewayy.com 
 

 Legislation and measures to ensure that all 

oil companies under its jurisdiction report 

information upon request. 

 Measures in place to ensure the capability 

of contributing its share of an IEA 

collective action. 

 

6. In the situation of the COVID-19 pandemic 

many civil defence volunteers worked for the 

civil administration to contain the spread of the 

pandemic. With reference to this context which 

of the statement(s) given below is/are correct? 

1. Civil Defence operates under the National 

Disaster Management Act and associated 

rules and regulations. 

2. Although it is a Central law, State 

governments are empowered to raise corps 

at the local administration level as per their 

requirement. 

3. The District Magistrate, District Collector 

or Deputy Commissioner is designated as 

Controller of the Civil Defence. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Civil Defence operates under the Civil 

Defence Act and associated rules and 

regulations. The Act was amended in 2009 

and a notification was issued in 2010 to 

include disaster management as an 

additional role. So, statement 1 is not 

correct. 

 Civil Defence is primarily organised on 

voluntary basis except for a small nucleus 

of paid staff and establishment which is 

augmented during emergencies. 

 Although it is a Central law, Section 4 of 

the Civil Defence Act empowers State 

governments to raise corps at the local 

administration level as per their 

requirement. So, statement 2 is correct. 

 The District Magistrate, District Collector 

or Deputy Commissioner is designated as 

Controller of the Civil Defence. So, 

statement 3 is correct. 

 Both men and women shall be eligible for 

appointment to the Corps. 

 

7. ‘Trimeresurus Salazar’ a newly discovered 

snake species was recently found in 

(a) Arunachal Pradesh 

(b) Kerala 

(c) Goa 

(d) Andaman & Nicobar Islands 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 A new species of green pit viper named 

‘Trimeresurus Salazar’ was recently found 

in Arunachal Pradesh. 
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8. Which of the following are functions of Digital 

communications commission (DCC)? 

1. Formulating the policy of Department of 

Telecommunications 

2. Implementation of Government’s policy in 

all matters concerning telecommunication 

3. Preparing the budget for the Department of 

Telecommunications 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1,2 only  

(b) 2,3 only 

(c) 1 only 

(d) All the Above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

The DCC is Responsible for: 

 Formulating the policy of Department of 

Telecommunications for approval of the 

Government; Preparing the budget for the 

Department of Telecommunications for 

each financial year and getting it approved 

by the Government; Implementation of 

Government's policy in all matters 

concerning Telecommunication. 

 

9. Consider the following statements regarding 

which of the following countries has territorial 

dispute in regard with South China Sea? 

1. Vietnam  

2. Indonesia 

3. Singapore 

4. Malaysia 

5. Taiwan 

6. China 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1,2,3,5 only  

(b) 1,3,4,6 only 

(c) 2,3,4,5,6 only 

(d) 1,2,4,5,6 only 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The countries involved in the dispute with 

China are Malaysia, Brunei, China, 

Phillipines, Vietnam, Taiwan, Indonesia. 
 

10. Amrabad Tiger Reserve is located in the state 

of:  

(a) Maharashtra 

(b) Madhya Pradesh 

(c) Telangana 

(d) Karnataka 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Amrabad Tiger Reserve lies in Nallamala 

hills of Telangana. It is India’s second-

largest tiger reserve, next only to 

Nagarjunasagar Srisailam Tiger Reserve 

(Andhra Pradesh and Telangana). It has a 

large presence of the Chenchu tribe. It 

harbours great biodiversity, consisting of 

around 70 species of mammals, more than 

300 hundred avian varieties, 60 species of 

reptiles and thousands of insects, all 

supported and nourished by more than 600 

different plant species. 
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1. Consider the following statements regarding 

Software Technology Parks of India (STPI): 

1. It is an autonomous society under the 

Ministry of Electronics and Information 

Technology (MeitY). 

2. It implements both the Software 

Technology Park (STP) scheme and the 

Electronics Hardware Technology Park 

(EHTP) scheme. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Software Technology Parks of India was 

set up in 1991 as an autonomous society 

under the Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology (MeitY). 

 STPI has been implementing the Software 

Technology Park (STP) scheme and the 

Electronics Hardware Technology Park 

(EHTP) scheme for the promotion of 

IT/ITES industry. 

 STPI’s main objective has been the 

promotion of software exports from the 

country. STPI has played a key 

developmental role in the promotion of 

software exports with a special focus on 

SMEs and startup units. 

 

2. Which of the following are the currencies that 

forms a part of Special Drawing Rights (SDR) 

of IMF: 

1. U.S Dollar 

2. JapaneseYen 

3. Pound Sterling 

4. Chinese Renminbi  

5. Euro 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1, 2, 3, 4 only  

(b) 1, 2, 3, 5 only  

(c) 4 and 5 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The value of the SDR is based on a basket 

of five currencies—the U.S. dollar, the 

euro, the Chinese renminbi, the Japanese 

yen, and the British pound sterling. 

 

3. Consider the following statements regarding 

Green Crackers: 

1. These crackers have the unique property of 

releasing water vapour, air as a dust 

suppressant. 

2. This type of crackers are regulated by 

Ministry of Environment, Forests and 

Climate change. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 
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(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

Green Crackers: 

 These crackers have the unique property of 

releasing water vapour, air as a dust 

suppressant. 

 Regulated by Petroleum and Explosives 

Safety organisation which falls under the 

aegis of Ministry of Commerce. 

 

4. With respect to the commercial banks and the 

Non-banking Financial institutions (NBFCs), 

consider the following statements: 

1. Commercial banks can accept demand 

deposits while NBFCs cannot accept 

demand deposits. 

2. Commercial banks form a part of the 

payment and settlement system while 

NBFCs do not form part of the payment 

and settlement system and cannot issue 

cheques drawn on itself. 

3. Deposit insurance facility of Deposit 

Insurance and Credit Guarantee 

Corporation is not available to depositors 

of NBFCs, unlike in case of banks. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 NBFCs lend and make investments and 

hence their activities are akin to that of 

banks; however, there are a few differences 

as given below: 

 NBFC cannot accept demand deposits; 

 NBFCs do not form part of the payment 

and settlement system and cannot issue 

cheques drawn on itself; Deposit insurance 

facility of Deposit Insurance and Credit 

Guarantee Corporation is not available to 

depositors of NBFCs, unlike in case of 

banks. So, all the three statements are 

correct. 
 

5. In the context to the Encryption of messages, 

which of the statement(s) given below is/are 

correct? 

1. Encryption technology involves 

scrambling or jumbling of the data being 

transferred in such a way that it can be 

deciphered or read only by the sender and 

the receiver 

2. Once the data leaves the starting point, it 

gets encrypted, and then it can be decrypted 

only at its intended destination and 

nowhere in between the sender and the 

receiver. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 
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(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 End-to-End Encryption (E2EE) is a new 

security feature that keeps the people’s 

information out of the hands of hackers and 

cyber-criminals. 

 Encryption technology involves 

scrambling or jumbling of the data being 

transferred in such a way that it can be 

deciphered only by the sender and the 

receiver. So, statement 1 is correct. 

 In a communication system with end-to-

end encryption feature, once the data leaves 

the starting point, it gets encrypted, and 

then it can be decrypted only at its intended 

destination and nowhere in between. So, 

statement 2 is correct. 

 In the first step, when a sender sends a 

message, it is in the form of Plaintext that 

is ordinary readable text.  

 Second, as soon as the data gets onto the 

network, it gets encrypted that is a process 

of converting ordinary readable text into a 

code with the help of special keys (a very 

long string of numbers generated by the 

software).  

 Third when the same data reaches its 

intended destination, it is decrypted that is 

a process of converting back the coded data 

to readable text with the help of special 

keys.  

 Finally, the intended receiver gets the 

message in the form of Cipher text that is 

the readable text obtained after decryption. 

 

6. With reference to Sovereign Gold Bonds, 

consider the following: 

1. Its minimum permissible investment unit is 

1 gram of gold. 

2. It has a tenure of eight years, with exit 

options are available from the fifth year. 

3. It can be bought through all designated 

scheduled commercial banks  

Which of the statements give above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above  

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

About Sovereign Gold Bonds: 

 They are government securities 

denominated in grams of gold. They are 

substitutes for holding physical gold. 

 Its objective is to reduce the demand for 

physical gold and shift a part of the 

domestic savings (used for the purchase of 

gold) into financial savings. 

 The Investors have to pay the issue price in 

cash and the bonds will be redeemed 

(bought back by the issuer) in cash on 

maturity. Issue price is the price at which 
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bonds are offered for sale when they first 

become available to the public. 

 The investor gets a fixed rate of interest on 

the investment amount throughout the 

tenure of the fund.  

 The government will pay an interest at the 

rate of 2.5% per annum. The interest is 

payable semi-annually. 

 It has a tenure of eight years, with exit 

options are available from the fifth year. 

 It will be restricted for sale to resident 

individuals, Hindu Undivided Families 

(HUFs), Trusts, Universities and 

Charitable Institutions. 

 Its minimum permissible investment unit is 

1 gram of gold. 

How to buy this Bonds? 

 It can be bought through designated 

scheduled commercial banks (except Small 

Finance Banks and Payment Banks), Stock 

Holding Corporation of India Limited, and 

designated post offices. 

 We can also buy these bonds through 

National Stock Exchange of India Limited 

and Bombay Stock Exchange(BSE) 

Limited. 

Advantages of the Gold Bond: 

 It is advisable to invest in gold for portfolio 

diversification. 

 It is considered one of the better ways of 

investing in gold as along with capital 

appreciation an investor gets a fixed rate of 

interest. 

 It is tax efficient as no capital gains is 

charged in case of redemption on maturity. 

 It a good way to ensure an investment that 

does not need physical storage of gold. 

Disadvantages of the Gold Bonds 

 In long term investment unlike physical 

gold which can be sold immediately. 

 It is listed on exchange but the trading 

volumes are not high, therefore it will be 

difficult to exit before maturity. 

 

7. In context to Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana, 

consider the following: 

1. The eligibility criteria are that no one in the 

applicant’s household should own an LPG 

connection. 

2. The Applicant can also be a recipient of 

other similar schemes provided by the 

government. 

3. The applicant must a woman above the age 

of 18 and a citizen of India. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above  

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

About Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana: 



UPSC APRIL - 2020 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 18 

www.iasgatewayy.com 
 

 It aims to provide LPG (liquefied 

petroleum gas) connections to poor 

households. 

 Its Goal is to deposit-free LPG connection 

is given to eligible with financial assistance 

of Rs 1,600 per connection by the Centre. 

About the Eligibility criteria under PMUY: 

 The applicant must a woman above the age 

of 18 and a citizen of India. 

 The applicant should belong to a BPL 

(Below Poverty Line) household. 

 No one in the applicant’s household should 

own an LPG connection. 

 The household income of the family, per 

month, must not exceed a certain limit as 

defined by the government of the Union 

Territories and State Government. 

 The name of the applicant must be in the 

list of SECC-2011 data and should match 

with the information available in the BPL 

database that Oil Marketing Companies 

have. 

 The Applicant must not be a recipient of 

other similar schemes provided by the 

government. 

About objectives of the PMUY:  

 To Empower women and protecting their 

health. 

 To Reducing the serious health hazards 

associated with cooking based on fossil 

fuel. 

 To Reducing the number of deaths in India 

due to unclean cooking fuel. 

 To Preventing young children from 

significant number of acute respiratory 

illnesses caused due to indoor air pollution 

by burning the Fossil Fuel. 

 

8. Consider the following statements regarding 

Haemophilia: 

1. Hemophilia is usually an inherited bleeding 

disorder in which the blood doesn't clot 

properly.  

2. Haemophilia can lead to spontaneous 

bleeding as well as bleeding following 

injuries or surgery. 

3. Biological fathers cannot pass hemophilia 

on to their sons 

Which of the above statements is/ are correct? 

(a)  1 and 2 only 

(b)  2 and 3 only 

(c)  1 and 3 only 

(d)  1, 2 and 3. 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

Hemophilia:  

 Hemophilia is usually an inherited bleeding 

disorder in which the blood doesn't clot 

properly.  

 This can lead to spontaneous bleeding as 

well as bleeding following injuries or 

surgery. 
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 Blood contains many proteins called 

clotting factors that can help to stop 

bleeding.  

 People with hemophilia have low levels of 

either factor VIII (8) or factor IX (9). 

 In the most common types of hemophilia, 

the faulty gene is located on the X 

chromosome.  

 Everyone has two sex chromosomes, one 

from each parent.  

 A female inherits an X chromosome from 

her mother and an X chromosome from her 

father.  

 A male inherits an X chromosome from his 

mother and a Y chromosome from his 

father. 

 This means that hemophilia almost always 

occurs in boys and is passed from mother 

to son through one of the mother’s genes.  

 Most women with the defective gene are 

simply carriers and experience no signs or 

symptoms of hemophilia.  

 But some carriers can experience bleeding 

symptoms if their clotting factors are 

moderately decreased.   

 However, about 30% of people with 

hemophilia have no family history of the 

disorder. In these people, an unexpected 

change occurs in one of the genes 

associated with hemophilia. 

 

 

9. Consider the following statements regarding 

Anastomosis: 

1. In medicine, an anastomosis typically 

refers to a connection between blood 

vessels or between two loops of the 

intestine. 

2. An anastomosis can occur naturally in the 

body, or it can be created surgically. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a)  1 only 

(b)  2 only 

(c)  Both 1 and 2 

(d)  Neither 1 or 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Anastomosis is defined as the joining or 

coalescing of different branching networks 

of tubes into a single continuous network. 

 In medicine, an anastomosis typically 

refers to a connection between blood 

vessels or between two loops of the 

intestine. 

 An anastomosis can occur naturally in the 

body, or it can be created surgically. 

Natural Anastomosis: 

 Naturally occurring anastomosis refers to 

how structures are connected biologically 

in the body.  

 For example, many veins and arteries are 

connected to each other. This helps us 

efficiently transport blood and nutrients 

throughout the body. 
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Surgical Anastomosis 

 A surgical anastomosis is an artificial 

connection made by a surgeon.  

 It may be done when an artery, vein, or part 

of the intestine is blocked off.  

 It can also be done for a tumor in part of the 

intestine.  

 A surgeon will remove the portion that’s 

blocked in a procedure called resection.  

 The two remaining parts will then be 

anastomosed, or joined together, and sewn 

or stapled. 

 

10. Plasmonic Semiconductor Nanomaterials 

(PSN), sometime seen in the news, it refers to 

(a) A semiconductor material which produces 

light by an electric arc through a gaseous 

mixture of vaporized mercury and metal 

halides 

(b) A protein transcription factor that 

increases gene transcription of a gene or 

set of genes.  

(c) A molecule or other molecular entity that 

is attracted to water molecules and tends 

to be dissolved by water.  

(d) Metal-like materials with free electrons on 

the surface that oscillate collectively when 

hit by light. 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 PSN are metal-like materials with free 

electrons on the surface that oscillate 

collectively when hit by light. 

