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2. NDRF Gears up for Twin Challenges – Pandemic and Monsoon 

Prelims Syllabus: Constitutional Bodies, Regulatory Bodies  

Mains Syllabus: GS-II Statutory, Regulatory and Various Quasi-Judicial Bodies.  

Why in News? 

 With monsoon around the corner, the National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) is 

preparing to face the twin challenge of coronavirus (COVID-19) and floods in different 

parts of the country. 

About the News: 

 During the upcoming rainy season, managing the situation in areas that have been 

reporting COVID-19 cases, particularly in the hotspot and containment zones, will be an 

uphill task.  

 The NDRF has taken note of the latest IMD warning of the likely formation of a low 

pressure area over the south Andaman Sea and the neighbourhood, which is likely to 

intensify into a depression during the subsequent 48 hours, triggering moderate and heavy 

to extreme rainfall in isolated areas. 

About NDRF: 

 The National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) is a specialised force constituted "for the 

purpose of specialist response to a threatening disaster situation or disaster" under the 

Disaster Management Act, 2005. 

 The responsibility of managing disasters India is that of the State Government. The ‘Nodal 

Ministry’ in the central government for management of natural disasters is the Ministry of 

Home Affairs (MHA). 

 National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) is under the National Disaster Management 

Authority. 

 National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) is a force of 12 battalions, organised on Para-

military lines, and manned by persons on deputation from the Para-military forces of 

India: three each from the BSF and CRPF and two each from CISF, ITBP and SSB. 

 NDRF in addition to being able to respond to natural disasters has four battalions capable 

of responding to radiological, nuclear, biological and chemical disasters. 

 The Apex Body for Disaster Management in India is the National Disaster Management 

Authority (NDMA). The Chairman of the NDMA is the Prime Minister. 
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Why it was Created? 

 Two national calamities in quick succession in the form of Orissa Super Cyclone (1999) 

and Gujarat Earthquake (2001) brought about the realization of the need of having a 

specialist response mechanism at National Level to effectively respond to disasters. This 

realization led to the enactment of the DM Act on 26 Dec 2005. 

What are the Roles and Mandate of NDRF? 

 Specialized response during disasters. 

 Proactive deployment during impending disaster situations. 

 Acquire and continually upgrade its own training and skills. 

 Liaison, Reconnaissance, Rehearsals and Mock Drills. 

 Impart basic and operational level training to State Response Forces (Police, Civil Defence 

and Home Guards). 

 Community Capacity Building Programme. 

 Organize Public Awareness Campaigns. 
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