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4. All Form of agitations banned in Schools and Colleges 

Prelims Syllabus: Rights Issues  

Mains Syllabus: GS-II Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary 

Ministries and Departments of the Government; Pressure Groups and Formal/Informal 

Associations and their role in the Polity.  

Why in News? 

• The Kerala High Court has ruled recently that strikes, rallies and gheraos (prevent 

employers from leaving a place of work until certain demands are met) that 

affect regular classes should not be held on the campuses of schools and colleges. 

What are the observations made by the Court? 

• Those who are not participating in the strike have every right to attend their 

classes and no one should force them to participate in agitations that affect 

smooth conduct of classes. 

• Academic institutions are only meant for studies and they should not be venues for strikes 

and protests. 

• Nobody has the right to override a student’s right to study and action can be 

against those who indulge in strikes, rallies and gheraos that affect regular classes. 

• Campuses can have peaceful discussions and sharing of thoughts in a peaceful manner. 

• Students and others who force students to take part in the strike can be dealt with the law 

as it was the infringement of the basic right of the student. 

What are the measures taken if the rule is Violated? 

• If such incidents take place in schools, the authorities concerned, including the district 

educational officer, can take action against erring students. They can even summon the 

police to restore the peace in the campus. 

• Similar measures should be taken on the college campuses as well. But, campuses can have 

peaceful discussions and sharing of thoughts on any issue. This, however, should not be 

done by causing inconvenience to students or lead to a strike. 

What are earlier Verdicts Given? 

• An earlier judgment had granted managements the authority to ban politics in their 

respective campuses. 

• Another court order also stated that students should not be forcefully made to boycott 

classes. 
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• The court had also ruled earlier that police should give protection if the authorities ask for 

it. 

• In the ‘Vijayakumar’ case, the court ruled that if criminal activities take place in college 

premises, police has the right to take action and enter campus without permission. 

What are the Criticisms? 

• The HC verdict has evoked sharp reactions from many student outfits and political parties 

which they said would affect students’ rights and their plan to carry out peaceful protests. 
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