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1. UNION BUDGET TO TRANSFORM URBAN LANDSCAPE 

 The World Urban Prospects, 2018 estimates urban population in India at 34% of total 

population which is likely to be 50% by 2050. The new wave of urbanization is 

expected to bring both opportunities and challenges. The urban share of GDP is projected 

to be 75% in 2030, an increase from 62-63% in 2009-10. 

Missions for Urban Transformation 2014-19: 

 Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban) for cleaner and Healthier India 

 Under this, more than 66 lakh toilets have been constructed and more than 99% cities 

have become ODF.  

 The progress in Solid Waste Management (SWM) has also been commendable. Non-

manual cleaning of septic tanks and sewers has been stressed under this programme. 

Har Ghar Jal: AMRUT 

 AMRUT scheme was launched in 500 cities with over 1 lakh population across the country 

in 2015. It envisages achieveing universal coverage of water supply and increasing 

sewerage and septage coverage from 31% to 62%.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Promoting Water Conservation: Jan Andolan: 

 The Jal Shakti Ministry has launched Jal Shakti Abhiyan to make water conservation a 

‘Jan Andolan’ with four major thrust areas:  

 Rain Water Harvesting 

 Re-use of treated waste water 

 Rejuvenation of water bodies 

 Plantation 

 Over 750 ULBs have been identified as water stressed and are being encouraged to enforce 

building-by-laws to build rain water harvesting structures, undertake measures for re-use 

of treated waste water revive at least one water body and undertake plantations. 
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Smart Cities Mission towards smarter Urban India: 

 The objective is to promote sustainable and inclusive cities that provide core infrastructure 

and give a decent quality of life to its citizens, a clean and sustainable environment and 

application of ‘Smart’ Solutions. 

 The focus is on sustainable and inclusive development and the idea is to look at compact 

areas, create a replicable model which will act like a lighthouse to other aspiring cities. 

 

Affordable Housing for All: 

 The government is committed to provide “Housing for All” by 2022. Over and above 

the year-on-year budgetary provisions, a separate mechanism through creation of National 

Urban Housing Funds has been approved to mobilize resources through Extra Budgetary 

Resources for funding housing scheme. 

 The government has created an Affordable Housing Fund (AHF) in the National 

Housing Bank with an initial corpus of Rs 10,000 using priority sector 

lending shortfall of banks/financial institutions.  

 The government also provided certain tax concessions and extension of ongoing provisions 

to promote Affordable Housing Sector under private initiatives. This will further bridge the 

deficit in the urban areas. 

Poverty alleviation, livelihood and Skill Development:  

 The poor in cities, specially the fresh migrants face various deprivations related to 

occupational, residential and social needs which are to be addressed simultaneously in a 

comprehensive and integrated manner. 

 In this context, mission mode approach to urban livelihoods in the form of the 

Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana – National Urban Livelihoods Mission (DAY-

NULM) was initiated.  Under this, the primary target is the urban poor, including the 

urban homeless. 
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 The Finance Minister has proposed to provide 1 year internships to fresh engineers in all 

ULBs in order to enhance the skill of the youth. 

Ease of living:  

 MoHUA released the first ever ‘Ease of Living Index’ in 2018 covering 111 cities. 

Likewise, the Municipal Performance Index, launched by MoHUA in 2019 aims to build 

capacity and assess the performance of India’s municipal bodies on the five pillars of 

governance, technology, services, planning and finance. 

Climate Change and Sustainable Urbanization: 

 MoHUA initiated the Climate Smart Cities Assessment Framework, a pioneering effort 

towards building capacity of its 100 smart cities on climate change adaptation and 

mitigation practices. 

 As part of this endeavor, Ministry has started a Climate Smart Cities Alliance amongst 

cities and like-minded organizations. 
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2. TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE IN INDIA 

 The Government launched the National 

Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP) which has a five 

year vision with an investment of Rs. 103 crore. 

Among roads, railways, airports and ports, the share 

of investment is 36%. In an overall sense, the 

transport infrastructure is the most significant 

investment in the NIP. 

Road Sector: 

 In this, the policy thrust is on increased categorization of national highways, building 

expressways, increased use of electronic tolling and advanced technologies for traffic 

control. This sector has experimented with the different forms of PPPs. 

Challenges in Road Sector: 

 This sector is affected by land acquisition and environmental clearances causing significant 

holdups and time overruns. 

 Many of the projects have turned into non-performing assets for lending institutions.  

 Safety for the road user has still not been addressed comprehensively. 

Rail Sector: 

 The idea of involving private sector participation in passenger trains is a welcome move.  

