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1. ECONOMY 

1. Coronavirus: Impact on Trade 

Context: 

• Recently, the OECD in its Interim Economic Outlook, has warned that the coronavirus 

presents "greatest danger" to the world economy since the times of the financial crisis. 

Businesses are dealing with lost revenue and disrupted supply chains due to China’s 

factory shutdowns, lockdown in dozens of cities and other countries extending travel 

restrictions. 

Impact on Trade and Commerce: 

• With many companies and countries depending on the health of China’s economy, here are 

a few ways the outbreak is sending ripples around the world. 

• Predicted slump 

✓ China is the world’s second-largest economy and leading trading nation, so economic 

fallout from coronavirus also threatens global growth. 

✓ Experts predicted China's economic growth to slump to 4.5% in the first quarter of 

2020, down from 6% in the previous quarter – the slowest pace since the financial 

crisis. However, the economists were optimistic China’s economy would recover 

quickly if the virus could be contained. 

• Falling oil demand 

✓ China is the world’s biggest oil importer.  

✓ With coronavirus hitting manufacturing and travel, the International Energy Agency 

(IEA) has predicted the first drop in global oil demand in a decade. 

• Disruption to Commerce 

✓ The shortage of products and parts from China is affecting companies around the 

world. Apple’s manufacturing partner in China, Foxconn, is facing a production delay. 

Some carmakers including Nissan and Hyundai temporarily closed factories outside 

China because they couldn’t get parts. 

✓ The pharmaceutical industry is also bracing for disruption to global production. 

✓ Many trade shows and sporting events in China, Asia and across the world have been 

cancelled or postponed. 

• Travel and Tourism 

✓ The travel and tourism industries were hit early on by economic disruption from the 

outbreak. 
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✓ Global airline revenues are expected to fall by $4-5 billion in the first quarter of 2020 

as a result of flight cancellations, according to a report from the UN’s International 

Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO). 

✓ ICAO also forecasts that Japan could lose $1.29 billion of tourism revenue in the first 

quarter due to the drop in Chinese travellers while Thailand could lose $1.15 billion. 

Impact on India 

• India’s reliance on China is spread across almost all the sectors. 

• Indian pharma industry is dependent on Chinese imports to make medicines — the APIs 

(active pharma ingredients) come from China.  

• The $30 billion domestic smartphone market, the world's second largest now, will see 

major disruptions as it is heavily dependent on imports. 

• Solar power parks are dependent on Chinese imports. More than 80% of solar cells and 

modules used in India are imported from China-based manufacturers. 

• Apart from these, sectors such as toys, furniture, computers, cars and white goods are 

dependent on China.  

• A supply crunch in smartphones, TVs and electronics will impact ecommerce sales dearly.  

• These items comprise about half of the gross merchandise value of $31 billion ecommerce 

sales.  

A hidden opportunity for India: 

• The dependence on China has decreased, though only slightly, over the last five years.  

• From importing finished products, India is now assembling products and developing the 

ecosystem here as well.  Investments from Chinese companies are helping boost the local 

ecosystem by expanding their manufacturing facilities in India. 

• India shall also accrue benefits from the lower oil prices, which  have fallen as the virus 

attack brought down demand across the world. 

• Through this, longer-term benefits can accrue to us if India can take advantage of supply 

chain disruption as many suppliers will try to shift their manufacturing base from China to 

the rest of the world. 

• The Indian exporters of electronics, pharmaceuticals, speciality chemicals and automobile 

segments depend on China for raw material and are facing supply constraints, but there 

are several areas where there are increased opportunities for domestic traders.  

✓ The coronavirus can be used as a catalyst in driving India’s course correction towards a 

global export pathway or towards self-subsistence.  

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/
http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


www. Vetriiias.com / www.iasgatewayy.com 044-26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

      

 

                 7 | P a g e  

 
 Daily Current Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests www.iasgatewayy.com 

   

 

✓ Through this India can improve its global presence and as an additional benefit can 

generate employment opportunities to its citizens, where India’s unemployment rate is 

at 45 year low. 

2. Pushing the Wrong Energy Buttons  

Context: 

• In the backdrop of the recent visit of the US President to India, the joint statement 

highlighted the setting of up of 6 nuclear reactors at Kovvada, AP by Westinghouse. 

• This article flags some of the issues with respect to the deal setting up nuclear reactors. 

Background: 

• In March 2019, India and USA agreed to set up the long-pending 6 nuclear reactors in 

Kovvada, Andhra Pradesh. 

• Under the agreement, the US Company Westinghouse Electric will sell 6 AP-1000 nuclear 

reactors to India. AP-1000 reactors are light water reactors where fuel used is U-235. 

Ordinary water acts as both coolant and moderator. 

• The Westinghouse electric will supply the nuclear reactor technology and NPCIL will be 

responsible for construction and operation of the plant. 

Problems Associated with these Projects: 

1. High Cost 

✓ Electricity from American reactors would be more expensive than competing sources of 

energy.  

✓ According to estimates the first year tariff for electricity from nuclear reactors is about 

Rs. 25 per unit. In comparison the wind and solar energy costs have declined by around 

70% to 90% in the last 10 years and are estimated to be around Rs.3/unit. 

2. Safety and Civil Liability 

✓ Given the experience of Chernobyl and Fukushima nuclear reactors are prone to 

serious accidents. 

✓ In this context the operator of the reactor would be responsible for compensation and 

not the supplier. This is true after India ratified the Convention of Supplementary 

Compensation for Nuclear Damage in 2015. 

3. Past Experiences 

• The past experience of setting up imported reactors such as Tarapur reactors in 

Maharashtra and Kudankulam reactors in Tamil Nadu has been poor as they have faced 

repeated shut downs.  
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• For instance Tarapur reactors and Kudankulam reactors produced just 32% and 38%, 

respectively, of their capacity in 2018-19. 

India’s Civil Nuclear Cooperation - In Brief 

• In the aftermath of 1998 Pokhran Test India faced a nuclear isolation across the world. 

• This changed after the 2005 Indo-US Civil Nuclear Agreement. 

• In addition India also signed an agreement with IAEA in 2009 to place its civil nuclear 

facilities under IAEA safeguards. (IAEA Additional Protocols) 

• This paved the way for US companies to engage in nuclear commerce with India. 

• However despite the Indo-US nuclear deal, the nuclear liability regime in India was seen as 

hurdle for foreign companies to invest in India’s nuclear sector. 

• The major hurdle for companies to do nuclear commerce with India was the Civil Liability 

for Nuclear Damage Act, 2010 (CLINDA) which held the suppliers of nuclear power 

projects liable in case of nuclear accidents. 

Ratification of CSC:  

• This was solved in 2016 when India ratified the Convention of Supplementary 

Compensation. 

• This marked India’s willingness to accede to international nuclear liability regime which 

holds the operator liable to pay up for damage in case of nuclear accidents. (However it 

provides for operator to have the right to recourse with the supplier in the contract) 

• Besides India has also launched an insurance pool with a liability cap of ₹ 1,500 crore to 

cover the suppliers’ risk of potential liability. 

• As a result of this, foreign companies have showed interest in nuclear commerce with 

India. 

• Accordingly India has signed civil nuclear agreements with 14 countries including USA, 

France, Russia, Canada, Argentina, Australia, Sri Lanka, the UK, Japan, Vietnam, 

Bangladesh, Kazakhstan, South Korea and Czech Republic.  

 

1.1 ECONOMY SNIPPETS 

3. Ajodhya Hills hydel project 

Why in News? 

• Tribals opposed to a proposed hydel power project in the remote Ajodhya Hills in West 

Bengal have threatened to heighten their protests. 
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Highlights: 

• According to the Forest Rights Act, 2006 if a forest land has to be acquired, then at least 

50% of the affected population dependent on the land has to give consent in gram sabha, 

and a third of the villagers have to be women.  

• The villagers protesting against the project refer to the 900 MW Purulia Pumped Storage 

Project (PPSP) that came up at Ajodhya Hills in the Baghmundi block of Purulia district 

around a decade ago.  The villagers allege that it lead to massive loss of vegetation and 

hundreds of tribals lost their livelihoods. 

Ajodhya Hills: 

• Ajodhya Hills is a small plateau with hilly surroundings located in the Purulia district of 

the state West Bengal.  It is the easternmost part of the Chhotanagpur Plateau and 

extended part of Eastern Ghats range. Highest peak of Ajodhya Hills is Chamtaburu.  

• The hills are largely inhabited by Santals, an ethnic tribe with a population of over 

25,00,000 (25 lakh) across West Bengal.  

• The tribe speaks Santali, an Austroasiatic language that is the most widely-spoken of the 

Munda languages.  The Turga Pumped Storage Project (TPSP) aims to utilise the waters of 

the Turga, a tributary of the Subarnarekha river, for peak power generation on a pumped 

storage type development. 

 

4. Star Labelling Programme 

Why in News? 

• The Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) has included Deep Freezer and Light Commercial 

Air Conditioners (LCAC) under its Star Rating Programme on a voluntary basis 

Highlights: 

• The program will be initially launched in voluntary mode from 2ndMarch, 2020 to 31st 

December, 2021. 
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• Thereafter, it will be made mandatory after reviewing the degree of 

market transformation in this particular segment of appliances. 

• In order to cover split ACs beyond the scope of existing BEE star 

labeling program upto a cooling capacity of 18kW, BEE has prepared a 

star labeling program for split ACs having cooling capacities in excess 

of 10.5kW and upto 18.0 kW. 

• This category of Air conditioners is termed as LCAC primarily due to 

their application in commercial air conditioning. 

• Through this initiative, it is expected to save around 2.8 Billion Units 

by FY2030, which is equivalent to GHG reduction of 2.4-million-ton Carbon Dioxide. 

Why such Move? 

• Energy Efficiency has the maximum GHG abatement potential of around 51% followed by 

renewables (32%), biofuels (1%), nuclear (8%), carbon capture and storage (8%) as per the 

World Energy Outlook (WEO 2010). 

