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1. Consider the following statements: 

1. Only elected members of the State 

Legislative Assemblies can vote in a Rajya 

Sabha election. 

2. Vacancies that arise due to resignation, 

death or disqualification are filled up 

through by-polls after which those elected 

serve out the remainder of their 

predecessors’ term. 

3. The Delhi, Puducherry and J&K 

Assemblies elect members to the Rajya 

Sabha to represent the three UTs. 

Which of the statements given above is/are not 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 A third of MPs in the Rajya Sabha (which 

is a permanent House and is not subject to 

dissolution), from each State, retire once in 

two years and polls are held to fill up the 

vacancies. 

 Only elected members of the State 

Legislative Assemblies can vote in a Rajya 

Sabha election. So statement 1 is correct. 

 The legislators send a batch of new 

members to the Upper House every two 

years for a six-year term. 

 

 In addition, vacancies that arise due to 

resignation, death or disqualification are 

filled up through by-polls after which those 

elected serve out the remainder of their 

predecessors’ term. So statement 2 is 

correct. 

 A bloc of MPs belonging to one or more 

parties can elect a member of their choice 

if they have the requisite numbers. 

 This is to avoid the principle of majority, 

which would mean that only candidates put 

up by ruling parties in the respective States 

will be elected. 

 The Delhi and Puducherry Assemblies 

elect members to the Rajya Sabha to 

represent the two UTs. 

 The four representatives of Jammu and 

Kashmir were chosen by the President on 

the recommendation of the State 

Government as required by the 

Constitution. So statement 3 is not 

correct. 

 

2. Which of the following Reports are 

published/released by UNEP? 

1. Emissions gap Report. 

2. Global Environment Outlook. 

3. Ambient Air pollution Report. 

4. Actions on Air Quality 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 
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(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 3 and 4 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, the United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP)’s Emissions Gap 

Report 2021 has been published. 

 Ambient Air pollution report is released by 

WHO. 

 All other three reports are 

released/published by UNEP. 

 

3. Consider the following pairs: 

                  Species     IUCN Status 

1. Irawaddy Dolphin          

-  Critically Endangered 

2. Indus River Dolphin      -       Endangered 

3. Ganges River Dolphin   -       Vulnerable 

Which of the pair(s) given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) None 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 All the three are classified as Endangered 

under IUCN. 

 

 

 

 

4. Which of the statement(s) given blow is/are 

correct regarding the Indus River Dolphin? 

1. The Indus River dolphin is a fresh water 

dolphin and they are endemic to Indus 

River in Pakistan. 

2. It is a national aquatic animal of Pakistan 

as well as state aquatic animal of Punjab 

state in India. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The Indus River dolphin is classified as 

endangered by the International Union for 

the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and, 

until recently, it was believed that these 

dolphins were endemic to Pakistan.  

 But in 2007, a remnant but viable 

population of Indus dolphins was 

discovered in Punjab’s Harike wildlife 

sanctuary and in the lower Beas River.  

 Since its discovery, research is being done 

by Punjab’s Department of Forests and 

Wildlife Preservation in partnership with 

WWF-India on the current distribution, 

habitat use and population abundance of 

the mammal.  
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 The Indus River dolphin was declared the 

State aquatic animal of Punjab in 2019. 

 It is also a National Aquatic Animal of 

Pakistan. India’s Aquatic Animal is 

Gangetic River Dolphin. 

 

5. Electoral bonds are sold by 

(a) All the Scheduled Commercial Banks in 

India 

(b) All the Scheduled Public Sector Banks in 

India 

(c) All the Scheduled Private Sector Banks in 

India 

(d) Only a few designated branches of the 

State Bank of India 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 State Bank of India (SBI) has been 

authorised to issue and encash Electoral 

Bonds through its 29 Authorized Branches. 

No other bank can undertake these 

Functions. 

 

6. With respect to Defamation in India, which of 

the following statements is/are correct? 

1. Defamation is civil as well as criminal 

wrong. 

2. The civil law of defamation is not codified 

whereas the criminal law is codified.  

3. The right to reputation is an integral part of 

Article 21 of the Constitution. 

Options: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Defamation means “The offence of 

injuring a person’s character, fame, or 

reputation by false and malicious 

statements”. In other words, defamation is 

nothing but causing damage to the 

reputation of another. 

 In India, defamation could both be a civil 

and a criminal offence. 

 The criminal law on defamation is 

contained in sections 499 to 502 of the 

Indian Penal Code, 1860. But the civil law 

of defamation is not codified. 

 In the Subramanian Swamy v. Union of 

India case, the apex court held that the 

reputation of an individual is a basic 

element under Article 21 of the 

Constitution. 

 

7. Which of the following statements is/are 

correct? 

1. Index of Eight Core Industries (ICI) is 

released by the Department for Promotion 

of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), 

Ministry of Commerce & Industry. 

2. The ICI is released every six months.  

Options: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 
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(c) Both 

(d) None  

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The Office of Economic Adviser, 

Department for Promotion of Industry and 

Internal Trade under the Ministry of 

Commerce & Industry releases the Index of 

Eight Core Industries (ICI).  

 ICI measures combined and individual 

performance of production in selected eight 

core industries viz. Coal, Crude Oil, 

Natural Gas, Refinery Products, Fertilizers, 

Steel, Cement and Electricity. The Eight 

Core Industries comprise 40.27 per cent of 

the weight of items included in the Index of 

Industrial Production (IIP). 

 It is a monthly index. ICI for a reference 

month is released with a time lag of one 

month on the last day of the Next Month. 

 

8. In context to the ‘Samudrayaan mission’, 

consider the following statements: 

1. It is launched by the Ministry of Earth 

Sciences (MoES). 

2. It aims to send men into the deep sea in a 

submersible vehicle for deep-ocean 

exploration and mining of rare minerals. 

3. The MATSYA 6000 is a manned 

submersible vehicle to go for deep 

underwater studies. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, the Ministry of Earth Sciences 

(MoES) has launched India’s first manned 

ocean mission “Samudrayaan” in Chennai.  

 With this Unique Ocean Mission, India 

joined the elite club of nations such as the 

US, Russia, France, Japan, and China to 

have niche technology and vehicles to carry 

out subsea activities. 

 It is India’s first unique manned ocean 

mission that aims to send men into the deep 

sea in a submersible vehicle for deep-ocean 

exploration and mining of rare minerals. 

Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

 It will send three persons in a manned 

submersible vehicle MATSYA 6000 to a 

depth of 6000 metres into the sea for deep 

underwater studies.  

 

9. In context to the ‘SWAMIH fund’, consider the 

following statements: 

1. It aims to provide financing to enable 

completion of stalled housing projects. 

2. It was set up as a Category-II Alternative 

Investment Fund in 2019. 

3. The Reserve Bank of India is the sponsor 

of the fund. 
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Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, the SWAMIH (Special Window 

for Affordable & Mid-Income Housing) 

fund has made its first complete exit from 

an investment made for completion of a 

residential project in Mumbai. 

 It has already completed over 1,500 homes 

in seven projects and is on track to 

complete at least 10,000 homes every year. 

 It aims to provide financing to enable 

completion of stalled housing projects and 

ensure delivery of apartments to 

homebuyers. This is a government backed 

fund that was set up as a Category-II AIF 

(Alternate Investment Fund) debt fund 

registered with SEBI (Securities and 

Exchange Board of India), launched in 

2019.  

 The Investment Manager of the Fund is SBI 

(State Bank of India) CAP Ventures, a 

wholly-owned subsidiary of SBI Capital 

Markets, which in turn is a wholly-owned 

subsidiary of the SBI. 

 The Sponsor of the Fund is the Secretary, 

Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry 

of Finance, on behalf of the Government of 

India.  

 

10. The Emissions Gap Report, sometimes seen in 

news is being released by which of the 

following institutions? 

(a) International Atomic Energy Agency 

(b) International Energy Agency 

(c) United Nations Environment Programme 

(d) United Nations Development Programme 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The Emissions Gap Report is published by 

the United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP). 

 Recently the twelfth edition of the 

Emissions Gap Report 2021 has been 

released. 

 It informs that the new national climate 

pledges combined with other mitigation 

measures put the world on track for a global 

temperature rise of 2.7°C by the end of the 

Century. 
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1. Consider the following statements: 

1. Net-zero, which is also referred to as 

carbon-neutrality, means that a country 

would bring down its emissions to zero. 

2. India, the world’s third biggest emitter of 

greenhouse gases, after the US and China, 

is the only major player holding out of 

Carbon Neutrality. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Net-zero, which is also referred to as 

carbon-neutrality, does not mean that a 

country would bring down its emissions to 

zero.  

 Rather, net-zero is a state in which a 

country’s emissions are compensated by 

absorption and removal of greenhouse 

gases from the atmosphere. So, statement 

1 is not correct. 

 Absorption of the emissions can be 

increased by creating more carbon sinks 

such as forests, while removal of gases 

from the atmosphere requires futuristic 

technologies such as carbon capture and 

storage. 

 

 Several other countries, including the UK 

and France, have already enacted laws 

promising to achieve a net-zero emission 

scenario by the middle of the century. Even 

China has promised to go net-zero by 2060. 

 The European Union is working a similar 

Europe-wide law, while many other 

countries including Canada, South Korea, 

Japan and Germany have expressed their 

intention to commit themselves to a net-

zero future. 

 India will achieve net zero emissions latest 

by 2070, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

said at the COP26 summit in Glasgow 

recently. So, statement 2 is not correct. 

 

2. Consider the following statements regarding 

the Green Crackers: 

1. Green crackers do not contain harmful 

chemicals that would cause air pollution.  

2.  Safe Water Releaser (SWAS), Safe 

Thermite Cracker (STAR) and Safe 

Minimal Aluminium (SAFAL) are some of 

the Green Crackers. 

3. They have the unique property of releasing 

water vapor and/or air as the dust 

suppressant and diluent for gaseous 

emissions but have less matching 

performance in sound with conventional 

crackers. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 
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(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 “Green crackers” are so named because 

they do not contain harmful chemicals that 

would cause air pollution. Components in 

firecrackers are replaced with others that 

are “less dangerous” and “less harmful” to 

the atmosphere. So, statement 1 is correct. 

 Scientists at Central Electrochemical 

Research Institute (CECRI), Indian 

Institute of Chemical Technology, National 

Botanical Research Institute and National 

Chemical Laboratory have developed few 

“Green Crackers” such as Safe Water 

Releaser (SWAS), Safe Thermite Cracker 

(STAR) and Safe Minimal Aluminium 

(SAFAL). So, statement 2 is correct. 

 They have the unique property of releasing 

water vapor and/or air as the dust 

suppressant and diluent for gaseous 

emissions and have matching 

performance in sound with conventional 

crackers. So, statement 3 is not correct. 

 

3. The Supreme Court in 2018 ordered the ban of 

fire crackers and gave various regulations 

which was one of the instances of Judicial 

Activism.  

Which of the following statements are correct 

about judicial activism? 

1. It is the process of law making by judges 

2. It is the practice in the judiciary of 

protecting individual rights 

3. Judges depart from strict adherence to 

Judicial Precedents 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 In judicial activism, judicial power is 

exercised by judges in favour of 

progressive social policies calling for 

social engineering, by departing from the 

principle of strict adherence to a judicial 

precedent.  

 It is meant to protect or expand individual 

rights and therefore, also referred as the 

process of lawmaking by judges. 

 So, all the three statements are correct. 

 

4. With reference to the Socially Educational and 

Backward Class (SEBC), which of the 

statement(s) given below is/are not correct? 

1. The President alone is empowered to 

identify SEBCs and include them in a list 

to be published under Article 342A (1) of 

the Constitution. 

2. The States could only make suggestions to 

the President or the statutory commissions 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


044-

26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

 UPSC NOVEMBER - 2021 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 02 

           3 | P a g e  

 
 Daily Current Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests www.iasgatewayy.com 

   

concerned for inclusion, exclusion or 

modification of castes and communities to 

be included in the List. 

3. Once published, under Article 342A (1), 

the list can only be amended through a law 

enacted by Parliament. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Parliament recently passed a constitutional 

amendment aimed at restoring the rights of 

the States and the Union Territories to 

maintain their own list of socially and 

educationally backward classes (SEBCs), 

commonly known as Other Backward 

Classes (OBCs). 

 The Bill seeks to restore the power of State 

governments to identify Other Backward 

Classes that are socially and economically 

backward. 

 Please note that In May 2021, the Supreme 

Court, in an order, had empowered only the 

Central government for such identification.  

 The Bill amends this to provide that the 

President may notify the list of socially and 

educationally backward classes only for 

purposes of the central government. 

 This central list will be prepared and 

maintained by the central government. The 

Bill enables states and union territories to 

prepare their own list of socially and 

educationally backward classes. 

 This list must be made by law, and may 

differ from the central list. 

 Article 338B of the Constitution mandates 

the central and state governments to consult 

the NCBC on all major policy matters 

affecting the socially and educationally 

backward classes. 

 

5. Which of the following reports are published 

by International Monetary Fund (IMF)? 

1. Global Financial Stability Report (GFSR) 

2. Travel & Tourism Competitiveness Report 

3. World Economic Outlook 

Options: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Important publications of International 

Monetary Fund (IMF): 

 World Economic Outlook 

 Global Financial Stability Report 

 Fiscal Monitor 

 Global Policy Agenda 
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 Travel & Tourism Competitiveness Report 

is brought out by the World Economic 

Forum 

 

6. Which of the following statements is/are 

Incorrect? 

1. Arabica is mild coffee and has higher 

market value compared to Robusta beans. 

2. Robusta is susceptible to pests & diseases 

such as White Stem Borer and requires 

more shade than Arabica 

Options: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 

(d) None 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The two main varieties of coffee viz., 

Arabica and Robusta are grown in India. 

 Arabica is mild coffee, but the beans being 

more aromatic, it has higher market value 

compared to Robusta beans. On the other 

hand Robusta has more strength and is, 

therefore, used in making various blends. 

 Arabica is grown at higher altitudes than 

Robusta.  

 The cool and equable temperature, ranging 

between 15 degree Celsius to 25 degree 

Celsius, is suitable for Arabica while for 

Robusta, hot and humid climate with 

temperature ranging from 20 degree 

Celsius to 30 degree Celsius is suitable. 

Arabica requires more care & nurture and 

is more suitable for large holdings whereas 

Robusta is suitable irrespective of size of 

the farm. 

 The harvest of Arabica takes place between 

November to January, while for Robusta it 

is December to February. 

 Arabica is susceptible to pests & diseases 

such as White Stem Borer, leaf rust etc., 

and requires more shade than Robusta. 

 

7. With respect to Bridgmanite, which of the 

following statements is/are correct? 

1. It is the most volumetrically abundant 

mineral of the Earth’s Interior. 

2. It is present in the Lower Mantle 

Options: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 

(d) None 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Bridgmanite is the most volumetrically 

abundant mineral in the interior of the 

Earth. It is present in the lower mantle 

(from 660 to 2700 km). 

 Bridgmanite consists of magnesium, iron, 

calcium and aluminum oxide and has a 

perovskite structure. 

 A perovskite is any material with a crystal 

structure similar to the mineral called 
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perovskite, which consists of calcium 

titanium oxide (CaTiO3) 

 

8. In context to the Personal Data Protection Law, 

2019, consider the following: 

1. It derives its inspiration from the landmark 

K.S. Puttaswamy judgement of 2017. 

2. The Right to be Forgotten is also a part of 

this law. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The Personal Data Protection (PDP) Law, 

commonly referred to as the “Privacy Bill” 

and intends to protect individual rights by 

regulating the collection, movement, and 

processing of data that is personal, or which 

can identify the individual. 

 It derives its inspiration from a previous 

draft version prepared by a committee 

headed by retired Justice B N Srikrishna. 

 The Supreme Court in the Puttaswamy 

judgement (2017) held that the right to 

privacy is a fundamental right. 

 The Bill gives the government powers to 

authorise the transfer of certain types of 

personal data overseas and has given 

exceptions allowing government agencies 

to collect personal data of citizens. 

 A Data Protection Authority has been 

envisaged for ensuring the compliance of 

the law. 

 It also mentions ‘Right to be Forgotten’. It 

states that the “data principal (the person to 

whom the data is related) shall have the 

right to restrict or prevent the continuing 

disclosure of his personal data by a data 

Fiduciary”.  

 

9. In context to the Unique Identification 

Authority of India (UIDAI), consider the 

following: 

1. It is a statutory body under the jurisdiction 

of the Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology. 

2. It is mandated to assign a 16-digit unique 

identification number (Aadhaar) to all the 

residents of India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Unique Identification Authority of India 

(UIDAI) is a statutory authority established 

on 12th July 2016 by the Government of 

India under the jurisdiction of the Ministry 
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of Electronics and Information 

Technology, following the provisions of 

the Aadhaar Act 2016.  

 The UIDAI is mandated to assign a 12-digit 

unique identification (UID) number 

(Aadhaar) to all the residents of India.  

 The UIDAI was initially set up by the 

Government of India in January 2009, as an 

attached office under the aegis of the 

Planning Commission. 

 

10. Consider the following, with regard to 

Sundarban National Park? 

1. It is mangrove forest, on the delta of the 

Ganges, Brahmaputra and Meghna rivers 

on the Bay of Bengal. 

2. It is listed under the World Heritage Marine 

Programme. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Sundarban National Park is located in the 

south-east of Kolkata in the District of 

West Bengal and forms part of the Gangetic 

Delta. 

 The Sundarbans are mangrove forest, on 

the delta of the Ganges, Brahmaputra and 

Meghna rivers on the Bay of Bengal.  

 The area is known for its wide range of 

fauna. It is home to many rare and globally 

threatened wildlife species such as the 

estuarine crocodile, Royal Bengal Tiger, 

Water monitor lizard, Gangetic dolphin, 

and olive ridley turtles. 

 India’s Sundarban National Park is the only 

listed site under this World Heritage 

Marine Programme.  

 It is a global collection of unique ocean 

places stretching from the tropics to the 

poles. 

 Today, the List includes 50 unique ocean 

places across 37 countries – recognized for 

their unique marine biodiversity, singular 

Ecosystem, unique geological processes or 

Incomparable Beauty. 
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1. With reference to the ‘New York Declaration 

on Forests’, which of the following statements 

are correct? 

1. It was first endorsed at the United Nations 

Climate Summit in 2014. 

2. It is a non-voluntary and binding 

international declaration to take action to 

halt global deforestation.  

3. Only Governments of various countries 

are Signatory to the Declaration. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The New York Declaration on Forests 

(NYDF) was endorsed at the United 

Nations Climate Summit in September 

2014.  New York Declaration on Forests 

(NYDF) emphasises ten goals which 

includes halting natural forest loss by 

2030. The targets also include restoring 

350 million hectares of degraded 

landscapes and forestlands, improving 

governance, increasing forest finance, and 

reducing emissions from deforestation and 

forest degradation as part of a post-2020 

global climate agreement.  

 

 The New York Declaration on Forests 

(NYDF) is a voluntary and non-binding 

international declaration to take action to 

halt global deforestation.   

 It has presently over 200 endorsers –

 including national governments, 

subnational governments, companies, 

indigenous groups, financial institutions 

and NGOs. These endorsers have 

committed to doing their part to achieve 

the NYDF goals and follow its 

accompanying action agenda.  

 Presently, India has not signed the New 

York Declaration on Forests (NYDF). 

 

2. Consider the following statement regarding 

the NHRC: 

1. NHRC is a statutory body established 

under the National Human Rights 

Commission Act, 2006. 

2. The commission is a multi-member body 

consisting of a chairman and five 

members with the chairperson should 

being a retired chief justice of India or a 

judge of the Supreme Court 

3. The chairman and members are appointed 

by the President on the recommendations 

of a six-member committee consisting of 

the Prime Minister as its head. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 
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(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• Statutory Body: NHRC was established 

on 12th October, 1993. The statute under 

which it is established is the Protection of 

Human Rights Act (PHRA), 1993 as 

amended by the Protection of Human 

Rights (Amendment) Act, 2006. So, 

statement 1 is not correct. 

✓ The PHRA Act also provides for the 

creation of a State Human Rights 

Commission at the state level. 

• In Line with Paris Principles: Paris 

Principles were adopted for the promotion 

and protection of human rights in October 

1991, and were endorsed by the General 

Assembly of the United Nations in 1993. 

• Watchdog of Human Rights in the 

country: The NHRC is an embodiment of 

India’s concern for the promotion and 

protection of human rights. 

✓ Section 2(1)(d) of the PHRA defines 

Human Rights as the rights relating to 

life, liberty, equality and dignity of the 

individual guaranteed by the 

Constitution or embodied in the 

International Covenants and 

enforceable by courts in India. 

 

 

• Composition: The commission is a multi-

member body consisting of a chairman 

and five members. The chairperson should 

be a retired chief justice of India or a 

judge of the Supreme Court. So, 

statement 2 is correct. 

• Appointment: The chairman and 

members are appointed by the President 

on the recommendations of a six-member 

committee consisting of the Prime 

Minister as its head, the Speaker of the 

Lok Sabha, the Deputy Chairman of the 

Rajya Sabha, leaders of the Opposition in 

both the Houses of Parliament and the 

Union Home Minister. So, statement 3 is 

correct. 

• Tenure: The chairman and members hold 

office for a term of three years or until 

they attain the age of 70 years, whichever 

is earlier. The President can remove the 

chairman or any member from the office 

under some circumstances. 

 

3. Which of the following directions were given 

by Prakash Singh vs Union of India Judgment 

on Police Reforms: 

1. Ensure that the DGP is appointed through 

merit based transparent process and secure 

a minimum tenure of three years. 

2. Ensure that other police officers on 

operational duties are also provided a 

minimum tenure of two years. 
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3. Separate the investigation and law & order 

functions of the police. 

4. Set up a Police Complaints Authority 

(PCA) at state level to inquire into public 

complaints against the police personnel 

below the rank of Deputy Superintendent 

of Police in cases of serious misconduct. 

5. Set up a National Security Commission 

(NSC) at the union level to prepare a panel 

for selection and placement of Chiefs of 

the Central Police Organisations (CPO) 

with a minimum tenure of Two Years. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Prakash Singh, who served as DGP of UP 

Police and Assam Police besides other 

postings, filed a PIL in the Supreme Court 

post retirement, in 1996, seeking police 

reforms. 

 In a landmark judgment, the Supreme 

Court in September 2006 had directed all 

states and Union Territories with 7 

directions to bring in police reforms. 

 In passing these directives the Court put 

on record the deep rooted problems of 

politicization, lack of accountability 

mechanisms and systemic weaknesses that 

have resulted in poor all round 

performance and fomented present public 

dissatisfaction with policing. The 

directives are:- 

 Constitute a State Security Commission 

(SSC) to: 

 Ensure that the state government does 

not exercise unwarranted influence or 

pressure on the police, 

 Lay down broad policy guideline and 

 Evaluate the performance of the state 

police. 

 Ensure that the DGP is appointed 

through merit based transparent process 

and secure a minimum tenure of two 

years. 

 Ensure that other police officers on 

operational duties (including 

Superintendents of Police in-charge of a 

district and Station House Officers in-

charge of a police station) are also 

provided a minimum tenure of two 

years. 

 Separate the investigation and law & 

order functions of the police. 

 Set up a Police Establishment Board 

(PEB) to decide transfers, postings, 

promotions and other service related 

matters of police officers of and below the 

rank of Deputy Superintendent of Police 

and make recommendations on postings 

and transfers above the rank of Deputy 

Superintendent of Police. 
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 Set up a Police Complaints Authority 

(PCA) at state level to inquire into public 

complaints against police officers of and 

above the rank of Deputy Superintendent 

of Police in cases of serious misconduct, 

including custodial death, grievous hurt, or 

rape in police custody and at district levels 

to inquire into public complaints against 

the police personnel below the rank of 

Deputy Superintendent of Police in cases 

of serious misconduct. 

 Set up a National Security Commission 

(NSC) at the union level to prepare a panel 

for selection and placement of Chiefs of 

the Central Police Organisations (CPO) 

with a minimum tenure of two years. 

 

4. Consider the following statements: 

1. Global Methane Pledge is an UNFCCC 

led effort to cut methane emissions by a 

third by the end of this decade. 

2. It sets a target of cutting at least 30% from 

global methane emissions, based on 2020 

levels, by 2030. 

3. Approximately 40% of methane emitted is 

from natural sources and about 60% 

comes from human-influenced sources, 

including livestock farming, rice 

agriculture, biomass burning and so forth. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Global Methane Pledge is an US-EU led 

effort to cut methane emissions by a third 

by the end of this decade. So, statement 1 

is not correct. 

 The announcement came ahead of 26th 

Conference of the Parties (COP26) of 

United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (UNFCCC) in Glasgow, 

UK. This will also help in abiding by the 

targets of the Paris climate deal. 

 The pact between the US and the EU sets 

a target of cutting at least 30% from global 

methane emissions, based on 2020 levels, 

by 2030. So, statement 2 is correct. 

 If adopted around the world, this would 

reduce global heating by 0.2C by the 

2040s, compared with likely temperature 

rises by then. The world is now about 

1.2C hotter now than in pre-industrial 

times. 

 Methane is the simplest hydrocarbon, 

consisting of one carbon atom and four 

hydrogen atoms (CH4). It is flammable 

and a powerful greenhouse gas which is 

used as a fuel worldwide. 

 Approximately 40% of methane emitted is 

from natural sources and about 60% 

comes from human-influenced sources,  
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 including livestock farming, rice 

agriculture, biomass burning and so forth. 

So, statement 1 is correct. 

 It is nearly 80-85 times more potent than 

carbon dioxide in terms of its global 

warming capacity. This makes it a critical 

target for reducing global warming more 

quickly while simultaneously working to 

reduce other greenhouse gases. Increasing 

emissions are driving a rise in 

tropospheric ozone air pollution, which 

causes more than one million premature 

Deaths Annually. 

 

5. Consider the following, with regard to 

‘Bhasha Sangam’: 

1. It is an initiative of the Ministry of Culture 

under Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat. 

2. It aims to teach basic sentences of 

everyday usage in 22 Indian languages. 

3. It is developed by the National Council of 

Educational Research and Training 

(NCERT). 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, the Ministry of Education 

launched various initiatives under Ek 

Bharat Shreshtha Bharat (EBSB) to 

commemorate Rashtriya Ekta Diwas. 

 Bhasha Sangam is an initiative of the 

Ministry of Education under Ek Bharat 

Shreshtha Bharat, to teach basic sentences 

of everyday usage in 22 Indian languages 

(Eight Schedule languages). 

 It is developed by the National Council of 

Educational Research and Training 

(NCERT).  

 The idea is that people should acquire 

basic conversational skills in an Indian 

language other than their mother tongue. 

 It is available on DIKSHA, ePathshala and 

through 22 booklets. 

 Other initiatives launched include Bhasha 

Sangam Mobile App and the Ek Bharat 

Shreshtha Bharat (EBSB) Quiz App. 

 

6. Which of the following Committees of the 

Constituent Assembly was headed by Sardar 

Vallabhbhai Patel? 

1. Advisory Committee on Fundamental 

Rights. 

2. Committee on Minorities and Tribal and 

Excluded Areas. 

3. Provincial Constitution Committee 

4. Union Power Committee 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 3 and 4 only 

(c) 4 only 
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(d) 1, 2, and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel was the first 

Home Minister and Deputy Prime 

Minister of India. 

 He played an important role in the 

integration of many Indian princely states 

to make an Indian federation. 

 He Headed various Committees of the 

Constituent Assembly of India, namely: 

 Advisory Committee on Fundamental 

Rights. Committee on Minorities and 

Tribal and Excluded Areas. 

 Provincial Constitution Committee 

 The Union Power Committee was headed 

by Jawaharlal Nehru. 

 

7. Consider the following, with regard to Union 

Territory of Ladakh: 

1. It extends from the Siachen Glacier in the 

north to the main Great Himalayas in the 

south. 

2. The Kargil district of Ladakh is home to 

the Indus, Shyok and Nubra river valleys. 

3. Naku La, where the recent India-China 

standoff took place along the LAC, is 

located in Ladakh. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

not correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Ladakh was established as a Union 

Territory (UT) of India on 31st October 

2019, following the enactment of the 

Jammu and Kashmir Reorganization Act. 

 Before that, it was part of the Jammu and 

Kashmir state.It is the largest and the 

second least populous union territory of 

India. It extends from the Siachen Glacier 

in the Karakoram Range to the north to the 

main Great Himalayas to the south.  

 The eastern end, consisting of the 

uninhabited Aksai Chin Plains, is claimed 

by the Indian Government as part of 

Ladakh, and has been under Chinese 

control since 1962. The largest town in 

Ladakh is Leh, followed by Kargil, each 

of which headquarters a district. The Leh 

district contains the Indus, Shyok and 

Nubra River Valleys.  The Kargil district 

contains the Suru, Dras and Zanskar river 

valleys. Earlier, in 2020 Indian and 

Chinese troops were engaged in a 

temporary and short duration face-off 

along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) at 

Naku La (Sikkim) and near Pangong Tso 

Lake (Eastern Ladakh).  

 However, recently India and China have 

agreed in principle to disengage at a key 

patrol point in Eastern Ladakh. 
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8. Who among of the following Mughal 

Emperors shifted emphasis from illustrated 

manuscripts to album and individual portrait?  

(a) Humayun 

(b) Akbar 

(c) Jahangir 

(d) Shah Jahan 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Jahangir shifted emphasis from illustrated 

manuscripts to the album and individual 

portraits. 

 

9. Which of these nations is not a part of the 

BASIC group of nations? 

(a) South Africa 

(b) China 

(c) Bangladesh 

(d) India 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The BASIC countries (also Basic 

countries or BASIC) are a bloc of four 

large newly industrialized countries – 

Brazil, South Africa, India and China. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Consider the following statements with 

regards to Ganges River Dolphins and choose 

the correct ones:  

1. They are listed as ‘endangered’ on the 

IUCN red list. 

2. It is the national aquatic animal of India. 

3. It features in Schedule II of the Wildlife 

Protection Act, 1972. 

Which of these statements are correct? 

(a) 1 & 2 only 

(b) 2 & 3 only 

(c) 1 & 3 only 

(d) All of the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 IUCN red list of Threatened Species has 

given the status of ‘Endangered’ to the 

Ganges River Dolphin. 

 The Ganges River Dolphin, also called 

‘Susu,’ is the National Aquatic Animal of 

India. 

 The species is included in the Wildlife 

Protection Act, 1972– Schedule I. It 

makes it prohibited to be hunted 

throughout India, except under threat to 

human life. 
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1. Consider the following statements: 

1. In India, clinical trials of new drugs and 

vaccines, and their approvals, are 

governed by the Drugs and Clinical Trials 

Rules, 2019.  

2. The regulatory authority in India is the 

Central Drugs Standard Control 

Organisation (CDSCO). 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Vaccines and medicines, and even 

diagnostic tests and medical devices, 

require the approval of a regulatory 

authority before they can be administered. 

 In India, clinical trials of new drugs and 

vaccines, and their approvals, are 

governed by the Drugs and Clinical Trials 

Rules, 2019. The regulatory authority is 

the Central Drugs Standard Control 

Organisation (CDSCO). 

 For vaccines and medicines, approval is 

granted after an assessment of their safety 

and effectiveness, based on data from 

trials. 

 So, both statements are correct. 