 It uses solar light to increase the 

photocatalytic efficiency to degrade 

pollutants as well as generate renewable 

Hydrogen. 

 These materials can easily adsorb toxic 

ions like arsenic and fluoride, which are 

often found in water in North East India 

and convert it to its non toxic forms when 

they are exposed to sunlight. 

 PSN can be used for hydrogen energy 

generation, a process which has shown 

high photon to hydrogen conversion 

efficiency under visible and near infra-red 

light. 
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1. With reference to the Statutory Drawing Rights 

of the IMF, consider the following statements: 

1. The SDR is an international reserve asset, 

created by the IMF to supplement its 

member countries’ official reserves. 

2. The value of the SDR is based on a basket 

of five currencies—the U.S. dollar, the 

euro, the Chinese renminbi, the Japanese 

yen, and the British pound sterling only. 

3. The SDR is neither a currency nor a claim 

on the IMF, but it is a potential claim on the 

freely usable currencies of IMF members. 

Which of the statements given below are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 All the three statements are factual 

statements of SDR. 
 

2. In the context to the ways and means advance, 

which of the statement(s) is/are correct? 

1. They are temporary loan facilities provided 

by RBI to the government to enable it to 

meet temporary mismatches between 

revenue and expenditure. 

2. The government makes an interest payment 

to the central bank when it borrows money. 

3. The rate of interest is the 1 percent greater 

than the repo rate, while the tenure is three 

months. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The WMA scheme for the Central 

Government was introduced on April 1, 

1997, after putting an end to the four-

decade old system of adhoc (temporary) 

Treasury Bills to finance the Central 

Government deficit. 

 They are temporary loan facilities provided 

by RBI to the government to enable it to 

meet temporary mismatches between 

revenue and expenditure. 

 The government makes an interest payment 

to the central bank when it borrows money. 

 The rate of interest is the same as the repo 

rate, while the tenure is three months. 

 The limits for WMA are mutually decided 

by the RBI and the Government of India. 

 They aren’t a source of finance per se. 

Section 17(5) of the RBI Act, 1934 

authorises the central bank to lend to the 

Centre and state governments subject to 

their being repayable “not later than three 

months from the date of the making of the 

advance”. 

 When the WMA limit is crossed the 

government takes recourse to overdrafts, 
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which are not allowed beyond 10 

consecutive working days. 

 The interest rate on overdrafts would be 2 

percent more than the repo rate. 

 There are two types of Ways and Means 

Advances — normal and special. 

 Special WMA or Special Drawing Facility 

is provided against the collateral of the 

government securities held by the state. 

After the state has exhausted the limit of 

SDF, it gets normal WMA. The interest rate 

for SDF is one percentage point less than 

the repo rate. 

 The number of loans under normal WMA 

is based on a three-year average of actual 

revenue and capital expenditure of the 

state. 

 

3. With reference to International Council on 

Monuments and Sites, consider the following: 

1. It is a global non-governmental 

organization. 

2. It is an Advisory Body of the World 

Heritage Committee. 

3. It established World Heritage Day, which 

is celebrated on 18th April. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About World Heritage Day: 

 It is established by The International 

Council on Monuments and Sites 

(ICOMOS) in 1982 and the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO) approved it in 

1983. 

 It has been a day to celebrate and promote 

cultural heritage, and an opportunity to 

raise awareness about its diversity, its 

relevance, how vulnerable it can be and 

what the needs and benefits of its 

conservation are. 

 Its theme for 2020 is “Shared Cultures, 

Shared Heritage, Shared Responsibility”. 

 It is an important expression of global unity 

in the face of the ongoing worldwide health 

crisis (Covid-19 pandemic). 

 About International Council on 

Monuments and Sites 

 It is a global non-governmental 

organization associated with UNESCO. 

 Its mission is to promote the conservation, 

protection, use and enhancement of 

monuments, building complexes and sites. 

 It is an Advisory Body of the World 

Heritage Committee for the 

implementation of the World Heritage 

Convention of UNESCO, which reviews 

the nominations of cultural world heritage 
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and ensures the conservation status of 

properties. 

 India has 38 world heritage sites that 

include 30 Cultural properties, 7 Natural 

properties and 1 mixed site. 

 Its creation in 1965 is the logical outcome 

of initial conversations between architects, 

historians and international experts that 

began in the early twentieth century and 

that materialized in the adoption of the 

Venice Charter in 1964. 

 

4. In context to Kisan Rath App, consider the 

following: 

1. It is being developed by the National 

Informatics Centre -NIC  

2. It will be available only in English and 

Hindi languages. 

3. It is expected to connect farmers and 

traders to a network of more than 5 lakh 

trucks and 20,000 tractors. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

About Kisan Rath App: 

 It is being developed by the National 

Informatics Centre -NIC (backed by the 

Ministry of Electronics and Information 

Technology). 

 It will be available in eight languages 

initially, including English and Hindi. 

 It is expected to connect farmers and 

traders to a network of more than 5 lakh 

trucks and 20,000 tractors. 

 It is meant to help farmers and traders who 

are searching for vehicles to move produce.  

 It includes Primary transport: It is from the 

farm to the mandis, local warehouses or the 

collection centres of farmer producer 

organisations. Secondary transport: It is 

from the local mandis to intra-and inter-

State mandis, processing units, railway 

stations, warehouses or wholesalers. 

 It will be a stepping stone towards 

provision of timely transportation service 

at competitive rates for farmers and traders, 

besides achieving a reduction in food 

wastage. It will help in ensuring better 

prices of the produce to farmers. 

 

5. Which of the following are correctly matched? 

City   Country 

1. Hamah   –  Syria 

2. Shahr-e-kord  – Iraq 

3. Adana   –  Turkey 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 3 only 

(b) 1,3 only 

(c) 2,3 only 
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(d) 1,2,3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Shahr-e-kord is located in Iran. 

 
 

6. Choose correct statements about International 

Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure 

(CDRI): 

1. It will focus on developing resilience in 

infrastructure by sharing knowledge and 

conducting country-specific and global 

activities. 

2. It was officially launched at United Nations 

World Conference on Disaster Risk 

Reduction. 

3. It is registered as a society under the 

Societies Registration Act, 1860 of India. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1,2 only 

(b) 2,3 only 

(c) 1,3 only 

(d) 1,2,3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 It was launched by the Indian Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi at the 2019 UN 

Climate Action Summit in September 

2019. 

 

 

 

7. Arrange the following Tiger Reserves from 

North to South: 

1. Palamau 

2. Panna 

3. Bhadra 

4. Ranthambore 

Choose the correct order using the code given 

below: 

(a) 2,4,3,1 

(b) 2,4,1,3 

(c) 4,2,1,3 

(d) 4,2,3,1 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Ranthambore      -  Rajasthan 

 Panna      -  Madhya Pradesh 

 Bhadra      -  Karnataka 

 Palamau      -  Jharkhand 

 

8. Which of the following are the major missions 

under the National Biotechnology 

Development Strategy of India? 

1. Healthcare 

2. Food and Nutrition 

3. Clean Energy and Education 

Select the correct answer using the codes given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 
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 National Biotechnology Development 

Strategy -2015-2020: 

Objective: 

 To establish India as a world-class bio-

manufacturing hub. 

 To launch a major mission for the creation 

of new biotech products. 

 To create a strong infrastructure for R&D 

and commercialization. 

 To empower India’s human resources 

scientifically and technologically. 

 To provide impetus to utilising the 

knowledge and tools to the advantage of 

Humanity. 

Key Elements: 

 Building a Skilled Workforce and 

Leadership. 

 Revitalizing the knowledge environment at 

par with the growing bio-economy. 

 Enhance Research opportunities in basic, 

disciplinary and inter-disciplinary sciences. 

 Encourage use-inspired discovery research. 

 Focus on biotechnology tools for inclusive 

development. 

 Nurturing innovation, translational 

capacity and entrepreneurship. 

 Ensuring a transparent, efficient, globally 

best Regulatory system & communication 

strategy. 

 Biotechnology cooperation- Fostering 

global and national alliances. 

 Strengthen Institutional Capacity with 

redesigned governance models. 

 Create a matrix of measurement of 

processes as well as outcome. 

 Making India ready to meet the challenge 

of achieving US$100bn by 2025. 

 Creating a Technology Development and 

Translation network across the country 

with global partnership. 

 Strategic and focussed investment in 

building the Human Capital by creating a 

Life 

 Sciences and Biotechnology Education 

Council. 

 

9. Common Services Centre (CSC) programme is 

an initiative of which of the following 

Ministry? 

(a) Ministry of Science and Technology 

(b) Ministry of Skill Development 

(c) Ministry of Electronics and Information 

Technology 

(d) Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and 

Public Distribution 

Answer: c) 

Common Services Centers (CSCs): 

 It is a strategic corner stone of the National 

e-Governance Plan (NeGP), approved by 

the Government in 2006, as part of its 

commitment in the National Common 

Minimum 
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 Programme to introduce e-governance on a 

massive scale. 

 A CSC is managed by Local unemployed, 

educated youth providing opportunities for 

 direct and indirect employment. 

 They are the access points for delivery of 

various electronic services to villages in 

India, thereby contributing to a digitally 

and financially inclusive society. 

CSCs enable the three vision areas of the 

Digital India programme: 

 Digital infrastructure as a core utility to 

every citizen. Governance and services on 

demand. 

 Digital empowerment of citizens 

 

 

10. Kuno-Palpur Wildlife Sanctuary is located in 

which of the following Indian state? 

(a) Madhya Pradesh 

(b) Chhattisgarh 

(c) Odisha 

(d) Arunachal Pradesh 

Answer: a) 

Kuno-Palpur Wildlife Sanctuary: 

 It is in news since last few years due to lion 

& Cheetah rehabilitation project which in 

underway and close to completion. 

 In 2013 Supreme Court had ordered 

translocation of some lions from Gujarat to 

the KunoPalpur Wildlife Sanctuary in 

Madhya Pradesh. But no step forward was 

made in this regard. 

 Kuno Palpur forest belongs to northern 

tropical dry deciduous category. 

 There are 3 major forest types in it i.e.  

1. Salai forest,  

2. Kardhai forest and  

3. Khair forest. 

 Salai forestsoccur on plateaux and areas 

with shallow and poor soils. In these 

forests, salai forms almost pure crop.  

 The growth of trees is good and forms a 

dense cover.  

 Kardhai forests occur on ridges and slopes 

associated with the poor and rocky soils. 

The site quality of these forests is good and 

the forests constitute a dense cover.  

 Khair forests occur on plains, the site 

generally associated with sandy soils. 

These forests are open and adjoin 

habitation. 
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1. With reference to Temporary Ration Cards, 

consider the following: 

1. It uses one-time Aadhaar authentication to 

open accounts for the people with the India 

Post Payments Bank. 

2. It includes individuals belonging to the 

Primitive Tribes and the transgender 

community  

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

Highlights: 

 It is a first innovation of its kind to help 

larger numbers of people access 

government benefits during the Covid-19 

lockdown. 

 It will use one-time Aadhaar authentication 

to open accounts for the people with the 

India Post Payments Bank. It would serve 

as the only authentication that will be 

needed for these undocumented people to 

draw rations from the PDS system. 

 It will enable the home delivery of grains at 

the gram panchayat level to avoid crowds 

and maintain physical distancing. 

 It will include individuals belonging to the 

Primitive Tribes and the transgender 

community who are often left out of the 

ambit of such benefits. 

 The Identification of the beneficiaries has 

been given to the village police patil, who 

maintains records of outsiders in a register. 

 According to the National Food Security 

Act (NFSA), 2013, the gram sabha has the 

right to identify beneficiaries — however, 

in the current situation when the gram 

sabha is not functional, a committee of 

three viz., the gram panchayat’s sarpanch, 

a member of the gram sabha, and the local 

police patil will identify them. 

 Its only verification that will be carried out 

is that of the kitchen of the beneficiary to 

prove that they qualify for the scheme. 

 It will widen and deepen the scope and 

reach of the Sharad Bhojan Yojana, under 

which cooked meals are provided to people 

in Pune district at concessional rates. It is 

modelled after the Maharashtra 

government’s flagship Shiv Bhojan 

Yojana, which serves subsidised meals to 

the poor. 

 The Janakidevi Bajaj Gram Vikas 

Sansthan, the Corporate Social 

Responsibility (CSR) wing of the Bajaj 

Group, will be the corporate CSR partner 

of the Pune Zilla Parishad for the scheme. 
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2. With reference to the ‘Geographical Indication 

(GI) status’, consider the following statements: 

1. It is used to identify goods having special 

characteristics originating from a definite 

geographical territory. 

2. It is administered by the Controller General 

of Patents, Designs and TradeMarks, under 

the Ministry of Commerce & Industry. 

3. The registration of a geographical 

indication is valid for a period of 15 years. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Geographical Indication (GI) is an 

indication used to identify goods having 

special characteristics originating from a 

definite geographical territory.  

 The Geographical Indications of Goods 

(Registration and Protection) Act, 1999 

seeks to provide for the registration and 

better protection of geographical 

indications relating to goods in India. The 

Act is administered by the Controller 

General of Patents, Designs and 

TradeMarks, under the Ministry of 

Commerce & Industry. 

 The registration of a geographical 

indication is valid for a period of 10 years. 

It can be renewed from time to time for a 

further period of 10 years each. 

 

3. Consider the following, with regard to Foreign 

Direct Investment: 

1. It is an investment from a party in one 

country into a business or corporation in 

another country with the intention of 

establishing a lasting interest. 

2. It can be made by expanding one’s business 

into a foreign country or by becoming the 

owner of a company in another country. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

Foreign Direct Investment: 

 It is an investment from a party in one 

country into a business or corporation in 

another country with the intention of 

establishing a lasting interest. 

 Lasting interest differentiates FDI from 

foreign portfolio investments, where 

investors passively hold securities from a 

foreign country. 

 Foreign direct investment can be made by 

expanding one’s business into a foreign 

country or by becoming the owner of a 

company in Another Country. 
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4. With reference to the Aarogya Setu App, 

which of the statement(s) given below is/are 

correct? 

1. Aarogya Setu app has been launched by the 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

2. It will help people in identifying the risk of 

getting affected by the Coronavirus. 

3. It will calculate risk based on the user's 

interaction with others, using cutting edge 

Bluetooth technology, algorithms and 

artificial intelligence. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Aarogya Setu app has been launched by the 

Ministry of Electronics and Information 

Technology. So, statement 1 is not correct. 

 It will help people in identifying the risk of 

getting affected by the Coronavirus. So, 

statement 2 is correct. 

 It will calculate risk based on the user's 

interaction with others, using cutting edge 

Bluetooth technology, algorithms and 

artificial intelligence. So, statement 3 is 

correct. 

 Once installed in a smartphone, the app 

detects other nearby devices with Aarogya 

Setu installed. 