• India can avoid building 300 GW of new power generation up to 2040 with the 

implementation of ambitious energy efficiency policies (IEA – India 2020). 

• Successful implementation of Energy Efficiency Measures contributed to electricity savings 

of 86.60 BUs i.e. 7.14% of total electricity consumption of the country and emission 

reduction of 108.28 million tonnes of CO2 during 2017-18. 

Star Labeling Programme: 

• The programme has been formulated by Bureau of Energy Efficiency, as part of its 

mandate, under the Energy Conservation Act, 2001. Under this Programme, BEE has 

covered 24 appliances till date wherein 10 appliances are under the mandatory regime.  

The existing BEE star labelling program for Air Conditioners is based on Indian Standard 

IS 1391 part 1, part 2 and covers AC with cooling capacities up to 10.5kW. 
 

5. Crop Diversification Programme (CDP) 

Why in News? 

• The Department of Agriculture is implementing a Crop Diversification Programme for 

replacing paddy crop with less water consuming alternative crops to save water and protect 

the soil in the state of Punjab. 

CDP: 

• It is a sub-scheme of Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY). 
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• It is being implemented in the Original Green Revolution States to divert the area of paddy 

crop to alternate crops and in tobacco-growing states to encourage tobacco farmers to shift 

to alternate crops/cropping system. Under CDP for replacing paddy crop, assistance is 

provided for four major interventions: 

✓ Alternate crop demonstrations 

✓ Farm mechanization & value addition, Site-specific activities 

✓ Contingency for awareness, training, monitoring, etc. 

• However, for replacing tobacco crop, tobacco-growing states have been given the flexibility 

to take suitable activities/interventions for growing alternative agricultural/horticultural 

crops. 

 

6. Bhoomi Rashi Portal 

Why in News? 

• Bhoomi Rashi Portal is in news recently regarding the land acquisition process of Central 

Government. 

Key Points: 

• The Bhoomi Rashi Portal is an e-Governance initiative of the Ministry of Road Transport & 

Highways. 

• The objective of this is to expedite the process of land acquisition for National Highways. It 

has fully digitized and automated the entire process of land acquisition. 

• Earlier, the acquisition of land for the purpose of National Highway projects, payment of 

compensation to the landowners etc. was done manually by physical movement of 

documents. 

• It had some constraints viz. delay in issuing land acquisition notification, errors in the 

land/ area details etc. 

• The portal is integrated with the Public Financial Management System (PFMS) for 

depositing the compensation in the account of affected/ interested persons on a real-time 

basis. 
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2. ENVIRONMENT 

1. E-Waste Recycling has Doubled, says Centre 

Why in News? 

• In a recent question raised in Rajya Sabha, the centre has said that recycling of E-Wastes 

has doubled in the year 2018-2019 as compared to the previous year 2017-2018. 

What is E-Waste? 

• E-waste is the waste consisting of discarded electronic products (such as computers, 

televisions, and cell phones). India generates more than two million tonnes of e-waste 

annually, and the bulk of it is processed in the informal sector. 

• India ranks fifth in the world in generating e-waste, according to the UN’s Global E-Waste 

Monitor, 2014. In 2017, the Centre had brought into effect the E-waste Rules, which 

require companies that make or sell electronic equipment to collect a certain percentage of 

e-waste generated from their goods once they have reached their “end-of-life.” 

• In 2017, over 200 manufacturers of electronic goods, including some e-giants, were served 

notices by the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) for not complying with e-waste 

procurement norms. 

About E-Waste (Management) Rules, 2016: 

• The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change notified the E-Waste 

Management Rules, 2016 in supersession of the e-waste (Management & Handling) Rules, 

2011. 

• Making the norms stringent, the new E-waste rules included Compact Fluorescent 

Lamp (CFL) and other mercury containing lamps, as well as other such 

Equipments. 

• For the first time, the rules brought the producers under Extended Producer 

Responsibility (EPR), along with targets. Producers have been made responsible for 

collection of E-waste and for its exchange. 

• Various producers can have a separate Producer Responsibility Organisation (PRO) 

and ensure collection of E-waste, as well as its disposal in an environmentally sound 

manner. Deposit Refund Scheme has been introduced as an additional economic 

instrument wherein the producer charges an additional amount as a deposit at the time of 

sale of the electrical and electronic equipment and returns it to the consumer along with 

interest when the end-of-life electrical and electronic equipment is returned. 
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• The role of State Governments has been also introduced to ensure safety, health and skill 

development of the workers involved in dismantling and recycling operations. 

• A provision of penalty for violation of rules has also been introduced. 

• Urban Local Bodies (Municipal Committee/Council/Corporation) has been assign the duty 

to collect and channelized the orphan products to authorized dismantler or recycler. 

About E-waste (Management) Amendment Rules, 2018: 

• The e-waste collection targets under EPR have been revised and is being applied from 

October 1, 2017. The phase-wise collection targets for e-waste in weight is 10% of the 

quantity of waste generation as indicated in the EPR Plan during 2017-18, with a 10% 

increase every year until 2023. The target from 2023 onwards, shall be 70% of the quantity 

of waste generation as indicated in the EPR Plan. 

• The quantity of e-waste collected by producers from the October 1, 2016 to September 30, 

2017 shall be accounted for in the revised EPR targets until March 2018. 

• Separate e-waste collection targets have been drafted for new producers, i.e. those 

producers whose number of years of sales operation is less than the average lives of their 

products. Producer Responsibility Organizations (PROs) shall apply to the Central 

Pollution Control board (CPCB) for registration to undertake activities prescribed in the 

Rules. Under the Reduction of Hazardous Substances (RoHS) provisions, cost for 

sampling and testing shall be borne by the government for conducting the RoHS test.  

• If the product does not comply with RoHS provisions, then the cost of the test will be 

borne by the producers. 

Who is the Monitoring Authority? 

• The CPCB and the State Pollution Control Boards are empowered to check whether 

recycling agencies are complying with the E-waste Rules. 

What does the Recent Stats Says? 

• In FY 2017-2018, 7,08,445 tonnes of waste was generated, of which 69, 414 tonnes were 

recycled, compared to 1, 64,663 tonnes of recycled waste from 7,71,215 tonnes in FY 2018- 

2019, which implies that 10% recycling rate in 2017-18 has risen to a little over 20% in 

2018-2019. 

Way Forward: 

• In India, recycling of e-waste is almost entirely left to the informal sector, which does not 

have adequate means to handle either the increasing quantities or certain processes, 

leading to intolerable risk for human health and the environment. 
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• A mechanism should be developed to formalise the recyclers by collaborating with the 

manufacturers which will be a win-win situation for all the stakeholders. 

• Initiatives should be taken to support the recyclers and dismantlers with modern 

technologies to handle the e-wastes in environment friendly manner. 

• Currently India has only 178 registered e-recyclers which is meagre in comparison to the 

massive amount of waste generated. So, the Government should come up with the schemes 

to promote this industry which would further boost the job generation in the present 

scenario of jobless growth. 

• Education and awareness campaign should be carried out for consumers to encourage 

them to dispose off the e-waste generated by them to the registered recycling firms. 

• The legislations and the rules must be properly enforced to bring out better outcomes. 
 

 

 

2. New Paddy Variety – “Sahyadri Megha”  

Why in News? 

• A new variety of paddy named ‘Sahyadri Megha’ has been developed by the University of 

Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences (UAHS), Shivamogga (Karnataka). 

Need of a New Variety of Rice: 

• The area under paddy cultivation was declining at a faster rate in the state of Karnataka. 

• This is due to the fact that paddy has been widely becoming vulnerable to blast disease and 

other infestations. E.g: Jyothi Rice Variety. 

• Also, Paddy growers are switching over to commercial crops like arecanut, ginger and 

rubber for better returns. 

• Demand for Red Rice: Demand by customers in urban areas for red rice which is rich in 

fibre and protein. 

• The red variety gets its rich colour from an antioxidant called anthocyanins, which are also 

found in deep purple or reddish fruits and vegetables. 

•  The compound is believed to have properties that can reduce inflammation, allergy, 

prevent risks of cancer and help in weight management. 

About Sahyadri Megha: 

• It was developed under the hybridization breeding method by cross-breeding the best 

among the ‘Jyothi’ variety with that of ‘Akkalu’, a disease-resistant and protein-rich paddy 

variety. Sahyadri Megha is a red variety of paddy that is resistant to blast disease and rich 

in nutrients. 
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• The new variety will be notified under the Indian Seed Act 1966 shortly after which it 

will become part of the seed chain. 

• The protein content in it is 12.48%, higher than the other red rice varieties grown. 
 

What is Blast Disease? 

• First recorded in India during 1918. 

• It is caused by fungus Pyricularia grisea (P. oryzae). Also known as rotten neck or rice 

fever. Expected Grain Loss: 70 to 80%. 

2.1. ENVIRONMENT SNIPPETS 

1. Gir National Park: 

Context: 

• Gir National park is recently seen in news. 

About Gir National Park: 

• It also known as Sasan Gir, is a forest-cum-sanctuary in the Indian state of Gujarat 

famous for being the only abode of the Asiatic Lion. 

• The wildlife of the park is nurtured by no less than seven major perennial rivers that 

crisscross the park, viz., Hiran, Shetrunji, Datardi, Shingoda, Machhundri, 

Godavari and Raval.  

• Four dams which act as reservoirs have been built in the park to ensure that the animals 

have easy access to water; these dams are also deemed necessary for the flora of the park 

which in turn sustains the wildlife.  

• The biggest of the four dams is the Kamleshwar Dam, which many regard to be the 

lifeline of the park. 

• The forested hilly terrains of the park have also helped many other species like jackals, 

leopards, antelope, and deer to thrive, making it the perfect destination to sight these 

incredible creatures in their natural habitat.  