 

 

2. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Emergency Use Listing Procedure 

(EUL) is a risk-based procedure for 

assessing and listing unlicensed vaccines 

only with the ultimate aim of expediting 

the availability of these products to people 

affected by a public health emergency. 

2. Emergency Use Authorisation is given by 

the WHO. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The WHO Emergency Use Listing 

Procedure (EUL) is a risk-based procedure 

for assessing and listing unlicensed 

vaccines, therapeutics and in vitro 

diagnostics with the ultimate aim of 

expediting the availability of these 

products to people affected by a public 

health emergency. So, statement 1 is not 

correct, but statement 2 is correct. 

 To be eligible, the following criteria must 

be met: 

 The disease for which the product is 

intended is serious or immediately life 

threatening, has the potential of causing an 
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  outbreak, epidemic or pandemic and it is 

reasonable to consider the product for an 

EUL assessment, e.g., there are no 

licensed products for the indication or for 

a critical subpopulation (e.g., children). 

 Existing products have not been successful 

in eradicating the disease or preventing 

outbreaks (in the case of vaccines and 

medicines). 

 The product is manufactured in 

compliance with current Good 

Manufacturing Practices (GMP) in the 

case of medicines and vaccines and under 

a functional Quality Management System 

(QMS) in the case of IVDs. 

 The applicant undertakes to complete the 

development of the product (validation 

and verification of the product in the case 

of IVDs) and apply for WHO 

prequalification once the product is 

licensed. 

 

3. Which of the following diseases are 

transmitted by Aedes aegypti mosquitos? 

1. Malaria 

2. Zika 

3. Dengue 

4. Chikungunya 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Usually, people get malaria by being 

bitten by an infective female Anopheles 

mosquito. Only Anopheles mosquitoes 

can transmit malaria and they must have 

been infected through a previous blood 

meal taken from an infected person. 

 Aedes aegypti mosquitoes are 

responsible for transmitting dengue, 

chikungunya and Zika virus. So, answer 

is c. 

 

4. Consider the following statements: 

1. Nuclear Enrichment increases the 

proportion of U-235 through the process 

of isotope separation. 

2. For nuclear reactors, enrichment is 

required up to 90% or more which is 

known as Highly Enriched Uranium/ 

reactor-grade uranium. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Natural uranium consists of two different 

isotopes - nearly 99% U-238 and only 

around 0.7% of U-235. 
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 U-235 is a fissile material that can sustain 

a chain reaction in a nuclear reactor. 

 Enrichment process increases the 

proportion of U-235 through the process 

of isotope separation (U-238 is separated 

from U-235). So, statement 1 is correct. 

 For nuclear weapons, enrichment is 

required up to 90% or more which is 

known as Highly Enriched 

Uranium/weapons-grade uranium.  

 For nuclear reactors, enrichment is 

required up to 3-4% which is known as 

Low Enriched Uranium/reactor-grade 

uranium. So, statement 2 is not correct. 

 

5. Consider the following statements with 

regards to Ayushman CAPF scheme: 

1. It will provide healthcare services to the 

serving and retired CAPF personnel from 

all seven forces, viz. Assam Rifles, BSF, 

CISF, CRPF, ITBP, NSG and SSB, and 

their dependents through the Ayushman 

Bharat PM-JAY IT platform. 

2. A dedicated call centre for support and 

grievance redressal for CAPF personnel 

has also been set up. 

3. Under this scheme, any medical expense 

done by the CAPF personnel will be 

reimbursed up to the limit of Rs. 5 lakh 

per family. 

Which of these statements are Incorrect? 

(a) 1 & 2 only 

(b) 2 & 3 only 

(c) 1 & 3 only 

(d) All of the above 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The government has extended the 

Ayushman CAPF healthcare scheme 

benefits to the personnel of all Central 

Armed Police Forces (CAPFs), viz.  

Assam Rifles, BSF, CISF, CRPF, ITBP, 

NSG and SSB, and their dependents. It is 

not extended to retired personnel. 

 The scheme Provides cashless medical 

cover. 

 

6. Consider the following statements: 

1. The motion to impeach a Judge of the 

Supreme Court of India cannot be rejected 

by the Speaker of the Lok Sabha as per the 

Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968. 

2. The Constitution of India defines and 

gives details of what constitutes 

‘incapacity and proved misbehaviour’ of 

the Judges of the Supreme Court of India. 

3. The details of the process of impeachment 

of the Judges of the Supreme Court of 

India are given in the Judges (Inquiry) 

Act, 1968. 

4. If the motion for the impeachment of a 

Judge is taken up for voting, the law 

requires the motion to be backed by each 

House of the Parliament and supported by 

a majority of total membership of that 

House and by not less than two-thirds of 
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total members of that House present and 

voting. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 3 and 4 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The Speaker may admit or reject the 

motion. 

 The Constitution of India does not define 

or provide any detail of what constitutes 

‘Incapacity and proved Misbehavior’. 

 

7. Countering America’s Adversaries Through 

Sanctions Act (CAATSA), a United States 

federal law, does not impose sanctions on 

which of the following nations? 

(a) Afghanistan 

(b) Iran 

(c) North Korea 

(d) Russia 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The Countering America’s Adversaries 

through Sanctions Act (CAATSA) is a 

United States Federal Law that has 

imposed sanctions against Iran, Russia and 

North Korea. 

 

 

8. Molnupiravir, sometimes seen in the news is 

related treating which of the following 

diseases? 

(a) Tuberculosis 

(b) Alzheimer disease 

(c) Covid-19 

(d) Blood cancer 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

About Molnupiravir: 

 Recently, it is claimed that Molnupiravir, 

an oral drug, can cut the risk of 

hospitalisation in Covid-19 patients by 

half, in phase 3 trials. 

 It belongs to a class of broad spectrum 

antiviral drugs called nucleoside 

analogues. 

 They act by interfering with the function 

of viral RNA (Ribonucleic Acids) 

polymerases – which are enzymes that 

make new viral RNA in infected cells. 

 RNA is a polymer of ribonucleotides and 

an important biological macromolecule 

that is present in all biological cells. 

 It is principally involved in the synthesis 

of proteins, carrying the messenger 

instructions from Deoxyribonucleic acid 

(DNA), which itself contains the genetic 

instructions required for the development 

and maintenance of life. 
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 It works by causing viruses to make errors 

when copying their own RNA, introducing 

mutations that inhibit replication.M 

 It was initially invented as a drug for the 

Influenza Virus. 

 

9. In context to the East Asia Summit, consider 

the following: 

1. India is the founding member of the East 

Asia Summit. 

2. It can only be chaired by an ASEAN 

member. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 East Asia Summit, established in 2005, is 

a forum of 18 regional leaders for strategic 

dialogue and cooperation on the key 

political, security, and economic 

challenges facing the Indo-Pacific region. 

 It comprises the ten member states of the 

ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations) which are Brunei, Cambodia, 

Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the 

Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and 

Vietnam. 

 It also includes 8 other countries; 

Australia, China, Japan, India, New 

Zealand, the Republic of Korea, Russia 

and the USA. 

 It is an ASEAN-centred forum so it can 

only be chaired by an ASEAN member.  

 Brunei Darussalam is the chair for 2021. 

India and EAS: 

 India is one of the founding members of 

the East Asia Summit.  

 At the East Asia Summit in Bangkok in 

November 2019, India had unveiled 

India’s Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative 

(IPOI), which is aimed at forging 

partnerships to create a secure and stable 

Maritime Domain. 

 

10. Consider the following, with regard to Prompt 

Corrective Action (PCA): 

1. Its framework enables supervisory 

Intervention of RBI over Banks. 

2. Its framework applies to all banks 

operating in India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) 

framework enables supervisory 

intervention of RBI over Banks at an 
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appropriate time and ensures effective 

market discipline.  

 The framework applies to all banks 

operating in India, including foreign banks 

operating through branches or subsidiaries 

based on breach of risk thresholds of 

Identified Indicators.  

 However, payments banks and small 

finance banks (SFBs) have been removed 

from the list of lenders where prompt 

corrective action can be Initiated. 
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1. Molnupiravir, sometimes seen in the news is 

related treating which of the following 

diseases? 

(a) Tuberculosis 

(b) Alzheimer disease 

(c) Covid-19 

(d) Blood cancer 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

About Molnupiravir: 

 Recently, it is claimed that Molnupiravir, 

an oral drug, can cut the risk of 

hospitalisation in Covid-19 patients by 

half, in phase 3 trials. 

 It belongs to a class of broad-spectrum 

antiviral drugs called nucleoside 

analogues. They act by interfering with the 

function of viral RNA (Ribonucleic Acids) 

polymerases – which are enzymes that 

make new viral RNA in infected cells. 

 RNA is a polymer of ribonucleotides and 

an important biological macromolecule 

that is present in all biological cells. 

 It is principally involved in the synthesis 

of proteins, carrying the messenger 

instructions from Deoxyribonucleic acid 

(DNA), which itself contains the genetic 

instructions required for the development 

and maintenance of life. 

 It works by causing viruses to make errors 

when copying their own RNA, introducing 

mutations that Inhibit Replication 

 It was initially invented as a drug for the 

Influenza Virus. 
 

 

2. In context to the East Asia Summit, consider 

the following: 

1. India is the founding member of the East 

Asia Summit. 

2. It can only be chaired by an ASEAN 

member. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 East Asia Summit, established in 2005, is 

a forum of 18 regional leaders for strategic 

dialogue and cooperation on the key 

political, security, and economic 

challenges facing the Indo-Pacific region. 

 It comprises the ten member states of the 

ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations) which are Brunei, Cambodia, 

Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the 

Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and 

Vietnam. 

 It also includes 8 other countries; 

Australia, China, Japan, India, New 

Zealand, the Republic of Korea, Russia 

and the USA. 
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 It is an ASEAN-centred forum so it can 

only be chaired by an ASEAN member.  

 Brunei Darussalam is the chair for 2021. 

India and EAS: 

 India is one of the founding members of 

the East Asia Summit.  

 At the East Asia Summit in Bangkok in 

November 2019, India had unveiled 

India’s Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative 

(IPOI), which is aimed at forging 

partnerships to create a secure and stable 

Maritime Domain. 

 

3. Consider the following, with regard to Prompt 

Corrective Action (PCA): 

1. Its framework enables supervisory 

intervention of RBI over Banks. 

2. Its framework applies to all banks 

operating in India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) 

framework enables supervisory 

intervention of RBI over Banks at an 

appropriate time and ensures effective 

market discipline.  

 The framework applies to all banks 

operating in India, including foreign banks 

operating through branches or subsidiaries 

based on breach of risk thresholds of 

identified indicators.  

 However, payments banks and small 

finance banks (SFBs) have been removed 

from the list of lenders where prompt 

corrective action can be initiated. 

 

4. Consider the following statements: 

Statement 1: Under UAPA, both Indian and 

foreign nationals and can be charged even if 

crime is committed on a foreign land, outside 

India. 

Statement 2: Under the UAPA, the 

investigating agency can file a charge sheet in 

maximum 180 days after the arrests and the 

duration can be extended further after 

intimating the court. 

Which one of the following is correct in 

respect of the above statements?  

(a) Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 are 

correct and Statement 2 is the correct 

explanation of Statement 1  

(b) Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 are 

correct and Statement 2 is not the correct 

explanation of Statement 1  

(c) Statement 1 is correct but Statement 2 is 

not correct  

(d) Statement 1 is not correct but Statement 2 

is correct 

Answer: b) 
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Explanation: 

 UAPA passed in 1967 aims at effective 

prevention of unlawful activities 

associations in India. 

 Unlawful activity refers to any action 

taken by an individual or association 

intended to disrupt the territorial integrity 

and sovereignty of India. 

 The Act assigns absolute power to the 

central government, by way of which if 

the Centre deems an activity as unlawful 

then it may, by way of an Official Gazette, 

declare it so. It has death penalty and life 

imprisonment as highest punishments. 

 Under UAPA, both Indian and foreign 

nationals can be charged. It will be 

applicable to the offenders in the same 

manner, even if crime is committed on a 

foreign land, outside India. So, statement 

1 is correct. 

 Under the UAPA, the investigating agency 

can file a charge sheet in maximum 180 

days after the arrests and the duration can 

be extended further after intimating the 

court. So, statement 2 is correct. 

 The 2004 amendment, added “terrorist 

act" to the list of offences to ban 

organisations for terrorist activities, under 

which 34 outfits were banned. 

 Till 2004, “unlawful" activities referred to 

actions related to secession and cession of 

territory. 

 In August 2019, Parliament cleared the 

Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 

Amendment Bill, 2019 to designate 

individuals as terrorists if the individual 

commits or participates in acts of 

terrorism, prepares for terrorism, promotes 

terrorism or is otherwise involved in 

terrorism. 

 The Act empowers the Director General of 

National Investigation Agency (NIA) to 

grant approval of seizure or attachment of 

property when the case is investigated by 

the said agency. 

 The Act also empowers the officers of the 

NIA, of the rank of Inspector or above, to 

investigate cases of terrorism in addition 

to those conducted by the DSP or ACP or 

above rank officer in the state. 

 

5. Consider the following statements: 

1. Alcohol does not come under the purview 

of GST as exclusion mandated by 

constitutional provision. 

2. After GST was introduced, State VAT was 

replaced by central GST. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

not correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 
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Explanation: 

 The GST introduction in July 2017 

subsumed many types of excise duty. 

 Today, excise duty applies only on 

petroleum and liquor. 

 Alcohol does not come under the purview 

of GST as exclusion mandated by 

constitutional provision. So, statement 1 

is correct. 

 States levy taxes on alcohol according to 

the same practice as was prevalent before 

the rollout of GST. 

 After GST was introduced, excise duty 

was replaced by central GST because 

excise was levied by the central 

government. So, statement 2 is not 

correct. 

 The revenue generated from CGST goes 

to the Central Government. 

 

Tag: Constitutional Bodies, Regulatory Bodies 

6. Consider the following statements regarding 

the GST Council: 

1. GST Council is a statutory body 

constituted under the Goods and Services 

Tax Act, 2017. 

2. The GST Council is headed by the 

Finance Minister of India. 

3. Decisions are taken after a majority in the 

council with Centre has 1/3rd voting rights 

and states have 2/3rd voting rights. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Goods & Services Tax Council is a 

constitutional body for making 

recommendations to the Union and State 

Government on issues related to Goods 

and Service Tax.  

 As per Article 279A (1) of the amended 

Constitution, the GST Council has to be 

constituted by the President within 60 

days of the commencement of Article 

279A. 

 Its chairman is Finance Minister. 

 It will approve all decision related to 

taxation in the country. 

 It consists of Centre, 28 states, Delhi, 

Puducherry and Jammu and Kashmir. 

 Centre has 1/3rd voting rights and states 

have 2/3rd voting rights. 

 Decisions are taken after a majority in the 

council. 

 Article 279A (4) specifies that the Council 

will make recommendations to the Union 

and the States on the important issues 

related to GST, such as, the goods and 

services will be subject or exempted from 

the Goods and Services Tax. 
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7. Israel is bordered by which of the following 

sea(s)? 

1. Mediterranean Sea 

2. Red Sea 

3. Sea of Galilee 

4. Dead Sea 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Israel is bordered by Mediterranean Sea 

only. Sea of Galilee is a fresh water lake 

in Israel and Dead Sea is a salt lake in 

Israel 

 Mediterranean Sea is in the West of Israel.  

 Red Sea bordering countries are Djibouti, 

Eritrea, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Egypt and 

Yemen. 

 

8. With respect to the SOHO satellite, which of 

the following statements is/are correct? 

1. It is a joint mission of the European Space 

Agency (ESA) and the Japan Aerospace 

Exploration Agency (JAXA).  

2. It is a mission to explore the planet 

Mercury. 

Options: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 

(d) None  

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 SOHO was launched on December 2, 

1995.  

 SOHO, the Solar & Heliospheric 

Observatory, is a project of international 

collaboration between ESA and NASA.  

 SOHO aims to study the Sun from its deep 

core to the outer corona and the solar 

wind. 

 

9. Under the Airports Economic Regulatory 

Authority of India Act, the Centre can 

designate an airport as a ‘Major Airport’ if it 

has an annual passenger traffic of at least  

(a) 20 Lakhs 

(b) 25 lakhs 

(c) 30 lakhs 

(d) 35 lakhs 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 According to the rules of the Airports 

Economic Authority Act of 2008, the 

Centre has the power to recognise an 

airport as a major airport. 

 Under the AERA, the Centre can 

designate an airport as a major airport if it 

has an annual passenger traffic of at least 

35 lakhs. 
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10. Consider the following statements: 

1. Tigray Region the Northernmost regional 

state in Ethiopia is bordered by Eritrea to 

the north and Djibouti to the East. 

2. Ethiopia is the largest landlocked country 

in the world. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 

(d) None  

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The Tigray Region in Ethiopia borders 

Eritrea and Sudan (Not Djibouti).  

 Ethiopia is the sixth largest landlocked 

Country in the world.  

 The largest landlocked country in the 

world is Kazakhstan followed by 

Mongolia, Chad, Niger, Mali. 
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1. Consider the following statements regarding 

the Infrastructure Investment Trusts (InvITs): 

1. It is like a mutual fund, which enables 

direct investment of small amounts of 

money from possible 

individual/institutional investors in 

infrastructure to earn a small portion of the 

income as return. 

2. InvITs can be treated as the modified 

version of REITs designed to suit the 

specific circumstances of the 

infrastructure sector. 

3. They are similar to REIT but invest in 

infrastructure projects such as roads or 

highways which take some time to 

generate steady cash flows. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

What are Infrastructure Investment Trusts 

(InvIT)? 

 It is like a mutual fund, which enables 

direct investment of small amounts of 

money from possible 

individual/institutional investors in 

infrastructure to earn a small portion of the 

income as return. 

 InvITs can be treated as the modified 

version of REITs designed to suit the 

specific circumstances of the 

infrastructure sector. 

 They are similar to REIT but invest in 

infrastructure projects such as roads or 

highways which take some time to 

generate steady cash flows. 

 So, all the three statements are correct. 

What are Real Estate Investment Trusts 

(REIT)? 

 A REIT is roughly like a mutual fund that 

invests in real estate although the 

similarity doesn’t go much further. 

 The basic deal on REITs is that you own a 

share of property, and so an appropriate 

share of the income from it will come to 

you, after deducting an appropriate share 

of expenses. 

 Essentially, it’s like a group of people 

pooling their money together and buying 

real estate except that it’s on a large scale 

and is regulated. 

 

2. Consider the following statements: 

1. The RBI has recently permitted FPIs to 

invest in debt securities issued by InvITs 

and REITs. 

2.  FPIs can acquire debt securities issued by 

InvITs and REITs under the Medium-

Term Framework (MTF) or the Voluntary 

Retention Route (VRR). 
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3. The entry of FPIs in debt financing is 

aimed at decreasing funds for the debt-

ridden infrastructure and real estate 

sectors. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

not correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• An announcement was made in the Union 

Budget 2021-22 that debt financing of 

InvITs and REITs by Foreign Portfolio 

Investors (FPIs) will be enabled by 

making suitable amendments in the 

relevant legislations. 

• Necessary amendments to Foreign 

Exchange Management (Debt 

Instruments) Regulations, 2019, had been 

notified in October.  

• Accordingly, it has been decided to permit 

FPIs to invest in debt securities issued by 

InvITs and REITs. So, statement 1 is 

correct. 

•  FPIs can acquire debt securities issued by 

InvITs and REITs under the Medium-

Term Framework (MTF) or the Voluntary 

Retention Route (VRR). So, statement 2 

is correct. 

 

• Such investments shall be reckoned within 

the limits and shall be subject to the terms 

and conditions for investments by FPIs in 

debt securities under the respective 

regulations. 

• The entry of FPIs in debt financing is 

aimed at increasing funds for the 

infrastructure and real estate sectors. So, 

statement 3 is not correct. 

• The proposed debt financing for REITs 

and InvITs is expected to provide a major 

fillip and will attract more investments for 

the sector. 

• The measures taken for REITs/InvITs for 

debt financing and exempting dividends 

from tax deducted at source pave the way 

for foreign participation in such 

instruments. 

• It will open up a large source of fresh 

funding for the infrastructure and real 

estate sectors in order to ease access of 

finance and augment funds for the infra 

sector. 

• It will also open up a new avenue for FPIs 

to invest in a growing market like India. 

 

3. Which of the following cities are included 

under the UNESCO Creative Cities Network? 

1. Jaipur 

2. Prayagraj 

3. Chennai 

4. Mumbai 

5. Kolkata 
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Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 3, 4 and 5 only 

(d) 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The UNESCO Creative Cities Network 

(UCCN) was created in 2004 to promote 

cooperation with and among cities that 

have identified creativity as a strategic 

factor for sustainable urban development. 

 Its objective is to place creativity and 

cultural industries at the heart of their 

development plans at the local level and 

cooperating actively at the international 

level. 

 The Network covers seven creative fields: 

Crafts and Folk Arts, Media Arts, Film, 

Design, Gastronomy, Literature and 

Music. Joining the Network, cities commit 

to sharing their best practices and 

developing partnerships involving the 

public and private sectors as well as civil 

society in order to: 

 Strengthen the creation, production, 

distribution and dissemination of cultural 

activities, goods and services; 

 Develop hubs of creativity and innovation 

and broaden opportunities for creators and 

professionals in the cultural sector; 

 Improve access to and participation in 

cultural life, in particular for marginalized 

or vulnerable groups and individuals; 

 Fully integrate culture and creativity into 

sustainable development plans. 

 As of November, 2021, there are six 

Indian cities in UNESCO Creative Cities 

Network (UCCN) as follows: 

 Jaipur - Crafts and Folk Arts (2015). 

 Varanasi - Creative city of Music 

(2015). 

 Chennai - Creative city of Music 

(2017). 

 Mumbai – Film (2019). 

 Hyderabad – Gastronomy (2019). 

 Srinagar – Crafts and Folk Arts (2021). 

 

4. Consider the following statements: 

1. India’s official leopard count has 

increased 63 per cent from 2014-2018. 

2. The largest number of leopards have been 

estimated in Karnataka followed by 

Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra. 

3. Leopards are placed under Vulnerable 

category under IUCN and Schedule I of 

the Wildlife protection Act. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is not 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only  

Answer: b) 
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Explanation: 

 According to a new international study 

that quantifies the threat posed by roads to 

the survival of animal populations around 

the world, the leopard (Panthera pardus) 

faces an 83% increased risk of extinction 

in North India due to roadkill.  

 The leopard faces an 83% increased risk 

of extinction in North India due to 

roadkill. 

 Leopard is followed by the maned wolf 

and the little spotted cat, both of Brazil, 

and the brown hyena of southern Africa. 

 At an 83% increased risk, the study 

estimates the time to the North Indian 

leopard population’s extinction at 33 

years. 

Conservation Status of Leopard: 

• International Union for Conservation of 

Nature (IUCN): Vulnerable 

• Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 

Flora (CITES): Appendix I - It lists 

species that are the most endangered 

among CITES-listed animals and plants. 

• Wildlife Protection Act 1972: Schedule 1 

- Schedule I and part II of Schedule II  

• provide absolute protection to threatened 

species. Offences under these are 

prescribed the highest penalties. 

• So, statement 3 is correct. 

Report on Leopards in India: 

• In August 2021, the Union Environment 

Ministry released a new report titled- 

Status of Leopards, Co-predators and 

Megaherbivores-2018. 

• The report was released on July 29, 2021 

— World Tiger Day. 

• India’s official leopard count has 

increased 63 per cent from 2014-2018. 

There were 12,852 leopards in the country 

in 2018 (7,910 in 2014). So, statement 1 

is correct. 

• The largest number of leopards have been 

estimated in Madhya Pradesh (3,421) 

followed by Karnataka (1,783) and 

Maharashtra (1,690). So, statement 2 is 

not correct. 
 

5. In context to the India-France relations, 

consider the following: 

1. Both countries are part of a new security 

alliance called AUKUS. 

2. An agreement regarding Reciprocal 

Logistics Support has been signed 

between the two countries. 

3. France is a member of the Indian Ocean 

Rim Association (IORA). 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 
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Explanation: 

About India-France Defence Relations: 

 AUKUS is a new trilateral security 

partnership for the Indo-Pacific, between 

Australia, the UK and the US (AUKUS).  

 The two countries also signed the 

Agreement regarding the Provision of 

Reciprocal Logistics Support.  

 This agreement will help to facilitate the 

replenishment of fuel, rations, spares, and 

berthing and maintenance for the other 

nations’ warships, military aircraft and 

troops during routine port calls, as well as 

during Humanitarian Assistance and 

Disaster Relief (HADR). 

 Recently, France became the 23rd member 

of the Indian Ocean Rim Association 

(IORA). 

 It is the first time that a country whose 

mainland is not on the Indian Ocean has 

been brought into the fold of the IORA.  

 

6. Which of the following is/are the adverse 

impacts of Stubble burning? 

1. It released in the atmosphere contain 

carcinogenic polycyclic aromatic 

Hydrocarbons. 

2. It destroys the nutrients in the soil, making 

it less fertile. 

3. It leads to the loss of moisture and useful 

Microbes in Soil. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Stubble (parali) burning is the act of 

setting fire to crop residue to remove them 

from the field to sow the next crop. 

 In order to plant the next winter crop 

(Rabi crop), farmers in Haryana and 

Punjab have to move in a very short 

interval and if they are late, due to short 

winters these days, they might face 

considerable losses. Therefore, burning is 

the cheapest and fastest way to get rid of 

the stubble. It begins around October and 

peaks in November, coinciding with the 

withdrawal of southwest monsoon. 

Effects of Stubble Burning: 

 Pollution: Emits large amounts of toxic 

pollutants in the atmosphere which contain 

harmful gases like methane (CH4), 

Carbon Monoxide (CO), Volatile Organic 

Compound (VOC) and carcinogenic 

polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons.  

 These pollutants disperse in the 

surroundings, may undergo a physical and 

chemical transformation and eventually 

adversely affect human health by causing 

a thick blanket of smog. 
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 Soil Fertility: Burning husk on the ground 

destroys the nutrients in the soil, making it 

less fertile.  

 Heat Penetration: Heat generated by 

stubble burning penetrates into the soil, 

leading to the loss of moisture and useful 

microbes.  
 

7. Consider the following, with regard Food 

Price Index: 

1. It is released by the Food and Agriculture 

Organisation (FAO). 

2. It measures the monthly change in 

international prices of a basket of food 

commodities. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The Food Price Index is released by the 

United Nations Food and Agriculture 

Organisation (FAO).  

 It was introduced in 1996 as a public good 

to help in monitoring developments in the 

global agricultural commodity markets. 

 The FAO Food Price Index (FFPI) is a 

measure of the monthly change in 

international prices of a basket of food 

commodities.  

 It measures changes for a basket of 

cereals, oilseeds, dairy products, meat and 

sugar. 

 Base Period: 2014-16. 

 

8. Consider the following statements with 

regards to the UAPA law: 

1. The law was originally enacted in 1967. 

2. As per the Act, an investigating officer is 

required to obtain the prior approval of the 

Director-General of Police to seize 

properties that may be connected with 

Terrorism. 

3. UAPA has life imprisonment as the 

Highest Punishment. 

Choose the correct ones from the given codes: 

(a) 1 & 2 only 

(b) 2 & 3 only 

(c) 1 & 3 only 

(d) All of the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act is an 

Indian law aimed at the prevention of 

unlawful activities associations in India. 

Its main objective was to make powers 

available for dealing with activities 

directed against the integrity and 

sovereignty of India. 

 The law was originally enacted in 1967. 

 Subsequent to the 2019 amendment to the 

Act, an investigating officer is required to 

obtain the prior approval of the Director-
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General of Police to seize properties that 

may be connected with terrorism. 

 The death sentence is the highest 

punishment under the Act. 

 

9. Which of the following was not amongst the 

climate change targets announced by India at 

the recently held climate conference at 

Glasgow? 

(a) India will achieve net-zero target by 2070 

(b) India will ensure 50% of its energy will be 

sourced from renewable energy sources 

latest by 2040 

(c) India will also reduce its emissions 

intensity per unit of GDP by less than 45% 

latest by 2030 

(d) India would also install 500 Gigawatt of 

renewable energy by 2030 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 India’s new climate actions announced at 

the ongoing 26th CoP of UNFCCC: 

 India will achieve net zero emissions latest 

by 2070.  

 This is notable given that so far India was 

the only major emitter that had not 

committed to a timeline to achieve net 

zero carbon dioxide emissions and has 

also argued against the concept of net zero 

carbon targets. 

 Renewable energy would be tapped in a 

big way in India. By 2030, India will 

ensure 50% of its energy will be sourced 

from renewable sources. India plans to 

generate 500 GW of renewable energy by 

2030. This marks a 50 GW increase from 

its current target of 450 GW. 

 India also committed to reducing its 

carbon emissions until 2030 by a billion 

tonnes. By 2030, India will reduce the 

carbon intensity of its economy to less 

than 45 per cent. India is largely on track 

to meet, and even exceed, its Paris 

Agreement targets: reduce emissions’ 

intensity of its gross domestic product 

(GDP) by 33 to 35 per cent from 2005 

levels by 2030. 

 

10. Consider the following statements with 

regards to the Indian Government’s plan to 

list India’s G-secs in the international bond 

indices: 

1. The RBI had earlier notified a fully 

accessible route for investment by non-

residents for Investment in Government 

Securities without any Ceiling. 

2. The move is Expected to increase foreign 

Inflow into India’s debt market. 

3. It will help the government in managing 

its market borrowing programme. 

Choose the correct code from the following: 

(a) 1 & 2 only 

(b) 2 & 3 only 

(c) 2 & 3 only 

(d) All of the above 

Answer: d) 
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Explanation: 

 The Budget 2020-21 had proposed to 

remove limit on foreign investment in 

some government securities, as a first step 

towards their inclusion in global bond 

indices. 

 Following the announcement made in the 

Union Budget 2020-21 that certain 

specified category of Central Government 

securities would be opened fully for non-

resident investors without any restrictions, 

apart from being available to domestic 

investors as well, the Reserve Bank of 

India had notified the Fully Accessible 

Route (FAR) for investment by non-

residents in securities issued by the 

Government of India. 

 In order to further mainstream government 

securities, the Indian Government plans to 

list India’s G-secs in the international 

bond indices. 

 The move is expected to attract foreign 

inflows in the debt market, help the 

government in its market borrowing 

programme by increasing liquidity in 

domestic bond markets and also keep a 

check on yields. 

 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


044-

26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

         UPSC NOVEMBER - 2021 
DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 10 

           1 | P a g e  

 

 Daily Current Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests www.iasgatewayy.com 

   

1. In the context of Foreign Contribution 

Regulation Act (FCRA) 2010, consider the 

following statements: 

1. Under this act, candidate contesting the 

election is debarred from receiving 

contribution. 

2. FCRA comes under the purview of the 

Department of Economic Affairs of 

Ministry of Finance. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 As per FCRA 2010, the following 

organizational individuals are debarred 

from receiving foreign contribution. They 

are  

1. Candidate for election  

2. cartoonist, editor, publishers of 

registered newspaper  

3. Judge, government servants or 

employee of any corporation  

4. Member of any legislature  

5. Political parties. 

 Despite being a law related to financial 

regulation, this law does not fall within the 

purview of the RBI but under the Home 

Ministry as it is internal security 

legislation. 

2. Which of the following state recently setup its 

own Forest and Wildlife Crime Control 

Bureau? 