 The App will help the Government take 

necessary timely steps for assessing risk of 

spread of COVID-19 infection, and 

ensuring isolation where required. 

 

5. Consider the following statements: 

1. Greenfield investments include building 

new production facilities in an 

environmentally sustainable manner. 

2. Brownfield investments are those used for 

purchasing or leasing existing production 

facilities to launch a new production 

activity. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Greenfield investments include building 

new production facilities in a foreign 

country. It refers to investment in a 

manufacturing, office, or other physical 

company-related structure or group of 

structures in an area where no previous 

facilities exist. So, statement 1 is not 

correct. 

 Brownfield investments are those used for 

purchasing or leasing existing production 

facilities to launch a new production 

activity. So, statement 2 is correct. 
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6. Indian tricolour flag was recently projected on 

the Matterhorn Mountain, to express solidarity 

to all Indians in the fight against COVID-19. 

Matterhorn Mountain belongs to which of the 

following mountains? 

(a) Alps Mountain 

(b) Himalayan Mountain Ranges 

(c) Snowy Mountains 

(d) Mount Kenya 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Indian Tricolour of more than 1,000 meters 

in size was projected on Matterhorn 

Mountain, Zermatt, Switzerland to express 

solidarity to all Indians in the fight against 

COVID-19. 

 The Matterhorn is a mountain of the Alps, 

straddling the main watershed and border 

between Switzerland and Italy. It is a large, 

near-symmetric pyramidal peak in the 

extended Monte Rosa area of the Pennine 

Alps, whose summit is 4,478 metres 

(14,692 ft) high, making it one of the 

highest summits in the Alps and Europe. 

 The mountain overlooks the Swiss town of 

Zermatt, in the canton of Valais, to the 

north-east and the Italian town of Breuil-

Cervinia in the Aosta Valley to the south. 

 The Matterhorn is mainly composed of 

gneisses (originally fragments of the 

African Plate before the Alpine orogeny) 

from the Dent Blanche nappe, lying over 

ophiolites and sedimentary rocks of the 

Penninic nappes. 

 Sometimes referred to as the Mountain of 

Mountains, the Matterhorn has become an 

iconic emblem of the Alps in general. 
 

7. Consider the following statements regarding 

Indian Red Cross Society: 

1. It is a statutory body created under the 

Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993. 

2. The President of India is the President and 

the Union Health Minister is the Chairman 

of the Society. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

Indian Red Cross Society: 

 Indian Red Cross Society (IRCS) was 

established in 1920 under the Indian Red 

Cross Society Act. 

 The President of India is the President and 

the Union Health Minister is the Chairman 

of the Society. 

 The Indian Red Cross is a voluntary 

humanitarian organization providing relief 

in times of disasters/emergencies and 

promotes health & care of the vulnerable 

people and communities. 



UPSC APRIL - 2020 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 21 

www.iasgatewayy.com 
 

 The Mission of the Indian Red Cross is to 

inspire, encourage and initiate at all times 

all forms of humanitarian activities so that 

human suffering can be minimized and 

even prevented and thus contribute to 

creating more congenial climate for peace. 

 

8. Consider the following statements regarding 

New Development Bank (NDB): 

1. It is a multilateral development bank jointly 

founded by the G20 countries excluding 

European Union. 

2. It has received an observer status in the 

United Nations General Assembly. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 It is a multilateral development bank jointly 

founded by the BRICS countries (Brazil, 

Russia, India, China and South Africa) at 

the 6th BRICS Summit in Fortaleza, Brazil 

in 2014. 

 In 2018, the NDB received observer status 

in the United Nations General Assembly, 

establishing a firm basis for active and 

fruitful cooperation with the UN. 

 It is headquartered at Shanghai, China. 

 It was formed to support infrastructure and 

sustainable development efforts in BRICS 

and other underserved, emerging 

economies for faster development through 

innovation and cutting-edge technology. 

 

9. Consider the following statements regarding 

Additional Tier 1 Bonds: 

1. It is secured perpetual bonds issued by 

banks. 

2. Banks can also reduce the principal value 

of these bonds temporarily. 

3. If these bonds became non-viable, then RBI 

can decide on a complete write down of 

these bonds. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All of the above 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 AT-1 bonds are a type of unsecured, 

perpetual bonds that banks issue to shore up 

their core capital base to meet the Basel-III 

norms. So statement 1 is incorrect. 

 Banks issuing AT-1 bonds can skip interest 

payouts for a particular year or even reduce 

the bonds’ face value. 

 AT-1 bonds are regulated by RBI. If the 

RBI feels that a bank needs a rescue, it can 

simply ask the bank to write off its 
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outstanding AT-1 bonds without consulting 

its investors. 

 

10. Which of the following are countries often 

referred as Golden Triangle where most of the 

world’s heroin came from & more number of 

illicit opium traded? 

1. Afghanistan 

2. Myanmar 

3. Malaysia 

4. Laos 

5. Thailand 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1,2,3 only 

(b) 2,3,4,5 only 

(c) 1,4,5 only 

(d) 2,4,5 only 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

The Golden Triangle: 

 The Golden Triangle is located in 

Southeast Asia comprising of three 

contiguous countries of Laos, Thailand and 

Myanmar from East to West. 

 Myanmar is the largest country; Laos is the 

only landlocked country not only of the 

Golden Triangle but also of that of the 

entire Southeast Asia and Thailand has the 

largest coastline in the region. 

 The Golden Triangle is the world's second 

largest illicit opium producing region with 

a potential production of 5,020 metric tons 

out of which, Myanmar itself has 30,900 

metric tons followed by 10,000 metric tons 

in Laos and Thailand having the least 

production of 128 metric tons in 2005 

(UNODC, INCSR, 2006). Laos is more 

that of trans-shipment country. Thailand 

and Myanmar are money laundering 

countries. 
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1. With respect to the Biological Oxygen 

Demand (BOD), consider the following 

statements: 

1. It is the amount of dissolved oxygen needed 

by microorganisms to decompose organic 

matter under anaerobic reaction. 

2. The more organic matter there is the greater 

is the BOD; and the greater the BOD, the 

lower the amount of dissolved oxygen 

available for higher animals such as fishes. 

3. A higher BOD level means that more 

oxygen is needed to decompose a large 

quantity of organic matter present in the 

water. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 It is the amount of dissolved oxygen needed 

by microorganisms to decompose organic 

matter (waste or pollutants) under aerobic 

reaction (in the presence of oxygen). 

Anaerobic reaction is without the presence 

of oxygen. So, statement 1 is not correct. 

 The more organic matter there is (e.g., in 

sewage and polluted bodies of water), the 

greater is the BOD; and the greater the 

BOD, the lower the amount of dissolved 

oxygen available for higher animals such as 

fishes. So, statement 2 is correct. 

 A higher BOD level means that more 

oxygen is needed to decompose a large 

quantity of organic matter present in the 

water. So, statement 3 is correct. 

 So, a higher value of BOD means that the 

water is more polluted. 

 The BOD is therefore a reliable gauge of 

the organic pollution of a water body. 

 One of the main reasons for treating 

wastewater prior to its discharge into a 

water resource is to lower its BOD i.e. to 

reduce its need of oxygen and thereby 

lessen its demand from the streams, lakes, 

rivers, or estuaries into which it is released. 

 Dissolved Oxygen is the amount of oxygen 

dissolved and present in the water which is 

needed for aquatic life to survive. The 

quality of water increases with an increase 

in DO levels. 

 A DO level of 5 mg/l or above is the 

recommended level for bathing in a river. 

 

2. Which of the following is/are not the tributaries 

of the River Yamuna? 

1. Son 

2. Chambal 

3. Sind 

4. Betwa 

5. Ken 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 
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(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 5 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 2, 3 and 4 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The river Yamuna, a major tributary of 

river Ganges, originates from the 

Yamunotri glacier near Bandarpoonch 

peaks in the Mussoorie range of the lower 

Himalayas at an elevation of about 6387 

meters above mean sea level in Uttarkashi 

district of Uttarakhand. 

 It meets the Ganges at the Sangam (where 

Kumbh mela is held) in Prayagraj, Uttar 

Pradesh after flowing through Uttarakhand, 

Himachal Pradesh, Haryana and Delhi. 

 Important Dams are Lakhwar-Vyasi Dam 

(Uttarakhand), Tajewala Barrage Dam 

(Haryana) etc. 

 Important Tributaries are Chambal, Sindh, 

Betwa and Ken. 

 Son is the tributary of the River Ganga. 

 

3. ICMR recently asked the states to stop the 

Rapid Tests for the pandemic COVID-19. 

With respect to the Rapid Tests which of the 

statements given below is/are correct? 

1. It is a simple test that can be done with a 

person’s blood sample and will give out 

results within 10-30 minutes. 

2. Rapid testing is conducted usually to check 

for community transmission of a virus 

during an epidemic. 

3. It can check only whether there is a 

presence of antibody in the body and 

cannot indicate about the confirmation of 

the particular viral infection. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 A rapid test is conducted to determine 

whether there has been any kind of recent 

viral infection in a person’s body. 

 When a pathogen enters a human body, 

specific antibodies are released as a 

response to the virus. 

 A rapid test can detect the presence of such 

antibodies in blood, serum or plasma 

samples quickly, indicating a viral 

infection. However the confirmation is not 

accurate in Rapid Tests. 

 Rapid testing is conducted usually to check 

for community transmission of a virus 

during an epidemic. 

 Rapid tests can be used to conduct 

screening within the community and 

identify those with suspected infection, put 

them under observation and if required, 
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subject them to the PCR test for 

coronavirus confirmation. 

 According to the health department, it is a 

simple test that can be done with a person’s 

blood sample and will give out results 

within 10-30 minutes. It is also a low-cost 

test. 

 So all the three statements are correct. 

 
 

4. In context to Daporijo Bridge, consider the 

following: 

1. It is constructed the Daporijo bridge over 

Subansiri river in Arunachal Pradesh. 

2. Subansiri River is the largest tributary of 

Brahmaputra River. 

3. It is an importance in strategic connectivity 

as it links roads leading upto the Line of 

Actual Control (LAC). 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) 

constructed the Daporijo bridge over 

Subansiri river in Arunachal Pradesh  

 It is of utmost importance in strategic 

connectivity as it links roads leading upto 

the Line of Actual Control (LAC) between 

India and China. 

 The Subansiri River (gold river) originates 

in the Tibet Plateau and enters India 

through Miri hills in Arunachal Pradesh. It 

is the largest tributary of Brahmaputra 

River. 

About Border Roads Organisation: 

 It was conceived and raised in 1960 by 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru for coordinating 

the speedy development of a network of 

roads in the North and the North Eastern 

border regions of the country. 

 It works under the administrative control of 

the Ministry of Defence. 

 It is regarded as a symbol of nation-

building, national integration and an 

inseparable component in maintaining the 

security and integrity of the country. 

 It has diversified into a large spectrum of 

construction and development works 

comprising airfields, building projects, 

defence works and tunnelling and has 

endeared itself to the people. 

 

 

5. Consider the following, with regard to Sardar 

Vallabhbhai Patel: 

1. He was the first Home Minister and Deputy 

Prime Minister of independent India. 

2. He was given the title 'Sardar' by women of 

Bardoli. 

3. He is also remembered as the ‘Patron saint 

of India’s civil servants’  

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 
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(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel: 

 He was born on 31st October, 1875 in 

Nadiad, Gujarat. 

 He was the first Home Minister and Deputy 

Prime Minister of independent India. 

 He played an important role in the 

integration of many Indian princely states 

to make an Indian federation. 

 Women of Bardoli bestowed the title 

‘Sardar’ on Vallabhbhai Patel, which 

means ‘a Chief or a Leader’. 

 He is also remembered as the ‘Patron saint 

of India’s civil servants’ as he established 

the modern all-India services system. 

 The Statue of Unity at Kevadiya in 

Narmada district of Gujarat was built in his 

honour. 

 

6. With reference to National Security Council, 

consider the following: 

1. It acts as the apex body, headed by Chief of 

Defence Staff. 

2. It comprises of the three tier structure- 

Strategic Policy Group (SPG), the National 

Security Advisory Board (NSAB) and the 

National Security Council Secretariat. 

Which of the following statements given above 

is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

About National Security Council: 

 It is a three-tiered organization that 

oversees political, economic, energy and 

security issues of strategic concern. 

 It is formed it in 1999, where all aspects of 

national security are deliberated upon by it. 

 It acts as the apex body, headed by the 

Prime Minister. It operates within the 

executive office of the Prime Minister of 

India, liaising between the government’s 

executive branch and the intelligence 

services, advising leadership on 

intelligence and security issues. 

 Its members are the Ministers of Home 

Affairs, Defence, External Affairs and 

Finance. 

 It comprises of the three tier structure- 

Strategic Policy Group (SPG), the National 

Security Advisory Board (NSAB) and the 

National Security Council Secretariat. 

 SPG: It is chaired by the Cabinet Secretary 

is the principal forum for inter-ministerial 

coordination and integration of the relevant 

inputs. 
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 NSAB: It undertakes long-term analysis 

and provides perspectives on issues of 

national security. 

 

7. Consider the following statements regarding 

Bio-Medical Waste Management Rules: 

1. These rules have been notified by the 

Ministry of Chemicals and 

pharmaceuticals. 

2. As per these rules, Bio-medical waste has 

been classified into 10 categories to 

improve the segregation of waste at source. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The Ministry of Environment, Forest & 

Climate Change notified the Bio-Medical 

Waste Management Rules in 2016. The 

new set of Rules replaced the Bio-Medical 

Waste (Management and Handling) Rules, 

1998. So, statement 1 is not correct. 

 Bio-medical waste has been classified into 

4 categories instead of the earlier 10 

categories to improve the segregation of 

waste at source. So, statement 2 is not 

correct. 

 

 

 

8. Consider the following statements regarding 

United Nations General Assembly: 

1. Only 15 out of 193 Member States of the 

UN are represented in the General 

Assembly. 

2. All the decisions of the General Assembly 

are taken through Simple Majority. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 All 193 Member States of the UN are 

represented in the General Assembly, 

making it the only UN body with universal 

representation. So, statement 1 is not 

correct. 

 Decisions on important questions, such as 

those on peace and security, admission of 

new members and budgetary matters, 

require a two-thirds majority of the General 

Assembly. 

 Decisions on other questions are by simple 

majority. So, statement 2 is not correct. 

 

9. Consider the following statements regarding 

Maternity Benefit (Amendment Act), 2017: 

1. This act is applicable to both adoptive 

mothers as well as commissioning mothers 

who use surrogates to bear a child. 
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2. It is compulsory for the employer to inform 

the benefits of the act to the employee 

during the time of joining. 

3. This act also introduces the option of 

“Work from Home”, but it is not 

mandatory. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 All the given statements are correct. 

Relevant Provisions of the act are given 

below: 

 The Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act 

2017 has extended the benefits applicable 

to the adoptive and commissioning mothers 

and provides that woman who adopts a 

child will be given 12 weeks of maternity 

leave from the date of adoption. 