 

2. Fishing Cat and Otters 

Why in News? 

• Recently, the presence of a viable, breeding population of a fishing cat has been found in 

Chilika Lake. Further, the presence of a smooth-coated otter and an Eurasian otter has 

also been recorded in the lake. 
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About the Species: 

1. Fishing Cat 

• Habitat: In India, fishing cats are mainly found in the mangrove 

forests of the Sundarbans, on the foothills of the Himalayas along the 

Ganga and Brahmaputra river valleys and in the Western Ghats. 

 

Protection Status: 

✓ IUCN Red List: Vulnerable 

✓ CITES: Appendix II 

✓ Indian Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Schedule I 

2. Smooth-Coated Otter 

• Habitat: Smooth-coated otters are distributed throughout India from 

the Himalayas to the south. 

Protection Status: 

✓ IUCN Red List: Vulnerable 

✓ CITES: Appendix II 

✓ Indian Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Schedule II 

3. Eurasian Otter: 

• Habitat: Throughout Europe and Asia from Ireland in the 

west as far as eastern Russia and China. They are also found 

in north Africa (Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia) and the Middle East (Israel, Jordan, Iraq 

and Iran). 

Protection Status: 

✓ IUCN Red List: Near Threatened 

✓ CITES: Appendix I 

✓ Indian Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Schedule II.  

 

3. Whale Shark 

Why in News? 

• Whale Shark is recently seen in news. 

About Whale Shark: 

• Its scientific name Rhincodon typus 
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• It is the largest shark and they feed on plankton and travel large distances to find enough 

food to sustain their huge size, and to reproduce.  

• They are found in all the tropical oceans of the world. 

• It is protected under IUCN Red List status is Endangered, CITES- Appendix II, Indian 

Wildlife Protection Act, 1972- Schedule I 
 

4. Red Crowned Roofed Turtle 

Context: 

• Red Crowned Roofed Turtle is recently seen in news. 

About Red Crowned Roofed Turtle: 

• It is one of the 24 species endemic to India, is characterised by the 

bright colours such as red, yellow, white and blue on the faces and 

necks of the males. 

• Its common Names are Bengal roof turtle, Red-crowned roofed turtle. 

• It is a freshwater turtle species found in deep flowing rivers with terrestrial nesting sites. 

• It is native to India, Bangladesh and Nepal, which is widespread in the Ganga River. It also 

occurs in the Brahmaputra basin. Currently, the National Chambal River Gharial 

Sanctuary is the only area with substantial population of the species, but even this 

Protected Area and habitat are under threat. Sand mining and Seasonal crops along Ganga 

River are affecting the sandbars that are used by the species for nesting.  Illegal fishing 

nets, Poaching and illegal trade are the other threats. 

Its conservation status is:  

1. IUCN red list -Critically Endangered,  

2. Wildlife Protection Act -Schedule I 

3. CITES - Appendix II 
 

5. World Wildlife Day 

Context: 

• Recently, World Wildlife Day was celebrated every year on the 3rd of March. The date 

chosen coincides with the day the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 

Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) which was signed in 1973. 

About:  

• Its theme is 'Sustaining all Life on Earth', highlights the unique place of wild fauna 

and flora as essential components of the world’s biodiversity. 
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• This year 2020, known as “biodiversity super year,” will host several major global 

events that place biodiversity at the forefront. It aligns with UN Sustainable Development 

Goals 1 (No Poverty), 12 (Responsible Consumption and Production), 14 (Life 

Below Water) and 15 (Life On Land), and their wide-ranging commitments on 

alleviating poverty, ensuring sustainable use of resources, and on conserving life both on 

land and below water to halt biodiversity loss. The UNGA resolution also designated the 

CITES as the facilitator for the global observance of this special day for wildlife on the UN 

calendar. 

6. Red Panda (Ailurus Fulgens) 

Context: 

• Recently, endangered Red Panda (Ailurus 

fulgens) has fewer hunters because the 

younger generations of people across its 

Himalayan habitat are losing interest in animal 

products, a new study by wildlife trade 

monitoring network TRAFFIC has found.  

Highlights: 

• The news is both good and bad for the red panda, whose survival is crucial for the eastern 

and northeaster and the eastern Himalayan forests 

• About 5,000-6,000 red pandas are estimated to be present in four Indian states – 

Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Sikkim, and West Bengal.  

• This is the second largest population after China (6,0007,000). Nepal accounts for 580 

animals, while Bhutan and Myanmar have no estimate of the animal’s population. 

• Red pandas have been reported from 11 districts of Arunachal Pradesh, which is presumed 

to hold the largest red panda population in the country. 

• They are called “Living Fossils” as they are the only living member of the Ailuridae 

mammalian family. The report also recommended transboundary law enforcement 

cooperation through the use of multi-government platforms like SAWEN (South Asia 

Wildlife Enforcement Network). The report titled “Assessment of illegal trade 

related threats to Red Panda in India and selected neighbouring range 

countries” has looked at a ten-year period from July 2010 to June 2019, and analysed 

poaching and illegal trade of the species.  
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7. Polar vortex and India’s Weather 

Why in News? 

• Meteorologists have indicated that the frequent wet spell causing heavy rains in North 

India this season could be a result of record Arctic freeze. 

Highlights: 

• The Arctic sea ice cover this winter was at a 10-year high. For a long time, the Arctic ice 

cover was on a rapid decline due to global warming. 

• The polar vortex or wind circulation is the major cause of the freeze in the Arctic region.  

• The polar vortex is the area of low pressure and cold air that forms near the North or South 

Pole and is stronger in winter.  

• The polar vortex lets the Arctic cold trapped in the polar region.  

• A strong polar vortex supported by other global factors has caused at least 20 Western 

Disturbances in North India since January this year.  

• The western disturbance is the low-pressure area over the surface causing changes in 

pressure, wind pattern, and temperature.  

• This originates in the Mediterranean region which brings sudden rain to the north-western 

parts of the Indian sub-continent. 

Polar vortex: 

 

• A polar vortex is an upper-level low-pressure area lying near one of the Earth's poles. 

There are two polar vortices in the Earth's atmosphere, overlying the North and South 

Poles.  

• Each polar vortex is a persistent, large-scale, low-pressure zone less than 1,000 kilometers 

(620 miles) in diameter, that rotates counter-clockwise at the North Pole and clockwise at 

the South Pole (called a cyclone in both cases), i.e., both polar vortices rotate eastward 

around the poles.  As with other cyclones, their rotation is driven by the Coriolis effect.  
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• The bases of the two polar vortices are located in the middle and upper troposphere and 

extend into the stratosphere. Beneath that lies a large mass of cold, dense Arctic air.  

• A polar vortex strengthens in the winter and weakens in the summer because of its 

dependence on the temperature difference between the equator and the poles 
 

 

 

8. White Giraffe 

Why in News? 

• Two extremely rare white giraffes in northeast Kenya 

has been killed by the poachers, leaving just one such 

animal in the world. 

Key Points: 

• The white giraffes were first spotted in 2016. The white 

appearance of the giraffe is due to leucism, a genetic 

condition that causes skin cells to have no 

pigmentation.  

• Leucism is different from albinism where no 

melanin is produced at all. Melanin is a dark biological pigment found in skin, hair, 

feathers, scales, eyes, and some internal membranes. 

About Giraffes: 

• Habitat: Giraffes are most often found in Savanna/woodland habitats and range widely 

throughout Africa. 

• IUCN Status: Vulnerable 

• Giraffes are listed under Appendix II of the CITES. 

• According to IUCN, the four principal factors that have led to a population decline among 

Giraffes are Habitat Loss, Civil Unrest, Poaching and ecological issues.  

 
 

 

9. Hubli-Ankola Railway Line Project 

Why in News? 

• Recently, the Hubballi-Ankola railway line project has saw stiff opposition from a 

majority of the board members of the Karnataka State Wildlife Board. 

About: 

• It has proposed 164.44-km railway line passes through forests between two major 

protected areas — Kali Tiger Reserve and Bedthi Conservation Reserve. 
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• More than 80% the line has to pass through the dense forest lands of the Western Ghats, 

and this entails the diversion of 727 hectares of prime forests. 

About Kali Tiger Reserve 

• It is located in the central portion of Uttara Kannada district of Karnataka state. 

• It comprises two important protected areas of the region viz., Dandeli Wildlife Sanctuary 

and Anshi National Park. 

• These two protected areas are contiguous to each other and form a single tract of protected 

area located in the biologically sensitive Western Ghats. 

• These forests are primarily moist deciduous and semi-evergreen, with excellent patches of 

evergreen forests in the western most parts as well as in deep valleys. 

About State Boards for Wildlife (SBWL): 

• It is constituted under the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972. 

• It is headed by the Chief Minister, with the Forest Minister of the State as the Vice Chair. 

• It advises the state governments in selection and management of protected areas and other 

matters connected with the protection of wildlife.  
 

 

10. Smallest Dinosaur 

Why in News? 

• A group of scientists may have discovered the smallest 

dinosaur ever found. 

Highlights: 

• They found the fossilized skull of a dinosaur — the size 

of a modern hummingbird — trapped in a 99-million-

year-old amber in northern Myanmar. 

• The animal in question would have weighed 2 grams, 

claimed the scientists in a paper published in the 

Nature journal. 

• The fossil represented the smallest dinosaur from the Mesozoic era — about 250 million to 

65 million years ago — according to the group. 

• The discovery suggests miniature body sizes in birds evolved earlier than previously 

recognised. This may provide insight into how dinosaurs evolved to be small and shed light 

on the lowest limit of vertebrate body size. 

• The animal’s skull was less than two centimetres long. 
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• It had several sharp teeth, which suggested it preyed on insects and other small 

invertebrates, scientists observed. For this reason, the new species has been given the 

scientific name of Oculudentavis khaungraae, derived from Latin for ‘eye-teeth-bird’. 

