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4. One Nation One Ration Card 

Prelims: Governance- Schemes, Policies 

Mains: GS-II- Issues relating to Poverty and Hunger. 

Why in News:  

 The government is showcasing the rollout of the ‘One Nation One Ration Card’ scheme as 

one of the biggest achievements of its first 100 days in power. The launch of the nationwide 

food security net is scheduled for June 2020. 

About the Current Scheme: 

 Under the National Food Security Act (NFSA), each beneficiary is eligible for five kg of 

subsidised grains per month at the rate of ₹3/kg for rice, ₹2/kg for wheat and ₹1/kg of 

coarse cereals. 

Issues with the Current Scheme: 

 It has been a location-linked benefit, leaving crores of migrant workers and families out of 

the food safety net. 

 Each household’s ration card is linked to a specific fair price shop and can only be used to 

buy rations in that particular shop. 

Proposed Scheme: 

 The proposed scheme envisages a scenario where in a ration card holder can buy 

subsidised grain at any fair price shop in the country. 

Benefits of the Proposed Scheme: 

 According to Census 2011, there are more than 45 crore internal migrants in India, of 

whom more than half have not completed primary education, while 80% have not 

completed secondary education.  

 Lower levels of education are linked to lower income, which would make a large 

percentage of these migrants eligible for NFSA benefits.  

 Registering for ration cards at their new location is an arduous process, especially if some 

members of the household still remain in their original home.  

 Apart from this, there are short-term migrants, often working in cities, but not moving 

there permanently.  
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 Women who change locations after marriage also find it difficult to start accessing ration 

benefits using a new household’s card. 

 To curb corruption and improve access and service quality by removing monopolies. 
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