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1. Under which of the following categories is the 

Snow Leopard listed in the IUCN Red List? 

(a) Near Threatened 

(b) Vulnerable 

(c) Endangered 

(d) Critically Endangered 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 According to the latest assessment, Snow 

Leopard is listed as Vulnerable in the IUCN 

Red List 

 

Tag: Science & Technology 

2. Consider the following statements: 

1. Earth is in the Sun’s Goldilocks zone. 

2. Goldilocks Zone refers to a Habitable Zone 

around a star, where it is not too Hot and 

not too cold for Liquid water to exist on the 

surface of Surrounding Planets. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are 

Incorrect? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d 

Explanation: 

 Both the statements are correct. 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Consider the following statements: 

1. National Bamboo Mission is a Centrally 

Sponsored Scheme. 

2. It is a sub-scheme under the Mission for 

Integrated Development of Horticulture 

(MIDH). 

3. The Bamboo grown outside Forest Areas 

has been Excluded from the Definition of 

Tree. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) 3 only 

Answer: c 

Explanation: 

 National Bamboo Mission is a Centrally 

Sponsored Scheme. 

 It is a sub-scheme under the Mission for 

Integrated Development of Horticulture 

(MIDH). 

 The bamboo grown outside forest areas has 

been excluded from the definition of tree by 

amending Section 2 (7) of the Indian Forest 

Act, 1927 in 2017. This would help in 

exempting it from trees that need permits 

for Felling or Transportation. 
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4. Consider the following statements, with regard 

to Chilika Lake: 

1. It was designated the first Indian wetland of 

international importance under the Ramsar 

Convention. 

2. It is the largest salt-water lagoon of Asia. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Migratory birds in and around Chilika lake 

and Bhitarkanika National Park have 

started leaving earlier (in February) than 

other years, as temperatures in Odisha (in 

and around Chilika lake) began to soar. 

 Every year in winter, migratory birds arrive 

at the water bodies around Chilika Lake, 

Asia’s largest salt-water lagoon and 

Bhitarkanika, the second-largest mangrove 

forest in India (the largest being the 

Sunderbans, West Bengal).  

 In 1981, Chilika Lake was designated the 

first Indian wetland of international 

importance under the Ramsar Convention.  

 Major attraction at Chilika is Irrawaddy 

dolphins which are often spotted off 

Satapada Island. 

 

 

5. Consider the following statements, with 

reference to 'Genetically Modified Crops': 

1. It is a plant breeding process that involves 

crossing of species of the same genus to 

provide the offspring of desired traits.  

2. DMH-11 mustard is the only Genetically 

Modified (GM) crop that is allowed in 

India.  

3. Council of Scientific and Industrial 

Research (CSIR) is the apex body that 

allows for commercial release of GM 

crops.  

Which of the statements given above is/are not 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Genetic Modification of Crops is 

conventional plant breeding involving 

crossing of species of the same genus to 

provide the offspring with the desired traits 

of both parents.  

 Genus is a class of items such as a group of 

animals or plants with similar traits, 

qualities or features. 

 Bt cotton is the only Genetically Modified 

(GM) crop that is allowed in India. It has 

alien genes from the soil bacterium  
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Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) that allows the 

crop to develop a protein toxic to the 

common pest pink bollworm.  

 Herbicide Tolerant Bt (Ht Bt) cotton, on the 

other hand is derived with the insertion of 

an additional gene, from another soil 

bacterium, which allows the plant to resist 

the common herbicide glyphosate. 

 In Bt brinjal, a gene allows the plant to 

resist attacks of fruit and shoot borers. 

 In DMH-11 mustard, genetic modification 

allows cross-pollination in a crop that self-

pollinates in nature. 

 In India, the Genetic Engineering Appraisal 

Committee (GEAC) is the apex body that 

allows for commercial release of GM 

crops.  

 

 

6. With reference to the Saras Aajeevika Mela 

2021, consider the following statements: 

1. It is an initiative by the Deendayal 

Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural 

Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM). 

2. It aims to provide a platform to rural 

women to showcase their skills and 

products. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, the Union Minister for Rural 

Development inaugurated Saras Aajeevika 

Mela 2021 at Noida Haat. 

 It is a programme to transform rural India 

in general and the lives of rural women in 

particular. 

 It is an initiative by the Deendayal 

Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural 

Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM) under 

the Ministry of Rural Development 

(MoRD) organised by the Council for 

Advancement of People’s Action and Rural 

Technology (CAPART).  

 It aims to bring the rural women Self Help 

Groups (SHGs) under one platform so that 

they can showcase their skills, sell their 

products, and help them build linkages with 

bulk buyers. 

 Through participation in SARAS 

Aajeevika Mela, these rural SHG women 

will get vital national level exposure to 

understand the demand and taste of Urban 

Customers.  
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7. Cauvery River was recently seen in news. 

Which of the following are the tributaries of 

the Cauvery River? 

1. Amravati  

2. Bhavani  

3. Hemavati  

4. Kabini 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• Cauvery is a sacred river of southern India. 

It rises in the Brahmagiri range of the 

Western Ghats and falls in the Bay of 

Bengal south of Cuddalore, in Tamil Nadu. 

• It forms the sacred islands of Srirangapatna 

and Shivanasamudra and Shivanasamudra 

falls and also a wide delta. 

• Total Length of the river is about 760 km. 

• Its main tributaries are Amravati, Bhavani, 

Hemavati, Kabini, Shimsha, and 

Lakshmana Tirtha. 

• Its basin drains parts of Karnataka, Kerala 

and Tamil Nadu. 

 

8. Consider the following statements: 

1. Voting rights for NRIs were introduced 

only in 2011, through an amendment to the 

Representation of the People Act 1950. 

2. An NRI can vote in the constituency in 

which her place of residence, as mentioned 

in the passport, is located. 

3. Recently Election Commission has 

extended postal ballots facility to the NRIs. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• Voting rights for NRIs were introduced 

only in 2011, through an amendment to the 

Representation of the People Act 1950. 

• An NRI can vote in the constituency in 

which her place of residence, as mentioned 

in the passport, is located. 

• She can only vote in person and will have 

to produce her passport in original at the 

polling station for establishing identity. 
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• Recently Election Commission has 

extended postal ballots facility to the NRIs. 

However, it has also said that postal ballots 

facility would not be extended to NRIs for 

the upcoming elections to the Assam, 

Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Kerala and West 

Bengal Assemblies. 

• So, all the three statements are correct. 

 

9. Consider the following pairs: 

                 River          Disputed states 

1. Narmada -      Madhya Pradesh, 

Gujarat, Maharashtra, Rajasthan 

2. Krishna -      Maharashtra, Andhra 

Pradesh, Karnataka, Telangana 

3. Vamsadhara -      Chhattisgarh, Odisha 

4. Cauvery -      Kerala, Karnataka, 

Tamil Nadu and Puducherry 

Which of the pairs given above are correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 4 only 

Answer: d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explanation: 

MAJOR INTER-STATE RIVER 

DISPUTES 

River (s) States 

Ravi and Beas Punjab, Haryana, 

Rajasthan 

Narmada Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, 

Maharashtra, Rajasthan 

Krishna 
Maharashtra, Andhra 

Pradesh, Karnataka, 

Telangana 

Vamsadhara Andhra Pradesh & Odisha 

Cauvery Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil 

Nadu and Puducherry 

Godavari 
Maharashtra, Andhra 

Pradesh, Karnataka, 

Madhya Pradesh, Odisha 

Mahanadi Chhattisgarh, Odisha 

Mahadayi Goa, Maharashtra, 

Karnataka 

Periyar Tamil Nadu, Kerala 

 

10. The Union Cabinet has recently approved the 

ratification of seven chemicals listed under 

Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic 

Pollutants (POPs) to be banned in India. Which 

of the following were among them? 

1. Chlordecone 

2. Hexabromobiphenyl 

3. Pentachlorobenzene 
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4. Hexachlorobenzene 

5. Hexachlorobutadiene 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• The Cabinet further delegated its powers to 

ratify chemicals under the Stockholm 

Convention to Union Ministries of External 

Affairs (MEA) and Environment, Forest 

and Climate Change (MEFCC) in respect 

of POPs for streamlining the procedure. 

• Considering its commitment towards 

providing a safe environment and 

addressing human health risks, the Ministry 

of Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change (MoEFCC) had notified the 

'Regulation of Persistent Organic 

Pollutants Rules, in 2018 under the 

provisions of Environment (Protection) 

Act, 1986. 

• The regulation inter alia prohibits the 

manufacture, trade, use, import and export 

of seven chemicals, namely: 

✓ Chlordecone, 

✓ Hexabromobiphenyl, 

✓ Hexabromodiphenyl ether and Hepta 

Bromodiphenyl Ether (Commercial 

octa-BDE), 

✓ Tetrabromodiphenyl ether and 

Pentabromodiphenyl ether 

(Commercial penta-BDE), 

✓ Pentachlorobenzene, 

✓ Hexabromocyclododecane, and 

✓ Hexachlorobutadiene. 

• India already ratified the Stockholm 

Convention in 2006 as per Article 25(4), 

which enabled it to keep itself in a default 

"opt-out" position such that amendments in 

various Annexes of the convention cannot 

be enforced on it unless an instrument of 

ratification/ acceptance/ approval or 

accession is explicitly deposited with UN 

depositary. 

• The convention calls to ban nine of the 

dirty dozen chemicals (key POPs), limit the 

use of DDT to malaria control, and curtail 

inadvertent production of dioxins and 

furans. The convention listed twelve 

distinct chemicals in three categories: 

 Eight pesticides (aldrin, chlordane, 

DDT, dieldrin, endrin, heptachlor, 

mirex and toxaphene) 

 Two industrial chemicals (poly 

chlorinated biphenyls and 

hexachlorobenzene). So, answer is c. 

 Two unintended by-products of many 

industrial processes involving chlorine 

such as waste incineration, chemical 

and pesticide manufacturing and pulp 

and paper bleaching (poly chlorinated  
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 dibenzo-p-dioxins and dibenzofurans, 

commonly referred to as dioxins and 

furans). 
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1. Consider the following statements: 

1. Phishing is the method of trying to gather 

personal information using deceptive e-

mails and websites. 

2. Malware is a type of malicious software 

designed to block access to a computer 

system until a sum of money is paid. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Phishing is the method of trying to gather 

personal information using deceptive e-

mails and websites. So, statement 1 is 

correct. 

 Malicious software or malware can be 

described as unwanted software that is 

installed in your system without your 

consent. 

 Ransomware is a type of malicious 

software designed to block access to a 

computer system until a sum of money is 

paid. So, statement 2 is not correct. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. With respect to Adjusted Gross Revenue 

(AGR), consider the following statements: 

1. Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) is the 

usage and licensing fee that telecom 

operators are charged by the Department of 

Telecommunications (DoT). 

2. Revenues from non-core telecom 

operations are excluded from the AGR. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a 

Explanation: 

• Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) is the 

usage and Licensing Fee that telecom 

operators are charged by the 

Department of Telecommunications 

(DoT). So, statement 1 is correct. 

• It is divided into spectrum usage 

charges and licensing fees, pegged 

between 3-5 percent and 8 percent 

respectively. 

• Spectrum usage charges is the charge 

that is required to be paid by the 

licensees providing mobile access 

services, as a percentage of their 

Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR). 
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• The spectrum slabs/rates for the same 

are notified by the Government from 

time to time. 

• While telecom companies argued that it 

should comprise revenue from telecom 

services, the DoT’s stand was that the 

AGR should include all revenue earned 

by an operator, including that from 

non-core telecom operations. So, 

statement 2 is incorrect. 

• The AGR directly impacts the outgo 

from the pockets of telcos to the DoT as 

it is used to calculate the levies payable 

by operators. 

• Currently, telecom operators pay 8% of 

the AGR as licence fee, while spectrum 

usage charges (SUC) vary between 3-5% 

of AGR. 

 

3. With reference to the Spectrum Auction, which 

of the statement(s) given below is/are correct? 

1. Reliance Jio was the greatest bidder of 5G 

airwaves in the spectrum auctions which 

was conducted recently. 

2. Foreign companies will have to either set 

up a branch in India and register as an 

Indian company, or tie up with an Indian 

company to be able to retain the airwaves 

After Winning Them. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

 

 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer:  b) 

Explanation: 

• 5G airwaves are not for sale in this 

auction. So, statement 1 is not correct. 

• All three private telecom players, 

Reliance Jio Infocomm, Bharti Airtel, and 

Vi are eligible contenders to buy 

additional spectrum to support the 

number of users on their network. 

• Apart from these three, new companies, 

including foreign companies, are also 

eligible to bid for the airwaves. 

 Foreign companies, however, will have to 

either set up a branch in India and register 

as an Indian company, or tie up with an 

Indian company to be able to retain the 

airwaves after winning them. So, 

statement 2 is correct. 

 

4. With reference to communication 

technologies, what is/are the 

difference/differences between LTE (Long-

Term Evolution) and VoLTE (Voice over 

Long-Term Evolution)?  

1. LTE is commonly marketed as 3G and 

VoLTE is commonly marketed as 

advanced 3G. 
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2. LTE is data-only technology and VoLTE is 

voice-only technology. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

What is LTE? 

 LTE stands for 'Long Term Evolution'. 

Generally, LTE is also called 4G. During 

this service, the internet runs at 4G speed 

on your smartphone. In this network, you 

can enjoy the internet with high-speed 

bandwidth.  

 What is VoLTE? 

 VoLTE stands for 'Voice over Long Term 

Evolution'. It also supports 4G networks. 

Like LTE, you can also enjoy high-speed 

internet in it. 

 Difference between LTE and VoLTE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LTE VoLTE 

1. Its full form is 

'Long Term 

Evolution'. 

1. Its full form is 

'VoLTE stands for 

Voice over Long-

Term Evolution'. 

2. The users need to 

have External 

software to make 

video calls on LTE 

networks such as 

WhatsApp, Facebook 

Messenger, and 

Skype. 

2. The users need not 

have an external 

software to make 

video calls but just 

phone number is 

required to video call 

anybody. 

3. It May or may not 

support voice calls 

and data services 

together. 

3. It supports voice 

calls and data 

services together. 

4. It targets 

increasing data rates 

on the 4G bandwidth 

only. 

4. It targets both 

internet data and 

voice calling without 

affecting each other. 

5. It takes around 7 

seconds to connect a 

call on 3G networks. 

5. It connects the 

users only in a 

second if both users 

are on the VoLTE 

network. 

6. It was launched by 

Airtel in India. 

6.  It was launched 

by the Jio in India. 

7. It was launched in 

2012. 

7. It was launched in 

2016. 

  

5. Chushul Valley, sometimes seen in news is 

located in which of the following state/UT? 

(a) Ladakh 

(b) Jammu & Kashmir 

(c) Sikkim 
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(d) Uttarakhand 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The Chushul sub-sector has come into 

focus in the standoff between the Indian 

and PLA troops. 

 The Chushul sub-sector lies south of 

Pangong Tso in eastern Ladakh. 

 It comprises high, broken mountains and 

heights of Thatung, Black Top, Helmet 

Top, Gurung Hill, and Magger Hill besides 

passes such as Rezang La and Reqin La, the 

Spanggur Gap, and the Chushul valley. 

 Situated at a height of over 13,000 feet 

close to the LAC, the Chushul Valley has a 

vital airstrip that played an important role 

even during the 1962 War with China. 

 
 

 

6. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Constitution prescribes that the total 

number of Ministers, including the Chief 

Minister, in the Council of Ministers in a 

State shall not exceed 15% of the total 

number of members of the Legislative 

Assembly of that State. 

2. This provision was introduced through the 

91st Constitution (Amendment) Act, 2003. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• Both the statements are correct. 

 

7. Consider the following statements regarding 

the Defence Acquisition Council (DAC): 

1. The Chairman of DAC is the Minister of 

Defence and the Vice Chairman is the 

Secretary of Defence. 

2. It was constituted to ensure a fair defence 

Procurement Planning Process. 

3. It also advices the Prime Minister regarding 

the national Security Policy. 

Which of the statements given below is/are not 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• The Chairman of DAC is the Minister of 

Defence and the other members include 

Minister of State for Defence, Chief of 

Army Staff, Chief of Naval Staff, Chief of 

Air Staff, Defence Secretary, Secretary of 

Defence Research & Development, 
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Secretary of Defence Production, Chief 

of Integrated Staff Committees HQ IDS, 

Director General (Acquisition), Dy. Chief 

of Integrated Defence as Staff Member 

Secretary. 

• There is no Vice Chairman. So, 

statement 1 is not correct. 

• National security policy advisory is done 

by National Security Advisor. So 

statement 3 is also not correct. 

 

8. Consider the following statements: 

1. Channapatna toys are made of ivory wood 

and are coloured with vegetable dyes. 

2. Channapatna toys have been given the 

Geographical Indication Tag under the 

World Trade Organization. 

3. Channapatna is known as the Toy-City of 

Andhra Pradesh. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are 

Incorrect? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 only 

(d) 3 only 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Channapattana is a city and taluk 

headquarter in Ramanagara District in 

Karnataka. 

 It is noted for its famous handmade lacquer 

wooden toys all over the world and hence 

popularly known as “Gombegala Ooru” or 

the “Toy-City” of Karnataka 

 Channapatna toys are made of ivory wood 

and are coloured with vegetable dyes. 

 Channapatna toys have been given the 

Geographical Indication Tag under the 

World Trade Organization. 

 

9. Consider the following statements: 

1. Sri Lankan Tamils are a Minority 

Population in the Northern Province and in 

the Eastern Province of Sri Lanka. 

2. Sri Lanka has been Facing Diplomatic 

Challenges with the United Nations Human 

Rights Council (UNHRC) in connection 

with its Civil War. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Sri Lankan Tamils constitute an 

overwhelming majority of the population 

in the Northern Province and are the largest 

ethnic group in the Eastern Province. 

 They are members of the Tamil ethnic 

group native to Sri Lanka. 

 They constitute a majority in the Northern 

Province, live in significant numbers in the 

Eastern Province and are in the minority 

throughout the rest of the country. 70% of 
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Sri Lankan Tamils in Sri Lanka live in the 

Northern and Eastern provinces. 

 Sri Lanka has been facing diplomatic 

challenges with the United Nations Human 

Rights Council (UNHRC) in connection 

with its civil war. 

 

10. Which of the following pollutant/s is/are NOT 

included in the measurement of Air Quality 

Index (AQI)? 

1. Ammonia 

2. Carbon Monoxide 

3. Carbon Dioxide 

4. Ozone 

5. Sulphur Dioxide 

Choose the correct option: 

(a) 1 and 4 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 3 and 5 only 

(d) 3 only 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Air Quality Index (AQI) has six categories 

of air quality. They are: Good, Satisfactory, 

Moderately Polluted, Poor, Very Poor and 

Severe. 

 The measurement of air quality is based on 

eight pollutants. 

 Following pollutants are included in the 

measurement of Air Quality Index (AQI): 

Particulate Matter (PM10), Particulate 

Matter (PM2.5), Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2), 

Sulphur Dioxide (SO2), Carbon Monoxide 

(CO), Ozone (O3), Ammonia (NH3), and 

Lead (Pb). 
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1. Consider the following statements with respect 

to Rashtriya Ucchatar Shiksha Abhiyan 

(RUSA): 

1. It is a central sector scheme. 

2. It aims to provide strategic funding to 

eligible State Higher Educational 

Institutions. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 It is a centrally sponsored scheme launched 

in 2013. 

 It aims to provide strategic funding to 

eligible state higher educational 

Institutions. 

 The central funding (in the ratio of 60:40 

for general category states, 90:10 for 

special category states and 100% for union 

territories) is based on norms and is 

outcome dependent. 

 Funds flow from the central ministry 

through the state governments/union 

territories to the State Higher Education 

Councils before reaching the identified 

institutions. 

 It is a scheme under the Ministry of 

Education (formerly HRD). 

 

 

2. Consider the following statements with respect 

to the strait of Hormuz: 

1. It separates Iran from the Arabian 

Peninsula. 

2. It links the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of 

Oman. 

3. It provides the only sea passage from the 

Persian Gulf to the Arabian Sea. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Strait of Hormuz is a strait between the 

Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman. 

 It separates Iran from the Arabian 

Peninsula. It provides the only sea passage 

from the Persian Gulf to the Arabian Sea. 
 

 

3. Consider the following statements with respect 

to Janaushadhi centres: 

1. These centres are run by the Indian Medical 

Association (IMA). 

2. At these centres, generic medicines are sold 

at 50% to 90% lesser prices as compared to 

the market prices of branded medicines. 

3. The centres are run as a part of Pradhan 

Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana 

(PMBJP). 

Which of the given statement/s is/are 

Incorrect? 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


044-

26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

  UPSC MARCH - 2021 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 03 

           2 | P a g e  

 
 Daily Current Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests www.iasgatewayy.com 

   

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) None of the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Janaushadhi centres are run as part of the 

Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi 

Pariyojana (PMBJP). 

 These centres are run by the Bureau of 

Pharma PSUs in India (BPPI). 

 In these centres, generic medicines are sold 

at 50% to 90% lesser prices as compared to 

the market prices of Branded Medicines. 

 

4. Consider the following statements, with regard 

to Mahanadi river:  

1. It is the largest peninsular river system of 

India.  

2. The river flows through the states of 

Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh and 

Maharashtra. 

3. India’s tallest dam is built on the Mahanadi 

River.  

Which of the statements given above is/are not 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

 

 

Explanation: 

 The Mahanadi River system is the third 

largest of peninsular India after Godavari 

and Krishna, and the largest river of Odisha 

state.  

 The catchment area of the river extends to 

Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, 

Jharkhand and Maharashtra.  

 Its basin is bounded by the Central India 

hills on the north, by the Eastern Ghats on 

the south and east and by the Maikala range 

on the west. 

 The Hirakud dam is built across river 

Mahanadi at about 15 km upstream of 

Sambalpur town in the state of Odisha.  

 The Tehri Dam, tallest in India, is a multi-

purpose rock and earth-fill embankment 

dam on the Bhagirathi River near Tehri in 

Uttarakhand, India. 

 

5. In context to the Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha 

Abhiyan, consider the following statements: 

1. It provides fundings to higher education 

institutions throughout the country. 

2. It is a centrally sponsored scheme. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 
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Explanation: 

 Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan aims 

at providing strategic funding to higher 

education institutions throughout the 

country.  

 The scheme is being operated in mission 

mode for funding state universities and 

colleges to achieve the aims of equity, 

access and excellence. 

 It is a centrally sponsored scheme launched 

in October 2013.  

 

6. Consider the following, with regard to the 

satellites of PSLV-C51: 

1. Amazonia 1 has been placed in a geo-

synchronous polar orbit.  

2. UNITYsat satellites have been deployed to 

Provide Radio Relay Services. 

3. SDSAT is a nano satellite.  

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b)  

Explanation: 

 Recently, the 53rd flight of PSLV-C51 

marked the first dedicated mission for New 

Space India Ltd (NSIL), the commercial 

arm of Indian Space Research Organisation 

(ISRO).  

 Amazonia 1 belongs to the Brazilian 

National Institute for Space Research 

(INPE), was injected into its precise orbit 

of 758 km in a sun-synchronous polar orbit 

successfully.  

 UNITYsat satellites have been deployed to 

provide radio relay services.  

 Satish Dhawan Satellite (SDSAT) is a nano 

satellite intended to study the radiation 

levels/space weather and demonstrate long 

range communication technologies.  

 

7. Consider the following statements: 

1. It is an inter-governmental body established 

in 1989 during the G7 Summit in Paris. 

2. One of the objectives of the organisation is 

to set standards and promote effective 

implementation of legal, regulatory and 

operational measures for combating money 

laundering, terror financing. 

3. India is one of the members of this 

organisation. 

The above statement implies which of the 

following organisation? 

(a) UNODC 

(b) UN Inter agency group 

(c) FATF 

(d) Transparency International 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is 

an inter-governmental body established 

in 1989 during the G7 Summit in Paris. 
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 The objectives of the FATF are to set 

standards and promote effective 

implementation of legal, regulatory and 

operational measures for combating money 

laundering, terrorist financing and other 

related threats to the integrity of the 

international financial system. 

 Its Secretariat is located at the Organisation 

for Economic Cooperation and 

Development (OECD) headquarters in 

Paris. 

 Member Countries: As of 2019, it consists 

of thirty-seven member jurisdictions. India 

is one of the members. 

 FATF has Two Lists: 

1. Grey List: Countries that are considered 

safe haven for supporting terror funding 

and money laundering are put in the FATF 

grey list. This inclusion serves as a warning 

to the country that it may enter the blacklist. 

2. Black List: Countries known as Non-

Cooperative Countries or Territories 

(NCCTs) are put in the blacklist. These 

countries support terror funding and money 

laundering activities. The FATF revises the 

blacklist regularly, adding or deleting 

entries. 

• The FATF Plenary is the decision-making 

body of the FATF. It meets three times per 

year. 

 

 

 

8. With reference to the Himalayan serow, which 

of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

1. They are typically found at altitudes 

between 2,000 metres and 4,000 metres 

only.  

2. The animal has also been spotted in the 

Rupi Bhaba Wildlife Sanctuary, and in the 

higher reaches of Chamba. 

3. They are recognized as Vulnerable in 

IUCN list of endangered species. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• Himalayan serow resembles a cross 

between a goat, a donkey, a cow, and a pig. 

• It’s a medium-sized herbivores mammal 

with a large head, thick neck, short limbs, 

long, mule-like ears, and a coat of dark hair. 

• There are several species of serows, and all 

of them are found in Asia. 

 The Himalayan serow, or Capricornis 

sumatraensis thar, is restricted to the 

Himalayan region. Taxonomically, it is 

a subspecies of the mainland serow 

(Capricornis sumatraensis). 

 They are typically found at altitudes 

between 2,000 metres and 4,000 metres.  
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 They are known to be found in eastern, 

central, and western Himalayas, but not in 

the Trans Himalayan region. 

 The Trans-Himalayas Mountain 

Region or Tibet Himalayan Region is 

located to the north of the Great 

Himalayas which consists of 

Karakoram, Ladakh, Zaskar and 

Kailash mountain ranges. 

• Conservation Status: 

 IUCN Red List: Vulnerable 

 CITES: Appendix I 

 The Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: 

Schedule I 

• The animal has also been spotted in the 

Rupi Bhaba Wildlife Sanctuary, and in the 

higher reaches of Chamba. 

 The Sanctuary is locally well known for 

its extensive alpine pastures as well as 

the numerous treks, trails and passes 

that connect it with the neighbouring 

Great Himalayan National Park and Pin 

Valley National Park. 

• The animal was spotted near Hurling 

village in Spiti, Himachal Pradesh in 

December 2020. 

 Spiti lies in the cold mountain desert 

region of the western Himalaya, and its 

valley floor has an average elevation of 

4,270 metres above sea level, making 

the sighting special as Serows are 

generally not found at this altitude. 

 

9. The GEF is a financial mechanism for which 

of the major international environmental 

conventions? 

1. UNFCCC 

2. UNCBD 

3. Stockholm Convention POPs 

4. UNCCD 

5. The Minamata Convention on Mercury 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• GEF was established with the Rio Earth 

Summit of 1992. 

• It is headquartered at Washington, D.C., 

USA. 

• The GEF is jointly managed by the United 

Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP), the World Bank, and the United 

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 

• The financial mechanism was established 

to help tackle our planet’s most pressing 

environmental problems. 

• It provides funds to the developing 

Countries and Transition Economies for 

projects related to climate change, 

biodiversity, the ozone layer, etc. 
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• It is a Financial Mechanism for 5 major 

international environmental conventions: 

 The United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC), 

 The United Nations Convention on 

Biological Diversity (UNCBD), 

 The Stockholm Convention on 

Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs), 

 The United Nations Convention to 

Combat Desertification (UNCCD), and 

 The Minamata Convention on Mercury. 

 

10. 4. Which of the Indian states/UTs share 

International Border with China? 

1. Sikkim 

2. Arunachal Pradesh 

3. Assam 

4. Jammu & Kashmir 

5. Ladakh 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 5 only 

(c) 1, 2, 4 and 5 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3, and 4 only 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 India shares 3488 km of border with China 

that runs along the states of Himachal 

Pradesh, Sikkim, Uttarakhand, Arunachal 

Pradesh and the Union Territories of 

Ladakh too. 

 After the bifurcation of Jammu & Kashmir 

and Ladakh, China now shares its border 

only with Ladakh. 
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1. Consider the following statements, with regard 

to Exercise Desert Flag-VI: 

1. It is an annual multinational warfare 

exercise of the UAE. 

2. Indian Air Force is participating in the 

exercise for the first time in 2021. 

Which of the statements given above is are not 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Ex Desert Flag is an annual multinational 

large force employment warfare exercise 

hosted by the UAE Air Force.  

 Ex Desert Flag-VI is about a three-week 

long exercise scheduled from 3rd - 27th 

March 2021 at Al-Dhafra air base, UAE. 

 For the first time, the Indian Air Force 

(IAF) is participating in the Exercise Desert 

Flag-VI.  

 The air forces of the UAE, India, United 

States of America, France, Saudi Arabia, 

South Korea and Bahrain are participating 

in the exercise. 

 The IAF is participating with six Su-30 

MKI, two C-17 Globemasters and one IL-

78 tanker aircraft. 

 

 

 

2. Consider the following statements, with regard 

to black-browed Babbler: 

1. It is a bird recently rediscovered in 

Kalimantan, Indonesia. 

2. It is listed as critically endangered in the 

IUCN Red List. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 In the 1840s, a mystery bird was caught on 

an expedition to the East Indies. It was 

named as black-browed babbler. 

 The species was never seen in the wild 

again, and a stuffed specimen featuring a 

bright yellow glass eye was the only proof 

of its existence. 

 Recently, a Black-Browed Babbler 

(Malacocincla perspicillata) was 

rediscovered in southeastern Kalimantan, 

the part of Borneo that is administered by 

Indonesia. Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

 This bird is often called 'the biggest enigma 

in Indonesian ornithology’. 

 It is listed as Data Deficient in the IUCN 

Red List.  
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3. In context to the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), 

Consider the Following Statements: 

1. The secretariat of UNFCCC is located in 

Germany. 

2. The UNFCCC is the parent treaty of the 

Kyoto Protocol and Paris Agreement. 

3. The Paris Agreement is a legally binding 

international treaty which replaced the 

Kyoto Protocol. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC) is tasked with supporting the 

global response to the threat of climate 

change. 

 The UNFCCC secretariat is located in 

Bonn, Germany.  

 The Convention has near universal 

membership (197 Parties) and is the parent 

treaty of the 2015 Paris Agreement and 

1997 Kyoto Protocol. Hence, statement 2 is 

correct. 

 

 

 Paris Agreement (also known as the 

Conference of Parties 21 or COP 21) is a 

landmark environmental accord that was 

adopted in 2015 to address climate change 

and its negative impacts. 

 It replaced the Kyoto Protocol which was 

an earlier agreement to deal with climate 

change. It is a legally binding international 

treaty on climate change.  

 It was adopted by 196 countries at 

Conference of the Parties COP 21 in Paris 

in December 2015. 

 

4. Consider the following statements with respect 

to Himalayan serow: 

1. It is a high altitude dweller usually found 

2,000-4,000 metres above sea level. 

2. It is a goat-antelope. 

3. It is classified as ‘Critically Endangered’ in 

the IUCN Red List. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) 1 and 2 only 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Himalayan serow is a goat-antelope. 

 The Himalayan mammal is a high-altitude 

dweller usually found 2,000-4,000 metres 

above sea level. 

 It is classified as ‘Vulnerable’ in the IUCN 

Red List. 
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5. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly 

matched? 

1. Negev Light Machine Gun – U.S.A 

2. SIG-716 assault rifles – Israel 

3. AK-203 assault rifles – Russia 

Choose the correct option: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 3 only 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Light Machine Guns (LMGs) are designed 

to be employed by an individual soldier, 

with or without an assistant, as an infantry 

support weapon. 

 Negev is Israeli LMG. 

 SIG-716 assault rifles are American LMG. 

 AK-203 assault rifles are Russian LMG. 
 

 

6. Consider the following statements with respect 

to Manas National Park: 

1. It is a UNESCO Natural World Heritage 

site. 

2. It is located in Assam. 

3. It is a tiger reserve as well as an Elephant 

reserve. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 2 only 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Manas National Park is a UNESCO Natural 

World Heritage site. 

 It is located in Assam. It is a tiger reserve, 

an elephant reserve and a Biosphere 

Reserve. 