• Unlike other predators, its eyes were on the sides of its head, which meant the dinosaur 

had little or no binocular vision. 

• It had limited access to light into the eye, which scientists said was evidence that it was 

active in well-lit, Daytime Environments. 
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3. POLITY & GOVERNANCE 

 

 

1. Sedition Cases – A Hindrance for Right to Dissent 

Context: 

• Latest data from NCRB suggest that the sedition law remains as relevant as ever with 

sedition arrests increasing in recent years. 

What is Sedition? 

• Sedition, which falls under Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code, is defined as any 

action that brings or attempts to bring hatred or contempt towards the government of 

India and has been illegal in India since 1870.  

Kedarnath Singh vs State of Bihar: 

• Section 124A has been challenged in various courts in specific cases. The validity of the 

provision itself was upheld by a Constitution Bench in 1962, in Kedarnath Singh vs 

State of Bihar. 

✓ That judgment went into the issue of whether the law on sedition is consistent with the 

fundamental right under Article 19 (1) (a) which guarantees each citizen’s freedom of 

speech and expression. 

✓ The Supreme Court laid down that every citizen has a right to say or write about the 

government, by way of criticism or comment, as long as it does not “incite people to 

violence” against the government established by law or with the intention of creating 

public disorder. 

What does the Data Shows? 

• The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), though, has only been collecting separate 

data on sedition cases since 2014. In 2014, there were 47 cases of sedition but that number 

increased to 70 in 2018 (the latest year with available data). 

• Compared to other offences, sedition remains a rare crime (it accounts for less than 0.01% 

of all IPC crimes). But within India, some parts are emerging as sedition hotspots. Assam 

and Jharkhand, for instance, with 37 sedition cases each, account for 32% of all sedition 

cases between 2014-2018. 

• In 2018, there were 1,182 cases registered under UAPA (The Act gives special procedures 

to handle terrorist activities, among other things). And almost all these cases (92%) were 

concentrated in five states (Uttar Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Assam, Jharkhand and 

Manipur). 
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Why sedition law is a Hindrance? 

• Sedition leads to a sort of unauthorised self-censorship, for it produces a chilling effect on 

free speech. It suppresses what every citizen ought to do in a democracy — raise questions, 

debate, disagree and challenge the government’s decisions.  

• Sedition systematically destroys the soul of Gandhi’s philosophy that is, right to dissent 

which is the core principle of democracy. 

Why Right to Dissent is Essential? 

• The Right to Dissent is an important addition of expressing one’s view, and on many of its 

most important constituent elements. 

• It will enable practitioners and citizens to claim their rights and participate more 

effectively in the project of democracy. Disagreeing with each other is a fundamental 

human trait. There is not a single individual who does not disagree with something or the 

other all the Time. But gagging people through sedition cases strikes the people’s right to 

dissent and freedom of expression. 
 

2. Curative Petition 

Why in News? 

• Curative petition is the last to last resort in the line of due justice being given and the last 

opportunity of the unheard being heard. 

Curative Petition: 

• A curative petition is the final and last option for the people to acquire justice as 

mentioned and promised by the Constitution of India. 

• The concept originated from the case of Rupa Ashok Hurra Vs. Ashok Hurra and others 

where the following question arose before the court of law- ‘whether an aggrieved person is 

entitled to any relief against the final judgment/order of the Supreme Court, after the 

dismissal of a review petition?’ The court used the Latin maxim “actus curiae neminem 

gravabit”, which means that an act of the court shall prejudice no one. 

• The maxim becomes applicable when the court is under an obligation to undo a wrong 

done to a party by the act of court itself. 

• This led to the creation of the concept of a curative petition by the Supreme Court and the 

reason given for such creation was preventing the abuse of the process of law and to cure 

the lapses in the existing system of justice. 
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How is Curative Petition Different? 

• A curative petition is a way to ask the court to review and revise their own decision even 

after a review petition is dismissed or used. 

• But, the court has been very cautious in the use of such a petition. The court clearly stated 

that such kind of petitions must be rare instead of regular. 

• To ensure it, the court in its guidelines to file the petition stated that to file such a petition 

a gross violation of a principle of natural justice by the court needs to be proved by the 

contending party, unlike other petitions. 

• Also to prove such violations, a senior advocate needs to certify and point out substantial 

grounds for the petition to be entertained. 

• The same would be reviewed by the three senior-most judges of the court alongside the 

judges who passed the judgement, and if the majority feels that there was a violation, the 

curative petition would be heard by the same bench. 

• Adding to the speciality, a curative petition is not governed by the provisions of the 

Limitations Act but the court made it clear that it needs to be filed within a reasonable 

time. 

 

 

What does this mean for the Nirbhaya Convicts? 

• A curative petition is the last legal recourse available to the convicts. 

• Going by the procedure regarding pointing out substantial grounds, the lawyer of convict 

Vinay Sharma, has placed the argument that young age and the socio-economic 

background should be considered as mitigating factors. 
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• Interestingly, the advocate challenged the reasoning given by the Supreme Court, pointing 

out reports and studies by law universities and National Crime Records Bureau which state  

that a death sentence won’t have any deterrent effect on the society, which is the reason on 

which the sentencing by SC was based. With the existing media and political pressure on 

this case from the beginning, it’ll be interesting to see the fallout of the petition, which 

would, for sure, go down as one of the most landmark judgments in the history of this 

nation’s legal system. 
 

3. Supreme Court Ruling on Cryptocurrency 

Why in News? 

• The Supreme Court set aside a ban by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on banks and 

financial institutions from dealing with virtual currency holders and Exchanges.  

  Highlights: 

• Virtual currency is the larger umbrella term for all forms of non-fiat currency being traded 

online. Virtual currencies are mostly created, distributed and accepted in local virtual 

networks. The court held that the ban did not pass the “proportionality” test. The test of 

proportionality of any action by the government, the court held, must pass the test of 

Article 19(1)(g), which states that all citizens of the country will have the right to practise 

any profession, or carry on any occupation or trade and business. 

Reasons for RBI to Ban Cryptocurrency: 

• Owing to the lack of any underlying fiat, episodes of excessive volatility in their value, and 

their anonymous nature which goes against global money-laundering rules.  

• Risks and concerns about data security and consumer protection on the one hand, and far-

reaching potential impact on the effectiveness of monetary policy.  

• The RBI argues that owing to a significant spurt in the valuation of many virtual currencies 

and rapid growth in initial coin offerings, virtual currencies were not safe for use. 

Cryptocurrency: 

• There is no globally accepted definition of what exactly is virtual currency. Some agencies 

have called it a method of exchange of value; others have labelled it a goods item, product 

or commodity.  

• Cryptocurrencies have an extra layer of security, in the form of encryption algorithms. 

Cryptographic methods are used to make the currency as well as the network on which 

they are being traded, secure.  
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• Most cryptocurrencies now operate on the blockchain or distributed ledger technology, 

which allows everyone on the network to keep track of the transactions occurring globally.  

• This essentially meant there would be no central regulator for virtual currencies as they 

would be placed in a globally visible ledger, accessible to all the users of the technology.  

• All users of such virtual currencies would be able to see and keep track of the transactions 

taking place. 

4. Godavari Cauvery Interlinking Project 

Why in News? 

• A day after the National Interlinking of River Authority (NIRA) was proposed, the 

CM of Tamil Nadu has sought discussion on implementation of the Cauvery Godavari river 

interlinking project with his counterpart CM of Andhra Pradesh. 

About Godavari Cauvery Interlinking Project: 

• The project envisages the diversion of 247 thousand million cubic feet (tmcft) of unutilised 

water in the Indravati sub-basin of the Godavari basin to meet the requirements between 

the Godavari and the Cauvery rivers. 

• Water will be diverted from Godavari River to Nagarjuna Sagar dam (through lifting) and 

further south to meet the demands of Krishna, Pennar and Cauvery basins. 

• The Godavari - Cauvery link comprises three components namely, 

✓ the Godavari (Inchampalli/Janampet) - Krishna (Nagarjunasagar), 

✓ the Krishna (Nagarjunasagar) – Pennar (Somasila) and 

✓ the Pennar (Somasila)–Cauvery. 

• The project will provide irrigation facilities to 3.45 to 5.04 lakh hectares in Prakasam, 

Nellore, Krishna, Guntur, and Chittoor districts of Andhra Pradesh. 

About the Rivers: 

1. Godavari River 

✓ Source: Godavari River rises from Trimbakeshwar near Nasik in Maharashtra and 

flows for a length of about 1465 km before out falling into the Bay of Bengal. 

✓ Drainage Basin: The Godavari basin extends over states of Maharashtra, Andhra 

Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Odisha in addition to smaller parts in Madhya Pradesh,  

Karnataka and Yanam (Union territory of Puducherry in East Godavari district of 

Andhra Pradesh). 

✓ Tributaries: Pravara, Purna, Manjra, Penganga, Wardha, Wainganga, Pranhita 

(combined flow of Wainganga, Penganga, Wardha), Indravati, Maner and the Sabri. 
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2. Krishna River 

✓ Source: It originates near Mahabaleshwar (Satara) in Maharashtra. 

✓ Drainage Basin: It runs from four states namely, Maharashtra, Karnataka, 

Telangana and Andhra Pradesh before emptying into the Bay of Bengal. 

✓ Tributaries: Tungabhadra, Mallaprabha, Koyna, Bhima, Ghataprabha, Yerla, Warna, 

Dindi, Musi and Dudhganga. 

✓ Nagarjunasagar dam is on the river Krishna. 

3. Pennar River 

✓ Source: It rises in Nandi 

Hills in Chikballapur 

District of Karnataka and 

runs north and east before 

emptying into the Bay of 

Bengal. 

✓ Drainage Basin: It is 

597 kilometres long, with 

a drainage basin covering 

55,213 km2 in Karnataka 

and Andhra Pradesh. 