 The Act has introduced an enabling 

provision relating to “work from home” 

that can be exercised after the expiry of 26 

weeks’ leave period. Depending upon the 

nature of work, a woman can avail of this 

provision on such terms that are mutually 

agreed with the employer. 

 The amended act makes it compulsory for 

the employers to educate women about the 

maternity benefits available to them at the 

time of their appointment 

 

10. Which of the following are often referred to as 

“Four Balance Sheet Challenge”: 

1. Infrastructure Companies 

2. Stock market Exchanges 

3. Public sector Banks 

4. NBFC 

5. Real Estate companies 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1,2,3,5 only  

(b) 1,3,4,5 only 

(c) 2,3,4,5 only 

(d) 1,2,3,4 only 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Four Balance Sheet Challenge of the Indian 

economy involves Banks, Corporates, 

NBFC, Real Estate. 
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1. “United for Biodiversity”, recently in news is 

initiated by 

1. UNEP 

2. FAO 

3. IUCN 

4. None of the Above 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The European Commission (EC) has 

launched the ‘United for Biodiversity’ 

coalition. It was launched on World 

Wildlife Day 2020- 3rd March. 

 The coalition is made up of zoos, 

aquariums, botanical gardens, national 

parks, and natural history and science 

museums from around the world. 

 The coalition offers the opportunity for all 

such institutions to “join forces and boost 

public awareness about the nature crisis, 

ahead of the crucial COP-15 of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity in 

Kunming, China in October 2020. 

 These organisations are vital not only for 

cataloguing and preserving the natural 

world, but are indispensable and invaluable 

centres for education and mobilisation — 

particularly for young leaders and decision-

makers of the future. 

 

2. Consider the following statements regarding 

Indian Bank Association (IBA): 

1. Only officials from Public sector banks 

form a part of IBA. 

2. It falls under the purview of “Public 

Authority” as per RTI Act, 2005. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Indian Banks Association Established in 

1946 

 HQ - Mumbai 

 It is an association of Indian Banks and 

financial Institutions. 

 It is not considered as a “Public Authority” 

as per RTI Act. 

 The members comprise of: 

 Public Sector Banks. 

 Private Sector Banks. 

 Foreign Banks having offices in India. 

 Co-operative Banks. 

 Regional Rural Banks. 

 All India Financial Institution. 
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3. Land Records and Services Index – 2020  

(N–LRSI- 2020) is Released by: 

(a) National Council of Applied Economic 

research. 

(b) Confederation of Indian Industries (CII) 

(c) Quality Council of India 

(d) NABARD 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The National Council of Applied 

Economic Research (NCAER) released 

NCAER Land Records and Services Index 

(N-LRSI 2020) recently. 

 The index assesses the digitisation of land 

records and their quality in 33 states and 

Union Territories (UTs). 

 As per the index, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, 

Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, and Tamil 

Nadu are the five best-performing states.  

 

4. Which of the following are Bacterial Disease? 

1. Tuberculosis 

2. Salmonella 

3. Malaria 

4. Brucellosis 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1,2,3 only  

(b) 2,3,4 only 

(c) 1,2,4 only 

(d) 1,3,4 only 

Answer: c) 

 

Explanation: 

 Malaria is not caused by a virus or bacteria. 

Malaria is caused by a parasite known as 

Plasmodium, which is normally spread 

through infected mosquitoes. A mosquito 

takes a blood meal from an infected human, 

taking in Plasmodia which are in the blood. 

 

5. With reference to the Indra Sawhney case, 

which of the statement(s) given below is/are 

correct? 

1. The Court rejected the additional 

reservation of 10% for poorer sections of 

higher castes, but it upheld the 

constitutional validity of 27% reservation 

for the OBCs with certain conditions. 

2. No reservation in promotions; reservation 

should be confined to initial appointments 

only. 

3. The carry forward rule in case of unfilled 

vacancies should not violate 50% rule. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 In the famous Mandal case (Indra Sawhney 

v. Union of India 1992), the scope and 

extent of Article 16(4), which provides for 

reservation of jobs in favour of backward 
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classes, has been examined thoroughly by 

the Supreme Court.  

 Though the Court has rejected the 

additional reservation of 10% for poorer 

sections of higher castes, it upheld the 

constitutional validity of 27% reservation 

for the OBCs with certain conditions, viz, 

 The advanced sections among the OBCs 

(the creamy layer) should be excluded from 

the list of beneficiaries of reservation. 

 No reservation in promotions; reservation 

should be confined to initial appointments 

only. Any existing reservation in 

promotions can continue for five years only 

(i.e., upto 1997). 

 The total reserved quota should not exceed 

50% except in some extraordinary 

situations. This rule should be applied 

every year. 

 The ‘carry forward rule’ in case of unfilled 

(backlog) vacancies is valid. But it should 

not violate 50% rule. 

 A permanent statutory body should be 

established to examine complaints of over-

inclusion and under-inclusion in the list of 

OBCs. 

 However, it is also to be noted that the 

Parliament has passed the 124th 

Constitution Amendment Bill (10% Quota 

Bill) to provide for 10% reservation for 

economically weaker sections (EWS) 

among the general category candidates in 

higher education and government 

employment in the year 2019. 

 So, all the Three statements are correct. 

 

6. In the context to the Epidemic Diseases 

(Amendment) Ordinance 2020, which of the 

statement(s) is/are not correct? 

1. Whoever commits or abets the 

commitment of violence against health care 

worker, shall be punished with 

imprisonment ranging from 3 months to 5 

years, and penalty ranging from Rs 50,000 

to 2 lakh. 

2. The Ordinance states that in case of damage 

to vehicles or clinics of doctors or 

healthcare workers, the perpetrators would 

have to pay double the market cost of the 

damaged asset as compensation. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Whoever commits or abets the 

commitment of violence against health care 

worker, shall be punished with 

imprisonment ranging from 3 months to 5 

years, and penalty ranging from Rs 50,000 

to 2 lakh. So, the statement 1 is correct. 
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 In case of a very serious attack, the 

imprisonment may be for a minimum 

period of 6 months and maximum of 7 

years, with penalty ranging from Rs 1 lakh 

to 5 lakh. 

 As per the Ordinance, investigation into the 

incidents of attacks on doctors and 

healthcare workers has to be conducted by 

a senior inspector and be completed within 

30 days. 

 Court proceedings related to these cases 

shall also be conducted in a time-bound 

manner, and have to be decided within a 

year. 

 The Ordinance also provides that the court 

shall presume that such person has 

committed such offence, unless the 

contrary is proved. 

 The Ordinance states that in case of damage 

to vehicles or clinics of doctors or 

healthcare workers, the perpetrators would 

have to pay double the market cost of the 

damaged asset as compensation. So, the 

statement 2 is correct. 

 Upon failure to pay the compensation 

awarded, such amount shall be recovered as 

an arrear of land revenue under the 

Revenue Recovery Act, 1890. 

 

 

 

7. Which of the following conditions are eligible 

criteria for the 10% reservation in the EWS 

quota? 

1. All members of whose family together earn 

less than Rs. 10 lakh per annum. 

2. Have less than 5 acres of agricultural land. 

3. Do not possess a residential flat of area 

1000 sq. ft. or larger. 

4. Do not possess a residential plot of area 200 

yards or more in notified municipalities and 

100 yards or more in areas other than 

notified municipalities. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1 and 4 only 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The Qualifying criteria for 10% quota are 

as follows: 

 All members of whose family together earn 

less than Rs. 8 lakh per annum. 

 Have less than 5 acres of agricultural land. 

 Do not possess a residential flat of area 

1000 sq. ft. or larger. 

 Do not possess a residential plot of area 100 

yards or more in notified municipalities and 

200 yards or more in areas other than 

notified municipalities. 

 So the correct eligibility criteria is 2 and 3 

only. 
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8. Consider the following, with regard to Earth 

Day Network: 

1. It is a non-profit organization whose 

mission is to activate the environmental 

movement worldwide 

2. It coordinates the celebration of World 

Earth Day. 

3. The theme of Earth Day 2020 is “Climate 

Action”. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 This year 2020 marks 50 years since the 

start of this modern environmental 

movement in 1970. 

 The theme of Earth Day 2020 is “Climate 

Action”. 

 It was first celebrated in 1970, and is now 

coordinated globally by the Earth Day 

Network and celebrated in more than 193 

countries each year. 

 It also recognizes a collective 

responsibility, as called for in the 1992 Rio 

Declaration (Earth Summit), to promote 

harmony with nature and the Earth to 

achieve a just balance among the economic, 

social and environmental needs of present 

and future generations of humanity. 

 The Paris Agreement was also opened for 

signature on 22 April 2016 – Earth Day – 

at UN Headquarters in New York. 

 It encourages people to take more steps for 

the protection of nature and to thank mother 

earth for the rich environment. 

 This year it is celebrated Digitally. As 

people have to stay inside their homes amid 

Covid-19 lockdown, World Earth Day 

2020 is all set to be celebrated digitally. 

People who plan on participating can join 

’24 hours of action’. 

 One can also take 22 challenges that 

include measuring your carbon footprint, 

doing a plastic audit, skype a scientist, 

work for the earth, zero waste for one day 

and consume 1 meal per day this week on a 

plant-based diet. 

 Earth Day Network is a non-profit 

organization whose mission is to diversify, 

educate and activate the environmental 

movement worldwide. Its head office is 

located in Washington DC, USA. 
 

 

9. In context to e-Raktkosh Portal, consider the 

following: 

1. It is a Centralized Blood Bank 

Management System. 

2. It is inaugurated by Minister of Health and 

Family Welfare (MoHWFW) 
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3. It enforces Drug & Cosmetic Act, National 

blood policy standards and guidelines 

ensuring proper management of blood. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About e-Raktkosh Portal: 

 It is a Centralized Blood Bank 

Management System. 

 It is a comprehensive IT solution to 

standardize and streamline the standard 

operating procedures, guidelines and 

workflow of blood banks across the nation. 

 It was inaugurated by Minister of Health 

and Family Welfare (MoHWFW) 

 It enforces Drug & Cosmetic Act, National 

blood policy standards and guidelines 

ensuring proper management of blood. 

 It has components for management of the 

blood donation life cycle which includes: 

 The biometric Donor Management System 

 Blood grouping, 

 TTI screening, 

 antibody screening, 

 A centralized Blood Inventory 

Management System 

 Bio-Medical Waste Management System 

for disposal of discarded blood 

About Blood Disorder 

 It is defined as any condition that impacts 

one or more parts of the blood, usually 

interfering with its ability to work 

correctly. 

 It can be categorised as Common Blood 

Disorder like anaemia and Rare Blood 

Disorder like thalassemia. 

Types of Blood Disorder Affecting 

 Red Blood Cells like Anemia, Pernicious 

anemia (B12 deficiency), Aplastic anemia, 

Autoimmune hemolytic anemia etc. 

 White Blood Cells like Lymphoma, 

Leukemia, Multiple myeloma. 

 Blood Plasma like haemophilia 

 Platelets like thrombocytopenia. 

 

10. With reference to Unlawful Activities 

(Prevention) Act, consider the following: 

1. It refers to any action taken by an 

individual or association intended to 

disrupt the territorial integrity and 

sovereignty of India. 

2. It assigns absolute power to the state 

government, by way of an Official Gazette. 

3. It has death penalty and life imprisonment 

as highest punishments. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 
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(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

About UAPA: 

 It was passed in 1967. It aims at effective 

prevention of unlawful activities 

associations in India. 

 It refers to any action taken by an 

individual or association intended to 

disrupt the territorial integrity and 

sovereignty of India. 

 It assigns absolute power to the central 

government, by way of which if the Centre 

deems an activity as unlawful then it may, 

by way of an Official Gazette, declare it so. 

 It has death penalty and life imprisonment 

as highest punishments. 

 It can charge both Indian and foreign 

nationals. It will be applicable to the 

offenders in the same manner, even if crime 

is committed on a foreign land, outside 

India. 

 Under the UAPA, the investigating agency 

can file a charge sheet in maximum 180 

days after the arrests and the duration can 

be extended further after intimating the 

court. 

 In 2004 amendment, added “terrorist act" 

to the list of offences to ban organisations 

for terrorist activities, under which 34 

outfits were banned. 

 In August, Parliament cleared the Unlawful 

Activities (Prevention) Amendment Bill, 

2019 to designate individuals as terrorists 

on certain grounds provided in the Act. 

 It empowers the Director General of 

National Investigation Agency (NIA) to 

grant approval of seizure or attachment of 

property when the case is investigated by 

the said agency. 

 It empowers the officers of the NIA, of the 

rank of Inspector or above, to investigate 

cases of terrorism in addition to those 

conducted by the DSP or ACP or above 

rank officer in the state. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



UPSC APRIL - 2020 
DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 24 

www.iasgatewayy.com 
 

1. In Context to Classical Swine Fever, consider 

the following: 

1. It is also known as hog cholera. 

2. It is a viral disease that affects pigs, goat 

and cows. 

3. Is outbreak can be prevented by applying 

strict and rigorous sanitary treatment. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

About Classical Swine Fever: 

 Classical Swine Fever is also known as hog 

cholera and is a contagious viral disease of 

domestic and wild swine. 

 It is a viral disease that affects pigs only. It 

can be controlled by proper vaccination of 

pigs in time. 

 African Swine Fever is another kind of 

swine fever. 

 Prevention and Control measures: 

 The Affected pigs must be slaughtered and 

the carcass buried or burnt. 

 The first barrier to prevent an outbreak of 

the CSF is to apply strict and rigorous 

sanitary treatment. 

 Vaccination can prevent the spread of the 

disease. 

 The OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code 

defines the requirements for a country or a 

zone to be considered free of the disease. 

 About OIE- World Organisation for 

Animal Health 

 It is an intergovernmental organisation 

responsible for improving animal health 

worldwide. 

 In 2018, it had a total of 182 Member 

Countries. India is one of the member 

countries. 

 Its standards are recognised by the World 

Trade Organization as reference 

international sanitary rules. It is 

headquartered in Paris, France. 

 

2. With reference to OIE- World Organisation for 

Animal Health, consider the following: 

1. It is an intergovernmental organisation 

responsible for improving animal health 

worldwide. 

2. It defines the requirements for a country or 

a zone to be considered free of the disease. 

3. India is one of the member countries. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 
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Explanation: 

About OIE- World Organisation for Animal 

Health: 

 It is an intergovernmental organisation 

responsible for improving animal health 

worldwide. 

 In 2018, it had a total of 182 Member 

Countries. India is one of the member 

countries. 

 Its standards are recognised by the World 

Trade Organization as reference 

international sanitary rules. It is 

headquartered in Paris, France. 

 The OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code 

defines the requirements for a country or a 

zone to be considered free of the disease. 

 

3. In context to Reverse Vaccinology, consider 

the following: 

1. It is defined as use of genomic information 

with the aid of computers for the 

preparation of vaccines without culturing 

microorganism. 