 

7. With regards to Contempt of Court, consider 

the following statements: 

1. Civil contempt is a contempt is the 

publication whether by words, spoken or 

written, or by signs, or by visible 

representation. 

2. Criminal contempt is a ‘willful 

disobedience to any judgment, decree, 

direction, order, writ or other processes of 

a Court or willful breach of an undertaking 

given to the court’. 

3. The Contempt of Courts Act, 1971, very 

clearly states that fair criticism of any case 

which has been heard and decided is not 

contempt. 

Which of the statements given above are not 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

• In India, the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971, 

divides contempt into civil contempt and 

criminal contempt. 
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• ‘Civil contempt’ is a ‘willful disobedience 

to any judgment, decree, direction, order, 

writ or other processes of a Court or willful 

breach of an undertaking given to the 

court’. 

• ‘Criminal contempt’ is ‘the publication 

(whether by words, spoken or written, or by 

signs, or by visible representation, or 

otherwise) of any matter or the doing of any 

other act whatsoever which: 

1. Scandalizes or tends to scandalize, or 

lowers or tends to lower the authority of, 

any court. 

2. Prejudices, or interferes or tends to interfere 

with the due course of any judicial 

proceeding. 

3. Interferes or tends to interfere with, or 

obstructs or tends to obstruct, the 

administration of justice in any other 

manner.’ 

• The Contempt of Courts Act, 1971, very 

clearly states that fair criticism of any case 

which has been heard and decided is not 

contempt. 

• The statute of 1971 has been amended by 

the Contempt of Courts (Amendment) Act, 

2006 to include the defence of truth under 

Section 13 of the original legislation. 

• Section 13 that already served to restrict the 

powers of the court in that they were not to 

hold anyone in contempt unless it would 

substantially interfere with the due process 

•  of justice, the amendment further states that 

the court must permit ‘justification by truth 

as a valid defence if it is satisfied that it is in 

public interest and the request for invoking 

the said defence is bona fide.’ 

 

8. Which of the following best describes the 

Democratic Principle ‘Right to Dissent’? 

(a) A strong difference of opinion on a 

particular subject, especially about an 

official suggestion or plan or a popular 

belief. 

(b) Protesting against the laws and regulations 

made by the government. 

(c) Mobilizing school and college students for 

a common purpose. 

(d) Overthrowing the current government and 

people taking the rule of their nation 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

• Dissent means “a strong difference of 

opinion on a particular subject, especially 

about an official suggestion or plan or a 

popular belief”. So, the answer is a). 

• India’s constitutional democracy is 

predicated on the people’s right to call state 

power to account. 

• Even at Household level also, there is no 

family without dissent between parents and 

the children, or between the siblings. A 

family which learns to deal with dissent 

rather than authoritatively dismissing it is a 

more harmonious family. 
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• The Right to Dissent is an important 

addition of expressing one’s view, and on 

many of its most important constituent 

elements. 

• It will enable practitioners and citizens to 

claim their rights and participate more 

effectively in the project of democracy. 

• Disagreeing with each other is a 

fundamental human trait. There is not a 

single individual who does not disagree 

with something or the other all the time. 

 

9. In the context to the Eastern and Western 

Ghats, consider the following statements: 

1. While the Western Ghats passes through 

six states, the Eastern Ghats passes through 

only four states. 

2. While Western Ghats was recognized as 

the UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2012, 

Eastern Ghats got the tag very recently in 

2020. 

3. Both the Western and Eastern Ghats meet 

at the Nilgiri Hills. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• The Western Ghats is an extensive region 

spanning over six States. It is the home of 

many endangered plants and animals. The 

Eastern Ghats run from the northern 

Odisha through Andhra Pradesh to Tamil 

Nadu in the south passing some parts of 

Karnataka. So statement 1 is correct. 

• Western Ghats is a UNESCO World 

Heritage site. It is one of the eight “hottest 

hot-spots” of biological diversity in the 

world. Recently Environmental groups 

have also demanded to add the Eastern 

Ghats in the UNESCO World Heritage 

Site. Currently it is not under UNESCO 

World Heritage Site. So statement 2 is 

not correct. 

• According to UNESCO, the Western Ghats 

are older than the Himalayas but younger 

than the Eastern Ghats. They influence 

Indian monsoon weather patterns by 

intercepting the rain-laden monsoon winds 

that sweep in from the south-west during 

late summer. 

• They are eroded and cut through by four 

major rivers of peninsular India, viz. 

Godavari, Mahanadi, Krishna, and 

Cauvery. 

• The Eastern Ghats meet up with the 

Western Ghats at Nilgiri Hills. So 

statement 3 is correct. 
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10. Consider the following pairs: 

        Tiger Reserves        State 

1. Satkosia           -     Odisha 

2. Similipal          -     Chahattisgarh 

3. Periyar             -    Kerala 

4. Orang               -   Assam 

Which of the following pairs given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• Both Satkosia and Similipal Tiger Reserves 

are in the state of Odisha. 

• A massive fire has threatened to cause 

colossal damage to Similipal Biosphere — 

one of the largest biospheres of India — 

prompting the Odisha government to 

deploy a big contingent of field level staff 

to douse it. 

• Similipal National Park is national park and 

a tiger reserve in Mayurbhanj district of 

Odisha. It is part of Similipal-Kuldiha-

Hadgarh Elephant Reserve popularly 

known as Mayurbhanj Elephant Reserve. 

• Similipal National Park derives its name 

from the abundance of semul (red silk 

cotton trees) that bloom here. 

• It was the second largest national park in 

India. 

• Its reserve is part of UNESCO World 

Network of Biosphere Reserves since 

2009. 

• The park has protected area of 845.70 

square kilometres and has some beautiful 

waterfalls like Joranda and Barehipani. 

• It is home to 99 royal Bengal tigers and 432 

wild elephants. 

• Besides it is famous for gaurs (Indian 

bison), chausingha as well as an 

orchidarium. Similipal National Park is 

national park and a tiger reserve in 

Mayurbhanj district of Odisha. 

• It is part of Similipal-Kuldiha-Hadgarh 

Elephant Reserve popularly known as 

Mayurbhanj Elephant Reserve. 

• Similipal National Park derives its name 

from the abundance of semul (red silk 

cotton trees) that bloom here. 

• It was the second largest national park in 

India. 

• Its reserve is part of UNESCO World 

Network of Biosphere Reserves since 

2009. 

• The park has protected area of 845.70 

square kilometres and has some beautiful 

waterfalls like Joranda and Barehipani. 

• It is home to 99 royal Bengal tigers and 432 

wild elephants. 

• Besides it is famous for gaurs (Indian 

bison), chausingha as well as an 

orchidarium. 
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1. Consider the following statements, with regard 

to the ‘Freedom in the World 2021’ Report 

1. It is released by the United Nations Human 

Rights Council.  

2. It shows the declining trend of freedom in 

India since 2019. 

Which of the statements given above is/are not 

Correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The Freedom in the World report is 

published by the USA based human rights 

watchdog Freedom House, which is largely 

funded through USA government grants, 

has been tracking the course of democracy 

since 1941.  

 Countries are declared as “free”, “partly 

free” or “not free”. 

 Pointing to a decline in global democracy 

over the last 15 years, the Freedom in the 

World 2021 report said that nearly 75% of 

the world’s population lived in a country 

that faced deterioration over the last year. 

 The most free countries in the world, with 

a score of 100, are Finland, Norway and 

Sweden, while the least free with a score of 

1 are Tibet and Syria. 

 

 The 2021 report has downgraded India’s 

status from ‘Free’ to ‘Partly Free’. 

 India’s score was 67, a drop from 71/100 

from last year (reflecting 2019 data) 

downgrading it from the free category last 

year (i.e., based on 2020 data).  

 

2. In context to the World Customs Organization 

(WCO), consider the following statements: 

1. It is an independent intergovernmental 

body whose mission is to enhance the 

effectiveness and efficiency of Customs 

administrations. 

2. Central Revenues Control Laboratory 

(CRCL) of India has been recognized as a 

Regional Customs Laboratory (RCL) of the 

WCO for Asia-Pacific Region. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

Correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The World Customs Organization (WCO), 

established in 1952 as the Customs Co-

operation Council (CCC) is an independent 

intergovernmental body whose mission is 

to enhance the effectiveness and efficiency 

of Customs Administrations.  

 It has its headquarters in Brussels, 

Belgium. 
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 At present, it represents 183 Customs 

administrations across the globe that 

collectively process approximately 98% of 

world trade. 

 Central Revenues Control Laboratory 

(CRCL), New Delhi, under the Central 

Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs has 

been recognized as a Regional Customs 

Laboratory (RCL) of the World Customs 

Organisation (WCO) for Asia-Pacific 

Region.  

 India has become the Vice-Chair (Regional 

Head) of the Asia Pacific Region of World 

Customs Organisation (WCO) for a period 

of two years, from July, 2018 to June, 2020.  

 It is the only international organization 

with competence in Customs matters and 

which can rightly call itself the voice of the 

international Customs community. 

 

3. Consider the following, with reference to 

Similipal Biosphere Reserve: 

1. Some of its area lies in the Mayurbhanj 

Elephant Reserve.  

2. It is mainly inhabited by the Dongria Kond 

tribes.  

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, a massive fire broke out in the 

Similipal Biosphere Reserve in Odisha. 

The core area of the biosphere was 

untouched by the fire, however the fire is 

threatening damage to its rich biodiversity. 

 It is part of the Similipal-Kuldiha-Hadgarh 

Elephant Reserve popularly known as 

Mayurbhanj Elephant Reserve, which 

includes 3 protected areas i.e. Similipal 

Tiger Reserve, Hadagarh Wildlife 

sanctuary and Kuldiha wildlife sanctuary.  

 Two tribes, the Erenga Kharias and the 

Mankirdias, mainly inhabit the Similipal 

Biosphere Reserve’s forests and practise 

traditional agricultural activities (the 

collection of seeds and timber).  

 The Dongria Kondh population is mainly 

concentrated in the southern hills of the 

Odisha state and the Mahanadi River basin, 

and some are also found in the adjoining 

districts of the neighboring Andhra Pradesh 

State. 

 

4. Consider the following statements: 

1. Rising fuel inflation may pinch consumers 

who have to travel further for work and 

have access to affordable cereals etc. 

2. The Rural population would be more 

impacted by rising fuel prices than the 

Urban population. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

not correct? 
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(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• Experts note that the impact of rising fuel 

inflation has been counterbalanced by 

declining food inflation, but that consumers 

with greater expenditure on travel are 

feeling the pinch of higher prices. 

• Rising fuel inflation may pinch consumers 

who have to travel further for work and 

have access to affordable cereals etc. 

• The urban population would be more 

impacted by rising fuel prices than the rural 

population — however, a weak monsoon 

may lead to rural India being hit as farmers 

are forced to rely more on diesel-powered 

Irrigation. 

 

5. Consider the following statements regarding 

the reservation in India: 

1. Reservation for other Backward Classes is 

only statutory, unlike the constitutional 

reservation for Scheduled Castes and 

Scheduled Tribes. 

2. Inspite of the constitutional provisions in 

the Part III of the constitution, the Right to 

reservation is not fundamental right and is 

only a Constitutional Right. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• The Supreme Court recently ruled that 

reservation for other Backward Classes is 

only “statutory”, unlike the 

“constitutional” reservation for Scheduled 

Castes and Scheduled Tribes, and the 

extent of reservation given to the former in 

local bodies cannot be such that it will take 

the total reservation for SCs, STs and 

OBCs beyond the 50 per cent ceiling. So, 

statement 1 is correct. 

• In case, constitutional reservation provided 

for SCs and STs were to consume the entire 

50 per cent of seats in the concerned local 

bodies and in some cases in scheduled area 

even beyond 50 per cent, in respect of such 

local bodies, the question of providing 

further reservation to OBCs would not arise 

at all. 

• Various provisions in Article 15 and 16 of 

the Constitution empower the State to make 

special provisions in education and jobs 

respectively for the socially and 

educationally backward section of the 

society and for the economically weaker 

section. 
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• Inspite of the constitutional provisions in 

the Part III of the constitution, the Right to 

reservation is not fundamental right and is 

only a Constitutional Right. So, statement 

2 is correct. 

• The Supreme Court has also ruled last year 

that reservations in promotion cannot be 

considered as the fundamental right. 

 

6. ‘Mandal Commission’ was sometimes seen in 

news is constituted for which of the following 

purposes? 

(a) To revamp the sick PSU’s 

(b) Report on the working of capital market 

infrastructure institutions 

(c) Reservations for OBC’s 

(d) To review the Methodology for 

Measurement of Poverty 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• In exercise of the powers conferred by 

Article 340 of the Constitution, the 

President appointed a backward class 

commission in December 1978 under the 

chairmanship of B. P. Mandal. 

• The commission was formed to determine 

the criteria for defining India’s “socially 

and educationally backward classes” and to 

recommend steps to be taken for the 

advancement of those classes. 

• The Mandal Commission concluded that 

India’s population consisted of 

approximately 52 percent OBCs, therefore 

27% government jobs should be reserved 

for them. 

• The commission has developed eleven 

indicators of social, educational, and 

economic backwardness. 

• Apart from identifying backward classes 

among Hindus, the Commission has also 

identified backward classes among non-

Hindus (e.g., Muslims, Sikhs, Christians, 

and Buddhists. 

• It has generated an all-India other 

backward classes (OBC) list of 3,743 

castes and a more underprivileged 

“depressed backward classes” list of 2,108 

castes. 

 

7. Global Gender Gap Report 2020 is released by  

(a) UNESCO 

(b) World Economic Forum 

(c) UN Development Programme 

(d) Organization for economic cooperation 

and development 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 World Economic Forum's Global Gender 

Gap Report, 2020 was released recently. 

 According to the report, India moved down 

the ladder from its 108th position last year 

to rank below countries like China (106th), 

Sri Lanka (102nd), Nepal (101st), Brazil 

(92nd), Indonesia (85th) and Bangladesh 

(50th). 
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 India is 112th among nations ranked in 

terms of the gap between genders, and it 

was among the bottom five for women's 

health and survival and economic 

Participation. 

 Iceland remained the world's most gender-

Neutral Country. 

 Yemen is ranked the worst (153rd), while 

Iraq is 152nd and Pakistan 151st. 

 Gender Inequality Index – United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP) 

 Global Gender Gap Index – World 

Economic Forum 

 Gender Parity Index – UNESCO 

 Social Institutions and Gender Index 

(SIGI) Report – Organization for economic 

cooperation and development (OECD) 

 

8. Consider the following statements with respect 

to Convention of International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 

(CITES): 

1. The CITES is administered by the United 

Nations under its United Nations 

Environment Programme. 

2. CITES is legally binding on Member 

Nations. 

3. India is a member of CITES. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are 

Incorrect? 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) None of the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 All the statements are correct. 
 

9. Consider the following statements with respect 

to National Population Register: 

1. It is a Register of usual residents of the 

country. 

2. A usual resident is a person who has 

resided in a local area for the past 6 months 

or more or a person who intends to reside 

in that area for the next 6 months or more. 

3. It is a part of the government’s citizenship 

enumeration drive. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) None of the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The National Population Register (NPR) is 

not a citizenship enumeration drive, as it 

would record even a foreigner staying in a 

locality for more than Six Months. 

 It is a Register of usual residents of the 

Country. 

 A usual resident is a person who has 

resided in a local area for the past 6 months 

or more or a person who intends to reside 

in that area for the next 6 months or more. 
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10. Consider the following statements with respect 

to Lake Natron: 

1. It is a freshwater lake in Tanzania. 

2. It is included in the Ramsar List of 

Wetlands of International Importance. 

3. The lake’s warm water is an Ideal Breeding 

ground for the Rift Valley Flamingos. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Lake Natron is a Salt Lake in Arusha 

Region in Tanzania. 

 It is included in the Ramsar List of 

Wetlands of International Importance. 

 High levels of evaporation cause sodium 

carbonate decahydrate to be left behind in 

its Bed. 

 The lake’s warm water is an ideal breeding 

ground for the Rift Valley Flamingos. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


044-

26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

      UPSC MARCH - 2021 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 06 

           1 | P a g e  

 
 Daily Current Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests www.iasgatewayy.com 

   

1. The ‘Food Waste Index Report’ is released by 

which of the following organisations? 

(a) World Food Programme 

(b) Food and Agriculture Organization 

(c) United Nations Development Programme 

(d) United Nations Environment Programme 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, the United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP) released the Food 

Waste Index Report 2021.  

 It has revealed that 17% of all food 

available at consumer level (11% in 

households, 5% in food service and 2% in 

retail) was wasted in 2019 and around 690 

million people had to go hungry. 

 It presents the most comprehensive food 

waste data collection, analysis and 

modelling to date, generating a new 

estimate of Global Food Waste. 

 It also publishes a methodology for 

countries to measure food waste, at 

household, food service and retail level, to 

track national progress towards 2030. 

 In contrast to the Food Loss Index, the 

Food Waste Index measures total food 

waste (rather than loss or waste associated 

with specific commodities) 

 

 

 

 

 

2. In context to Employees’ Provident Funds 

(EPF) Scheme, consider the following 

statements: 

1. The employee and employer each 

contribute 30% of the employee’s basic 

salary and dearness allowance towards 

EPF. 

2. A person mandatorily becomes a member 

of EPF if his monthly salary does not 

exceed Rs. 15,000. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Employees’ Provident Funds (EPF) 

Scheme is the main scheme under the 

Employees’ Provident Funds and 

Miscellaneous Act, 1952. 

 The employee and employer each 

contribute 12% of the employee’s basic 

salary and dearness allowance towards 

EPF.  

 As per current laws, a person mandatorily 

becomes a member of EPF if his monthly 

salary does not exceed Rs. 15,000.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


044-

26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

      UPSC MARCH - 2021 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 06 

           2 | P a g e  

 
 Daily Current Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests www.iasgatewayy.com 

   

3. Consider the following, With reference to 

Insurance Ombudsman in India: 

1. It derives its powers from the Insurance 

Regulatory and Development Authority 

Act, 1999. 

2. He serves his office for the term of five 

years and is not eligible for reappointment. 

3. His jurisdiction covers the deficiencies in 

service on the part of insurers, agents, 

brokers and other intermediaries. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The Insurance Ombudsman derives its 

powers from the Insurance Regulatory and 

Development Authority Act, 1999.  

 In Accordance to Redressal of Public 

Grievances Rules, 1998, the office of 

Insurance Ombudsman was established by 

the Central Government. Further, its 

powers, functions, terms of office etc. were 

laid in Insurance Ombudsman Rules, 2017. 

 The term of this office is three years and it 

is eligible for reappointment provided that 

no person shall hold office as an 

Ombudsman after he has attained the age of 

seventy years.  

 Recently the Union government amended 

the Insurance Ombudsman Rules, 2017, 

bringing insurance brokers within the 

ambit of the Insurance Ombudsman and 

also allowed policy holders to file online 

complaints.  

 

4. Consider the following statements with respect 

to International North South Transport 

Corridor (INSTC): 

1. Russia, India, and Iran are the founding 

Member States of INSTC. 

2. There are 13 member states of the INSTC 

Project. 

3. INSTC goes via Iran’s Bandar Abbas port. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) None of the above 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 All the statements are correct. 

 

5. Consider the following statements with respect 

to “Bao-dhaan”: 

1. It is the ‘red rice’ variety that is grown in 

the Brahmaputra valley without the use of 

any chemical fertilizer. 

2. It is iron-rich rice and an integral part of 

Assamese cuisine. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are 

Incorrect? 
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(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 First export consignments of ‘red rice’ 

from Assam to the USA flagged off 

recently. This development is a big boost to 

India’s rice Exports Potential. 

 Bao-dhaan is the name of the ‘red rice’ 

variety that is grown in the Brahmaputra 

valley of Assam, without the use of any 

Chemical Fertilizer. 

 It is iron-rich and is an integral part of 

Assamese Cuisine. 

 

6. Who was the viceroy of India when Mahatma 

Gandhi’s famous Salt march took place? 

(a) Lord Reading 

(b) Lord Irwin 

(c) Lord Willingdon 

(d) Lord Wavell 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Lord Irwin was the viceroy of India from 

1926-1931. 

 When he was the viceroy, the civil 

disobedience movement and Dandi march 

were launched. Also, the first-round table 

Conference was held. 

 

 

 

7. With respect to the cryptocurrencies, which of 

the statement(s) given below is/are correct? 

1. Cryptocurrencies use decentralized 

technology to let users make secure 

payments and store money without the 

need to use their name or go through a 

bank. 

2. The most common cryptocurrencies are 

Bitcoin, Libra, Ethereum, Blockchain, etc. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

• A cryptocurrency is a digital or virtual 

currency that uses cryptography for 

security.  

• Cryptocurrencies use decentralized 

technology to let users make secure 

payments and store money without the 

need to use their name or go through a 

bank. So, statement 1 is correct. 

• They run on a distributed public ledger 

called blockchain, which is a record of all 

transactions updated and held by currency 

holders. 

• The most common cryptocurrencies are 

Bitcoin, Libra, Ethereum, Ripple, and 

Litecoin. Blockchain is a technology and 
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not a cryptocurrency like others. So, 

statement 2 is not correct. 

• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had 

banned cryptocurrencies in 2018. 

• RBI also stated that it poses several risks, 

including anti-money laundering and 

terrorism financing concerns (AML/CFT) 

for the state and liquidity, credit, and 

operational risks for users. 

• It had also said that it would seriously 

consider developing a sovereign digital 

currency when the time is appropriate. 

• Subsequently, the Supreme Court has 

struck down a circular of the RBI, which 

bans financial institutions from enabling 

deals in digital or cryptocurrencies.  

• The ban was challenged by the Internet & 

Mobile Association of India (IAMA) 

sighting that dealing and trading in 

cryptocurrency was a legitimate business 

activity and that the RBI did not have 

jurisdiction over it as these assets could be 

classified as commodities rather than 

currency.  

 

8. The term ‘Brent’, sometimes found in news, 

refers to a grade of  

(a) Crude oil 

(b) Bullion 

(c) Rare earth elements 

(d) Uranium 

Answer: a) 

 

Explanation: 

• Brent crude oil originates from oil fields in 

the North Sea between the Shetland Islands 

and Norway. 

• West Texas Intermediate (WTI) is sourced 

from US oil fields, primarily in Texas, 

Louisiana, and North Dakota. 

 

9. Which of the following country is not a 

member of OPEC? 

a) Venezuela 

b) Kuwait 

c) Nigeria 

d) Oman 

Answer: d 

Explanation: 

• Generally, the Organization of the 

Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) 

used to work as a cartel and fix prices in a 

Favourable Band. 

• OPEC is led by Saudi Arabia, which is the 

largest exporter of crude oil in the world 

(single-handedly exporting 10% of the 

Global Demand). 

• OPEC has a total of 13 Member Countries 

viz. Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, United Arab 

Emirates (UAE), Saudi Arabia, Algeria, 

Libya, Nigeria, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, 

Republic of Congo, Angola, and 

Venezuela. 

• OPEC could bring down prices by 

increasing oil production and raise prices 

by cutting production. 
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• The global oil pricing mainly depends upon 

the partnership between the global oil 

exporters instead of a well-functioning 

competition. 

• Cutting oil production or completely 

shutting down an oil well is a difficult 

decision, because restarting it is immensely 

costly and complicated. 

• Moreover, if a country cuts production, it 

risks losing market share if other countries 

do not follow the suit. 

• Recently, OPEC has been working with 

Russia, as OPEC+ to fix the global prices 

and supply. 

• In 2016, OPEC allied with other top non-

OPEC oil-exporting nations to form an 

even more powerful entity named OPEC+ 

or OPEC Plus. 

 

10. With reference to “Blockchain Technology” 

consider the following statements: 

1. It is a public ledger that everyone can 

inspect, but which no single user controls. 

2. The structure and design of blockchain is 

such that all the data in it are about 

cryptocurrency only. 

3. Applications that depend on basic features 

of blockchain can be developed without 

Anybody’s Permission. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Blockchain Technology is a Decentralized 

Data Management Technology so, 

statement 1 is correct. 

 Blockchain Technology can be used for 

storing any type of data from Land records 

to vehicle ownership two transactions of 

cryptocurrency, So, statement 2 is not 

correct.  

 Bitcoin and other cryptocurrencies & their 

wallets have been created by computer 

experts, without taking permission from 

any Government or Central Bank. So, the 

third Statement is correct.  
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1. Which of the following statement/s is/are 

correct with respect to Centaurs? 

1. They are icy planetesimals located between 

Jupiter and Neptune. 

2. They cross the orbits of one or more of the 

giant planets in their journey around the 

Sun, and interactions with the planets cause 

the orbits of Centaurs to be inherently 

Unstable. 

Options: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Centaurs are icy planetesimals located 

between Jupiter and Neptune. 

 They cross the orbits of one or more of the 

giant planets in their journey around the 

Sun, and interactions with these outer 

planets cause the orbits of Centaurs to be 

Inherently Unstable. 

 

2. Which of the following statement/s is/are 

correct with respect to Alzheimer’s disease? 

1. It is a disorder of the brain, which affects 

memory and thinking skills. 

2. Usually, in people, the symptoms start 

manifesting when they are in their sixties, 

though the onset is much earlier. 

Options: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Alzheimer’s disease is a progressive and 

irreversible disorder of the brain, which 

affects memory and thinking skills. 

 Brain cell connections and the cells 

themselves degenerate and die, eventually 

destroying memory and other important 

mental functions. 

 Memory loss and confusion are the main 

Symptoms. 

 Usually, in people, the symptoms start 

manifesting when they are in their sixties, 

though the onset is much earlier. 

 No cure exists, but medication and 

management strategies may temporarily 

Improve Symptoms. 

 

3. The term arribada is associated with which of 

the following? 

(a) Shifting cultivation practice in North-east 

India 

(b) Mass nesting exhibited by Olive Ridley 

Turtles 

(c) Aboriginal tribe of Australia 

(d) Seasonal migration exhibited by the 

Siberian crane 

Answer: b) 

 

 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


044-

26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

      UPSC MARCH - 2021 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 08 

           2 | P a g e  

 
 Daily Current Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests www.iasgatewayy.com 

   

Explanation: 

 The olive ridley turtles turn up in millions 

for mass nesting along the Odisha coast 

every year. This phenomenon is referred to 

as ‘arribada’. 

 Gahirmatha beach in Kendrapara district is 

acclaimed as the world’s largest-known 

nesting ground of these endangered marine 

species. Apart from Gahirmatha, these 

aquatic animals turn up at Rushikulya river 

mouth and Devi river mouth for mass 

Nesting. 

 

4. In context to the Asola Bhatti Wildlife 

Sanctuary, consider the following statements: 

1. It is located at the border of Delhi and 

Haryana. 

2. The sanctuary is a part of Aravalli ranges. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Asola-Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary covering 

32.71 sq km area lies on the Southern Delhi 

Ridge of Aravalli hill range, one of the 

oldest mountain systems of the world, on 

Delhi-Haryana border. 

 

 

Tag: History  

5. Consider the following statements, with regard 

to Biju Patnaik: 

1. He joined the Quit India Movement under 

the guidance of Mahatma Gandhi. 

2. He became the first Finance Minister of 

independent India. 

3. He was awarded with the highest national 

awards of Indonesia. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Bijayananda Patnaik was born on 5th 

March 1916, he is popularly known as Biju 

Patnaik. 

 He was an ace pilot and joined the Royal 

Indian Air Force in 1936 and became the 

Chief Minister of Odisha twice. 

 RK Shanmukham Chetty, a lawyer, 

economist and politician, was the first 

Finance Minister of independent India.  

 Biju Patnaik started his career as a freedom 

fighter in 1942.  

 He joined the Quit India Movement under 

the guidance of Mahatma Gandhi to make 

India free.  
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 On the request of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, 

Biju Patnaik flew to Java and brought 

Sultan Sjahrir out of Dutch controlled 

territory in Indonesia for a meeting in 

Delhi. 

 For this act of bravery, he was given 

honorary citizenship in Indonesia and 

awarded the ‘Bhoomi Putra’, the highest 

Indonesian award, rarely granted to a 

foreigner. 

 In 1996, the Biju Patnaik was awarded the 

highest Indonesian national award, the 

‘Bintang Jasa Utama’. 

 

6. Consider the following, with reference to CSIR 

Floriculture Mission: 

1. Council of Scientific and Industrial 

Research (CSIR) is the only implementing 

body for the mission. 

2. It will lead to the growth of the Apiculture. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 In the CSIR Floriculture Mission, available 

knowledge base in Council of Scientific 

and Industrial Research (CSIR) Institutes 

will be utilized and leveraged to help Indian 

farmers and industry. 

 Along with CSIR, other implementing 

agencies involved are: 

 Indian Council of Agricultural Research 

(ICAR), 

 Khadi and Village Industries Commission 

(KVIC), 

 APEDA and TRIFED, 

 Fragrance and Flavour Development 

Centre (FFDC), Kannauj, and 

 Ministry of Commerce and Ministry of 

Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 

(MSME). 

 The mission will focus on commercial 

floral crops, seasonal/annual crops, wild 

ornaments and cultivation of flower crops 

for honey bee rearing. Thus, leading to 

Growth of the Apiculture sector. 

 

7. With reference to the Gangetic Dolphin, 

consider the following statements: 

1. The Ganges river dolphin is a fresh water 

dolphin found in India, Bangladesh, and 

Nepal only. 

2. They are placed under “Critically 

Endangered” category by the International 

Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 

3. They are distributed across seven states in 

India which includes Assam, Uttar 

Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, 

Bihar, Jharkhand and West Bengal. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 
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(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 According to the World Wildlife Fund 

(WWF), the Gangetic river dolphins were 

officially discovered in 1801 and are one of 

the oldest creatures in the world along with 

some species of turtles, crocodiles and 

sharks. 

 The Ganges river dolphin is found in parts 

of the Ganges-Meghna-Brahmaputra and 

Karnaphuli-Sangu river systems in India, 

Nepal, and Bangladesh. 

 The Gangetic river dolphin is India's 

National Aquatic Animal and is popularly 

known as ‘Susu’. 

 The Gangetic river dolphins can only live-

in freshwater, are blind and catch their prey 

in a unique manner, using ultrasonic sound 

waves.  

 These dolphins prefer deep waters and, as 

per WWF, they are distributed across seven 

states in India: Assam, Uttar Pradesh, 

Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Bihar, 

Jharkhand and West Bengal. 

 It is among the four freshwater dolphins in 

the world- the other three are: 

1. The ‘Baiji’ now likely extinct from the 

Yangtze River in China, 

2. The ‘Bhulan’ of the Indus in Pakistan, 

and 

3. The ‘Boto’ of the Amazon River in 

Latin America. 

 These four species live only in rivers and 

lakes. 

 Its presence indicates the health of the 

riverine ecosystem. 

 Some of the efforts made to preserve and 

increase the numbers of these dolphins 

include the setting up of the Conservation 

Action Plan for the Gangetic Dolphin 

(2010-2020). 

 

8. Consider the following statements: 

1. It is the India’s eastern most Tiger Reserve 

situated in one of the North eastern state. 

2. This Tiger Reserve has won India 

Biodiversity Award 2016 in the category of 

‘Conservation of threatened species’ for its 

Hornbill Nest Adoption Programme. 

3. It includes semi-evergreen, evergreen 

forest and Eastern Himalayan broad leaf 

Forests. 

The above sentences derive which of the 

following Tiger Reserves? 

(a) Namdapha Tiger Reserve 

(b) Pakke Tiger Reserve 

(c) Kamlang Tiger Reserve 

(d) Kaziranga Tiger Reserve 

Answer: b) 
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Explanation: 

 A new highway project has been cleared 

through in Pakke Tiger Reserve, which is 

the India’s eastern most Tiger Reserve 

situated in Arunachal Pradesh. 

 Pakke Tiger Reserve, also known as Pakhui 

Tiger Reserve, is a Project Tiger reserve in 

the East Kameng district of Arunachal 

Pradesh in north-eastern India. 

 Previously it was declared a Wildlife 

sanctuary in 2001, and was declared a Tiger 

Reserve in 2002. 

 This Tiger Reserve has won India 

Biodiversity Award 2016 in the category of 

‘Conservation of threatened species’ for its 

Hornbill Nest Adoption Programme. 

 The sanctuary is delineated by rivers in the 

east, west and north. In addition, the area is 

drained by a number of small rivers and, 

perennial streams of the Bhareli and Pakke 

Rivers, both of which are tributaries of the 

Brahmaputra. The main perennial streams 

in the area are the Nameri, Khari and Upper 

Dikorai. The terrain of Pakhui WLS and 

adjoining areas is undulating and hilly. 