✓ Tributaries: 

Jayamangali, Kunderu, 

Sagileru, Chitravathi, 

Papagni and Cheyyeru. 

4. Cauvery River 

✓ Source: The River rises 

on Brahmagiri Hill of the 

Western Ghats in south western Karnataka. 

✓ Drainage Basin: It flows in a south easterly direction through the states of Karnataka 

and Tamil Nadu, and descends the Eastern Ghats in a series of great falls. Before 

emptying into the Bay of Bengal south of Cuddalore, Tamil Nadu, the river breaks into 

a large number of distributaries forming a wide delta called the “garden of southern 

India.” 

✓ Tributaries: Arkavathi, Hemavathi, Lakshmana Theertha, Shimsa, Kabini and 

Harangi. 
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What are the benefits of the Project? 

• The backwaters will be carried through Krishna and Pennar using steel pipes instead of 

developing canals en route as suggested by a non-resident engineer from Andhra Pradesh. 

• By doing so, wastage of water from canals through vaporisation could be prevented and 

overall cost reduced. 
 

5. Court Documents Accessibility to Third-party 

Why in News? 

• The Supreme Court has recently ruled that court documents such as copies of judgments 

and pleadings can now be obtained by third-parties or those not party to a case. 

• The significance of the judgement is that it comes within months after a five-judge bench 

of SC opened the office of the Chief Justice of India to scrutiny under the RTI Act. 

Highlights of the Judgement: 

• The information will be only available after the court rules permit it and not under the 

Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2005. 

• The judgement has upheld the Rule 151 of Gujarat High Court Rules, which allows access 

to certified copies of judgments, orders and pleadings to a third-party, or those not party to 

a case (Only under the order of an officer of the court). 

• High courts of Bombay, Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka, Madras etc have similar provisions. 

• The bench held that the High Court holds the information as a trustee for the litigants in 

order to adjudicate upon the matter and administer justice. 

• Third parties should not be permitted to have open and easy access to such personal 

information of the litigants or information given by the government in the proceedings 

because there would be a misuse of the court process and the information to an 

Unmanageable Level. 

Means to obtain Information: 

• According to the rules, litigants are entitled to receive copies of documents/judgments, etc 

on filing of an application with prescribed court fees stamp. 

• Third parties are not given copies of judgments and other documents without the assistant 

registrar’s order. 

• The registrar, on being satisfied about the reasonable cause for seeking the 

information/certified copies of the documents, allows access to the documents. 
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6. Cabinet approves Companies (Second Amendment) Bill, 2019 

Why in News? 

• The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has approved the 

Companies (Second Amendment) Bill, 2019 to amend the Companies Act, 2013. 

Provisions of the Bill: 

• The Bill would remove criminality under the Act in case of defaults which can be 

determined objectively and which, otherwise, lack the element of fraud or do not involve 

larger public interest. This would also lead to further de-clogging of the criminal justice 

system in the country. The Bill would also further ease of living for law abiding corporates. 

• Earlier, the Companies (Amendment) Act, 2015 amended certain provisions of the Act to 

remove difficulties faced in implementation of various provisions of the Act. 

• The major provisions of The Companies (Second Amendment) Ordinance, 

2019: 

Re-categorisation of certain Offences: 

• The Ordinance re-categorizes 16 of these offences as civil defaults, where adjudicating 

officers may now levy penalties instead. 

• These offences include: (i) issuance of shares at a discount, and, (ii) failure to file annual 

return. 

Issue of shares at a discount: 

• It prohibits a company from issuing shares at a discount, except in certain cases. 

• The company is liable to pay a fine between one lakh rupees and five lakh rupees every 

officer in default may be punished with imprisonment up to six months or fine between 

one lakh rupees and five lakh rupees on failure. 

• Ordinance changes this to remove imprisonment for officers as a punishment.  

Commencement of Business: 

• A company may not commence business, unless 

• It files a declaration within 180 days of incorporation, confirming that every subscriber to 

the Memorandum of the company has paid the value of shares agreed to be taken by him. 

• It files a verification of its registered office address with the Registrar of Companies within 

30 days of incorporation. 

Registration of Charges: 

• The Ordinance changes this to permit registration of charges: 
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• within 300 days if the charge is created before the Ordinance, if not then it must be 

completed within six months from the date of the Ordinance, if not then the Registrar may 

grant another 60 days for registration.  

Change in Approving Authority: 

• Change in period of financial year for a company associated with a foreign company, has to 

be approved by the have been transferred to central government.  Similarly, any alteration 

in the incorporation document of a public company which has the effect of converting it to 

a private company, has to be approved by central government. 

Declaration of Beneficial Ownership: 

• If a person holds beneficial interest of at least 25% shares in a company or exercises 

significant influence or control over the company, he is required to make a declaration of 

his interest. Failure to declare this interest, a person may either be fined, or imprisoned for 

up to one year, or both under the Ordinance. 

Compounding: 

• Under the Act, a regional director can compound (settle) offences with a penalty of up to 

five lakh rupees.  

• The Ordinance increases this ceiling to Rs 25 lakh. 
 

7. Mines and Mineral Laws (Amendment) Bill 

Why in News? 

• The Lok Sabha has recently passed the Mineral Laws (Amendment) Bill which amends the 

Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 (MMDR Act) and 

the Coal Mines (Special Provisions) Act, 2015 (CMSP Act). 

Who Grants Permission for Mining? 

• The state governments grant permission for mining, known as mineral concessions, for all 

the minerals located within the boundary of the state, under the provisions of the Mines 

 and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 and Mineral Concession Rules, 

1960. 

• However, for minerals specified in the First Schedule to the Mines and Minerals 

(Development and Regulation) Act, 1957, Central government approval is necessary before 

granting the mineral concession. 

• Minerals specified under the First Schedule include hydrocarbons, atomic minerals and 

metallic minerals such as iron ore, bauxite copper ore, lead precious stones, zinc and gold. 
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Key Features of the Bill: 

• Allocation of coal/lignite blocks for composite prospecting licence cum mining lease has 

been provided. 

• Requirement of previous approval in cases where allocation of blocks was made by Central 

Government has been dispensed with. 

• Removal of restriction on end-use of coal: Companies will be allowed to carry on 

coal mining operation for own consumption, sale or for any other purposes, as may be 

specified by the Central Government. 

• Transfer of statutory clearances to New Bidders: The Bill provides that the various 

approvals, licenses, and clearances given to the previous lessee will be extended to the 

successful bidder for a period of two years. During this period, the new lessee will be 

allowed to continue mining operations. 

• Advance Action for Auction: Under the MMDR Act, mining leases for specified 

minerals (minerals other than coal, lignite, and atomic minerals) are auctioned on the 

expiry of the lease period.  The Bill provides that state governments can take advance 

action for auction of a mining lease before its expiry. 

What are its Significance? 

• This will speed up the process of implementation of projects, ease of doing business, 

simplification of procedure and benefit all the parties in areas where minerals are located. 

What are its Implications? 

• This opens up the sector to players outside steel and power as well as removes end-use 

restrictions. 

• It will create an efficient energy market and bring in more competition as well as reduce 

coal imports. India imported 235 million tonnes (mt) of coal last year, of which 135 mt 

valued at Rs 171,000 crore could have been met from domestic reserves. 

• It might also put an end to Coal India Ltd’s monopoly in the sector. 

• It would also help India gain access to high-end technology for underground mining used 

by miners across the globe. 

What is the Target for New Mining? 

• In 2018, the government allowed commercial mining by private entities and set a mining 

target of 1.5 billion tonnes by 2020. Out of this, 1 billion tonnes was set to be from Coal 

India, while 500 million tonnes was to be from non-Coal India entities.  

• This target has now been revised to 1 billion tonnes by 2023-24. 
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8. Status of Government Schools in India 

Why in News? 

• The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Human Resource Development (HRD) 

recently submitted its report on the 2020-2021 demand for grants for school education to 

the Rajya Sabha and has made various observations on state of government schools in 

India. 

What are the Key Findings? 

• Almost half the government schools in the country do not 

have electricity or playgrounds. 

• The budgetary allocations saw a 27% cut from proposals 

made by the School Education Department, despite 

proposals for Rs. 82,570 crore, only Rs. 59,845 crore was 

allocated. 

• There is slow progress in building classrooms, labs and libraries to strengthen government 

higher secondary schools. 

• Overall, for the core Samagra Shiksha Scheme, the department had only spent 71% of 

revised estimates by December 31, 2019. 

• India is also dealing with a scenario of significant teacher vacancies, which are to the tune 

of almost 60-70 per cent in some states. 

About Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan: 

• Samagra Shiksha is an integrated scheme for school education extending from pre-school 

to class XII to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education at all levels of school 

education. 

• It subsumes the three Schemes of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), Rashtriya 

Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) and Teacher Education (TE). 

• The scheme treats school education holistically as a continuum from Pre-school to  

Class 12. The main emphasis of the Scheme is on improving the quality of school education 

by focussing on the two T’s – Teacher and Technology. 

What are its Key Recommendations? 

• Core schemes should get additional funds at the revised estimates stage. 

• HRD Ministry should collaborate with the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 

Guarantee Scheme to construct boundary walls. 
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• It should also work with the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy to provide solar and 

other energy sources so that schools have access to power. 

What is the Concern? 

• The learning crisis is evident in the fact that almost half of the children in grade 5 in rural 

India cannot solve a simple two-digit subtraction problem, while 67 per cent of children in 

grade 8 in public schools score less than 50 per cent in competency-based assessments in 

mathematics. 

Need of an Hour: 

• The Delhi Model of Education: 

✓ For too long, there have been two kinds of education models in the country: one for the 

classes and another for the masses. The AAP government in Delhi sought to bridge this 

gap. 

✓ Its approach stems from the belief that quality education is a necessity, not a luxury. 

Hence, it built a model which essentially has five major components and is supported 

by nearly 25% of the State Budget. 

