
 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS         16TH JULY  2019 

EL NINO 

Prelims: Climatology, Indian Geography 

Mains: GS-I: Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic 

activity, cyclone etc., geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical 

features (including water-bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such 

changes. 

 Context: A weak El Nino prevailing in the Pacific Ocean since the start of this year is 

beginning to dissipate. Over the next two months, a fully neutral condition is likely to be 

restored in the Pacific Ocean, according to the latest bulletin issued by the Climate Prediction 

Centre of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration of the US. 

What is El Nino: 

 El Nino is a condition wherein the surface waters in the equatorial Pacific Ocean, off the 

coast of South America, become unusually warm. 

 Its opposite condition, when it becomes unusually cold, is termed, La Nina. 

 The two conditions influence weather events worldwide, including the Indian monsoon. 

 El Nino is known to suppress rainfall during the monsoon months. 

Why A Weak El Nino Is Good for India? 

 The beginning of dissipation of El Nino is good news for India which is hoping to get good 

rainfall in the remaining part of the monsoon season after a deficient first month. 

 In June, rainfall in India had been 32 per cent below normal, though it was not on account 

of El Nino which has remained weak since it developed at the start of the year. 

 But a continuing El Nino, even if weak, could be a cause for concern for the remaining 

season as well. 

 As of now, the cumulative deficit in the rainfall this monsoon season for the country as a 

whole is 12 per cent. 

 The last couple of weeks, though, have brought good rainfall in many parts of the country. 

Overall, rainfall in the last week was 28 per cent above normal. 

 