 Sessa Orchid Sanctuary and Eaglenest 

Wildlife Sanctuary are adjacent to Pakke 

Tiger Reserve on the opposite side of the 

Kameng River. 

 Pakke Tiger Reserve has a subtropical 

climate with cold weather from November 

to March. 

 It includes semi-evergreen, evergreen 

forest and Eastern Himalayan broad leaf 

forests. 

 

9. With reference to Pradhan Mantri Janaushadhi 

Yojana, which of the statement(s) given below 

is/are correct? 

1. Under the scheme, there are no restrictions 

on family size, age or gender. 

2. Benefits of the scheme are portable across 

the country. 

3. It also provides cashless access to health 

care services for the beneficiary at the point 

of service. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d 

Explanation: 

• The PMJAY, world’s largest health 

insurance/assurance scheme fully financed 

by the government, provides a cover of Rs. 

5,00,000 per family per year for secondary 

and tertiary care hospitalisation across 

public and private empanelled hospitals in 

India. 

• Pre-hospitalisation and Post-

hospitalisation expenses such as 

diagnostics and medicines are also 

included in the scheme. 
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• Coverage: Over 10.74 crore poor and 

vulnerable entitled families (approximately 

50 crore beneficiaries) are eligible for these 

benefits. 

• Provides cashless access to health care 

services for the beneficiary at the point of 

service. 

Eligibility Criteria’s: 

• No restrictions on family size, age or 

gender. All pre–existing conditions are 

covered from day one. 

• Covers up to 3 days of pre-hospitalization 

and 15 days post-hospitalization expenses 

such as diagnostics and medicines. 

• Benefits of the scheme are portable across 

the country. 

• Services include approximately 1,393 

procedures covering all the costs related to 

treatment, including but not limited to 

drugs, supplies, diagnostic services, 

physician’s fees, room charges, surgeon 

charges, OT and ICU charges etc. 

• Public hospitals are reimbursed for the 

healthcare services at par with the private 

hospitals. 
 

 

10. It originates under the name of Siang or 

Dihang, from the Chemayungdung glacier of 

the Kailash range near the Mansarovar Lake. 

The River is 

(a) Yangtse 

(b) Indus 

(c) Mekong 

(d) Brahmaputra 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• Brahmaputra originates under the name of 

Siang or Dihang, from the 

Chemayungdung glacier of the Kailash 

range near the Mansarovar Lake. It enters 

India west of Sadiya town in Arunachal 

Pradesh. 

• Tributaries: Dibang, Lohit, Siang, Burhi 

Dihing, Tista, and Dhansari. 

• It is a perennial river and has several 

peculiar characteristics due to its 

geography and prevailing climatic 

conditions. 

• It is flooded twice annually. One flood is 

caused by the melting of the Himalayan 

snow in summer and the other due to the 

monsoon flows. 

• The frequencies of these floods have 

increased and are devastating due to 

climate change and its impact on high and 

low flows. 

• These pose a concern for the population 

and food security in the lower riparian 

states of India and Bangladesh. 

• The river is in itself dynamic as frequent 

landslides and geological activity force it to 

change course very often. 
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1. Which of the following are the right bank 

Tributaries of the River Brahmaputra? 

1. Subansiri 

2. Kameng 

3. Manas 

4. Lohit 

5. Dhansiri 

Choose the correct option: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 3, 4 and 5 only 

(c) 1, 3 and 5 only 

(d) 2, 3 and 5 only 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 While Subansiri, Kameng and Manas are 

the right bank tributaries of the River 

Brahmaputra, Lohit and Dhansiri are its left 

Bank Tributaries. 

 

2. Consider the following statements with respect 

to Savitribai Phule: 

1. She set up “Balhatya Pratibandhak Griha”. 

2. She is recognised as the first female teacher 

in India. 

3. She founded the Satyashodhak Samaj. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are incorrect? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) None of the above 

Answer: c) 

 

 

Explanation: 

 Savitribai Phule is hailed as one of the first 

modern feminists of India. 

 Savitribai Phule’s husband Jyotirao Phule 

established the Satyshodhak Samaj. She 

took on the work of Satya Shodhak Samaj 

after the demise of Jyotirao Phule. 

 Savitribai Phule became the first female 

teacher in India in 1848. 

 

3. Consider the following statements with respect 

to “Chenda”: 

1. It is classified under the avanaddha vadya 

category. 

2. It is a cylindrical instrument widely used in 

Kerala, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are 

Incorrect? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Chenda is a cylindrical percussion 

instrument widely used in Kerala, 

Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. 

 It is classified in the Avannadha Vadya 

Category. 

 It is an Oordhwaka drum, placed vertically 

before the Musician. 
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4. Consider the following statements regarding 

Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), 

1967: 

1. Under UAPA, both Indian and foreign 

nationals and can be charged even if crime 

is committed on a foreign land, outside 

India. 

2. Under the UAPA, the investigating agency 

can file a charge sheet in maximum 180 

days after the arrests and the duration can 

be extended further after intimating the 

court 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• UAPA passed in 1967 aims at effective 

prevention of unlawful activities 

associations in India. 

• Unlawful activity refers to any action taken 

by an individual or association intended to 

disrupt the territorial integrity and 

sovereignty of India. The Act assigns 

absolute power to the central government, 

by way of which if the Centre deems an 

activity as unlawful then it may, by way of 

an Official Gazette, declare it so. 

 

 

• It has death penalty and life imprisonment 

as highest punishments. 

• Under UAPA, both Indian and foreign 

nationals can be charged. It will be 

applicable to the offenders in the same 

manner, even if crime is committed on a 

foreign land, outside India. So, statement 

1 is correct. 

• Under the UAPA, the investigating agency 

can file a charge sheet in maximum 180 

days after the arrests and the duration can 

be extended further after intimating the 

court. So, statement 2 is correct. 

• The 2004 amendment, added “terrorist act" 

to the list of offences to ban organisations 

for terrorist activities, under which 34 

outfits were banned. 

• Till 2004, “unlawful" activities referred to 

actions related to secession and cession of 

territory. 

• In August 2019, Parliament cleared the 

Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 

Amendment Bill, 2019 to designate 

individuals as terrorists if the individual 

commits or participates in acts of terrorism, 

prepares for terrorism, promotes terrorism 

or is otherwise involved in terrorism. 

• The Act empowers the Director General of 

National Investigation Agency (NIA) to 

grant approval of seizure or attachment of 

property when the case is investigated by 

the said agency. 
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• The Act also empowers the officers of the 

NIA, of the rank of Inspector or above, to 

investigate cases of terrorism in addition to 

those conducted by the DSP or ACP or 

above rank officer in the state. 

 

5. Consider the following statements: 

1. Ration shops can be privately owned or 

owned by cooperative societies or by the 

Government. 

2. Ownership licenses to the Ration shops are 

issued by the concerned state government. 

3. The responsibility of identifying eligible 

families and issuing ration cards to them 

rests with the local self-Governments. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• A ration card is issued to the head of the 

family, depending on the number of 

members in a family and the financial 

status of the applicant. 

• It is used by households to get essential 

food grains at subsidized prices from 

designated ration shops (also called fair 

price shops) under the Targeted Public 

Distribution System (TPDS). 

• Over the years, different types of ration 

cards were issued depending on the level of 

deprivation. Later, in 2013, when the 

National Food Security Bill was passed, 

different ration cards were compressed to 

just two — priority and Antyodaya (for 

the poorest). 

• The responsibility of identifying eligible 

families and issuing ration cards to them 

rests with the state/UT government. So, 

statement 3 is not correct. 

• Ration shops can be privately owned or 

owned by cooperative societies or by the 

government. Ownership licenses are issued 

by the concerned state government. So, 

statement 1 and 2 are correct. 

• Presently, commodities including wheat, 

sugar, rice and kerosene are being allocated 

as part of the (TPDS). State governments 

have the discretion to provide additional 

commodities. 

 

6. Consider the following statements with respect 

to ‘One Nation One Ration Card Scheme’ 

(ONORC): 

1. With the ONORC scheme being 

implemented, the beneficiary can buy food 

grains from ration shops located in any of 

the states. 

2. For national portability, the state 

governments have been asked to issue the 

ration card in bi-lingual format, wherein 
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besides Hindi the other language could be 

English. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• Since Ration Cards are issued by State 

Governments, this implied that 

beneficiaries could procure food grains 

only from the designated ration shops 

within the concerned state. 

• If a beneficiary were to shift to another 

state, he/she would need to apply for a new 

ration card in the second state. There were 

other complications. 

• For instance, after marriage, a woman 

needed to get her name removed from the 

ration card issued to her parents, and get it 

added to the ration card issued to her 

husband’s family. 

• The ONORC scheme attempts to address 

this gap in TPDS delivery. Essentially, the 

scheme has been launched keeping in mind 

the internal migration of our country, since 

people keep moving to different states in 

search of better job opportunities and 

higher standards of living. 

 

• As per Census 2011, 4.1 crore people were 

inter-state migrants and 1.4 crore people 

migrated (inter and intra-state) for 

employment. 

• With the ONORC scheme being 

implemented, the beneficiary can buy food 

grains from ration shops located in any of 

the states. So, statement 1 is correct. 

• For national portability, the state 

governments have been asked to issue the 

ration card in bi-lingual format, wherein 

besides the local language, the other 

language could be Hindi or English. So, 

statement 2 is not correct. 

• Currently, about 60 crore beneficiaries 

from 17 states and UTs can benefit from the 

ration card portability and they can 

purchase the subsidized food grains using 

the existing ration cards. The government 

hopes to implement the scheme across 

India by June 1, 2020. 

 

7. Consider the following statements: 

1. Article 142 of the Constitution enables 

apex court to make any order as is 

necessary for doing complete justice in any 

cause or matter pending before it. 

2. Being a superior court of record, it is for the 

Supreme Court to consider whether any 

matter falls within its jurisdiction or not. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 
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(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Both the statements are correct regarding 

the Supreme Court. 

 

8. Consider the following statements, with regard 

the Whale Sharks:  

1. It is the largest fish alive that feeds upon 

meat.  

2. It is found in all the tropical oceans of the 

world.  

3. It is listed as Endangered in the IUCN Red 

List.  

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Whale sharks are the largest shark, and 

indeed largest of any fishes alive today and 

they travel large distances to find enough 

food to sustain their huge size, and to 

reproduce. 

 The whale shark is a ‘filter feeder shark’ 

which means it does not eat meat like other 

sharks. Whale sharks filter sea water and 

feed on tiny planktons. Hence, statement 1 

is not correct.  

 The maximum size of whale sharks is not 

known, but could be as large as 20m. 

 Whale sharks are found in all the tropical 

oceans of the world.  

 It is listed as Endangered in the IUCN Red 

List.  

 

9. With reference to Equine Herpes Virus (EHV), 

consider the following statements: 

1. It is a common DNA virus that occurs in 

Sheep Populations. 

2. It can cause neurological problems leading 

to paralysis and Even Death. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, there has been an outbreak of 

Equine Herpes Virus (EHV-1) among 

horses in Europe. 

 Equine Herpes Virus (EHV) is a common 

DNA virus that occurs in horse populations 

worldwide.  

 EHV can cause manifestations of disease in 

horses, including respiratory disease, 

abortion and neonatal death. 
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 This strain can also cause neurological 

problems, leading to paralysis and in some 

cases, death. Horses that contract this virus 

can develop a lack of coordination, 

weakness, loss of appetite and are unable to 

stand.  

 

10. In context to Overseas Citizens of India (OCI), 

consider the following statements: 

1. OCI cardholders are entitled to get multiple 

entry lifelong visas for visiting India for 

any Purpose. 

2. They need prior permission for carrying out 

Journalism in India. 

3. They have parity with Indian nationals in 

the matter of Entry Fees to Monuments. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Overseas Citizens of India (OCI) 

cardholders will be entitled to get multiple 

entry lifelong visas for visiting India for 

any purpose.  

 OCI cards would need prior permission for 

a set of activities that include research, 

journalism, mountaineering, missionary or 

Tablighi work, and visits to restricted areas.  

 They have parity with Indian nationals in 

the matter of domestic air fares, entry fees 

to monuments and public places. 

 OCI cardholders also enjoy parity with 

NRIs in adoption of children, appearing in 

competitive exams, purchase or sale of 

immovable property barring agricultural 

land and farmhouses, and pursuing 

professions such as doctors, lawyers, 

architects, and chartered accountants. 
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1. Consider the following statements, with regard 

to Quasars:  

1. These are very luminous objects that emit 

jets at gamma frequencies.  

2. They are only found in the galaxies that 

have supermassive blackholes.  

3. The nearest quasar to Earth has been 

recently discovered by the Thirty Meter 

Telescope (TMT).  

Which of the statements given above are not 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All the above  

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Quasars are very luminous objects in 

faraway galaxies that emit jets at radio 

frequencies. Hence, statement 1 is not 

correct. 

 The word quasar is short for "quasi-stellar 

radio source". 

 The name, which means star-like emitters 

of radio waves, was given in the 1960s 

when quasars were first detected. 

 Most quasars are larger than our solar 

system. A quasar is approximately 1 

kiloparsec in width. They are only found in 

galaxies that have supermassive blackholes 

which power these bright discs 

 

 

 Black hole refers to a point in space where 

matter is so compressed as to create a 

gravity field from which even light cannot 

escape. 

 Most active galaxies have a supermassive 

black hole at the centre which sucks in 

surrounding objects. 

 Recently, an international team of 

astronomers has discovered the most 

distant ‘Radio-Loud’ Quasar with the help 

of European Southern Observatory’s Very 

Large Telescope (ESO’s VLT).  

 Named P172+18, the quasar emitted 

wavelengths which had a redshift of 6.8. 

 It took 13 billion years for the quasar’s light 

to reach earth. 

 It is also one of the fastest accreting 

quasars. 

 

2. With reference to National Payments 

Corporation of India (NPCI), consider the 

following 

1. It is an umbrella organisation for operating 

retail payments and settlement systems in 

India. 

2. It is an initiative of Reserve Bank of India 

(RBI) and Indian Banks’ Association 

(IBA). 

3. It is an “Not for Profit” Company under the 

Section 8 of Companies Act 2013. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 
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(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• National Payments Corporation of India 

(NPCI) is an umbrella organisation for 

operating retail payments and settlement 

systems in India.  

• It is an initiative of Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

and Indian Banks’ Association (IBA) under the 

provisions of the Payment and Settlement 

Systems Act, 2007. 

• It has been incorporated as a “Not for Profit” 

Company under the provisions of Section 25 of 

Companies Act 1956 (now Section 8 of 

Companies Act 2013).  

• The ten core promoter banks are State Bank of 

India, Punjab National Bank, Canara Bank, 

Bank of Baroda, Union Bank of India, Bank of 

India, ICICI Bank, HDFC Bank, Citibank and 

HSBC. In 2016 the shareholding was broad-

based to 56 member banks to include more 

banks representing all sectors. 

 

3. Consider the following statements with regard 

to the Chabahar Port:  

1. It is an Iranian port located in the Persian 

Gulf.  

2. India, Iran and Afghanistan signed a 

tripartite agreement for the development of 

Chabahar port in 2016.  

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The Chabahar Port is located on the Gulf of 

Oman and is only 72 km away from the 

Gwadar port in Pakistan which has been 

developed by China.  

 It is the only Iranian port with direct access 

to the Indian ocean and consists of two 

separate ports named Shahid Beheshti and 

Shahid Kalantari. 

 Afghanistan, Iran and India signed a 

tripartite agreement on developing 

Chabahar port and setting up a trilateral 

transport and transit corridor in 2016.  

 Chabahar Port is a key element in India's 

Indo-Pacific strategy that also includes 

Eurasia's connection with the Indian Ocean 

Region. 

 Central Asian countries like Uzbekistan 

and Kazakhstan view Chabahar Port as 

their gateway to the Indian Ocean Region. 

 

4. Which of the following statement/s is/are 

correct with respect to the MQ-9 Reaper or 

Predator B drones? 

1. These are armed drones. 

2. These are manufactured by General 

Atomics company based in the U.S. 
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Options: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 India is seeking to acquire 30 MQ-9 Reaper 

or Predator B armed drones from the U.S., 

10 each for the three services. 

 MQ-9B has an endurance of 48 hours and a 

range of over 6,000 nautical miles. It comes 

with nine hard-points, capable of carrying 

sensors and laser-guided bombs besides 

air-to-ground missiles, with a maximum 

Payload of two tonnes. 

 

5. What are the advantages offered by the air-

independent propulsion systems as compared 

to the conventional diesel operated 

submarines? 

1. Will help increase the operational range 

2. Better stealth character 

Options: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The Project 75I-class submarine is a 

follow-on of the Project 75 Kalvari-class 

submarine for the Indian Navy. Under this 

project, the Indian Navy intends to acquire 

six diesel-electric submarines, which will 

also feature advanced air-independent 

Propulsion Systems. 

 Air-independent propulsion (AIP), or air-

independent power, is any marine 

propulsion technology that allows a non-

nuclear submarine to operate without 

access to atmospheric oxygen (by surfacing 

or using a snorkel). AIP can augment or 

replace the diesel-electric propulsion 

system of non-nuclear vessels. 

 The air-independent propulsion systems 

enable the submarines to stay submerged 

for a longer duration and substantially 

increase their operational range as 

compared to the conventional diesel 

operated submarines. 

 Modern non-nuclear submarines are 

potentially stealthier than nuclear 

submarines; a nuclear ship’s reactor must 

constantly pump coolant, generating some 

amount of detectable noise. Non-nuclear 

submarines running on battery power or 

AIP, on the other hand, can be virtually 

silent. While nuclear-powered designs still 

dominate in submergence times and deep-

ocean performance, small, high-tech non-

nuclear attack submarines are highly 

effective in coastal operations and pose a 

significant threat to less-stealthy and less-

manoeuvrable Nuclear Submarines. 
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6. Which of the following states has proposed to 

prepare a Gender Budget which would make it 

the first Indian state to do so? 

(a) Andhra Pradesh 

(b) Maharashtra 

(c) Kerala 

(d) Karnataka 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister has said 

that the state would become the first State 

to come up with a gender budget in the 

current financial year. This budget would 

clearly list out the expenditure on welfare 

Schemes for Women. 

 Such a budget would be a significant step 

towards Addressing Gender Inequality. 

 

7. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Periyar River is the longest river in the 

state of Kerala with a length of 244 km. 

2. Periyar River originates from Sivagiri hills 

of Western Ghats and flows through the 

Periyar National Park. 

3. The main tributaries of Periyar are 

Muthirapuzha, Mullayar, Cheruthoni, and 

Perinjankutti. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• The Periyar River is the longest river in the 

state of Kerala with a length of 244 km. So, 

statement 1 is correct. 

• It is also known as ‘Lifeline of Kerala’ as it 

is one of the few perennial rivers in the 

state. 

• A perennial river is a channel that has 

continuous flow in parts of its stream bed 

all year round. So, statement 2 is correct. 

• Periyar River originates from Sivagiri hills 

of Western Ghats and flows through the 

Periyar National Park. 

• The main tributaries of Periyar are 

Muthirapuzha, Mullayar, Cheruthoni, and 

Perinjankutti. So, statement 3 is correct. 

 

 

8. Mullaperiyar Dam, sometimes seen in news is 

located in which of the following state? 

(a) Kerala 

(b) Tamil Nadu 

(c) Andhra Pradesh 

(d) Karnataka 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

• The Mullaperiyar Dam is a masonry 

gravity dam on the Periyar River in the 

Indian state of Kerala. 

• The dam situated at the confluence of the 

Mullayar and Periyar rivers 
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• It is located 881 m (2,890 ft) above mean 

sea level, on the Cardamom Hills of the 

Western Ghats in Thekkady, Idukki 

District of Kerala, South India. 

• It was constructed between 1887 and 1895 

by John Pennycuick and also reached in an 

agreement to donate water eastwards to the 

Madras Presidency area (present-day Tamil 

Nadu). 

• The Periyar National Park in Thekkady is 

located around the dam’s reservoir. 

• The dam is located in Kerala on the river 

Periyar, but is operated and maintained by 

Tamil Nadu state. 

• Dam was given to British-ruled Madras 

Presidency on a 999-year lease in 1886. 

• The agreement was renewed in 1970. 

• Tamil Nadu was given rights to the land 

and the water from the dam as well as the 

authority to develop hydro-power projects 

at the site, and Kerala would receive rent in 

return. 

 

9. Consider the following statements: 

1. Forests and Protection of Wild Animals 

and Birds were initially presented in the 

State List which later transferred to the 

Concurrent List in the Seventh Schedule of 

the Constitution of India. 

2. To protect and improve the natural 

environment including forests and Wildlife 

is one of the fundamental duty of every 

citizen in the Part V of the Indian 

Constitution. 

3. Article 48 A in the Directive Principles of 

State policy, mandates that the State shall 

endeavor to protect and improve the 

Environment and to safeguard the forests 

and Wildlife of the country. 

Which of the statements given above is not 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) None 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• Forests and Protection of Wild Animals 

and Birds are included in the Concurrent 

List in the (Seventh Schedule) of the 

Constitution of India. 

✓ Through the 42nd Amendment Act, 

1976 Forests and Protection of Wild 

Animals and Birds were transferred 

from State to Concurrent List along 

with Education, Weights & Measures 

and Administration of Justice. 

• Article 51 A (g) of the Constitution states 

that it shall be the fundamental duty of 

every citizen to protect and improve the 

natural environment including forests and 

Wildlife. 
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• Article 48 A in the Directive Principles of 

State policy, mandates that the State shall 

endeavor to protect and improve the 

environment and to safeguard the forests 

and wildlife of the country. 

  

10. With reference to the ‘India State of Forest 

Report (ISFR)’, consider the following 

statements: 

1. India State of Forest Report (ISFR) 2019 is 

a biannual publication of Forest Survey of 

India (FSI), under the Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change. 

2. The report provides state as well as district 

wise forest cover of the country and 

changes thereon with respect to the 

previous assessment. 

3. It also provides the estimates of growing 

stock within and outside the forest areas, 

forest cover in the hill, tribal and north 

eastern states. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• India State of Forest Report (ISFR) 2019 is 

a biennial publication of Forest Survey of 

India (FSI), an organisation under the 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and 

Climate Change, Government of India 

engaged in the assessment of country’s 

forest resources. So, statement 1 is not 

correct. 

• The first report was brought out in 1987. 

Since then FSI has published 15 reports 

while 2019 report is the 16th report in the 

series. 

• The report provides state/district wise 

forest cover of the country and changes 

thereon with respect to the previous 

assessment. So, statement 2 is correct. 

• It also provides the Estimates of growing 

stock within and outside the forest areas, 

forest cover in the hill, tribal and north 

eastern states, carbon and other important 

aspects such as tree, bamboo and mangrove 

cover. So, statement 3 is correct. 
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1. Which of the following countries border the 

Mediterranean Sea? 

1. Morocco 

2. Algeria 

3. Tunisia 

4. Libya 

5. Egypt 

Options: 

(a) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

(b) 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 

(c) 2, 4 and 5 only 

(d) 1, 4 and 5 only 

Answer: a) 

 

2. Which of the following Indian states share a 

Border with Myanmar?  

1. Tripura 

2. Manipur 

3. Assam 

4. Arunachal Pradesh 

5. Nagaland 

6. Mizoram 

Choose the correct option: 

(a) 2, 4, 5 and 6 only 

(b) 1, 2, 3 and 6 only 

(c) 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6 only 

(d) 3, 4, 5 and 6 only 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Mizoram and 

Nagaland share a border with Myanmar. 

 

 

3. Which of the following statement/s is/are 

correct with respect to Alzheimer’s disease? 

1. It is a disorder of the brain, which affects 

Memory and Thinking Skills. 

2. Usually, in people, the symptoms start 

manifesting when they are in their sixties, 

though the onset is much earlier. 

Options: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Alzheimer’s disease is a progressive and 

irreversible disorder of the brain, which 

affects memory and thinking skills. 

 Brain cell connections and the cells 

themselves degenerate and die, eventually 

destroying memory and other important 

mental functions. 

 Memory loss and confusion are the main 

Symptoms. Usually, in people, the 

symptoms start manifesting when they are 

in their sixties, though the onset is much 

earlier. No cure exists, but medication and 

management strategies may temporarily 

Improve Symptoms. 

 

4. Consider the following statements, with regard 

to Uighur Muslim  

1. They are an indigenous minority 

community of China.  
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2. The largest population of Uighurs live in 

Xinjiang region of China.  

3. The Xinjiang region of China shares 

borders with India and Pakistan only.  

Which of the statements given above are 

Incorrect? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The Uighurs are a predominantly Muslim 

minority Turkic ethnic group, whose 

origins can be traced to Central and East 

Asia. The Uighurs speak their own 

language, similar to Turkish, and see 

themselves as culturally and ethnically 

close to Central Asian nations. 

 The Uighurs are considered to be one of the 

55 officially recognized ethnic minority 

communities in China. 

 However, China recognises the community 

only as a regional minority and rejects that 

they are an indigenous group.  

 Currently, the largest population of the 

Uighur ethnic community lives in Xinjiang 

region of China.  

 A significant population of Uighurs also 

lives in the neighbouring Central Asian 

countries such as Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan 

and Kazakhstan. 

 Xinjiang is technically an autonomous 

region within China — its largest region, 

rich in minerals, and sharing borders with 

eight countries, including India, Pakistan, 

Russia, Mongolia and Afghanistan.  

 

5. In context to the ‘National Social Assistance 

Programme (NSAP)’, consider the following 

statements: 

1. It is being implemented only in rural areas. 

2. The National Maternity Benefit Scheme 

(NMBS) is a part of NSAP. 

3. It was brought within the umbrella of ‘Core 

of Core’ schemes of the Centrally 

Sponsored Schemes (CSS) in 2016. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The National Social Assistance Programme 

(NSAP) is a welfare programme being 

administered by the Ministry of Rural 

Development. This programme is being 

implemented in rural as well as urban areas.  

 The programme was first launched on 15th 

August 1995 as a Centrally Sponsored 

Scheme. It was brought within the umbrella 

of ‘Core of Core’ schemes of the Centrally 

Sponsored Schemes (CSS) in 2016.  
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 Currently, it has five components namely: 

 Indira Gandhi National Old Age Pension 

Scheme (IGNOAPS) - since inception of 

NSAP in 1995. 

 National Family Benefit Scheme (NFBS) - 

1995. 

 Annapurna Scheme - launched in 2000. 

 Indira Gandhi National Widow Pension 

Scheme (IGNWPS) - launched in 2009. 

 Indira Gandhi National Disability Pension 

Scheme - launched in 2009. 

 The National Maternity Benefit Scheme 

(NMBS) was part of NSAP and was 

subsequently transferred from the Ministry 

of Rural development to the Ministry of 

Health and Family Welfare. 

         

6. Consider the following, With reference to Air 

Independent Propulsion (AIP) System: 

1. It is used in nuclear submarines to increase 

their lethality and stealth multifold. 

2. The AIP system-based submarines can stay 

underwater for a longer duration. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The Defence Research and Development 

Organisation (DRDO) has conducted the 

final development test of Air Independent 

Propulsion (AIP) System, crucial for diesel 

electric submarines (not for nuclear 

submarines).  

 The AIP system based submarines will be 

required to surface much less frequently, 

thus increasing their lethality and stealth 

multifold.  

 The AIP system based conventional 

submarines can stay underwater for a 

longer duration. 

 Diesel-electric submarines require them to 

come to the surface frequently to charge 

their batteries, thus their underwater 

endurance time is less. 

 However, ‘Air-independent’ propulsion 

technology helps to make the diesel 

Generator less dependent on surface air, 

thus reducing the need to come on surface 

Frequently. 

 

7. ‘Power sharing Agreement’, was recently seen 

in news. It is related to which of the following 

country? 

(a) Israel 

(b) Afghanistan 

(c) Pakistan 

(d) China 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, Afghanistan’s President Ashraf 

Ghani and his political rival Abdullah 

Abdullah have signed a power-sharing 
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Agreement. The deal has been signed two 

months after the presidential election 

dispute that arose in September 2019 

between Mr. Ghani and Mr. Abdullah. 

 The Election Commission declared Mr. 

Ghani to be the winner of the presidential 

election, but Mr. Abdullah and the 

Elections Complaint Commission charged 

widespread voting irregularities in the 

Election. Following which both declared 

them the winner of the presidential election 

and has been locked in a power struggle 

since then. 

 According to the deal, Mr. Ghani will 

remain as president while both Mr. Ghani 

and Mr. Abdullah will choose an equal 

number of ministers in the cabinet. 

 The deal calls for Abdullah to lead the 

country’s National Reconciliation High 

Council. 

 The Reconciliation Council has been given 

the authority to handle and approve all 

affairs related to Afghanistan’s peace 

process including the peace talks with the 

Taliban. 

 

8. Which airfield of Afghanistan was once 

considered as the busiest single-runway 

airstrip in the world? 

(a) Kabul 

(b) Jalalabad 

(c) Herat 

(d) Kandahar 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The 2009 surge in NATO operations in 

southern Afghanistan pushed the number 

of aircraft operations at the base from 1,700 

to 5,000 flights a week. The numbers meant 

that Kandahar had become the busiest one-

runway airport in the world. 

 

9. Which among the following are regarded as 

steps to reduce Global Inequality? 

1. Progressive Tax 

2. Wealth Tax 

3. Increasing Illicit Outflows 

4. Enforcing a living wage 

5. Worker’s Right to Organize 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 

(b) 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 

(c) 1, 2, 4 and 5 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Extreme economic inequality is corrosive 

to our societies. It makes poverty reduction 

harder, hurts our economies, and drives 

conflict and violence. Reversing this trend 

presents a significant challenge, but one 

where we’ve seen some progress. Few 

ways to move the world forward in 

reducing global inequality are: 

 Stop Illicit Outflows 
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 Progressive Income Tax 

 A Global Wealth Tax 

 Enforce a Living Wage 

 Workers’ Right to Organize 

 Stop Other Labour Abuses 

 Open and Democratic Trade Policy 

 

10. Which among the following critically 

endangered species belong to Jammu & 

Kashmir? 

1. Red stag 

2. Markhor 

3. Chiru 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) All 

(d) None 

Answer: c) 

Explanation:  

 Kashmiri Red Stag or Hangul is a 'critically 

endangered' species. Earlier it was 

considered as a subspecies of red deer. 

 Kashmiri Red Stag or Hangul is known for 

its giant antlers bearing 11 to 16 points.  

 They are largely confined to the Greater 

Dachigam Landscape (1,000 sq. km.), 

encompassing the Dachigam National Park 

(NP) and adjoining protected areas.  

 

 

 It is one of three critically endangered 

species in Jammu and Kashmir. The other 

two are markhor and the Tibetan antelope 

or 'chiru'. It was designated as State Animal 

of Jammu & Kashmir in 1980's. 
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1. In context to the ‘Kala-azar’, consider the 

following statements: 

1. It is characterized by irregular bouts of 

fever and substantial weight gain. 

2. It is caused by a virus called Leishmania. 

3. It is transmitted through the bite of sand 

flies. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

Incorrect? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Visceral leishmaniasis, also known as kala-

azar, is characterized by irregular bouts of 

fever, substantial weight loss, swelling of 

the spleen and liver, and anaemia. Hence, 

statement 1 is not correct. 

 It is caused by a parasite called Leishmania. 

 It is transmitted through the bite of sand 

flies.  

 

2. Consider the following statements, with regard 

to Project-75: 

1. It is a programme of the Indian Navy that 

entails building Scorpene Class attack 

Submarines. 

2. The submarines in the Project-75 Scorpene 

Class are powered by diesel-electric 

propulsion systems. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, Indian Navy’s third stealth 

Scorpene class (of Project-75) Submarine 

INS Karanj has been commissioned at the 

Naval Dockyard Mumbai. 

 Project 75 is a programme by the Indian 

Navy that entails building six Scorpene 

Class attack submarines.  

 It is given support by the Department of 

Defence Production (Ministry of Defence) 

and Indian Navy throughout its various 

phases of construction. 

 The Mazagon Dock limited (MDL) is 

manufacturing six Scorpene submarines 

with technology assistance from Naval 

Group of France under a USD 3.75 bn deal 

signed in October 2005. 

 MDL is one of the leading shipbuilding 

yards and only submarine builder in India. 

 The submarines in the Project-75 Scorpene 

Class are powered by diesel-electric 

Propulsion Systems.  