This will increase the need for up gradation and accountability of the hard infrastructure 

sector. 

 Unlocking value from railway stations by improving customer service and real 

estate value is in the right direction. 

 The merging of cadres is a welcome push. This will solve the problem of breaking 

down inter-departmental barriers for over four decades. 

 There has been a thrust on improving technology and capacity in the railways. For 

example, proposals like Dedicated Freight Corridor (DFC) and High Speed Rail (HSR) give 

a boost to freight movement on railways on the high demand routes and consequentially 

improve passenger train capacity on the conventional parallel routes. 
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Challenges: 

 The fundamentals of how PPPs would be encouraged, and focus on research and 

development for indigenous manufacturing of rolling stock are still not clear. 

Airport Sector: 

 In this, there are two focus areas. The first is on increasing capacity and service levels in 

the top 30 airports, primarily through the PPP route. 

 The second is increasing the number of airports to about 100 and ensuring that all tier II 

and many tier III cities have their own airports. 

Challenges: 

 Regarding the increase in airports to serve lower tier cities, the issue is one of viability. 

Attracting PPPs may be difficult in such airports, though with appropriate viability gap 

funding/subsidies, it is workable. 

Port Sector: 

 In this, Sagarmala is a large project-oriented scheme, which is not proceeding quite 

at the pace. While part of the problem is environmental, the real issue may be one of the 

nature of the need.  

 Ports need modernization for increased efficiency and infrastructure for better 

connectivity.  

 Connectivity issues on the land side, especially by rail, should improve both with the DFCs 

and formation of the Indian Port Rail Corporation Limited (IPRCL). IPRCL was formed in 

2015 to improve the rail port coordination. 
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Metro Rail: 

 Cities are developing metros as part of public transport infrastructure. The network of 

routes must evolve so that there is significant intra-city connectivity.  

 The major metro cities would benefit since the approach is to develop a network. 

Intermodal seamless connectivity with metro transportation is yet to be addressed for 

urban mobility.  

 It is important to plan public transport in tier II and tier III cities from a climate impact 

point of view. Bus corridors, including optimization over the size of the bus, needs to be 

properly planned. Use of analytics on travel patterns would be a big help. 

Rural Infrastructure: 

 The rural road infrastructure has improved significantly over the past two decades. While 

rural roads are developing, the opportunities in agri-supply chain are yet to be fully 

exploited.  

 The focus on cold chains including the announcement of the “Kisan Rail” is a welcome 

step. Rail based reefer movement with multimodal connectivity can enhance the market 

reach of agricultural products including for exports. 
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3. UNION BUDGET 2020-21: A FINE BALANCING ACT 

 Budget this year is woven into three major themes; Aspirational India, Economic 

Development and a Caring Society.  

 It aims to provide better standards of living through improved access to health and 

education. Furthering sustainable growth and economic development, it aims to promote 

the private sector and ensures a harmonious and caring society, which looks after each 

individual’s needs and benefits. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agriculture and Allied Sector: 

 The budget highlights 16 action 

points for agriculture and 

allied activities sector. There 

remains a high disconnect 

between the agricultural output 

and low farmer income due to 

supply bottlenecks.  

 The budget aims to provide 

support for an end-to-end value chain and puts emphasis on warehouse storage and 

development. 
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 Significant attention is given to development of blue economy and through that, India’s 

coastal regions. 

 The move to create a cold supply chain, and launching refrigerated coaches with 

the help of Indian Railways (Kisan Rail) is a welcome step towards improving the 

shelf-life of perishable produce. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Data Center Parks: 

 The budget recognizes the need to keep pace with the frontier technologies, as it proposed 

to enable the private sector to build data center parks and create a national mission on 

quantum technologies will ensure India is well-placed and geared for next Industrial 

Revolution. 

Entrepreneurship: 

 Within the next decade, India would have the largest working age population. To reap the 

benefits of this demographic dividend, appropriate skilling is crucial for improving 

productivity.  

 This would be addressed by New Education Policy. The government has also advocated 

entrepreneurship and start-ups for driving growth.  

 To further encourage this movement, the budget provides tax relief in ESOPs (Employee 

Stock Ownership Plan) held by employees in start-ups.  

 Further, the government’s decision to set up a seed fund to support start-ups in their early 

stages should provide immense boost to budding entrepreneurs. 
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Financial Sector: 

 Opening up of the bond market to foreign investors and extending the investment limit in 

outstanding corporate bonds by FPIs to 15% from the current 9%. 