2. It has been used for developing 

vaccinations for meningococcal and 

staphylococcal infections all through the 

world. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c 

Explanation: 

About Reverse Vaccinology: 

 Reverse Vaccinology is defined as use of 

genomic information with the aid of 

computers for the preparation of vaccines 

without culturing microorganism. 

 It helps in the examination of the genome 

of an organism in order to identify novel 

antigens and epitopes that might constitute 

vaccine candidates. 

 It has been used for developing 

vaccinations for meningococcal and 

staphylococcal infections all through the 

world. 

 In reverse vaccinology identification of 

candidate antigens (potential target for 

vaccine preparation) is possible without the 

need to grow the pathogen in a shorter time. 

 It is a serious infection of the thin lining 

that surrounds the brain and spinal cord. 

 Staphylococcal infections are caused by 

staphylococcus bacteria commonly found 

on the skin or in the nose of even healthy 

individuals. 

 Antigen is a toxin or other foreign 

substance which induces an immune 

response in the body, 

 Epitope is a portion of a foreign protein, or 

antigen, that is capable of stimulating an 

immune response. 
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4. With respect to the MGNREGS, consider the 

following statements: 

1. The Ministry of Rural Development is 

monitoring the entire implementation of 

this scheme in association with state 

governments. 

2. Within 15 days of submitting the 

application or from the day work is 

demanded, wage employment will be 

provided to the applicant and in case of no 

work allotted, unemployment allowance is 

provided. 

3. It is the District Magistrate who approves 

the shelf of works under MGNREGA and 

fixes their priority. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The Ministry of Rural Development is 

monitoring the entire implementation of 

this scheme in association with state 

governments. So, statement 1 is correct. 

 Within 15 days of submitting the 

application or from the day work is 

demanded, wage employment will be 

provided to the applicant and in case of no 

work allotted, unemployment allowance is 

provided. So, statement 2 is correct. 

 It is the Gram Sabha and Gram Panchayat 

which approves the shelf of works under 

MGNREGA and fixes their priority. So, 

statement 3 is not correct. 

 

5. With reference to powers of the Governor, 

which of the statement(s) given below is/are 

correct? 

1. Governor has the discretionary powers to 

invite the leader of the largest 

party/alliance, post-election, to form the 

government. 

2. The Governors report on the breakdown of 

the constitutional machinery is beyond the 

judicial review of the judiciary. 

3.  There is no fixed term for governor's 

office, but he/she can be terminated if the 

acts are upheld by courts as 

unconstitutional and malafide. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Governor has the discretionary powers to 

invite the leader of the largest 

party/alliance, post-election, to form the 

government. So, statement 1 is correct. 

 The S.R. Bommai verdict allows the 

Supreme Court to investigate claims of 
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malafide in the Governor’s report however 

the SC said that while the subjective 

satisfaction of the President regarding such 

a breakdown was beyond judicial scrutiny. 

So, statement 2 is not correct. 

 The term of governor's office is normally 5 

years but it can be terminated earlier by: 

 Dismissal by the president on the advice of 

the council of minister headed by the prime 

minister of the country.  

 Dismissal of governors without a valid 

reason is not permitted. However, it is the 

duty of the President to dismiss a governor 

whose acts are upheld by courts as 

unconstitutional and Malafide.  

 Resignation by the governor 

 So, statement 3 is not correct. 

 

6. Recently, the prices of West Texas 

Intermediate (WTI), the best quality of crude 

oil in the world, fell to minus $40.32 a barrel in 

interlay trade in New York. With reference to 

this context, consider the following statements: 

1. There is no direct impact on India because 

Indian crude oil basket does not comprise 

WTI and it only has Brent and oil from 

some of the Gulf countries. 

2. However, the weakness in WTI reflects on 

the rising prices of Indian basket because 

oil is traded globally and has indirect 

impacts. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 There is no direct impact on India because 

Indian crude oil basket does not comprise 

WTI and it only has Brent and oil from 

some of the Gulf countries. So, statement 1 

is correct. 

 However, the weakness in WTI reflects on 

the falling prices of Indian basket as well 

because oil is traded globally and has 

indirect impacts. So, statement 2 is not 

correct. 

 The lower price can be beneficial for India 

in two ways: 

 For Individuals: If the government passes 

on the lower prices to consumers, then 

individual consumption will be boosted 

whenever the economic recovery starts in 

India. 

 For Governments: If both, central and the 

state, governments decide to levy higher 

taxes on oil, it can boost government 

revenues. 

 

7. Which of the following are part of the “World 

Bank Group”: 

1. International Bank for Reconstruction and 

Development  

2. International Development Association  
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3. International Finance Corporation  

4. Multilateral Guarantee Agency  

5. International Centre for the Settlement of 

Investment Disputes 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1,2,3,4 only  

(b) 2,3,4,5 only 

(c) 1,2,3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The development institutions of the 

World Bank are: 

 International Bank for Reconstruction 

and Development (IBRD): provides 

loans, credits, and grants. 

 International Development Association 

(IDA): provides low- or no-interest loans to 

low-income countries. 

 International Finance Corporation 

(IFC): provides investment, advice, and 

asset management to companies and 

governments. 

 Multilateral Guarantee Agency 

(MIGA): insures lenders and investors 

against political risk such as war. 

 International Centre for the Settlement of 

Investment Disputes (ICSID): settles 

investment-disputes between investors and 

countries. 

 

 

8. World Press Freedom Index is released by: 

(a) Reporters without Borders 

(b) Press Trust of India 

(c) Editors Guild of india 

(d) Reuters 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

About World Press Freedom Index: 

 It has been published every year since 2002 

by Reporters Sans Frontieres (RSF) or 

Reporters Without Borders. 

 Based in Paris, RSF is an independent 

NGO with consultative status with the 

United Nations, UNESCO, the Council of 

Europe and the International Organization 

of the Francophonie (OIF). OIF is a 54 

french speaking nations collective. 

 The Index ranks 180 countries and regions 

according to the level of freedom available 

to journalists. 

 The parameters include pluralism, media 

independence, media environment and 

self-censorship, legislative framework, 

transparency, and the quality of the 

infrastructure that supports the production 

of news and information 

 

9. Recently India has approved the programme 

known as Patent Prosecution Highway 

Programme with which of the following 

Country: 

(a) Japan 

(b) U.S.A 
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(c) U.K 

(d) China 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime 

Minister has approved the proposal for 

adoption of Patent Prosecution Highway 

(PPH) programme by the Indian Patent 

Office (IPO) under the Controller General 

of Patents, Designs & Trade Marks, India 

(CGPDTM) with patent offices of various 

other interest countries or regions. 

 The said programme will initially 

commence between the Japan Patent Office 

(JPO) and the Indian Patent Office on a 

pilot basis for a period of three years only.  

 

10. Core melt Localization Device, recently seen 

in News is: 

(a) Device to prevent meltdown accidents in 

nuclear plants 

(b) Technology to target cancer by precisely 

targeting malignant tumours 

(c) Seismic wave analysing device 

(d) Device to melt metal ores and separate 

metals from gangue 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, Moscow based Rosatom state 

corporation installed a “Core melt 

localization device” or “Core Catcher” at 

Tamil Nadu’s Kudankulam Nucleur Power 

plant. 

 The reactor pressure vessel and the core 

melt localization device (CMLD, 

colloquially known as “core catcher”), are 

the most essential equipment, critical for 

the construction of the reactor. 

 A core melt localization device is one of the 

most important passive safety systems of 

modern nuclear power plant of Russian 

design. 

 CMLD is installed at the bottom of plants’s 

protective shell. It is designed to localise 

and cool the molten core material in case of 

a hypothetical accident that could lead to 

damage to the core. The “core catcher” 

allows the integrity of the protective shell 

to be preserved and thus excludes 

radioactive emission in the environment, 

even if the hypothetical accident is serious, 

 

 

 



UPSC APRIL - 2020 
DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 25 

www.iasgatewayy.com 
 

1. Which of the following statement is not correct 

regarding Indian Forest Act, 1927: 

(a) It provides no definition regarding forest or 

forest land. 

(b) It distinguishes three types of forests 

namely reserve, protected and village 

forests. 

(c) It defines minor forest produce as all non-

timber forest produce of plant origin. 

(d) It regulates the provision of imposing duty 

on timber and other forest produce. 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Minor forest produce got its definition only 

in 2007 under Forest Rights Act. So, 

Statement 3 is Incorrect. 

 

2. Which of the following biosphere reserves are 

located in the biodiversity hotspot regions of 

India. 

1. Great Nicobar 

2. Nanda Devi 

3. Agasthyamalai 

4. Pachmarhi 

5. Sunderbans 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1,2,3 only  

(b) 3,4 only 

(c) 4,5 only 

(d) 2,4,5 only 

Answer: a) 

 

Explanation: 

 Biodiversity hotspot regions of India are: 

Himalayas, indo-Burma, Sundalands, 

Western ghats. 

 Pachmarhi (Madhya Pradesh) and 

sundarbans doesn’t fall under the area 

covered by the above hotspots. 
 

 

 

3. Which of the following substances are readily 

detected by any metal detectors? 

1. Gold Coins 

2. Mercury Thermometer 

3. Bronze items 

4. A glass Bottle of Liquor 

5. A typical Gold Ring 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1,2,5 only  

(b) 2,3,4 only 

(c) 1,2,3,5 only 

(d) 1,3,4,5 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Metal detectors cannot detect liquids 

including water. So statement 4 is wrong. 
 

4. Consider the following statements regarding 

Shanghai Co-operation organisation: 

1. It is an intergovernmental body with India 

as its founding member. 

2. Regional Anti-terrorist structure aimed at 

combating terrorism and extremism is a 

permanent organ of SCO. 
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3. Recently, statue of Unity from India has 

been included under the eight wonders of 

SCO. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 India is not a founding member. So 

statement 1 is incorrect. Other 2 statements 

are correct. 

 

5. With reference to the Parliamentary 

Committees, consider the following 

statements: 

1. The Committee on Public Undertakings 

consists elected only from Lok Sabha and a 

Minister is not eligible for election to this 

Committee.  

2. The Committee on Public Accounts 

consists members elected by both the 

members of Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha 

and a Minister is not eligible for election to 

this Committee. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The Committee on Public Undertakings 

consists of 15 members elected by the Lok 

Sabha and 7 members of Rajya Sabha. A 

Minister is not eligible for election to this 

Committee. The term of the Committee is 

one year. So, statement 1 is not correct. 

 The Committee on Public Accounts 

consists of 15 members elected by the Lok 

Sabha and 7 members of the Rajya Sabha. 

A Minister is not eligible for election to this 

Committee. The term of the Committee is 

one year. So, statement 2 is correct. 

 

6. Consider the following statements: 

1. Article 164 of the Constitution allows a 

non-legislator to occupy a post in the 

council of ministers, including the office of 

the chief minister for six months. 

2. Article 171 of the Constitution says the 

governor can nominate eminent persons 

from the field for literature, science, art, 

cooperative movement and social service. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 
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Explanation: 

 Both are the factual statements of the state 

legislature. 

 

7. The Global Competitiveness Report is 

published by the 

(a) International Monetary Fund 

(b) United Nations Conference on Trade and 

Development 

(c) World Economic Forum 

(d) World Bank 

Answer: c) 

 The Global Competitiveness Report is 

published by the World Economic Forum 

(WEF). 

 

8. With reference to Commodity Markets 

Outlook, consider the following: 

1. It is jointly published by World bank and 

World Trade Organisation. 

2. It provides market analysis for commodity 

like energy, agriculture, precious metals, 

and fertilizers. 

3. It forecasts prices for all commodities 

excluding oil. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: a 

 

Explanation: 

About Commodity Markets Outlook: 

 It provides market analysis for major 

commodity groups - energy, metals, 

agriculture, precious metals, and fertilizers. 

 The report forecasts prices for 46 key 

commodities, including oil. 

World Bank: 

 The Bretton Woods Conference held in 

1944, created the International Bank for 

Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) 

along with the International Monetary 

Fund (IMF). 

 The IBRD later became the World Bank. 

 The World Bank Group is a unique global 

partnership of five institutions working for 

sustainable solutions that reduce poverty 

and build shared prosperity in developing 

countries. 

 It has 189 Member Countries. 

 Few important reports released by the 

World Bank are: 

1. Ease of Doing Business 

2. Human Capital Index and 

3. World Development Report 

The Development Institutions of the World 

Bank are: 

1. International Bank for Reconstruction and 

Development (IBRD) 

2. International Development Association 

(IDA) 

3. International Finance Corporation (IFC) 

4. Multilateral Guarantee Agency (MIGA) 
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5. International Centre for the Settlement of 

Investment Disputes (ICSID) 

 

9. In context to Devanahalli Pomelo Trees, 

consider the following: 

1. It is a citrus variety, is almost on the brink 

of extinction. 

2. It is a parent of the grapefruit and rich in 

Vitamin C.  

3. It has a Geographical Indication (GI) tag 

for Karnataka and is popularly known as 

chakota. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Devanahalli Pomelo Trees: 

 It is a citrus variety, is almost on the brink 

of extinction. 

 It has a unique, sweet taste, unlike other 

local varieties which have a bitter taste. 

 It is a parent of the grapefruit and is also 

known by its scientific name Citrus 

Maxima. The fruit is rich in Vitamin C.  

 It has a Geographical Indication (GI) tag. It 

is grown in Devanahalli taluk, Banglore 

(Karnataka) and is popularly known as 

chakota. 

 It grows 24 inches per season, it can live 

from 50-150 years and reach a height of 25 

feet. It annually yields an average of 300 to 

400 fruit. Each fruit, typically, weighs 2 to 

2.5 kg and is identified by distinctive pink 

or red juicy carpels. 
 

 

10. Thwaites Glacier is located in which of the 

following region? 

(a) Antarctica 

(b) Europe 

(c) Arctic 

(d) Serbia 

Answer: a) 

Thwaites Glacier: 

 Thwaites Glacier (Doomsday Glacier) is 

an unusually broad and fast Antarctic 

glacier 

 flowing into Pine Island Bay, part of the 

Amundsen Sea, on the Walgreen Coast of 

Marie 

Byrd Land. 

 Its surface speeds exceed 2 kilometres per 

year (1.2 miles per year) near its grounding 

line. 

 Thwaites’s melting already contributes 4% 

to global sea level rise each year. 

 Thwaites has been referred to as the “wild 

card glacier” and a “lynchpin” because it is 

both a key part of West Antarctica and 

represents scientists. 
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1. Which of the following are set up under 

Information Technology Act, 2000. 

1. National critical Information Infrastructure 

Protection Centre 

2. Indian Computer Emergency Centre 

(CERT-IN) 

3. Data Security Council of India 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Data Security Council of India is created 

by NASSCHOM. It is not an statutory 

body under IT Act, 2000. 
 