 Scorpene is one of the most sophisticated 

submarines, capable of undertaking 

multifarious missions including anti- 
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 surface ship warfare, anti-submarine 

warfare, intelligence gathering, mine 

laying, and area surveillance. 

 Scorpene is a conventional powered 

submarine (diesel-electric) weighing 1,500 

tonnes and can go up to depths of 300m. 

 

3. In context to the ‘BBIN Initiative’ consider the 

Following statements: 

1. It is a strategic alliance to tackle China’s 

Intrusion in the Himalayan Region. 

2. The Motor Vehicles Agreement (MVA) 

was signed in Thimphu. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal 

(BBIN) Initiative is a sub-regional 

architecture of countries in Eastern South 

Asia, a sub-region of South Asia. 

 The group meets through the official 

representation of member states to 

formulate, implement and review  

 quadrilateral agreements across areas such 

as water resources management, 

connectivity of power, transport, and 

infrastructure.  

 Motor Vehicles Agreement (MVA) was 

signed on 15th June 2015 in Thimphu, 

Bhutan.  

 It seeks to facilitate the unrestricted cross-

border movement of cargo, passenger, and 

personal vehicles between BBIN countries. 

 As per the agreement, member countries 

would allow vehicles registered in the other 

countries to enter their territory under 

certain terms and conditions. Customs and 

tariffs will be decided by the respective 

countries and these would be finalised at 

bilateral and trilateral forums. 

 Implementation of the MVA has been 

delayed as the countries work to clarify 

some of the provisions that are supposed to 

be elaborated in protocols. 

Objective: 

 To provide seamless people-to-people 

contact and enhance economic interaction 

by facilitating cross border movement of 

People and Goods. 

 

4. Which of the following statement/s is/are 

correct with respect to the Pradhan Mantri 

Swasthya Suraksha Nidhi (PMSSN)? 

1. It constitutes a non-lapsable reserve fund 

for health. 

2. It constitutes the proceeds from the Health 

and Education Cess. 

3. 3. It is administered by the Finance 

ministry. 

Options: 
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(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The Union Cabinet has approved the 

Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Nidhi 

(PMSSN). 

 The new fund collected from the proceeds 

of Health and Education Cess would 

function as a single non-lapsable reserve 

fund for health. 

 In the 2018 Budget, the Central 

Government announced the replacement of 

the existing 3% Education Cess by 4% 

Health and Education Cess. 

 The administration and maintenance of the 

PMSSN is entrusted to the Health Ministry. 

 The major benefits of PMSSN will be the 

enhanced access to universal and  

 affordable health care through the 

availability of earmarked resources, while 

ensuring that the amount does not lapse at 

the end of the Financial Year. 

 

5. India’s largest floating solar power plant till 

date is being set up in which of the following 

states? 

(a) Karnataka 

(b) Rajasthan 

(c) Gujarat 

(d) Telangana 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The country’s biggest floating solar power 

plant till date, by generation capacity, is 

being developed by the NTPC in the 

reservoir of its thermal plant at 

Ramagundam in Peddapalli district, 

Telangana. 

 This plant has a generation capacity of 

about 100 megawatts. 

 

6. Which of the following correctly describes the 

recently inducted INS Karanj? 

(a) Scorpene class submarine 

(b) Nuclear submarine 

(c) Fast Patrol vehicle 

(d) Corvette 

Answer: a) 

 

Explanation: 

 The Navy recently inducted the third 

Scorpene class conventional diesel-electric 

submarine, INS Karanj, into service. 

 The Scorpene-class submarines are a class 

of diesel-electric attack submarines. It 

features diesel propulsion and an additional 

air-independent propulsion (AIP) 

 

7. With reference to the difference between Cess 

and Surcharge, which of the statement(s) given 

below is/are correct? 

1. While the cess can be kept as a separate 

fund and cannot be shared with the states, 
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surcharge should be kept with the 

Consolidated Fund of India (CFI) and is 

shareable with State Governments. 

2. Unlike a cess, which is meant to raise 

revenue for a temporary need, surcharge is 

Usually Permanent in Nature. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• Surcharge is an additional charge or tax 

levied on existing tax. The main surcharges 

are on personal income tax (on high income 

slabs and on super rich) and on corporate 

Income Tax. 

• Despite both are not shareable with state 

governments, surcharge can be kept with 

the Consolidated Fund of India (CFI) and 

spent like any other taxes, the cess should 

be kept as a separate fund after allocating 

to CFI and can be spent only for a specific 

purpose. So, Statement 1 is not correct. 

• A surcharge is discussed under Article 270 

and 271 of the Indian Constitution. 

• Unlike a cess, which is meant to raise 

revenue for a temporary need, surcharge is 

usually permanent in nature. So, statement 

2 is correct. 

 

8. With reference to the electronic Voting 

Machine (EVMs) and VVPAT, which of the 

statement(s) given below is/are correct? 

1. An EVM is designed with the control unit 

kept with the Chief Electoral Officer and 

the balloting unit kept within the voting 

compartment. 

2. The electronic voting machine came in 

India as a replacement to ballot papers and 

was first used in Parvur assembly 

constituency in Kerala in 1982. 

3. If there is any mismatch between the 

recording of votes given by EVMs and the 

VVPAT, then the latter result will prevail 

over the former. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 An EVM is designed with two units: the 

control unit and the balloting unit. These 

units are joined together by a cable. While 

the control unit of the EVM is kept with 

the presiding officer or the polling 

officer, the balloting unit is kept within 

the voting compartment for electors to 

cast their votes. This is done to ensure that 

the polling officer verifies your identity. 

So, statement 1 is not correct. 
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 Initially, election results are announced 

based on the recording of votes given by 

EVMs. If the election results are disputed, 

then the votes recorded under VVPATs 

shall be counted and announced. If there is 

any mismatch between the two results, then 

the VVPAT’s result will prevail over the 

EVMs So, statement 2 is correct. 

 The electronic voting machine came in 

India as a replacement to ballot papers and 

was first used in No. 70 Parvur assembly 

constituency in Kerala in 1982. So, 

statement 3 is correct. 

 In a large scale, the machines have been in 

use in India since 1999. The machines have 

been credited with making the voting 

process simpler, as now vote can be 

registered with just a click on the button. 

 

9. The country’s biggest floating solar power 

plant till date, by generation capacity, is being 

developed at 

(a) Tamil Nadu 

(b) Gujarat 

(c) Kerala 

(d) Telangana 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The country’s biggest floating solar power 

plant till date, by generation capacity, is 

being developed by the NTPC in the 

reservoir of its thermal plant at 

Ramagundam in Peddapalli district, 

Telangana. 

 

10. The State of India’s Environment, 2020 report 

was released by 

(a) National Green Tribunal 

(b) Centre for Science and Environment 

(c) National Biodiversity authority 

(d) Greenpeace India 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The State of India’s Environment, 2020 

report was released by Centre for Science 

and Environment (CSE), a research and 

advocacy organisation. CSE also publishes 

the environment magazine Down to Earth. 
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1. Which of the following statement/s is/are 

correct with respect to defamation? 

1. In India, defamation is both a civil and a 

criminal offence. 

2. The Supreme Court has upheld the 

constitutional validity of the criminal 

provisions of defamation in the 

Subramanian Swamy v. Union of India 

case. 

Options: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Sections 499 and 500 of the Indian Penal 

Code (IPC) deal with defamation in India. 

 The Supreme Court in the Subramanian 

Swamy v. Union of India case has ruled 

that the criminal provisions of defamation 

are constitutionally valid and are not in 

conflict with the right to free speech. 

 The Court held that Section 499 is not an 

excessive restriction under Article 19(2). It 

held that society is a collection of 

individuals, and what affects individuals 

also affects society as a whole. Hence, it 

held that it is valid to treat defamation as a 

public wrong.  

 It held that criminal defamation is not a 

disproportionate restriction on free speech, 

because the protection of reputation is a 

fundamental right as well as a human right. 

 The Court reaffirmed the right to reputation 

as a part of the right to life under Article 21. 

Using the principle of ‘balancing of 

fundamental rights’, the court held that the 

right to freedom and speech and expression 

cannot be “allowed so much room that even 

reputation of an individual which is a 

constituent of Article 21 would have no 

entry into that area”. 

 

2. Which of the following is Incorrectly 

matched? 

(a) Dandi March: 1930 

(b) Rowlatt Satyagraha: 1920 

(c) Launch of Quit India Movement: 1942 

(d) Champaran Satyagraha: 1917 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The Salt March, also known as the Salt 

Satyagraha, Dandi March and the Dandi 

Satyagraha, was an act of nonviolent civil 

disobedience in colonial India led by 

Mahatma Gandhi.  

 The twenty-four-day march lasted between 

March and April in 1930. The march 

spanned almost 240 miles from Sabarmati 

Ashram to Dandi.  

 It marked a direct-action campaign of tax 

resistance and nonviolent protest against 

the British salt monopoly. 
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 On 6 April 1919, Mahatma Gandhi started 

a non-violent Satyagraha against the unjust 

Rowlatt Act passed by the British 

Government. 

 On 8 August 1942, at the All-India 

Congress Committee session in Bombay, 

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi launched 

the ‘Quit India’ movement. 

 The Champaran Satyagraha of 1917 was 

the first Satyagraha movement led by 

Gandhi in India and is considered a 

historically important revolt in the Indian 

Independence Movement. It was a farmers’ 

uprising that took place in the Champaran 

district of Bihar, India, during the British 

colonial period. 

 

3. What are the advantages of hydrogen as a fuel? 

1. Ease of storage 

2. High energy density 

3. Higher safety 

4. Non-polluting 

5. Renewable source 

Options: 

(a) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

(b) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 2, 4 and 5 only 

(d) 2, 3 and 5 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

Advantages of Hydrogen as a Fuel: 

 Hydrogen has the highest energy content of 

any common fuel by weight. 

 Its usage can help reduce Greenhouse Gas 

emissions and thus help improve 

environmental quality. Hydrogen is the 

most abundant element in the Universe and 

despite the challenges associated with its 

extraction from water, it is a uniquely 

abundant and renewable source of energy, 

perfect for our future zero-carbon needs for 

combined heat and power supplies. 

Hydrogen can be produced from diverse 

domestic resources with the potential for 

near-zero greenhouse gas emissions. 

Challenges in using hydrogen as a fuel: 

 Hydrogen’s energy content by volume is 

low. This makes storing hydrogen a 

challenge because it requires high 

pressures, low temperatures, or chemical 

processes to be stored compactly. Because 

hydrogen has a lower volumetric energy 

density than gasoline, storing this much 

hydrogen on a vehicle currently requires a 

larger tank at a higher pressure than other 

gaseous fuels. 

 Hydrogen has a wide range of flammable 

concentrations in air and lower ignition 

energy than gasoline or natural gas, which 

means it can Ignite More Easily. 
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4. Which of the following belongs to the Quad 

grouping? 

(a) South Korea, India, United States and 

Australia 

(b) Japan, India, United States and South 

Korea 

(c) Russia, India, United States and Australia 

(d) Japan, India, United States and Australia 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• The quadrilateral security dialogue 

includes Japan, India, United States and 

Australia. 

• All four nations find a common ground of 

being the democratic nations and common 

interests of unhindered maritime trade and 

security. 

• The idea was first mooted by Japanese 

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in 2007. 

However, the idea couldn’t move ahead 

with Australia pulling out of it. 

 

5. Consider the following statements regarding 

the National Population Register (NPR): 

1. The NPR database would contain 

demographic as well as biometric details. 

2. It is not mandatory for every usual resident 

of India to register in the NPR. 

3. As per the provisions of the NPR, a resident 

identity card will be issued to individuals 

over the age of 18. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• It is a Register of usual residents of the 

country. 

• It is being prepared at the local 

(Village/sub-Town), sub-District, District, 

State and National level under provisions 

of the Citizenship Act 1955 and the 

Citizenship (Registration of Citizens and 

issue of National Identity Cards) Rules, 

2003. 

• It is Mandatory for every usual resident of 

India to register in the NPR. So, statement 

2 is not correct. 

• A usual resident is defined for the purposes 

of NPR as a person who has resided in a 

local area for the past 6 months or more or 

a person who intends to reside in that area 

for the next 6 months or more. 

• To create a comprehensive identity 

database of every usual resident in the 

country. The NPR database would contain 

demographic as well as biometric details. 

So, statement 1 is correct. 

• As per the provisions of the NPR, a resident 

identity card (RIC) will be issued to 

individuals over the age of 18. So, 

statement 3 is correct. 
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• This will be a chip-embedded smart card 

containing the demographic and biometric 

attributes of each individual. 

• The UID number will also be printed on the 

card. 

 

6. Consider the following statements: 

1. Though states could come out with their 

own Bills to some extent to override the 

statutes of passed by the Parliament, none 

of those Bills would be effective unless the 

President accords his consent to such Bills. 

2. It’s the sole prerogative of the President 

whether to sign the state Bills or not.  

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Both the statements are correct. 

 

7. In the Context to the El Nino and La Nina, 

which of the statement(s) given below is/are 

correct? 

1. The northeast monsoon is known to receive 

a boost from El Niño, when the sea surface 

temperatures in the equatorial Pacific 

Ocean, off the western coast of South 

America, are warmer than usual. 

2. And, when the opposite phenomena La 

Niña happens, rainfall during the northeast 

monsoon is known to get Depressed. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• Like the southwest monsoon, the northeast 

monsoon is also impacted by the warming 

and cooling of sea surface waters in the 

central Pacific Ocean. But the impact is the 

opposite. 

• The northeast monsoon is known to receive 

a boost from El Niño, when the sea surface 

temperatures in the equatorial Pacific 

Ocean, off the western coast of South 

America, are warmer than usual. So, 

Statement 1 is correct. 

• And, when the opposite phenomena La 

Niña happens, rainfall during the northeast 

monsoon is known to get depressed. So, 

Statement 2 is correct. 

• This year the El Niño Southern Oscillation, 

or ENSO, is in neutral state and is likely to 

remain like that for the rest of the year. 
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8. Consider the following statements, with regard 

to active volcanos:  

1. Mount Sinabung is an active volcano of 

Indonesia.  

2. Sinabung and Semeru volcano are located 

in the Pacific Ring of Fire.  

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct?  

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Mt. Sinabung (2,600-metre) is located in 

Karo regency, North Sumatra. 

 Sinabung is among more than 120 active 

volcanoes in Indonesia, which is prone to 

seismic upheaval due to its location on the 

Pacific Ring of Fire. 

 The volcano was dormant for 400 years 

before exploding in 2010. 

 It exploded again in 2014 ,2016 and 2020. 

 Semeru is the highest volcano in Java and 

one of the most active. 

 It previously erupted in December, 2019. 

 Indonesia, with the maximum number of 

active volcanoes in the world, is prone to 

seismic upheaval due to its location on the 

Pacific’s Ring of Fire.  

 It is also known as "The Great Mountain". 

 

 

9. With reference to Semi-Nomadic Tribes, semi 

Nomadic Tribes: 

1. These tribes were notified under the 

Criminal Tribes Act under the British rule.  

2. Ambedkar Pre-Matric and Post-Matric 

Scholarship scheme is a Centrally 

Sponsored Scheme for Denotified, 

Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes 

(DNTs).  

Which of the statements given above is/are not 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The semi-nomads are those who are on the 

move but return to fixed habitations once a 

year, mainly for occupational reasons. 

 Denotified tribes are those that were 

notified under the Criminal Tribes Acts 

enforced during British Rule, whereby 

entire populations were branded criminals 

by birth. Hence, statement 1 is not correct.  

 In 1952, the Act was repealed and the 

communities were de-notified. 

 Dr. Ambedkar Pre-Matric and Post-Matric 

Scholarship is a Centrally Sponsored 

Scheme for Denotified, Nomadic and 

Semi-Nomadic Tribes (DNTs).  
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 It was launched in 2014-15 for the welfare 

of those DNT (Denotified, Nomadic and 

Semi-Nomadic Tribes) students who are 

not covered under SC, ST or OBC. 

 The scheme is implemented through State 

Governments/UT Administrations. The 

expenditure is shared between the Centre 

and the States in the ratio of 75:25. 

 

10. In context to the National Thermal Power 

Corporation (NTPC), consider the following 

statements: 

1. It is a central Public Sector Undertaking 

(PSU) under the Ministry of Power. 

2. It is a maharatna company. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The National Thermal Power Corporation 

(NTPC) Ltd. is a central Public Sector 

Undertaking (PSU) under the Ministry of 

Power.  

 It is India’s largest energy conglomerate 

with roots planted way back in 1975 to 

accelerate power development in India. 

 It aims to provide reliable power and 

related solutions in an economical, efficient 

and environment-friendly manner, driven 

by innovation and agility. 

 It became a Maharatna company in May 

2010.  

 It is located in New Delhi. 
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1. Consider the following: 

1. Bureau of Energy Efficiency is a statutory 

body under the Ministry of New and 

Renewable Energy. 

2. The Energy Efficiency Enterprise (E3) 

Certifications Programme is launched to 

Promote the Wind Energy Sector. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) is a 

statutory body under the Ministry of Power 

which was setup in 2002 under the 

provisions of the Energy Conservation Act, 

2001.  

 It is mandated to implement policy and 

programmes in the area of energy 

efficiency and conservation. 

 The Ministry of Power has launched 

"Energy Efficiency Enterprise (E3) 

Certifications Programme for the Brick 

Manufacturing Sector". 

 The E3 Certification Scheme is aimed at 

Tapping Huge energy efficiency potential 

in this Sector.  

 

 

 

2. Consider the following statements, with regard 

to Sahitya Akademi Award: 

1. It is the highest literary honour conferred in 

India. 

2. This award can be conferred to a person of 

Indian nationality only. 

3. Amitav Ghosh was the first English writer 

to become a Sahitya Akademi Laureate. 

Which of the statements given above are 

Incorrect? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Sahitya Akademi award established in 

1954, is a literary honour that is conferred 

annually by Sahitya Akademi, India’s 

National Academy of letters. 

 It is the second-highest literary honour by 

the Government of India, after the Jnanpith 

award.  

 Criteria for choosing an awardee is that the 

author must be of Indian Nationality.  

 Book/work eligible for the award must be 

an outstanding contribution to the language 

and literature to which it belongs. 

 The Sahitya Akademi Awards in English 

began in 1960, the first recipient was R K 

Narayan for his novel The Guide. 
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 For 2018, author Amitav Ghosh became 

the first English language writer to become 

a Jnanpith laureate 

 

3. Consider the following: 

1. The European Parliament has declared the 

European Union as ‘LGBTIQ Freedom 

Zone. 

2. Ireland became the first country to legalise 

same-sex marriage Through Public Vote. 

Which of the statements given above is/are not 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, in response to the backsliding of 

LGBTIQ rights in some EU countries, 

notably Poland and Hungary, the European 

Parliament has declared the European 

Union an “LGBTIQ Freedom Zone”.  

 Ireland legalized same-sex marriage. The 

country, which had decriminalized 

homosexuality in 1993, became the first 

country to allow same-sex marriage at a 

National level by Popular Vote.  

 

 

 

 

 

4. The Supreme Court sometimes issues Stay 

Order in few cases to temporarily stop a 

judicial proceeding through an order. What are 

the essential conditions considered to issue the 

same? 

1. the Balance of Convenience does not 

favour the Alleged Violator  

2. the stay order does not cause irreparable 

Harm or Injury  

3. there should be a prima facie case for 

Granting the Stay Order 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Stay Order is the act of temporarily 

stopping a judicial proceeding through the 

order of a court.  

 A stay is a suspension of a case or a 

suspension of a particular proceeding 

within a case.  

 A judge may grant a stay on the motion of 

a party to the case or issue a stay sua sponte, 

without the request of a party. 
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 The three conditions include: the 

balance of convenience does not favour 

the alleged violator; the stay order does 

not cause irreparable harm or injury; 

and there should be a prima facie case 

for Granting the stay order. 

 

5. Consider the following statements regarding 

the solar eclipse: 

1. Solar eclipses occur when the Sun, Moon 

and earth all fall in the same line and Earth 

passes between the Sun and the Moon, 

casting a shadow on the Moon. 

2. Annual Solar Eclipse occurs annually 

while the total solar eclipse occurs once in 

a decade. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• The Solar eclipse happens when the 

moon while orbiting the Earth comes in 

between the sun and the Earth, due to 

which the moon blocks the sun’s light 

from reaching the Earth, causing an 

eclipse of the sun or a solar eclipse. 

• There are Three Types of Eclipses. 

• Total Solar Eclipse happens when the 

sun, moon and Earth are in a direct line. 

The dark silhouette of the Moon 

completely covers the intense bright 

light of the Sun. Only the much fainter 

solar corona is visible during a total 

eclipse which is known as a Totality. 

• Partial Solar Eclipse happens when the 

shadow of the moon appears on a small 

part of the sun. 

• Annular Solar Eclipse, which happens 

when the moon is farthest from the 

Earth, which is why it seems smaller. In 

this type of an eclipse, the moon does not 

block the sun completely, but looks like 

a “dark disk on top of a larger sun-

colored disk” forming a “ring of fire”. 

• Lunar Eclipses occur when the Sun, 

Moon and earth all fall in the same line 

and Earth passes between the Sun and 

the Moon, casting a shadow on the 

Moon. 

• Total solar eclipses are rare events. 

Although they occur somewhere on 

Earth every 18 months on average, it is 

estimated that they recur at any given 

place only once every 360 to 410 years, 

on average. 
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6. Consider the following statements regarding 

the National Population Register (NPR): 

1. The census involves a detailed 

questionnaire to be filled up while NPR 

collects basic demographic data and 

biometric particulars. 

2. It is mandatory for every usual resident of 

India to register in the Census, while it is 

not mandatory for NPR. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The census involves a detailed 

questionnaire and there were 29 items to be 

filled up in the 2011 census. 

 They aimed at eliciting the particulars of 

every person, including age, sex, marital 

status, occupation, birthplace, mother 

tongue, religion, whether they belonged to 

any SC or ST etc. 

 On the other hand, NPR collects basic 

demographic data and biometric 

particulars. Once the basic details of the 

head of the family are taken by the 

enumerator, an Acknowledgement slip will 

be issued. This slip may be required for 

enrolment in NPR, whenever that process 

begins. 

 The details will be recorded in every local 

(village or ward), sub-district (tehsil or 

taluk), district and state level. 

 Once the details are recorded, there will be 

a population register at each of these levels. 

Together, they constitute the National 

Population Register. 

 It is mandatory for every usual resident of 

India to register in the NPR. 

 

7. With reference to the UNCLOS and its 

maritime zones, consider the following 

statements: 

1. UNCLOS is the only international 

Convention which stipulates a framework 

for state jurisdiction in Maritime Spaces. 

2. Each coastal state has full sovereignty over 

its Territorial sea as like it has on its land 

Territory. 

3. In contiguous zone, the coastal state has the 

right to both prevent and punish 

infringement of fiscal, immigration, 

sanitary, and customs laws within its 

Territory and Territorial Sea. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

not correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: c) 
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Explanation: 

 UNCLOS is the only international 

convention which stipulates a framework 

for state jurisdiction in maritime spaces. 

So, statement 1 is correct. 

 Each coastal state has full sovereignty over 

its internal waters as like it has on its land 

territory. So, statement 2 is not correct. 

 In contiguous zone, the coastal state has the 

right to both prevent and punish 

infringement of fiscal, immigration, 

sanitary, and customs laws within its 

territory and territorial sea. So, statement 

3 is correct. 

 

8. Which of the following statement/s is/are 

correct with respect to Mudumalai National 

Park? 

1. It is part of the Western Ghats Nilgiri Sub-

Cluster. 

2. It is also a declared tiger reserve 

Options: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The Mudumalai National Park and Wildlife 

Sanctuary also a declared tiger reserve, lies 

on the northwestern side of the Nilgiri Hills 

in Tamil Nadu, India. It shares its 

boundaries with the states of Karnataka and 

Kerala. 

 The protected area is home to several 

endangered and vulnerable species 

including Indian elephant, Bengal tiger, 

gaur and Indian leopard. There are at least 

266 species of birds in the sanctuary, 

including critically endangered Indian 

white-rumped vulture and long-billed 

vulture. 

 The Western Ghats Nilgiri Sub-Cluster of 

6,000 square kilometres including all of 

Mudumalai National Park, is under 

consideration by the UNESCO World 

Heritage Committee for selection as a 

World Heritage Site. 

 

9. Which of the following is the largest cell in the 

Human Body? 

(a) Egg cell 

(b) Bone cell 

(c) Nerve cell 

(d) Fat cells 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Egg cells are the largest cells in the body. 

 A new study deciphers how these cells 

grow to such sizes. ‘Nurse’ cells, connected 

to the oocyte, dump their contents into the 

oocyte (egg cell), thereby causing it to 

Expand. 
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10. Which of the following statement/s is/are 

correctly matched? 

1. Raman effect: when light is scattered off an 

object, two bands are observed, with higher 

and lower frequency than the original light, 

called the Stokes and anti-Stokes bands, 

Respectively. 

2. Joule effect: Any current flowing through a 

conductor would cause a temperature rise. 

3. Meissner effect: It is the expulsion of a 

magnetic field from a superconductor 

during its transition to the superconducting 

state when it is cooled below the critical 

Temperature. 

Options: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Self-explanatory 
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1. Consider the following statements: 

1. Raman Thermometry technique is used to 

determine the local temperature in 

microelectronics systems. 

2. The Raman scattering phenomena is used 

for temperature detection. 

3. C.V Raman won the Nobel prize in science 

for the discovery of Raman scattering. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Raman Thermometry is a thermal 

characterization technique which makes 

use of Raman scattering phenomena to 

determine the local temperature in 

microelectronics systems.  

 The Raman Effect or Raman Scattering is a 

phenomenon in spectroscopy discovered 

by the eminent physicist Sir 

Chandrasekhara Venkata Raman in 1928. 

 In 1930, he got a Nobel Prize for this 

remarkable discovery and this was the first 

Nobel Prize for India in the field of 

Science.  

 

 

 

 

2. Consider the following: 

1. Seabuckthorn is a shrub found in the cold 

desert of India. 

2. The cold desert of India stretches from 

Ladakh to Sikkim in the Himalayas. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Seabuckthorn is a shrub which produces an 

orange-yellow coloured edible berry. 

 In India, it is found above the tree line in 

the Himalayan region, generally in dry 

areas such as the cold deserts of Ladakh 

and Spiti.  

 A major part is covered by this plant in 

Himachal Pradesh, Ladakh, Uttarakhand, 

Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh. 

 The cold desert of India is situated in the 

Himalayas and stretches from Ladakh in 

the north to Kinnaur (in the state of 

Himachal Pradesh) in the south.  

 The region has harsh climatic conditions 

such as very low rainfall and very high 

elevation (ranging from 3000–5000m 

Above Sea Level)] that adds to the coldness 

in its environment. 
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 The soil is not very fertile and the climatic 

conditions allow very short growing 

seasons making it a bare landscape 

 

3. Consider the following, With reference to 

Bhadar River: 

1. Bhadar river originates from Malwa 

Plateau region. 

2. It flows through the Aravali and finally 

meets the Arabian sea. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d)  

Explanation: 

 The Bhadar is one of the major rivers of 

Kathiawar (Saurashtra) peninsula in 

Gujarat. 

 It originates near Vaddi in Rajkot district at 

an elevation of 261 m above mean sea 

level. Hence, statement 1 is not correct. 

 It flows through the Saurashtra region 

(does not cross the Aravali Range) and 

finally confluence with Arabian sea at 

Naviobandar (Porbandar). Hence, 

statement 2 is not correct. 

 The total length of this river is 198 km. It 

drains about 1/7th of the area of Saurashtra. 

 

 

4. Consider the following statements with respect 

to Singhori Wildlife Sanctuary: 

1. It is located in Uttarakhand. 

2. Project Tiger was launched in Singhori 

Wildlife Sanctuary. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Singhori Wildlife Sanctuary is located in 

Madhya Pradesh. 

 Project Tiger was launched in Jim Corbett 

National Park of Uttarakhand in 1973. 

 

5. SIG-716 assault rifles are acquired by India 

from which country? 

(a) Russia 

(b) Israel 

(c) France 

(d) United States of America 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 SIG-716 assault rifles are American LMG. 

 Light Machine Guns (LMGs) are designed 

to be employed by an individual soldier, 

with or without an assistant, as an infantry 

Support Weapon. 
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6. “Dustlik”, recently seen in the news, is a town 

in which country? 

(a) Kazakhstan 

(b) Iran 

(c) Uzbekistan 

(d) Afghanistan 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 India-Uzbek joint exercise Dustlik-II 

commenced at Ranikhet (Uttarakhand). 

 It is named after Dustlik, a town in the 

Jizzakh region of Uzbekistan. 

 This is the Second Edition of the annual 

bilateral joint exercise of both armies. 

 The first edition was held in Uzbekistan in 

2019. 

 

7. With reference to the powers of the Lieutenant 

Governor of the Union Territory, consider the 

following statements: 

1. The Council of Ministers headed by a Chief 

Minister will aid and advise the 

Administrator in the exercise of his 

functions in relation to matters which the 

Union Territory has power to make laws. 

2. It also allows the LG to act in his discretion 

in the matter of law-making, even though 

the Council of Ministers has the task of 

aiding and advising him. 

3. In case of a difference of opinion between 

the LG and his Ministers on any matter, the 

Administrator is bound to refer it to the 

President for a decision. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• The Government of Union Territories Act, 

1963 provides for a Legislative Assembly 

of Pondicherry (as Puducherry was then 

called), with a Council of Ministers to 

govern the “Union Territory of 

Pondicherry”. 

• The same Act says that the UT will be 

administered by the President of India 

through an Administrator (LG). 

 Section 44 of the Act, says the Council 

of Ministers headed by a Chief Minister 

will “aid and advise the Administrator 

in the exercise of his functions in 

relation to matters with respect to which 

the Legislative Assembly of the Union 

Territory has power to make laws”. 

 The same clause also allows the LG to 

“act in his discretion” in the matter of 

law-making, even though the Council 

of Ministers has the task of aiding and 

advising him. So, both statement 1 

and 2 are correct. 
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• In case of a difference of opinion between 

the LG and his Ministers on any matter, the 

Administrator is bound to refer it to the 

President for a decision and act according 

to the decision given by the President. 

• However, the Administrator can also claim 

that the matter is urgent, and take 

immediate action as he deems necessary. 

So, statement 3 is also correct. 

 

8. Consider the following statements: 

1. It is one of the heaviest flying birds in the 

world. 

2. It usually resides in dry grasslands and 

scrublands on the Indian subcontinent; its 

largest populations are found in the Indian 

state of Rajasthan. 

3. It is also the state bird of Rajasthan. 

The above statements describe which of the 

following? 

(a) Bengal Florican 

(b) Great Indian Bustard 

(c) Hornbill 

(d) White Rumped Vulture 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• The Supreme Court recently swooped-in to 

intervene on behalf of the critically 

endangered Great Indian Bustards over the 

birds falling dead after colliding with 

power lines running through their 

dwindling natural habitats in Gujarat and 

Rajasthan. 

• The Great Indian Bustard is one of the 

heaviest flying birds in the world. 

• It usually resides in dry grasslands and 

scrublands on the Indian subcontinent; its 

largest populations are found in the Indian 

state of Rajasthan. 

• The Great Indian Bustard is the state bird 

of Rajasthan. 

• It is listed as ‘Critically Endangered’ on 

the IUCN Red List. It is also listed in 

Appendix I of CITES and Schedule I of 

the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. 

• 90% of its population has been reduced 

within 50 years (six generations) majorly 

due to poaching.  

 

9. With reference to Indian elephants, consider 

the following statements:  

1. The leader of an elephant group is female.  

2. The maximum gestation period can be 22 

months.  

3. An elephant can normally go on calving till 

the age of 40 years only.  

4. Among the States in India, the highest 

elephant population is in Kerala. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 4 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 3 and 4 only 

Answer: a) 
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Explanation:  

• Calves generally live with the mother till 

they are five years old after which the 

males leave the herd but the females 

remain. Statement 1 is correct and 

Statement 3 is Incorrect. 

• Elephants have the longest gestation 

period of all mammals. These gentle 

giants' pregnancies last for more than a 

year and a half. The average gestation 

period of an elephant is about 640 to 660 

days, or roughly 95 weeks. Statement 2 

is correct. 

• Karnataka has the highest number of 

elephants in India. Statement 4 is 

Incorrect. 