(a) Kerala  

(b) Tamil Nadu 

(c) Uttarakhand 

(d) Assam 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The Tamil Nadu State Government has 

issued orders for setting up the Tamil 

Nadu Forest and Wildlife Crime Control 

Bureau (TNFWCB) with four zonal 

offices in Chennai, Coimbatore, Madurai 

and Ramanathapuram. 

 It constituted a committee for formulating 

a draft policy on ecological restoration of 

forest areas infested with invasive plant 

species. 

 The panel would also identify, demarcate 

and assess the extent of area infested with 

invasive alien species and formulate a 

Standard Operating Procedure for 

removal, disposal and eco-restoration of 

infested areas. 

 The TNFWCB shall develop and maintain 

State-wide data on forest and wildlife 

offences, forest offenders and wildlife 

smuggling incidences. 

 It would use information technology 

practices and forest and wildlife crime 

information in conjunction with various 
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  intelligence agencies which will help in 

better adaptation to changing crime and 

criminal practices. 

 The Bureau is expected to create a cadre 

of well-trained officials from among 

government departments for effective 

monitoring of illegal trade. 

 Objectives of the TNFWCB are as 

follows: 

 Improving investigation quality for 

better control of illegal wildlife trade. 

 Building informant networks among 

local communities. 

 Mapping poaching and illegal trade 

hotspots in the State for better action. 

 

3. Consider the following statements: 

Statement 1: Forests in India can be 

administered by both the Union and the state 

Governments. 

Statement 2: The 44th Amendment to the 

Indian Constitution of 1978 moved forests 

from the State List to the Concurrent List of 

the Constitution. 

Which one of the following is correct in 

respect of the above statements?  

(a) Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 are 

correct and Statement 2 is the correct 

explanation of Statement 1  

(b) Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 are 

correct and Statement 2 is not the correct 

explanation of Statement 1  

(c) Statement 1 is correct but Statement 2 is 

not correct  

(d) Statement 1 is not correct but Statement 2 

is correct 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The 42nd Amendment to the Indian 

Constitution of 1976 moved forests from 

the State List to the Concurrent List of 

the Constitution. This gave powers to the 

Union Government to administer forests 

along with the state governments. 

 So answer statement 1 is correct and 

statement 2 is not correct. 

 

4. Consider the following statements: 

1. In India, NGOs can be registered under a 

plethora of Acts such as the Indian 

Societies Registration Act, 1860, 

Religious Endowments Act, 1863, Indian 

Trusts Act, etc. 

2. NGOs also receive funds from abroad, if 

they are registered with the Home 

Ministry under the Foreign Contribution 

(Regulation) Act (FCRA). 

3. The NGOs registered under FCRA makes 

it mandatory for all non-government 

organisations and associations to receive 

foreign funds only in a designated bank 

account at SBI’s New Delhi branch. 

Which of the statement given above is not 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 
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(b) 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) None 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 All the three statements are correct. 

 

5. In context to the Chicago Convention, 

consider the following: 

1. It sets the standards for freedom of 

airspace. 

2. It established the International Civil 

Aviation Organisation. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Freedom of air rule emanates from the 

Chicago Convention in 1944. 

 The signatories to the convention decided 

to set rules that would act as fundamental 

building blocks to international 

Commercial Aviation.  

 It also established the core principles 

permitting international transport by air, 

and also led to the creation of the 

International Civil Aviation Organisation 

(ICAO). 

 ICAO is a United Nations (UN) 

specialized agency, established in 1944, 

which laid the foundation for the standards 

and procedures for peaceful Global Air 

Navigation. 

 

6. Consider the following, with regard to ‘Global 

Drug Policy Index 2021’: 

1. It is released by the United Nations Office 

on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). 

2. The first edition of index was released in 

2019. 

3. India is ranked 18th in the index. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, the inaugural Global Drug 

Policy Index 2021 was released by the 

Harm Reduction Consortium.  

 The Harm Reduction Consortium is a 

global consortium of networks aiming to 

challenge the global “war on drugs”, scale 

up access to harm reduction services, and 

advocate for increased resources for harm 

reduction. 

 It is a first of its kind index that ranks 30 

countries drawn from across regions.  
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 The index is a unique tool that documents, 

measures and compares national-level 

drug policies. 

 It provides each country with a score and 

ranking that shows how much their drug 

policies and their implementation align 

with the United Nations principles of 

human rights, health and development. 

 The Index provides an essential 

accountability and evaluation mechanism 

in the field of drug policy. 

 It evaluates the performance of 30 

countries covering all regions of the 

world. 

 India’s rank is 18 out of 30 countries. It 

has an overall score of 46/100.  

 

7. Consider the following, with reference to 

Logistics Ease Across Different States 

(LEADS) Report 2021: 

1. It is released by the Ministry of Commerce 

& Industry. 

2. It ranks the states on the basis of quality 

and capacity of key infrastructure such as 

road, rail and warehousing etc. 

3. Gujarat has remained on top of the 

rankings for Consecutively Three Years. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, the Ministry of Commerce and 

Industry has released the Logistics Ease 

Across Different States (LEADS) Report 

(Index) 2021.  

 It was launched in 2018. 

 The LEADS report is aimed at gauging the 

logistics performance of states and Union 

Territories (UT) and identifying areas 

where they can improve logistics 

performance. 

 States are ranked based on quality and 

capacity of key infrastructure such as road, 

rail and warehousing as well as on 

operational ease of logistics including 

security of cargo, speed of terminal 

services and regulatory approvals.  

 The report is structured along the three 

dimensions which collectively influence 

logistics ease- Infrastructure, Services, and 

Operating and Regulatory Environment 

which are further categorised into 17 

parameters. 

Ranking of States: 

 Gujarat, Haryana and Punjab have 

emerged as the top performers in the 

LEADS 2021 index respectively. 

 This is the third year in a row that Gujarat 

remained on top of the rankings.  

 Delhi stands at the top rank among Other 

UTs. 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


044-

26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

         UPSC NOVEMBER - 2021 
DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 10 

           5 | P a g e  

 

 Daily Current Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests www.iasgatewayy.com 

   

 Jammu and Kashmir is the top ranker 

among the north-eastern states and 

Himalayan region followed by Sikkim and 

Meghalaya. 
 

8. Consider the following statements with 

regards to Molnupiravir: 

1. It is the world’s first antiviral medicine 

which can be taken as a pill for the 

treatment of Covid-19. 

2. It was originally developed to treat 

influenza. 

3. The drug has been codenamed ‘EIDD-

2081’. 

Which of these statements is/are incorrect? 

(a) 1 & 2 only 

(b) 2 & 3 only 

(c) 1 & 3 only 

(d) None of these 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Molnupiravir tablet has been approved by 

the United Kingdom for use as an antiviral 

medicine against COVID-19. 

 Molnupiravir is the first antiviral medicine 

that can be taken as a pill rather than being 

injected or administered intravenously for 

the treatment of the COVID-19 disease. 

 The drug has been codenamed ‘EIDD-

2081’. 

 Molnupiravir was originally developed to 

treat influenza and works by inhibiting the 

replication of certain RNA viruses. 

 Molnupiravir gets incorporated into the 

growing RNA strands. Such RNA strands 

become faulty blueprints for the next 

round of viral genomes and when enough 

mutations occur, the viral population 

collapses. Thus the drug prevents the 

SARS-CoV-2 virus RNA replication 

process through “error catastrophe”. 

 

9. Consider the following statements with 

regards to the UNESCO Creative Cities 

Network: 

1. The UNESCO Creative Cities Network 

(UCCN) was created in 2004 to promote 

cooperation with and among cities that 

have identified creativity as a strategic 

factor for sustainable urban development. 

2. The network covers six creative fields: 

crafts and folk arts, media arts, film, 

design, gastronomy and music. 

3. Chennai recently became the sixth Indian 

city to be made a part of this network. 

Choose the correct ones from the given codes: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 & 3 only 

(c) 1 & 3 only 

(d) All of the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The UNESCO Creative Cities Network 

(UCCN) was created in 2004 to promote 

cooperation with and among cities that 

have identified creativity as a strategic 
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  factor for sustainable urban development. 

It emphasizes placing creativity and 

cultural industries at the heart of the 

development plans at the local level and 

cooperating actively at the international 

level. 

 The network involves folk art, media, 

film, literature, design, gastronomy and 

media arts. 

 Recently, the United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization 

(UNESCO) has picked Srinagar as part of 

the creative city network under the Crafts 

and Folk Arts category. 

 Jaipur (Crafts and Folk Arts) in 2015, 

Varanasi and Chennai (Creative city of 

Music) in 2015 and 2017 respectively, 

Mumbai (Creative city of film) and 

Hyderabad a (Creative city of gastronomy) 

in 2019 have so far been recognised as 

members of the UCCN for creative cities 

in India. 

 

10. Consider the following statements with 

regards to the Padma awards conferred by the  

Government of India: 

1. Padma Shri is the fourth highest civilian 

award of the Government of India. 

2. These awards were instituted in 1950 

when the Constitution came into force. 

3. The Government of India decides the 

winners of these awards with the common 

citizens having no role to play in the 

process. 

Which of these statements is/are incorrect? 

(a) 1 & 2 only 

(b) 2 & 3 only 

(c) 1 & 3 only 

(d) None of these 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The Padma Awards are one of the highest 

civilian honours of India. The Awards are 

given in three categories: Padma 

Vibhushan (for exceptional and 

distinguished service), Padma Bhushan 

(distinguished service of the higher order) 

and Padma Shri (distinguished service). 

 The award seeks to recognize 

achievements in all fields of activities or 

disciplines where an element of public 

service is involved. 

 Padma Awards were instituted in 1954 to 

be awarded to citizens of India in  

 recognition of their distinguished 

contribution in various spheres of activity 

including the arts, education, industry, 

literature, science, sports, medicine, social 

service and public affairs. 

 It has also been awarded to some 

distinguished individuals who were not 

citizens of India but did contribute in 

various ways to India. 
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 Padma Shri is the fourth-highest civilian 

award of the Republic of India, after the 

Bharat Ratna, the Padma Vibhushan and 

the Padma Bhushan. 

 The Padma Awards are conferred on the 

recommendations made by the Padma 

Awards Committee, which is constituted 

by the Prime Minister every year. The 

nomination process is open to the public. 

India has now created an online 

nomination platform for the common 

citizens to recommend the nomination for 

the annually given “Padma” Awards. 
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1. Loya Jirga, recently seen in news is referred 

to 

(a) Meeting of various Leaders in Afghanistan 

(b) Tribal Festival of Mizoram 

(c) Mother Goddess of Bodos 

(d) Minority Community in the Indo Nepal 

Border 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Loya Jirga is a mass national gathering 

that brings together representatives from 

the various ethnic, religious, and tribal 

communities in Afghanistan. 

 It is a highly respected centuries-old 

consultative body that has been convened 

at times of national crisis or to settle 

national issues. 

 According to the Afghan Constitution, a 

Loya Jirga is considered the highest 

expression of the Afghan people. It is not 

an official decision-making body and its 

decisions are not legally binding. 

 However, the Loya Jirga's decision is seen 

as final, with the president and parliament 

expected to respect the Ruling. 

 

2. If the Government cancels few people ration 

cards immediately due to the absence of 

linkages with the Aadhaar card, then which of 

the Fundamental Right is violated? 

(a) Article 15 

(b) Article 16 

(c) Article 21 

(d) Article 21 A 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Supreme Court has in a plethora of cases 

held that right to food comes within the 

purview of right to life and is a basic 

component to right to life. Issues 

pertaining to malnutrition and starvation 

deaths, emerging from inadequate 

nutrition and hunger crisis breach the 

fundamental right to food and are 

violative of Articles 14, 21, 38, 39 and 

47, 51(c) of the Constitution of India. 

 

3. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna 

Yojana scheme was part of the Centre’s 

initial COVID-19 relief package, back in 

March 2020 when the first lockdown was 

announced.  

2. It provides for 5 kg of rice or wheat per 

person per month to be distributed free of 

cost to the beneficiaries under National 

Food Security Act.  

3. Those cards who are already eligible 

under free distribution of 5Kg rice or 

wheat were not eligible under this scheme. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 
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Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna 

Yojana scheme was part of the Centre’s 

initial COVID-19 relief package, back in 

March 2020 when the first lockdown was 

announced. So, statement 1 is correct. 

 It provides for 5 kg of rice or wheat per 

person per month to be distributed free of 

cost to the 80 crore beneficiaries of the 

National Food Security Act. So, 

statement 2 is correct. 

 This is over and above the 5 kg already 

provided to ration card holders at a 

subsidised rate, thus ensuring a 

doubling of foodgrain availability to poor 

people at a time when the pandemic and 

lockdown was decimating livelihoods. So, 

statement 3 is not correct. 

 The scheme was initially meant to run 

from April to June 2020, but was then 

extended for another five months from 

July to November.  

 In these first two phases, 320 lakh tonnes 

of grain were allotted and about 95% 

distributed to beneficiaries. Initially, one 

kg of pulses was also provided under the 

scheme, which was later restricted to 

chana dal only, and then discontinued in 

later phases.  

 After the onset of the second wave of the 

pandemic, PMGKAY was rolled out for  

 two months again, in May-June 2021, and 

was then further extended for another five 

months, from July to November.  

 Another 278 lakh tonnes of grain were 

allotted for these two phases, and 

distribution is still ongoing. 

 

4. Consider the following statements regarding 

the United Nations Assistance Mission in 

Afghanistan (UNAMA): 

1. UNAMA was established on 28 March 

2002 by United Nations Security Council 

Resolution 1267. 

2. It was basically established to assist the 

state and the people of Afghanistan in 

laying the foundations for sustainable 

peace and development. 

3. Its original mandate was to support the 

implementation of the Bonn Convention. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 3 only 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 UNAMA was established on 28 March 

2002 by United Nations Security Council 

Resolution 1401. The Resolution 1267 list 

of terrorists is a global list, with a UNSC 

stamp. It is full of Pakistani nationals and 

residents. So, statement 1 is not correct. 
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 It was basically established to assist the 

state and the people of Afghanistan in 

laying the foundations for sustainable 

peace and development. So, statement 2 is 

correct. 

 Its original mandate was to support the 

implementation of the Bonn Agreement 

(December 2001). Bonn Convention is a 

name of the international treaty on the 

conservation of migratory species of wild 

animals that was adopted in Bonn, 

Germany in 1979. So, statement 3 is not 

correct. 

 Reviewed annually, this mandate has been 

altered over time to reflect the needs of the 

country. 

 UNAMA is an integrated mission. This 

means that the Special Political Mission, 

all UN agencies, funds and programmes, 

work in a multidimensional and integrated 

manner to better assist Afghanistan 

according to nationally defined priorities. 

 

5. Consider the following, with regard to river 

Yamuna: 

1. It originates near Bandarpoonch peaks in 

the lower Himalayas. 

2. Lakhwar-Vyasi Dam and Tajewala 

Barrage Dam are built on Yamuna river. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The river Yamuna, a major tributary of 

river Ganges, originates from the 

Yamunotri glacier near Bandarpoonch 

peaks in the Mussoorie range of the lower 

Himalayas at an elevation of about 6387 

meters above mean sea level in Uttarkashi 

district of Uttarakhand.  

 Yamuna meets the Ganges at the Sangam 

(where Kumbh mela is held) in Prayagraj, 

Uttar Pradesh after flowing through 

Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Haryana 

and Delhi. 

 Important Dams built on the river include; 

Lakhwar-Vyasi Dam (Uttarakhand) and 

Tajewala Barrage Dam (Haryana).  

 Important Tributaries of the Yamuna river 

are Chambal, Sindh, Betwa and Ken. 

 

6. Consider the following statements: 

1. Article 39A of the Indian Constitution 

ensures that opportunities for securing 

justice are not denied to any citizen by 

reason of Economic or other disability. 

2. Free legal services under the Legal 

Services Authorities Act, 1987 are 

provided only in Civil matters. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 
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(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The National Legal Services Day (NLSD) 

is celebrated on 9th November every year 

to spread awareness for ensuring 

reasonable fair and justice procedure for 

all citizens. 

 NLSD was first started by the Supreme 

Court of India in 1995 to provide help and 

support to poor and weaker sections of the 

society. 

 Free legal services are provided in matters 

before Civil, Criminal and Revenue 

Courts, Tribunals or any other authority 

exercising judicial or quasi-judicial 

functions.  

 It is observed to make the citizens of the 

country aware of the various provisions 

under the Legal Services Authorities Act 

and the rights of the litigants. On this day, 

each jurisdiction organizes legal aid 

camps, Lok adalats, and legal aid 

programmes. 

Constitutional Provisions: 

 Article 39A of the Constitution of India 

provides that State shall secure that the 

operation of the legal system promotes 

justice on a basis of equal opportunity, and 

shall in particular, provide free legal aid,  

 by suitable legislation or schemes or in 

any other way, to ensure that opportunities 

for securing justice are not denied to any 

citizen by reason of economic or other 

disability.  

 Articles 14 and 22(1) also make it 

obligatory for the State to ensure equality 

before law and a legal system which 

promotes justice on a basis of equal 

opportunity to all. 

 

7. Consider the following, with regard to Project 

75: 

1. It is associated with the development of 

indigenous aircraft carriers for the Indian 

Navy. 

2. The Scorpene class of submarines are 

being developed in collaboration with 

France. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

 

Explanation: 

 Project 75 is a programme by the Indian 

Navy that entails building six Scorpene 

Class attack submarines.  

 The design of the Kalvari class of 

submarines is based on the French 

Scorpene class of submarines.  
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 It is given support by the Department of 

Defence Production (Ministry of Defence) 

and the Indian Navy throughout its various 

phases of construction. 

 The Mazagon Dock Limited (MDL) is 

manufacturing six Scorpene submarines 

with technical assistance from the Naval 

Group of France under a USD 3.75 bn 

deal signed in October 2005. 

 MDL is a defence public sector 

undertaking shipyard under the Ministry 

of Defence. 

 Other Submarines under Project-75: 

 Two submarines, Kalvari and Khanderi, 

have been commissioned into the Indian 

Navy. 

 The Scorpene ‘Vagir’ is under trials. 

 The sixth one, INS Vagsheer, is under 

construction. 

 

8. India and Israel have recently entered into a 

Bilateral Innovation Agreement (BIA) to  

promote - 

(a) Development of dual use technologies 

(b) Development of next-generation COVID-

19 vaccines 

(c) Innovation in agriculture and irrigation 

(d) Deployment of cyber defence tools 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Recently India and Israel have signed a 

Bilateral Innovation Agreement for the 

development of dual use technologies. 

 Dual use goods are products and 

technologies normally used for civilian 

purposes but which may have military 

applications. Hence “dual-use” refers to 

technology that can be used for both 

peaceful and military aims. 

 The agreement will help promote startups 

and generate technology in the areas of 

Drones, Robotics, Artificial Intelligence, 

Photonics, Biosensing, Brain Machine, 

Natural Language Processing, etc. 

 

9. National Legal Services Authority of India 

(NALSA) was established to fulfil which 

provision of the Indian Constitution? 

(a) Article 20 

(b) Article 39A 

(c) Article 123 

(d) Article 224 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 National Legal Services Authority of India 

(NALSA) was established to fulfil 

provisions of Article 39A of the Indian 

Constitution. 

 Article 39A of the Constitution of India 

provides for free legal aid to the poor and 

weaker sections of the society and ensures 

justice for all. 

 In the year 1987, the Legal Services 

Authorities Act was enacted by the 

Parliament which aims to establish a 

nationwide uniform network for providing 
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free and competent legal services to the 

weaker sections of the society on the basis 

of equal opportunity. 

 The National Legal Services Authority 

(NALSA) has been constituted under the 

Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 to 

monitor and evaluate the implementation 

of legal aid programmes and to lay down 

policies and principles for making legal 

services available under the Act. 

 

10. Which of the following statements is/are 

correct? 

1. LeadIT (Leadership Group for Industry 

transition) is an initiative to achieve the 

adoption of the best cyber security 

standards in the IT industry. 

2. It was launched by India and Sweden 

along with the World Economic Forum in 

2019. 

Options: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 LeadIT (Leadership Group for Industry 

transition) was launched by India and 

Sweden along with the World Economic 

Forum in 2019. 

 It is a voluntary initiative to create a low 

carbon transition especially in the 

industries like Iron & Steel, Aluminium, 

Cement and Concrete, petrochemicals, 

fertilizers, bricks, heavy duty transport, 

along with the engagement of private 

Sectors. 

 The initiative aims to reduce carbon 

emissions by the industries. The industrial 

sector contributes around 30% of the total 

CO2 Emissions. 
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1. Consider the following statements: 

1. Net-zero, which is also referred to as 

carbon-neutrality, means that a country 

would bring down its emissions to zero. 

2. India, the world’s third biggest emitter of 

greenhouse gases, after the US and China, 

is the only major player holding out of 

carbon Neutrality. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• Net-zero, which is also referred to as 

carbon-neutrality, does not mean that a 

country would bring down its emissions to 

zero.  

• Rather, net-zero is a state in which a 

country’s emissions are compensated by 

absorption and removal of greenhouse 

gases from the atmosphere. So, statement 

1 is not correct. 

• Absorption of the emissions can be 

increased by creating more carbon sinks 

such as forests, while removal of gases 

from the atmosphere requires futuristic 

technologies such as carbon capture and 

storage. 

 

• Several other countries, including the UK 

and France, have already enacted laws 

promising to achieve a net-zero emission 

scenario by the middle of the century. 

Even China has promised to go net-zero 

by 2060. 

• The European Union is working a similar 

Europe-wide law, while many other 

countries including Canada, South Korea, 

Japan and Germany have expressed their 

intention to commit themselves to a net-

zero future. 

• India will achieve net zero emissions latest 

by 2070, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

said at the COP26 summit in Glasgow 

recently. So, statement 2 is not correct. 

 

2. The Law Commission has recommended the 

Government to frame a standalone anti-torture 

law directly making the State responsible for 

any injury inflicted by its agents on citizens. 

In its efforts towards anti torture which of the 

following statements are correct? 

1. India has signed the U.N. Convention 

against Torture.  

2. The Prevention of Torture Bill is pending 

in Parliament.  

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 India has signed the convention in 1997 

but not ratified it yet.  

 In 2010, the Bill was sent to a 

Parliamentary Committee whose 

recommendations were never accepted, 

and the Bill lapsed in 2014.  

 At Geneva, 30 countries, including 

Germany, Australia, Japan, Israel and 

Russia, called on India to ratify the 

convention. 

 In 2017, the law commission has proposed 

the bill to cabinet for its consideration. 

 

3. Consider the following statements regarding 

Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act 

(UAPA): 

1. The Act empowers the officers of the 

NIA, of the rank of Inspector or above, to 

investigate cases of terrorism in addition 

to those conducted by the DSP or ACP or 

above rank officer in the state. 

2. It has death penalty and life imprisonment 

as highest punishments. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

 

Explanation: 

 UAPA passed in 1967 aims at effective 

prevention of unlawful activities 

associations in India. 

 Unlawful activity refers to any action 

taken by an individual or association 

intended to disrupt the territorial integrity 

and sovereignty of India. 

 The Act assigns absolute power to the 

central government, by way of which if 

the Centre deems an activity as unlawful 

then it may, by way of an Official Gazette, 

declare it so. 

 It has death penalty and life imprisonment 

as highest punishments. So, statement 2 is 

correct. 

 Under UAPA, both Indian and foreign 

nationals can be charged. It will be 

applicable to the offenders in the same 

manner, even if crime is committed on a 

foreign land, outside India.  

 Under the UAPA, the investigating agency 

can file a charge sheet in maximum 180 

days after the arrests and the duration can 

be extended further after intimating the 

court. The 2004 amendment, added 

“terrorist act" to the list of offences to ban 

organisations for terrorist activities, under 

which 34 outfits were banned. 

• Till 2004, “unlawful" activities referred to 

actions related to secession and cession of 

territory. 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


044-

26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

         UPSC NOVEMBER - 2021 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 12 

           3 | P a g e  

 
 Daily Current Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests www.iasgatewayy.com 

   

• In August 2019, Parliament cleared the 

Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 

Amendment Bill, 2019 to designate 

individuals as terrorists if the individual 

commits or participates in acts of 

terrorism, prepares for terrorism, promotes 

terrorism or is otherwise involved in 

terrorism. 

• The Act empowers the Director General of 

National Investigation Agency (NIA) to 

grant approval of seizure or attachment of 

property when the case is investigated by 

the said agency. 

• The Act also empowers the officers of the 

NIA, of the rank of Inspector or above, to 

investigate cases of terrorism in addition 

to those conducted by the DSP or ACP or 

above rank officer in the state. So, 

statement 1 is correct. 

 

4. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Paris Agreement of 2016 is an 

international accord that brings almost 200 

countries together in setting a common 

target to reduce global greenhouse 

emissions in an effort to fight climate 

change. 

2. A country can only give a notice for 

leaving at least three years after the Paris 

Agreement came into force 

3. The US is the only country left out of the 

global protocol. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The U.S. was the only country left out of 

the global protocol which later on January 

2021, the President Joe Biden signed an 

executive order to rejoin the agreement. 

Syria and Nicaragua, the last remaining 

countries who were earlier holding out, 

also became signatories in 2017. 

 

5. India organised the ‘Ganga Connect’ 

exhibition in which city? 

(a) New Delhi 

(b) Varanasi 

(c) Glasgow 

(d) Osaka 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The Indian Union Environment Minister 

inaugurated the Ganga Connect Exhibition 

at Glasgow during the ongoing COP26. 

 The Ganga Connect exhibition centres on 

the purpose of preserving and protecting 

the river basin and its ecological 

components and brings more awareness 

about the same. This exhibition presents 
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all the developments in the Ganga River 

basin on the global platform. 

 This exhibition portrays river Ganga as a 

major lab for global technology and the 

entire scientific community to come up 

with environment-friendly solutions. 

 

6. With reference to the British colonial rule in 

India, consider the following statements: 

1. Mahatma Gandhi was instrumental in the 

abolition of the system of ‘indentured 

labour’. 

2. In Lord Chelmsford’s ‘War Conference’, 

Mahatma Gandhi did not support the 

resolution on recruiting Indians for World 

War. 

3. Consequent upon the breaking of Salt Law 

by Indian people, the Indian National 

Congress was declared illegal by the 

colonial rulers. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Gandhi was instrumental in the abolition 

of the indentured (meaning contract) 

labour system in the British Empire. 

 In Lord Chelmsford’s ‘War Conference’, 

Mahatma Gandhi supported the resolution 

on recruiting Indians for World War I. He 

believed that this support will help India 

gain the trust of the British Empire and 

also help attain swaraj. 

 Gandhi undertook the Dandi March in 

1930 protesting against the salt law of 

1882. He broke the salt law at Dandi on 

April 6, 1930. Consequent to the breaking 

of the Salt Law by the Indian people, the 

Indian National Congress was declared 

illegal by the colonial rulers. 

 

7. As per NASA’s definition, a meteor storm 

must have at least 

(a) 100 meteors per hour 

(b) 1,000 meteors per hour 

(c) 10,000 meteors per hour 

(d) 1,00,000 meteors per hour 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 As per NASA’s definition, a meteor storm 

must have at least 1000 meteors per hour. 
 

8. Consider the following: 

1. The central government owns the minerals 

within the Exclusive Economic Zone 

(EEZ) of India. 

2. The state government owns the minerals 

located within their respective boundaries. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 
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(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Constitutional Provision Related to 

Mining: 

 The entry at serial No. 23 of List II (State 

List) to the Constitution of India mandates 

the state government to own the minerals 

located within their boundaries.  

 The entry at serial No. 54 of List I 

(Central List) mandate the central 

government to own the minerals within 

the Exclusive Economic Zone of India 

(EEZ).  

 The central government has the ownership 

over all offshore minerals (ie, minerals 

extracted from the sea or ocean floor in 

the Indian maritime zones such as the 

territorial waters, continental shelf and 

Exclusive Economic Zones). 

 

9. Consider the following: 

1. The Member of Parliament Local Area 

Development Scheme (MPLADS) is a 

Central Sector Scheme. 

2. The MPLAD funds can also be used for 

implementation of the Sugamya Bharat 

Abhiyan. 

3. The nominated members of the Rajya 

Sabha are not eligible under MPLAD 

scheme. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The Union Cabinet has approved the 

restoration of the Member of Parliament 

Local Area Development Scheme 

(MPLADS) for the remaining part of 

Financial Year 2021-22 till 2025-26. 

 It is a Central Sector Scheme which was 

announced in December 1993.  

 Objective is to enable MPs to recommend 

works of developmental nature with 

emphasis on the creation of durable 

community assets in the areas of drinking 

water, primary education, public health, 

sanitation and roads, etc. primarily in their 

Constituencies. 

 Since June 2016, the MPLAD funds can 

also be used for implementation of the 

schemes such as Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, 

Accessible India Campaign (Sugamya 

Bharat Abhiyan), conservation of water 

through rain water harvesting and Sansad 

Aadarsh Gram Yojana, etc.  

 Each year, MPs receive Rs. 5 crores in 

two instalments of Rs. 2.5 crore each. 

Funds under MPLADS are non-lapsable. 
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 Lok Sabha MPs have to recommend the 

district authorities projects in their Lok 

Sabha constituencies, while Rajya Sabha 

MPs have to spend it in the state that has 

elected them to the House. 

 Nominated Members of both the Rajya 

Sabha and Lok Sabha can recommend 

works anywhere in the country.  

 

10. In context to India-Sweden relations, consider 

the following: 

1. They jointly launched the Leadership 

Group on Industry Transition (LeadIT) at 

the UN Climate Action Summit. 

2. India worked with Sweden on nuclear 

disarmament issues within the framework 

of the ‘Six Nation Peace Summit’. 

3. India joined the Arctic Council as an 

Observer under the presidency of Sweden. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

India-Sweden Multilateral Engagement: 

 India and Sweden jointly launched the 

Leadership Group on Industry Transition 

(LeadIT) in association with World 

Economic Forum (WEF) at the UN 

Climate Action Summit in 2019.  

 In the 1980s India and Sweden worked 

together on nuclear disarmament issues 

within the framework of the ‘Six Nation 

Peace Summit’ (that also included 

Argentina, Greece, Mexico and Tanzania).  

 At the UN General Assembly, India and 

Sweden present an annual Joint Statement 

on Humanitarian Affairs. 

 In 2013, during the Swedish Presidency, 

India joined the Arctic Council as an 

Observer at the Kiruna Ministerial 

Meeting. 
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1. Consider the following statements: 

1. Women officers are not eligible for 

permanent commission and command 

posts in the Army irrespective of their 

years of service. 

2. Discriminating women in the army posts 

is not violation of Fundamental Right as 

Armed Forces has discretionary powers 

regarding the appointment. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• The Supreme Court recently declared that 

Short Service Commission (SSC) women 

officers are eligible for permanent 

commission and command posts in the 

Army irrespective of their years of service. 

• The Supreme Court dismissed the Union 

government’s submissions that women are 

physiologically weaker than men as a “sex 

stereotype”. 

• It also declared that Short Service 

Commission (SSC) women officers are 

eligible for permanent commission and 

command posts in the Army irrespective 

of their years of service.  

• So, statement 1 is not correct. 

• The court found the remarks in the note 

not only constitutionally invalid but 

discriminatory, affecting the dignity of 

women officers. 