 

 After the success of Bharat Bond ETF, the government plans to launch a new 

Debt-ETF, comprising primarily of government securities. This step will help to 

increase the depth of the bond market and providing financial intermediaries viable 

options for funding thereby reducing their dependence on Scheduled Commercial Banks. 

 The move to float LIC publicly will not only bring in additional revenues for the 

government, but also increases transparency in the functioning of the organization. 

 Increasing faith in Banking, after PMC Bank crisis is essential.  In this context, the 

government’s step to increase the deposit insurance coverage of Rs. 5 lakh 

from Rs. 1 lakh is a welcome move. 

 Micro, Medium and Small Enterprises (MSMEs) contribute nearly 29% to the 

country’s GDP. As the major lenders in this sector, finances from NBFCs will now be 

facilitated through the TReDs platform to facilitate the strained working capital. 

 In lieu of the on-going struggle face by NBFCs, the budget move their eligibility limit 

for debt recovery under SARFAESI Act to an asset size of Rs.100 crore or loan 

size of Rs.50 lakhs. 

Some Other Important Proposals: 

 Announcement of the National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP) to improve the long-term 

sustainable growth and employment.  

 The budget makes an important 

shift from the past by 

encouraging wealth creation. The 

move towards gradually 

simplifying the corporate and 

personal tax regimes is an 

important step to restore 

confidence back in the economy. 

 The taxpayer’s charter will 

also help to enhance the trust of 

investors and corporates in the government.  
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 New scheme NIRVIK to be launched to achieve higher export credit 

disbursement, which provides for higher insurance coverage, reduction in premium for 

small exporters, simplified procedure for Claim Settlements. 

 Knowledge Translation Clusters to be set up across different technology sectors 

including new and emerging areas. 

 An Indian Institute of Heritage and Conservation under Ministry of Culture 

proposed; with the status of a deemed university. 

 Five archaeological sites to be developed as iconic sites with onsite Museums. 

1. Rakhigarhi (Haryana) 

2. Hastinapur (Uttar Pradesh) 

3. Shivsagar (Assam) 

4. Dholavira (Gujarat) 

5. Adichanallur (Tamil Nadu) 

 Support for setting up of a Tribal Museum in Ranchi (Jharkhand) and Maritime museum 

to be set up at Lothal-the Harappan age maritime site near Ahmedabad, by 

Ministry of Shipping. 

 Re-curation of the Indian Museum in Kolkata and Museum on Numismatics and Trade 

located in Kolkata. 
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4. THE ECONOMICS OF WATER AND SANITATION 

 The Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) is regarded as the largest behavioural change 

programme for sanitation in the world. The most important differentiating factor in the 

SBM is Jan andolan movement. 

 Over 10 crore toilets have been built in rural India and nearly 55 crore people have stopped 

defecting in the open in the five years, contributing to bringing down global open defection 

by more than half. 

 

The Economics of Water and Sanitation: 

 The returns on these investments have been manifold, and its effects on the broader 

economy, markets and employment is significant. 

 UNICEF estimated that the investments in sanitation in India are yielding a 400% 

return, with each rural household in an ODF village saving Rs. 50,000 on 

account of avoided medical spends, time savings and lives saved. 

 Toilet Board Coalition has estimated that sanitation infrastructure and services market in 

India will be worth over $60 billion by 2021, creating many new jobs, even in the most 

rural areas, apart from reducing health and environmental costs, and generating savings 

for households. 

 In the budget, FM announced Rs.10,000 crore for rural sanitation to focus on ODF 

Sustainability, bio-degradable waste management, grey-water management, faecal sludge 

management and plastic waste management for all villages by 2024. 

 The next critical basic service the government is committed to delivering is piped water 

supply.  

 In this context, the government announced Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM), with the goal 

of ensuring piped water supply for all households of India by 2024 and with a 

commitment of 3.6 lakh crore of central and state governments for the scheme. 
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 The biggest impetus to the rural water and sanitation sector is the earmarking of 50% of 

the Rs.90,000 crore grant to rural local bodies under Fifteenth Finance Commission, for 

drinking water and sanitation. 

 This will ensure that the gram panchayat and local communities have more responsible for 

the upkeep of their water and sanitation infrastructure, providing a boost to the 

sustainability of service delivery to the people. 
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5. ACTION PLAN FOR PROSPERITY OF FARMERS 

 The government in 2016 made a strong commitment to double farmer’s income by 2022. 

In this context, the budget mentioned the programmes and plans related to ‘Agriculture, 

Irrigation and Rural Development’ under the board theme of ‘Aspirational India’. 

 The Finance Minister announced a 16 action plan with a wide range of activities and 

measures critical to farmer’s welfare. 