 

10. State of Global Air 2020 is released by 

(a) Health Effects Institute 

(b) UNEP 

(c) Greenpeace 

(d) WEF 

Answer: a) 

    Explanation: 

• Recently, a global study, State of Global 

Air 2020 (SoGA 2020) has been released 

by the Health Effects Institute (HEI). 
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1. With reference to the Chipko Movement, 

which of the statement(s) given below is/are 

correct? 

1. Chipko movement was the uprising against 

the felling of trees and maintaining the 

ecological balance originated in Uttara 

Kannada and Shimoga districts of 

Karnataka in 1973. 

2. It was a violent protest condemning 

ecological destruction. 

3. Sundarlal Bahuguna, initiated this 

movement to guard the trees on the 

Himalayan slopes. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• Chipko movement was the uprising against 

the felling of trees and maintaining the 

ecological balance originated in Uttar 

Pradesh’s Chamoli district (now 

Uttarakhand) in 1973. 

• The name of the movement ‘Chipko’ 

comes from the word ’embrace’, as the 

villagers hugged the trees and encircled 

them to prevent being hacked. 

 

 

• It was a silent, non-violent protest 

condemning ecological destruction. 

• Sundarlal Bahuguna, a famous Gandhian, 

is said to have initiated this movement to 

guard the trees on the Himalayan slopes. 

Bahuguna is also known for coining the 

Chipko slogan ‘ecology is Permanent 

Economy’. 

• The movement’s biggest triumph was 

making people aware of their rights to 

forests, and how grassroots activism can 

influence policy-making regarding ecology 

and shared natural resources. 

 

2. Consider the following statements: 

1. As per the provisions of the MTP Bill, 2020 

only the consent of woman whose 

pregnancy is being terminated is required. 

2. The Bill allows abortion after 24 weeks 

only in cases where a Medical Board 

Diagnoses Substantial Foetal Abnormality. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The MTP Bill was passed in Lok Sabha in 

March 2020 and is likely to be brought 

before Rajya Sabha during the ongoing 
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Budget Session. Its salient features 

included: 

 Proposing requirement for the opinion of 

one provider for termination of pregnancy, 

up to 20 weeks of gestation and introducing 

the requirement of the opinion of two 

providers for termination of pregnancy of 

20-24 weeks of gestation. 

 Enhancing the upper gestation limit from 

20 to 24 weeks for special categories of 

women which will be defined in the 

amendments to the MTP Rules and would 

include ‘vulnerable women including 

survivors of rape, victims of incest and 

other vulnerable women (like differently-

abled women, Minors) etc. 

 Upper gestation limit not to apply in cases 

of substantial foetal abnormalities 

diagnosed by Medical Board. The 

composition, functions and other details of 

Medical Board to be prescribed 

subsequently in Rules under the Act. 

 Anonymity of the person: Name and other 

particulars of a woman whose pregnancy 

has been terminated shall not be revealed 

except to a person authorised in any law for 

the time being in force. 

 The Bill allows abortion after 24 weeks 

only in cases where a Medical Board 

diagnoses substantial foetal abnormality. 

 This implies that for a case requiring 

abortion due to rape, that exceeds 24-

weeks, the only recourse remains through a 

Writ Petition. 

 The Bill does not specify the categories of 

women who may terminate pregnancies 

between 20-24 weeks and leaves it to be 

prescribed through Rules. 

 The Act (and the Bill) require an abortion 

to be performed only by doctors with 

specialization in gynaecology or obstetrics. 

 As there is a 75% shortage of such doctors 

in community health centres in rural areas, 

pregnant women may continue to find it 

difficult to access facilities for safe 

Abortions. 

 

3. With respect to the Association of Democratic 

Reforms (ADR), consider the following 

statements: 

1. The ADR is a non-partisan, non-

governmental organization which works in 

the area of Electoral and Political Reforms. 

2. ADR aims at bringing transparency and 

accountability in Indian politics and 

Reducing the Influence of Money and 

Muscle Power in Elections. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 
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Explanation: 

 The ADR is a non-partisan, non-

governmental organization which works in 

the area of electoral and political reforms. 

So, statement 1 is correct. 

 ADR aims at bringing transparency and 

accountability in Indian politics and 

reducing the influence of money and 

muscle power in elections. So, statement 2 

is correct. 

 National Election Watch (NEW) is a 

conglomeration of over 1200 organizations 

across the country. 

 

4. Which of the following is/are not the 

tributaries of the River Yamuna? 

1. Son 

2. Chambal 

3. Sind 

4. Betwa 

5. Ken 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 2, 3 and 4 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The river Yamuna, a major tributary of 

river Ganges, originates from the 

Yamunotri glacier near Bandarpoonch 

peaks in the Mussoorie range of the lower 

Himalayas at an elevation of about 6387 

meters above mean sea level in Uttarkashi 

district of Uttarakhand. 

 It meets the Ganges at the Sangam (where 

Kumbh mela is held) in Prayagraj, Uttar 

Pradesh after flowing through Uttarakhand, 

Himachal Pradesh, Haryana and Delhi. 

 Important Dams are Lakhwar-Vyasi Dam 

(Uttarakhand), Tajewala Barrage Dam 

(Haryana) etc. 

 Important Tributaries are Chambal, Sindh, 

Betwa and Ken. 

 Son is the tributary of the River Ganga. 

 

5. Consider the following statements, with regard 

the Classical dances of India: 

1. Kathakali and Mohiniattam of Kerala are 

included in the eight classical dances of 

India. 

2. Kalladikodan shailee is a major dance style 

of Mohiniyattam. 

3. Guru Chemancheri Kunhiraman Nair was a 

prominent Bharatnatyam dancer. 

Which of the statements given above is/are not 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 There are eight Classical Dances of India: 

Bharatnatyam (Tamil Nadu), Kathak 
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(North India), Kathakali (Kerala), 

Mohiniyattam (Kerala), Kuchipudi 

(Andhra Pradesh), Odissi (Odisha), 

Sattriya (Assam) and Manipuri (Manipur).  

 The Kalladikodan shailee is one among the 

three major styles of Kathakali. The other 

two are Vettathu and Kaplingadu.  

 The Kalladikodan style gives equal 

importance to the three aspects of nritta (the 

dance movements in their basic form), 

nritya (expressional component i.e. mudras 

or gestures) and natya (the dramatic 

element of the dance i.e. the imitation of 

characters). 

 Guru Chemancheri Kunhiraman Nair was a 

Kathakali maestro. Hence, statement 3 is 

not correct. 

 He studied at Kalladikkodan school of 

Kathakali and was specialised in 

“Kalladikodan” style. 

 

6. Consider the following statements, with 

reference Project RE-HAB: 

1. It has been launched to mitigate the 

elephant attacks in human habitations. 

2. It is a sub-mission of the National Honey 

Mission. 

3. The project will be implemented by the 

Khadi and Village Industries Commission 

(KVIC). 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Project RE-HAB (Reducing Elephant-

Human Attacks using Bees) has been 

recently launched in Karnataka which 

entails installing bee boxes along the 

periphery of the forest and the villages to 

mitigate human-elephant conflict. 

 It is intended to create “bee fences” to 

thwart elephant attacks in human 

habitations using honeybees.  

 The bee boxes will dissuade elephants 

without causing any harm to them. 

 Extremely cost-effective as compared to 

various other measures such as digging 

trenches or erecting fences. 

 These spots are located on the periphery of 

Nagarahole National Park and Tiger 

Reserve, which is a known conflict zone. 

 The Project is an initiative of the Khadi and 

Village Industries Commission (KVIC). 

 It is a sub-mission of KVIC’s National 

Honey Mission.  

 Hence, statement 2 and 3 are correct. 

 

7. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Nagarhole National Park lies in the 

Western Ghats and is a part of the Nilgiri 

Biosphere Reserve. 
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2. The Srivilliputhur Meghamalai Tiger 

Reserve is located in Tamil Nadu. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The Nagarhole National Park is also known 

as Rajiv Gandhi National Park. 

 It was established as a wildlife sanctuary in 

1955 and was upgraded into a national park 

in 1988. 

 It was declared as the 37th Tiger reserve 

under Project Tiger in 1999. 

 There are 51 Tiger reserves in India. 

 The latest addition in this list is 

Srivilliputhur Meghamalai Tiger Reserve 

of Tamil Nadu, which got approval in 2021. 

Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

 The Nagarhole National Park lies in the 

Western Ghats and is a part of the Nilgiri 

Biosphere Reserve. Hence, statement 1 is 

correct. 

 The Nagarahole River flows through the 

park, which joins the Kabini River which 

also is a boundary between Nagarahole and 

Bandipur Ntional Park. 

 

 

 

8. Consider the following statements with respect 

to Deep Ocean Mission: 

1. It is a central sector scheme. 

2. Its two key projects include a desalination 

plant powered by Tidal Energy and a 

submersible vehicle that can explore depths 

of at least 6,000 metres. 

3. The focus of the mission would Include 

Ocean Climate Change Advisory Services 

and Underwater Robotics Related 

Technologies. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) 3 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Deep Ocean Mission is a central sector 

scheme. The mission proposes to explore 

the deep ocean similar to the space 

exploration started by ISRO about 35 years 

ago. 

 The focus of the mission will be on deep-

sea mining, ocean climate change advisory 

services, underwater vehicles and 

underwater robotics related technologies. 

 Its two key projects include a desalination 

plant powered by tidal energy and a 

submersible vehicle that can explore depths 

of at least 6,000 metres. 
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9. Consider the following statements: 

1. India is the largest arms importer. 

2. In the last five years, Russia was the largest 

arms supplier to India followed by the U.S. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 India is the second-largest arms importer 

after Saudi Arabia. 

 Russia was the largest arms supplier 

between 2011–15 and 2016–20. 

 The U.S. was the second-largest arms 

supplier to India in 2011–15 but in 2016–

20 India’s arms imports from the U.S. were 

46% lower than in the previous five-year 

period, making the U.S. the fourth-largest 

supplier in 2016–20. 

 France and Israel were the second and third 

largest arms suppliers in 2016–20. 

 Therefore, both statements are wrong. 

 

10. Consider the following statements with respect 

to Bara-lacha La: 

1. It is a high mountain pass in Zanskar range. 

2. The pass connects Kargil and Srinagar. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are 

Incorrect? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Bara-lacha La is a high mountain pass in 

Zanskar range. 

 It connects Lahaul district in Himachal 

Pradesh to Leh district in Ladakh, situated 

along the Leh–Manali Highway. 
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1. Consider the following statements with respect 

to Development Finance Institutions: 

1. Industrial Finance Corporation of India 

was the first DFI in India. 

2. The Budget 2021-22 has provided for an 

initial amount of ₹20,000 crore for the 

DFIs. 

3. DFIs do not accept deposits. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 IFCI – 1st DFI in India. Industrial Finance 

Corporation of India was established in 

1948. 

 The Budget 2021-22 has provided for an 

initial amount of ₹20,000 crore for the 

DFIs. 

 DFIs do not accept deposits. 

 The development finance institutions or 

development finance companies are 

organizations owned by the government or 

charitable institutions to provide funds for 

low-capital projects or where their 

borrowers are unable to get it from 

Commercial Lenders. 

 

 

 

 

2. The World Energy Transitions Outlook is 

brought out by: 

(a) International Atomic Energy Agency 

(b) International Renewable Energy Agency 

(c) Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change 

(d) Intergovernmental Renewable Energy 

Organization 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The World Energy Transitions Outlook is 

brought out by the International Renewable 

Energy Agency. 

 

3. Consider the following statements with respect 

to River Chenab: 

1. Chenab river is formed by the confluence 

of the Chandra and Bhaga rivers at Tandi. 

2. The world’s highest railway bridge is being 

constructed on the Chenab. 

3. Baglihar Hydroelectric Power Project is a 

run-of-the-river power project on River 

Chenab. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 3 only 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 All the statements are correct. 

 

 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


044-

26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

      UPSC MARCH - 2021 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 18 

           2 | P a g e  

 
 Daily Current Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests www.iasgatewayy.com 

   

4. Consider the following, with regard to 

Members of Parliament Local Area 

Development Scheme (MPLADS): 

1. It is a Central Sector Scheme. 

2. The nominated members of Rajya Sabha 

are not entitled to use funds from the 

MPLAD scheme. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The Members of Parliament Local Area 

Development Scheme (MPLADS) is a 

Central Sector Scheme which was 

announced in December 1993.  

 Initially, it came under the control of the 

Ministry of Rural Development. Later, in 

October 1994, it was transferred to the 

Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation. 

Functioning: 

 Each year, MPs receive Rs. 5 crore in two 

instalments of Rs. 2.5 crore each. Funds 

under MPLADS are non-lapsable. 

 Lok Sabha MPs have to recommend the 

district authorities projects in their Lok 

Sabha constituencies, while Rajya Sabha 

MPs have to spend it in the state that has 

elected them to the House. 

 Nominated Members of both the Rajya 

Sabha and Lok Sabha can recommend 

works anywhere in the country.  

 

5. Consider the following: 

1. Periyar River originates from Sivagiri hills 

of Western Ghats. 

2. Muthirapuzha and Mullayar are the 

tributaries of Periyar River. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The Periyar River is the longest river in the 

state of Kerala with a length of 244 km. 

 It is also known as ‘Lifeline of Kerala’ as it 

is one of the few perennial rivers in the 

state. 

 A perennial river is a channel that has 

continuous flow in parts of its stream bed 

all year round. 

 Periyar River originates from Sivagiri hills 

of Western Ghats and flows through the 

Periyar National Park. Hence, statement 1 

is correct. 

 The main tributaries of Periyar are 

Muthirapuzha, Mullayar, Cheruthoni and 

Perinjankutti.  
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6. In context to Gravitational Waves, consider the 

following statements: 

1. Gravitational waves are produced only 

when two black holes merge into each 

other. 

2. They travel at the speed of light. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b)  

Explanation: 

 Gravitational Waves are invisible ripples 

that form when: 

 A star explodes in a supernova. 

 Two big stars orbit each other. 

 Two black holes merge. Hence, statement 

1 is not correct. 

 They travel at the speed of light and 

squeeze and stretch anything in their path. 

As a gravitational wave travels through 

space-time, it causes it to stretch in one 

direction and compress in the other, Any 

object that occupies that region of space-

time also stretches and compresses as the 

wave passes over them, though very 

slightly, which can only be detected by 

specialized devices like LIGO. 

 

 

 

 

7. If the Government cancels immediately ration 

cards immediately due to the absence of 

linkages with the Aadhaar card, then which of 

the Fundamental Right is violated? 

(a) Article 15 

(b) Article 16 

(c) Article 21 

(d) Article 21 A 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• Supreme Court has in a plethora of cases 

held that right to food comes within the 

purview of right to life and is a basic 

component to right to life. Issues pertaining 

to malnutrition and starvation deaths, 

emerging from inadequate nutrition and 

hunger crisis breach the fundamental 

right to food and are violative of Articles 

14, 21, 38, 39 and 47, 51(c) of the 

Constitution of India. 

 

 

8. With respect to the Rice fortification, consider 

the following statements: 

1. Fortifying rice involves grinding broken 

rice into powder, mixing it with nutrients, 

and then shaping it into rice-like kernels 

using an extrusion process.  

2. Regular milled rice is low in micronutrients 

and serves primarily as a source of 

carbohydrate only. 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


044-

26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

      UPSC MARCH - 2021 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 18 

           4 | P a g e  

 
 Daily Current Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests www.iasgatewayy.com 

   

3. Fortified rice contains Vitamin A, Vitamin 

B1, Vitamin B12, Folic Acid, Iron and 

Zinc. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• Rice fortification is the practice of 

increasing the content of essential 

micronutrients in rice and to improve the 

nutritional quality of the rice. 

• Fortifying rice involves grinding broken 

rice into powder, mixing it with nutrients, 

and then shaping it into rice-like kernels 

using an extrusion process. So, statement 

1 is correct.  

• These fortified kernels are then mixed with 

normal rice in a 1:100 ratio, and distributed 

for consumption. 

• Rice is the world’s most important staple 

food. An estimated 2 billion people eat rice 

every day, forming the mainstay of diets 

across large of Asia and Africa. 

• Regular milled rice is low in micronutrients 

and serves primarily as a source of 

carbohydrate only. The fortification of rice 

is a major opportunity to improve nutrition. 

So, statement 2 is correct. 

• Fortified rice are contains Vitamin A, 

Vitamin B1, Vitamin B12, Folic Acid, Iron 

and Zinc. So, statement 3 is correct. 

 

9. With reference to the powers of the Lieutenant 

Governor of the Union Territory, consider the 

following statements: 

1. The Council of Ministers headed by a Chief 

Minister will aid and advise the 

Administrator in the exercise of his 

functions in relation to matters which the 

Union Territory has power to make laws. 

2. It also allows the LG to act in his discretion 

in the matter of lawmaking, even though 

the Council of Ministers has the task of 

aiding and advising him. 

3. In case of a difference of opinion between 

the LG and his Ministers on any matter, the 

Administrator is bound to refer it to the 

President for a decision. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• The Government of Union Territories Act, 

1963 provides for a Legislative Assembly 

of Pondicherry (as Puducherry was then 

called), with a Council of Ministers to 
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govern the “Union Territory of 

Pondicherry”. 

• The same Act says that the UT will be 

administered by the President of India 

through an Administrator (LG). 

 Section 44 of the Act, says the Council 

of Ministers headed by a Chief Minister 

will “aid and advise the Administrator 

in the exercise of his functions in 

relation to matters with respect to which 

the Legislative Assembly of the Union 

Territory has power to make laws”. 

 The same clause also allows the LG to 

“act in his discretion” in the matter of 

lawmaking, even though the Council of 

Ministers has the task of aiding and 

advising him. So, both statement 1 

and 2 are correct. 

• In case of a difference of opinion between 

the LG and his Ministers on any matter, the 

Administrator is bound to refer it to the 

President for a decision and act according 

to the decision given by the President. 

• However, the Administrator can also claim 

that the matter is urgent, and take 

immediate action as he deems necessary. 

So, statement 3 is also correct. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Consider the following statements regarding 

the Forest Rights Act, 2006 (FRA): 

1. It gives the right to ownership to land 

farmed by tribal or forest dwellers subject 

to a maximum of 4 hectares. 

2. It can also be claimed by any member or 

community who has for at least three 

generations prior to the 13th day of 

December, 2006. 

3. It expands the mandate of the Fifth and the 

Sixth Schedules of the Constitution that 

protect the claims of indigenous 

communities. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 It gives the right to ownership to land 

farmed by tribal or forest dwellers subject 

to a maximum of 4 hectares. Hence, 

statement 1 is correct. 

 It can also be claimed by any member or 

community who has for at least three 

generations prior to the 13th day of 

December, 2005. Hence, statement 2 is 

incorrect. 

 It expands the mandate of the Fifth and the 

Sixth Schedules of the Constitution that 
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protect the claims of indigenous 

communities. Hence, statement 3 is correct. 

 The Gram Sabha is the authority to initiate 

the process for determining the nature and 

extent of Individual Forest Rights (IFR) or 

Community Forest Rights (CFR). 

 To rehabilitation in case of illegal eviction 

or forced displacement and to basic 

amenities, subject to restrictions for forest 

Protection. 
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1. In context to the Appropriation Bill, consider 

the following statements: 

1. It Enables the Government to withdraw 

funds from the Consolidated Fund of India. 

2. It is mandatory for the Government to 

accept the recommendations of the Rajya 

Sabha on the Appropriation Bill. 

Which of the statements given above is/are not 

correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 An Appropriation Bill gives power to the 

government to withdraw funds from the 

Consolidated Fund of India for meeting the 

expenditure during the financial year. 

 The amount withdrawn is used to meet the 

current expenditure during the financial 

year. 

 Both appropriation and finance bills are 

classified as money bills.  

 The Appropriation Bill is introduced in the 

Lok Sabha after discussions on Budget 

proposals and Voting on Demand for 

Grants. 

 Once it is passed by the Lok Sabha it is sent 

to the Rajya Sabha. 

 

 

 The Rajya Sabha has the power to 

recommend any amendments in this Bill. 

However, the bill does not require the 

explicit consent of the Rajya Sabha. 

 The Lok Sabha can either accept or reject 

the recommendations made by the Rajya 

Sabha.  

 

2. Consider the following, with reference to the 

Terai Arc Landscape (TAL): 

1. It is a stretch between the river Yamuna in 

the west and the river Bagmati in the east. 

2. It is spread only in the state of Uttar 

Pradesh and Bihar. 

3. The Corbett Tiger Reserve and Valmiki 

Tiger Reserve are part of this Region. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The Terai Arc Landscape (TAL) is an 810 

km stretch between the river Yamuna in the 

west and the river Bagmati in the east.  

 The Bagmati River is a river in south-

central Nepal and northern Bihar state. 

 Comprises the Shivalik hills, the adjoining 

bhabhar areas and the Terai flood plains. 

 The bhabhar is that part of the Indian 

Northern Plains where the rivers, after 
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descending from the mountains, deposit 

pebbles. It is a narrow belt, having a width 

of about 8 to 16 km and lying parallel to the 

slopes of the Shiwaliks. 

 All the streams disappear in this bhabar 

belt. South of this belt, the streams and 

rivers re-emerge and create a wet, swampy 

and marshy region known as terai. 

 It is spread across the Indian states of 

Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, and 

the low lying hills of Nepal.  

 It boasts of some of India’s most well-

known Tiger Reserves and Protected Areas 

such as Corbett Tiger Reserve 

(Uttarakhand), Rajaji National Park 

(Uttarakhand), Dudhwa Tiger Reserve 

(Uttar Pradesh), Valmiki Tiger Reserve 

(Bihar). Hence, statement 3 is correct. 

 In total, the landscape has 13 Protected 

Areas, 9 in India and 4 in Nepal, covering 

a total area of 49,500 km2, of which 30,000 

km2 lies in India. 

 The forests are home to three flagship 

species, the Bengal tiger (Panthera tigris), 

the greater one horned rhino (Rhinoceros 

unicornis) and the Asian elephant (Elephas 

maximus). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. With reference to the Pilibhit Tiger Reserve, 

consider the following statements: 

1. It received the TX2 award in 2020 for 

doubling the number of tigers in the past 

four years. 

2. It forms the part of Terai Arc Landscape in 

the upper Gangetic Plain. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Pilibhit Tiger Reserve (Uttar Pradesh) is 

located in Pilibhit and Shahjahanpur 

district of Uttar Pradesh. It was notified as 

Tiger Reserve in 2014. 

 In 2020, it bagged international award TX2 

for doubling up the number of tigers in the 

past four years. Hence, statement 1 is 

correct. 

 It forms the part of Terai Arc Landscape in 

the upper Gangetic Plain. Hence, statement 

2 is correct. 

 The northern edge of the reserve lies along 

the Indo-Nepal border while the southern 

boundary is marked by the river Sharada 

and Khakra. 
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4. Consider the following statements with respect 

to Coalition for Disaster Resilient 

Infrastructure (CDRI): 

1. CDRI was launched at the UN Climate 

Action Summit in 2019. 

2. Its Secretariat is in New Delhi. 

3. The decisions, policies and standards of the 

coalition are binding on the members. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The Coalition for Disaster Resilient 

Infrastructure is a partnership between 

national governments, United Nations 

programmes and agencies, development 

banks, academic institutions and the private 

sector. 

 The objective of the coalition is to address 

challenges related to building resilience 

into infrastructure systems and associated 

developments. 

 The CDRI was launched by Prime Minister 

Modi in September 2019 at the UN Climate 

Action Summit. 

 The CDRI is a partnership between 

national governments and other agencies 

and not based on rights and obligations.  

 It may be noted that the decisions, policies 

and standards of the coalition are not 

binding on the members. 

 Its Secretariat is in New Delhi. The 

Secretariat functions under the direction of 

the international Governing Council and 

implements the programs of CDRI 

 

5. Consider the following statements with respect 

to Mission POSHAN 2.0: 

1. It is an umbrella scheme covering the 

Integrated Child Development Services 

(ICDS), Anganwadi Services, Scheme For 

Adolescent Girls and National Creche 

Scheme. 

2. Under the Mission, Supplementary 

Nutrition Programme and Poshan Abhiyan 

have been merged. 

3. It will also include One-Stop Centre, 

Mahila Police Volunteer, Beti Bachao Beti 

Padhao, Women’s helpline and Pradhan 

Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are 

Incorrect? 

(a) 3 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 only 

(d) None of the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The supplementary nutrition programme 

and the Poshan Abhiyaan under the 

Women and Child Development Ministry 
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have been merged to launch Mission 

Poshan 2.0 to strengthen nutritional 

content, delivery, outreach, and outcome, 

according to the Union Budget 2021-22. 

 POSHAN 2.0 is an umbrella scheme 

covering the Integrated Child Development 

Services (ICDS), Anganwadi Services, 

Scheme For Adolescent Girls and National 

Creche Scheme. 

 It does not include One-Stop Centre, 

Mahila Police Volunteer, Beti Bachao Beti 

Padhao, Women’s helpline and Pradhan 

Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana. These 

come under Mission Shakti. 

 

6. Consider the following statements: 

1. Appropriation Bill is a money bill that 

allows the government to withdraw funds 

from the Consolidated Fund of India to 

meet its expenses during the course of a 

financial year. 

2. The government can withdraw money from 

the Consolidated Fund only after receiving 

approval from Parliament. 

3. The Appropriation bill is introduced in the 

lower house of the parliament after 

discussions on Budget proposals and 

Voting on Demand for Grants. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 All the statements are correct. 

 Appropriation Bill is a money bill that 

allows the government to withdraw funds 

from the Consolidated Fund of India to 

meet its expenses during the course of a 

Financial Year. 

 The government can withdraw money from 

the Consolidated Fund only after receiving 

Approval from Parliament. 

 The Appropriation bill is introduced in the 

lower house of the parliament after 

discussions on Budget proposals and 

Voting on Demand for Grants. 

 The Appropriation Bill is first passed by the 

Lok Sabha and then sent to the Rajya 

Sabha. 

 Since India subscribes to the Westminster 

system of parliamentary democracy, the 

defeat of an Appropriation Bill in a 

parliamentary vote would necessitate 

Resignation of a Government. 

 

7. Consider the following statements regarding 

the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal 

(NCLAT): 

1. It is a quasi-judicial body constituted under 

the Section 410 of the Companies Act, 

2013. 

2. The President, chairperson and Judicial 

Members of the Appellate Tribunal are 
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appointed after consultation with the 

President of India. 

3. It can only hear and dispose appeals against 

any orders passed by the Competition 

Commission of India (CCI). 

Which of the statement(s) given below is/are 

not correct? 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 National Company Law Appellate Tribunal 

(NCLAT) is a quasi-judicial body 

constituted under Section 410 of the 

Companies Act, 2013 for hearing appeals 

against the orders of National Company 

Law Tribunal(s) (NCLT), with effect from 

1st June, 2016. So, statement 1 is correct. 

 The President, chairperson and Judicial 

Members of the Appellate Tribunal are 

appointed after consultation with the Chief 

Justice of India. So, statement 2 is not 

correct. 

 NCLAT is also the Appellate Tribunal for 

hearing appeals against the orders passed 

by NCLT(s) under Section 61 of the 

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 

(IBC). 

 

 

 NCLAT is also the Appellate Tribunal for 

hearing appeals against the orders passed 

by Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of 

India under Section 202 and Section 211 of 

IBC. 

 NCLAT is also the Appellate Tribunal to 

hear and dispose of appeals against any 

direction issued or decision made or order 

passed by the Competition Commission of 

India (CCI). 

 So, statement 3 is not correct. 

 

8. Consider the following statements regarding 

Electoral Bonds scheme: 

1. It is an anonymous bearer banking 

instrument that can be purchased by 

individual or entity incorporated in India 

only. 

2. It can be used for making donations to only 

those registered political parties which 

have secured not less than one per cent of 

the votes polled in the last assembly 

Election. 

3. The information furnished by the buyer is 

treated confidential by the authorized bank- 

State Bank of India 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 
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Explanation: 

• In 2018, the central government notified 

the Electoral Bond Scheme. This scheme 

was announced in the 2017 budget. It is 

touted as an alternative to cash donations 

made to the political parties. It is aimed at 

bringing clean money and substantial 

transparency into the system of political 

funding. The salient features of the scheme 

are: 

• The electoral bond means a bond issued in 

the nature of promissory note which is a 

bearer banking instrument and does not 

carry the name of the buyer or payee. 

Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

• The electoral bonds may be purchased by a 

citizen of India or entities incorporated or 

established in India. Hence, statement 1 is 

correct. 

• The electoral bonds can be used for making 

donations to only those registered political 

parties which have secured not less than 

one per cent of the votes polled in the last 

general election to the Lok Sabha or the 

State legislative Assembly.  

• Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

• The electoral bonds can be encashed by an 

eligible political party only through a bank 

account with the authorized bank. 

• The electoral bonds are issued in the 

denomination of ₹1,000, ₹10,000, 

₹1,00,000, ₹10,00,000 and ₹1,00,00,000. 

• The information furnished by the buyer is 

treated confidential by the authorized bank 

and is not to be disclosed to any authority 

for any purposes, except when demanded 

by a competent court or upon registration 

of criminal case by any law enforcement 

agency. Hence, statement 3 is correct. 

• According to the Association for 

Democratic Reforms, political parties have 

received a total of 12,452 electoral bonds 

worth Rs. 6210.39 crore till January 2020. 

 

9. Consider the following statements regarding 

the North East region: 

1. It has a sub-tropical climate influenced by 

both South-Western and North-Eastern 

monsoon.  

2. North East Council is a statutory body with 

Minister of Development of North-East 

Region (DoNER) as the ex-officio 

chairman of the council. 

3. It is an essential element of India’s Act-

East Policy, BIMSTEC regional grouping 

and SASEC program. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1 and 2 only 

Answer: a) 
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Explanation:  

 Northeast India has a subtropical climate 

that is influenced by its relief and 

influences from the southwest and 

northeast monsoons. The Himalayas to the 

north, the Meghalaya plateau to the south 

and the hills of Nagaland, Mizoram and 

Manipur to the east influences the climate. 

Hence, statement 1 is correct.  

 NEC was established under the North 

Eastern Council Act, 1971as an apex level 

body for securing balanced and 

coordinated development and facilitating 

coordination with the States.  

 Union Home Minister acts as the ex-officio 

Chairman of North Eastern Council (NEC) 

and Minister of State (Independent 

Charge), Ministry of DoNER would serve 

as Vice Chairman of the Council.  

 Hence, statement 2 is Incorrect.  

 Subsequent to the Amendment of 2002, 

NEC has been mandated to function as a 

regional planning body for the North 

Eastern Area and while formulating a 

regional plan for this area.  

 Terming it as "Act East" from "Look East", 

the main objectives of this foreign policy 

was to revive political ties, strengthen 

economic linkages, and forge regional 

security and ensure strategic cooperation 

with the Southeast Asia, for which North 

Eastern region serves as the gateway. 

 Northeast India will play a key role in 

BIMSTEC connectivity master-plan, Bay 

of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral 

Technical & Economic Cooperation 

(BIMSTEC), Secretary-General M. 

Shahidul Islam  

 The South Asia Subregional Economic 

Cooperation (SASEC) Program, set up in 

2001, brings together Bangladesh, Bhutan, 

India, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal and Sri 

Lanka in a project-based partnership to 

promote regional prosperity by improving 

cross-border connectivity, boosting trade 

among member countries, and 

strengthening regional economic 

cooperation with North East as an essential 

element. Hence, statement 3 is correct. 

 

10. Consider the following pairs: 

Species                       IUCN Status 

1. Steppe Eagle        - Vulnerable 

2. Northern White Rhino    - 

Critically Endangered 

3. Amur Falcon                     

- Least concern 

Which of the following pairs is/are correctly 

matched? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: d) 
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Explanation:  

 Steppe eagle is believed to be the second-

largest migratory eagle species to India. 

 In winter, steppe eagle breeds in Russia, 

Kazakhstan, and Mongolia. 

 Conversion of open habitats to aquaculture, 

pesticides and various effluents are a few 

threats to the species. 

 IUCN categorizes it as Endangered in its 

Red list. So, Answer is d. 
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1. In context to Tuberculosis, consider the 

following statements: 

1. It is caused by Bacteria. 

2. It is a vector-borne disease. 

3. It is both a preventable and Curable 

Disease. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c)  

Explanation: 

 Tuberculosis is caused by bacteria 

(Mycobacterium tuberculosis) that most 

often affect the lungs.  