• Article 15 states that the State shall not 

discriminate against any citizen on 

grounds only of religion, race, caste, 

sex, place of birth or any of them. 

• So, the SC ordered not to discriminate 

women on the basis of gender and ordered 

to appoint them in command posts in the 

Army.  

• So, statement 2 is not correct. 

 

 

2. Freedom of speech and expression is 

restricted under which of the following 

grounds? 

1. Security of the State. 

2. Friendly relations with foreign States. 

3. Public order. 

4. Decency and morality. 

5. Executive action. 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

(a) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

(b) 2 3, 4, and 5 only 

(c) 1, 3, 4, and 5 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: a) 
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Explanation: 

 Right to freedom of speech and expression 

is subject to reasonable restrictions being 

imposed under Article 19(2).   

 Out of the eight different grounds listed on 

Article 19(2) of the Constitution, the 

majority of hate speech laws are saved by 

the ‘public order’ exception. The eight 

different grounds are; 

✓ Security of the State. 

✓ Friendly relations with foreign States. 

✓ Public order. 

✓ Decency and morality. 

✓ Contempt of court. 

✓ Defamation. 

✓ Incitement to an offence, and 

✓ Sovereignty and integrity of India. 

 Reasonable restrictions on these grounds 

can be imposed only by a duly enacted 

law and not by executive action. So, 

answer is (a). 

 

3. Which of the following statements is/are 

incorrect regarding the process of elections in 

India?  

1. The Constitution contains provisions for 

qualifications and disqualifications for 

membership of Parliament and State 

Legislatures.  

2. The Constitution has provided for the 

powers of Election Commission in 

connection with inquiries as to 

disqualifications of members. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below:  

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only  

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The Representation of the People Act, 

1950 did not contain all the provisions 

relating to elections but merely provided 

for the allocation of seats in and the 

delimitation of constituencies for the 

purpose of elections to the House of 

People and Legislatures of States, the 

qualifications of voter at such election and 

the preparations of electoral rolls.  

 The provisions for the actual conduct of 

elections to the Houses of Parliament and 

to the House or Houses of the Legislature 

of each State, the qualifications and 

disqualifications for the membership of 

these Houses, the corrupt practices and 

other election offences, and the decision of 

election disputes were all left to be made 

in a subsequent measure.  

 In order to provide for these provisions, 

the Representation of the People Act, 1951 

was enacted.  

 Broadly speaking, this Act contains 

provisions relating to the following 

electoral matters:  
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 Qualifications and disqualifications for 

membership of Parliament and State 

Legislatures.  

 Notification of general elections.  

 Administrative machinery for the 

conduct of elections.  

 Registration of political parties.  

 Conduct of elections.  

 Free supply of certain material to 

candidates of recognised political 

parties.  

 Disputes regarding elections.  

 Corrupt practices and electoral 

offences.  

 Powers of Election Commission in 

connection with inquiries as to 

disqualifications of members.  

 Bye-elections and time limit for filling 

vacancies.  

 Miscellaneous provisions relating to 

elections.  

 Barring the jurisdiction of civil courts. 

Hence both the statements are 

Incorrect. 

 

4. In the Context to the Monsoon in India, which 

of the statement(s) given below is/are correct? 

1. IMD’s official definition on Normal 

Monsoon in India is designated as 89 cm of 

rainfall. 

2. It also recently changed the official onset of 

monsoon dates in various cities but the onset 

of monsoon in mainland India remains the 

same. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 IMD has also officially redefined the 

definition of what constitutes ‘normal’ 

rainfall and reduced it by 1 cm to 88 cm. 

So, statement 1 is not correct. 

 “Quantitatively, the monsoon seasonal 

rainfall is likely to be 100% of the 

Long Period Average (LPA) with a 

model error of ± 5%. The LPA of the 

season rainfall over the country as a 

whole for the period 1961-2010 is 88 

cm. 

• It also gave new dates for the monsoon’s 

onset in several cities as part of an update, 

which it said was essential for a variety of 

economic activities ranging from 

agricultural planning to power 

distribution. The onset over Kerala, 

which marks the arrival of the monsoon 

into mainland India, will continue to be 

June 1. There is no change in the final 

withdrawal date over south India, i.e., 15th 

October”.  So, statement 2 is correct. 
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5. With respect to Major Dhyan Chand Khel 

Ratna Award, which of the following 

statements is/are correct? 

1. It is the highest sporting honour of India. 

2. The Khel Ratna award was instituted in 

1991-1992 

3. The first recipient was Chess legend 

Viswanathan Anand. 

Options: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The Khel Ratna Award, officially known 

as the Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna 

Award, formerly known as the Rajiv 

Gandhi Khel Ratna Award in Sports and 

Games, is the highest sporting honour of 

India. 

 It is awarded annually by the Ministry of 

Youth Affairs and Sports. 

 The recipient(s) is/are honoured for their 

“spectacular and most outstanding 

performance in the field of sports over a 

period of four years” at international level. 

 The award was first instituted in 1991–

1992 and the the first recipient of the 

award was Chess Grandmaster 

Viswanathan Anand, who was honoured 

for the performance in the year 1991–92. 

 

6. Consider the following statements about the 

Governor of a state:  

1. The office of Governor of a State is an 

employment under the Government of 

India 

2. He is given Immunity from any criminal 

proceedings, even in respect of his 

personal acts during his term as the 

Governor. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

incorrect? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 

(d) None 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The office of the Governor is not 

employment under government. Thus, the 

Constitution has no bar on retired judges 

of High Courts or the Supreme Court 

being appointed as Governors.  Notably 

the Supreme Court too in various cases 

has observed that the office of the 

Governor is not an employment under the 

Government of India. 

 The Governor is given immunity from any 

criminal proceedings, even in respect of 

his personal acts during his term as the 

Governor. 
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 Article 361 of the Indian Constitution 

provides that no criminal proceedings 

whatsoever shall be instituted or continued 

against the President, or the Governor of a 

State, in any court during his term of 

office 

 

7. With respect to Coringa Wildlife Sanctuary, 

which of the following statements is/are 

correct? 

1. It is the second-largest stretch of 

mangrove forests in India. 

2. The Sanctuary is declared as a Ramsar 

site. 

Options: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 

(d) None 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Coringa Wildlife Sanctuary is an estuary 

situated near Kakinada in Andhra Pradesh. 

It constitutes a large stretch of mangrove 

forests in India. 

 The sanctuary is a part of the Godavari 

estuary. 

 The sanctuary is yet to be declared as a 

Ramsar site despite facing various threats 

to its Ecology. 

 

 

 

 

 

8. In context to the Locusts, consider the 

following: 

1. Climate change is a factor of increased 

breeding of Locusts. 

2. Locust portrays a threat to food security. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The desert locust (Schistocerca gregaria) 

is a short-horned grasshopper. 

 Harmless when solitary, locusts undergo a 

behavioural change when their population 

builds up rapidly. 

 They enter the ‘gregarious phase’ by 

forming huge swarms that can travel up to 

150 km per day, eating up every bit of 

greenery on their way. 

 Effect of Climate Change: Change in 

cyclonic patterns over the Arabian Sea is 

behind the locust invasions in east Africa, 

west and south Asia, in 2020. 

 Unusual rainfall in Iran helped in their 

breeding. Locusts are known to be passive 

flyers and generally follow the wind. 

 Their movement has been aided by 

westerly winds, which were further 

strengthened by the low-pressure area 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


044-

26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

          UPSC NOVEMBER - 2021 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 13 

           6 | P a g e  

 
 Daily Current Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests www.iasgatewayy.com 

   

created by Cyclone Amphan (2019) in the 

Bay of Bengal. 

 Locust infestations can harm livelihoods 

and be a threat to regional investments in 

ensuring food security. 

 

9. Consider the following, with regard to 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: 

1. He started a weekly journal in Urdu called 

Al-Hilal in 1912. 

2. He was elected as the president of Indian 

National Congress only once in 1923. 

3. He was posthumously awarded India's 

highest civilian honour, Bharat Ratna in 

1992. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Every year, 11th November is celebrated as 

National education day, which 

commemorates the birth anniversary of 

independent India’s first education 

minister, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad. 

 Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, originally 

named Muhiyuddin Ahmad, was born on 

11th November 1888 in Mecca, Saudi-

Arabia. 

 He was a proponent of Hindu Muslim 

unity, opposed to Partition. 

 In 1912, he started a weekly journal in 

Urdu called Al-Hilal which played an 

important role in forging Hindu-Muslim 

unity after the bad blood created between 

the two communities in the aftermath of 

Morley-Minto reforms (1909).  

 The government regarded Al- Hilal as a 

propagator of secessionist views and 

banned it in 1914. 

 Azad supported the Non-Cooperation 

Movement (1920-22) started by Gandhiji 

and entered the Indian National Congress 

in 1920. In 1923, he was elected as the 

president of Indian National Congress. He 

again became the president of Congress in 

1940 and remained in the post till 1946.  

 Maulana Abul Kalam Azad was 

posthumously awarded India's highest 

civilian honour, Bharat Ratna in 1992. 

 

10. Consider the following: 

1. The Double Asteroid Redirection Test 

(DART) is a joint mission of NASA and 

ISRO. 

2. It aims to test the newly developed 

technology that would allow a spacecraft 

to crash into an asteroid and change its 

course. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 
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(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 NASA will launch its first planetary 

defense test mission named the Double 

Asteroid Redirection Test (DART). 

 The DART spacecraft will be launched on 

a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket.  

 The aim of the mission is to test the new 

technology to be prepared in case an 

asteroid head towards Earth in the future. 

 The aim is to test the newly developed 

technology that would allow a spacecraft 

to crash into an asteroid and change its 

course.  

 After the mission has collided with the 

asteroid, scientists will study its impact on 

the trajectory of the asteroid with a range 

of telescopes deployed on different 

regions of the planet. 

 DART will be the first demonstration of 

the kinetic impactor technique to change 

the motion of an asteroid in space. 

 The target of the spacecraft is a small 

moonlet called Dimorphos (Greek for 

“two forms”). 

 Dimorphos orbits a larger asteroid named 

Didymos (Greek for “twin”). 

 

 It is a suicide mission and the spacecraft 

will be completely destroyed. 

 The collision is expected to take place 

between 26th September and 1st October, 

2022. 
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1. An elusive swallowtail butterfly Kaiser –i-

Hind carrying ‘India’ in its name and found in 

next-door China has been made the State 

butterfly of? 

(a) Sikhim 

(b) Assam 

(c) Ladakh 

(d) Arunachal Pradesh 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 An elusive swallowtail butterfly carrying 

‘India’ in its name and found in next-door 

China will become the State butterfly of 

Arunachal Pradesh. 

 Kaiser-i-Hind (Teinopalpus imperialis) 

literally means Emperor of India. This 

butterfly with a 90-120 mm wingspan is 

found in six States along the Eastern 

Himalayas at elevations from 6,000-

10,000 feet in well-wooded terrain. 

 The butterfly also flutters in Nepal, 

Bhutan, Myanmar, Laos, Vietnam and 

southern China. 

 The State Wildlife Board had in January 

2020 accepted the proposal from Koj 

Rinya, the divisional forest officer of 

Hapoli Forest Division in the Lower 

Subansiri district to accept the Kaiser-i-

Hind as the State butterfly.  

 

 

 The proposal was made with a view to 

boosting butterfly tourism and saving the 

species from extinction in the State. 

 Although the Kaiser-i-Hind is protected 

under Schedule II of Wildlife (Protection) 

Act, 1972, it is hunted for supply to 

butterfly collectors. 

 An International Union for Conservation 

of Nature red-listed species (Near 

Threatened), the Kaiser-i-Hind usually 

flies at tree-top level and descends to sit 

on low vegetation when there is strong 

morning sunlight. It is in flight during 

April-July and lays eggs on the underside 

of leaves. 

 
 

2. Consider the following statements: 

1. J&K acceded to the Dominion of India 

after the Instrument of Accession was 

signed by Maharaja Hari Singh, the ruler 

of the princely state of Jammu and 

Kashmir, on 26 October 1947. 

2. The Constitution (Application to Jammu 

and Kashmir) Order, 1954 settled the 

constitutional relationship of J&K and the 

Union of India and inserted Article 35A. 
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3. On 5th of August 2019, the President of 

India promulgated the Constitution 

(Application to Jammu and Kashmir) 

Order, 2019 and abrogated the special 

status accorded to Jammu and Kashmir 

under the provision of Article 370.  

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 All the three statements are correct. 

 

3. Consider the following statements regarding 

the Air Quality Early Warning System: 

1. The system has been developed by Indian 

Institute of Technology, Madras.  

2. This system uses data of stubble burning 

incidents from last 15 years for predicting 

date and place of next burning.  

3. This data is then correlated with wind 

speed for predicting air pollution level for 

next 24 hours. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 3 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The system has been developed by Indian 

Institute of Tropical Meteorology, Pune. 

So, statement 1 is not correct. 

 This system uses data of stubble burning 

incidents from last 15 years for predicting 

date and place of next burning. So, 

statement 2 is correct. 

 This data is then correlated with wind 

speed for predicting air pollution level for 

next 72 hours. So, statement 3 is not 

correct. AQEWS can also forecast the 

level of pollutants such as particulate 

matter (PM) 2.5, PM10, and dust, which 

come from sources other than stubble 

burning.  

 Early warning of pollution helps in 

providing data and time to the authorities 

for responding to it in a time bound 

manner. 

 The warning system comprises of: 

 Real time observations of air quality 

and details about natural aerosols like 

dust & particulate matter using satellite 

data sets. 

 Predictions of air pollutants coming 

from two different air quality 

prediction systems on the basis of  

state-of-the-art atmospheric chemistry 

transport models. 

 Providing Warning Messages, Alerts 

& Bulletins. 
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4. Which of the pollutants are taken for 

measurement of air quality in National Air 

Quality Index? 

1. Particulate Matter (PM10)  

2. Particulate Matter (PM2.5)  

3. Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2)  

4. Sulphur Dioxide (SO2)  

5. Carbon Dioxide (CO2) 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 National Air Quality Index was launched 

in 2014 with outline ‘One Number – One 

Color -One Description’ for the common 

man to judge the air quality within his 

vicinity. 

 The measurement of air quality is based 

on eight pollutants, namely: Particulate 

Matter (PM10), Particulate Matter 

(PM2.5), Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2), 

Sulphur Dioxide (SO2), Carbon 

Monoxide (CO), Ozone (O3), Ammonia 

(NH3), and Lead (Pb). 

 AQI has six categories of air quality. 

These are: Good, Satisfactory, Moderately 

Polluted, Poor, Very Poor and Severe. 

 

 It has been developed by the CPCB in 

consultation with IIT-Kanpur and an 

expert group comprising medical and air-

quality professionals. 
 

 

5. With reference to the Red Sea, consider the 

following statements: 

1. It is bounded by the Arabian Peninsula, to 

the east. 

2. It is connected to the Gulf of Aden, and 

the outer Indian Ocean, via the Strait of 

Bab-el-Mandeb. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The Red Sea is a semi-enclosed tropical 

basin, bounded by north-eastern Africa, to 

the west, and the Arabian Peninsula, to the 

east. The elongated and narrow-shaped 

basin extends between the Mediterranean 

Sea, to the north-west, and the Indian 

Ocean, to the south-east. 

 At the northern end, it separates into the 

Gulf of Aqaba and the Gulf of Suez, 

which is connected to the Mediterranean 

Sea via the Suez Canal. 
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 At the southern end, it is connected to the 

Gulf of Aden, and the outer Indian Ocean, 

via the Strait of Bab-el-Mandeb.  

 It is surrounded by desert or semi-desert 

areas, with no major freshwater inflow. 

 6 Bordering Countries: Yemen; Saudi 

Arabia; Egypt; Sudan; Eritrea; Djibouti. 

 

6. Consider the following, with regard to 

continental drift theory: 

1. It was given by Alfred Wegener in 1912. 

2. All the continents formed a single 

continental mass called Pangea. 

3. There existed a mega ocean called 

Panthalassa that surrounded Pangea. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Continental Drift Theory 

 Continental drift theory deals with the 

distribution of the oceans and the 

continents.  

 It was first suggested by a German 

meteorologist, Alfred Wegener in 1912. 

 According to the theory, all the continents 

formed a single continental mass- Pangea 

and mega ocean- Panthalassa surrounded 

it. Around 200 million years ago Pangaea 

started splitting and broke down into two 

large continental masses as Laurasia and 

Gondwanaland forming the northern and 

southern components respectively. 

 Subsequently, Laurasia and 

Gondwanaland continued to break into 

various smaller continents that exist today. 

 
 

7. Consider the following, with regard to Ganges 

River Dolphin: 

1. It is recognised as the national aquatic 

animal of India. 

2. It can survive only in freshwater. 

3. It is listed as endangered in the IUCN Red 

List. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, the Ministry of Jal Shakti 

released a guide for the safe rescue and 

release of stranded Ganges River 

Dolphins. 

 The document has been prepared by the 

Turtle Survival Alliance and the 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change 

Department (EFCCD) of the Uttar Pradesh 

Government. 
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 It was recognised as the National Aquatic 

Animal in 2009, by the Government of 

India.  

 The Ganges River Dolphin was officially 

discovered in 1801. 

 They live in the Ganges-Brahmaputra-

Meghna and Karnaphuli-Sangu river 

systems of Nepal, India, and Bangladesh. 

 It can only live-in freshwater and is 

essentially blind and hunts by Emitting 

Ultrasonic Sounds.  

Conservation Status: 

 Indian Wildlife (Protection), Act 1972: 

Schedule I. 

 International Union for the Conservation 

of Nature (IUCN): Endangered.  

 Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species (CITES): Appendix I 

(most endangered). 

 

8. Consider the following statements in respect 

of Trade Related Analysis of Fauna and Flora  

in Commerce (TRAFFIC): 

1. TRAFFIC is a bureau under the United 

Nations Environment Programme 

(UNEP). 

2. The mission of TRAFFIC is to ensure that 

trade in wild plants and animals is not a 

threat to the conservation of nature. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 TRAFFIC is a major non-governmental 

organisation dedicated to the protection of 

biodiversity and sustainable development 

via the international commerce in wild 

Animals and Plants.  

 It was founded in 1976 and is 

headquartered in Cambridge, United 

Kingdom. It is a collaborative project of 

the World Wildlife Fund and the 

International Union for Conservation of 

Nature (IUCN) (WWF).  

 TRAFFIC’s main goal is to guarantee that 

trading in wild flora and wildlife does not 

pose a danger to Environmental 

Protection.  

 

9. Consider the following statements: 

1. It is a semi-xerophyte crop, grown in 

tropical & subtropical conditions 

2. It requires uniformly high temperatures 

varying between 21°C and 30°C.  

3. It is a plant that needs a long frost-free 

Period, a lot of heat and plenty of sunshine 

4. It is semi-tolerant to salinity and sensitive 

to water logging and thus prefers well 

drained soils. 

The above statements describe about: 

(a) Sugarcane 

(b) Coffee 

(c) Tobacco 
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(d) Cotton 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Cotton, a semi-xerophyte, is grown in 

tropical & subtropical conditions.  

 Cotton is a soft fibre that comes from 

cotton plants and is harvested in the form 

of a boll. 

 It is mostly cultivated in areas with black 

soil and warm temperatures. 

 Cotton is a tropical and subtropical crop 

that requires consistent high temperatures 

ranging from 21°C to 30°C. When the 

temperature drops below 20°C, cotton 

Growth is inhibited. 

 Cotton is grown in well drained deep 

alluvial soils of Maharashtra, Punjab, 

Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, and 

other parts of India. 

 Cotton is semi-tolerant to salinity and 

sensitive to water logging and thus prefers 

well drained soils. 

 

10. With reference to TESS, which of the 

following statements is/are correct? 

1. It is a NASA Astrophysics Explorer 

mission  

2. It is designed to search for exoplanets 

using the transit method 

Options: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 

(d) None 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 NASA launched the Transiting Exoplanet 

Survey Satellite (TESS) in 2018 with the 

hopes of discovering an exoplanet. 

 The Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite 

(TESS) is the next phase in the hunt for 

life-supporting planets outside of our solar 

system. 

 The mission will look for exoplanets that 

obscure some of the light from their home 

stars on a regular basis, a phenomenon 

known as transits. 
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1. In the context of ‘Kartarpur corridor’ which 

was recently seen in news, consider the 

following statements: 

1. It is the religious site of Sikhs where Guru 

Nanak Dev has spent his final days at 

Kartarpur in Pakistan. 

2. It is located on the banks of river Ravi. 

3. It is the only place in Pakistan where 

Indians are entitled to travel visa-free. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 All the three statements are correct. 

 

2. Kartarpur Corridor connects which of the 

following pilgrimages of Sikhs? 

(a) Anandpur Sahib and Dera Baba Nanak 

Sahib 

(b) Dera Baba Nanak Sahib and Gurudwara 

Darbar Sahib 

(c) Goindwal Sahib and Anandpur Sahib 

(d) Gurudwara Darbar Sahib and Goindwal 

Sahib 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Kartarpur Corridor connects Dera Baba 

Nanak Sahib in the state of Punjab, India 

and Gurudwara Darbar Sahib at Kartarpur 

in Punjab province of Pakistan. 

 

3. In India a dam is being constructed across a 

river that lies inside a national park. Who 

among the following are responsible for 

Issuing Environmental clearance for the 

same? 

1. Ministry of Environment 

2. National Green Tribunal 

3. Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 

4. State Environment Impact Assessment 

Authority 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1 and 4 only 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Environmental clearance is granted by the 

Ministry of Environment, and the State 

Environment Impact Assessment 

Authority (SEIAA), under the 

Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) 

notification of 2006. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Consider the following statements: 

1. Birsa Munda started a movement called 

‘Ulgulan’, or ‘The Great Tumult’.  

2. His struggle against the exploitation and 

discrimination against tribals led to a big 
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hit against the British government in the 

form of the Chotanagpur Tenancy Act 

being passed in 1908.  

3. The act restricted the passing on of land 

from the non-tribals to tribal people. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Birsa Munda started a movement called 

‘Ulgulan’, or ‘The Great Tumult’. So, 

statement 1 is correct. 

 His struggle against the exploitation and 

discrimination against tribals led to a big 

hit against the British government in the 

form of the Chotanagpur Tenancy Act 

being passed in 1908. So, statement 2 is 

correct.  

 The act restricted the passing on of land 

from the non-tribals to tribal people. So, 

statement 3 is not correct. 

 

5. Consider the following statements with 

respect to earthquakes: 

1. The magnitude of earthquakes is measured 

on the Mercalli Scale. 

2. The magnitude is expressed in absolute 

numbers, 0-10. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 

(d) None 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Mercalli scale measures the intensity of an 

Earthquake. 

 Intensity scales, like the Modified 

Mercalli Scale and the Rossi-Forel scale, 

measure the amount of shaking at a 

particular location. An earthquake causes 

many different intensities of shaking in the 

area of the epicenter where it occurs. So 

the intensity of an earthquake will vary 

depending on where you are. Sometimes 

earthquakes are referred to by the 

Maximum intensity they produce. 

 Magnitude scales, like the moment 

magnitude and Richter scale measure the 

size of the earthquake at its source. 

 The magnitude in richter scale is 

expressed in absolute numbers, 0-10. 

 The Richter scale is a base-10 logarithmic 

scale, meaning that each order of 

magnitude is 10 times more intensive than 

the last one. In other words, a two is 10 

times more intense than a one and a three 

is 100 times greater. In the case of the 

Richter scale, the increase is in wave 

Amplitude. 
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6. With respect to Pradhan Mantri Awaas 

Yojana (Gramin), which of the following 

statements is/are correct? 

1. The cost of houses would be shared 

between Centre and States. 

2. Selection of beneficiaries is only based on 

housing deprivation parameters of Socio-

Economic and Caste Census (SECC), 

2011 

Options: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 

(d) None 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Pradhan Mantri Gramin Awas Yojana is a 

social welfare programme of the Indian 

Government, to provide housing for the 

rural poor in India. 

 The cost of houses would be shared 

between Centre and States. 

 Selection of beneficiaries under Pradhan 

Mantri Awaas Yojana-Gramin (PMAY-G) 

is based on housing deprivation 

parameters of Socio-Economic and Caste 

Census (SECC), 2011, subject to 13-point 

exclusion criteria, followed by Gram 

Sabha verification. Households that are 

houseless or living in zero, one or two 

room kutcha houses (kutcha wall and 

kutcha roof) are provided financial 

assistance for construction of pucca 

houses under PMAY-G. 
 

7. Which of the following are Mosquito-borne 

diseases? 

1. Chikungunya 

2. Cholera  

3. Dengue Fever 

4. Yellow Fever 

5. Zika 

Options: 

(a) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

(b) 1, 3, 4 and 5 only 

(c) 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Mosquito-borne diseases are those that are 

transferred by a mosquito that has been 

infected. 

 The Zika virus, West Nile virus, Yellow 

Fever, Chikunguny, Dengue, and Malaria 

are all diseases spread by mosquitoes. 

 Cholera is a severe diarrheal disease 

caused by the Vibrio cholerae bacterium 

infecting the bowel. 
 

8. In context to the RBI - Integrated 

Ombudsman Scheme, consider the following 

statements: 

1. It will provide redressal of customer 

complaints involving deficiency in 

services rendered by banks, NBFCs and 

pre-paid instrument players. 
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2. It does not include non-scheduled primary 

co-operative banks. 

3. The RBI Governor is the Appellate 

Authority under the integrated scheme. 

Which of the statements given above are not 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, the Prime Minister has launched 

the Integrated Ombudsman Scheme by 

amalgamating three ombudsman schemes 

of RBI - banking ombudsman scheme of 

2006, ombudsman scheme for NBFCs of 

2018 and ombudsman scheme of digital 

transactions of 2019. 

 The unified ombudsman scheme will 

provide redress of customer complaints 

involving deficiency in services rendered 

by RBI regulated entities viz. banks, 

NBFCs (Non banking Financial 

Companies) and pre-paid instrument 

players if the grievance is not resolved to 

the satisfaction of the customers or not 

replied within a period of 30 days by the 

regulated entity.  

 It also includes non-scheduled primary co-

operative banks with a deposit size of Rs 

50 crore and above. The integrated scheme 

makes it a “One Nation One Ombudsman’ 

approach and jurisdiction neutral.  

 The Scheme defines ‘deficiency in 

service’ as the ground for filing a 

complaint, with a specified list of 

exclusions. Therefore, the complaints 

would no longer be rejected simply on 

account of “not covered under the grounds 

listed in the scheme”. The scheme is 

jurisdiction neutral and a centralised 

receipt and processing centre has been set-

up in Chandigarh for initial handling of 

complaints in any language. 

 RBI’s Executive Director-in charge of 

Consumer Education and Protection 

Department would be the Appellate 

Authority under the integrated scheme.  

 

9. Quasi Satellites, sometimes seen in the news. 

Which of the following statements describes 

it? 

(a) It is a satellite-based on quantum 

computing. 

(b) Satellite to be launched on the far side of 

the moon 

(c) Satellites of Mars 

(d) Space rocks near the earth’s orbit that 

moves around the Sun. 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Kamo’oalewa was discovered in 2016 

(through the PanSTARRS telescope in 

Hawaii), 
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 It is a word that is part of a Hawaiian 

chant, and alludes to an offspring that 

travels on its own. 

 It is one of Earth’s quasi-satellites, a space 

rock that orbits the Sun, but remains 

relatively close to the planet – in this case 

about 9 million miles away. 

 The asteroid is roughly the size of a Ferris 

wheel – between 150 and 190 feet in 

diameter. 

 Because of its small size (about 50 metres 

wide), this quasi-satellite has been 

difficult for scientists to study, and little 

was known about it so far. 

 

10. Kaiser-i-Hind, has been recently approved as 

the state butterfly of which of the following: 

(a) Meghalaya 

(b) Arunachal Pradesh 

(c) Assam 

(d) Tripura 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, Arunachal Pradesh has approved 

the large, brightly coloured Kaiser-i-Hind 

as the State butterfly. Kaiser-i-Hind 

literally means Emperor of India. 

 It is one of the very rare and elusive 

swallowtail butterflies which are found at 

medium and higher elevations. 

 It flies high in the canopy of broad leaved 

temperate evergreen forests found in the 

Eastern and Western Himalayas. 

 This butterfly with a 90-120 mm wingspan 

is found in (West Bengal, Meghalaya, 

Assam, Sikkim and Manipur) along the 

Eastern Himalayas. 

 The butterfly also flutters in Nepal, 

Bhutan, Myanmar, Laos, Vietnam and 

Southern China. 
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1. In India, it is legally mandatory for which of 

the following to report on cyber security 

Incidents? 

1. Service providers 

2. Data centres 

3. Body corporate 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Cybersecurity incidents mean any real and 

suspected adverse event in relation to 

cybersecurity that violates an explicitly or 

implicitly applicable security policy 

resulting in unauthorized access, denial of 

services, unauthorized use of computer 

resources for processing or storage of data 

or change in data without authorization. 

 Section 70-B of the Information 

Technology Act, 2000 gives the Central 

government the power to appoint an 

agency of the government, Indian 

Computer Emergency Response Team to 

report incidents of cybersecurity. 

 Rule 12 of the CERT rules gives every 

person, company or organization the 

option to report cybersecurity incidents to 

the CERT-In. 

 

2. Consider the following statements: 

1. Kaiser-i-Hind was recently declared as 

State butterfly of Arunachal Pradesh. 

2. Its IUCN status is Near Threatened 

3. Kaiser-i-Hind is protected under Schedule 

II of Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(e) 1 and 2 only 

(f) 2 only 

(g) 3 only 

(h) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

Kaiser-i-Hind: 

 Kaiser-i-Hind (Teinopalpus imperialis) is 

found in six States along the eastern 

Himalayas at elevations from 6,000-

10,000 feet in well-wooded terrain. 

 The butterfly is also present in 

neighboring countries of Nepal, Bhutan, 

Myanmar, Laos, Vietnam and southern 

China. 

 The Kaiser-i-Hind is protected under 

Schedule II of Wildlife (Protection) Act, 

1972. 

 Its IUCN status is Near Threatened 

 

3. Kamo'oalewa recently seen in news is  

(a) A new variant of coronavirus found in 

samples taken from the Xinjiang region of 

China 

(b) A fossil of a new megaraptor in Patagonia 
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(c) A Near-Earth asteroid which could be a 

fragment of our moon 

(d) A Most Advanced Humanoid Robot 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Kamoʻoalewa is a very small asteroid, fast 

rotator and near-Earth object. Currently, it 

is the smallest, closest, and most stable 

(known) quasi-satellite of Earth. 

 Recent studies point to the possibility of 

Kamo’oalewa being a part of the Earth’s 

Moon. It could have broken away from the 

Moon due to a possible impact, and gone 

on to orbit the Sun rather than the Earth-

like its Parent Does. 

 

4. Consider the following statements regarding 

the National Population Register (NPR): 

1. The NPR database would contain 

demographic as well as biometric details. 

2. It is not mandatory for every usual 

resident of India to register in the NPR. 

3. As per the provisions of the NPR, a 

resident identity card will be issued to 

individuals over the age of 18. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

 

Explanation: 

• It is a Register of usual residents of the 

country. 

• It is being prepared at the local 

(Village/sub-Town), sub-District, District, 

State and National level under provisions 

of the Citizenship Act 1955 and the 

Citizenship (Registration of Citizens and 

issue of National Identity Cards) Rules, 

2003. 