2. Bharatiya Poshan Krishi Yojana falls under the 

aegis of: 

(a) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

(b) Ministry of Women and child 

Development 

(c) Ministry of Agriculture 

(d) NITI Aayog 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The Ministry of Women and Child 

Development has launched the Bharatiya 

Poshan Krishi Kosh (BPKK) in New Delhi. 

 The BPKK will be a repository of diverse 

crops across agro-climatic zones in India 

for better nutritional outcomes. 

 The country has been broadly divided into 

fifteen agricultural regions based on agro 

climatic features, particularly soil type, 

climate including temperature and rainfall 

and its variation and water resources. 

 

3. Consider the following statements regarding 

Government Securities: 

1. Can be issued by both Central and State 

Government 

2. It can be either short term or long Term. 

3. It carries practically no risk of default. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 A Government Security (G-Sec) is a 

tradable instrument issued by the Central 

Government or the State Governments. 

 It acknowledges the Government’s debt 

obligation. Such securities are short term 

(usually called treasury bills, with original 

maturities of less than one year- presently 

issued in three tenors, namely, 91 day, 182 

day and 364 day) or long term (usually 

called Government bonds or dated 

securities with original maturity of one year 

or more). 
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 In India, the Central Government issues 

both, treasury bills and bonds or dated 

securities while the State Governments 

issue only bonds or dated securities, which 

are called the State Development Loans 

(SDLs). 

 G-Secs carry practically no risk of default 

and, hence, are called risk-free gilt-edged 

instruments. Gilt-edged securities are high-

grade investment bonds offered by 

governments and large corporations as a 

means of borrowing funds. 

 

4. With respect to the Bodoland Territorial 

Autonomous Districts (BTAD), consider the 

following statements: 

1. BTAD includes four districts of western 

and northern Assam which comprises of 

Kokrajhar, Chirang, Baksa and Udalguri 

2. The President is the constitutional head of 

the BTAD that falls under the Sixth 

Schedule of the Constitution and is 

administered by the Bodoland Territorial 

Council (BTC). 

3. The BTAD and other areas mentioned 

under the Sixth Schedule of the 

Constitution are exempted from the 

Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA), 

2019. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 BTAD includes four districts of western 

and northern Assam which comprises of 

Kokrajhar, Chirang, Baksa and Udalguri. 

So, statement 1 is correct. 

 The State’s Governor is the constitutional 

head of the BTAD that falls under the 

Sixth Schedule of the Constitution and is 

administered by the Bodoland Territorial 

Council (BTC). So, statement 2 is not 

correct. 

 The BTAD and other areas mentioned 

under the Sixth Schedule of the 

Constitution were also exempted from the 

Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA), 

2019 which was passed recently. So, 

statement 3 is correct. 

 Bodoland Territorial Region (BTR) would 

include the villages which are dominated 

by Bodos but are outside BTAD presently. 

Villages with non-Bodo population would 

be excluded from it. 

 Bodos living in the hills are conferred a 

Scheduled Hill Tribe status. 

 Bodo language with Devanagari script is 

the associate official language for the 

entire Assam. 
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5. Consider the following statements: 

1. The 73rd Constitutional Amendment added 

Part IX titled “The Panchayats” to the 

Constitution. 

2. Panchayats have been authorised to prepare 

plans for economic development and social 

justice in respect of subjects illustrated in 

Eleventh Schedule. 

3. Every state should have three-tier systems 

of panchayats at village, intermediate 

block/taluk/mandal and district levels 

except in States with population are below 

20 lakhs. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The 73rd Constitutional Amendment added 

Part IX titled “The Panchayats” to the 

Constitution. So, statement 1 is correct. 

 Basic unit of democratic system-Gram 

Sabhas (villages) comprising all the adult 

members registered as voters. 

 Three-tier system of panchayats at village, 

intermediate block/taluk/mandal and 

district levels except in States with 

population is below 20 lakhs (Article 

243B). So, statement 3 is correct. 

 Seats at all levels to be filled by direct 

elections Article 243C (2). 

Reservation of Seats: 

 Seats reserved for Scheduled Castes (SCs) 

and Scheduled Tribes (STs) and the 

chairpersons of the Panchayats at all levels 

also shall be reserved for SCs and STs in 

proportion to their population. 

 One-third of the total number of seats to be 

reserved for women. 

 One-third offices of chairpersons at all 

levels reserved for women (Article 243D). 

 Uniform five year term and elections to 

constitute new bodies to be completed 

before the expiry of the term. 

 In the event of dissolution, elections 

compulsorily within six months (Article 

243E). 

 Independent Election Commission in each 

State for superintendence, direction and 

control of the electoral rolls (Article 243K). 

 Panchayats have been authorised to prepare 

plans for economic development and social 

justice in respect of subjects illustrated in 

Eleventh Schedule (Article 243G). So, 

statement 2 is correct. 

 Source of Revenue (Article 243H): State 

legislature may authorise the Panchayats 

with 

 Budgetary allocation from State Revenue. 

 Share of revenue of certain taxes. 
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 Collection and retention of the revenue it 

raises. 

 Establish a Finance Commission in each 

State to determine the principles on the 

basis of which adequate financial resources 

would be ensured for panchayats and 

municipalities (Article 243I). 

 The following areas have been exempted 

from the operation of the Act because of the 

socio-cultural and administrative 

considerations: 

 Scheduled areas listed under the Schedule 

V in the states of Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, 

Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Madhya 

Pradesh, Maharashtra, Orissa and 

Rajasthan. 

 The states of Nagaland, Meghalaya and 

Mizoram. 

 The hill areas of the district of Darjeeling 

in the state of West Bengal for which 

Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council exists. 

 However, an Act called the Provisions of 

Panchayats (Extension to the Scheduled 

Areas) Act, 1996 passed by the 

Government of India for the mentioned 

scheduled areas. 

 

6. Prime Minister recently launched the scheme, 

Swamitva Yojana. With respect to the scheme 

which of the statements given below are 

correct? 

1. The scheme is piloted by the Ministry of 

Rural Development that aims to 

revolutionise property record maintenance 

in India. 

2. The residential land in villages will be 

measured using drones to create a non-

disputable record. 

3. Property card for every property in the 

village will be prepared by states and given 

to property owners and will be recognised 

by the land revenue records department. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The scheme is piloted by the Panchayati 

Raj ministry that aims to revolutionise 

property record maintenance in India. So, 

statement 1 is not correct. 

 The residential land in villages will be 

measured using drones to create a non-

disputable record. So, statement 2 is 

correct. 

 Property card for every property in the 

village will be prepared by states using 

accurate measurements delivered by drone-

mapping. These cards will be given to 

property owners and will be recognised by 

the land revenue records department. So, 

statement 3 is correct.  
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7. In context to Rohtang Pass, consider the 

following: 

1. It is a high mountain pass on the eastern Pir 

Panjal Range of the Himalayas. 

2. It connects the Kullu Valley with the 

Lahaul and Spiti Valleys of Himachal 

Pradesh. 

3. The three rivers in the region of the pass are 

Chenab, Beas and Chandra rivers. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Rohtang Tunnel: 

 It is the world’s longest tunnel above an 

altitude of 3,000 metres. 

 It stretches about 8.8-kilometre long. 

 It is a 10.5-metre wide single tube bi-lane 

tunnel. 

 It will reduce the distance between Manali 

and Leh by 46 kilometres. 

Significance: 

 It is a strategic implication for the military 

as it will allow access beyond Rohtang Pass 

even in peak winters. 

 It will provide us with the all-winter 

connectivity to Ladakh. 

About Rohtang Pass: 

 It is a high mountain pass on the eastern Pir 

Panjal Range of the Himalayas. 

 It connects the Kullu Valley with the 

Lahaul and Spiti Valleys of Himachal 

Pradesh. 

 The three rivers in the region of the pass are 

Chenab, Beas and Chandra rivers. 

 The Beas river emerges from underground 

and flows southwards, Chandra river flows 

in the eastern Himalayas and Chenab river 

flows westward. 

 

8. Which of the following reports are published 

by United Nations Conference on Trade and 

Development (UNCTAD)? 

1. Trade and Development Report 

2. World Investment Report 

3. Technology and Innovation Report 

4. Digital Economy Report 

Select the correct answer using the codes given 

below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

 About United Nations Conference on 

Trade and Development (UNCTAD): 

 UNCTAD is a permanent 

intergovernmental body established by the 

United NationsGeneral Assembly in 1964. 

 It is part of the UN Secretariat. It reports to 

the UN General Assembly and the 
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Economic and Social Council, but has its 

own membership, leadership, and budget. 

It is also a part of the United Nations 

Development Group. 

Objectives and Roles: 

 It supports developing countries to access 

the benefits of a globalized economy more 

fairly and effectively. Along with other UN 

departments and agencies, it also measures 

the progress made in the Sustainable 

Development Goals, as set out in Agenda 

2030. 

Reports published by UNCTAD are: 

 Trade and Development Report 

 World Investment Report 

 Technology and Innovation Report 

 Digital Economy Report 

 

9. Consider the following, with reference to 

Malaria: 

1. It is caused by Parasites. 

2. It is also sexually transmitted disease. 

3. It can be transmitted through the shared use 

of needles or syringes contaminated with 

blood. 

4. It is spread to people through the bites of 

infected female Anopheles mosquitoes. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Malaria is caused by Plasmodium parasites. 

The parasites are spread to people through 

the bites of infected female Anopheles 

mosquitoes, called "malaria vectors". 

Hence, statement 1 and statement 4 are 

correct. 

 Malaria is not spread from person to person 

like a cold or the flu, and it cannot be 

sexually transmitted. Hence, statement 2 is 

not correct. 

 Since malaria parasite is found in red blood 

cells of an infected person, malaria can also 

be transmitted through blood transfusion, 

organ transplant, or the shared use of 

needles or syringes contaminated with 

blood. Malaria may also be transmitted 

from a mother to her unborn infant before 

or during delivery (“congenital” malaria). 

Hence, statement 3 is correct. 
 

10. Ajeya Warrior is a joint military drill between 

which of the following two countries? 

(a) India and United Kingdom 

(b) India and Indonesia 

(c) India and USA 

(d) India and Japan 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

Ajeya Warrior: 

 Ajeya Warrior is a joint military drill 

between India and United Kingdom. 
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 In 2020, fifth edition of exercise was held 

at Salisbury Plains, United Kingdom. It is 

 conducted alternatively in United Kingdom 

and India. 

 The aim of exercise is to conduct training 

of troops in counter insurgency and counter 

terrorist operations in both Urban and Semi 

Urban areas. 
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1. “Trends in World Military Expenditure” 

Report was released by: 

(a) United Nations Conference on Trade and 

Development 

(b) World Economic Forum   

(c) Stockholm International Peace Research 

Institute (SIPRI)   

(d) Oxfam International 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 ‘Trends in World Military Expenditure, 

2019’ was recently released by the 

Stockholm International Peace Research 

Institute (SIPRI). According to the report, 

the global military expenditure rose to 

$1917 billion in 2019 with India and China 

emerging among the top three spenders. 

 Stockholm International Peace Research 

Institute (SIPRI) hink tank is an 

independent international institute 

dedicated to research into conflict, 

armaments, arms control and disarmament. 

 It was established in 1966 at Stockholm 

(Sweden). 

 

2. Consider the following statements regarding 

“e-Gram Swaraj Portal”: 

1. It falls under the Ministry of Rural 

Development. 

2. The major objective is to bring in better 

transparency and strengthening of the e-

Governance in Panchayati Raj Institutions 

through decentralized planning. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Ministry of Panchayati Raj has recently 

released a Standard Operating Procedure 

(SOP) regarding e-Gram Swaraj. The 

application was launched on the National 

Panchayati Raj Day (April 24). So, 

statement 1 is correct. 

Objective: 

 To bring in better transparency and 

strengthening of the e-Governance in 

Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) across 

the country through decentralized 

planning, progress reporting and work-

based accounting. So, statement 2 is 

correct. 

 

3. Consider the following statements regarding 

Participatory Guarantee System for India 

which certifies organic Products: 

1. It permits Organic appraisal for the 

certification of organic products. 

2. Individual Farmers are not covered under 

this. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  
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(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 PGS is a process of certifying organic 

products, which ensures that their 

production takes place in accordance with 

laid-down quality standards. The 

certification is in the form of a documented 

logo or a statement. 

 It allows peers to inspect, assess and verify 

the production practices of each other and 

take decisions on organic certification 

 PGS certification is only for farmers or 

communities that can organise and perform 

as a group. Individual farmers or groups of 

farmers smaller than five members are not 

covered under PGS.  

 

4. Special Data Dissemination Standard, recently 

in news, is related to: 

(a) Mandatory Practice for all IMF members 

for providing economic and financial data 

to the public. 

(b) Norms set by RBI for disclosure of 

probable loan defaulters by commercial 

banks. 

(c) Set of data encryption guidelines issued to 

internet service companies to prevent fake 

news 

(d) Newly prescribed standards for 

information disclosure under RTI Act. 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The SDDS is a global benchmark for 

disseminating macroeconomic statistics to 

the public. SDDS subscription indicates 

that a country meets the test of “good 

statistical citizenship. Countries that 

subscribe to the SDDS agree to follow good 

practices in four areas: the coverage, 

periodicity, and timeliness of data; public 

access to those data; data integrity; and data 

quality. 

 The yearly observance report for each 

member country lists the compliances and 

deviations from the SDDS under each data 

category for that year. There are over 20 

data categories which IMF considers for 

this report to capture a nation’s economic 

health including national accounts (GDP, 

GNI), production indices, employment, 

and Central Government Operations 

 

5. Spratly and Paracel Islands are sometimes seen 

in news. They are present in which of the 

following seas? 

(a) Ross Sea 

(b) South China Sea 

(c) Yellow Sea 

(d) Arabian Sea 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The two disputed archipelagos of the 

Spratly Islands and the Paracel Islands is in 
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the middle of the South China Sea waters, 

between the territory of Vietnam and the 

Philippines. 

 Beijing unilaterally renamed 80 islands and 

other geographical features in the area, 

drawing criticism from neighbouring 

countries who have also laid claim to the 

same territory. 

 The on-going territorial dispute is between 

China, Taiwan, Vietnam, the Philippines, 

and Malaysia concerning the ownership of 

the Spratly Islands archipelago and nearby 

geographical features like corals reefs, cays 

etc. 

 Brunei has contained its objections to the 

use of its maritime waters for commercial 

fishing. 

 Paracel Island is located in the South China 

Sea, almost equidistant from China and 

Vietnam. 

 Beijing says that references to the Paracel 

Islands as a part of China sovereign 

territory can be found in 14th century 

writings from the Song Dynasty. 

 Vietnam on the other hand, says that 

historical texts from at least the 15th century 

show that the islands were a part of its 

territory. 

 With increased tensions accelerated by 

Colonial powers, China and Vietnam 

fought over their territorial disputes in 

January 1974 after which China took over 

control of the islands. 