 TB is an air-borne disease which means it 

spread from person to person through the 

air. When people with lung TB cough, 

sneeze or spit, they propel the TB germs 

into the air. 

 TB is both preventable and curable. 

 The bacille Calmette-Guérin (BCG) 

vaccine has existed for 80 years and is one 

of the most widely used of all current 

vaccines to treat TB. 

 Further, it can also be treated with a 

standard 6-month course of antimicrobial 

drugs (For e.g., isoniazid and rifampicin,) that 

are provided with information, supervision 

and support to the patient by a health worker 

or trained volunteer.  

2. consider the following, with regard to 

Anangpal II 

1. He was the ruler of present-day Delhi and 

Haryana in between the 8th-12th centuries. 

2. He was defeated by Ghurid forces in the 

Battle of Tarain. 

3. He founded a city named Dhillika Puri. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Anangpal II, popularly known as Anangpal 

Tomar, belonged to the Tomar dynasty. 

 He was the founder of Dhillika Puri, which 

eventually became Delhi.  

 Evidence about the early history of Delhi is 

inscribed on the iron pillar of Masjid 

Quwaatul Islam, adjacent to Qutub Minar. 

 Multiple inscriptions and coins suggest 

Anangpal Tomar was the ruler of present-

day Delhi and Haryana in between the 8th-

12th centuries.  

 He had built the city from ruins and under 

his supervision, Anang Tal Baoli and Lal 

Kot were constructed. 

 Anangpal Tomar II was succeeded by his 

grandson Prithviraj Chauhan. 
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 Delhi Sultanate was established in 1192 

after Prithviraj Chauhan’s defeat in the 

Battle of Tarain (present-day Haryana) by 

the Ghurid forces. 

 

3. Consider the following, with reference to 

Vehicle Scrapping Policy: 

1. It is formulated by the Ministry of Road 

Transport and Highways. 

2. It envisages reducing air pollution and 

Ensuring Road Safety. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, the Union Road and Transport 

Minister announced the Vehicle Scrapping 

Policy in the Lok Sabha. It was first 

announced in the Union Budget for 2021-

22.  

 The policy envisages reducing the 

population of old and defective vehicles, 

bringing down vehicular air pollutants, 

improving road and vehicular safety. 

 The policy is estimated to cover 51 lakh 

Light Motor Vehicles (LMVs) that are 

above 20 years of age and another 34 lakh 

LMVs above 15 years of age. 

 

4. Consider the following statements with respect 

to Indian Naval Landing Craft Utility L58: 

1. It is the last ship of the Landing Craft 

Utility (LCU) Mark IV Class. 

2. The ship was indigenously designed and 

built. 

3. It would be deployed for surveillance 

operations along the Andaman and Nicobar 

Group of Islands, Bay of Bengal and in the 

Indian Ocean. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are 

Incorrect? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) None of the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 LCU L58 is the eighth and last ship of the 

Landing Craft Utility (LCU) Mark IV 

Class. 

 The ship was indigenously designed and 

built by GRSE, Kolkata. 

 The LCU 58 would be based at Port Blair 

and will be deployed in a variety of roles 

such as Beaching, Search and Rescue, 

Disaster Relief, Coastal Patrol and 

Surveillance operations along the 

Andaman and Nicobar Group of Islands, 

Bay of Bengal and in the Indian Ocean. 
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5. Consider the following statements about the Jal 

Jeevan Mission: 

1. It is envisioned to provide safe and 

adequate drinking water through individual 

household tap connections by 2024 to all 

households in rural India. 

2. It aims to create local infrastructure for 

rainwater harvesting, groundwater 

recharge and management of household 

wastewater for reuse in agriculture. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Jal Jeevan Mission is envisioned to provide 

safe and adequate drinking water through 

individual household tap connections by 

2024 to all households in rural India. 

 The programme will also implement source 

sustainability measures as mandatory 

elements, such as recharge and reuse 

through greywater management, water 

conservation, rainwater harvesting. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Consider the following statements: 

1. Supplementary, additional or excess grants 

are not mentioned in the Constitution of 

India. 

2. Supplementary grants are presented and 

passed by the Parliament before the end of 

the financial year. 

3. The Demand for Excess Grants must be 

presented to the Parliament before the end 

of the Financial Year in which the expenses 

were made. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 only 

(d) 1 and 2 only 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Supplementary, additional or excess grants 

and votes on account, votes of credit and 

exceptional grants are mentioned in the 

Constitution of India. 

 Supplementary grants are presented and 

passed by the Parliament before the end of 

the financial year. 

 The Demand for Excess Grants is made 

after the actual expenditure is incurred and 

is presented to the Parliament after the end 

of the financial year in which the expenses 

were made. 

 

7. Consider the following statements: 

1. Though states could come out with their 

own Bills to some extent to override the 

statutes of passed by the Parliament, none 

of those Bills would be effective unless the 

President accords his consent to such Bills. 
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2. It’s the sole prerogative of the President 

whether to sign the state Bills or not.  

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Both the statements are correct. 

 

8. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Scheme 

of Telangana is a multi-purpose irrigation 

project on the Godavari River in 

Kaleshwaram, Bhupalpally, Telangana. 

2. The project starts at the confluence point of 

Krishna River and Godavari River. 

3. The project will also support Mission 

Kakatiya and Mission Bhagiratha schemes 

designed to provide drinking water to many 

villages and improve the capacities of 

Tanks. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: c) 

 

 

Explanation: 

• The Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Scheme 

of Telangana is a multi-purpose 

irrigation project on the Godavari River 

in Kaleshwaram, Bhupalpally, 

Telangana. So, statement 1 is correct. 

• The project starts at the confluence point 

of Pranahita River and Godavari River. 

So, statement 2 is not correct. 

• The project will also support Mission 

Kakatiya and Mission Bhagiratha 

schemes designed to provide drinking 

water to many villages and improve the 

capacities of tanks. So, statement 3 is 

correct. 

 

9. Consider the following statements regarding 

the 5th Schedule of the Constitution: 

1. The Governor is empowered to declare an 

area to be a scheduled area. 

2. Tribes Advisory Council to be set up with 

3/4th members belonging to Scheduled 

Tribes. 

3. The Governor is empowered to direct that 

any particular act of Parliament or the state 

legislature does not apply to a scheduled 

area. 

4. The Governor can also make regulations 

for the good government of a scheduled 

area. Such regulation can repeal any act of 

parliament. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 
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(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 2 and 4 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 ‘The scheduled areas are treated differently 

from the other areas in the country because 

they are inhabited by ‘aboriginals’ who are 

socially and economically rather backward, 

and special efforts need to be made to 

improve their condition. 

 The president is empowered to declare an 

area to be a scheduled area. He can also 

increase or decrease its area, alter its 

boundary lines, rescind such designation or 

make fresh orders for such redesignation on 

an area in consultation with the governor of 

the state concerned. Hence, statement 1 is 

incorrect. 

 Tribes Advisory Council: Each state 

having scheduled areas has to establish a 

tribes advisory council to advise on welfare 

and advancement of the scheduled tribes. 

  It is to consist of 20 members, three-

fourths of whom are to be the 

representatives of the scheduled tribes in 

the state legislative assembly. A similar 

council can also be established in a state 

having scheduled tribes but not scheduled 

areas therein, if the president so directs. 

Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

 The governor is empowered to direct that 

any particular act of Parliament or the state 

legislature does not apply to a scheduled 

area or apply with specified modifications 

and exceptions. Hence, statement 3 is 

correct. 

 The Governor can also make regulations 

for the peace and good government of a 

scheduled area after consulting the tribes 

advisory council. Also, a regulation may 

repeal or amend any act of Parliament or 

the state legislature, which is applicable to 

a scheduled area. But, all such regulations 

require the assent of the president. Hence, 

statement 4 is correct. 

 

10. Arrange the following Tiger Reserves of 

Assam from east to west: 

1. Manas Tiger Reserve 

2. Orang Tiger Reserve 

3. Namas Tiger Reserve 

4. Kaziranga Tiger Reserve 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1-2-3-4 

(b) 2-3-4-1 

(c) 3-4-1-2 

(d) 4-3-2-1 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The correct sequence from east to west is 

4-3-2-1. 
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1. Consider the following statements, with regard 

to Ranthambhore Tiger Sanctuary: 

1. It lies at the junction of Satpura and 

Vindhya ranges. 

2. Kailadevi sanctuary is a part of 

Ranthambhore Tiger Sanctuary. 

3. Chambal river and its tributary Banas drain 

the Ranthambhore National Park. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Ranthambore Tiger Reserve lies in the 

eastern part of Rajasthan state in Karauli 

and Sawai Madhopur districts, at the 

junction of the Aravali and Vindhya hill 

ranges. It comprises the Ranthambore 

National Park as well as Sawai Mansingh 

and Kailadevi Sanctuaries.  

 This isolated area with tigers in it 

represents the north-western limit of the 

Bengal tiger’s distribution range and is an 

outstanding example of Project Tiger’s 

efforts for conservation in the country. 

 The Chambal River forms a natural 

boundary of the Ranthambore national park 

towards the east 

 To the northeast of the Ranthambhore 

national park, flows the river Banas, a 

tributary of Chambal.  

 

2. In context to World Happiness Report 2021, 

consider the following: 

1. It ranks countries on the basis of GDP, 

Social Support and Generosity. 

2. Norway was the first country to emphasise 

the importance of National Happiness over 

National Income. 

3. Finland has been ranked as the happiest 

country for Consecutively Four Years. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, the Sustainable Development 

Solutions Network for the United Nations 

has released the World Happiness Report 

2021. 

 The United Nations started to celebrate the 

International Day of Happiness in 2013 but 

a resolution for the same was passed in 

July, 2012. 

 This resolution was first initiated by 

Bhutan which emphasised on the  

 importance of national happiness over 

national income since the early 1970s, 
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thereby adopting the Gross National 

Happiness (GNH) over Gross National 

Product (GNP).  

 Gross National Happiness: The phrase 

‘gross national happiness’ was first coined 

by the 4th King of Bhutan, King Jigme 

Singye Wangchuck, in 1972. 

 The rankings are based on polling which 

looks at six variables: 

 Gross Domestic Product (GDP) Per Capita 

(Purchasing Power Parity). 

 Social Support. 

 Healthy life expectancy at birth. 

 Freedom to make life choices. 

 Generosity. 

 Perceptions of corruption. 

 Finland has been ranked as the happiest 

country in the world for the fourth 

consecutive year, followed by Iceland, 

Denmark and Switzerland.  

 Afghanistan (149) is the most unhappy 

country, followed by Zimbabwe (148), 

Rwanda (147), Botswana (146) and 

Lesotho (145). 

 India has been ranked 139, out of 149 

countries evaluated. 

 

3. Consider the following statements, with regard 

to Open Market Operations (OMOs): 

1. It is a buying and selling of bonds issued by 

the Government in the open market. 

2. It is the one of the qualitative tools used by 

RBI to minimise the impact of liquidity 

condition on the interest rate and inflation 

rate levels. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Open Market Operations refers to buying 

and selling of bonds issued by the 

Government in the open market.  

 OMO is one of the quantitative tools that 

RBI uses to smoothen the liquidity 

conditions through the year and minimise 

its impact on the interest rate and inflation 

rate levels. 

 Quantitative tools control the extent of 

money supply by changing the Cash 

Reserve Ratio (CRR), or bank rate or open 

market operations. 

 Qualitative tools include persuasion by the 

Central bank in order to make commercial 

banks discourage or encourage lending 

which is done through Moral Suasion, 

Margin Requirement, etc. 

 

4. Consider the following, With reference to the 

Supplementary Grant: 

1. The provision for supplementary grant is 

provided in Article 116 of the Indian 

Constitution. 
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2. The supplementary grant is regulated by 

the same procedure which is applicable in 

the case of a Regular Budget. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Supplementary Grant is granted when the 

amount authorised by the Parliament 

through the appropriation act for a 

particular service for the current financial 

year is found to be insufficient for that year. 

 Article 115 pertains to supplementary, 

additional or excess grants. 

 Article 116 of the Constitution pertains to 

Votes on account, votes of credit and 

exceptional grants. Hence, statement 1 is 

not correct. Supplementary, additional, 

excess and exceptional grants and vote of 

credit are regulated by the same procedure 

which is applicable in the case of a regular 

budget. Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

 

5. The ‘Justice K T Thomas Committee’, 

sometimes seen in the news is related to? 

(a) Prevention of organised transnationsal 

crime. 

(b) Prevention of damage to public property. 

(c) Protection of fragile ecosystems in 

western ghats. 

(d) Pollution control measures in the national 

capital region. 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 India has no central legislation governing 

recovery of damages. At present, action 

against rioters is limited to the toothless 

Prevention of Damage to Public Property 

Act, 1984, which prescribes a jail term and 

fine for convicts but has no provision for 

recovery for damages. 

 Despite a law against the destruction of 

property, incidents of rioting, vandalism, 

and arson have been common during 

protests across the country. 

 In 2007, the Supreme Court (SC) took suo 

motu cognizance of the issue and set up two 

Committees headed by Justice K T Thomas 

and senior advocate Fali Nariman to 

suggest changes to the law. 

 The Thomas Committee recommended 

reversing the burden of proof against 

protesters. The court should have the power 

to draw a presumption that the accused is 

  guilty of destroying public property, and it 

would then be open to the accused to rebut 

such presumption.  

 Such a reversal of the burden of proof is 

applicable in cases of sexual violence, 

among others. 
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 Generally, the law presumes that the 

accused is innocent until the prosecution 

proves its case. 

 

6. The Asola-Bhati wildlife sanctuary is located 

on the border of which of the following? 

(a) Delhi and Haryana 

(b) Haryana and Punjab 

(c) Uttar Pradesh and Bihar 

(d) Bihar and West Bengal 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Asola-Bhati Wildlife Sanctuary on the 

Southern Delhi Ridge of Aravalli hill range 

on Delhi-Haryana border lies in Southern 

Delhi as well as northern parts of Faridabad 

and Gurugram districts of Haryana state. 

 

7. Which of the following of NASA’s mission is 

aiming to study the interior structure of planet 

mars? 

(a) Insights Mission 

(b) MAVEN 

(c) Phoenix 

(d) Perseverance 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 InSight (Interior Exploration using Seismic 

Investigations, Geodesy and Heat 

Transport) is a NASA Discovery Program 

mission that will place a single geophysical 

lander on Mars to study its Deep Interior. 

 

 

8. Which of the following statement/s is/are 

correct with respect to the ‘Ease of Doing  

Business’ reforms?? 

1. It is stipulated by the Department of 

Expenditure, Finance ministry. 

2. States completing the reforms are Eligible 

for Additional Borrowing of 0.25% of 

Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP). 

Options: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The Finance ministry has recently stated 

that as many as 20 States having 

successfully completed ease of doing 

business reforms. Recently, five more 

States namely, Arunachal Pradesh, 

Chhattisgarh, Goa, Meghalaya and Tripura 

have completed the ‘Ease of Doing 

Business’ reforms stipulated by the 

Department of Expenditure. 

 The ease of doing business is an important 

indicator of the investment friendly 

business climate in the country. 

Improvements in the ease of doing business 

will enable faster future growth of the state 

Economy. 

 States completing the reforms are eligible 

for additional borrowing of 0.25% of Gross 
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State Domestic Product (GSDP) through 

Open Market Borrowings. 

 

9. Which of the following statement/s is/are 

correct with respect to Galathea National park? 

1. It is located in the Union Territory of 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands, India. 

2. It is located on the island of Great Nicobar. 

3. It is home to Nicobarese megapode and 

pigeon. 

Options: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1,2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Galathea National Park is a National Park 

located in the Union Territory of Andaman 

and Nicobar Islands, India. It is located on 

the island of Great Nicobar in the Nicobar 

Islands, which lie in the eastern Indian 

Ocean (Bay of Bengal). 

 The total area of this park is some 110 

square kilometers, and it was gazetted as a 

National Park of India in 1992. Galathea 

forms part of what has been designated as 

the Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve, 

which also includes the larger Campbell 

Bay National Park, separated from 

Galathea by a 12-km forest buffer zone. 

 Many unique and rare species of plants and 

animals are found in the park, a number of 

which are endemic to the islands including 

the Nicobarese Megapode and the Nicobar 

Pigeon. 

 

10. Consider the following statements with respect 

to Comprehensive National Nutrition Survey 

(CNNS): 

1. It is led by the Union Health Ministry, in 

collaboration with UNICEF. 

2. CNNS encompasses overall health 

Indicators in Addition to Nutrition Data. 

3. The first CNNS was conducted between 

2016-18. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 3 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The first-ever Comprehensive National 

Nutrition Survey (CNNS) was 

commissioned by the government in 2016 

and was conducted from 2016-18, led by 

the Union Health Ministry, in collaboration 

with UNICEF. The findings were 

Published in 2019. 

 CNNS includes only nutrition data, 

whereas the National Family Health 

Survey (NFHS) encompasses overall 

Health Indicators. 
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1. Which of the following are in the UNESCO 

List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of 

Humanity? 

1. Ramlila  

2. Kumbh Mela 

3. Traditional Vedic Chanting 

4. Kalbelia Song and Dance 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All the above  

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural 

Heritage of Humanity is a coveted list made 

up of those intangible heritage elements 

that help demonstrate diversity of cultural 

heritage and raise awareness about its 

importance. 

 The list was established in 2008 when the 

Convention for Safeguarding of the 

Intangible Cultural Heritage came into 

effect. 

 From India the Intangible Cultural 

Heritages added into this list include: 

 Tradition of Vedic chanting 

 Ramlila, the traditional performance of the 

Ramayana 

 Kutiyattam, Sanskrit theatre 

 

 Ramman, religious festival and ritual 

theatre of the Garhwal Himalayas. 

 Mudiyettu, ritual theatre and dance drama 

of Kerala 

 Kalbelia folk songs and dances of 

Rajasthan 

 Chhau dance 

 Buddhist chanting of Ladakh: recitation of 

sacred Buddhist texts in the trans-

Himalayan Ladakh region, Jammu and 

Kashmir. 

 Sankirtana, ritual singing, drumming and 

dancing of Manipur 

 Traditional brass and copper craft of utensil 

making among the Thatheras of Jandiala 

Guru, Punjab 

 Yoga 

 Nawruz 

 Kumbh Mela 

 The Jallikattu is a popular bull taming sport 

held in Pongal in Tamil Nadu. It is not 

included under UNESCO List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage of Humanity.  
 

 

 

 

2. Consider the following statements, with regard 

to Gram UJALA Programme: 

1. It is a scheme that offers cheap LED bulbs 

in rural areas. 

2. It will be financed entirely through subsidy 

from the Ministry of Power. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 
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(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, the Government has launched the 

Gram UJALA Programme - an ambitious 

scheme offering the world’s cheapest LED 

bulbs in rural areas at a mere Rs. 10.  

 In its first phase launched from Arrah in 

Bihar, 15 million LED bulbs will be 

distributed across villages of 5 districts - 

Aarah (Bihar), Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh), 

Vijayawada (Andhra Pradesh), Nagpur 

(Maharashtra), and villages in western 

Gujarat. 

 The light-emitting diode (LED) is one of 

today's most energy-efficient and rapidly-

developing lighting technologies. 

 The programme will be financed entirely 

through carbon credits and will be the first 

such programme in India.  

 The revenue earned from carbon credits 

will contribute Rs. 60 per LED bulb piece, 

with the balance Rs. 10 to be paid by the 

rural consumer. 

 

3. In context to Diphtheria, consider the 

following statements: 

1. It is caused by Virus. 

2. The number of diphtheria cases reported 

Globally has been Increasing Gradually. 

3. India remains an outlier for witnessing a 

Gradual decline in the Last one decade. 

Which of the statements given above are 

Incorrect? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Diphtheria is primarily caused by the 

bacterium Corynebacterium diphtheriae 

and not Virus. Hence, statement 1 is not 

correct. 

 A recent study has found that Diphtheria, 

which is a relatively easily-preventable 

infection, could become a major global 

threat.  

 The number of diphtheria cases reported 

Globally has been increasing gradually. 

 In 2018, there were 16,651 reported cases, 

more than double the yearly average for 

1996-2017 (8,105 cases). Hence, statement 

2 is correct. 

 According to the World Health 

Organization (WHO), India reported 2,365 

cases in 2015. However, in 2016, 2017 and 

2018, the numbers rose successively to 

3,380, 5,293 and 8,788. As per the WHO,  

 India accounted for 60% of all diphtheria 

Cases Globally in 2017. 
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4. Consider the following statements with respect 

to Whitsun Reef: 

1. It is a reef in the Spratly Islands of the 

South China Sea. 

2. It is a V-shaped reef. 

3. It is a part of the ongoing maritime dispute 

between China and the Philippines. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 only 

(d) 3 only 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Whitsun Reef is a reef in the Spratly Islands 

of the South China Sea. It is a V-shaped 

Reef. 

 It is a part of the ongoing maritime dispute 

between China and the Philippines. 

 

5. Muria tribe belongs to which state? 

(a) Mizoram 

(b) Assam 

(c) Chhattisgarh 

(d) West Bengal 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The Muria are scheduled tribes of the 

Bastar district of Chhattisgarh. 

 

 

 

 

6. Lachit Borphukan is associated with which of 

the following? 

(a) Battle of Itakhuli 

(b) Battle of Saraighat 

(c) Battle of Khongjom 

(d) Gorkha War 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Lachit Borphukan was a commander in the 

Ahom dynasty, located in present-day 

Assam. 

 He showed exemplary leadership in the 

Battle of Saraighat (1671). 

 The Battle of Saraighat was a naval battle 

fought between the Mughal Empire and the 

Ahom Kingdom. 

 

7. Consider the following statements: 

1. The National Water Development Agency 

is responsible for the formulation of 

proposals of the linking of rivers. 

2. NWDA was tasked to prepare feasibility 

reports and give concrete shape to 

Peninsular Rivers Development 

Component of National Perspective. 

3. The task of Himalayan Rivers 

Development Component of National 

Perspectives is done by the National 

Interlinking of Rivers Authority (NIRA). 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 
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(c) 3 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The National Water Development 

Agency (NWDA) is responsible for the 

formulation of proposals of the linking of 

rivers. So, statement 1 is correct. 

 NWDA is the agency of the Union Ministry 

of Water Resources. It was set up in July, 

1982 as autonomous society under the 

Societies Registration Act, 1860. 

 It was established to carry out the water 

balance and other studies on a scientific and 

realistic basis for optimum utilisation of 

Water Resources of the peninsular rivers 

system. 

 Besides it was tasked to prepare feasibility 

reports and give concrete shape to 

Peninsular Rivers Development 

Component of National Perspective. So, 

statement 2 is correct. 

 In 1990, it was also entrusted with the task 

of Himalayan Rivers Development 

Component of National Perspectives. 

 

 Recently, the functions of NWDA have 

been further modified and the work of 

preparation of detailed Project Reports 

(DPR) of various link proposals and Pre-

feasibility Reports. 

 It has been also entrusted to prepare 

feasibility reports of intra-State links as 

proposed by the States. 

 The Central government is just working on 

the establishment of an exclusive body 

named National Interlinking of Rivers 

Authority (NIRA) to implement projects 

for linking rivers. So, statement 3 is not 

correct. 

 

8. River Ken flows through which of the 

following Tiger Reserve? 

(a) Panna 

(b) Pench 

(c) Periyar 

(d) Todoba Andheri 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The Ken-Betwa Link Project (KBLP) is the 

River interlinking project that aims to 

transfer surplus water from the Ken river in 

MP to Betwa in UP to irrigate the drought-

prone Bundelkhand region spread across 

the districts of two states mainly Jhansi, 

Banda, Lalitpur and Mahoba districts of UP 

and Tikamgarh, Panna and Chhatarpur 

districts of MP. 

 Ken-Betwa is one of the 30 rivers inter 

linking projects conceived across the 

country. 

 Ken and Betwa rivers originate in MP and 

are the tributaries of Yamuna. 
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 Ken meets with Yamuna in Banda district 

of UP and with Betwa in Hamirpur district 

of UP. 

 Rajghat, Paricha and Matatila dams are 

over Betwa river. 

 Ken River passes through Panna tiger 

reserve. 

 

9. In India, which of the following review the 

Independent Regulators in sectors like 

Telecommunications, insurance, electricity, 

etc.? 

1. Ad Hoc Committees set up by the 

Parliament 

2. Parliamentary Department Related 

Standing Committees 

3. Finance Commission 

4. Financial Sector Legislative Reforms 

Commission 

5. NITI Aayog 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below. 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 1, 3 and 4 

(c) 3, 4 and 5 

(d) 2 and 5 

Answer: a) 

Explanation:  

 Finance Commission, FSLRC and NITI 

Aayog don’t review the independent 

regulators in the field of insurance, 

telecommunications, insurance, electricity, 

etc. 

10. Consider the following statements regarding 

the Lokpal: 

1. The Prime Minister has been brought under 

the jurisdiction of Lokpal 

2. It enhances maximum punishment under 

Prevention of Corruption Act from 10 years 

to 14 years. 

3. All entities receiving donations from 

foreign source in excess of ₹20 lakhs per 

year are brought under the jurisdiction of 

Lokpal. 

4. The Lokpal act provides for selection of 

Director of CBI based on a high-powered 

committee. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

(c) 2 and 4 only 

(d) 1 and 4 only 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The salient features of the Lokpal and 

Lokayuktas Act (2013) are as follows: 

 It seeks to establish the institution of the 

Lokpal at the Centre and the Lokayukta at 

the level of the State 

 The jurisdiction of Lokpal includes the 

Prime Minister, Ministers, Members of 

Parliament and Groups A, B, C and D 

officers and officials of the Central 

Government. Hence, statement 1 is correct. 
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 The Lokpal to consist of a Chairperson with 

a maximum of 8 members of which 50% 

shall be judicial members. 

 50% of the members of the Lokpal shall 

come from amongst the SCs, the STs, the 

OBCs, minorities and women. 

 The selection of the Chairperson and the 

members of Lokpal shall be through a 

Selection Committee consisting of the 

Prime Minister, the Speaker of the Lok 

Sabha, the Leader of the Opposition in the 

Lok Sabha, the Chief Justice of India or a 

sitting Supreme Court Judge nominated by 

the Chief Justice of India and an eminent 

jurist to be nominated by the President of 

India on the basis of recommendations of 

the first four members of the selection 

committee. 

 The Lokpal will have the power of 

superintendence and direction over any 

investigating agency, including the CBI, 

for cases referred to them by the Lokpal. 

 A High-Powered Committee chaired by the 

Prime Minister will recommend the 

selection of the Director of CBI. Hence, 

statement 4 is correct. 

 It enhances maximum punishment under 

the Prevention of Corruption Act from 

seven years to ten years. The minimum 

punishment under sections 7, 8, 9 and 12 of 

the Prevention of Corruption Act will now 

be three years, and the minimum 

  punishment under section 15 (punishment 

for attempt) will now be two years. Hence, 

statement 2 is incorrect. 

 All entities receiving donations from 

foreign source in the context of the Foreign 

Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) in 

excess of ₹10 lakhs per year are brought 

under the jurisdiction of Lokpal. Hence, 

statement 3 is incorrect. 
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1. Consider the following statements with respect 

to Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 

1991: 

1. The Act freezes the status of places of 

worship as it was on January 01, 1991. 

2. The Act does not apply to Ram Janma 

Bhumi-Babri Masjid situated in Ayodhya 

in the State of Uttar Pradesh. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The law was passed in 1991 by the P V 

Narasimha Rao-led government, the law 

seeks to maintain the “religious character” 

of places of worship as it was in 1947. 

 The Act freezes the status of places of 

worship as it was on August 15, 1947. 

 Nothing contained in this Act shall apply to 

the place or place of worship commonly 

known as Ram Janma Bhumi-Babri Masjid 

situated in Ayodhya in the State of Uttar 

Pradesh and to any suit, appeal or other 

proceeding relating to the said place or 

place of worship. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Consider the following statements: 

1. Display of National Flag is governed by the 

provisions of Emblems and Names 

(Prevention of Improper Use) Act, 1950 

and Prevention of Insults to National 

Honour Act, 1971. 

2. The Flag Code of India serves as a single 

reference point about how to properly hoist 

flag of India with due honour. 

3. Flag Code of India is an act of parliament. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) None of the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The display of National Flag is governed by 

the provisions of two acts viz. Emblems 

and Names (Prevention of Improper Use) 

Act, 1950 and Prevention of Insults to 

National Honour Act, 1971. 

 Further, the government issues non-

statutory instructions from time to time. 

 The Flag Code of India serves as a single 

reference point about how to properly hoist 

flag of India with due honour. 

 The Flag Code of India itself is not an act 

of parliament. It is a set of laws, practices 

and conventions that apply to the display of 

the national flag of India. 
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3. Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) is a 

permanent organ of which of the following 

groupings? 

(a) Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

(ASEAN) 

(b) Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 

(c) South Asian Association for Regional 

Cooperation (SAARC) 

(d) BRICS 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure 

(RATS), headquartered in Tashkent, 

Uzbekistan, is a permanent organ of the 

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 

which serves to promote cooperation of 

member states against the three evils of 

terrorism, separatism and extremism. 

 

4. Consider the following, with regard The Ken 

Betwa Link Project: 

1. It aims to transfer surplus water from 

Betwa river in UP to Ken river in MP. 

2. The Ken and Betwa rivers are the 

tributaries of River Yamuna. 

Which of the statements given above is/are not 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

 

Explanation: 

 Ken and Betwa rivers originate in MP and 

are the tributaries of Yamuna. 

 Ken meets with Yamuna in Banda district 

of UP and with Betwa in Hamirpur district 

of UP. 

 Recently, the Chief Ministers of Madhya 

Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh signed a 

memorandum of agreement to implement 

the Ken Betwa Link Project (KBLP), the 

first project of the National Perspective 

Plan for Interlinking of Rivers. 

 The Ken-Betwa Link Project (KBLP) is the 

river interlinking project that aims to 

transfer surplus water from the Ken river in 

MP to Betwa in UP to irrigate the drought-

prone Bundelkhand region. Hence, 

statement 2 is Not Correct. 

 The project involves building a 77-metre 

tall and a 2-km wide Dhaudhan dam and a 

230-km Canal. 
 

5. Consider the following, with reference to the 

Bhagat Singh: 

1. He was a member of the Hindustan 

Republican Association (HRA). 

2. He started a militant youth organisation 

named Naujawan Bharat Sabha. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 
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(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Bhagat Singh belonged to a generation that 

was to intervene between two decisive 

phases of the Indian national movement - 

the phase of the 'Extremism' of Lal-Bal-Pal 

and the Gandhian phase of nonviolent mass 

action. 

 In 1924 in Kanpur, he became a member of 

the Hindustan Republican Association, 

started by Sachindranath Sanyal a year 

earlier. The main organiser of the 

Association was Chandra Shekhar Azad 

and Bhagat Singh became very close to 

him.  

 In 1925, Bhagat Singh returned to Lahore 

and within the next year he and his 

colleagues started a militant youth 

organisation called the Naujawan Bharat 

Sabha. 

 In 1928, Bhagat Singh changed the name of 

Hindustan Republican Association to 

Hindustan Socialist Republic Association 

(HSRA). In 1930, when Azad was shot, the 

HSRA collapsed. Naujawan Bharat Sabha 

replaced HSRA in Punjab. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Consider the following statements, with regard 

to Sheikh Mujibur Rahman: 

1. He served as the first Prime Minister as 

well as President of Bangladesh. 

2. He played a crucial role in advocating 

political autonomy for East Pakistan. 

3. He has been chosen for Gandhi Peace Prize 

2020. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only  

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was a Bengali 

leader who became the first prime minister 

of Bangladesh (1972–75) and later became 

the president of the same in 1975. 

 He was known as Bangabandhu. Also 

regarded as "Jatir Janak" or "Jatir Pita" 

(both meaning "Father of the Nation") of 

Bangladesh. 

 He began his formal political career in 1949 

as a co-founder of the Awami League. 

 He played a crucial role in advocating 

political autonomy for East Pakistan, the 

detached eastern part of Pakistan (now 

Bangladesh).  
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 He was chosen for Gandhi Peace Prize 

2020 in recognition of his outstanding 

contributions towards social, economic and 

political transformation through non-

violent and other Gandhian methods.  

 

7. Consider the following statements regarding 

the National Population Register (NPR): 

1. The NPR database would contain 

demographic as well as biometric details. 

2. It is not mandatory for every usual resident 

of India to register in the NPR. 