• It is mandatory for every usual resident 

of India to register in the NPR. So, 

statement 2 is not correct. 

• A usual resident is defined for the 

purposes of NPR as a person who has 

resided in a local area for the past 6 

months or more or a person who intends to 

reside in that area for the next 6 months or 

more. To create a comprehensive identity 

database of every usual resident in the 

country. 

• The NPR database would contain 

demographic as well as biometric details. 

So, statement 1 is correct. 

• As per the provisions of the NPR, a 

resident identity card (RIC) will be issued 

to individuals over the age of 18. So, 

statement 3 is correct. 

• This will be a chip-embedded smart card 

containing the demographic and biometric 

attributes of each individual. The UID 

number will also be printed on the card. 
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5. With reference to the Foreigners Tribunal, 

which of the statements given below are 

correct? 

1. The Foreigners Tribunals are quasi-

judicial bodies, to determine if a person 

staying illegally is a foreigner or not. 

2. Under the provisions of Foreigners Act 

1946 and Foreigners (Tribunals) Order 

1964, both Foreigners Tribunals and 

Ministry of Home Affairs are empowered 

to declare a person as a foreigner. 

3. A rejected person would have 120 days 

from the date of receiving the rejection 

slip to approach a Foreigners’ Tribunal 

(FT) for judging their citizenship status. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

 The tribunals are quasi-judicial bodies, to 

determine if a person staying illegally is a 

“foreigner” or not. So, statement 1 is 

correct. 

 Every individual, whose name does not 

figure in the final National Register of 

Citizens (NRC), can represent his/her case 

in front of the appellate authority i.e. 

Foreigners Tribunals (FT).  

 Assam has set up FTs, specifically to 

handle the cases of 19.06 lakh people left 

out of the updated NRC. 

 Under the provisions of Foreigners Act 

1946 and Foreigners (Tribunals) Order 

1964, only Foreigners Tribunals are 

empowered to declare a person as a 

foreigner. So, statement 2 is not correct. 

 The Assam Police Border Organisation, a 

wing of the State police tasked with 

detecting foreigners, readies the cases for 

the tribunals to decide who is a foreigner 

and who is not. 

 According to the Centre’s standard 

operating procedures, a rejected person 

would have 120 days from the date of 

receiving the rejection slip to approach a 

Foreigners’ Tribunal (FT) for judging their 

citizenship status. So, statement 3 is 

correct. 

 

6. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Director of the CBI is appointed as 

per the Delhi Special Police Establishment 

Act of 1946. 

2. The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act (2013) 

says that the Central Government shall 

appoint the Director of CBI on the 

recommendation of a three-member 

committee consisting of the Prime 

Minister as Chairperson, the Leader of 

Opposition in the Lok Sabha and the Chief 
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Justice of India or Judge of the Supreme 

Court nominated by him. 

3. The tenure for the CBI Director is two 

years. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1 and 2 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 President Ram Nath Kovind has 

promulgated two ordinances that would 

allow the Centre to extend the tenures of 

the directors of the Central Bureau of 

Investigation and the Enforcement 

Directorate from two years to up to five 

years. So, statement 3 is not correct. 

 The Director of the CBI is appointed as 

per section 4A of the Delhi Special Police 

Establishment Act of 1946. So, statement 

1 is correct. 

 The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act (2013) 

says that the Central Government shall 

appoint the Director of CBI on the 

recommendation of a three-member 

committee consisting of the Prime 

Minister as Chairperson, the Leader of 

Opposition in the Lok Sabha and the Chief  

 Justice of India or Judge of the Supreme 

Court nominated by him. So, statement 2 

is correct. 

 Further, the Delhi Special Police 

Establishment (Amendment) Act, 2014 

made a change in the composition of the 

committee related to the appointment of 

the Director of C.B.I. It states that where 

there is no recognized leader of opposition 

in the Lok Sabha, then the leader of the 

single largest opposition party in the Lok 

Sabha would be a member of that 

committee. 

 

4. Consider the following statements: 

1. Enforcement Directorate is a part of the 

Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry 

of Finance. 

2. It is mandated with the task of enforcing 

the provisions of two special fiscal laws – 

Foreign Exchange Management Act, 1999 

(FEMA) and Prevention of Money 

Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA). 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The origin of this Directorate goes back to 

1st May, 1956, when an ‘Enforcement 

Unit’ was formed, in the Department of 

Economic Affairs, for handling Exchange 

Control Laws violations under Foreign 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


044-

26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

          UPSC NOVEMBER - 2021 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 17 

           5 | P a g e  

 
 Daily Current Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests www.iasgatewayy.com 

   

Exchange Regulation Act, 1947 (FERA 

’47). 

 In the year 1957, this Unit was renamed as 

‘Enforcement Directorate’. 

 Presently, it is part of the Department of 

Revenue, Ministry of Finance.  

 So, statement 1 is not correct. 

 The Organization is mandated with the 

task of enforcing the provisions of two 

special fiscal laws – Foreign Exchange 

Management Act, 1999 (FEMA) and 

Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 

2002 (PMLA).  

 So, statement 2 is correct. 

 

7. With reference to Cryptocurrencies, consider 

the following statements: 

1. Fast and Cheap Transactions 

2. Investment Destination 

3. Anti-Inflationary Currency 

Which of the above statements can be termed 

as benefits of cryptocurrency? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

Benefits Associated with Cryptocurrency 

 Fast and Cheap Transactions: 

Cryptocurrencies are way cheaper to use 

to execute international transactions 

because the transactions don't have to be 

handled by a series of intermediaries 

before they reach their destinations.  

 Investment Destination: There is a 

limited supply of cryptocurrency – 

partially like gold. Moreover, the last few 

years have seen the price of 

cryptocurrencies rising faster than other 

financial instruments. 

 Due to this, cryptocurrencies can become 

a preferred investment destination.  

 Anti-Inflationary Currency: Due to high 

demand of cryptocurrency its prices have 

largely remained on a growing trajectory. 

In this scenario, people tend to hold more 

cryptocurrency than spending it. 

 This will cause a deflationary effect on the 

currency. 

 

8. Consider the following statements: 

1. It advocated the 'Nirguna' form of bhakti. 

2. It lays down rules for congregational 

worship. 

3. It’s hymns are called 'Gurbani'. 

The above statements most appropriately are 

related to which of the following Religions. 

(a) Sikhism 

(b) Kabir’s Philosophy 

(c) Judaism 

(d) Sufism 

Answer: a) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


044-

26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

          UPSC NOVEMBER - 2021 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 17 

           6 | P a g e  

 
 Daily Current Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests www.iasgatewayy.com 

   

Explanation: 

About Guru Nanak: 

 Guru Nanak Dev Jayanti is observed on 

the full-moon day in the month of Katak 

to celebrate the birth of Guru Nanak Dev 

(1469-1539). 

 He advocated the 'Nirguna' form of bhakti. 

He rejected sacrifices, ritual baths, image 

worship, austerities and the scriptures of 

both Hindus and Muslims. 

 He set up rules for congregational worship 

(sangat) involving collective recitation. 

 He appointed one of his disciples, Angad, 

to succeed him as the preceptor (guru), 

and this practice was followed for nearly 

200 years. 

 The fifth preceptor, Guru Arjan, compiled 

Baba Guru Nanak’s hymns along with 

those of his four successors and also other 

religious poets, like Baba Farid, Ravidas 

(also known as Raidas) and Kabir, in the 

Adi Granth Sahib. 

 These hymns, called 'Gurbani', are 

composed in many languages. Kartarpur 

gurudwara is the revered shrine about 4km 

across the border where Guru Nanak Dev 

spent the last 18 years of his life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Consider the following, with regard to 

Singapore-India-Thailand Maritime Exercise 

(SITMEX) 

1. It has been conducted in the Andaman Sea 

of the Indian Ocean. 

2. It is conducted annually, and was 

announced by India at Shangri-La 

Dialogue in June 2018 

3. It aims to strengthen mutual confidence 

and develop common understanding and 

procedures towards enhancing the overall 

maritime security in the Indo-Pacific 

region. 

Which of the statement above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All the above  

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, the third edition of the trilateral 

naval exercise Singapore-India-Thailand 

Maritime Exercise (SITMEX) has been 

conducted in the Andaman Sea of the 

Indian Ocean. 

 It is conducted annually, and was 

announced by India at Shangri-La 

Dialogue in June 2018. 

 The International Institute for Strategic 

Studies (IISS) Shangri-La Dialogue is 

Asia’s premier defence summit. It was 

launched in 2002. 
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 It aims to strengthen mutual confidence 

and develop common understanding and 

procedures towards enhancing the overall 

maritime security in the Indo-Pacific 

region. 

 The exercise is in line with India’s 

SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in 

the Region) vision. 
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1. Consider the following statements regarding a 

bill passed by the State Legislature: 

1. A bill sent to the President for his assent 

can be returned any number of times. 

2. In case of a money bill, the Governor may 

give or withhold it or sent it for 

president’s consideration. 

3. Neither governor nor president can return 

the money bill for reconsideration. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 All the three statements are correct. 

 

2. Consider the following statements: 

1. The President enjoys absolute veto and not 

suspensive veto over state bills. 

2. The President cannot exercise pocket veto 

in respect of state legislation where the bill 

is kept pending by the President for an 

Indefinite Period. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The governor is empowered to reserve 

certain types of bills passed by the state 

legislature for the consideration of the 

President. 

 The President can withhold his assent to 

such bills not only in the first instance but 

also in the second instance. 

 Thus, the President enjoys absolute veto 

(and not suspensive veto) over state bills. 

 Further, the President can exercise pocket 

veto in respect of state legislation also. 

 

3. The Annual Status of Education Report 

(ASER) 2021, was recently released by 

(a) NITI Aayog 

(b) Ministry of Education 

(c) Ministry of Women and Child 

Development 

(d) None 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 ASER is a nationwide survey of rural 

education and learning outcomes in terms 

of reading and arithmetic skills. 

 It has been conducted by the NGO 

Pratham for the last 16 years. 

 Due to the pandemic, ASER’s 16th annual 

report was based on a phone survey  

 assessing enrolment in schools and tuition 

classes, and access to devices and learning 

resources, rather than the organisation’s 

usual face-to-face survey which assesses 
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learning outcomes and children’s 

competencies in reading and arithmetic 

skills. 

 

4. Consider the following statements: 

Statement 1: Government school enrolment 

has spiked significantly in 2021 while 

compared to 2018, while private school 

enrolment has dropped over the same period. 

Statement 2: The shift to government school 

enrolment could be a result of financial 

distress, the closure of affordable private 

schools and the movement of migrants to rural 

areas. 

Which one of the following is correct in 

respect of the above statements?  

(a) Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 are 

correct and Statement 2 is the correct 

explanation of Statement 1  

(b) Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 are 

correct and Statement 2 is not the correct 

explanation of Statement 1  

(c) Statement 1 is correct but Statement 2 is 

not correct  

(d) Statement 1 is not correct but Statement 2 

is correct 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 In 2018, only 2.5% of children were not 

enrolled in school. In both the 2020 and 

2021 surveys, that figure had jumped to 

4.6%.  

 Government school enrolment spiked 

significantly from 64.3% in 2018 to 70.3% 

in 2021, while private school enrolment 

dropped from 32.5% to 24.4% over the 

same period.  

 The shift to government school enrolment 

could be a result of financial distress, the 

closure of affordable private schools and 

the movement of migrants to rural areas. 

 This is particularly true for Class 1 and 2 

students, as 37% of those enrolled in 

government schools have never even 

stepped into a physical classroom before.  

 The habit of going to school, sitting in a 

classroom, and teaching in a classroom 

has been disrupted significantly. 

 So both statements are correct and 

statement 1 is the correct explanation of 

statement 2.  

 

5. Which of the following statements is/are 

correct about the Kartarpur Corridor? 

1. The Kartarpur Corridor is a visa-free 

border crossing and corridor between 

India and Pakistan. 

2. It enables both border trade and 

pilgrimage. 

3. It is built across the Chenab River. 

Options: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


044-

26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

          UPSC NOVEMBER - 2021 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 18 

           3 | P a g e  

 
 Daily Current Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests www.iasgatewayy.com 

   

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The Kartarpur Corridor is a visa-free 

border crossing and corridor between 

India and Pakistan. The crossing allows 

devotees from India to visit the Gurdwara 

Darbar Sahib in Kartarpur on the Pakistani 

side without a visa. 

 The corridor is meant exclusively to 

facilitate pilgrimage and it does not allow 

for border trade. 

 The corridor crosses the Ravi river. 

 

6. If your fundamental rights have been violated, 

how can you seek remedy from the courts? 

1. By filing a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) 

at the nearest court 

2. By filing a police complaint and then 

approaching the District Court with a 

contempt petition 

3. By filing a writ petition directly at the 

High Court or Supreme Court 

4. By filing a curative petition at the 

Supreme Court 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The Judiciary has been assigned a very 

important role in the Indian democratic 

political system. It acts as the guarantor of 

the fundamental rights of the citizens and 

guardian of the Constitution. 

 Any citizen whose fundamental rights 

have been violated can file a writ petition 

directly at the High Court or Supreme 

Court. 

 

7. Which of the following statements is/are 

correct about the UNWTO? 

1. The UN World Tourism Organization 

(UNWTO) is a specialized agency of the 

United Nations. 

2. It promotes tourism as a driver of 

economic growth and is committed to 

promoting tourism as an instrument in 

achieving the United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goals. 

3. It runs a global initiative known as ‘The 

Tourism Villages’ to highlight villages 

where tourism preserves cultures and 

traditions, celebrates diversity, provides 

opportunities and safeguards biodiversity. 

Options: 

(a) 1 and 2only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The United Nations World Tourism 

Organisation (UNWTO) is a specialized 

agency of the United Nations. 

 It promotes tourism as a driver of 

economic growth and is committed to 

promoting tourism as an instrument in 

achieving the United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goals. 
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 Promoting sustainable tourism is one of 

the major aims of the world body with 

‘The Tourism Villages’ being one such 

initiative in that direction. The Tourism 

Villages is a global initiative to highlight 

villages where tourism preserves cultures 

and traditions, Celebrates diversity, 

provides economic and livelihood 

Opportunities and Safeguards 

Biodiversity. 

 

8. In context to Pochampally, consider the 

following: 

1. It is referred to as the silk city of India. 

2. Ikat, a unique style of weaving sarees in 

this village, has received the GI status. 

3. The United Nations World Tourism 

Organisation (UNWTO) has selected it as 

one of the best tourism villages. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, Pochampally village in 

Telangana was selected as one of the Best 

Tourism Villages by United Nations 

World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO). 

 The award will be given on the occasion 

of the 24th session of the UNWTO 

General Assembly in December 2021 in 

Madrid, Spain. 

 Pochampally in Nalgonda district is often 

referred to as the silk city of India for the 

exquisite sarees that are woven through a 

unique style called Ikat.  

 This style, Pochampally Ikat, received a 

Geographical Indicator (GI Status) in 

2004.  

 Pochampally’s unique weaving styles and 

patterns received special focus through the 

Prime Minister’s mantra of Vocal 4 Local 

as a part of Atma Nirbhar Bharat. 

 The village is also known as Bhoodan 

Pochampally to commemorate the 

Bhoodan Movement that was launched by 

Acharya Vinobha Bhave from this village 

on 18th April, 1951. 

 

9. consider the following, With reference to 

Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG): 

1. His tenure is for a period of six years or up 

to the age of 65 years. 

2. He audits financial accounts of both the 

levels–the Centre and the state. 

3. He can be removed by the President on the 

same grounds and in the same manner as a 

judge of the Supreme Court. 

Which of the above statements can be correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 only 
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Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About CAG: 

 Head of the Indian Audit and Accounts 

Department - created in 1753. 

 One of the bulwarks of the democratic 

system of government in India. 

 The others are the Supreme Court, the 

Election Commission and the Union 

Public Service Commission. 

 He is the Guardian of the public purse and 

controls the entire financial system of the 

country at both the levels – the Centre and 

the state.  

 The accountability of the executive (i.e. 

Council of Ministers) to the Parliament in 

the sphere of financial administration is 

secured through audit reports of the CAG. 

 Appointment: Appointed by the President 

of India by a warrant under his hand and 

seal. 

 Tenure: A period of six years or upto the 

age of 65 years, whichever is earlier.  

 Removal: CAG can be removed by the 

President on the same grounds and in the 

same manner as a judge of the Supreme 

Court. He does not hold his office till the 

pleasure of the President.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Consider the following. With regard to 

Collegium System: 

1. It was introduced in the Third Judges Case 

(1998). 

2. The government plays no role regarding 

the appointment of judges in a High Court 

Collegium. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 A Collegium System is the system of 

appointment and transfer of judges. 

 The Second Judges Case (1993) 

introduced the Collegium system, holding 

that “consultation” really meant 

“Concurrence”.  

 It added that it was not the CJI’s 

individual opinion, but an institutional 

opinion formed in consultation with the 

two senior-most judges in the SC. 

 Judges of the higher judiciary are 

appointed only through the collegium 

system and the government has a role only 

after names have been decided by the 

Collegium. 

 The government is responsible for getting 

an inquiry conducted by the Intelligence 

Bureau (IB) if a lawyer is to be elevated as 
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a judge in a High Court or the Supreme 

Court. 

 It can also raise objections and seek 

clarifications regarding the collegium’s 

choices, but if the collegium reiterates the 

same names, the government is bound, 

under Constitution Bench judgments, to 

appoint them as judges.  
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1. Consider the following statements regarding 

the POCSO Act, 2019: 

1. The Act increased minimum punishment 

for penetrative sexual assault from 7 years 

to 15 years. 

2. It also provides for with imprisonment 

between 20 years to life, with fine if 

person commits penetrative sexual assault 

on child below age of 16 years. 

3. The Act also defines child pornography as 

any visual depiction of sexually explicit 

conduct that involves child such as 

photograph, video, digital or even 

computer-generated image 

indistinguishable from actual child. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Penetrative sexual assault: The Act 

increased minimum punishment for this 

offence from 7 years to 10 years. It also 

provides for with imprisonment between 

20 years to life, with fine if person 

commits penetrative sexual assault on 

child below age of 16 years. So, 

statement 1 is not correct. 

 

 Aggravated penetrative sexual assault: 

The Act added two more grounds to 

definition of aggravated penetrative sexual 

assault. These include: (i) assault resulting 

in death of child and (ii) assault committed 

during natural calamity or in any similar 

situations of violence. It also increases 

minimum punishment from 10 years to 20 

years, and maximum punishment to death 

penalty. So, statement 2 is correct.  

 Aggravated sexual assault: The Act 

added two more offences to definition of 

aggravated sexual assault. These include: 

(i) assault committed during natural 

calamity and (ii) administrating or help in 

administering any chemical substance or 

any hormone to child for the purpose of 

attaining early sexual maturity. 

 Child Pornography: The Act defines 

child pornography as any visual depiction 

of sexually explicit conduct that involves 

child such as photograph, video, digital or 

even computer-generated image 

indistinguishable from actual child. It also 

enhances punishments for certain offences 

related to child pornography. So, 

statement 3 is correct. 

 Storage of pornographic material: It 

increased punishment for storage of 

pornographic material with imprisonment 

between three to five years, or fine, or 

both.  
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 In addition, it also adds two other offences 

for storage of pornographic material 

involving children. These include: (i) 

transmitting, displaying, distributing such 

material except for the purpose of 

reporting it and (ii) failing to destroy or 

delete or report pornographic Material 

Involving Child. 

 

2. Consider the following statements regarding 

Guru Nanak Dev: 

1. He advocated the 'Nirguna' bhakti which is 

the divine form of devotion to and worship 

of formless. 

2. He advocated sacrifices, ritual baths, 

image worship, austerities and the 

scriptures of both Hindus and Muslims. 

3. He organised his followers into a 

community and set up rules for 

congregational worship i.e., Sangat 

Involving Collective Recitation. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Guru Nanak Dev Jayanti is observed to 

celebrate the birth of Guru Nanak Dev 

(1469-1539), who is first of the 10 Sikh 

Gurus and the founder of Sikhism. 

 He advocated the 'Nirguna' (devotion to 

and worship of formless divine) form of 

bhakti. So, statement 1 is correct. 

 He rejected sacrifices, ritual baths, image 

worship, austerities and the scriptures of 

both Hindus and Muslims. So, statement 

2 is not correct. 

 He organised his followers into a 

community. He set up rules for 

congregational worship (Sangat) involving 

collective recitation. So, statement 3 is 

correct. 

 The fifth preceptor, Guru Arjan Dev, 

compiled Guru Nanak Dev’s hymns along 

with those of his four successors and other 

religious poets like Baba Farid, Ravidas 

(also known as Raidas) and Kabir in the 

Adi Granth Sahib. 

 These hymns, called 'Gurbani', are 

composed in many languages. 

 In the late seventeenth century the tenth 

preceptor, Guru Gobind Singh, included 

the compositions of the ninth guru, Guru 

Tegh Bahadur, and this scripture was 

called the Guru Granth Sahib.  

 

3. Consider the following statements: 

1. Colour codes are used in weather 

warnings for bringing out the severity of 

the weather phenomena expected as per 

the Indian Meteorological Department 

(IMD) under the Ministry of Science & 

Technology. 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


044-

26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

          UPSC NOVEMBER - 2021 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 19 

           3 | P a g e  

 
 Daily Current Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests www.iasgatewayy.com 

   

2. The Red alert is issued as a warning of 

extremely bad weather with the potential 

of disruption in commute with road and 

rail closures, and interruption of power 

supply. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Colour codes are used in weather 

warnings for bringing out the severity of 

the weather phenomena expected as per 

the Indian Meteorological Department 

(IMD) under the Ministry of Earth 

Science. So, statement 1 is not correct.  

 The main purpose is to forewarn disaster 

management authority and people to keep 

themselves ready for necessary action 

related to disaster risk reduction. 

 These alerts are universal in nature and are 

also issued during floods, depending on 

the amount of water rising above land/in a 

river as a result of torrential rainfall.  

 The IMD uses 4 colour codes: 

 Green (All is well): No advisory is issued. 

 Yellow (Be Aware): Yellow indicates 

severely bad weather spanning across 

several days. It also suggests that the 

weather could change for the worse, 

causing disruption in day-to-day activities. 

 Orange/Amber (Be prepared): The 

orange alert is issued as a warning of 

extremely bad weather with the potential 

of disruption in commute with road and 

rail closures, and interruption of power 

supply. 

 Red (Take Action): When the extremely 

bad weather conditions are certainly going 

to disrupt travel and power and have 

significant risk to life, the red alert is 

issued. So, statement 2 is not correct. 

 

4. With respect to the cryptocurrencies, which of 

the statement(s) given below is/are correct? 

1. Cryptocurrencies use decentralized 

technology to let users make secure 

payments and store money without the 

need to use their name or go through a 

bank. 

2. The most common cryptocurrencies are 

Bitcoin, Libra, Ethereum, Blockchain, etc. 

3. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had 

banned cryptocurrencies in India. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: a) 
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Explanation: 

• A cryptocurrency is a digital or virtual 

currency that uses cryptography for 

security. 

• Cryptocurrencies use decentralized 

technology to let users make secure 

payments and store money without the 

need to use their name or go through a 

bank. So, statement 1 is correct. 

• They run on a distributed public ledger 

called blockchain, which is a record of all 

transactions updated and held by currency 

holders. 

• The most common cryptocurrencies are 

Bitcoin, Libra, Ethereum, Ripple, and 

Litecoin. Blockchain is a technology and 

not a cryptocurrency like others. So, 

statement 2 is not correct. 

• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had 

banned cryptocurrencies in 2018. 

• RBI had considered cryptocurrencies as a 

poor unit of account and also 

demonstrated by their frequent and high 

fluctuation in value. 

• RBI also stated that it poses several risks, 

including anti-money laundering and 

terrorism financing concerns (AML/CFT) 

for the state and liquidity, credit, and 

operational risks for users. 

• It had also said that it would seriously 

consider developing a sovereign digital 

currency when the time is appropriate. 

• Subsequently, the Supreme Court has 

struck down a circular of the RBI, which 

bans financial institutions from enabling 

deals in digital or cryptocurrencies. So, 

statement 3 is not correct. 

• The ban was challenged by the Internet & 

Mobile Association of India (IAMA) 

sighting that dealing and trading in 

cryptocurrency was a legitimate business 

activity and that the RBI did not have 

jurisdiction over it as these assets could be 

classified as commodities rather than 

currency. 

• As of now, India is likely to bar the use 

of cryptocurrencies for transactions or 

making payments, but allow them to be 

held as assets like gold, shares or bonds. 

 

5. The Sydney Dialogue is focussed on - 

(a) Nuclear disarmament 

(b) Emerging, critical and cyber technologies 

(c) Clean and renewable energy 

(d) Demilitarisation of outer space 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The Sydney Dialogue is an initiative of the 

Australian Strategic Policy Institute. 

 The dialogue will bring together political, 

business and Government leaders to 

debate, generate new ideas, and work 

towards common understandings of the 

opportunities and challenges posed by 

emerging and critical technologies. 
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6. Which of the following statements is/are 

correct? 

1. The Cyber Security Grand Challenge was 

launched in 2020 to promote innovation 

and provide impetus to the growth of 

Indian cyber security products. 

2. It was launched by the Data Security 

Council of India (DSCI) and the Ministry 

of Electronics & IT (MeitY). 

Options: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Data Security Council of India (DSCI) and 

the Ministry of Electronics & IT (MeitY) 

launched the Cyber Security Grand 

Challenge in 2020 to promote innovation 

and provide impetus to the growth of 

Indian cyber security products. 

 

7. The Election Commission of India performs 

which of the following functions? 

1. Determining the territorial areas of 

Electoral Constituencies. 

2. Advise President/Governor in the matter 

of post-election disqualification. 

3. Acting as a court to settle disputes 

concerning the granting of recognition to 

political parties and allocating election 

symbols to the parties. 

4. Play a leading role in promoting 

participatory democracy and election 

administration worldwide. 

Options: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The Election Commission of India (ECI) 

is a permanent and independent body 

established by the Constitution of India 

directly to ensure free and fair elections in 

the country. 

 Article 324 of the Constitution provides 

that the power of superintendence, 

direction, and control of elections to 

parliament, state legislatures, the office of 

the president of India, and the office of 

vice-president of India shall be vested in 

the election commission. 

 Some of the major functions of the 

Election Commission of India include: 

✓ Determining the territorial areas of 

electoral constituencies. 

✓ It sets limits on poll expenses. The 

commission prepares electoral rolls 

and updates the voter’s list from time 

to time. Notifications of dates and 

schedules of elections for filing 

nominations are issued by the 

commission. 
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✓ Advise President/Governor in the 

matter of post-election 

disqualification. 

✓ Acting as a court to settle disputes 

concerning the granting of recognition 

to political parties and allocating 

election symbols to the parties. It gives 

recognition to the national parties, 

state parties and regional parties. The 

election commission has the right to 

allow symbols to the political parties. 

✓ It also plays a leading role in 

promoting participatory democracy 

and election administration worldwide. 

 

8. In context to the Swadeshi Science 

Movement, consider the following statements: 

1. It was started during the Swadeshi 

movement in 1905. 

2. It was started by Gopal Krishna Gokhale. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

Swadeshi Science Movement: 

 In 1991, it was decided to launch the 

Swadeshi Science Movement at all India 

Level and named it Vijnana Bharati.  

 One of the objectives is to motivate young 

scientists towards greater creativity and 

originality. 

 It is headquartered in New Delhi. 

 The Swadeshi Science Movement was 

started in the Indian Institute of Science- 

Bengaluru by a few eminent scientists 

under the guidance of Prof. K I Vasu. 

 This movement gradually gained 

momentum and emerged as an 

Organization with National Presence.  

 

9. Consider the following: 

1. The Indian Ocean Naval Symposium 

(IONS) is a voluntary and inclusive 

initiative that brings together navies of 

Indian Ocean Region (IOR) littoral states 

to increase maritime co-operation and 

enhance regional security. 

2. In 2021 India held the chairmanship of 

Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS) 

for the first time. 

Which of the above statements are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The 7th edition of Indian Ocean Naval 

Symposium (IONS) Conclave of Chiefs is 

being hosted by the French Navy at Paris 

from 15th-16th Nov 21. 
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 The IONS is a voluntary and inclusive 

initiative that brings together navies of 

Indian Ocean Region (IOR) littoral states 

to increase maritime co-operation and 

enhance regional security.  

 It also serves to develop an effective 

response mechanism and humanitarian 

assistance and disaster relief (HADR) 

against natural disasters. 

 The chairmanship of IONS has been held 

by India (2008-10), UAE (2010-12), South 

Africa (2012-14), Australia (2014-16), 

Bangladesh (2016-18) and Islamic 

Republic of Iran (2018-21). France 

assumed the Chairmanship in June 2021 

for a two-year tenure. 

 

10. Bribery Risk Matrix 2021 has been recently 

seen in the news. It is being released by which 

of the following institutions? 

(a) World Justice Project 

(b) TRACE 

(c) United Nations Convention against 

Corruption 

(d) World Economic Forum. 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

Bribery Risk Matrix 2021: 

 Bribery Risk Matrix 2021 was released by 

TRACE, an anti-bribery standard-setting 

organisation. 

 It measures business bribery risk in 194 

countries, territories, and autonomous and 

semi-autonomous Regions. 

 It was originally published in 2014 to meet 

a need in the business community for 

more reliable and nuanced information 

about the risks of Commercial Bribery 

Worldwide. 

 It aggregates relevant data obtained from 

leading public interest and international 

organisations, including the United 

Nations, World Bank, V-Dem Institute at 

the University of Gothenburg and World 

Economic Forum. 
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1. Consider the following statements regarding 

‘Article 44 of the Indian Constitution’: 

1. The article states that ‘The State shall 

Endeavor to secure for the citizens a 

uniform civil code throughout the territory 

of India”. 

2. It is one of the Economic Social Principle 

of DPSP in Part IV of the Indian 

Constitution. 

3. Although the Indian constitution was 

compiled by Dr. BR Ambedkar, it was 

Pandit Nehru who introduced Article 44 to 

the constitution which sought to establish 

India’s status as a secular state. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• Article 44 states that ‘The State shall 

endeavor to secure for the citizens a 

uniform civil code throughout the territory 

of India”. So, statement 1 is correct. 

• It is one of the Liberal-Intellectual 

Principle of DPSP in Part IV of the Indian 

Constitution. So, statement 2 is not 

correct. 

• Although the Indian constitution was 

compiled by Dr. BR Ambedkar, it was 

Pandit Nehru who introduced Article 44 to 

the constitution which sought to establish 

India’s status as a ‘secular state’. So, 

statement 3 is correct. 

 

2. Which of the following statement(s) regarding 

Special Marriage Act 1954 is/are not correct?  

1. It was created to validate and register 

interreligious and inter-caste marriages for 

Indians living only in India and not in 

Abroad.  

2. People of the same faith can also marry 

under this act.  

3. The act validates the marriage between 

two Consenting adults belonging to 

different faiths, and there is strict 

punishment for those who forcibly convert 

the other partner just for the sake of 

Marriage.  

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 1 and 2 only  

(c) 3 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation:  

 The Special Marriage Act 1954 is the 

legislation made to validate and register 

interreligious and inter-caste marriages in 

India. It allows two individuals to 

solemnize their marriage through a civil 

contract without any religious formalities 

to be carried out under the Act.  
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 While considering the age, the male must 

be at least 21 and the female be 18 at least. 