✓ Key components of the model: 

1. Transformation of school infrastructure. 

2. Training of teachers and principals. 

3. Engaging with the community by reconstituting school management committees 

(SMC). 

4. Curricular reforms in teaching learning. 

5. No fee increase in private schools.  

 

9. Epidemic Diseases Act 

Why in News? 

• The cabinet secretary has recently announced that all states and Union Territories should 

invoke provisions of Section 2 of the Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897 by means of which all 

advisories issued by the Union health ministry and state governments from time to time 

are enforceable. 

COVID-19 in India: 

• At present, at least 60 COVID-19 cases have been confirmed in India. 

• Around the world, more than 119,100 people have been infected and nearly 4,300 have 

died, according to a Reuters tally of government announcements. 
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History of the 1897 Epidemic Diseases Act: 

• The Epidemic Diseases Act is routinely enforced across the country for dealing with 

outbreaks of diseases such as swine flu, dengue, and cholera. 

• The colonial government introduced the Act to tackle the epidemic of bubonic plague that 

had spread in the erstwhile Bombay Presidency in the 1890s. 

• Using powers conferred by the Act, colonies authorities would search suspected plague 

cases in homes and among passengers, with forcible segregations, evacuations, and 

demolitions of infected places. 

• Historians have criticized the Act for its potential for abuse. 

• In 1897, the year the law was enforced, freedom fighter Bal Gangadhar Tilak was punished 

with 18 months’ rigorous imprisonment after his newspapers Kesari and Mahratta 

admonished imperial authorities for their handling of the plague epidemic. 

Provisions of the 1897 Epidemic Diseases Act: 

• The Act, which consists of four sections, aims to provide “for the better prevention of the 

spread of Dangerous Epidemic Diseases.” 

• Section 2 empowers state governments/UTs 

to take special measures and formulate 

regulations for containing the outbreak. 

• It Reads: Power to take special measures and 

prescribe regulations as to dangerous epidemic 

disease— 

1. When at any time the State Government is 

satisfied that the State or any part thereof 

is visited by, or threatened with, an outbreak of any dangerous epidemic disease, the 

State Government, if it thinks that the ordinary provisions of the law for the time being 

in force are insufficient for the purpose, may take, or require or empower any person to 

take, such measures and, by public notice, prescribe such temporary regulations to be 

observed by the public or by any person or class of persons as it shall deem necessary to 

prevent the outbreak of such disease or the spread thereof, and may determine in what 

manner and by whom any expenses incurred (including compensation if any) shall be 

defrayed. 

2. In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing provisions, the 

State Government may take measures and prescribe regulations for the inspection of  
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persons travelling by railway or otherwise, and the segregation, in hospital, temporary 

accommodation or otherwise, of persons suspected by the inspecting officer of being 

infected with any such disease.” 

• Section 3 provides penalties for disobeying any regulation or order made under the Act. 

• These are according to section 188 of the Indian Penal Code (Disobedience to order duly 

promulgated by public servant). 

• Section 4 gives legal protection to the implementing officers acting under the Act. 

Past Implementation: 

• In 2018, the district collector of Gujarat’s Vadodara issued a notification under the Act 

declaring the Khedkarmsiya village in Waghodia taluka as cholera-affected after 31 persons 

complained of symptoms of the disease. In 2015, to deal with malaria and dengue in 

Chandigarh, the Act was implemented and controlling officers were instructed to ensure 

the issuance of notices and challans of Rs 500 to offenders. In 2009, to tackle the swine flu 

outbreak in Pune, Section 2 powers were used to open screening centres in civic hospitals 

across the city, and swine flu was declared a notifiable disease. 
 

10. Revocation of Suspension of MPs in Lok Sabha 

Why in News? 

• Seven Congress members were recently suspended for unruly behaviour in the Lok Sabha 

and their suspension has been revoked recently. 

What is the reason for suspending an MP? 

• The general principle is that it is the role and duty of the Speaker of Lok Sabha to maintain 

order so that the House can function smoothly. This is a daunting task even at the best of 

times. 

• In order to ensure that proceedings are conducted in the proper manner, the Speaker is 

empowered to force a Member to withdraw from the House (for the remaining part of the 

day), or to place him/her under suspension. 

What are the Rules under which the Speaker Acts? 

• Rule Number 373 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business says: “The Speaker, if 

is of the opinion that the conduct of any Member is grossly disorderly, may direct such  

Member to withdraw immediately from the House, and any Member so ordered to 

withdraw shall do so forthwith and shall remain absent during the remainder of the day’s 

sitting.” 
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• To deal with more recalcitrant Members, the Speaker may take recourse to Rules 374 and 

374A. Rule 374 says: 

✓ “The Speaker may, if deems it necessary, name a Member who disregards the authority 

of the Chair or abuses the rules of the House by persistently and wilfully obstructing the 

business thereof. 

✓ “If a Member is so named by the Speaker, the Speaker shall, on a motion being made 

forthwith put the question that the Member (naming such Member) be suspended from 

the service of the House for a period not exceeding the remainder of the session:  

✓ Provided that the House may, at any time, on a motion being made, resolve that such 

suspension be terminated. 

✓ “A member suspended under this rule shall forthwith withdraw from the precincts of 

the House.” 

What is the Procedure for Revocation of a Member’s Suspension? 

• While the Speaker is empowered to place a Member under suspension, the authority for 

revocation of this order is not vested in him/her. It is for the House, if it so desires, to 

resolve on a motion to revoke the suspension. 

What happens in Rajya Sabha? 

• Like the Speaker in Lok Sabha, the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha is empowered under Rule 

Number 255 of its Rule Book to “direct any Member whose conduct is in his opinion 

grossly disorderly to withdraw immediately” from the House. 

✓ “Any Member so ordered to withdraw shall do so forthwith and shall absent himself 

during the remainder of the day’s meeting.” 

✓ The Chairman may “name a Member who disregards the authority of the Chair or 

abuses the rules of the Council by persistently and wilfully obstructing” business. 

✓ In such a situation, the House may adopt a motion suspending the Member from the 

service of the House for a period not exceeding the remainder of the session. 

✓ The House may, however, by another motion, terminate the suspension. 

✓ Unlike the Speaker, however, the Rajya Sabha Chairman does not have the 

power to suspend a Member. 

Need of the Hour: 

• A balance has to be struck. There can be no question that the enforcement of the supreme 

authority of the Speaker is essential for smooth conduct of proceedings. However, it must 

be remembered that her job is to run the House, not to lord over it. 
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• The solution to unruly behaviour has to be long-term and consistent with democratic 

values. 

• A step in that same direction could be to discontinue the practice of herding people out of 

the visitors’ gallery when the House witnesses chaos. It has been suggested that it may 

perhaps be a good idea to let them be — and to also reserve a few blocks in the gallery for 

schoolchildren, who could see for themselves the conduct of Members. 
 

11. IBC (Amendment) Bill, 2020 

Context: 

• Recently, the Indian parliament passed amendments to the insolvency law that will help 

safeguard successful bidders of insolvent companies from the risk of criminal proceedings  

for offences committed by the previous promoters. The bill seeks to remove bottlenecks 

and streamline the corporate insolvency resolution process. The latest changes pertain to 

various sections of the IBC as well as the introduction of a new section. 

About the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016: 

• The code is a comprehensive law, which covers all individuals, companies, Limited 

Liability Partnerships (LLPs) and partnership firms.  

• It provides for a time-bound process to resolve insolvency.  

• When a default in repayment occurs, creditors gain control over debtor’s assets and must 

take decisions to resolve insolvency. 

• The Code also consolidates provisions of the current legislative framework to form a 

common forum for debtors and creditors of all classes to resolve insolvency. 

• The Code creates various institutions to facilitate resolution of insolvency. 

These are as follows: 

• Insolvency Professionals:  

✓ A specialised cadre of licensed professionals who would administer the resolution 

process, manage the assets of the debtor, and provide information for creditors to assist 

them in decision making. 

• Insolvency Professional Agencies:  

✓ The insolvency professionals must be registered with insolvency professional agencies.  

✓ The agencies conduct examinations to certify the insolvency professionals and enforce 

a code of conduct for their performance. 

• Information Utilities:  
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✓ Creditors will report financial information of the debt owed to them by the debtor. Such 

information will include records of debt, liabilities and defaults. 

• Adjudicating authorities:  

✓ The proceedings of the resolution process will be adjudicated by the National 

Companies Law Tribunal (NCLT), for companies; and the Debt Recovery Tribunal 

(DRT), for individuals.  

✓ The duties of the authorities will include approval to initiate the resolution process, 

appoint the insolvency professional, and approve the final decision of creditors. 

• Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board:  

✓ The Board regulates the insolvency professionals, insolvency professional agencies and 

information utilities set up under the Code.   

✓ The Board consists of representatives of Reserve Bank of India, and the Ministries of 

Finance, Corporate Affairs and Law. 

IBC (Amendment) Bill, 2020: 

• Insolvency commencement date 

✓ The Bill clarifies that the insolvency commencement date is the date of admission of an 

application for initiating corporate insolvency resolution process (CIRP). 

✓ Presently under the Code, the insolvency resolution process commences when the 

Insolvency Resolution Professional (IRP) is appointed by the adjudicating authority. 

• Threshold for initiating resolution process 

✓ The Bill also specifies the minimum threshold for certain classes of financial creditors 

for initiating insolvency resolution process. 

✓ The Code allows the creditors to initiate an insolvency resolution process, if the amount 

of default by the debtor is at least one lakh rupees.  

✓ The Bill adds an additional requirement for certain classes of financial creditors for 

filing application. These classes include real estate allottees and security or deposit 

holders represented by a trustee or agent. 

• Corporate debtors entitled to make application 

✓ The Bill further clarifies that a corporate debtor should not be prevented from filing an 

application for initiation of corporate insolvency resolution process against other 

Corporate Debtors. 