3. As per the provisions of the NPR, a resident 

identity card will be issued to individuals 

over the age of 18. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 It is a Register of usual residents of the 

country. It is being prepared at the local 

(Village/sub-Town), sub-District, District, 

State and National level under provisions 

of the Citizenship Act 1955 and the 

Citizenship (Registration of Citizens and 

issue of National Identity Cards) Rules, 

2003. 

• It is mandatory for every usual resident of 

India to register in the NPR. So, statement 

2 is not correct. 

• A usual resident is defined for the purposes 

of NPR as a person who has resided in a 

local area for the past 6 months or more or 

a person who intends to reside in that area 

for the next 6 months or more. 

• To create a comprehensive identity 

database of every usual resident in the 

country. 

• The NPR database would contain 

demographic as well as biometric details. 

So, statement 1 is correct. 

• As per the provisions of the NPR, a resident 

identity card (RIC) will be issued to 

individuals over the age of 18. So, 

statement 3 is correct. 

• This will be a chip-embedded smart card 

containing the demographic and biometric 

attributes of each individual. 

• The UID number will also be printed on the 

card. 

 

8. Resolution 30/1, sometimes seen in news is 

related to the affairs of which country? 

(a) China 

(b) Azerbaijan 

(c) Sri Lanka 

(d) Canada 

Answer: c) 
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Explanation: 

 sResolution 30/1 wanted Sri Lanka to 

establish a credible judicial process, with 

the participation of Commonwealth and 

other foreign judges, defence lawyers and 

authorised prosecutors and investigators, to 

go into the alleged rights abuses. 

 Sri Lanka has already said that Resolution 

30/1 was against the country. The 

Resolution carried a host of commitments 

that were not deliverable and were not in 

conformity with the Constitution of Sri 

Lanka. 

 It asked the High Commissioner’s office to 

monitor progress on national reconciliation 

and accountability mechanisms, and come 

up with updates with a full report in 

September 2022. 

 

9. Consider the following statements with respect 

to Glacial Lake Outburst Flood (GLOF): 

1. It is a release of meltwater from a moraine- 

or ice-dam glacial lake due to dam failure. 

2. Failure can happen due to erosion, a build-

up of water pressure and an avalanche of 

rock or heavy snow. 

3. Global warming can increase the intensity 

and Frequency of GLOF. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 A GLOF is a type of outburst flood that 

occurs when the dam containing a glacial 

lake fails. 

 An event similar to a GLOF, where a body 

of water contained by a glacier melts or 

overflows the glacier, is called a 

Jokulhlaup. 

 The dam can consist of glacier ice or a 

terminal moraine. 

 Failure can happen due to erosion, a 

buildup of water pressure, an avalanche of 

rock or heavy snow, an earthquake, 

volcanic eruptions under the ice, or glacier 

collapses into it. 

 

10. Which of the following species is/are found in 

Ganga river? 

1. Gangetic dolphin 

2. Otters 

3. Indian Skimmer 

4. Golden mahseer fish 

5. Seibold 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(b) 2, 3 and 5 only 

(c) 1 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

Answer: d) 
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Explanation: 

 Survey of Ganga River was initiated by 

Wildlife Institute of India (WII) on behalf 

of the National Mission for Clean Ganga. 

 This is the first study ever done in the 

country on the entire river, and the first also 

of all its biodiversity. 

 Increased biodiversity sightings, including 

of the Gangetic Dolphin and Otters, golden 

mahseer fish indicates reduced pollution 

levels and a healthier state of the river. 

 Many species that used to be found in the 

main stem and had disappeared, are now 

coming back, few such sightings are as 

follows 

 Nesting colonies of the Indian Skimmer 

Found. 

 Seibold ‘s, a species of water snake, 

disappeared 80 years ago and has now 

Resurfaced. 

 New distributions of the puffer fish 

Found. 
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1. Consider the following statements, with regard 

to great One-Horned Rhino: 

1. Out of all the rhino species, only the 

Greater One-Horned rhino is found in 

India. 

2. The rhinos are mainly found in Assam, 

West Bengal and Uttar Pradesh. 

3. The Greater One-Horned rhino is listed as 

vulnerable in the IUCN Red List. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The Greater One-Horned Rhino is one 

among the five different species of Rhino. 

The other four are Black Rhino, White 

Rhino, Javan Rhino and Sumatran Rhino 

 There are three species of rhino in Asia — 

Greater one-horned (Rhinoceros 

unicornis), Javan and Sumatran. 

 Only the Great One-Horned Rhino is found 

in India. 

 The greater one-horned rhino (or “Indian 

rhino”) is the largest of the rhino species. 

 The species is restricted to small habitats in 

Indo-Nepal terai and northern West Bengal 

and Assam. 

 In India, rhinos are mainly found in Assam, 

West Bengal and Uttar Pradesh. Hence, 

statement 2 is correct. 

 It is listed as Vulnerable in the IUCN Red 

List.  

 Listed in the Appendix I of the CITES and 

in the Schedule I of the Wildlife Protection 

Act, 1972. 

 

2. In context to the Indus Water Treaty, 1960, 

Consider the Following Statements: 

1. The treaty was brokered by the United 

Nations in 1960. 

2. India, Pakistan and China have signed this 

treaty to share the water of river Indus. 

3. India has been given the right to generate 

hydroelectricity from Sutlej, Beas and Ravi 

Rivers. 

Which of the statements given above are 

Incorrect? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The Indus Water Treaty, 1960 is a treaty 

brokered by the World Bank and signed by 

then Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and 

Pakistan’s President Ayub Khan which 

administers how the waters of the Indus and 

its tributaries that flow in both the countries 
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will be utilised. Hence, statement 1 is not 

correct. 

 According to the treaty, waters of the 

eastern rivers — Sutlej, Beas and Ravi had 

been allocated to India, while the western 

rivers — the Indus, Jhelum and Chenab to 

Pakistan. 

 Under the treaty, India has been given the 

right to generate hydroelectricity through a 

run of the river projects on the western 

rivers subject to specific criteria for design 

and operation. 

 India has cleared several hydropower 

projects in Ladakh: Darbuk Shyok (19 

MW), Shankoo (18.5 MW), Nimu Chilling 

(24 MW), Rongdo (12 MW), Ratan Nag 

(10.5 MW) for Leh; and Mangdum Sangra 

(19 MW), Kargil Hunderman (25 MW) and 

Tamasha (12 MW) for Kargil. 

 It also gives Pakistan the right to raise 

concerns on the design of Indian 

hydroelectric projects on western rivers. 

 The Treaty also provides an arbitration 

mechanism to solve disputes amicably. 

 There have been disagreements and 

differences between India and Pakistan 

over dams. For eg. In 2010, Pakistan 

instituted international arbitration 

proceedings over India’s 330-megawatt 

hydropower project on a small Indus 

tributary, the Kishenganga (known as 

Neelum in Pakistan). 

 Though Indus originates from Tibet, China 

has been kept out of the Treaty. If China 

decides to stop or change the flow of the 

river, it will affect both India and Pakistan.  

 

3. Consider the following: 

1. Schedule Banks are collectively referred to 

as Market Infrastructure Institutions 

(MIIs). 

2. The stock exchange in India serves as a 

market where financial instruments are 

Traded. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Stock exchanges, depositories and clearing 

corporations are collectively referred to as 

securities Market Infrastructure Institutions 

(MIIs).  

 According to the Bimal Jalan Committee 

(2010), these institutions are systemically 

important for the country’s financial 

development and serve as the infrastructure 

necessary for the securities market. 

 The stock exchange in India serves as a 

market where financial instruments like 

stocks, bonds and commodities are traded.  
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4. Consider the following statements with respect 

to Project Mausam: 

1. The project aims to explore the multi-

faceted Indian Ocean world. 

2. It aims to rebuild maritime and economic 

connections with the 39 countries 

bordering the Indian Ocean. 

3. The project is an initiative of the Ministry 

of Earth Sciences. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Project Mausam is a Cultural and 

Economic project by the Indian Ministry of 

Culture and Archaeological Survey of 

India (ASI) with the Indira Gandhi 

National Centre for the Arts which aims to 

connect countries on the Indian Ocean. 

 This project aims to explore the multi-

faceted Indian Ocean ‘world’ – collating 

archaeological and historical research in 

order to document the diversity of cultural, 

commercial and religious interactions in 

the Indian Ocean. 

 

 

 

 

 

5. SAANS and the SUMAN initiative have been 

launched under which of the following? 

(a) National Health Mission (NHM) 

(b) National Nutrition Mission (NNM) 

(c) Ayushman Bharat Abhiyan 

(d) Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana 

(PMFBY) 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The New Initiatives under NHM that were 

Introduced in 2019-20 are: 

 SAANS Initiative: Social Awareness and 

Actions to Neutralize Pneumonia 

Successfully (SAANS) initiative was 

launched to accelerate action to reduce 

deaths due to childhood pneumonia. 

 SUMAN Initiative: Surakshit Matritva 

Aashwasan (SUMAN) initiative was 

launched to provide assured, dignified, 

respectful and quality healthcare at no cost 

and zero tolerance for denial of services; 

and all existing schemes for maternal and 

neonatal health have been brought under 

one umbrella. 

 

6. Which of the following treatises on music are 

correctly matched with their authors? 

Treatise         Author 

1. Brihaddesi        -    Matanga 

2. Sangeeta Ratnakara     -    Purandhara Dasa 

3. Sangeet Sudhakara      -    Haripala 

4. Swaramelakalanidhi    -     Bharata 
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(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 In Haripala’s “Sangeeta Sudhakara”, 

written in the 14th century A.D., the terms 

Carnatic and Hindustani are found for the 

first time. 

Treatise               Author 

 Brihaddesi                -             Matanga 

 Sangeeta Ratnakara  -     Sharangadeva 

 Sangeet Sudhakara   -        Haripala 

 Swaramelakalanidhi -    Ramamatya 

 

7. Consider the Following statements: 

1. Under the Indus Water Treaty, India has 

control over water flowing in the eastern 

rivers– Beas, Ravi and Sutlej. 

2. The deal was brokered by the World Bank 

after nine years of negotiation. 

3. Of the total 168 million acre-feet, India’s 

share of water from the three allotted rivers 

is 33 million acre-feet, which constitutes 

nearly 20 per cent. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The sharing of water of the six rivers– 

Indus, Chenab, Jhelum, Beas, Ravi and 

Sutlej– between India and Pakistan is 

governed by a treaty the two countries 

signed in 1960. The deal was brokered by 

the World Bank after nine years of 

negotiation. 

 Under the treaty, India has control over 

water flowing in the eastern rivers– Beas, 

Ravi and Sutlej. Pakistan has control over 

the western rivers– Indus, Chenab and 

Jhelum. 

 As per the treaty, the water commissioners 

of Pakistan and India are required to meet 

twice a year and arrange technical visits to 

projects’ sites and critical river head works. 

Both the sides share details of the water 

flow and the quantum of water being used 

under the treaty. 

 The treaty sets out a mechanism for 

cooperation and information exchange 

between the two countries regarding their 

use of the rivers. 

 Of the total 168 million acre-feet, India’s 

share of water from the three allotted rivers 

is 33 million acre-feet, which constitutes 

nearly 20 per cent. India uses nearly 93-94 

per cent of its share under the Indus Waters 

Treaty.  

 The rest of the water remains unutilised and 

goes to Pakistan. 
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8. Consider the following statements: 

1. It is situated on the foothills of Zabarwan 

Range with an overview of Dal Lake. 

2. It is also the Asia’s largest tulip garden. 

3. The garden was opened in 2007 with the 

aim to Boost Floriculture and Tourism. 

The above statements are related to which of 

the following places? 

(a) Lal Bagh 

(b) Mughal Garden 

(c) Rock Garden 

(d) Indira Gandhi Memorial Garden 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Asia’s largest tulip garden in Srinagar gets 

high tech cold storage facility. 

 Indira Gandhi Memorial Tulip garden, 

previously Model Floriculture Centre, is a 

tulip garden in Srinagar, Jammu and 

Kashmir, India. It is the largest tulip garden 

in Asia spread over an area of about 30 ha 

(74 acres). 

 It is situated on the foothills of Zabarwan 

Range with an overview of Dal Lake. The 

garden was opened in 2007 with the aim to 

boost floriculture and tourism in Kashmir 

Valley. 

 The garden is built on a sloping ground in 

a terraced fashion consisting of seven 

terraces. Apart from tulips, many other 

species of flowers – hyacinths, daffodils 

and ranunculus have been added as well. 

 Tulip festival is an annual celebration that 

aims to showcase the range of flowers in 

the garden as a part of tourism efforts by 

the Government of Jammu and Kashmir. It 

is organized during the onset of spring 

season in Kashmir valley. 

 

9. Which of the statement(s) given below is/are 

correct regarding the appointment of the Chief 

Justice of India? 

1. The Judges Inquiry Act mandates the 

outgoing Chief Justice of India to select the 

most senior then-sitting Supreme Court 

judge as the next CJI. 

2. The procedure is initiated by the Law 

Minister seeking the recommendation of 

the outgoing CJI at the ‘appropriate time’, 

which is near to the date of retirement of 

the incumbent CJI. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The Chief Justice of India is traditionally 

appointed by the outgoing Chief Justice of 

India on the day of his (or her) retirement. 

 By convention, the outgoing Chief Justice 

of India selects the most senior then-sitting 

Supreme Court judge. 
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 Seniority at the apex court is determined 

not by age, but by: 

 The date a judge was appointed to the 

Supreme Court. 

 If two judges are elevated to the 

Supreme Court on the same day. 

 The one who was sworn in first as a 

judge would trump another. 

 If both were sworn in as judges on the 

same day, the one with more years of 

high court service would ‘win’ in the 

seniority stakes. 

 An appointment from the bench would 

‘trump’ in seniority an appointee from 

the bar. 

 The Constitution of India does not have any 

provision for criteria and procedure for 

appointing the CJI. Article 124(1) of the 

Indian Constitution says there “shall be a 

Supreme Court of India consisting of a 

Chief Justice of India”. 

 The closest mention is in Article 126, 

which deals with the appointment of an 

acting CJI. 

• In the absence of a constitutional provision, 

the procedure relies on custom and 

convention. 

• The procedure to appoint the next CJI is 

laid out in the Memorandum of Procedure 

(MoP) between the government and the 

judiciary: 

 

 The procedure is initiated by the Law 

Minister seeking the recommendation 

of the outgoing CJI at the ‘appropriate 

time’, which is near to the date of 

retirement of the incumbent CJI. 

 The CJI sends his recommendation to 

the Law Ministry; and in the case of any 

qualms, the CJI can consult the 

collegium regarding the fitness of an 

SC judge to be elevated to the post. 

 After receiving recommendation from 

the CJI, the law minister forwards it to 

the Prime Minister who then advises the 

President on the same. 

 The President administers the oath of 

office to the new CJI. 
 

10. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Article 42 of the Constitution of India 

states that the state shall endeavor to secure 

all workers a living wage, conditions of 

work ensuring a decent standard of life. 

2. Under the Constitution of India, Labour is 

a subject in the Concurrent List of the 

Seventh Schedule. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 
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Explanation: 

 The Article 43 of the Constitution of 

India states that the state shall endeavour 

to secure by suitable legislation or 

economic organization or in any other way 

to all workers a living wage, conditions of 

work ensuring a decent standard of life and 

full enjoyment of pleasure and social and 

cultural opportunities. 

 Under the Constitution of India, Labour is 

a subject in the Concurrent List of the 

Seventh Schedule where both the Central 

& State Governments are competent to 

enact legislation. 
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1. Consider the following: 

1. Odisha has the highest percentage of area 

under Mangrove cover. 

2. The Sunderbans Delta is the only mangrove 

forest in the world inhabited by tigers. 

3. The Sundarbans region was affected in 

2020 by Cyclone Gati. 

Which of the statements given above are not 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b)  

Explanation: 

 Mangroves are the plant communities 

occurring in inter-tidal zones along the 

coasts of tropical and subtropical countries. 

 Among the states and Union Territories, 

West Bengal has the highest percentage of 

area under total Mangrove cover followed 

by Gujarat and Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands.  

 The Sundarbans is a vast contiguous 

mangrove forest ecosystem in the coastal 

region of Bay of Bengal spread over India 

and Bangladesh on the delta (world’s 

largest) of the Ganges, Brahmaputra and 

Meghna rivers. 

 The Sundarbans Delta is the only mangrove 

forest in the world inhabited by tigers.  

 Sundarbans region was badly damaged by 

Cyclone Amphan in 2020. 

 Cyclone Gati affected Somalia in 

November, 2020 by causing landfall in the 

region 

 

2. In context to the Sixth Schedule of the Indian 

Constitution, consider the following 

statements: 

1. It provides for safeguarding the rights of 

the tribal population in the state of Assam, 

Meghalaya and Mizoram only. 

2. It provides for administration of tribal areas 

through Autonomous District Councils 

(ADCs). 

3. The ADCs are also empowered to collect 

land revenues and Other Taxes. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The Sixth Schedule was originally intended 

for the predominantly tribal areas (tribal 

population over 90%) of undivided Assam, 

which was categorised as “excluded areas” 

under the Government of India Act, 1935 

and was under the direct control of the 

Governor. 

 The Sixth Schedule of the Constitution 

provides for the administration of tribal 

areas in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and 
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Mizoram to safeguard the rights of the 

tribal population in these states.  

 This special provision is provided under 

Article 244(2) and Article 275(1) of the 

Constitution. 

 The Sixth Schedule provides for autonomy 

in the administration of these areas through 

Autonomous District Councils (ADCs).  

 These councils are empowered to make 

laws in respect of areas under their 

jurisdiction, which cover the land, forest, 

cultivation, inheritance, indigenous 

customs and traditions of tribals, etc. and 

also to collect land revenues and certain 

other taxes.  

 ADCs are like miniature states having 

specific powers and responsibilities in 

respect of all the three arms of governance: 

Legislature, Executive and Judiciary. 

 

3. In context to the Shigmo festivities, consider 

the following statements: 

1. It is the celebration of a rich, golden harvest 

of paddy by the tribal communities of Goa. 

2. Ghode Modni is a dance form performed 

during this Festival. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Shigmo is the celebration of a ‘rich, golden 

harvest of paddy’ by the tribal communities 

of Goa.  

 Agricultural communities including the 

Kunbis, Gawdas and Velips celebrate the 

festival that also marks the onset of spring. 

Two Variants of the Festival: 

 Dhakto Shigmo: It is celebrated by the 

rural population, farmers and the labour 

class. 

 Vhadlo Shigmo: It is of greater importance 

and is celebrated by everyone. 

 Shigmo celebrations last over a fortnight in 

the months of Phalgun-Chaitra months of 

the Hindu calendar that correspond with 

March-April every year. 

 The festival begins with ‘Naman’ that is the 

invocation of the local folk deities on the 

village ‘maand’ or the village stage to the 

beats of percussion instruments like the 

Ghumat, Dhol, Mhadle and Tashe by the 

male folk. It is called the ‘romta mell’ that 

moves from one village to another. 

 Folk dances like Ghode Modni (a dance of 

equestrian warriors), Gopha and Phugadi 

are performed during this festival.  

 Shigmo is celebrated all over India but in 

Different Names: 

 North India - Holi. 

 Assam and Bengal - Dolyatra. 

 South India - Kamadahan. 
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 Maharashtra - Shimga 

 

4. Consider the following statements with respect 

to the Human Rights Council: 

1. It comprises 47 Member States elected by 

the UN General Assembly through direct 

and secret ballot. 

2. Latin American and Caribbean States have 

the largest share of seats in the council. 

3. The members serve for a period of three 

years and are not eligible for immediate re-

election after a term. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The Human Rights Council is the principal 

United Nations intergovernmental body 

responsible for human rights. 

 The Council is made of 47 Member States, 

which are elected by the majority of 

members of the General Assembly of the 

United Nations through direct and secret 

ballot. 

 The Council’s Membership is based on 

equitable geographical distribution. Seats 

are distributed as follows: 

 African States: 13 seats 

 Asia-Pacific States: 13 seats 

 Latin American and Caribbean States: 8 

seats 

 Western European and other States: 7 

seats 

 Eastern European States: 6 seats 

 Members of the council serve for a 

period of three years and are not eligible 

for immediate re-election after serving 

two Consecutive Terms. 

 

5. Consider the following statements with respect 

to Champion Services Sector (CSS) Scheme: 

1. It is a central sector scheme of the 

Department of Commerce. 

2. It is an Umbrella Scheme for the period 

2019-20 to 2023-24. 

3. Under the scheme, 12 services sectors have 

been identified for promoting their 

Development and realising their potential. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 3 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 2 only 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The Union Cabinet, in 2018, approved the 

proposal of the Department of Commerce 

to give focused attention to 12 identified 

champion services sectors for promoting 

their development and realising their 

Potential. 
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 The 12 sectors are IT & ITES, tourism and 

hospitality services, medical value travel, 

transport and logistics services, accounting 

and finance services, audio visual services, 

legal services, communication services, 

construction and related engineering 

services, environmental services, financial 

services and education services. 

 It is an umbrella scheme for the period 

2019-20 to 2023-24. 

 It is a central sector scheme of the Dept. of 

Commerce. 
 

6. Consider the following statements about the 

Global Initiative on Sharing All Influenza Data 

(GISAID): 

1. It is a global science initiative and primary 

source established in 2008 that provides 

open-access to genomic data of influenza 

Viruses. 

2. It also provides genomic data on the 

coronavirus responsible for the COVID-19 

Pandemic. 

3. It is a public platform started by the WHO 

for countries to share Genome Sequences. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are 

Incorrect? 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 only 

(d) None of the above 

Answer: d) 

 

 

Explanation: 

 All the statements are correct. 

 The GISAID platform was launched on the 

occasion of the Sixty-first World Health 

Assembly in May 2008. 

 World Health Assembly is the forum 

through which the World Health 

Organization is governed by its 194 

member states. 

 Since its launch GISAID plays an essential 

role in the sharing of data among the WHO 

Collaborating Centers and National 

Influenza Centers for the bi-annual 

influenza vaccine virus recommendations 

by the WHO Global Influenza Surveillance 

and Response System (GISRS). 

 GISAID is a global science initiative and 

primary source established in 2008 that 

provides open-access to genomic data of 

influenza viruses and the coronavirus 

responsible for the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

7. Who among the following are allowed casting 

their votes through postal ballot system? 

1. Voters on election duty. 

2. Voters above 80 years of age or Persons 

with Disabilities (PwD). 

3. Voters under preventive detention. 

4. President of India 

5. Union Cabinet Ministers 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
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(b) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 2, 4 and 5 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 A restricted set of voters can exercise postal 

voting. 

 Through this facility, a voter can cast her 

vote remotely by recording her preference 

on the ballot paper and sending it back to 

the election officer before counting. 

 Currently, only the following voters are 

allowed to cast their votes through postal 

Ballot: 

 Service voters (armed forces, the armed 

police force of a state and government 

servants posted abroad), 

 Voters on election duty, 

 Voters above 80 years of age or Persons 

with Disabilities (PwD), 

 Voters under preventive detention. 

 Special voters such as the President of 

India, Vice President, Governors, 

Union Cabinet ministers, Speaker of the 

House and government officers on poll 

duty have the option to vote by post. 

But they have to apply through a 

prescribed form to avail this facility. 

 The exception to the above-mentioned 

category of voters is provided under 

Section 60 of the Representation of the 

People Act, 1951. 

 

8. Consider the following statements: 

1. Women officers are not eligible for 

permanent commission and command 

posts in the Army Irrespective of their years 

of service. 

2. Discriminating women in the army posts is 

not violation of Fundamental Right as 

Armed Forces has discretionary powers 

regarding the Appointment. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The Supreme Court recently declared that 

Short Service Commission (SSC) women 

officers are eligible for permanent 

commission and command posts in the 

Army irrespective of their years of service. 

 The Supreme Court dismissed the Union 

Government’s submissions that women are 

Physiologically weaker than men as a “sex 

stereotype”. 

 It also declared that Short Service 

Commission (SSC) women officers are 

eligible for permanent commission and 

command posts in the Army irrespective of 

their years of service. So, statement 1 is 

not correct. 
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 The court found the remarks in the note not 

only constitutionally invalid but 

discriminatory, affecting the dignity of 

women officers. 

 Article 15 states that the State shall not 

discriminate against any citizen on 

grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex, 

place of birth or any of them. 

 So, the SC ordered not to discriminate 

women on the basis of gender and ordered 

to appoint them in command posts in the 

Army. So, statement 2 is not correct. 

 

9. Consider the following statements: 

1. Diversion of forest land in India is 

governed by the provisions under Forest 

Rights Act (FRA), 2006. 

2. Any diversion of land for non-forest 

purposes has to be pre-approved by the 

Advisory Committee instituted under the 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and 

Climate Change (MoEFCC). 

3. Proposals seeking diversion of forest land 

up to 40 hectares are processed by regional 

offices of MoEFCC under the instituted 

Regional Empowered Committees (REC). 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

not correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 2 only 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Diversion of forest land in India is 

governed by the provisions under Forest 

(Conservation) Act, 1980 (FCA). So, 

statement 1 is not Correct. 

 As per the FCA, any diversion of land for 

non-forest purposes has to be pre-approved 

by the Advisory Committee instituted 

under the Ministry of Environment, Forest 

and Climate Change (MoEFCC). So, 

statement 2 is Correct. 

 Proposals seeking diversion of forest land 

up to 40 hectares are processed by regional 

offices of MoEFCC under the instituted 

Regional Empowered Committees (REC). 

So, statement 3 is correct. 

 Proposals that pertain to diversion of land 

greater than 40 hectares are sent directly to 

the Central Ministry. 

 

10. The Suez Canal connects which of the 

following seas? 

(a) Red Sea and Caspian Sea 

(b) Caspian Sea and Mediterranean Sea 

(c) Mediterranean Sea and Red Sea 

(d) Red Sea and Arabian Sea 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Suez Canal is an artificial sea-level 

waterway in Egypt. It links the 

Mediterranean with the Red Sea through 

Isthmus of Suez. It was first opened in 1869 

after a decade of construction. 
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 A large cargo ship named 'Ever Given' got 

stuck near the southern end of the Suez 

Canal due to a mishap caused by bad 

weather. This is causing a huge jam of 

vessels at either end of the vital 

international trade artery. 

 The Canal was closed five times; the last 

time was the most serious one since it 

lasted for 8 years. The Canal was then 

reopened for navigation in June 1975. 

 Strategically and economically, it is one of 

the most important waterways in the world 

providing the shortest sea link between 

Asia and Europe. 

 Its opening had provided alternative route 

to sea voyage between Europe and India. It 

had reduced the sea voyage distance 

between these two regions by about 7,000 

kilometres without navigating around 

Africa. 

 The canal was nationalized by Egypt in 

1956 after brief war against the UK, France 

and Israel. The canal has been a significant 

Income source for Egypt since then. 
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1. Consider the following statements with respect 

to Development Finance Institution (DFI): 

1. They source funds from the market, 

Government, as well as multi-lateral 

Institutions. 

2. DFIs do not accept Deposits from people. 

3. DFIs are set up for providing long-term 

Finance for the segments of the Economy 

where the risks involved are beyond the 

acceptable limits of commercial banks and 

ordinary financial institutions. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) 3 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Development Finance Institutions are set 

up for providing long-term finance for such 

segments of the economy where the risks 

involved are beyond the acceptable limits 

of commercial banks and other ordinary 

Financial Institutions. 

 Unlike banks, DFIs do not accept deposits 

from people. 

 They source funds from the market, 

Government, as well as multi-lateral 

Institutions. 

 

 

 

 

2. Consider the following statements with respect 

to adjournment sine die: 

1. The power of adjournment, as well as 

adjournment sine die, lies with the 

presiding officer of the House. 

2. To adjourn an assembly sine die is to 

adjourn it for an Indefinite Period. 

3. It indicates the final adjournment of an 

Annual Session or meeting of a legislative 

House. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 3 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Adjournment sine die means terminating a 

sitting of Parliament for an indefinite 

period. 

 The power of adjournment as well as 

adjournment sine die lies with the presiding 

officer of the House. 

 It indicates the final adjournment of an 

annual session or meeting of a legislative 

House. 
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3. Arrange the following from North to South: 

1. Spratly Islands 

2. Paracel Islands 

3. Scarborough Shoal 

4. Riau Islands 

Options: 

(a) 2, 3, 1, 4 

(b) 2, 1, 3, 4 

(c) 1, 2, 3, 4 

(d) 1, 3, 2, 4 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 North to South: Paracel Islands – 

Scarborough Shoal – Spratly Islands – Riau 

Islands. 

 

4. Which of the following statement(s) regarding 

Special Marriage Act 1954 is/are correct?  

1. It was created to validate and register 

interreligious and inter-caste marriages in 

India.  

2. People of the same faith can also marry 

under this act.  

3. The act validates the marriage between two 

consenting adults belonging to different 

faiths, and there is strict punishment for 

those who forcibly convert the other 

partner just for the sake of marriage.  

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 1 and 2 only  

(c) 3 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation:  

 The Special Marriage Act 1954 is the 

legislation made to validate and register 

interreligious and inter-caste marriages in 

India. It allows two individuals to 

solemnize their marriage through a civil 

contract without any religious formalities 

to be carried out under the Act.  

 While considering the age, the male must 

be at least 21 and the female be 18 at least. 

This Act includes Hindus, Muslims, 

Christians, Sikhs, Jains, and Buddhists 

marriages. This act applies to all Indian 

states, except Jammu & Kashmir.  

 This Act applies not only to Indian citizens 

who belong to different castes and religions 

but also to Indian nationals who live 

abroad. Hence statement 1 is correct.  

 People of the same faith can also marry 

under this act but separate laws for 

marriage also exist in their respective faith. 

Hence statement 2 is correct.  

 In case all of the conditions under the act 

are fulfilled, the parties are supposed to 

give a notice for their marriage to the 

Marriage Officer in an area.  

 The provisions under the Act require 

parties to an intended marriage to publish 

their private details for public scrutiny 30 

days prior to the intended marriage.  
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 Anyone who believes that either of the 

given parties do not fulfill all the required 

conditions can file an objection against the 

marriage and the marriage officer can reject 

the marriage.  

 Further the act only validates the marriage 

of two people belonging to different faiths, 

but there is no punishment for those who 

forcibly convert the other partner just for 

the sake of marriage. Hence statement 3 is 

Not Correct. 

 

5. Consider the following statements regarding 

Electoral Bonds scheme: 

1. It is an anonymous bearer banking 

instrument that can be purchased by 

individual or entity incorporated in India 

only. 

2. It can be used for making donations to only 

those registered political parties which 

have secured not less than one per cent of 

the votes polled in the last assembly 

election. 

3. The information furnished by the buyer is 

treated confidential by the authorized bank- 

State Bank of India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 In 2018, the central government notified 

the Electoral Bond Scheme. This scheme 

was announced in the 2017 budget. It is 

touted as an alternative to cash donations 

made to the political parties. It is aimed at 

bringing clean money and substantial 

transparency into the system of political 

funding. The salient features of the scheme 

are: 

 The electoral bond means a bond issued 

in the nature of promissory note which 

is a bearer banking instrument and does 

not carry the name of the buyer or 

payee. Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

 The electoral bonds may be purchased 

by a citizen of India or entities 

incorporated or established in India. 

Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

 The electoral bonds can be used for 

making donations to only those 

registered political parties which have 

secured not less than one per cent of the 

votes polled in the last general election 

to the Lok Sabha or the State legislative 

Assembly. Hence, statement 2 is 

correct. 

 The electoral bonds can be encashed by 

an eligible political party only through 

a bank account with the authorized 

bank. 
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 The electoral bonds are issued in the 

denomination of ₹1,000, ₹10,000, 

₹1,00,000, ₹10,00,000 and 

₹1,00,00,000. 

 The information furnished by the buyer 

is treated confidential by the authorized 

bank and is not to be disclosed to any 

authority for any purposes, except when 

demanded by a competent court or upon 

registration of criminal case by any law 

enforcement agency. Hence, statement 

3 is correct. 

 According to the Association for 

Democratic Reforms, political parties 

have received a total of 12,452 electoral 

bonds worth Rs. 6210.39 crore till 

January 2020. 

 

6. Which of the following subjects in the 

constitution have been provided under the 

Concurrent list?  

1. Social security  

2. Labour welfare  

3. Charities and charitable institutions  

4. Factories  

5. Health 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1, 4 and 5 only  

(b) 1, 2 and 4 only  

(c) 2, 3, 4 and 5 only  

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only  

Answer: d) 

 

 

Explanation: 

• Fifteenth Finance Commission Chairman 

N.K. Singh recently said Health should be 

shifted to the Concurrent list under the 

Constitution.  