This Act includes Hindus, Muslims, 

Christians, Sikhs, Jains, and Buddhist’s 

marriages. This act applies to all Indian 

states, except Jammu & Kashmir.  

 This Act applies not only to Indian 

citizens who belong to different castes and 

religions but also to Indian nationals 

who live abroad. Hence statement 1 is 

not correct.  

 People of the same faith can also marry 

under this act but separate laws for 

marriage also exist in their respective 

faith. Hence statement 2 is correct.  

 In case all of the conditions under the act 

are fulfilled, the parties are supposed to 

give a notice for their marriage to the 

Marriage Officer in an area.  

 The provisions under the Act require 

parties to an intended marriage to publish 

their private details for public scrutiny 30 

days prior to the intended marriage.  

 Anyone who believes that either of the 

given parties do not fulfill all the required 

conditions can file an objection against the 

marriage and the marriage officer can 

reject the marriage.  

• Further the act only validates the marriage 

of two people belonging to different faiths, 

but there is no punishment for those who 

forcibly convert the other partner just 

for the sake of marriage. Hence 

statement 3 is not correct. 

 

3. Consider the following regarding Interfaith 

Marriages: 

1. Unlike regular marriages, both the 

bridegroom and the bride must be at least 

21 years of age at the time of marriage. 

2. At the time of their marriage, both parties 

must be monogamous. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The bridegroom must be at least 21, and at 

the time of the marriage, the bride must 

be at least 18 years of age. This is the 

minimum age limit respectively for a 

boy/girl to marry. So, statement 1 is not 

correct. 

 At the time of their marriage, both parties 

must be monogamous; i.e., they must be 

unmarried and at that time should not have 

any living spouse. So, statement 2 is 

correct. 

 In order to be able to decide for 

themselves, the parties should be mentally 

fit, i.e., they must be sane at the time of 

Marriage. 
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4. Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently 

announced the repeal of the three contentious 

farm laws. With respect to this context, 

consider the following statements: 

1. Unlike the enactment of law, a law can be 

repealed by the promulgation of an 

ordinance alone. 

2. Article 245 of the Indian Constitution 

empowers the Parliament to enact as well 

as to repeal any law. 

3. This is the first instance a law is being 

repealed in the last Two Decades. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The law can be repealed by the 

government in two ways; first to bring a 

Bill to repeal the three laws, and second is 

to promulgate an ordinance that will 

have to be consequently replaced with a 

Bill within six months. So, statement 1 is 

not correct. 

 For repeal, the power of Parliament is the 

same as enacting a law under the 

Constitution. 

 Article 245 of the Indian Constitution 

empowers the Parliament to enact as well 

as to repeal any law. 

  That is, the Parliament has the power to 

make laws and also to repeal them through 

the Repealing and Amendment Act. In 

1950, the first Act was passed and 72 Acts 

were repealed. So, statement 2 is correct.  

 In 2019, Repealing and Amendment 

provision was invoked when Union 

Government scrapped 58 obsolete laws 

and made minor amendments to the 

Income Tax Act, 1961 and also the Indian 

Institutes of Management Act, 2017. So, 

statement 3 is not correct. 

 Narendra Modi led government already 

scrapped or repealed around 1,428 Acts 

during its first term. 

 Like any other Bill, the Repealing and 

Amendment Bill will pass in the same way 

as any other Bill. It will have to be passed 

by both Houses of Parliament and the 

President's assent will be required to make 

it a law. 

 

5. In context to Remittances, consider the 

following statements: 

1. They help in stimulating economic 

development in Recipient Countries. 

2. The World Bank has declared India as the 

world’s third largest recipient of 

remittances after China and Mexico. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 
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(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Remittances are usually understood as 

financial or in-kind transfers made by 

migrants to friends and relatives back in 

communities of origin. 

 These are basically sum of two main 

components - Personal Transfers in cash 

or in kind between resident and non-

resident households and Compensation of 

Employees, which refers to the income of 

workers who work in another country for a 

limited period of time. 

 Remittances help in stimulating economic 

development in recipient countries, but 

this can also make such countries over-

reliant on them. 

 According to the World Bank’s Migration 

and Development Brief, India has become 

the world’s largest recipient of 

Remittances, receiving USD 87 billion (a 

gain of 4.6 % from previous year) in 2021. 

 India is followed by China, Mexico, the 

Philippines, and Egypt.  

 The United States being the biggest 

source, accounting for over 20% of all 

Remittances. 

 

 

 

 

6. Consider the following, with reference to Adi 

Shankaracharya,  

1. He propounded the Doctrine of Advaita 

(Monism). 

2. He established four Mathas at Shingeri, 

Puri, Dwaraka and Badrinath. 

3. His major works include 

Brahmasutrabhasya and Bhajagovinda 

Stotra. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, the Prime Minister has unveiled 

a 12-foot statue of Adi Shankaracharya at 

Kedarnath (Uttarakhand). 

 Adi Shankaracharya, also known as Adi 

Shankara, was born in 788 AD, at Kaladi 

near Kochi, Kerala. He took Samadhi at 

the age of 33, at Kedar tirth. 

 He was a devotee of Shiva. 

 Propounded the Doctrine of Advaita 

(Monism) and wrote many commentaries 

on the Vedic canon (Upanishads, Brahma 

Sutras and Bhagavad Gita) in Sanskrit.  

 He was opposed to Buddhist philosophers.  
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Major Work: 

 Brahmasutrabhasya (Bhashya or 

commentary on the Brahma Sutra). 

 Bhajagovinda Stotra.  

 Nirvana Shatakam. 

 Prakaran Granths. 

Other Contributions: 

 Was responsible for reviving Hinduism in 

India to a great extent when Buddhism 

was gaining popularity. 

 Established four Mathas in the four 

corners of India at Shingeri, Puri, 

Dwaraka and Badrinath– for propagation 

of Sanathana Dharma. 

 

7. Consider the following, with regard to 

Kameng river: 

1. It is a transboundary river that originates 

in the Tibet plateau. 

2. It is one of the major tributaries of the 

Brahmaputra River. 

3. The Dafla Hills are located east of the 

Kameng river. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Kameng River originates in Tawang 

district from the glacial lake below snow-

capped Gori Chen Mountain on the India-

Tibet border. 

 Kameng is not a transboundary river.  

 It flows through Bhalukpong circle of 

West Kameng District, Arunachal Pradesh 

and Sonitpur District of Assam. 

 It becomes a braided river in its lower 

reaches and is one of the major tributaries 

of the Brahmaputra River.  

 It joins Brahmaputra River at Tezpur, just 

east of the Kolia Bhomora Setu bridge, 

Assam. 

 Tributaries: Tippi, Tenga, Bichom and 

Dirang Chu. 

 It forms the boundary between East 

Kameng District and West Kameng 

Districts. 

 It also forms the boundary between the 

Sessa and Eaglenest sanctuaries to its west 

(Arunachal Pradesh) and the Pakke tiger 

reserve to the east (Arunachal Pradesh). 

 The Dafla Hills are east and the Aka Hills 

are located west of the Kameng River. 

 

8. Which of the following statements is/are 

correct? 

1. India’s MSME sector plays a very 

significant role in terms of job creation, 

expanding manufacturing base and 

Boosting Indian exports. 

2. The sector contributes over 11 crore jobs 

with over 30% contribution to the GDP 
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and over 49% to overall exports from 

India. 

Options: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 India’s MSME sector plays a very 

significant role in terms of job creation, 

expanding manufacturing base and 

boosting Indian exports. 

 The sector consists of over 6 crore units 

employing over 11 crore people and is a 

seminal contributor to the economic 

growth with over 30% of contribution to 

GDP and over 49% of overall exports 

from India. Also, MSMEs have a 

substantial role in ensuring more inclusive 

growth given that a large number of 

MSME units are located in rural areas. 

 

9. The term ‘Zircon’, recently seen in the news, 

refers to - 

(a) DRDO’s robotic bomb disposal prototype 

(b) Russian hypersonic cruise missile 

(c) Israel’s single-dose COVID-19 vaccine 

(d) Google’s satellite-based internet project 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Russia has carried out another successful 

test of its Zircon hypersonic cruise missile. 

 Hypersonics can travel more than five 

times the speed of sound making them 

much harder to track and intercept than 

traditional projectiles. 

 

10. Which of the following statements is/are 

Incorrect? 

1. India has become the third-largest 

domestic aviation market in the world and 

handles the largest domestic air traffic 

after USA and China. 

2. The Ministry of Civil Aviation launched 

the UDAN scheme in 2016 to improve 

India’s international air connectivity with 

a focus on US and European markets. 

Options: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 India has become the third-largest 

domestic aviation market in the world and 

handles the largest domestic air traffic 

after USA and China. 

 The Ministry of Civil Aviation launched 

the UDAN scheme in 2016. UDAN is a 

regional airport development program of 

the Government of India and part of the 

Regional Connectivity Scheme (RCS) of 

upgrading underserviced air routes. Its 

goal is to make air travel affordable and 
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widespread, to boost inclusive national 

economic development, job growth and air 

transport infrastructure development of all 

regions and states of India. 
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1. With reference to Strategic Petroleum 

Reserves (SPR), consider the following 

statements: 

1. It is huge stockpiles of crude oil to deal 

with any crude oil-related crisis. 

2. The International Energy Agency helps 

coordinate member countries to release 

SPR oil into markets. 

3. India has the highest SPR. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Strategic petroleum reserves are huge 

stockpiles of crude oil to deal with any 

crude oil-related crisis like the risk of 

supply disruption from natural disasters, 

war or other calamities (thus moderating 

prices). The concept of dedicated strategic 

reserves was first mooted in 1973 in the 

US, after the OPEC (Organization of the 

Petroleum Exporting Countries) oil crisis.  

 The IEA helps coordinate member 

releases, provides data on levels and plays 

other roles. IEA also suggests measures to 

restrain demand or otherwise help supply.  

 3 Biggest 'Strategic Petroleum Reserves’ 

are with Japan, US, China.  

 

 

2. Consider the following, with regard to 

International Court of Justice: 

1. It was established in 1945 by a UN 

Charter. 

2. Its headquarter is in Hague, Netherlands. 

3. It settles legal disputes between member 

countries. 

Which off the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: a)  

Explanation: 

About International Court of Justice: 

 ICJ is a principal judicial organization of 

the United Nations (UN). 

 It was established in 1945 by a UN 

Charter and began working in 1946 as the 

successor to the Permanent Court of 

International Justice. 

 It settles legal disputes between member 

countries and gives advisory opinions to 

authorized UN Organs and Specialized 

Agencies. 

 It is seated in the Peace Palace of Hague, 

Netherlands. 

 

3. With reference to repealing a law, consider 

the following statements: 

1. The Parliament of India derives its power 

to repeal a law from the same 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


044-

26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

          UPSC NOVEMBER - 2021 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 22 

           2 | P a g e  

 
 Daily Current Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests www.iasgatewayy.com 

   

constitutional provision from which it 

derives the power to enact a law. 

2. The Parliament does not have to enact 

another legislation to repeal a law if the 

law has a ‘Sunset’ clause. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

not correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Article 245 of the Constitution gives 

Parliament the power to make laws for the 

whole or any part of India, and state 

legislatures the power to make laws for the 

state. 

 Parliament draws its power to repeal a law 

from the same provision.  

 For repeal, the power of Parliament is the 

same as enacting a law under the 

Constitution. 

 A legislation can also have a “sunset” 

clause; a particular date after which they 

cease to exist. 

 For example, the anti-terror legislation 

Terrorist and Disruptive Activities 

(Prevention) Act 1987, commonly known 

as TADA, had a sunset clause, and was 

allowed to lapse in 1995. 

 For laws that do not have a sunset clause, 

Parliament has to pass another legislation 

to repeal the law.  

 Laws can be repealed in two ways - either 

through an ordinance, or through 

legislation. 

 

4. Consider the following pairs: 

          Name of the Port          Country 

1. Sitwe Port               -      Myanmar 

2. Chabahar Port        -      Iran 

3. Gwadar Port           -      Pakistan 

4. Hambantota Port   -      Sri Lanka 

Which of the pairs given above are correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 All the above pairs are correctly matched. 

 

5. With reference to the China Pakistan 

Economic Corridor (CPEC), consider the 

following statements: 

1. The CPEC is the flagship project of the 

multi-billion-dollar Belt and Road 

Initiative (BRI). 

2. CPEC eventually aims at linking the city 

of Gwadar in South Western Pakistan to 

China’s North Western region Xian 

through a vast network of highways and 

railways. 
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3. The proposed project will be financed by 

heavily-subsidised loans, that will be 

disbursed to the Government of Pakistan 

by Chinese banks. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 only 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The CPEC is the flagship project of the 

multi-billion-dollar Belt and Road 

Initiative (BRI), a pet project of Chinese 

President Xi Jinping, aimed at enhancing 

Beijing’s influence around the world 

through China-funded infrastructure 

projects. So, statement 1 is correct. 

 The 3,000 km-long China–Pakistan 

Economic Corridor (CPEC) consists of 

highways, railways, and pipelines. 

 CPEC eventually aims at linking the city 

of Gwadar in South Western Pakistan to 

China’s North Western region Xinjiang 

of Kashgar province through a vast 

network of highways and railways.  Xian 

connects So, statement 2 is not correct.  

 The proposed project will be financed by 

heavily-subsidised loans, that will be 

disbursed to the Government of Pakistan 

by Chinese banks. So, statement 3 is 

correct. 

 

6. Consider the following statements regarding 

the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), 

2019: 

1. It seeks to give citizenship to refugees 

from the Hindu, Christian, Buddhist, Sikh 

and Zoroastrian communities fleeing 

religious persecution from Pakistan, 

Bangladesh and Afghanistan, who came to 

India before 31st December, 2014. 

2. Residential requirement for citizenship 

through naturalization for persons from 

other countries from the above mentioned 

is 5 years. 

3. The Act applies to all States and Union 

Territories of the country, except Assam, 

Ladakh and Jammu & Kashmir. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The Parliament passed the Citizenship 

Amendment Act (CAA), 2019 that seeks 

to give citizenship to refugees from the 

Hindu, Christian, Buddhist, Sikh and 
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Zoroastrian communities fleeing religious 

persecution from Pakistan, Bangladesh 

and Afghanistan, who came to India 

before 31st December, 2014. So, 

statement 1 is correct.  

 Residential requirement for citizenship 

through naturalization from the above said 

countries is at least 5 years. Residential 

requirement for citizenship through 

naturalization for others is 11 years. So, 

statement 2 is not correct. 

 The Act applies to all States and Union 

Territories of the country. So, statement 3 

is not correct. 

 The beneficiaries of Citizenship 

Amendment Act can reside in any state of 

the country. 

 

7. Consider the following statements regarding 

the National Register of Citizens (NRC): 

1. The NRC is an official record of those 

who are legal Indian citizens that includes 

demographic information about all those 

individuals who qualify as citizens of 

India as per the Citizenship Act, 1955. 

2. The register was first prepared after the 

1951 Census of India and since then it has 

not been updated until recently. 

3. So far, such a database has only been 

maintained for the state of Assam. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The NRC is an official record of those 

who are legal Indian citizens. It includes 

demographic information about all those 

individuals who qualify as citizens of 

India as per the Citizenship Act, 1955. 

 The register was first prepared after the 

1951 Census of India and since then it has 

not been updated until recently. 

 So far, such a database has only been 

maintained for the state of Assam. 

 In 2014, the SC ordered the updation 

of the NRC, in accordance with 

Citizenship Act, 1955 and Citizenship 

Rules, 2003 in all parts of Assam. The 

process officially started in 2015. 

 So all the statements are correct. 

 

8. A law enacted by the Parliament can be 

repealed in which of the following ways? 

1. By passing an ordinance 

2. By enacting another legislation to repeal 

the law 

3. Through a resolution adopted by the Lok 

Sabha 

Options: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 
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(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 A law can be repealed either in its entirety, 

in part, or even just to the extent that it is 

in contravention of other laws. 

 The government can bring legislation to 

repeal the laws. It will have to be passed 

by both Houses of Parliament, and receive 

the President’s assent before it comes into 

effect. 

 In case an ordinance is used, it would need 

to be replaced by a law passed by 

Parliament.  

 If the ordinance lapses because it is not 

approved by Parliament, the repealed law 

can be revived. 

 Laws cannot be repealed through a 

resolution adopted by the Lok Sabha. 

 

9. Which of the following statements is/are 

correct? 

1. The Real Estate (Regulation and 

Development) Act, 2016 is an act of the 

Parliament which seeks to protect home-

buyers as well as help boost investments 

in the real estate industry. 

2. It establishes a Real Estate Regulatory 

Authority (RERA) in each state for 

regulation of the real estate sector and also 

acts as an adjudicating body for speedy 

dispute resolution. 

3. It was introduced because the Consumer 

Protection Act, 1986 was inadequate to 

address the needs of home-buyers. 

Options: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The Real Estate (Regulation and 

Development) Act, 2016 came into force 

on May 1, 2016. The Central and state 

governments are liable to notify the Rules 

under the Act within a statutory period of 

six months. 

 The establishment of the Real Estate 

Regulatory Authority in every Indian state 

in order to monitor as well as adjudicate 

and arbitrate any disputes with respect to 

real estate projects is the significant 

feature of the RERA Act. 

 The RERA allows home buyers to 

withdraw previous/pending cases that 

come under the Consumer Protection Act 

(CPA) as the CPA was inadequate to 

address the needs of home-buyers. 
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10. With respect to the Sickle Cell Disease, which 

of the following statements is/are Incorrect? 

1. It is a genetic disease, i.e., it is inherited 

from parents. 

2. It affects hemoglobin, the molecule in 

white blood cells that delivers oxygen to 

cells throughout the body. 

Options: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 

(d) None 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Sickle cell anaemia is an inherited red 

blood cell disorder in which there are 

insufficient healthy red blood cells to 

transport oxygen throughout the body.  

 Normally, red blood cells are flexible and 

spherical, and they travel readily through 

blood channels. Red blood cells in sickle 

cell anaemia are shaped like sickles or 

crescent moons.  

 These stiff, sticky cells can become lodged 

in tiny blood veins, slowing or blocking 

blood flow and oxygen delivery to various 

regions of the body. 
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1. Recently Andhra Pradesh has withdrawn the 

law that designated Amaravati as ‘Legislative 

Capital’, Visakhapatnam as ‘Executive 

Capital’ and Kurnool as ‘Judicial Capital. 

With respect to the above-mentioned places, 

arrange the following from North to South. 

1. Amaravati 

2. Visakhapatnam 

3. Kurnool 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1-2-3 

(b) 3-2-1 

(c) 2-3-1 

(d) 2-1-3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 

 

2. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Minimum Support Price is fixed on 

the recommendations of the Commission 

for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP). 

2. The Cabinet Committee on Economic 

Affairs (CCEA) of the Union government 

takes a final decision on the level of MSPs 

and other recommendations made by the 

CACP. 

3. The Indian Agriculture Research Institute 

(ICAR), the nodal central agency of the 

Government of India, along with other 

State Agencies undertakes procurement of 

MSP crops. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The Minimum Support Price is fixed on 

the recommendations of the Commission 

for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP). 

So, statement 1 is correct. 

 The Cabinet Committee on Economic 

Affairs (CCEA) of the Union government 

takes a final decision on the level of MSPs 

and other recommendations made by the 

CACP. So, statement 2 is correct. 

 The Food Corporation of India (FCI), the 

nodal central agency of the Government of 

India, along with other State Agencies 

undertakes procurement of MSP crops. So, 

statement 3 is not correct. 
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3. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Mullaperiyar Dam is a masonry 

gravity dam on the Periyar River in the 

Indian state of Kerala. 

2. The Dam was given to British-ruled 

Madras Presidency on a 999-year lease in 

1886 and the agreement was renewed in 

1970. 

3. The dam is operated and maintained by 

Tamil Nadu state. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The Mullaperiyar Dam is a masonry 

gravity dam on the Periyar River in the 

Indian state of Kerala. 

 The dam situated at the confluence of the 

Mullayar and Periyar rivers.  

 It is located 881 m (2,890 ft) above mean 

sea level, on the Cardamom Hills of the 

Western Ghats in Thekkady, Idukki 

District of Kerala, South India.  

 It was constructed between 1887 and 1895 

by John Pennycuick and also reached in an 

agreement to donate water eastwards to 

the Madras Presidency area (present-day 

Tamil Nadu). 

 

 The Periyar National Park in Thekkady is 

located around the dam’s reservoir. 

 The dam is located in Kerala on the river 

Periyar, but is operated and maintained by 

Tamil Nadu state. 

 Dam was given to British-ruled Madras 

Presidency on a 999-year lease in 1886. 

 The agreement was renewed in 1970. 

 Tamil Nadu was given rights to the land 

and the water from the dam as well as the 

authority to develop hydro-power projects 

at the site, and Kerala would receive rent 

in return. 

 So, all the three statements are correct. 

 

4. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Periyar River is the longest river in 

the state of Kerala with a length of 244 

km. 

2. Periyar River originates from Periyar 

National Park and flows through the 

Sivagiri hills of Western Ghats. 

3. The main tributaries of Periyar are 

Muthirapuzha, Mullayar, Cheruthoni, and 

Perinjankutti. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 
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Explanation: 

 The Periyar River is the longest river in 

the state of Kerala with a length of 244 

km. So, statement 1 is correct. 

 It is also known as ‘Lifeline of Kerala’ as 

it is one of the few perennial rivers in the 

state. 

 A perennial river is a channel that has 

continuous flow in parts of its stream bed 

all year round.  

 Periyar River originates from Sivagiri 

hills of Western Ghats and flows 

through the Periyar National Park. So, 

statement 2 is not correct. 

 The main tributaries of Periyar are 

Muthirapuzha, Mullayar, Cheruthoni, and 

Perinjankutti. So, statement 3 is correct. 

 

5. With reference to river Teesta, consider the 

following statements: 

1. The source of river Teesta is the same as 

that of Brahmaputra but it flows through 

Sikkim. 

2. River Rangeet originates in Sikkim and it 

is a tributary of river Teesta. 

3. River Teesta flows into Bay of Bengal on 

the border of India and Bangladesh. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The Teesta River flows from the Pahunri 

glacier (not from the Brahmaputra).  

 River Rangeet originates in Sikkim and is 

the state’s biggest river as well as a 

tributary of the Teesta. 

 The Brahmaputra River flows from the 

Angsi glacier near Mount Kailash. Teesta 

is a right tributary of the Brahmaputra. 

Teesta runs through West Bengal and 

Sikkim before reaching the Bay of Bengal 

via Bangladesh. 

 

6. Which of the following are the surface-to-

surface missiles? 

1. Prahaar 

2. Prithvi 

3. Shaurya 

4. Spyder 

5. Trishul 

Options: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 3, 4 and 5 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 A surface-to-surface missile is a missile 

that is launched from the ground to strike 

land or sea targets.  
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 They may be fired from hand-held or 

vehicles, from a ship or ground 

installations. 

 There is different surface to surface 

missiles developed by India. 

✓ Prithvi series of missiles 

✓ Agni series of missiles 

✓ Nirbhay 

✓ Brahmos 

✓ Prahar 

✓ Spyder and Trishul are surface- to- air 

missiles 

 

7. With reference to the use of nano-technology 

in health sector, which of the following 

statements is/are correct?  

1. Nanoparticles can be used for drug 

delivery to the brain for therapeutic 

treatment of neurological disorders 

2. NanoFlares can used for detection of 

cancer cells in the bloodstream 

3. Nanochips can be used to check plaque in 

arteries 

Options: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Nanotech detectors for heart attack 

 Nanochips to check plaque in arteries 

 Nanocarriers for eye surgery, 

chemotherapy, etc. 

 Diabetic pads for regulating blood sugar 

levels 

 Nanoparticles for drug delivery to the 

brain – for therapeutic treatment of 

Neurological Disorders 

 Nano sponges – are polymer nanoparticles 

coated with a red blood cell membrane, 

can be used for absorbing toxins and 

removing them from the bloodstream 

 Nanoflares – used for detection of cancer 

cells in the bloodstream 

 Nanopores – use in making DNA 

sequencing more efficient. 

 

8. Consider the following, with regard to 

Navigation Indian Constellation (NaVIC): 

1. It consists of eight satellites; three in 

geostationary orbit and five in 

geosynchronous orbit. 

2. Despite having a lesser number of 

satellites than GPS, NaVIC has better 

positioning accuracy. 

3. It was recognised by the IMO for 

operation in the Indian Ocean Region. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 
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Explanation: 

 The first satellite (IRNSS-1A) of the 

Indian Regional Navigation Satellite 

System (IRNSS) was launched on 1st July 

2013 and the seventh and final satellite 

(IRNSS-1G) was launched on 28th April 

2016. 

 With the last launch of the constellation's 

satellite (IRNSS-1G), IRNSS was 

renamed Navigation Indian Constellation 

(NaVIC) by India’s Prime Minister. 

 Presently, NaVIC consists of eight 

satellites, three satellites in geostationary 

orbit and five satellites in geosynchronous 

orbit.  It works just like the established 

and popular US Global Positioning 

System (GPS) but within a 1,500-km 

radius over the sub-continent. 

 Technically satellite systems with more 

satellites provide more accurate 

positioning information. 

 However, compared to GPS (24 satellites) 

which has a position accuracy of 20-30 

metres, the NavIC is able to pinpoint 

location to an estimated accuracy of under 

20 metres.  

  It was recognised by the International 

Maritime Organization (IMO) as a part of 

the World-Wide Radio Navigation System 

(WWRNS) for operation in the Indian 

Ocean Region in 2020.  

 

 India became one of the 5 countries 

having their own navigation system like 

GPS of USA, GLONASS of Russia, 

Galileo of Europe and BeiDou of China. 

So India's dependence on other countries 

for navigation purposes reduces. 

 

9. In context to the Mauryan Empire, consider 

the following: 

1. It was the first most powerful Indian 

empire to bring the entire Indian 

subcontinent under a single rule. 

2. The empire, under Chandragupta Maurya, 

spread its boundaries into Central Asia 

and Persia. 

3. Bindusara expanded the kingdom over 

most of present-day India, except Kalinga. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 In 321 BC, Chandragupta Maurya, with 

the help of Chanakya (author of 

Arthashasthra) founded the Mauryan 

dynasty after overthrowing the Nanda 

Dynasty. 

 The Mauryan Empire was the first most 

powerful Indian empire to bring the entire 

Indian subcontinent under a single rule.  

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


044-

26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

          UPSC NOVEMBER - 2021 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 23 

           6 | P a g e  

 
 Daily Current Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests www.iasgatewayy.com 

   

 The Mauryan empire under Chandragupta 

Maurya spread its boundaries into Central 

Asia and Persia.  

 Chandragupta Maurya was succeeded by 

his son Bindusara in 298 BC who 

expanded the kingdom over most of 

present-day India, except Kalinga.  

 Bindusara's kingdom was inherited by his 

son Ashoka the Great in 274 B.C. 

 During the invasion of Kalinga, Ashoka 

renounced bloodshed and adopted the 

policy of Ahimsa and adopted Buddhism. 
 

 

10. Consider the following, with regard to 

Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF): 

1. It ensures universal non-discriminatory 

access to quality ICT services at 

economically efficient prices to people in 

rural and remote areas. 

2. It became statutory by Indian Telegraph 

Act, 1885 

3. It is under the Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Communication. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1,2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Universal Service Obligation Fund 

(USOF) ensures that there is universal 

non-discriminatory access to quality ICT 

(Information and Communications 

Technology) services at economically 

efficient prices to people in rural and 

remote areas.  

 All credits to this fund require 

parliamentary approval and it has statutory 

support under Indian Telegraph 

(Amendment) Act, 2003.  

 It is a non-lapsable fund, i.e., the unspent 

amount under a targeted financial year 

does not lapse and is accrued for next 

years’ spending. 

 USOF is under the Ministry of 

Communications. 

 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


044-

26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

          UPSC NOVEMBER - 2021 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 24 

           1 | P a g e  

 
 Daily Current Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests www.iasgatewayy.com 

   

1. Consider the following, with regard 

Hypersonic Technology: 

1. Missiles based on this technology have at 

least 10 times the speed of sound. 

2. Most hypersonic vehicles primarily use 

dual mode ramjet (DMRJ) technology. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

Hypersonic Technology: 

 Missiles based hypersonic technology 

speed at least 5 or more times the Mach or 

speed of sound. 

 Missiles based on high-hypersonic 

technology have mach number at least 10 

(or 10 times the speed of sound).  

 Most hypersonic vehicles primarily use 

the scramjet technology, which is a type of 

Air Breathing propulsion System.   

 A scramjet engine is an improvement over 

the ramjet engine. Dual Mode Ramjet 

(DMRJ) is a mix of ramjet and scramjet. 

Scramjet is an extremely complex 

technology, which also needs to be able to 

handle high temperatures, making the 

hypersonic systems extremely costly. 

 

 

2. In context to Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana 

(Gramin), consider the following: 

Its objective is to achieve the target of 

Housing of All by 2025. 

It is implemented by the Ministry of 

Panchayati Raj. 

Disabled persons are also a beneficiary of this 

scheme. 

Which of the above statements are incorrect? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 only 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

About Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana 

(Gramin): 

 To achieve the objective of “Housing for 

All” by 2022, the erstwhile rural housing 

scheme Indira Awaas Yojana (IAY) was 

restructured to PMAY-G w.e.f 1st April 

2016.  

 Implementing Ministry: Ministry of Rural 

Development.  

 Aim: To provide a pucca house with basic 

amenities to all rural families, who are 

homeless or living in kutcha or dilapidated 

houses by the end of March 2022. 

 To help rural people Below the Poverty 

Line (BPL) in construction of dwelling 

units and upgradation of existing 

unserviceable kutcha houses by providing 

assistance in the form of a full grant. 
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 Beneficiaries: People belonging to 

SCs/STs, freed bonded labourers and non-

SC/ST categories, widows or next-of-kin 

of defence personnel killed in action, ex-

servicemen and retired members of the 

paramilitary forces, disabled persons and 

minorities.  

 

3. consider the following, with regard to 

Consolidation of Banks? 

1. The consolidation of Banks helps in 

strengthening its presence globally and 

nationally. 

2. It has the potential to reduce operational 

costs. 

3. Larger banks have a better ability to raise 

resources. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The consolidation of Banks helps in 

strengthening its presence globally, 

nationally and regionally. 

 It has the potential to reduce operational 

costs due to the presence of shared 

overlapping networks. And this enhanced 

operational efficiency will reduce the 

lending costs of the banks. 

 Larger banks have a better ability to raise 

resources from the market rather than 

relying on State exchequer. 

 The banks that are getting merged are 

expected to see a slowdown in decision 

making at the top level as senior officials 

of such banks would put all the decisions 

on the back-burner and it will lead to a 

drop in credit delivery in the system. 

 

4. Consider the following statements: 

1. Article 22 of the Constitution deals with 

protection against arrest and detention in 

certain cases. 

2. All laws in India assume an accused to be 

innocent until proven otherwise. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a) Only 1 

(b) Only 2 

(c) Both 

(d) None 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Article 22 of the Constitution deals with 

protection against arrest and detention in 

certain cases. It states that no person who 

is arrested shall be detained in custody 

without being informed, as soon as may 

be, of the grounds for such arrest nor shall 

he be denied the right to consult, and to be 

defended by, a legal practitioner of his 

choice. 
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 Not all laws in India assume an accused to 

be innocent until proven otherwise. 

