
 

PRELIM SNIPPETS          29th JUNE  2019 

INTERNATIONAL SEED TESTING ASSOCIATION (ISTA) 

Context:  

 Recently Telangana hosted the triennial International 

Seed Testing Association (ISTA) Congress in 

Hyderabad. It is the First Time that ISTA Congress 

is being held in Asia. 

 The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare and the Telangana 

government are jointly hosting the conference, which will be attended by 

stakeholders from across the globe. 

Why Telangana?  

 Telangana is a major hub of seed production in the country meeting about 60% of the 

country’s needs in major crops such as rice, maize, soybean, pearl millet, sorghum and 

cotton. 

About ISTA: 

 The International Seed Testing Association (ISTA) was Founded in 1924 and has 

more than 100 members worldwide. 

 It is an association of laboratories which are authorised to check on the marketability 

of seed as defined in various countries laws.  

 Part of its Duties is the definition of methods to determine the ability to germinate, the 

vigour of seed, and the content of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) in seed.  

 The test results, as certified by ISTA member laboratories, are accepted by the trading 

partners of the World Trade Organization (WTO) in international seed traffic. 

 

RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS WING 

 It is the Foreign Intelligence Agency of India.  

 It was established in 1968 following the intelligence failures of 

the Sino-Indian War, which persuaded the Government of India to 

create a Specialised, Independent Agency dedicated to foreign 

intelligence gathering previously, both domestic and foreign 

intelligence had been the purview of the Intelligence Bureau. 

 Headquartered in New Delhi 
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 Function: To gather foreign intelligence, engage in counter-terrorism, promote counter-

proliferation, advise Indian policymakers and advance foreign strategic interests of India. 

 

GO TRIBAL CAMPAIGN 

Context:  

 Tribal Affairs Ministry and TRIFED launched ‘Go 

Tribal Campaign’ in association with Amazon Global 

in New Delhi. With this collaboration, tribal products will 

be available in the US and will help establish an export 

market with tribal products 

Aim:  

 The collaboration aims to Create Awareness and Promote Tribal Arts and crafts as 

well as aid in socio-economic welfare of over 700 Indian tribes.  

About TRIFED:  

 TRIFED is an organization under Ministry of Tribal Affairs and is engaged in marketing 

development of tribal products including tribal art and craft under the brand name 

“TRIBES INDIA”.  

'JAIPUR FOOT KOREA' 

Context:  

 Korean ambassador signs agreement for providing 

assistance in prosthetic limbs sector. 

 Korean Ambassador to India Bong-kil Shin launched 

'Jaipur Foot Korea',  

 A collaborative initiative between Korea and Bhagwan 

Mahaveer Viklang Sahayata Samiti (BMVSS). 

 Through this agreement Korea will Provide Financial and Technical Assistance to 

further research and development collaboration in the med-tech sector specifically in the 

area of Prosthetic Limbs, Bionic Arms, 3-D printing-based Flat Foot Solution, 

and Mobility Solutions. 

 It will also open up opportunities for Overseas Development Assistance and grants 

from the Government of Korea and Donations from Private Institutions and 

corporations from Korea to India. 

About Jaipur Foot: 

 It is a Rubber-Based Prosthetic Leg for people with below-knee amputations. 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


AN INITIATIVE BY VETRII IAS STUDY CIRCLE 

                                                                        

                              

        3 | P a g e  
 

 It is Inexpensive and widely acceptable as a prosthesis, and as a result has been widely 

used in India.  

 

MUMBAI–AHMEDABAD HIGH SPEED RAIL CORRIDOR (MAHSR) 

 MAHSR project Is Joint Venture between 

Indian Railways and Japan’s Shinkansen 

Technology.  

 The 508km-long Mumbai to Ahmedabad High 

Speed Rail (MAHSR) Project will be built at cost 

of Rs 1.10 lakh crore. It is expected to be 

Completed by 2022. 

 It will travel at Speeds between 320 km/hr 

and 350km/hr and is expected to reduce 

travel time between Ahmedabad and Mumbai to three-and-a-half hours 

 Of the total project cost, 80% cost will be provided by Japan International Cooperation 

Agency (JICA) as soft loan at interest of 0.1% per annum. This loan will be repaid to Japan 

in 50 years, with 15 years grace period. 