Reforms and Resources: 

 Model Agricultural Land Leasing Act, 2016: 

 Facilitates leasing of land to landless farmers under standard conditions. 

 Model Agricultural Produce and Livestock Marketing (Promotion and 

Facilitation) Act,2017 

 It strives to remove barriers of inter-state boundaries for trade of agricultural produce 

and livestock; so that farmers may get better price for their commodities. 

 Model Agricultural produce and Livestock Contract Farming and Services Act, 

2018: 

 It aims to integrate farmers with bulk purchasers (exporters, agro-industries, etc) for 

better price realization. 

Resource Management: 

 Proposing comprehensive measures 

for 100 water stressed districts, so 

that water does not become a limiting 

factor in enhancing productivity of 

crops. PMKSY was launched in 2015, 

is already under operation to provide 

end-to-end solutions in irrigation 

supply chain. 

 To increase water use efficiency at farm level, a dedicated Micro Irrigation Fund (initial 

corpus Rs. 5000 crore) is facilitating states in expansion of its coverage area by providing 

financial support. 

 To check deteriorating soil health and maintain land fertility, to encourage balanced use of 

all kinds’ fertilizers including the traditional organic and other innovative fertilizers, the 

government encourages the Zero-budget natural farming in this regard. 
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Farms, Farming and Energy: 

 PM-KUSUM (Kisan Urja Suraksha evam Utthan Mahabhiyan): 

1. The scheme removes farmer’s dependence on diesel and kerosene and linked their 

pump sets to solar energy. 

2. The government now to expand the scheme to support 20 lakh farmers for setting-up 

stands alone solar pumps. 

3. It will also help another 15 lakh farmers solarise their grid connected pump sets. 

 The government also announced operationalisation of a related scheme to enable farmers 

to set-up solar power plants on their fallow/barren lands and sell it to the grid for 

additional income. 

 Integrated Farming Systems (IFS): 

1. IFS that combine crops, livestock and subsidiary enterprise in a more productive and 

sustainable way, have emerged as one of the most effective measure to enhance 

farmer’s income. 

2. In this, government announced to expand IFS in rainfed areas is a welcome step. 

3. Multi-tier cropping, bee-keeping, solar pumps, solar energy production in non-

cropping season will be added in IFS is an welcome measure. 

Storage, Transport and Trade: 

 India has an estimated capacity of 162 million metric tonnes of agri-warehousing, cold-

storage, reefer van facilities, etc. but to make optimum and efficient use of these facilities, 

now NABARD will undertake an exercise to map and geo-tag them. 

 Government will provide ‘Viability Gap Funding’ for setting-up such efficient 

warehouses at the block/taluk level. This can be achieved, where states can facilitate 

with land and are on PPP mode. 

 To support warehouses at farm level, a village storage scheme is proposed that will 

be run be run by SHGs. This will enable farmers to hold their agricultural 

produce for better returns with low logistics cost. 

Marketing: 

 Kisan Rail: 

 To build a seamless national cold supply chain for perishables (including milk, meat, 

and fish) by collaborating with Indian Railways through PPP arrangement. 
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 For this ‘Kisan Rail’ will be launched and refrigerated coaches in Express and freight 

trains will also be added. 

 The government also announced ‘Krishi Udaan’ on national and international routes to 

help improve value realization especially in northeast and far flung tribal districts. 

 The government is keen to explore business potential of horticulture sector (fruits, 

vegetables, flowers, spices, etc) by providing marketing and export support. For this 

‘Agriculture Export Policy’ was announced to double the agricultural exports and integrate 

Indian Farmers and agricultural products with the global value chains. 

 The budget also proposes to support states which will focus on ‘one product, one district’ 

based on cluster approach. To expand the marketing of organic agri-products, the 

government announced strengthening of portal ‘Javikkheti’ which is an online national 

organic product market. 

Livestock for Livelihood: 

 The livestock sector has grown at a compound annual growth rate of 7.9% during last 

year’s.  National Animal Disease Control Programme (NADCP) for eradicating 

Foot and Mouth Disease and Brucellosis was launched in 2019. Emphasis has 

been laid with the inclusion to eliminate PPR disease in sheep and goat by 2025. 

 Proposal to increase coverage to Artificial Insemination from the present 30% 

to 70% will help genetic improvement of breeds for better productivity. 

 Using MNREGS for developing fodder farms will increase the much desired 

availability of greed fodder in villages.  Target of doubling milk processing capacity 

from 53.5 million tonnes to 1078 million tonnes by 2025 is a welcome move. 