Example – Atrocity act. 

 

5. Which of the following statements is/are 

correct? 

1. Param Vir Chakra, Maha Vir Chakra and 

Vir Chakra were instituted by the 

Government of India on 26th January, 

1950. 

2. These gallantry awards are announced 

twice in a year – first on the occasion of 

the Republic Day and then on the occasion 

of the Independence Day. 

3. The recommendation for gallantry awards 

is invited by the Ministry of Defence twice 

in a year from the Armed Forces and 

Union Ministry of Home Affairs. 

Select the correct option from below: 

(a) 1 & 2 

(b) 2 & 3 

(c) 1 & 3 

(d) All of the Above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Gallantry Awards have been instituted by 

the Government of India to honour the 

acts of bravery and sacrifice of the 

officers/personnel of the Armed Forces, 

other lawfully constituted forces and 

civilians. Post-independence, three 

gallantry awards namely the Param Vir 

Chakra, the Maha Vir Chakra and the Vir 

Chakra were instituted by the Government 

of India on 26th January 1950 which were 

deemed to have effect from 15th August 

1947. These gallantry awards are 

announced twice a year – first on the 

occasion of Republic Day and then on the 

occasion of Independence Day. Ministry 

of Defence invites recommendations twice 

a year from the Armed Forces and Union 

Ministry of Home Affairs for Gallantry 

Awards. 

 
 

 

6. Under the Indian Constitution, concentration 

of wealth violates 

(a) The Right to Equality 

(b) The Directive Principles of State Policy 

(c) The Right to Freedom 

(d) The Concept of Welfare 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The concentration of wealth violates the 

directive principles of state policy. Under 

Article 39 of the Constitution of India, the 

State shall direct its policy towards 

securing that the operation of the 

economic system does not result in the 

concentration of wealth and means of 

production to the common detriment. 
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7. With respect to the Census, consider the 

following statements: 

1. The Census was first started under British 

Viceroy Lord Mayo in 1872.  

2. The first synchronous census in India was 

held in 1881 and since then, censuses have 

been undertaken uninterruptedly once 

every ten years. 

3. The responsibility of conducting the 

decennial Census rests with the Office of 

the Registrar General and Census 

Commissioner, India under Ministry of 

Statistics and Programme Implementation. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

not correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The census provides information on size, 

distribution and socio-economic, 

demographic and other characteristics of 

the country’s population. 

 The Census was first started under British 

Viceroy Lord Mayo in 1872. It helped in 

framing new policies, government 

programs to uplift areas of improvement 

in the community. So, statement 1 is 

correct. 

 

 The first synchronous census in India was 

held in 1881. Since then, censuses have 

been undertaken uninterruptedly once 

every ten years. So, statement 2 is 

correct. The responsibility of conducting 

the decennial Census rests with the Office 

of the Registrar General and Census 

Commissioner, India under Ministry of 

Home Affairs, Government of India. So, 

statement 3 is not correct. 

 The Census is one of the most credible 

sources of information on the following: 

 Demography. 

 Economic Activity. 

 Literacy and Education. 

 Housing & Household Amenities. 

 Urbanization, Fertility, and Mortality. 

 Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 

Tribes. 

 Language. 
 

 

8. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Census provides a portrait of the 

Indian population, while the SECC is a 

tool to identify beneficiaries of state 

support. 

2. Since the Census falls under the Census 

Act of 1948, all data are considered 

confidential, whereas all the personal 

information given in the SECC is open for 

use by Government departments to grant 

and/or restrict benefits to households. 
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Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation:  

What is a Census? 

 The origin of the Census in India goes 

back to the colonial exercise of 1881. 

 Census has evolved and been used by the 

government, policymakers, academics, 

and others to capture the Indian 

population, access resources, map social 

change, delimitation exercise, etc. 

 However, as early as the 1940s, W.W.M. 

Yeatts, Census Commissioner for India for 

the 1941 Census, had pointed out that “the 

census is a large, immensely powerful, but 

blunt instrument unsuited for specialized 

inquiry.” 

What is SECC 2011? 

 The Socio-Economic Caste Census of 

2011 was a major exercise to obtain data 

about the socio-economic status of various 

communities. 

 It had two components: a survey of the 

rural and urban households and ranking of 

these households based on pre-set 

parameters, and a caste census. 

 

 

 However, only the details of the economic 

conditions of the people in rural and urban 

households were released. The caste data 

has not been released till now. 

 SECC 2011 was conducted by three 

separate authorities but under the overall 

coordination of Department of Rural 

Development in the Government of India. 

 Census in Rural Area has been 

conducted by the Department of Rural 

Development (DoRD). 

 Census in Urban areas is under the 

administrative jurisdiction of the 

Ministry of Housing and Urban 

Poverty Alleviation (MoHUPA). 

 Caste Census is under the 

administrative control of Ministry of 

Home Affairs: Registrar General of 

India (RGI) and Census Commissioner 

of India. 

         Difference between Census & SECC: 

 The Census provides a portrait of the 

Indian population, while the SECC is a 

tool to identify beneficiaries of state 

support. 

 Since the Census falls under the 

Census Act of 1948, all data are 

considered confidential, whereas all 

the personal information given in the 

SECC is open for use by Government 

departments to grant and/or restrict 

benefits to households. 
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9. Consider the following statements regarding 

the Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC): 

1. A Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) is 

set up only to examine a particular bill 

presented before the Parliament. 

2. The JPC is an ad-hoc body. 

3. It is set up for a given period of time and 

is aimed at addressing a specific issue. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

not correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 A Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) is 

set up to examine a particular bill 

presented before the Parliament, or for the 

purpose of investigating cases of financial 

irregularities in any government activity. 

So, statement 1 is not correct. 

 The JPC is an ad-hoc body. So, statement 

2 is correct. 

 It is set up for a given period of time and 

is aimed at addressing a specific issue. So, 

statement 3 is correct. 

 In order to set up a JPC, a motion is 

passed in one House and supported by the 

other House. 

 The committee’s members are decided by 

Parliament. 

 The number of members can vary. There 

are twice as many Lok Sabha members as 

the Rajya Sabha. 

 

10. Consider the following statements: 

1. Green spaces or recreational area is a 

process which transforms the natural 

landscape by direct human-induced land 

use such as settlements, commercial and 

economic uses and forestry activities.  

2.  The Land use change in the urban areas 

signifies the planning and development of 

the urban areas along with provision for 

the forest, wildlife, scrub grass, wetlands, 

river catchment and buffer areas. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Land use change is a process which 

transforms the natural landscape by direct 

human-induced land use such as 

settlements, commercial and economic 

uses and forestry activities. It impacts the 

overall environment in terms of 

greenhouse gas emission, land degradation 

and climate change. 
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  The concept of the green spaces or 

recreational area in the urban areas 

signifies the planning and development of 

the urban areas along with provision for 

the forest, wildlife, scrub grass, wetlands, 

river catchment and buffer areas. 

 Since both the statements are 

interchanged, both the statements are not 

correct. 

 These green spaces are not only provides 

the health and psychological benefits but 

actually filter the air, provides oxygen and 

improves the micro climate of the area 

which are prerequisite for the sustainable 

development. 
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1. Consider the following pairs: 

Buddhist Place                  Known for 

1. Lumbini    Birth                                                      

Kushinagara  

Dhammachakrapravartana                               

2. Sarnath                                                 

Mahaparinirvana                                

3. Bodhgaya                                             

Enlightenment                                    

Which of the pairs given above is/are 

correctly matched? 

(a) 1 and 4 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 4 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Pairs 2 and 3 are interchanged. 
 

Tag: Schemes 

2. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna 

Yojana scheme was part of the Centre’s 

initial COVID-19 relief package, back in 

March 2020 when the first lockdown was 

announced.  

2. It provides for 5 kg of rice or wheat per 

person per month to be distributed free of 

cost to the beneficiaries under National 

Food Security Act.  

3. Those cards who are already eligible 

under free distribution of 5Kg rice or 

wheat were not eligible under this scheme. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Acknowledging that poor families still 

need food security support in the middle 

of a recovering economy, the Centre has 

decided to extend its free ration scheme, 

Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna 

Yojana (PMGKAY), for another four 

months, until March 2022.  

 The Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna 

Yojana scheme was part of the Centre’s 

initial COVID-19 relief package, back in 

March 2020 when the first lockdown was 

announced. So, statement 1 is correct. 

 It provides for 5 kg of rice or wheat per 

person per month to be distributed free of 

cost to the 80 crore beneficiaries of the 

National Food Security Act. So, 

statement 2 is correct. 

 This is over and above the 5 kg already 

provided to ration card holders at a 

subsidised rate, thus ensuring a doubling 

of foodgrain availability to poor people at 

a time when the pandemic and lockdown 

was decimating livelihoods.  

 So, statement 3 is not correct. 
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 The scheme was initially meant to run 

from April to June 2020, but was then 

extended for another five months from 

July to November.  

 In these first two phases, 320 lakh tonnes 

of grain were allotted and about 95% 

distributed to beneficiaries.  

 Initially, one kg of pulses was also 

provided under the scheme, which was 

later restricted to chana dal only, and then 

discontinued in later phases.  

 After the onset of the second wave of the 

pandemic, PMGKAY was rolled out for 

two months again, in May-June 2021, and 

was then further extended for another five 

months, from July to November, which is 

further extended till March 2022.  

 Another 278 lakh tonnes of grain were 

allotted for these two phases, and 

distribution is still ongoing. 

 

3. Consider the following statements regarding 

the National Family Health Survey: 

1. The Ministry of Health has designated the 

International Institute for Population 

Sciences (IIPS) Mumbai, as the nodal 

agency, responsible for providing 

coordination and technical guidance for 

the survey. 

2. The funding for different rounds of NFHS 

has been provided by USAID, the Bill and 

Melinda Gates Foundation, UNICEF, 

UNFPA, and MoHFW (Government of 

India). 

3. All six union territories for the first time 

were included in the NFHS-5 that 

provided estimates of most indicators at 

the district level for all 640 districts in the 

country as per the 2011 census. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3  

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The NFHS is a large-scale, multi-round 

survey conducted in a representative 

sample of households throughout India. 

 Four rounds of the survey have been 

conducted since the first survey in 1992-

93. 

 Each successive round of the NFHS has 

had two specific goals: 

 To provide essential data on health and 

family welfare needed by the Ministry 

of Health and Family Welfare and 

other agencies for policy and 

programme purposes. 

 To provide information on important 

emerging health and family welfare 

issues. 
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 The survey provides state and national 

information for India on fertility, infant 

and child mortality, the practice of family 

planning, maternal and child health, 

reproductive health, nutrition, anaemia, 

utilization and quality of health and family 

planning services. 

 The Ministry of Health has designated the 

International Institute for Population 

Sciences (IIPS) Mumbai, as the nodal 

agency, responsible for providing 

coordination and technical guidance for 

the survey. So, statement 1 is correct. 

 The funding for different rounds of NFHS 

has been provided by USAID, the Bill and 

Melinda Gates Foundation, UNICEF, 

UNFPA, and MoHFW (Government of 

India). So, statement 2 is correct. 

 The First National Family Health Survey 

(NFHS-1) was conducted in 1992-93. 

 The Second National Family Health 

Survey (NFHS-2) was conducted in 1998-

99 in all 26 states of India. The project 

was funded by the USAID, with additional 

support from UNICEF. 

 The Third National Family Health Survey 

(NFHS-3) was carried out in 2005-2006. 

NFHS-3 funding was provided by the 

USAID, the Department for International 

Development (UK), the Bill and Melinda 

Gates Foundation, UNICEF, UNFPA, and 

the Government of India. 

 The Fourth National Family Health 

Survey (NFHS-4) in 2014-2015, the fourth 

National Family Health Survey (NFHS-4) 

was conducted. 

 In addition to the 29 states, NFHS-4 

included all six union territories for the 

first time and provided estimates of most 

indicators at the district level for all 640 

districts in the country as per the 2011 

census. So, statement 3 is not correct. 

 The survey covered a range of health-

related issues, including fertility, infant 

and child mortality, maternal and child 

health, perinatal mortality, adolescent 

reproductive health, high-risk sexual 

behaviour, safe injections, tuberculosis, 

and malaria, non-communicable diseases, 

domestic violence, HIV knowledge, and 

attitudes toward people living with HIV. 

 

4. Consider the following statements: 

1. Total fertility rate (TFR) indicates the 

average number of children expected to be 

born to a woman during her reproductive 

span of 15-45 years. 

2. India’s TFR is declining and it is now 2.2 

per woman, nearing the replacement rate 

of 2.1. 

3. The replacement level is the number of 

children needed to replace the parents, 

after accounting for fatalities, skewed sex 

ratio, infant mortality, etc. 
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Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

not correct? 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) None 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Neonatal death is defined as a death 

during the first 28 days of life, while 

neonatal mortality rate is defined as the 

number of neonatal deaths per 1,000 live 

births.  

 SDG goal 3 calls for an end to 

preventable deaths of newborns and 

children under 5 years of age and 

specifies that all countries should aim 

to reduce neonatal mortality to at least 

as low as 12 deaths per 1,000 live 

births and under-five mortality to at 

least as low as 25 deaths per 1,000 live 

births by 2030. 

 Total Fertility Rate: TFR indicates the 

average number of children expected to be 

born to a woman during her reproductive 

span of 15-49 years. So, statement 1 is 

not correct. 

 India’s total fertility rate (TFR) is 

declining. It is now 2.2 per woman, 

nearing the replacement rate of 2.1, 

according to the latest government 

data. So, statement 2 is correct. 

 The replacement level is the number of 

children needed to replace the parents, 

after accounting for fatalities, skewed sex 

ratio, infant mortality, etc. Population 

starts falling below this level. So, 

statement 3 is correct. 

 Contraceptive Prevalence Rate: CPR is 

the proportion of women who are 

currently using, or whose sexual partner is 

currently using, at least one method of 

contraception, regardless of the method 

being used. 

 It is reported as a percentage with 

reference to women of respective 

marital status and age group. 

 Sex ratio at birth (SRB) is defined as the 

number of female births per 1,000 male 

births. The SRB is a key indicator of a 

son's preference vis-à-vis daughters. 

 Stunting is the impaired growth and 

development that children experience 

from poor nutrition, repeated infection, 

and inadequate psychosocial stimulation. 

 It is the result of chronic or recurrent 

undernutrition, usually associated with 

poverty, poor maternal health and 

nutrition, frequent illness and/or 

inappropriate feeding and care in early 

life. 

 Wasting is defined as low weight-for-

height. It often indicates recent and severe 

weight loss, although it can also persist for 

a long time.  
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 Wasting in children is associated with a 

higher risk of death if not treated properly. 

 Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) is defined 

as the ‘number of deaths of children under 

the age of 1 year per 1000 live births for a 

given year. 

 The country’s average IMR stands at 

32 per 1,000 live births which includes 

an average 36 deaths for rural and 23 

for urban areas. 

 

5. In context to the Panchayat Extension to 

Scheduled Areas (PESA) Act, 1996, consider 

the following: 

1. It was enacted after Bhuria Committee 

recommendations in 1995. 

2. It empowers gram sabhas to play a key 

role in approving development plans. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 After the Bhuria Committee 

recommendations in 1995, PESA Act 

1996 came into existence for ensuring 

tribal self-rule for people living in 

scheduled areas of India.  

 PESA empowers gram sabhas to play a 

key role in approving development plans 

and controlling all social sectors. This 

includes management of: 

 Resources over jal, jangal, zameen (water, 

forest and land) 

 Minor Forest Produce 

 Human resources: Processes and 

personnel who implement policies 

 Managing local markets 

 Preventing land alienation 

 Regulating intoxicants among other things 

 

6. Consider the following, with reference to the 

White dwarfs: 

1. Every Star when it uses all its hydrogen 

fuel turns into white dwarfs. 

2. Stars fuse hydrogen in their cores into 

helium through nuclear fusion reactions. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 White dwarfs are stars that have burned up 

all of the hydrogens they once used as 

Nuclear Fuel. 

 When the hydrogen, used as fuel, vanishes 

and fusion slows, gravity causes the star to 

collapse in on itself into white dwarfs. 

 The stars which are less massive than 

Chandrasekhar Limit will turn into white 
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dwarfs. The stars are more massive than 

Chandrasekhar Limit, will turn into a 

thermonuclear supernova.  

 In a nuclear fusion reaction, the nuclei of 

two atoms combine to create a new atom. 

Stars fuse hydrogen in their cores into 

helium through nuclear fusion reactions. 

 

7. Consider the following, with regard to SDGs 

Urban Index and Dashboard 2021–22: 

1. It has been released by the Ministry of 

Housing and Urban Affairs. 

2. It will go a long way in instituting a robust 

SDG monitoring system in the whole of 

India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, NITI Aayog under the Indo-

German Cooperation released the 

inaugural Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) Urban Index and Dashboard 

2021–22.  

 Cities are fast becoming engines of 

growth. The SDG Urban index and 

dashboard will go a long way in instituting 

a robust SDG monitoring system in our 

cities, and is a milestone step in our SDG 

localisation journey.  

 The Niti Aayog is of the view that this 

transformative change is quite essential, 

given the increasing prominence of our 

cities and urban areas in charting the 

future of development in India. 

 
 

8. Which of the given statements is/are correct 

with respect to the Pradhan Mantri MUDRA 

Yojana? 

1. The scheme allows the borrowers to avail 

of collateral-free business loans at low 

rates of interest. 

2. Under the scheme, eligible borrowers can 

directly borrow up to ₹10 lakh from the 

Micro Units Development & Refinance 

Agency Ltd (MUDRA). 

3. Under the scheme, MUDRA has created 

three products – ‘Shishu’, ‘Kishore’ and 

‘Tarun’ to signify the stage of growth and 

funding needs of the beneficiary. 

Options: 

(a) 3 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The scheme allows the borrowers to avail 

of collateral-free business loans at low 

rates of interest. Under the scheme, 

MUDRA has created three products – 
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‘Shishu’, ‘Kishore’ and ‘Tarun’ to signify 

the stage of growth and funding needs of 

the beneficiary. 

 Under the scheme, eligible borrowers can 

borrow up to ₹10 lakh from the banks. The 

Micro Units Development & Refinance 

Agency Ltd (MUDRA) refinances such 

loans back to the banks. Hence MUDRA 

is not involved in directly lending to the 

borrowers under the scheme. 

 

9. Which of the given statements is/are 

INCORRECT with respect to Udham Singh? 

1. He assassinated the India office bureaucrat 

Curzon-Wyllie in 1909. 

2. He assassinated Reginald Dyer, the 

Lieutenant-Governor who presided over 

the British suppression of the 1919 

protests in Punjab. 

3. He was associated with the Ghadar party 

while in the U.S. 

Options: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) None of the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Udham Singh was an Indian Marxist 

revolutionary belonging to the Ghadar 

Party and the Hindustan Socialist 

Republican Association, best known for 

assassinating Michael O’Dwyer, the 

former lieutenant governor of Punjab in 

India in 1940. 

 The assassination was done in revenge for 

the Jallianwala Bagh massacre in Amritsar 

in 1919. 

 

10. Consider the following statements: 

1. India has set a target of 20 per cent ethanol 

blending in petrol by 2030. 

2. Ethanol is high in oxygen content and 

ensures more complete combustion when 

blended with petrol or diesel. 

3. India does not allow the production of 

ethanol from food grains as it affects food 

security in the country. 

Which of the given statements is/are 

Incorrect? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) None of the above 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 India had initially set a target of 20 per 

cent ethanol blending in petrol by 2030. 

Later this was advanced by 5 years to 

2025 and now it has been further advanced 

to 2023-24. 

 Since ethanol contains oxygen in its 

molecule, it helps in the complete 

combustion of fuel, resulting in lower 

emissions.  
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 Thus, the blending of ethanol with 

conventional fuels helps ensure lower 

emission of carbon monoxide. 

 Even as many developed countries debate 

limiting policy support for grain-based 

biofuels amid reports of food-price 

increases and greenhouse gas emissions 

from deforestation, India is promoting 

grain-based biofuels. It is promoting 

Ethanol derived from rice, corn and sugar. 
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1. Consider the following regarding the 103rd 

Constitutional Amendment Act: 

1. It amended the Constitution to extend 10% 

reservation economically weaker sections 

among all castes and communities, 

including all Christians and Muslims. 

2. The 10% reservation will be in addition to 

the existing cap of 50% reservation for the 

Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and 

the Other Backward Classes, taking total 

reservation to 60%.  

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 One Hundred and Twenty- Fourth 

Amendment Bill was introduced to extend 

10% quota to “the economically weaker 

sections in the general category that are 

not covered by any of the existing 

schemes of reservation”. 

 The bill was designed to amend the 

Constitution to extend 10% reservation in 

direct recruitment in government jobs and 

for admission in higher educational 

institutions to “economically weaker” 

sections among all castes and 

 communities, Christians and Muslims 

included, who are not eligible under the 

already existing quotas. 

 It was amended because the issue was 

related to the Fundamental rights Articles 

15 (prohibition of discrimination on 

grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or 

place of birth) and 16 (equality of 

opportunity in matters of public 

employment) of the Constitution  

 The amendment was ratified in both Lok 

Sabha and Rajya Sabha, by two thirds of 

members present and voting, and by the 

legislatures of not less than half the states. 

 The 10% reservation will be in addition to 

the existing cap of 50% reservation for the 

Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and 

the Other Backward Classes, taking total 

reservation to 60%. 

 

2. Which of the following are the conditions to 

be included in the reservation for 

Economically Weaker Sections (EWS)? 

1. Annual household income below Rs 8 

lakh. 

2. Agriculture land below 5 acres. 

3. Residential house below 1000 sqft. 

4. Residential plot below 100 yards in 

notified municipality. 

5. Residential plot below 200 yards in non-

notified municipality area. 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 
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(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 2, 4 and 5 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 All the above are the conditions are the 

requirements for the reservation in EWS. 

 

3. With respect to the MGNREGA, which of the 

statement(s) is/are correct? 

1. The primary objective of the scheme is to 

guarantee 100 days of employment in 

every financial year to adult members of 

any rural household willing to do public 

work-related both skilled and unskilled 

manual work. 

2. Wages must be paid according to the 

statutory minimum wages specified for 

agricultural labourers in the state under the 

Minimum Wages Act, 1948. 

3. The act mandates Gram Sabhas to 

recommend the works that are to be 

undertaken and at least 50% of the works 

must be executed by them. 

Select the correct answer from the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: d) 

 

Explanation: 

 MGNREGA is one of the largest work 

guarantee programmes in the world. 

 The primary objective of the scheme is to 

guarantee 100 days of employment in 

every financial year to adult members of 

any rural household willing to do public 

work-related unskilled manual work 

only. So statement 1 is not correct. 

 Unlike earlier employment guarantee 

schemes, the act aims at addressing the 

causes of chronic poverty through a rights-

based framework. 

 At least one-third of beneficiaries have to 

be women. 

 Wages must be paid according to the 

statutory minimum wages specified for 

agricultural labourers in the state under the 

Minimum Wages Act, 1948.So statement 

2 is correct. 

 The most important part of MGNREGA’s 

design is its legally-backed guarantee for 

any rural adult to get work within 15 days 

of demanding it, failing which an 

‘unemployment allowance’ must be given. 

 This demand-driven scheme enables the 

self-selection of workers. 

 There is an emphasis on strengthening the 

process of decentralisation by giving a 

significant role in Panchayati Raj 

Institutions (PRIs) in planning and 

implementing these works. 
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 The act mandates Gram Sabhas to 

recommend the works that are to be 

undertaken and at least 50% of the works 

must be executed by them. So statement 3 

is correct. 

 

4. Consider the following statements: 

1. Supplementary Grant is granted when a 

need has arisen during the current 

financial year for additional expenditure 

upon some new service not contemplated 

in the budget for that year. 

2. Supplementary Grant is specified by the 

Article 115 of the constitution of India, 

along with Additional and Excess Grants. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Supplementary Grant: It is granted when 

the amount authorised by the Parliament 

through the appropriation act for a 

particular service for the current 

financial year is found to be insufficient 

for that year. It is specified by the Article 

115 of the constitution of India, along with 

Additional and Excess Grants. 

 

 

 Other Grants: In addition to the budget 

that contains the ordinary estimates of 

income and expenditure for one financial 

year, various other grants are made by the 

Parliament under extraordinary or special 

circumstances. Apart from Supplementary 

Grants, these include: 

 Additional Grant: It is granted when 

a need has arisen during the current 

financial year for additional 

expenditure upon some new service 

not contemplated in the budget for that 

year. 

 Excess Grant: It is granted when 

money has been spent on any service 

during a financial year in excess of the 

amount granted for that service in the 

budget for that year. It is voted by the 

Lok Sabha after the financial year. 

Before the demands for excess grants 

are submitted to the Lok Sabha for 

voting, they must be approved by the 

Public Accounts Committee of 

Parliament. 

 Vote of Credit: It is granted for 

meeting an unexpected demand upon 

the resources of India, when on 

account of the magnitude or the 

indefinite character of the service, the 

demand cannot be stated with the 

details ordinarily given in a budget. 

Hence, it is like a blank cheque given 

to the Executive by the Lok Sabha. 
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 Exceptional Grant: It is granted for a 

special purpose and forms no part of 

the current service of any financial 

year. 

 Token Grant: It is granted when 

funds to meet the proposed 

expenditure on a new service can be 

made available by reappropriation. A 

demand for the grant of a token sum 

(of Re 1) is submitted to the vote of the 

Lok Sabha and if assented, funds are 

made available. Reappropriation 

involves transfer of funds from one 

head to another. It does not involve 

any additional expenditure. 

 Votes on account, votes of credit and 

exceptional grants are specified in Article 

116 of the constitution. 

 Supplementary, additional, excess and 

exceptional grants and vote of credit are 

regulated by the same procedure which is 

applicable in the case of a regular budget. 

 
 

5. In context to Global Nutrition Report, 2021, 

consider the following statements: 

1. There is no country ‘on track’ to halt the 

rise in adult obesity or achieve a relative 

reduction in salt/sodium intake. 

2. India has made significant progress in 

Anaemia and Childhood Wasting. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The Global Nutrition Report acts as a 

report card on the world’s nutrition—

globally, regionally, and country by 

country—and on efforts to improve it. 

 According to the recently released Global 

Nutrition Report, 2021, India has made no 

progress on anaemia and childhood 

wasting.  Over half of Indian women in 

the age group 15-49 years are anaemic. 

There has been a rise in anaemic Indian 

women since 2016 from 52.6% to 53% in 

2020. 

 India is also among 23 countries that have 

made no progress or are worsening on 

reducing ‘childhood wasting’. 

 Global Nutrition Targets: At the current 

rate of progress, the global nutrition 

targets will not be achieved by 2025 

globally and in most countries worldwide. 

 Only seven countries are on track to meet 

four of the six maternal, infant and young 

child nutrition targets by 2025, while no 

country is ‘on track’ to halt the rise in 

adult obesity or achieve a 30% relative 

reduction in salt/sodium intake.  
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6. With reference to ACROSS Scheme, consider 

the following statements: 

1. It pertains to the atmospheric science 

programs of the Ministry of Earth 

Sciences (MoES). 

2. It will provide improvements for warnings 

for cyclones, storm surges, heat waves and 

Thunderstorms. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 It pertains to the atmospheric science 

programs of the Ministry of Earth 

Sciences (MoES) and addresses different 

aspects of weather and climate services.  

 The scheme will provide improved 

weather, climate and ocean forecast and 

services.  

 This would include warnings for cyclones, 

storm surges, heat waves and 

thunderstorms.  

 The whole process from generation of 

forecast to its delivery requires 

considerable manpower at every stage, 

thereby generating employment 

Opportunities for Many People. 

 

 

7. Dosti’ is a trilateral coast guard exercise 

involving India and which of the following 

countries? 

(a) Bangladesh and Srilanka 

(b) Srilanka and Maldives 

(c) Srilanka and Bangladesh 

(d) Bangladesh and Oman 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The 15th edition of the biennial trilateral 

coast guard exercise ‘Dosti’ involving 

India, the Maldives and Sri Lanka was 

recently concluded. 

 The year 2021 marks 30 years since these 

exercises were first launched. 

 

8. With reference to Lithium, which of the 

following statements is/are correct?  

1. It is considered to be the lightest or the 

least dense metal on earth. 

2. It is one of the rare metals. 

3. It is highly reactive and flammable, and 

must be stored in Mineral Oil. 

Options: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Lithium is considered to be the lightest or 

one of the least dense metals on earth. It 

has a density of 0.534 g/cm3.  
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 This makes lithium nearly half as dense as 

water which means lithium would float on 

the surface of water. 

 Like all alkali metals, lithium is highly 

reactive and flammable, and must be 

stored in vacuum, inert atmosphere or 

inert liquid such as purified kerosene or 

Mineral Oil. 

 Lithium is a comparatively rare element, 

although it is found in many rocks and 

some brines, but always in very low 

concentrations. 

 

9. Consider the following statements: 

1. It is the smallest of the shallow seas 

covering the continental shelf of Europe. 

2. It is the busiest shipping lane in the World. 

The above statements best describe: 

(a) English Channel 

(b) Gulf of Lion 

(c) Strait of Otranto 

(d) St George’s Channel 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 English Channel is one of the smallest of 

the shallow seas covering the continental 

shelf of Europe and it is one of the busiest 

shipping lanes in the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

10. India’s Strategic crude oil storages are located 

in which of the following places? 

1. Mumbai 

2. Mangalore 

3. Chennai 

4. Visakhapatnam 

5. Padur 

Options: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2, 4 and 5 only 

(c) 1, 3, 4 and 5 only 

(d) 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 India’s Strategic crude oil storages are 

located in Mangalore, Visakhapatnam and 

Padur. India stores 5.33 million tonnes of 

crude oil in these reserves. 
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1. In context to the Digital Services Tax, 

consider the following statements: 

1. It aims to tax revenues generated by 

multinationals like Google and Apple for 

providing certain digital services. 

2. There is no legal provision for taxing 

digital services in India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

Digital Services Taxes (DSTs): 

 These are the adopted taxes on revenues 

that certain companies generate from 

providing certain digital services.  

 E.g., digital multinationals like Google, 

Amazon and Apple etc.  

 The OECD is currently hosting 

negotiations with over 130 countries that 

aim to adapt the international tax system. 

One goal is to address the tax challenges 

of the digitalization of the economy. 

 India's Tax on Digital Companies: The 

government had moved an amendment in 

the Finance Bill 2020-21 imposing a 2% 

Digital Service Tax (DST) on trade and 

services by non-resident e-commerce 

operators with a turnover of over Rs. 2 

crores.  

2. Consider the following, with reference to 

Havana Syndrome: 

1. It is characterized by a person having odd 

physical sensations and hearing peculiar 

sounds. 

2. Directed microwave radiation is found to 

be the plausible cause of Havana 

syndrome. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 In late 2016, a few diplomats from the 

USA and their employees had reported 

certain usual symptoms during their stay 

in Havana, Cuba. 

 They experienced some odd physical 

sensations and heard peculiar sounds, after 

which they started feeling sick.  

 The US had even accused Cuba of 

carrying out sonic attacks. But Cuba 

denied the accusations of the sonic attacks 

and refused awareness of any such illness 

or syndrome. 