 As per agreement between India and Japan, MAHSR Project has “twin, complementary 

objectives viz. Localised Manufacture and Transfer of Technology. 
 

PRITHVI-II 

Context:  

 India successfully test-fired Indigenously 

Developed Nuclear-Capable Missile Prithvi-II 

as part of a user trial by the Army from a test range 

off the Odisha coast. 

About PRITHVI II: 

 It is a tactical Surface-to-Surface Short-Range Ballistic Missile (SRBM) developed 

by DRDO of India under the Integrated Guided Missile Development Program (IGMDP). 

 It has a strike range of 350 km, was carried out from a mobile launcher from Launch 

Complex-III of the Integrated Test Range, ITR at Chandipur. 

 The missile is capable of carrying 500 to 1000 kg of warheads and is powered by liquid 

propulsion Twin Engines. 

 It had improved navigation due to an Inertial Navigation System.  

 The missile features measures to deceive anti-ballistic missiles. 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/
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INTERNATIONAL MSME DAY : 27 JUNE 

 The UN General Assembly declared 27th June as Micro, Small and Medium-sized 

Enterprises Day. 

 The day Recognizes the importance of Micro, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises in 

achieving sustainable development goals and in Promoting Innovation, Creativity 

and sustainable work for all. 

Theme for 2019 - Big Money for Small Business: Financing the SDGs 

MSMEs in India: 

 According to Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises Development Act, 2006, the 

manufacturing units are classified depending on their investments in plant and machinery 

as: 

Nature of 

Activity of 

the 

Enterprise 

Investment in plant and Machinery excluding land 

and Building for enterprises engaged in 

manufacturing or Production, Processing or 

Preservation of Goods 

Investment in Equipment excluding land and 

Building for enterprises engaged in Providing 

or rendering of Services (loans up to Rs. 1 

Crore) 

MICRO Not Exceeding Rs, 25. 00 Lakhs Not Exceeding Rs, 10. 00 Lakhs 

SMALL 
More than Rs. 25.00 Lakhs but does not exceed Rs. 

500.00 Lakhs 

More than Rs. 10.00 Lakhs but does not 

exceed Rs. 200.00 Lakhs 

MEDIUM 
More than Rs. 500.00 Lakhs but does not exceed 

Rs. 1000.00 Lakhs 

More than Rs. 200.00 Lakhs but does not 

exceed Rs. 500.00 Lakhs 

 

SINGHEY KHABABS SINDHU FESTIVAL IN Leh 

 It is a festival of India held every year on Full 

Moon Day (on Guru Purnima) in June, this 

year it is celebrated on 28 June 2019 

 It is held at Leh, in Ladakh District of Jammu & 

Kashmir. 

 It was first started in the October, 1997 and 

continues to be held every year since then, attracting large number of foreign and 

domestic tourists. 

 The Main Reason behind the celebration is to endorse the Indus River (Sindhu River) as 

an icon of the communal harmony and unity of India. 

 The main Attraction of the festival is local Folk songs and dances, Exhibitions of 

Handicrafts, and Ethnic Food Items. 

 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


AN INITIATIVE BY VETRII IAS STUDY CIRCLE 

                                                                        

                              

        5 | P a g e  
 

INS VAGLI 

Context:  

 T.N. paying demurrage charges as submarine museum 

with INS Vagli fell through 

About INS Vagli: 

 It was a Vela-class Diesel-Electric Submarine of 

the Indian Navy designed by Russia and commissioned in 1974.  

 Along with her sister ship Vela, she spent almost 10 years undergoing a protracted refit by 

Hindustan Shipyard. 

 After 36 years of active service, INS Vagli was decommissioned on 9 December 2010 

 After its decommisioning, Tamil Nadu government has decided to set up the Submarine 

Museum near the Shore Temple Mamallapuram, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

 

INS KURSURA 

 It was a Kalvari-Class Diesel-Electric Submarine of the 

Indian Navy 

 She participated in the Indo-Pakistani War of 1971 

 After decommissioning, she was preserved as a museum for 

public access on RK Beach in Visakhapatnam.  

 Kursura has the distinction of being one of the very few submarine museums to retain 

originality and has been called a "Must-Visit Destination" of Visakhapatnam.  

 Despite being a decommissioned submarine, she still receives the navy's "Dressing 

Ship" honour, which is usually awarded only to active ships. 

 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/