• Liabilities for Prior Offences 

✓ The bill provides safeguard for the successful bidders of insolvent companies from the 

risk of criminal proceedings for offences committed by the previous promoters. 
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✓ Further, the Bill provides immunity to the company from attachment, seizure, 

retention, or confiscation of their property in relation to such offences. 

• Licenses and permits not to be terminated due to Insolvency 

✓ The Bill also amends the Code the effect that a licence, permit, registration, quota, 

concession, clearances or a similar grant or right will now not be terminated or 

suspended during the Moratorium period.  

✓ This provision will be applicable as long as the debtor does not default in the payment 

of current dues arising for the use or continuation of such licenses or permits. 

• IBC and its Shortcomings: 

✓ The insolvency and bankruptcy law has resulted in recovery of just 10 percent of 

defaulted loans in case of companies other than the seven big cases referred for 

resolution. Of the 970 cases referred to IBC, 780 have been liquidated, indicating a 

mortality rate of 80 percent. 

✓ Experts opine that only 43 percent of the loans has been recovered, implying that banks 

took a haircut of 57 percent on their loans 

✓ There is also a concern over the MSMEs that will be compelled to supply goods to debt-

ridden companies, under examination by the Resolution Professional. 

• Though the bill is equipped to remove bottlenecks and streamline the corporate insolvency 

resolution process, it needs furthermore scrutiny to iron out the shortcomings and make 

the resolution process much more efficient and creditor friendly. 

 

12. Rajya Sabha nod for Vivad Se Vishwas Bill 

Why in News? 

• Recently, the Parliament has passed an amendment to the ‘Direct Tax Vivad se 

Vishwas Bill, 2020’ in order to widen its scope to cover litigation pending in various 

Debt Recovery Tribunals (DRTs). 

About the Amendment: 

• The amendment also includes certain search and seizure cases where the recovery is up to 

Rs. 5 crore. 

• Therefore, the Bill in current form allows taxpayers to settle cases pending before the 

Commissioner (Appeals), Income Tax Appellate Tribunals (ITATs), Debt Recovery 

Tribunals (DRTs), High Courts and the Supreme Court. 
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• The Direct Tax Vivad se Vishwas Bill, 2020 is similar to the ‘Sabka Vishwas Scheme’, 

which was brought in to reduce litigation in indirect taxes in the year 2019. It resulted in 

settling over 1, 89,000 cases. 

✓ Under the Sabka Vishwas Scheme, the government expected to raise around Rs. 39,500 

crore. However, after the closure of the amnesty window in January 2020 application 

in relation to taxes worth Rs. 90,000 crore were received. This shows the success of the 

scheme. 

What are its Key Features? 

• Objective: The Bill provides a mechanism for resolution of pending tax disputes related 

to direct taxes (Income Tax and Corporate Tax) in simple and speedy manner. 

• Reduce Litigation: According to the Finance Ministry, at present there are 4.83 lakh 

pending direct tax cases worth Rs.9 lakh crore in the courts.  

• Through this scheme, the government wants to recover this money in a swift and simple 

way. 

• Addressing Revenue Shortfall: The government is witnessing a big shortfall in 

revenues, especially tax revenues, hence, increasing revenues in one of the priorities of the 

Government. 

✓ Direct Tax collections have been lower than their budget targets due to the overall 

economic slowdown and a cut in the corporate tax rate in September, 2019. 

• Mechanism: In case of payment of tax, a taxpayer would be required to pay 

only the amount of the disputed taxes and will get complete waiver of interest, 

penalty and prosecution provided he/she pays by March 31, 2020. 

✓ But, if the tax arrears relate to disputed interest or penalty only, then 25% of disputed 

penalty or interest will have to be paid.  

✓ Those who avail this scheme after March 31, 2020 will have to pay some additional 10% 

amount. However, the scheme will remain open till June 30, 2020. 

• Immunity to Appellant: Once a dispute is resolved, the designated authority cannot 

levy interest or penalty in relation to that dispute. 

✓ Further, no appellate forum can make a decision in relation to the matter of dispute 

once it is resolved. 

• Revival of Disputes: However, if an appellant provides false information or violates the 

Income Tax Act, 1961, then case of dispute can be revived. 
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Other Issues Related to the Bill: 

• Few MP’s also raised concern about the Hindi name of the bill, which claimed to be a 

violation of Article 348. 

• Article 348 talks about the Language to be used in the Supreme Court and in the High 

Courts and for Acts, Bills, etc. 

1. Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing provisions of this Part, until Parliament by law 

otherwise provides 

a) all proceedings in the Supreme Court and in every High Court, 

b) the authoritative texts 

1. of all Bills to be introduced or amendments thereto to be moved in either House of 

Parliament or in the House or either House of the Legislature of a State, 

2. of all Acts passed by Parliament or the Legislature of a State and of all Ordinances 

promulgated by the President or the Governor of a State, and   

3. of all orders, rules, regulations and bye laws issued under this Constitution or under any 

law made by Parliament or the Legislature of a State, shall be in the English language. 
 

 

 

13. Information Technology (IT) Act 

Context:  

• Recently, the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology has finalised the 

amending the Information Technology (Intermediaries Guidelines) Rules, 2011. 

About: 

• It is to crack down on spread of fake news and rumours circulated on online platforms like 

WhatsApp, Facebook and other online platforms, the central government has proposed  

stringent changes under the draft of Section 79 of the Information Technology (IT) that 

govern online content. 

• The proposed amendments in the draft of, Rule 3(9) is bound to force social media 

platforms like WhatsApp, Facebook and Twitter to remain vigil and keep users on their 

toes before posting or sharing anything that is deemed as “unlawful information or 

content”. Its aim is to curbing fake news or rumours being spread on social media and 

check mob violence ahead. 

New Rules of the Amendment: 

• The changes will require online platforms to break end-to-end encryption in order to 

ascertain the origin of messages. 
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• The social media platforms to “deploy technology based automated tools or appropriate 

mechanisms, with appropriate controls, for proactively identifying or removing or 

disabling access to unlawful information or content”. 

• According to the amendment, the platforms will need to comply with the central 

government “within 72 hours” of a query. There should be a ‘Nodal person of Contact for 

24X7 coordination with law enforcement agencies and officers to ensure compliance. 

• The platforms will be keeping a vigil on “unlawful activity” for a period of “180 days”. 

Necessity for New Rules: 

• The concerns over “rising incidents of violence and lynching in the country due to misuse 

of social media platforms”, there is need for online platforms “to ensure that its platform is 

not misused on a large scale to spread incorrect facts projected as news and designed to 

instigate people to commit crime”. 

Criticisms: 

• The proposed changes have once again, debate on whether the government is intruding 

into the privacy of individuals, evoking sharp response from opposition parties.  

• Similarly, with the Section 66A of the IT Act that enabled authorities to arrest users for 

posting content which was termed as offensive. However, the Supreme Court on March 24, 

2015, struck down the law. 

• India has the second highest number of internet users in the world after China, an 

estimated 462.12 million. Among them, 258.27 million were likely to be social network 

users in the country in 2019. There is a need for stringent rulers to control the misuse of 

social media platforms. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/
http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


www. Vetriiias.com / www.iasgatewayy.com 044-26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

      

 

                44 | P a g e  

 
 Daily Current Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests www.iasgatewayy.com 

   

 

 

 

3.1. POLITY & GOVERNANCE SNIPPETS 

1. Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs) 

Why in News? 

• Hon’ble PM is set to launch 10,000 Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs) all over the 

country today. 

FPO: 

• To support farmers in various aspects ranging from input procurement to market linkages, 

Government of India through Small Farmers’ Agribusiness Consortium (SFAC), a 

registered society is promoting Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs) by mobilizing the 

farmers and helping them in registering as companies. 

• PO is a generic name for an organization of producers of any produce, e.g., agricultural, 

non-farm products, artisan products, etc. 

The concept of Producers Organisation (PO): 

• A Producer Organisation (PO) is a legal entity formed by primary producers, viz. farmers, 

milk producers, fishermen, weavers, rural artisans, craftsmen. 

• A PO can be a producer company, a cooperative society or any other legal form which 

provides for sharing of profits/benefits among the members. 

• In some forms like producer companies, institutions of primary producers can also become 

member of PO. 

What is the need for PO? 

• The main aim of PO is to ensure better income for the producers through an organization 

of their own. Small producers do not have the volume individually (both inputs and 

produce) to get the benefit of economies of scale. 

• Besides, in agricultural marketing, there is a long chain of intermediaries who very often 

work non-transparently leading to the situation where the producer receives only a small 

part of the value that the ultimate consumer pays. 

• Through aggregation, the primary producers can avail the benefit of economies of scale. 

They will also have better bargaining power vis-à-vis the bulk buyers of produce and bulk 

suppliers of inputs. 

Why need FPO? 

• Nearly 86% of farmers are small and marginal with average land holdings in the country 

being less than 1.1 hectares. 
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• These small, marginal and landless farmers face tremendous challenges during agriculture 

production phase such as for access to technology, quality seed, fertilizers and pesticides 

including requisite finances. 

• They also face tremendous challenges in marketing their produce due to lack of economic 

strength. 

• FPOs help in the collectivization of such small, marginal and landless farmers in order to 

give them the collective strength to deal with such issues. 

• Members of the FPO will manage their activities together in the organization to get better 

access to technology, input, finance and market for faster enhancement of their Income.  

 

2. Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) Conference 2020 

Why in News? 

• The 11th National Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) Conference was held in New Delhi recently. 

About Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK): 

• KVK is an integral part of the National Agricultural Research System (NARS). The 

first KVK was established in 1974 at Puducherry. 

• The KVK scheme is 100% financed by the Government of India and the KVKs are 

sanctioned to Agricultural Universities, ICAR institutes, related Government Departments 

and Non-Government Organizations (NGOs) working in Agriculture. 