 Ever since many bodies and institutions 

have been researching the cause of the 

Havana syndrome and many plausible 

factors have been discovered till date. 
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 The symptoms of the syndrome include 

Nausea, Severe headaches, Fatigue, 

Dizziness, Sleep problems, Hearing loss. 

 A few of those who had been affected 

more faced chronic issues like vestibular 

processing and cognitive problems. 

 In 2020, a report by the National 

Academies of Sciences (NAS), US found 

directed microwave radiation to be the 

plausible cause of the Havana Syndrome. 

 

3. In context to microwave weapons, consider 

the following: 

1. They are capable of affecting both 

machines and human beings. 

2. China is the only country to display a 

prototype of microwave weapons. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

Microwave Weapons: 

 Direct Energy Weapon (DEW): They are a 

type of direct energy weapons, which aim 

highly focused energy in the form of 

sonic, laser, or microwaves, at a target. 

 They release electromagnetic radiation 

which causes sensations in the human 

body. 

 A number of countries are thought to have 

developed these weapons to target both 

humans and electronic systems. 

 China had first put on display its 

microwave weapon, called Poly WB-1, at 

an air show in 2014. 

 The US has also developed a prototype 

microwave-style weapon, which it calls 

the “Active Denial System”, which is the 

first non-lethal, directed-energy, counter-

Personnel system with an extended range 

Greater than currently fielded non-lethal 

Weapons.  

 Recently, the DRDO has also announced 

its plans to develop DEWs using high-

Energy Lasers and Microwaves. 

 These weapons are a cause of concern as 

they can affect both machines and human 

beings.  

 They can cause long-term damages 

without leaving a single mark on the 

Human Body. 

 

4. Consider the following statements with 

respect to INS Vela: 

1. It is the first of the Indian Navy’s six 

submarines under Project 75. 

2. It is a Stealth Scorpene-Class Submarine. 

3. It is a diesel-electric attack submarine of 

Kalvari-class. 

Which of the given statements is/are 

Incorrect? 

(a) 2 and 3 only 
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(b) 1 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) None of the above- 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 INS Vela is the fourth of the Indian 

Navy’s six submarines under Project 75. 

 It is a Scorpene-Class Submarine. It is a 

diesel-electric attack submarine of 

Kalvari-class. 

 

5. The herb “Withania somnifera” is often seen 

in News as: 

(a) It is a widely used herb in traditional 

Indian Medicine. 

(b) It is an invasive species present in the 

Kole Wetlands in Kerala. 

(c) Its extract is widely used in making 

pesticides. 

(d) It is a herb that contains a dangerous 

amount of Iodine which can cause goitre, 

high thyroid-stimulating hormone levels, 

and hypothyroidism. 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Withania somnifera, known commonly as 

ashwagandha is an annual evergreen shrub 

in the Solanaceae or nightshade family 

that grows in India, the Middle East, and 

parts of Africa. It is a very revered herb of 

the Indian Ayurvedic system of medicine 

as a Rasayana (tonic). 

 

6. Which of the given statements with repsect to 

Rashtriya Gokul Mission is/are correct? 

1. It is a component of the National 

Programme for Bovine Breeding and 

Dairy Development. 

2. It was initiated in 2018 with a focus on the 

conservation and development of 

indigenous breeds and improve their 

genetic makeup. 

3. Its components include the establishment 

of integrated indigenous cattle centres 

(Gokul Gram) and breeder’s societies 

(Gopalan Sangh). 

Options: 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Rashtriya Gokul Mission is one of the 

components of the National Programme 

for Bovine Breeding and Dairy 

Development. 

 Rashtriya Gokul Mission (RGM) was 

launched in 2014 for the development and 

conservation of indigenous breeds through 

selective breeding in the breeding tract 

and genetic up-gradation of non-descript 

breeds. 

 The mission envisages the establishment 

of integrated cattle development centres,  
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 Gokul Grams and breeder’s societies 

(Gopalan Sangh) to develop indigenous 

breeds. 

 

7. Which of the following directions were given 

by Prakash Singh vs Union of India Judgment 

on Police Reforms: 

1. Ensure that the DGP is appointed through 

merit based transparent process and secure 

a minimum tenure of three years. 

2. Ensure that other police officers on 

operational duties are also provided a 

minimum tenure of two years. 

3. Separate the investigation and law & order 

functions of the police. 

4. Set up a Police Complaints Authority 

(PCA) at state level to inquire into public 

complaints against the police personnel 

below the rank of Deputy Superintendent 

of Police in cases of serious misconduct. 

5. Set up a National Security Commission 

(NSC) at the union level to prepare a panel 

for selection and placement of Chiefs of 

the Central Police Organisations (CPO) 

with a minimum tenure of two years. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2, 3 and 5 only 

(c) 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: b) 

 

Explanation: 

 Prakash Singh, who served as DGP of UP 

Police and Assam Police besides other 

postings, filed a PIL in the Supreme Court 

post retirement, in 1996, seeking police 

reforms. 

 In a landmark judgment, the Supreme 

Court in September 2006 had directed all 

states and Union Territories with 7 

directions to bring in police reforms. 

 In passing these directives the Court put 

on record the deep-rooted problems of 

politicization, lack of accountability 

mechanisms and systemic weaknesses that 

have resulted in poor all round 

performance and fomented present public 

dissatisfaction with policing. The 

directives are:- 

 Constitute a State Security Commission 

(SSC) to: 

✓ Ensure that the state government does not 

exercise unwarranted influence or pressure 

on the police, Lay down broad policy 

guideline and 

✓ Evaluate the performance of the state 

police. 

1. Ensure that the DGP is appointed 

through merit based transparent process 

and secure a minimum tenure of two 

years. So, statement 1 is not correct. 

2. Ensure that other police officers on 

operational duties (including  
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3. Superintendents of Police in-charge of a 

district and Station House Officers in-

charge of a police station) are also 

provided a minimum tenure of two 

years. So, statement 2 is correct. 

4. Separate the investigation and law & 

order functions of the police. So, 

statement 3 is correct. 

5. Set up a Police Establishment Board 

(PEB) to decide transfers, postings, 

promotions and other service related 

matters of police officers of and below the 

rank of Deputy Superintendent of Police 

and make recommendations on postings 

and transfers above the rank of Deputy 

Superintendent of Police. 

6. Set up a Police Complaints Authority 

(PCA) at state level to inquire into 

public complaints against police officers 

of and above the rank of Deputy 

Superintendent of Police in cases of 

serious misconduct, including custodial 

death, grievous hurt, or rape in police 

custody and at district levels to inquire 

into public complaints against the police 

personnel below the rank of Deputy 

Superintendent of Police in cases of 

serious misconduct. So, statement 4 is 

not correct. 

7. Set up a National Security Commission 

(NSC) at the union level to prepare a panel 

for selection and placement of Chiefs of 

the Central Police Organisations (CPO) 

with a minimum tenure of two years. So, 

statement 5 is correct. 

 

8. Consider the following statements: 

1. Statement 1: No criminal case shall be 

registered under Section 154 of the 

Criminal Procedure Code (an FIR) against 

a judge of the High Court, Chief Justice of 

the High Court or a judge of the Supreme 

Court unless the government first 

“consults” the Chief Justice of India. 

2. Statement 2: Consultation with the CJI 

while registering a criminal case against a 

judge, whether of the High Court or the 

Supreme Court, has been made mandatory 

to protect the independence of judiciary. 

Which one of the following is correct in 

respect of the above statements?  

(a) Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 are 

correct and Statement 2 is the correct 

explanation of Statement 1  

(b) Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 are 

correct and Statement 2 is not the correct 

explanation of Statement 1  

(c) Statement 1 is correct but Statement 2 is 

not correct  

(d) Statement 1 is not correct but Statement 2 

is correct 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The majority held that no criminal case 

shall be registered under Section 154 of 

the Criminal Procedure Code (an FIR) 
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against a judge of the High Court, Chief 

Justice of the High Court or a judge of the 

Supreme Court unless the government first 

“consults” the Chief Justice of India.  

 The justification given was that the CJI’s 

assent was imperative as he was a 

“participatory functionary” in the 

appointment of judges. 

 The Veeraswami case specifically dealt 

with the Prevention of Corruption Act in 

judiciary, but the majority judgment had 

extended its ambit to “any criminal case”. 

 “Due regard must be given by the 

government to the opinion expressed by 

the Chief Justice. If the Chief Justice is of 

opinion that it is not a fit case for 

proceeding under the Act, the case shall 

not be registered,” the majority judgment 

held. 

 The verdict held that if the Chief Justice of 

India himself is the person against whom 

the allegations of criminal misconduct are 

received, the government shall consult any 

other judge or judges of the Supreme 

Court. 

 If the CJI allows the FIR to be registered, 

the government shall, for the second time, 

consult him on the question of granting 

sanction for prosecution. 

 The Veeraswami judgment holds that “it 

shall be necessary and appropriate that the 

question of sanction be guided by and in  

 accordance with the advice of the Chief 

Justice of India”. The majority in the 

Constitution Bench classifies a judge as a 

“public servant”. 

 Consultation with the CJI while 

registering a criminal case against a judge, 

whether of the High Court or the Supreme 

Court, has been made mandatory to 

protect the independence of judiciary. 

 Similarly, the Supreme Court has also laid 

down guidelines for the arrest of a judicial 

officer of the subordinate judiciary. 

 

9. Which of the following constitute the 

Appointments committee of the Cabinet? 

1. Prime Minister of India 

2. Cabinet Secretary 

3. Home Minister of India 

4. Minister-in-charge of the concerned 

Ministry 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 2  and 3 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The Appointments Committee of the 

Cabinet (ACC) decides appointments to 

several top posts under the Government of 

India. 
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 The committee is composed of the Prime 

Minister of India (who is the Chairman) 

and the Minister of Home Affairs. 

Originally the Minister-in-charge of the 

concerned Ministry was also part of the 

committee but as of 14 July 2016, is 

not.[1] 

 The Establishment Officer’s Division (EO 

Division) processes all proposals for 

senior appointments in the Government of 

India that require the approval of the 

Appointments Committee of the Cabinet 

under the Government of India 

Transactions of Business Rules, 1961.  

 The committee makes appointments to 

posts of: 

 CBI chief (by ACC comprising CJI, 

opposition party leader and PM) 

 Chiefs of three services 

 Director General of Military 

Operations 

 Chiefs of all Air and Army Commands 

 Director General of Defence 

Intelligence Agency 

 Scientific Advisor to the Defence 

Minister 

 Director General of Armed Forces 

Medical Services 

 Director General of Ordnance 

Factories (DGOF) & Chairman OFB 

 Director-General of Defence Estates 

 Controller General of Defence 

Accounts 

 Director of Institute for Defence 

Studies and Analyses 

 Solicitor-General of India 

 Governor of the Reserve Bank of India 

 Executive Director of World Bank 

 Chairman and Members of the 

Railway Board 

 Chief Vigilance Officers and directors 

of the board in Public Sector 

Undertakings. 

 Secretariat posts of and above the rank 

of Joint Secretary in the Central 

Government. 

 

10. Consider the following statements regarding 

National Disaster Response Force: 

1. NDRF is a specialised force constituted 

under the Disaster Management Act, 2005. 

2. The Chairman of the National Disaster 

Management Authority is the Prime 

minister. 

3. The responsibility of managing disasters 

in India is that of the central Government. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The National Disaster Response Force 

(NDRF) is a specialised force constituted 
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"for the purpose of specialist response to a 

threatening disaster situation or disaster" 

under the Disaster Management Act, 2005. 

So, statement 1 is correct. 

 The responsibility of managing disasters 

India is that of the State Government. So, 

statement 3 is not correct. 

 The ‘Nodal Ministry’ in the central 

government for management of natural 

disasters is the Ministry of Home Affairs 

(MHA). 

 National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) 

is under the National Disaster 

Management Authority. 

 National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) 

is a force of 12 battalions, organised on 

Para-military lines, and manned by 

persons on deputation from the Para-

military forces of India: three each from 

the BSF and CRPF and two each from 

CISF, ITBP and SSB. 

 NDRF in addition to being able to respond 

to natural disasters has four battalions 

capable of responding to radiological, 

nuclear, biological and chemical disasters. 

 The Apex Body for Disaster Management 

in India is the National Disaster 

Management Authority (NDMA). The 

Chairman of the NDMA is the Prime 

Minister. So, statement 2 is correct. 
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1. Consider the following statements regarding 

the National Company Law Appellate 

Tribunal (NCLAT): 

1. It is a quasi-judicial body constituted 

under the Section 410 of the Companies 

Act, 2013. 

2. The President, chairperson and Judicial 

Members of the Appellate Tribunal are 

appointed after consultation with the 

President of India. 

3. It can only hear and dispose appeals 

against any orders passed by the 

Competition Commission of India (CCI). 

Which of the statement(s) given below is/are 

not correct? 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 National Company Law Appellate 

Tribunal (NCLAT) is a quasi-judicial 

body constituted under Section 410 of the 

Companies Act, 2013 for hearing appeals 

against the orders of National Company 

Law Tribunal(s) (NCLT), with effect from 

1st June, 2016. So, statement 1 is correct. 

 The President, chairperson and Judicial 

Members of the Appellate Tribunal are 

appointed after consultation with the 

Chief Justice of India. So, statement 2 is 

not correct. 

 NCLAT is also the Appellate Tribunal for 

hearing appeals against the orders passed 

by NCLT(s) under Section 61 of the 

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 

(IBC). 

 NCLAT is also the Appellate Tribunal for 

hearing appeals against the orders passed 

by Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of 

India under Section 202 and Section 211 

of IBC. 

 NCLAT is also the Appellate Tribunal to 

hear and dispose of appeals against any 

direction issued or decision made or order 

passed by the Competition Commission of 

India (CCI). 

 So, statement 3 is not correct. 

 

2. Consider the following statements: 

1. Enforcement Directorate is a part of the 

Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry 

of Finance. 

2. It is mandated with the task of enforcing 

the provisions of two special fiscal laws – 

Foreign Exchange Management Act, 1999 

(FEMA) and Prevention of Money 

Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA). 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


044-

26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

          UPSC NOVEMBER - 2021 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 29 

           2 | P a g e  

 
 Daily Current Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests www.iasgatewayy.com 

   

Explanation: 

 The origin of this Directorate goes back to 

1st May, 1956, when an ‘Enforcement 

Unit’ was formed, in the Department of 

Economic Affairs, for handling Exchange 

Control Laws violations under Foreign 

Exchange Regulation Act, 1947 (FERA 

’47). 

 In the year 1957, this Unit was renamed as 

‘Enforcement Directorate’. 

 Presently, it is part of the Department of 

Revenue, Ministry of Finance. So, 

statement 1 is not correct. 

 The Organization is mandated with the 

task of enforcing the provisions of two 

special fiscal laws – Foreign Exchange 

Management Act, 1999 (FEMA) and 

Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 

2002 (PMLA). So, statement 2 is correct. 

 

3. With reference to the differences between the 

National Green Tribunal (NGT) and the 

Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), 

consider the following statements: 

1. The NGT has been established by an Act 

whereas the CPCB has been created by an 

executive order of the Government. 

2. The NGT provides environmental justice 

and helps reduce the burden of litigation in 

the higher courts whereas the CPCB 

promotes cleanliness of streams and wells, 

and aims to improve the quality of air in 

the country. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The NGT was established by the National 

Green Tribunal Act, 2010 whereas the 

CPCB has been created by the Water act, 

1974. So, statement 1 is not correct. 

 

4. With reference to the National Green Tribunal 

(NGT) Act, consider the following 

statements: 

1. The act allows NGT composition for up to 

40 members with 20 expert members and 

20 judicial members. 

2. The Chairman is required to be a serving 

or retired Chief Justice of a High Court or 

a judge of the Supreme Court of India. 

3. Expert members are chosen from 

applicants who are either serving or retired 

bureaucrats not below the rank of an 

Additional Secretary to the Government of 

India with a minimum administrative 

experience of five years in dealing with 

Environmental Matters. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 
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(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The Madras High Court recently stayed 

the operation of an order on appointing 

former Tamil Nadu Chief Secretary Girija 

Vaidyanathan as an Expert Member of the 

National Green Tribunal (NGT). 

Composition of NGT: 

 Sanctioned strength: The act allows for 

up to 40 members (20 expert members and 

20 judicial members). 

 Chairman: Is the administrative head of 

the tribunal, also serves as a judicial 

member and is required to be a serving or 

retired Chief Justice of a High Court or a 

judge of the Supreme Court of India. 

How these members are selected? 

 Members are chosen by a selection 

committee (headed by a sitting judge of 

the Supreme Court of India) that reviews 

their applications and conducts interviews. 

 The Judicial members are chosen from 

applicants who are serving or retired 

judges of High Courts. 

 Expert members are chosen from 

applicants who are either serving or retired 

bureaucrats not below the rank of an 

Additional Secretary to the Government of 

India (not below the rank of Principal 

Secretary if serving under a state 

  government) with a minimum 

administrative experience of five years in 

dealing with environmental matters. Or, 

the expert members must have a doctorate 

in a related field. 

 

5. With reference to the appellate jurisdiction of 

the Supreme Court to grant Special Leave, 

which of the following statements is/are 

incorrect? 

1. It can be granted against any court or 

Tribunal in the country.  

2. It is a discretionary power of the Supreme 

Court and cannot be claimed as a matter of 

right.  

3. It is applicable to constitutional, civil and 

Criminal Matters.  

Options: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only  

(c) 3 only  

(d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The Supreme Court of India can only issue 

special leave to appeal in extraordinary 

situations where a court has committed 

major injustice or disobeyed the legal 

process. 

 As a result of such a special leave appeal, 

the Supreme Court can either approve or 

reject the appellant’s application, because 

the Supreme Court has the discretionary 
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ability to accept or reject such an 

application.   

 In matters of right for parties in civil, 

criminal, and constitutional proceedings, 

the supreme court gives special permission 

to special appeal. 

 

6. Which of the following are the works of 

Rabindranath Tagore? 

1. Satya Ke Prayog  

2. Gitanjali 

3. Ghare Baire 

4. Sonar Tori 

Options: 

(a) 1 and 4 only 

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Rabindranath Tagore was not only the first 

Asian to receive the Nobel Prize for 

Literature, but also the first non-European 

to do so. 

 Tagore was the author of two national 

anthems. For India, “Jana Gana Mana” 

and for Bangladesh, “Amar Sonar 

Bangla.” 

 He played an important part in 

modernizing Bengali poetry and prose. 

Gitanjali, Ghare-Baire, Gora, Manasi, 

Balaka, and Sonar Tori are among his 

major works. He is also known for his 

song ‘Ekla Chalo Re'. 

 

7. Which nuclear power plant in India is being 

built in partnership with France? 

(a) Kaiga 

(b) Kudankulam 

(c) Kalpakkam 

(d) Jaitapur  

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, the French company EDF and 

Nuclear Power Corporation of India 

Limited (NPCIL) are working together to 

take the Jaitapur project off the ground. 

 EDF, a French corporation, recently 

submitted a binding offer for the Jaitapur 

project to NPCIL. 

 

Tag:  Indian Judiciary 

8. Which of the following are seen as features of 

the Indian Judiciary? 

1. Independent from the executive and 

legislature 

2. President appoints judges to the Higher 

Judiciary 

3. Transparent and accountable Appointment 

process 

Options: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 
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Explanation: 

 The Indian Constitution establishes a 

unified, integrated judicial system.  

 The Indian Constitution establishes a 

separation of powers between the judiciary 

and the other two branches of government, 

i.e., executive and legislative. 

 The President has the ability to nominate 

the Chief Justice of India (C.J.I.) and 

Supreme Court Judges under Article 124.  

 The appointment of judges by the 

Collegium system is criticized for being 

opaque, and there was no method for 

verifying the appointment’s 

reasonableness. There is a complete 

absence of responsibility on the part of the 

Judiciary.  

 

 

9. ‘Operation HAECHIII’, recently seen in 

news, refers to - 

(a) A global anti-drug operation launched by 

United Nations Office on Drugs and 

Crime 

(b) EU mission to rescue migrants stranded in 

the Mediterranean Sea 

(c) Deployment of UN Peacekeeping Forces 

in Afghanistan 

(d) Interpol’s global operation to crackdown 

on cyber-enabled financial crime. 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The operation codenamed ‘HAECHI-II’ 

was conducted by INTERPOL underlining 

the global threat of cyber-enabled 

financial crime. 

 It is the second such operation in a three-

year project launched to tackle cyber-

enabled financial crime. 

 

10. With reference to the differences between 

Foreign Exchange Regulation Act (FERA) 

and Foreign Exchange Management Act 

(FEMA), consider the following statements: 

1. Parliament of India enacted the Foreign 

Exchange Management Act (FEMA) on 

29 December 1999 replacing FERA. 

2. If there was a violation of FERA rules, 

then it was considered as civil offence, 

while violation of FEMA rules is 

considered as criminal offence. 

3. A person accused of FERA violation was 

not provided legal help while is not in the 

case of FEMA, where legal help is 

provided. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

not correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) None 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The major differences between FERA and 

FEMA are: 
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1. The Parliament recently passed a bill to repeal 

the three contentious farm laws. With respect 

to this context, consider the following 

statements: 

1. Unlike the enactment of law, a law can be 

repealed only after being passed in the 

Parliament. 

2. Article 245 of the Indian Constitution 

empowers the Parliament to enact as well 

as to repeal any law. 

3. This is the first instance a law is being 

repealed in the last two decades. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The law can be repealed by the 

government in two ways; first to bring a 

Bill to repeal the three laws, and second is 

to promulgate an ordinance that will 

have to be consequently replaced with a 

Bill within six months. So, statement 1 is 

not correct. 

 For repeal, the power of Parliament is the 

same as enacting a law under the 

Constitution. 

 

 

 Article 245 of the Indian Constitution 

empowers the Parliament to enact as well 

as to repeal any law.  

 That is, the Parliament has the power to 

make laws and also to repeal them through 

the Repealing and Amendment Act. In 

1950, the first Act was passed and 72 Acts 

were repealed. So, statement 2 is correct.  

 In 2019, Repealing and Amendment 

provision was invoked when Union 

Government scrapped 58 obsolete laws 

and made minor amendments to the 

Income Tax Act, 1961 and also the Indian 

Institutes of Management Act, 2017. So, 

statement 3 is not correct. 

 Narendra Modi led government already 

scrapped or repealed around 1,428 Acts 

during its first term. 

 Like any other Bill, the Repealing and 

Amendment Bill will pass in the same way 

as any other Bill. It will have to be passed 

by both Houses of Parliament and the 

President's assent will be required to make 

it a law. 
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2. Consider the following statements: 

1. Rule 255 of the General Rules of 

Procedure of the Rajya Sabha provides for 

Withdrawal of Member, whereas Rule 256 

provides for Suspension of a Member. 

2. Unlike the Speaker, the Rajya Sabha 

Chairman has the power to suspend a 

Member. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Rule 255 provides for ‘Withdrawal of 

Member’; whereas Rule 256 provides for 

Suspension of a Member. 

 Under Rule 255, “of the General Rules of 

Procedure of the Rajya Sabha, “The 

Chairman may direct any member whose 

conduct is in his opinion grossly 

disorderly to withdraw immediately from 

the Council and any member so ordered to 

withdraw shall do so forthwith and shall 

absent himself during the remainder of the 

day’s meeting.” 

 Like the Speaker in Lok Sabha, the 

Chairman of Rajya Sabha is empowered 

under Rule Number 255 of its Rule Book 

 to “direct any Member whose conduct is 

in his opinion grossly disorderly to 

withdraw immediately” from the House. 

 Unlike the Speaker, however, the Rajya 

Sabha Chairman does not have the power 

to suspend a Member.  

 The House has to adopt a motion 

suspending the Member from the service 

of the House for a period not exceeding 

the remainder of the Session. 

 

3. Consider the following, with regard to 

SAFAR (System of Air Quality and Weather 

Forecast and Research)? 

1. It is introduced by the Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change. 

2. It monitors weather parameters like 

temperature, UV radiation, and solar 

radiation. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 SAFAR (System of Air Quality and 

Weather Forecast and Research) is a 

national initiative introduced by the 

Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) to 
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  measure the air quality of a metropolitan 

city, by measuring the overall pollution 

level and the location-specific air quality 

of the city.  

 The system is indigenously developed by 

the Indian Institute of Tropical 

Meteorology (IITM), Pune and is 

operationalized by the India 

Meteorological Department (IMD). 

 It is an integral part of India’s first Air 

Quality Early Warning System operational 

in Delhi. 

 It monitors all weather parameters like 

temperature, rainfall, humidity, wind 

speed, and wind direction, UV radiation, 

and solar radiation.  

 The World Meteorological Organization 

has recognized SAFAR as a prototype 

activity on the basis of the high-quality 

control and standards maintained in its 

implementation. 

Pollutants Monitored: 

 PM2.5, PM10, Ozone, Carbon Monoxide 

(CO), Nitrogen Oxides (NOx), Sulfur 

Dioxide (SO2), Benzene, Toluene, 

Xylene, and Mercury. 

 

4. In context to the Mutation, consider the 

following statements: 

1. When a virus mutates, it always produces 

its clone. 

2. Viruses with new mutations are sometimes 

called Variants. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Any changes to the viral genetic sequence 

during this process is known as a 

Mutation. 

 When a virus replicates, it doesn’t always 

manage to produce an exact copy of itself. 

 This means that, over time, the virus may 

start to differ slightly in terms of its 

genetic sequence. 

 Viruses with new mutations are sometimes 

called Variants. Variants can differ by one 

or multiple mutations. 

 When a new variant has different 

functional properties to the original virus 

and becomes established in a population, it 

is sometimes referred to as a New Strain 

of the virus. 

 

5. Consider the following, with regard to 

UNCITRAL (United Nations Commission on 

International Trade Law): 

1. It is the core legal body of the United 

Nations system in the field of international 

trade law. 
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2. Its model law is the most widely accepted 

legal framework to deal with cross-border 

insolvency issues. 

3. India is only one of eight countries that 

has been a member of this body since its 

inception. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 UNCITRAL (United Nations Commission 

on International Trade Law) 

 It is the core legal body of the United 

Nations system in the field of international 

trade law. 

 UNCITRAL was established in 1966 with 

a recognition that international trade 

cooperation among States is an important 

factor in the promotion of friendly 

relations and, consequently, in the 

maintenance of peace and security. 

 Through its several model laws, 

conventions, legislative guides and robust 

debates in working groups, UNCITRAL 

has provided a valuable platform for 

countries to compare, examine, debate and 

adopt principles of international 

commercial and trade law appropriate to 

their circumstances. 

 Since its inception, India is only one of 

eight countries that has been a member of 

UNCITRAL. 

 The UNCITRAL Model Law is the most 

widely accepted legal framework to deal 

with cross-border insolvency issues. 

 It has been adopted by 49 countries, 

including the UK, the US, South Africa, 

South Korea and Singapore. 

 

6. Consider the following statements: 

1. Agricultural soils release nitrogen oxides 

into the Environment. 

2. Cattle release ammonia into the 

Environment. 

3. Poultry industry releases reactive nitrogen 

compounds into the environment. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 According to an Indian Nitrogen 

Assessment study: 

 Agricultural soils contributed to over 

70% of N2O emissions from India in 

2010, followed by waste water (12%) 

and residential and commercial 

activities (6%). 
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 Cattle produce 80% of the ammonia, 

despite the fact that their yearly growth 

rate is only 1% due to a constant 

population. 

 The poultry business, on the other 

hand, had an annual growth rate of 6%  

and excreted 0.415 tonnes of reactive 

nitrogen compounds in 2016. 

 

7. Consider the following statements with 

regards to Norovirus: 

1. It is a group of viruses that leads to 

Gastrointestinal Illness. 

2. Norovirus is resistant to many 

disinfectants and can heat up to 60°C. 

3. The virus can also survive many common 

hand Sanitisers. 

Choose the correct statements: 

(a) 1 & 2 only 

(b) 2 & 3 only 

(c) 1 & 3 only 

(d) All of the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Norovirus is a group of viruses that leads 

to gastrointestinal illness. It is a very 

contagious virus that causes vomiting and 

diarrhea. 

 Norovirus is resistant to heat with some of 

the norovirus capable of withstanding 

temperatures up to 60 degree Celsius. 

They are also found to survive freezing 

low temperatures. 

 Norovirus are resistant to many 

disinfectants. Hand sanitizers aren’t as 

effective against Norovirus as some of 

these viruses can also survive many 

common hand sanitizers. 

 

8. Consider the following statements with 

regards to Drugs Controller General of India: 

1. The DCGI establishes standards for the 

manufacturing, sales, import, and 

distribution of drugs in India. 

2. The DCGI also regulates medical and 

pharmaceutical devices. 

3. DCGI is also responsible for the training 

of Drug Analysts deputed by State Drug 

Control Laboratories and other 

Institutions. 

Choose the correct statements: 

(a) 1 & 2 only 

(b) 2 & 3 only 

(c) 1 & 3 only 

(d) All of the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Drugs Controller General of India is the 

head of department of the Central Drugs 

Standard Control Organization of the 

Government of India responsible for 

approval of licenses of specified 

categories of drugs such as blood and 

blood products, IV fluids, vaccines, and 

sera in India. 
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 Drugs Controller General of India, comes 

under the Ministry of Health & Family 

Welfare. DCGI also sets standards for 

manufacturing, sales, import, and 

distribution of drugs in India. 

 The DCGI also regulates medical and 

pharmaceutical devices. 

 DCGI is also responsible for the training 

of Drug Analysts deputed by State Drug 

Control Laboratories and other 

Institutions. 

 

9. Consider the following pairs: 

              River      Disputed states 

1. Narmada - 

Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, 

Maharashtra, Rajasthan 

2. Krishna - 

Maharashtra, Andhra 

Pradesh, Karnataka, 

Telangana 

 

3. Vamsadhara - 

Chhattisgarh, Odisha 

4. Cauvery - 

Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil 

Nadu and Puducherry 

Which of the pairs given above are correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 4 only 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

Major Inter-State River Disputes 

River (s) States 

Ravi and 

Beas 
Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan 

Narmada 
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, 

Maharashtra, Rajasthan 

Krishna 
Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, 

Karnataka, Telangana 

Vamsadhara Andhra Pradesh & Odisha 

Cauvery 
Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil 

Nadu and Puducherry 

Godavari 

Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, 

Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, 

Odisha 

Mahanadi Chhattisgarh, Odisha 

Mahadayi Goa, Maharashtra, Karnataka 

Periyar Tamil Nadu, Kerala 

 

10. Krishna River was recently seen in news. 

Which of the following are the tributaries of 

the Krishna River? 

1. Tungabhadra  

2. Mallaprabha 

3. Koyna  

4. Kabini 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: b) 
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Explanation: 

 Source: It originates near Mahabaleshwar 

(Satara) in Maharashtra. It is the second 

biggest river in peninsular India after the 

Godavari River. 

 Drainage: It runs from four states 

Maharashtra (303 km), North Karnataka 

(480 km) and the rest of its 1300 km 

journey in Telangana and Andhra Pradesh 

before it empties into the Bay of Bengal. 

 Tributaries: Tungabhadra, Mallaprabha, 

Koyna, Bhima, Ghataprabha, Yerla, 

Warna, Dindi, Musi and Dudhganga. 

 Kabini is a tributary of River Cauvery. 

So, answer is b. 
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