 In retaliation, in 1982, Vietnam said it had 

extended its administrative powers over 

these islands. 

 In 1999, Taiwan jumped into the fray 

laying its claim over the entire archipelago. 

 Since 2012, China, Taiwan and Vietnam 

have attempted to reinforce their claims on 

the territory by engaging in construction of 

government administrative buildings, 

tourism, and land reclamation initiatives 

and by establishing and expanding military 

presence on the archipelago. 

 

6. With reference to the UNCLOS and its 

maritime zones, consider the following 

statements: 

1. UNCLOS is the only international 

convention which stipulates a framework 

for state jurisdiction in maritime spaces. 

2. Each coastal state has full sovereignty over 

its territorial sea as like it has on its land 

territory. 

3. In contiguous zone, the coastal state has the 

right to both prevent and punish 

infringement of fiscal, immigration, 

sanitary, and customs laws within its 

territory and territorial sea. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

not correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 
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Answer: c) 

 UNCLOS is the only international 

convention which stipulates a framework 

for state jurisdiction in maritime spaces. 

So, statement 1 is correct. 

 Each coastal state has full sovereignty over 

its internal waters as like it has on its land 

territory. So, statement 2 is not correct. 

 In contiguous zone, the coastal state has the 

right to both prevent and punish 

infringement of fiscal, immigration, 

sanitary, and customs laws within its 

territory and territorial sea. So, statement 3 

is correct. 

 

7. With reference to the Basic Structure of the 

Indian Constitution, which of the statements 

given below are correct? 

1. In the Kesavananda Bharati verdict, the SC 

did not define any of the principles as basic 

structure and defined only after the further 

case verdicts. 

2. The court held that under Article 368, 

which provides Parliament amending 

powers, something must remain of the 

original Constitution that the new 

amendment would change. 

3. Federalism and secularism are also 

included in the basic structure of the Indian 

Constitution. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The court did not define the ‘basic 

structure’, and only listed a few principles 

— federalism, secularism, democracy — as 

being its part. Since then, the court has been 

adding new features to this concept. So, 

statement 1 is not correct and statement 3 is 

correct. 

 The court held that under Article 368, 

which provides Parliament amending 

powers, something must remain of the 

original Constitution that the new 

amendment would change. So, statement 2 

is correct. 

 

8. In context to Hydrogen Fuel, consider the 

following: 

1. Its only by-product or emission that results 

from the usage of hydrogen fuel is water  

2. It can also serve as fuel for internal 

combustion engines.  

3. It is environmentally friendly and is a non-

toxic substance.  

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 
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Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Hydrogen: 

 Hydrogen is the lightest and first element 

on the periodic table. Since the weight of 

hydrogen is less than air, it rises in the 

atmosphere and is therefore rarely found in 

its pure form, H2. 

 At standard temperature and pressure, 

hydrogen is a nontoxic, non-metallic, 

odorless, tasteless, colorless, and highly 

combustible diatomic gas. 

 It is the most abundant element in the 

universe. The sun and other stars are 

composed largely of hydrogen. 

 It is estimate that 90% of the atoms in the 

universe are hydrogen atoms. Hydrogen is 

a component of more compounds than any 

other element. 

 Water is the most abundant compound of 

hydrogen found on earth. 

 Molecular hydrogen is not available on 

Earth in convenient natural reservoirs.  

 Most hydrogen on Earth is bonded to 

oxygen in water and to carbon in live or 

dead and/or fossilized biomass. It can be 

created by splitting water into hydrogen 

and oxygen. 

About Hydrogen fuel: 

 It is a zero-emission fuel burned with 

oxygen.  

 It can be used in fuel cells or internal 

combustion engines.  

 It is also used as a fuel for spacecraft 

propulsion. 

Storage of Hydrogen: 

 It can be stored physically as either a gas 

(typically requires high-pressure tanks) or a 

liquid (cryogenic temperatures because the 

boiling point of hydrogen at one 

atmosphere pressure is −252.8°C).  

 It can also be stored on the surfaces of 

solids (by adsorption) or within solids (by 

absorption). 

Potential of clean hydrogen: 

 Hydrogen as a fuel has long been touted as 

an almost magical solution to air pollution 

crisis.  

 The only by-product or emission that 

results from the usage of hydrogen fuel is 

water — making the fuel 100 per cent 

clean. 

 It is considered an alternative fuel. It is due 

to its ability to power fuel cells in zero-

emission electric vehicles, its potential for 

domestic production, and the fuel cell’s 

potential for high efficiency. 

 It can also serve as fuel for internal 

combustion engines. The energy in 2.2 

pounds (1 kilogram) of hydrogen gas 

contains about the same as the energy in 1 

gallon (6.2 pounds, 2.8 kilograms) of 

gasoline. 
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Significance of Hydrogen: 

 It doesn’t produce harmful emissions. It is 

readily available. 

 It is environmentally friendly and is a non-

toxic substance. It can be used as fuel in 

rockets. 

 It is three times as powerful as gasoline and 

other fossil fuels. This means that it can 

accomplish more with less. 

 It is fuel efficient. Compared to diesel or 

gas, it is much more fuel efficient as it can 

produce more energy per pound of fuel. 

 It is renewable. It can be produced again 

and again, unlike other non-renewable 

sources of Energy. 

 

9. With reference to District Mineral Foundation, 

consider the following: 

1. It is a trust set up under the Ministry of 

Mines through the Mines and Minerals 

(Development & Regulation) Amendment 

Act, (MMDRA) 2015. 

2. Its objective is to work for the interest and 

benefit of persons and areas affected by 

mining related operations in those districts 

affected by the mining works. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

About District Mineral Foundation: 

 It is a trust set up as a non-profit body under 

the Ministry of Mines through the Mines 

and Minerals (Development & Regulation) 

Amendment Act, (MMDRA) 2015. 

 Its objective is to work for the interest and 

benefit of persons and areas affected by 

mining related operations in those districts 

affected by the mining works. 

 Its 60% of the fund is utilised for high 

priority areas such as drinking water 

supply, health care, sanitation, education, 

skill development, women and child care, 

welfare of aged and disabled people and 

environment conservation. 

 Its 40% of the fund is utilised for physical 

infrastructure, irrigation, energy and 

watershed development. 

 Its manner of operation comes under the 

jurisdiction of the relevant State 

Government. 

 It is expected to implement the Pradhan 

Mantri Khanij Kshetra Kalyan Yojana 

(PMKKKY), launched on 17 September 

2015 for the welfare of mining areas and 

affected population 

 

10. Which of the following Defence Exercises are 

conducted between India and Australia? 

1. AUSTRA HIND 

2. KAKADU 

3. Pitch Black 
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4. Force 18 

Select the correct answer using the codes given 

below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 AUSTRA HIND- Military exercise 

 KAKADU/ AISINDEX- Naval exercise 

 Pitch Black- air combat training exercise 
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1. Consider the following statements regarding 

South Asia Seasonal Climate Outlook Forum 

(SASCOF) 

1. It issues regional forecasts for the 

Southwest and Northeast monsoon seasons 

with the support of World Meteorological 

Organisation. 

2. India is not a member country of this 

Forum. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 SASCOF is a consortium of meteorologists 

and hydrological experts from South Asian 

countries, including Afghanistan, Pakistan, 

India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, 

Bhutan, Maldives and Myanmar. 

 They work collectively to issue regional 

forecasts and the team releases forecasts for 

the Southwest and Northeast monsoon 

seasons, every year. 

 South Asian nations, supported by the 

World Meteorological Organization 

(WMO), have been conducting the 

SASCOF since 2010. 

 

 

 

2. Consider the following statements: 

1. TRAI is a statutory Body. 

2. TRAI grants licenses to the Telecom 

Service Providers. 

3. The appeals against all the Telecom 

Dispute Settlements and Appellate 

Tribunal (TDSAT) orders go to the 

Supreme Court. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 TRAI is established through Telecom 

Regulatory Authority of India Act, 1997. 

So, statement 1 is correct. 

 The objective of TRAI is to provide fair 

and transparent policy environment which 

promotes level playing field to the players 

and promotes fair competition. Licenses to 

the telecom companies are issued by 

Department of Telecommunication. So, 

statement 2 is incorrect. 

 Appeals against TDSAT’s orders in the 

matters of Broadcasting, Telecom can be 

appealed in the Supreme court. But, in 

regard to cyber matters it is appealed in 

High Court. So, statement 3 is Incorrect. 
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3. In the context of crop residue burning in India, 

consider the following statements:  

1. Punjab accounts for the maximum on-farm 

crop residue burning among all the states. 

2. Among the different crops, the percentage 

of residue burning is the highest for wheat.  

3. Crop residue burning is a punishable 

offence.  

4. India has a national policy for the 

management of crop residue. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 3 only 

(b) 1 and 4 only 

(c) 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Based on the Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change (IPCC), the highest 

contribution to the amount of residue 

burned on the farm is from the states of 

Uttar Pradesh, followed by Punjab and 

Haryana. Hence statement 1 is not correct.  

 According to IPCC, over 25% of the total 

crop residues were burnt on the farm. 

Among different crop residue, the major 

contribution was 43% of rice, followed by 

wheat to around 21%, sugarcane to 19% 

and oilseed crops around 5%. Hence 

statement 2 is not correct. 

 Crop residue burning is a punishable 

offence under the Air (Prevention and 

Control of Pollution) Act, 1981. Hence 

statement 3 is correct. 

 Union Government (Ministry of 

Agriculture) released the National Policy 

for Management of Crop Residue in 2014, 

which NGT directed the states to 

implement. Hence statement 4 is correct. 

 

4. Which of the following forms a part of the 

government fiscal deficit? 

(a) Off-balance sheet borrowing by the Food 

Corporation of India. 

(b) Issuance of Government Securities (G-

Secs). 

(c) Re-payment of World Bank grant received 

(by government) in the previous financial 

years. 

(d) Issuance of recapitalization bonds to the 

public sector banks. 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Fiscal Deficit refers to the financial 

situation wherein the government's total 

budget exceeds the total receipts excluding 

borrowings made during the fiscal year. 

Thus, it can be expressed as Fiscal Deficit 

= Total Expenditure – Total Receipts 

Excluding Borrowings. 

 A Government Security is a tradeable 

instrument issued by the Central 

Government or the State Governments. It 

acknowledges the Government’s debt 

obligation. G-Secs carry practically no risk 
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of default and, hence, are called risk-free 

gilt-edged instruments. These form part of 

the fiscal deficit of the government. Hence, 

option (b) is correct. 

 Off-balance sheet is a mode of financial 

borrowing where the Public Sector borrows 

money from the market under internal and 

extra-budgetary resources (IEBR) and 

funds government expenditure. Once these 

companies raise the necessary amount, 

these get reflected as liabilities on their 

balance sheets and not on the central 

government’s budget documents. In this 

case, off-sheet borrowings by the Food 

Corporation of India don't impact the 

government fiscal deficit. Hence option (a) 

is not correct. 

 A grant is not considered as part of debt as 

it is not required to be paid back. Thus, 

there is no re-payment to be done for the 

World Bank grant received (by 

government) in the previous financial 

years. Consequently it doesn't part of the 

government fiscal deficit. Hence option (c) 

is not correct. 

 Recapitalization bonds are dedicated bonds 

to be issued at the behest of the government 

for recapitalizing the trouble hit Public 

Sector Banks (PSBs). The government will 

issue bonds worth to PSBs against equity 

shares. This then becomes a cash-neutral 

transaction (instead of a direct cash 

infusion). The funds mobilized from the 

sale of the bonds do not form a part of the 

fiscal deficit. Hence option (d) is not 

correct. 
 

5. The International Religious Freedom Report, 

2020 was recently released by 

(a) Oxfam International 

(b) USCIRF 

(c) UNHRC 

(d) Amnesty International 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The U.S. Commission on International 

Religious Freedom (USCIRF) has 

downgraded India to the lowest ranking, 

“countries of particular concern” (CPC) in 

its International Religious Freedom, 2020 

report. 

 

6. With respect to the Asian Development Bank, 

consider the following statements: 

1. It is modeled closely on the World Bank, 

and has a similar weighted voting system 

where votes are distributed in proportion 

with members’ capital subscriptions. 

2. India is one of the Founding members of 

the Bank. 

3. China holds the largest share in the ADB. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 
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(d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 It is a regional development bank 

established on 19 December 1966 

headquartered at Manila, Philippines being 

India as one of the founding member. It is 

also official United Nations Observer. So, 

statement 2 is correct. 

 The bank admits the members of the United 

Nations Economic and Social Commission 

for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP, 

formerly the Economic Commission for 

Asia and the Far East or ECAFE) and non-

regional developed countries. 

 ADB now has 67 members, of which 48 are 

from within Asia and the Pacific and 19 

outside.  

 It is modeled closely on the World Bank, 

and has a similar weighted voting system 

where votes are distributed in proportion 

with members’ capital subscriptions. So, 

statement 1 is correct. 

 Japan holds the largest share in ADB with 

15.677%, followed by U.S.A (15.567%), 

China (6.473%), and India (5.812%). So, 

statement 3 is not correct. 

 ADB defines itself as a social development 

organization that is dedicated to reducing 

poverty in Asia and the Pacific through 

inclusive economic growth, 

environmentally sustainable growth, and 

regional integration. 

 This is carried out through investments – in 

the form of loans, grants and information 

sharing – in infrastructure, health care 

services, financial and public 

administration systems, helping nations 

prepare for the impact of climate change or 

better manage their natural resources, as 

well as other areas. 
 

7. Ethiopia is bordered by which of the following 

countries? 

1. Eritrea 

2. Djibouti 

3. Somalia 

4. Kenya 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

 Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed was 

recently awarded Nobel Peace Prize, 2019. 

 Ethiopia is located in the Horn of Africa. It 

is bordered by Eritrea to the north, Djibouti 

and Somalia to the east, Sudan and South 

Sudan to the west, and Kenya to the south. 
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8. With reference to PRACRITI, consider the 

following: 

1. Its dashboard gives detailed State-wise and 

district-wise predictions of Covid-19 cases 

in India for a three-week period. 

2. It accounts for the effect of different 

lockdown scenarios such as the effect of 

locking down district boundaries, and 

implementing different levels of lockdown 

within a district. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

About PRACRITI: 

 Its dashboard gives detailed State-wise and 

district-wise predictions of Covid-19 cases 

in India for a three-week period. 

 The data is updated on a weekly basis to 

accommodate various effects due to 

administrative interventions, severity of 

viral strain, change of weather patterns. 

 It also accounts for the effect of different 

lockdown scenarios such as the effect of 

locking down district boundaries, and 

implementing different levels of lockdown 

within a district. 

 It also includes the effect of movement of 

population across district/state borders in 

the wake of Covid-19. 

 It provides the R0 values of each district 

and State based on data available from the 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, 

National Disaster Management Authority 

(NDMA), and the World Health 

Organization (WHO). Reduction of R0 is 

key in controlling and mitigating Covid-19 

in India. 

