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LIFESPAN OF SCHEDULED TRIBE PEOPLE 

Prelims: Governance- Policies, Schemes; Society- Tribal Issues, Health 

Mains: GSII- Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies 

constituted for the protection and betterment of these vulnerable sections 

Why in News? 

 According to data from the National Census 2011 to estimate, by indirect methods, the life 

expectancy for the Scheduled Tribes (STs) and non-ST population in India is 63.9 years, as 

against 67 years for general population. 

 The reasons for shorter lifespan include gaps in various health and nutritional indicators, 

education level, poverty level, between ST and non-STs, traditional life styles, remoteness 

of habitations & dispersed population. 

Steps taken by Government: 

 Under National Health Mission (NHM), support is being provided to States for 

strengthening their healthcare system including for upgradation of existing and setting up 

new public health infrastructure based on requirements posed by the States/UTs. 

 All tribal districts whose composite health index is below the State average have been 

identified as High Priority Districts (HPDs) and receive more resources per capita under 

the NHM as compared to the rest of the districts in the State. 

 As per the budget announcement 2017-18, 1.5 lakh Health Sub Centres and Primary Health 

Centres are being transformed into Health and Wellness Centres (HWCs) 

 The Ayushman Bharat – Health and Wellness Centres (AB-HWCs) aim to provide an 

expanded range of services to include care for non – communicable diseases, palliative and 

rehabilitative care, Oral, Eye and ENT care, etc 

 Ministry of Tribal Affairs supplements the efforts of Central line Ministries as well as State 

Governments for addressing needs of education, health and nutrition, skill development, 

livelihood etc. of tribals/ tribal areas by way of critical gaps filling. 