Blue Economy: 

 The average annual growth of fisheries sector is more than 7% in recent years. It is one of 

the leading seafood exporting nations in the world.  The budget proposed to raise fish 

production to 200 lakh tonnes from 140 lakh tonnes by 2022-23 and also committed to 

promote cultivation of algae and sea-weed along with the novel practice of cage-culture. 

Credits and Allocation: 

 Financing on Negotiable Warehousing Receipts is proposed to be integrated 

with e-NAM to bring in more expansion in the interest of farmers. 

 The NABARD re-finance scheme will be further expanded and all eligible beneficiaries of 

PM-KISAN will be covered under Kisan Credit Scheme. 
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6. INDIA’S QUEST FOR UNIVERSAL HEALTH COVERAGE 

 The meaning of health is not limited to a mere absence of disease but also include leading a 

Healthy Life.  

 This new vision for health for India rests on four pillars: 

1. Ensuring Preventive Health 

2. Providing Affordable Healthcare 

3. Improving supply of Quality Health Services 

4. Effectively implementing government schemes in a Mission Mode 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preventive Health: 

 Special emphasis on Yoga, Ayurveda and fitness  

 Priority given to immunization where the focus is not just bring in new vaccines but also 

improving the access in the remote and rural areas. 

 Emphasis was given to Swachh Bharat or Clean India mission through positive behavioural 

change towards the use of toilets.  

 Ayushman Bharat through its two components – Health and Wellness Centres (HWCs) 

and PM – JAY – addresses health holistically, covering preventive, promotive, curative 

and ambulatory care. 

 HWCs are the primary care with focus on screening and management of lifestyle diseases 

like cancer, diabetes, and cardio-vascular illnesses, among others. 

Affordable Healthcare: 

 PM- JAY is the world’s largest publicly-funded heal assurance scheme and 

provides health cover of Rs.5 lakh for cashless secondary and tertiary in-

patient care. 
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 More than 5000 special pharmacies have been set up under which 800 critical drugs have 

been made available at affordable prices. Because this initiative, price of cardiac stents 

reduced by 80% and knee implants reduced by 50-70%. 

 Under PM National Dialysis Programme, lakhs of people are able to avail free 

dialysis at district hospitals. 

Quality Health Services: 

 Focuses on supply side expansion of building medical infrastructure and providing quality 

medical education. 

 For this National Medical Commission Act, 2019 was enacted. This will bring 

 New regulator of medical education and certification 

 Reducing the burden of multiple exams on students 

 Ensuring probity in medical education 

 Bringing down costs of medical education  

 Simplifying procedures 

 Enhancing the number of seats in medical colleges 

 Providing wider access to quality healthcare to all 

 Effective implementation of Government Schemes: 

 National Nutrition Mission to tackle anemia and stunting through the provision of 

adequate nutrition for the mother and child was launched. 

 Mission mode interventions like eliminating TB by 2025 and single-use plastic 

by 2022, reducing not just environmental pollution but also contributing to the health 

and wellness of all citizens. 

Budget Proposals Regarding Healthcare: 

 Giving emphasis to universal immunization; Mission Indradhanush has been 

expanded to cover 12 related diseases, including Five New Vaccines. 

 Fit India Movement is a vital part of fight against NCDs resulting from lifestyle issues like 

unhealthy eating habits, smoking, and alcohol abuse, lack of physical exercise, stress and 

anxiety. 

 The Jal Jeevan Mission, a focused safe water programme and SBM have been further 

strengthened to support the health vision and reduce the double burden of disease-

stemming from both communicable as well as non-communicable diseases. 
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 To expand the Jan Aushadhi Kendra Scheme to all districts offering 2000 medicines and 

300 surgical by 2024. 

 To address the supply side constraints, especially in tier 2 and tier 3 cities, Viability Gap 

Funding (VGF) for setting up hospitals in the smaller cities was announced. 

 PPP approach will be used for setting up medical colleges in district hospitals where states 

are willing to provide land. This will provide impetus for the creation of medical workforce 

and strengthen service provisioning.  

Challenges on the path to Universal Health Coverage: 

 Tailor-made social and behavioral change communication strategies capable of reaching 

the most vulnerable sections of the population need to be devised. 

 The supply side needs to be strengthened by empanelling all public hospitals in the 

country so that beneficiaries can avail good quality care provided by these facilities. 

 The coverage should be expanded to other vulnerable population groups such as 

construction workers, artisans, etc. 

 The quality of care needs Further Improvement. 

 The fraud and abuse control machinery needs to be further bolstered to minimize all kinds 

of malpractices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