• Article 246 deals with the 7th Schedule of 

the Indian Constitution that mentions three 

lists named as Union List, State List and 

Concurrent List which specify the divisions 

of power between Union and States.  

• Concurrent List has 52 subjects 

enumerated under it. The concept of 

‘Concurrent List’ in the Indian Constitution 

has been borrowed from the Constitution of 

Australia.  

• Central Government and State Government 

both can make laws on the subjects 

mentioned under the Concurrent List.  

• The matters on which uniformity of 

legislation throughout the country is 

desirable but not essential are enumerated 

in the concurrent list.  

• While both the Central and State 

Government can legislate on subjects 

mentioned under Concurrent List, 

however, in case of any conflict, the law 

made by the Central Government prevails. 

All of the given subjects come under 

Concurrent List. 
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7. This state is mainly a mountainous region, the 

main pattern of agriculture followed is Jhum or 

Shifting cultivation. More than 90 per cent of 

the total geographical area is covered with 

forest which is the highest in the country. 

Dampa tiger reserve is located here. 

Which of the following state is referred to in 

the above passage? 

(a) Arunachal Pradesh 

(b) Nagaland 

(c) Mizoram 

(d) Tripura 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Mizoram is a mountainous region which 

became the 23rd state of the Indian Union in 

February 1987. 

 Dampa Tiger Reserve or Dampha Tiger 

Reserve is a tiger reserve of western 

Mizoram. 

 About 60 per cent of the people of Mizoram 

are engaged in agriculture and its allied 

activities. The main pattern of agriculture 

followed is Jhum or Shifting cultivation. 

 91.27 per cent of the total geographical area 

(21,081 sq km) is covered with forest 

which is the highest in the country. 

 

8. Consider the following statements, with regard 

to Chief Justice of India (CJI): 

1. The CJI is appointed by the President under 

Article 124 of the Constitution. 

2. The appointment of CJI is done on the 

recommendation of the Supreme Court 

collegium. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The Chief Justice of India and the Judges 

of the Supreme Court (SC) are appointed 

by the President under clause (2) of Article 

124 of the Constitution.  

 As far as the CJI is concerned, the outgoing 

CJI recommends his successor. 

 The Union Law Minister forwards the 

recommendation to the Prime Minister 

who, in turn, advises the President. 

 SC in the Second Judges Case (1993), ruled 

that the senior most judge of the Supreme 

Court should alone be appointed to the 

office of the CJI.  

 The Supreme Court collegium is headed by 

the Chief Justice of India and comprises 

four other senior most judges of the court. 

 The collegium system is the system of 

appointment and transfer of judges that has 

evolved through judgments of the Supreme 

Court (Judges Cases), and not by an Act of 

Parliament or by a provision of the 

Constitution. 
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9. Consider the following statements, with regard 

to Helium: 

1. It is a monatomic gas with the lowest 

boiling point as compared to all other 

elements. 

2. The Rajmahal volcanic basin is the 

storehouse of Helium in India. 

3. Qatar is the largest exporter of Helium in 

the world. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Helium is a colourless, odourless, tasteless, 

non-toxic, inert, monatomic gas, the first in 

the noble gas group in the periodic table. 

 Its boiling point is the lowest among all the 

elements.  

 Helium was discovered in the gaseous 

atmosphere surrounding the Sun in the year 

1868. 

 In India it was first discovered in 1906 by 

an Englishman Morris Travers in Kerala. 

 India’s Rajmahal volcanic basin in 

Jharkhand is the storehouse of helium 

trapped for billions of years, since the very 

birth of Earth from the Sun.  

 

 The USA became the most important 

exporter of helium across the world after 

the discovery of helium in large quantities 

under the American Great Plains. 

 It was soon realized that the USA was also 

the biggest storehouse of helium. 

 Qatar is a possible exporter but acute 

political and diplomatic wrangles have 

made Qatar unreliable.  

 

10. In context to the National Bank for Financing 

Infrastructure and Development (NBFID), 

consider the following statements: 

1. It will organise and facilitate foreign 

Participation in Infrastructure Projects. 

2. It may raise money in the form of loans in 

both Indian rupees and Foreign Currencies. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, the Rajya Sabha cleared the 

National Bank for Financing Infrastructure 

and Development (NBFID) Bill, 2021. 

 The Bill seeks to establish the National 

Bank for Financing Infrastructure and 

Development (NBFID) as the principal 

Development Financial Institution (DFIs) 

for infrastructure financing. 
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 NBFID was announced in the Budget 2021. 

Functions of NBFID: 

 Extending loans and advances for 

infrastructure projects. 

 Taking over or refinancing such existing 

loans. 

 Attracting investment from private sector 

investors and institutional investors for 

infrastructure projects. 

 Organising and facilitating foreign 

participation in infrastructure projects. 

 Facilitating negotiations with various 

government authorities for dispute 

resolution in the field of infrastructure 

financing. 

 Providing consultancy services in 

infrastructure financing. 

Source of Funds: 

 It may raise money in the form of loans or 

otherwise both in Indian rupees and foreign 

currencies, or secure money by the issue 

and sale of various financial instruments 

Including Bonds and Debentures.  

 It may borrow money from the central 

government, Reserve Bank of India (RBI), 

scheduled commercial banks, mutual 

funds, and multilateral institutions such as 

the World Bank and Asian Development 

Bank. 

 Initially, the central government will own 

100% shares of the institution which may 

subsequently be reduced up to 26%. 
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1. Consider the following statements with respect 

to the SVEEP Program: 

1. It is the flagship program of the Election 

Commission of India. 

2. The program has been launched to tackle 

the menace of paid news and fake news 

During Elections. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Systematic Voters’ Education and 

Electoral Participation program, better 

known as SVEEP, is the flagship program 

of the Election Commission of India for 

voter education, spreading voter awareness 

and promoting voter literacy in India. 

 SVEEP’s primary goal is to build a truly 

participative democracy in India by 

encouraging all eligible citizens to vote and 

make an informed decision during the 

Elections. 

 

2. Consider the following statements with respect 

to Electoral Bonds: 

1. While the buyer of the Electoral bonds 

must fulfil KYC norms, Electoral bonds 

don’t carry the Name of the Buyer. 

2. Electoral bond can be received only by a 

registered political party that has secured at 

least 1 per cent vote in the last general 

election to an Assembly or Parliament. 

3. They do not carry interest rate and cannot 

be traded in the secondary market. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) None of the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 All the Statements are Correct. 

 While the buyer of the Electoral bonds 

must fulfil KYC norms, electoral bonds 

don’t carry the name of the buyer. 

 The bonds are issued by the SBI in 

denominations of Rs 1,000, Rs 10,000, Rs 

1 lakh, Rs 10 lakh and Rs 1 crore. 

 Political parties registered under Section 

29A of the Representation of the People 

Act, 1951, which have secured not less than 

1% of the votes in the last general election 

to an Assembly or Parliament, are eligible 

to open current accounts for the redemption 

of electoral bonds. 

 They do not carry interest rate and can’t be 

traded in the Secondary Market. 
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3. The Tigray region, recently in news, is located 

in which country? 

(a) Ethiopia 

(b) Eritrea 

(c) Sudan 

(d) Somalia 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The Tigray Region is the northernmost 

Region of Ethiopia. 

 

4. In context to Central Information Commission, 

consider the following 

1. It is a constitutional body. 

2. The members of the commission are 

appointed on the recommendations of the 

President of India. 

3. The term of office or tenure of the Chief 

Information Commissioner is 5 years or till 

the age of 60 Years. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The Central Information Commission was 

established by the Central Government in 

2005, under the provisions of the Right to 

Information Act (2005). It is not a 

constitutional body. 

 The Commission consists of a Chief 

Information Commissioner and not more 

than ten Information Commissioners. 

 They are appointed by the President on the 

recommendation of a committee consisting 

of the Prime Minister as Chairperson, the 

Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha and 

a Union Cabinet Minister nominated by the 

Prime Minister.  

 The Chief Information Commissioner and 

an Information Commissioner shall hold 

office for such terms as prescribed by the 

Central Government or until they attain the 

age of 65 years, whichever is earlier. 

 They are not eligible for reappointment. 

 The Right to Information (Amendment) 

Act, 2019 provided that the Chief 

Information Commissioner and an 

Information Commissioner shall hold 

office for such terms as prescribed by the 

Central Government. 

 Before this amendment, their term was 

Fixed for 5 years. 

 

5. Consider the following statements, with regard 

to Earth Hour: 

1. It is an initiative of the United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP). 

2. It aims to encourage people to turn off the 

lights for one hour to refrain from the use 

of non-essential lighting. 

Which of the statements given above is/are not 

correct? 
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(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Earth Hour is the World Wildlife Fund for 

Nature (WWF)’s annual initiative that 

began in 2007.  

 It is held every year on the last Saturday of 

March. 

 It encourages people from more than 180 

countries to switch off the lights from 8.30 

pm to 9.30 pm as per their local time. 

 The idea is to refrain from the use of non-

essential lighting to save energy in a 

symbolic call for environmental protection. 

 Earth Hour has become a catalyst for 

positive environmental impact, driving 

major legislative changes by harnessing the 

power of the people and collective action. 

It has helped: 

 Create a 3.5-million-hectare marine-

protected area in Argentina. 

 Ban all plastics in the Galapagos in 2014. 

 Plant 17 Million trees in Kazakhstan. 

 Light up homes with solar power in India 

and the Philippines. 

 Push new legislation for the protection of 

seas and forests in Russia. 

 

 

 

6. The 'World Development Report 2021: Data 

for Better Lives' is published by which of the 

following organisations? 

(a) United Nations 

(b) World Bank 

(c) International Monetary Fund 

(d) World Economic Forum 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, the World Bank has published 

the World Development Report 2021: Data 

for Better Lives. 

 The World Development Report 2021 

provides a blueprint on how to harness the 

power of data for development, to ensure 

no one is Left Behind. 

 

7. Consider the following statements: 

1. H9N2 is a subtype of the influenza A virus, 

which causes human influenza as well as 

bird flu. 

2. H9N2 viruses are endemic in poultry in 

many areas and infections in humans are 

rare. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 
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Explanation: 

 H9N2 is a subtype of the influenza A virus, 

which causes human influenza as well as 

bird flu. 

 The H9N2 subtype was isolated for the first 

time in Wisconsin, US in 1966 from turkey 

flocks. 

 H9N2 viruses are found worldwide in wild 

birds and are endemic in poultry in many 

areas. 

 H9N2 virus infections in humans are rare, 

but likely under-reported due to typically 

mild Symptoms of the Infections. 

 

8. Consider the following pairs: 

              Ramsar Sites                   State 

1. Nandur Madhameshwar             

Madhya Pradesh 

2. Beas Conservation Reserve      

Punjab 

3. Nawabganj                Uttar Pradesh 

4. Pong Dam                  Jammu & Kashmir 

Which of the pairs given above is/are 

incorrectly matched? 

(a) 1 and 4 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 4 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 As many as 27 migratory birds have been 

reported dead on account of avian influenza 

in Himachal Pradesh’s Pong Dam 

Wildlife Sanctuary area forcing 

authorities to shut down the sanctuary. 

 In 1994, the Government of India declared 

it a “Wetland of National Importance”. 

 Pong Dam Lake was declared as Ramsar 

Site in November 2002. 

 Maharashtra got its first Ramsar site 

(Nandur Madhameshwar), Punjab 

added 3 more (Keshopur-Miani, Beas 

Conservation Reserve, Nangal) and UP 

has added 6 more (Nawabganj, Parvati 

Agra, Saman, Samaspur, Sandi and 

SarsaiNawar). So, only 1st pair is 

incorrect. 

 With this, the numbers of Ramsar sites in 

India are now 37 and the surface area 

covered by these sites is now 1,067,939 

hectares. 

 The Ramsar Convention was signed in 

1971 to maintain an international network 

of wetlands which are important for the 

conservation of global biological diversity. 

 Wetlands declared as Ramsar sites are 

protected under strict guidelines of the 

convention. 

 

9. According to the migratory birds, which of the 

flight paths of India are used by the same for 

migration? 

1. Central Asian flyway  

2. East Asian flyway  

3. East Asian–Australasian flyway 

4. Pacific Flyway 
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Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The country has three flyways (flight paths 

used by birds): the Central Asian flyway, 

East Asian flyway and East Asian–

Australasian flyway. So, the answer is a. 

 The Asian–East African Flyway starts 

from the northern breeding grounds of 

water birds in Siberia and leads across Asia 

to East Africa. Little has been published 

about birds using this flyway. 

 The Central Asian Flyway starts from the 

northern breeding grounds of water birds in 

Siberia and leads across Asia to the Indian 

subcontinent. Little has been published 

about birds using this flyway. 

 The East Asian–Australasian Flyway 

starts at the Taymyr Peninsula in Russia 

and Alaska and extends southwards to 

  south eastern Asia, Australia and New 

Zealand. This flyway overlaps with the 

West Pacific Flyway. About 60 species of 

shorebird use this route. 

 

 

 

 The Pacific Flyway is a north-south flyway 

for birds migrating from breeding grounds 

in Alaska and Canada to their 

overwintering areas in South America, 

some species travelling as far south as 

Patagonia. 

 

10. Consider the following statements regarding 

the ‘National Anthem’: 

1. The National Anthem was first sung at the 

Calcutta session of the Congress on 

December 27, 1911. 

2. According to the constitution of India, 

reverence to the National Anthem is a 

Fundamental duty in India. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 ‘Jana Gana Mana’ is the first stanza of the 

Bengali hymns ‘Bharoto Bhagyo 

Bidhata’, written by Nobel Laureate 

Rabindranath Tagore. 

 A slightly varied version of the song was 

adopted by Subhash Chandra Bose’s Indian 

National Army in 1941 as the national 

anthem, called ‘Shubh Sukh Chain’, 

which also became popular in India. 
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 ‘Jana Gana Mana’ was adopted as the 

country’s National Anthem by the 

Constituent Assembly of India on January 

24, 1950, the last day of its last session. 

 Reverence to the National Anthem is a 

Fundamental duty in India. According to 

Article 51A (a) of the Constitution: “It 

shall be the duty of every citizen of India to 

abide by the Constitution and respect its 

ideals and institutions, the National Flag 

and the National Anthem”. 
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1. Which of the following statement/s is/are 

correct with respect to the Newly discovered  

Hypnea indica and Hypnea bullata species? 

1. The genus Hypnea consists of Calcareous, 

Erect, Branched Red Seaweeds. 

2. They grow in the intertidal regions of the 

coast 

Options: 

(a) 1only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Two new species of seaweed named 

Hypnea indica and Hypnea bullata have 

been discovered by a group of marine 

Biologists. 

 While Hypnea indica was discovered 

Kanyakumari in Tamil Nadu, and Somnath 

Pathan and Sivrajpur in Gujarat, Hypnea 

bullata was discovered from Kanyakumari 

and Diu island of Daman and Diu. 

 The seaweeds are part of the genus Hypnea 

or red seaweeds. The genus Hypnea 

consists of calcareous, erect, branched red 

Seaweeds. 

 They grow in the intertidal regions of the 

coast, namely the area that is submerged 

during the high tide and exposed during 

low tides. 

 

 

2. Enceladus is a natural satellite of which of the 

Following Planets? 

(a) Jupiter 

(b) Saturn 

(c) Mars 

(d) Uranus 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Enceladus is one of Saturn’s moon. 

 

Tag: International Relations 

3. The World Sustainable Development Summit 

is organised by which of the following? 

(a) UNDP 

(b) UNEP 

(c) TERI 

(d) UNFCC 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The World Sustainable Development 

Summit is Organised by The Energy and 

Resources Institute (TERI). 

 

4. Consider the following statements, with regard 

to the Fiscal Policy in India. 

1. It plays a key role in elevating the rate of 

Capital Formation both in the public and 

Private Sectors. 

2. It helps in providing stimulus to elevate the 

Savings Rate. 

3. It aims to minimise the imbalance in the 

dispersal of income and wealth. 

Which of the above statements are correct? 
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(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

Importance of Fiscal Policy in India: 

 In a country like India, fiscal policy plays a 

key role in elevating the rate of capital 

formation both in the public and private 

sectors. 

 Through taxation, the fiscal policy helps 

mobilise considerable amount of resources 

for financing its numerous projects. 

 Fiscal policy also helps in providing 

Stimulus to elevate the Savings Rate. 

 The fiscal policy gives adequate incentives 

to the private sector to expand its activities. 

 Fiscal policy aims to minimise the 

imbalance in the dispersal of income and 

wealth. 

 

5. Consider the following statements, with regard 

to Sedition Law in India. 

1. Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code 

(IPC), which deals with sedition, was 

drafted by Thomas Babington Macaulay. 

2. Mahatma Gandhi was never held under the 

Sedition Trial during Freedom Movement. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

  Famous sedition trials during freedom 

movement: 

 The first is the trial of Jogendra Chandra 

Bose in 1891. Bose, the editor of the 

newspaper, Bangobasi, wrote an article 

criticizing the Age of Consent Bill for 

posing a threat to the religion and for its 

coercive relationship with Indians. 

 The other most well-known cases are the 

sedition trials of Bal Gangadhar Tilak and 

the trial of Mahatma Gandhi in 1922. 

Mahatma Gandhi for his articles published 

in Young India. 

 

6. In context to main drivers of antimicrobial 

resistance, consider the following  

1. Misuse and Overuse of Antimicrobials 

2. Lack of access to clean water and hygiene 

for Animals 

3. Poor infection and disease prevention in 

health-care Facilities 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 
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Explanation: 

 AMR occurs naturally over time, usually 

through genetic changes. Antimicrobial 

resistant organisms are found in people, 

animals, food, plants and the environment 

(in water, soil and air).  

 They can spread from person to person or 

between people and animals, including 

from food of animal origin.  

 The main drivers of antimicrobial 

resistance include the misuse and overuse 

of antimicrobials; lack of access to clean 

water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) for 

both humans and animals; poor infection 

and disease prevention and control in 

health-care facilities and farms; poor 

access to quality, affordable medicines, 

Vaccines and diagnostics; lack of 

Awareness and Knowledge; and lack of 

Enforcement of Legislation. 

 

7. Consider the following statements regarding 

the Anticipatory Bail: 

1. Anticipatory bail is a direction to release a 

person on bail, issued even before the 

person is arrested. 

2. It is only issued by the High Court and 

Supreme Court. 

3. Anticipatory bail is not granted for the 

persons who are arrested under the SCs and 

STs (prevention of Atrocities) Act. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Anticipatory bail is a direction to release a 

person on bail, issued even before the 

person is arrested. So, statement 1 is 

correct. 

 It is only issued by the Sessions court and 

High Court. So, statement 2 is not correct. 

 In February 2020 judgement in Prathvi 

Raj Chouhan Case, the SC has upheld 

Section 18A of the SCs and the STs 

(Prevention of Atrocities) Amendment 

Act, 2018 and said that the High Courts 

will have an “inherent power” to grant 

anticipatory bail in cases in which prima 

facie an offence under the 1989 law is not 

made out. So, statement 3 is not correct. 

 

8. Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana has been 

launched for 

(a) Providing housing loan to poor people at 

cheaper interest rates 

(b) Providing Housing for All 

(c) Promoting Financial Inclusion in the 

Country 

(d) Providing financial help to the 

Marginalized Communities 

Answer: b) 
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Explanation: 

About Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana – 

Gramin (Ministry of Rural Development): 

• Objective: To help rural people below the 

poverty line (BPL) in construction of 

dwelling units and upgradation of existing 

unserviceable kutcha houses by providing 

assistance in the form of a full grant. 

• Beneficiaries: Beneficiaries are people 

belonging to SCs/STs, freed bonded 

labourers and non-SC/ST categories, 

widows or next-of-kin of defence 

personnel killed in action, ex-servicemen 

and retired members of the paramilitary 

forces, Disabled persons and Minorities. 

• Selection of Beneficiaries: Beneficiaries 

are chosen according to data taken from the 

Socio-Economic Caste Census (SECC) of 

2011. 

• Timeline: The project will be implemented 

in a span of three years and expected to 

boost job creation in rural areas. 

About Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana – Urban 

(Ministry of Urban Affairs): 

• The Mission is being implemented during 

2015- 2022 and will provide central 

assistance to Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) 

and other implementing agencies through 

States/UTs. 

• All statutory towns as per Census 2011 and 

towns notified subsequently would be 

eligible for coverage under the Mission. 

 

• It has the following provisions: 

 In-situ Rehabilitation of existing slum 

dwellers using land as a resource 

through private participation 

 Credit Linked Subsidy 

 Affordable Housing in Partnership 

 Subsidy for Beneficiary-led individual 

house construction/enhancement 

• In the spirit of cooperative federalism, the 

mission provides flexibility to the States for 

choosing the best options amongst the 

above four verticals to meet the demand of 

housing in their states. 

• Process of project formulation and 

approval in accordance with the mission 

Guidelines has been left to the States so that 

projects can be formulated, approved and 

implemented faster. 

 

9. Gucchi Mushroom’ known for being India’s 

Costliest Mushroom is popularly grown in 

which of the following states/UT?  

(a) Uttar Pradesh  

(b) Lakshadweep  

(c) Jammu and Kashmir  

(d) Kerala  

Answer: c) 

Explanation:  

• GI tag has been sought for India’s 

costliest mushroom ‘Gucchi mushroom’.  

• It grows in J&K’s Doda district.  

• On the back of saffron from the state 

receiving the GI tag, now the demand is 
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for Gucchi to be given a GI tag. Locally 

called Gucchi, or Morel, the mushroom, 

priced at over 20,000 a kg, is a forest 

produce collected by local farmers and 

tribals in the region.  

• It is a spongy, edible fungus that is said to 

have medicinal and anti-inflammatory 

properties and is found in the temperate 

forests of the Doda district. 

• They also have antioxidant and 

antimicrobial properties. They are also 

considered a rich source of protein, 

carbohydrates and Vitamin B. 

 

10. With respect to the Association of Democratic 

Reforms (ADR), consider the following 

Statements: 

1. The ADR is a non-partisan, non-

governmental organization which works in 

the area of Electoral and Political Reforms. 

2. ADR aims at bringing transparency and 

accountability in Indian politics and 

reducing the Influence of Money and 

Muscle Power in Elections. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

 

 

Explanation: 

 The ADR is a non-partisan, non-

governmental organization which works in 

the area of electoral and political reforms. 

So, Statement 1 is correct. 

 ADR aims at bringing transparency and 

accountability in Indian politics and 

reducing the influence of money and 

muscle power in elections. So, Statement 

2 is correct. 

 National Election Watch (NEW) is a 

conglomeration of over 1200 

Organizations across the Country. 
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1. In context to Swadesh Darshan Scheme, 

consider the following statements: 

1. It is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme for 

integrated development of theme-based 

Tourist Circuits in the Country. 

2. The Ministry of Culture provides Central 

Financial Assistance (CFA) to State 

Governments/Union Territory for 

Development of Circuits. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Swadesh Darshan, a Central Sector 

Scheme, was launched in 2014-15 for 

integrated development of theme-based 

tourist circuits in the country. 

 Currently, there are 15 theme-based 

circuits - Buddhist, Coastal, Desert, Eco, 

Heritage, Himalayan, Krishna, North-east, 

Ramayana, Rural, Spiritual, Sufi, 

Tirthankara, Tribal and Wildlife. 

 Theme-based tourist circuits are developed 

on the principles of high tourist value, 

competitiveness and sustainability in an 

integrated manner to enrich tourist 

experience and enhance employment 

opportunities. 

 Under the scheme, the Ministry of Tourism 

provides Central Financial Assistance 

(CFA) to State Governments/Union 

Territory Administrations for infrastructure 

Development of circuits. 

 

2. Consider the following statements, with regard 

to NISAR: 

1. It is a collaborative effort of ISRO and 

JAXA. 

2. NISAR will be launched in the 

geosynchronous orbit. 

3. The ISRO has provided the S-band radar 

and launch vehicle in this mission. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

Incorrect? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 NASA and ISRO are collaborating on 

developing an SUV-sized satellite called 

NISAR, which will detect movements of 

the planet’s surface as small as 0.4 inches 

over areas about half the size of a tennis 

court. Hence, statement 1 is not correct. 

 The name ‘NISAR’ is short for NASA-

ISRO-SAR. 

 SAR here refers to the Synthetic Aperture 

Radar that NASA will use to measure 

changes in the surface of the Earth. 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


044-

26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

      UPSC MARCH - 2021 
DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 31 

           2 | P a g e  

 
 Daily Current Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests www.iasgatewayy.com 

   

 It refers to a technique for producing high-

resolution images. Because of the 

precision, the radar can penetrate clouds 

and darkness, which means that it can 

collect data day and night in any weather. 

 The satellite will be launched in 2022 from 

the Satish Dhawan Space Center in 

Sriharikota (Andhra Pradesh) into a near-

polar orbit.  

 In this mission, NASA will provide one of 

the radars for the satellite, a high-rate 

communication subsystem for science data, 

GPS receivers and a payload data 

subsystem. 

 NISAR will be equipped with the largest 

reflector antenna ever launched by NASA. 

 ISRO will provide the spacecraft bus, the 

second type of radar (called the S-band 

radar), the launch vehicle and associated 

Launch Services.  

 

3. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Khajuraho temples belong to the 

Vesara style of architecture. 

2. Khajuraho temples were built by the 

Chalukyas of Badami. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The Khajuraho temples are famous for their 

nagara-style architectural symbolism and 

their erotic sculptures.  

 They are one of the nineteen identified 

iconic destinations in the country. 

 The Khajuraho Group of Monuments is 

listed as a UNESCO world heritage site. 

 Most Khajuraho temples were built 

between 885 AD and 1050 AD by the 

Chandela Dynasty.  

 

4. Which of the following are a part of the Nilgiri 

Biosphere Reserve: 

1. Mudumalai National Park 

2. Bandipur National Park 

3. Silent Valley National Park 

4. Nagarhole National Park 

Choose the correct option: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

(d) 3 and 4 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve is an 

International Biosphere Reserve in the 

Western Ghats and Nilgiri Hills ranges of 

South India. 

 Mudumalai National Park, Bandipur 

National Park, Silent Valley National Park, 

Nagarhole National Park are all a part of 

the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve. 
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5. Consider the following statements: 

1. H5N1 and H5N8 are categorized as Highly 

Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI). 

2. Humans are not immune from H5N1. 

3. Avian influenza can infect birds only. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1 only 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 H5N1 and H5N8 are categorized as Highly 

Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI), which 

is of major concern to those keeping birds 

because it often results in disease and death 

of fowl and causes Economic Havoc. 

 Humans are not Immune from H5N1. 

 Avian Influenza is a viral Infection that can 

infect not only birds, but also humans and 

other Animals. 

 

6. Consider the following statements with respect 

to Pong Dam Wildlife Sanctuary: 

1. It is located in Sikkim. 

2. It is a Ramsar Site of International 

Importance. 

3. Pong Dam is constructed across the Beas 

river. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) None of the above 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The Pong Dam also called the Beas dam is 

an artificial embankment Dam constructed 

across the Beas river in Himachal Pradesh. 

 It is a Ramsar Site of International 

Importance. 

 

7. Consider the following statements with regard 

to urban heat island:  

1. Urban Heat Islands (UHI) are significantly 

warmer urban areas than its surrounding 

rural areas due to human activities.  

2. The temperature difference is usually 

smaller at night than during the day.  

3. Change in land use pattern is responsible 

for urban heat island.  

Which of the statements given above are 

correct?  

(a) 1, 2 and 3  

(b) 1 and 2 only  

(c) 1 and 3 only  

(d) 2 and 3 only  

Answer: c)  

Explanation: 

 An urban heat island (UHI) is an urban area 

or metropolitan area that is significantly 

warmer than its surrounding rural areas due 

to human activities.  

 The temperature difference is usually 

larger at night than during the day, and is 

most apparent when winds are weak.  
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 Change in land use pattern is responsible 

for Urban Heat Island. 

 

8. As per the RPA of 1951, a person shall be 

disqualified for being elected as a Member of 

the Parliament under which of the following 

conditions? 

1. He has been dismissed from government 

service due to corruption or disloyalty to 

State. 

2. He has been found guilty of certain election 

offences or corrupt practices in the 

Elections. 

3. He has failed to lodge an account of 

election expenses within stipulated time. 

Select the correct answer using the code: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 All the statements are correct. 

 Representation of People Act (1951) deals 

with the qualifications and 

disqualifications of Members of Parliament 

and legislative assembly. The RPA, 1951 

lays down certain rules for disqualification 

of MPs and MLAs. 

 The following criteria’s should be adhered 

to, else he/she will be disqualified under 

RPA ,1951. 

 He must not have been found guilty of 

certain election offences and corrupt 

practices 

 He must not have been convicted for any 

offence that results in imprisonment for 

two or more years. However, detention 

under preventive detention law is not 

disqualification. 

 He must not have failed to lodge an account 

of election expenses within stipulated time. 

 He must not have any interest in 

government contracts, works and services. 

 He must not be a director or managing 

personnel in a company / organization in 

which government has at least 25% share. 

 He must not have been dismissed from 

Government service due to corruption or 

disloyalty to state. 

 He must not have been convicted for 

promoting enmity between groups. 

 He must not have been punished for 

supporting social crimes such as 

untouchability, sati, dowry etc. 

 

9. With reference to special powers of the Rajya 

Sabha, consider the following statements: 

1. The Rajya Sabha has power to create new 

All India Services and can also disband an 

existing All India service. 

2. It has power to transfer a subject from the 

State List to Union List for a specified 

Period by effective majority. 
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3. It can endorse Emergency under Article 

352 for a limited period even when the Lok 

Sabha remains dissolved. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

Incorrect? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) All the above. 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The Upper House also has some special 

powers, such as: 

 Power to transfer a subject from the State 

List to Union List for a specified period 

(Article 249). 

 To create additional All-India Services 

(Article 312). Likewise, Rajya Sabha can 

also disband an existing All India service. 

To endorse Emergency under Article 352 

for a limited period when the Lok Sabha 

remains dissolved. 

 Statement 2 is Incorrect - Article 249 of the 

constitution provides that Rajya Sabha by a 

resolution passed by 2/3 of its members 

present and voting i.e special majority, may 

authorize the Parliament to pass laws on a 

matter in the state list, in the national 

interest. (Effective majority - 50% of the 

strength, strength is calculated by 

subtracting vacant seats from total 

strength). 

10. Consider the following statements regarding 

the POCSO Act, 2019: 

1. The Act increased minimum punishment 

for Penetrative Sexual Assault from 7 years 

to 10 years. 

2. It also provides for with imprisonment 

between 20 years to life, with fine if person 

commits penetrative sexual assault on child 

below age of 16 years. 

3. The Act also defines child pornography as 

any visual depiction of sexually explicit 

conduct that involves child such as 

photograph, video, digital or even 

computer-generated image 

Indistinguishable from Actual Child. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Penetrative sexual assault: The Act 

increased minimum punishment for this 

offence from 7 years to 10 years. It also 

provides for with imprisonment between 

20 years to life, with fine if person commits 

penetrative sexual assault on child below 

age of 16 years. 

 Aggravated penetrative sexual assault: The 

Act added two more grounds to definition 

of aggravated penetrative sexual assault. 
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These include: (i) assault resulting in death 

of child and (ii) assault committed during 

natural calamity or in any similar situations 

of violence. It also increases minimum 

punishment from 10 years to 20 years, and 

maximum punishment to death penalty. 

 Aggravated sexual assault: The Act added 

two more offences to definition of 

aggravated sexual assault. These include: 

(i) assault committed during natural 

calamity and (ii) administrating or help in 

administering any chemical substance or 

any hormone to child for the purpose of 

attaining early sexual maturity. 

 Child Pornography: The Act defines 

child pornography as any visual depiction 

of sexually explicit conduct that involves 

child such as photograph, video, digital or 

even computer-generated image 

indistinguishable from actual child. It also 

enhances punishments for certain offences 

related to child pornography. 

 Storage of Pornographic Material: It 

increased punishment for storage of 

pornographic material with imprisonment 

between three to five years, or fine, or both. 

In addition, it also adds two other offences 

for storage of pornographic material 

involving children. These include: (i) 

transmitting, displaying, distributing such 

material except for the purpose of reporting 

it and (ii) failing to destroy or delete or 

report pornographic material involving 

child. 

 So, all the three statements are correct. 
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