 Reproduction number (R0): It refers to the 

number of people to whom the disease 

spreads from a single infected person. For 

instance, if an active Covid-19 patient 

infects two uninfected persons, the R0 

value is two. 

About Working of PRACRITI:  

 Its predictions are based on a recent 

mathematical model, namely, Adaptive, 

Interacting, Cluster-based, Susceptible, 

Exposed, Infected, Removed (AICSEIR) 

model. 

 The model divides population into 

following four classes: 

 Susceptible refers to people who have not 

been exposed to the coronavirus. 
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 Exposed refers to those who have been 

exposed to the virus from an infected 

person. Infected refers to those who are 

actively infected with Covid-19. 

 Removed refers to those who are no longer 

a carrier of the virus. 

Significance: 

 It will be highly useful for healthcare 

organisations as well as local and central 

authorities to efficiently plan for different 

future scenarios and resource allocation. 

 It can help the districts and states having 

higher R0 to take rigorous measures to 

control the spread of Covid-19, while for 

those with low R0 they need to sustain 

measures and remain very vigilant. 
 

 

9. Consider the following, with regard to the 

ethinic group Chakmas and Hajongs: 

1. The Chakmas are predominantly 

Buddhists, while Hajongs are Hindus. 

2. They are found in northeast India, West 

Bengal, Bangladesh and Myanmar. 

3. They fled from East Pakistan in 1964-65 

and came to India and settled in Arunachal 

Pradesh. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Chakmas and Hajongs: 

 The Chakmas are predominantly 

Buddhists, while Hajongs are Hindus. They 

are found in northeast India, West Bengal, 

Bangladesh and Myanmar. 

 They fled erstwhile East Pakistan (now 

Bangladesh) in 1964-65 and came to India 

and settled in Arunachal Pradesh.They lost 

their land to the development of the Kaptai 

Dam on the Karnaphuli River, Bangladesh. 

 The Hajongs faced religious persecution as 

they were non-Muslims and did not speak 

Bengali. 

 In 2015, the Supreme Court directed the 

Centre to grant citizenship to Chakma and 

Hajongs. The order was passed while 

hearing a plea by the Committee for 

Citizenship Rights of the Chakmas. 

 Currently, Chakmas and Hajongs are 

citizens by birth as per Section 3(1) of the 

Citizenship Act and the eligible portion of 

their population exercise the right to vote as 

citizens of India (they were given voting 

rights in 2004). 

 

10. In context to Lunar map, consider the 

following: 

1. It is called the Unified Geologic Map of the 

Moon. 

2. It is the first ever digital, unified, global, 

geological map of the moon. 
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3. It is solly released by National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration (Nasa). 

Which of the statement given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

Lunar Map: 

 It is the first ever digital, unified, global, 

geological map of the moon. 

About: 

 It is called the Unified Geologic Map of the 

Moon. 

 It is released virtually by the United States 

Geological Survey (USGS), National 

Aeronautics and Space  

 Administration (Nasa) and the Lunar 

Planetary Institute on April 22, 2020. 

 It is a ‘seamless, globally consistent, 1: 

5,000,000-scale geologic map’. 

 It will serve as a blueprint for future human 

missions and a source of research and 

analysis for the educators and the general 

public interested in lunar geology. 
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1. Consider the following statements regarding 

National Disaster Response Force: 

1. NDRF is a specialised force constituted 

under the Disaster Management Act, 2005. 

2. The Chairman of the National Disaster 

Management Authority is the Prime 

minister. 

3. The responsibility of managing disasters in 

India is that of the central Government. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The National Disaster Response Force 

(NDRF) is a specialised force constituted 

"for the purpose of specialist response to a 

threatening disaster situation or disaster" 

under the Disaster Management Act, 2005. 

So, statement 1 is correct. 

 The responsibility of managing disasters 

India is that of the State Government. So, 

statement 3 is not correct. 

 The ‘Nodal Ministry’ in the central 

government for management of natural 

disasters is the Ministry of Home Affairs 

(MHA). 

 National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) 

is under the National Disaster Management 

Authority. 

 National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) 

is a force of 12 battalions, organised on 

Para-military lines, and manned by persons 

on deputation from the Para-military forces 

of India: three each from the BSF and 

CRPF and two each from CISF, ITBP and 

SSB. 

 NDRF in addition to being able to respond 

to natural disasters has four battalions 

capable of responding to radiological, 

nuclear, biological and chemical disasters. 

 The Apex Body for Disaster Management 

in India is the National Disaster 

Management Authority (NDMA). The 

Chairman of the NDMA is the Prime 

Minister. So, statement 2 is correct. 

 

2. ‘Global Terrorism Index’, is released by 

(a) FATF 

(b) Institute for Economics and Peace 

(c) Greenpeace  

(d) UNSC 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 IEP is an Australian based institute which 

releases the annual Global Terrorism Index 

(GTI). 

 It is based on four parameters: 

 Number of terrorist incidents per year. 

 Number of fatalities caused by terrorists 

per year. 
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 Number of injuries caused by terrorists per 

year. 

 Total property damage caused by terrorism 

per year. 

 

3. Which among the following statements are 

correct about the removal of the judge of a 

Supreme Court of India? 

1. The judge of the Supreme Court may be 

removed from his current office by an order 

of the President 

2. There are only two grounds of removal, 

incapacity or proved misbehaviour. 

3. So far, no judge of the Supreme Court has 

been removed by impeachment. 

4. The procedure for the removal of the judges 

is regulated by the Judges Enquiry Act 

(1968). 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 All the statements are factual regarding 

the removal of the Judge of the Supreme 

Court. 

 

4. Which of the following reports are released by 

World Health Organisation? 

1. INSPIRE Handbook 

2. World Health Statistics  

3. Global Tuberculosis report 

4. REPECT Women 

Select the correct answer using the codes given 

below? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 World Health Organization (WHO), the 

United Nations’ specialized agency for 

Health was founded in 1948. 

 Its headquarters are situated in Geneva, 

Switzerland. 

 There are 194 Member States, 150 country 

offices, six regional offices. 

 It is an inter-governmental organization 

and works in collaboration with its member 

states usually through the Ministries of 

Health. 

 The WHO provides leadership on global 

health matters, shaping the health research 

agenda, setting norms and standards, 

articulating evidence-based policy options, 

providing technical support to countries 

and monitoring and assessing health trends. 

 It began functioning on April 7, 1948 – a 

date now being celebrated every year as 

World Health Day. 

 RESPECT women: preventing violence 

against women 
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 Violence against women (VAW) has 

devastating costs and consequences on 

individuals, communities and societies. It 

is a major public health problem and a 

violation of women’s human rights. It is 

rooted in gender inequality and an 

impediment to sustainable development. 

 The RESPECT women framework 

 WHO with UN Women, together with, the 

Office of the High Commissioner for 

Human Rights (OHCHR), United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP), United 

Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), United 

Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

(UNODC), the Government of the 

Netherlands, Swedish International 

Development Cooperation Agency 

(SIDA), UK Aid, United States Agency for 

International Development (USAID) and 

the World Bank Group have developed 

have developed RESPECT women: 

preventing violence against women – a 

framework aimed primarily at policy-

makers. 

 The framework contains a set of action-

oriented steps that enables policymakers 

and health implementers to design, plan, 

implement, monitor and evaluate 

interventions and programmes using seven 

strategies to prevent VAW 

 

 

5. In context to Raja Ravi Varma, consider the 

following: 

1. He worked on both portrait and landscape 

paintings 

2. He mastered the reproduction of his work 

on the lithographic press. 

3. In 2013, a crater on the planet Mercury was 

named in his honour. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above  

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Raja Ravi Varma:  

 He has giving Indians their western, 

classical representations of Hindu gods and 

goddesses. He was born into an aristocratic 

family in Travancore (Kerala). 

 At the age of 14, Varma was patronised by 

Ayilyam Thirunal, the then ruler of 

Travancore, and went on to receive training 

in watercolours from Ramaswamy Naidu, 

the royal painter. 

 Apart from painting Hindu mythological 

figures, Varma also made portraits of many 

Indians as well as Europeans. He worked 

on both portrait and landscape paintings, 

and is considered among the first Indian 

artists to use oil paints. 
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 He mastered the reproduction of his work 

on the lithographic press– through which 

his paintings spread far and wide. 

Lithographic press is a method of printing 

based on the principle that oil and water do 

not mix. 

 He set up his own printing press in 

Maharashtra — first in Ghatkopar and 

eventually in Lonavala in 1894, which 

helped the paintings travelled into the 

prayer and living rooms of working-class 

homes. 

 His Famous works are Damayanti Talking 

to a Swan, Shakuntala Looking for 

Dushyanta, Nair Lady Adorning Her Hair, 

and Shantanu and Matsyagandha. 

 He was awarded with the Kaiser-i-Hind 

Gold Medal by the British colonial 

government in 1904. In 2013, a crater on 

the planet Mercury was named in his 

honour. 
 

6. Consider the following, with regard to Jal 

Shakthi Abhiyan: 

1. Jal Jeevan Mission is a campaign for water 

conservation and water security. 

2. Jal Shakthi Abhiyan aims to ensure access 

of piped water for every household in rural 

India by 2024. 

Which of the statements given above is are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Jal Shakti Abhiyan is a campaign for water 

conservation and water security. 

 Jal Jeevan Mission aims to ensure access of 

piped water for every household in rural 

India by 2024. 

 

7. Northern European Enclosure Dam, as recently 

seen in news, is proposed to be built over 

which of the following water bodies? 

(a) Norwegian Sea 

(b) North Sea 

(c) Baltic Sea 

(d) Barents Sea 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 A research paper has proposed to build a 

huge Northern European Enclosure Dam 

 (NEED)enclosing all of the North Sea in 

order to protect 25 million people and 

important 

 economic regions of 15 Northern European 

countries from rising seas as a result of 

climate change. 

 The scientists have proposed the 

construction of two dams of a combined 

length of 637 km. The first between 

northern Scotland and western Norway and 

second between France and south-western 

England. 
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 According to the scientists, separating the 

North and Baltic Seas from the Atlantic 

Ocean may be the most viable option to 

protect Northern Europe against 

unstoppable sea level rise (SLR). 

 

8. Once considered the “cradle of civilization,” 

the area spanning across the Middle East 

countries of Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, 

Palestine, Israel, Egypt, and parts of Turkey 

and Iran was famously known as the Fertile 

Crescent. The abundance of river water led to 

soil fertility and advancement in agriculture. 

Now the depletion of those resources has led to 

strife in the Middle East. 

The region described above is drained by 

which of the following rivers? 

1. Nile 

2. Tigris 

3. Limpopo 

4. Euphrates 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below. 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

Fertile Crescent: 

 Named for its rich soils, the Fertile Crescent, 

often called the “cradle of civilization,” is 

found in the Middle East. Because of this 

region’s relatively abundant access to water, 

the earliest civilizations were established in the 

Fertile Crescent, including the Sumerians. 

 Its area covers what are now southern Iraq, 

Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Palestine, Israel, 

Egypt, and parts of Turkey and Iran. 

 Two rivers, the Tigris and the Euphrates, 

regularly flooded the region, and the Nile River 

also runs through part of it. Irrigation and 

agriculture developed here because of the 

fertile soil found near these rivers. 

 Fertile Crescent has been home to a variety of 

cultures, rich agriculture, and trade over 

thousands of years. 

 The Limpopo River flows north from the 

confluence of the Marico and Crocodile 

Rivers, where it creates the border between 

South Africa and Botswana, then the border 

between South Africa and Zimbabwe, before 

crossing into Mozambique, where it runs 

across a broad floodplain and into the Indian 

Ocean.  

 It crosses tropic of capricorn twice. 

  Hence only option 3 is not correct. 

 

9. Recently the Union Ministry of Jal Shakti has 

excavated an ancient river or a paleochannel in 

India which is being developed as a potential 

groundwater recharge source. Which of the 

following pairs of rivers is connected by the 

newly discovered paleochannel? 

(a) Ganga and Yamuna 

(b) Krishna and Kaveri 

(c) Narmada and Tapi 

(d) Jhelum and Satluj 
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Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 A palaeo channel, or paleochannel, is a 

remnant of an inactive river or stream channel 

that has been filled or buried by younger 

sediment. The sediments that the ancient 

channel is cut into or buried by can be 

unconsolidated, semi-consolidated, 

consolidated or lithified. 

 The Union Water Ministry has excavated an 

old, dried-up river in Prayagraj (formerly 

Allahabad) that linked the Ganga and Yamuna 

rivers. The aim is to develop it as a potential 

groundwater recharge source, according to 

officials at the National Mission for Clean 

Ganga (NMCG), a body under the Union Jal 

Shakti Ministry that coordinates the cleaning of 

the Ganga. 

 The “ancient buried river” as it was described 

at a conference organised by the Ministry, is 

around 4 km wide, 45 km long and consisted of 

a 15-metre-thick layer buried under the soil. 

 The discovery was made last December by a 

team of scientists from the CSIR-NGRI 

(National Geophysical Research Institute) and 

the Central Groundwater Board during a 

helicopter-borne geophysical survey covering 

the Prayagraj and Kaushambi region in Uttar 

Pradesh. 

 

10. Consider the following deserts: 

1. Mojave Desert 

2. Patagonian Desert 

3. Sonoran Desert 

4. Kalahari Desert 

Arrange the above-given deserts from North to 

South. 

(a) 1-3-2-4 

(b) 4-1-2-3 

(c) 1-4-3-2 

(d) 1-3-4-2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 

 Sonoran Desert: The Sonoran Desert is a 

North American desert which covers large 

parts of the Southwestern United States in 

Arizona and California and of Northwestern 

Mexico.  

 The desert contains a variety of unique and 

endemic plants and animals, such as the 

saguaro (Carnegiea gigantea) and organ pipe 

cactu. 

 Patagonian Desert: The Patagonian Desert, 

also known as the Patagonian Steppe is the 

largest desert in Argentina and is the 8th largest 

desert in the world by area. It is located 

primarily in Argentina and is bounded by the 

Andes, to its west, and the Atlantic Ocean to its 

east, in the region of Patagonia, southern 

Argentina. To the north the desert grades into 

the Pampas. 

 Mojave Desert: The Mojave Desert is an arid 

rain-shadow desert and the driest desert in 
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North America. It is in the located Southwest 

U.S. Its boundaries are generally noted by the 

presence of Joshua trees, which are native only 

to the Mojave Desert and are considered an 

indicator species. The Mojave Desert is 

bordered by the Great Basin Desert to its north 

and the Sonoran Desert to its south. 

 Kalahari Desert: The Kalahari Desert is a 

large semi-arid sandy savanna in Southern 

Africa covering much of Botswana, parts of 

Namibia and regions of South Africa. The 

Kalahari Desert is a featureless, gently 

undulating, sand-covered plain. 

 The correct North to South arrangement is 1-3-

4-2. Hence option d is the correct answer. 

 

 

 