Objectives: 

• The mandate of KVK is technology assessment and demonstration for its application and 

capacity development. It aims at assessment of location specific technology modules in 

agriculture and allied enterprises, through technology assessment, refinement and 

demonstrations. KVKs also produce quality technological products (seed, planting 

material, bio-agents, livestock) and make it available to farmers. 

• KVKs act as a bridge between the laboratories and farmland. According to the 

Government, these are crucial to fulfilling the target of doubling farmers’ income by 2022. 

 

3. Dwar Praday Yojana (Door Delivery System) 

Context: 

• Dwar Praday Yojana is a pilot project that was recently started in Indore by the 

Government of Madhya Pradesh. 
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About Dwar Praday Yojana: 

• The Applicants living within the Indore Municipal Corporation (IMC) get five types 

of documents  

✓ Domicile certificate,  

✓ Income certificate,  

✓ Birth certificate,  

✓ Death Certificate and  

✓ Copy of Khasra-Khatauni (a land ownership document)  

• Delivered at their home within 24 hours of applying online. 

• It has engaged a local courier agency, which delivers the documents after collecting them 

from public service centres. 

• It is a central government initiative to improve the government’s service Delivery 

Mechanism. 

 

4. National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme (NAPS) 

Why in News? 

• 8.16 lakh candidates benefit from the National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme. 

National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme (NAPS): 

 

• It was launched with the objective of providing Apprenticeship Training to 50 lakh youth 

by 2020. 

• Under the scheme, the Government will share 25% of the prescribed stipend subject to a 

maximum of Rs 1500/- per month per apprentice with the employers. 

• It has a user friendly on-line portal designed to facilitate easy processing of the entire 

apprenticeship cycle. 
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• State Apprenticeship Advisers (SAAs) and Regional Directorates of Apprenticeship 

(RDAIs) act as implementing agencies in their respective state/Regions. 

• To improve the industry connect, Directorate General of Training (DGE&T), M/o Skill 

Development & Entrepreneurship has adopted the German model of Vocational Education 

system in India by Introducing Dual System of Training (DST). 

• Dual System combines practical training in the industry and theoretical training along 

with foundation practical in ITI (s) which leads to better ITI — Industry linkage. 

• Under this, ITIs (industrial training institutes) are required to enter into a Memorandum 

of Understanding (MoU) with industries under information to the respective State. 

 

5. ICGS Varad 

Why in News? 

• The Indian Coast Guard’s Offshore Patrol 

Vessel ICGS Varad has been commissioned 

recently. 

Highlights: 

• The ship will be deployed extensively for the 

surveillance of India’s Exclusive Economic 

Zone and to safeguard the maritime interests 

of the country. 

Key Features: 

• The ship Varad will be based at Paradip in Odisha, under the operational control of the 

Coast Guard North Eastern Region. 

• The 98-meter-long vessel has been designed and built by the L&T at its yard at Kattupalli 

near Chennai, as per the specifications of the Coast Guard. 

• The ship is fitted with modern navigation and communication equipment, sensors and 

machinery. It is equipped with 30 mm and 12.7 mm guns. 

• It has special on board features like the Integrated Bridge System, Platform Management 

System, Automated Power Management System and High Power External Fire-Fighting 

system.  

• The vessel can be used for search and rescue, law enforcement and maritime patrol. The 

ship is also capable of carrying pollution response equipment for oil spill  response at sea. 
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6. Mission Purvodaya 

Why in news? 

• A workshop on “Enabling Procedures for Increase of Steel Usage for the Growth of 

Economy” was conducted at Bhubaneswar, Odisha recently. 

Highlights: 

• The workshop was organised by Ministry of Steel in partnership with Ministry of 

Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) Government of Japan and Confederation of Indian 

Industries (CII). 

• With Japan as the partner country, India is looking forward to make Odisha, the nerve 

centre of Purvodaya in Steel sector. 

• Beyond just producing primary steel, it is envisioned to create an ecosystem of ancilliary, 

value added products, capital goods with industry participation. 

Mission Purvodaya: 

• Mission Purvodaya is an initiative launched in 2020 for accelerated development of 

Eastern India and thus driving the national growth and propelling India towards becoming 

a $5 trillion economy. 

• Accelerated development of eastern India through integrated steel hub in Kolkata, West 

Bengal. 

• The eastern states of India i.e. Odisha, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, West Bengal and 

northern part of Andhra Pradesh which collectively hold 80% of the country’s iron ore, 

100% of coking coal and significant portion of chromite, bauxite and dolomite reserves are 

to be focused. 

• Through this programme, the government aims to transform logistics and utilities 

infrastructure which would change the socio-economic landscape in the eastern India. 

• The steps, under mission, also include growth of steel industry along with employment 

opportunities across the entire value chain. 

Integrated Steel Hub: 

• The steel hub encompasses Odisha, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, West Bengal and Northern 

Andhra Pradesh. 

• It aims to attract investment of nearly $70 billion in the steel sector and spur economic 

growth across eastern India. 
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• It is a part of Mission Purvodaya initiative which has been launched for the focused 

development of eastern states. 

✓ Capacity addition through easing the setup of greenfield steel plants. 

✓ Development of steel clusters near integrated steel plants as well as demand centres. 

✓ Transformation of logistics and utilities infrastructure in the eastern region. 

Significance of the Steel Hub: 

• Government estimates suggest capacity addition in the steel hub would entail capital 

investments of over $70 billion. 

• It will lead to an incremental Gross State Domestic Product of over $35 billion through 

steel alone.  

• It will create over 5 million jobs across the steel value chain in the region. 

• The steel hub which will serve as a catalyst in the transformation of the eastern region 

following the Rs 100 lakh crore infrastructure investment (through National Infrastructure 

Pipeline) announced by the government in the next 5 years. 

The Eastern States: 

• The eastern states are rich in natural resources and collectively hold nearly 80% of the 

country’s iron ore, most of domestic coking coal reserves and significant portion of 

chromite, bauxite and dolomite reserves. 

• The eastern belt has the potential to add more than 75% of the country’s incremental steel 

capacity envisioned by the National Steel Policy. 

• Out of the 300 MT steel capacity by 2030-31, the region alone is capable of contributing 

over 200 MT. 

 

7. Sanskrit Universities Bill, 2019 

Why in News? 

• Recently, the Central Sanskrit Universities Bill, 2019 was introduced in Rajya Sabha. 

About Sanskrit Universities Bill, 2019: 

• It was passed in Lok Sabha in December last year. 

• It intended to convert India’s three deemed-to-be Sanskrit universities into Central 

Sanskrit Universities. 

✓ Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, New Delhi. 

✓ Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth, New Delhi. 

✓ Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth, Tirupati. 
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Powers and Functions Include: 

1. Prescribing courses of study and conducting training programmes,  

2. Granting degrees, diplomas, and certificates,  

3. Providing facilities through a distance education system,  

4. Conferring autonomous status on a college or an institution,  

5. Providing instructions for education in Sanskrit and allied subjects. 

About Councils of the University: 

• An Executive Council, which will be the principal executive body.  Its 15-member 

council will include the Vice-Chancellor appointed by the Centre, who will be the 

chairperson.  

• It will have other functions such as create teaching and academic posts and their 

appointment, and manage the revenue and property of the university. An Academic and 

Activity Council, which will supervise academic policies.   

• A court, which will review the policies of the university and suggest measures for its 

development. Like all central universities, the President of India will be the Visitor of the 

central Sanskrit universities.  

• He may appoint persons to review and inspect the functioning of the University. The 

Executive Council may take action based on the findings of the inspection. 

 

8. Apex body on River Linking 

Why in News? 

• The Central government is working on the 

establishment of an exclusive body to implement 

projects for linking rivers. 

Highlights: 

• To be called the National Interlinking of Rivers 

Authority (NIRA), the proposed body is expected to 

take up both inter-State and intra-State projects. It 

will also make arrangements for generating up funds, 

internally and externally.   

• The subject of establishment of the Authority was 

discussed at the last meeting of the Special 

Committee on Inter-Linking of Rivers (ILR) in New Delhi.  
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• The panel includes Irrigation or Water Resources Ministers and Secretaries of States. Since 

its formation, the Committee has held 17 meetings.  

• Once approved, the projects will be pursued as national projects, wherein the Centre will 

absorb 90% of the cost and the States concerned the rest.  

• As of now, six ILR projects — the Ken-Betwa, Damanganga- Pinjal, Par-Tapi-Narmada, 

Manas-Sankosh-Teesta-Ganga, Mahanadi-Godavari and Godavari-Cauvery (Grand 

Anicut), have been under examination of the authorities.  

• With regard to the peninsular rivers, the Centre has chosen to focus on the Godavari-

Cauvery link than the earlier proposal to link the Mahanadi-Godavari-Krishna-Pennar-

Cauvery rivers. 

National River Linking Project (NRLP): 

• The NRLP formally known as the National Perspective Plan, envisages the transfer of 

water from water ‘surplus’ basins where there is flooding to water ‘deficit’ basins where 

there is drought/scarcity, through inter-basin water transfer projects. 

• It is designed to ease water shortages in western and southern India while mitigating the 

impacts of recurrent floods in the eastern parts of the Ganga basin. 

• Interlinking of rivers was conceived more than 125 years ago by Sir Arthur Cotton, mainly 

to facilitate trade but it was not implemented then. 

• The proposed NRLP, now comprises 29 canals totalling 9,600 km, will involve the 

movement of 245 trillion litres of water. If and when implemented, it will be one of the 

biggest inter-basin water transfer projects in the world. 

 
 

 

 

9. Solar Charkha Mission 

Why in News? 

• Subsidy to artisans under Solar Charkha Mission. 

Solar Charkha Mission: 

• The mission was launched by the Ministry of MSME. 

• The scheme is envisaged to generate direct employment for nearly one lakh persons. 

• It envisages setting up of ‘Solar Charkha Clusters’ which will have 200 to 2042 

beneficiaries (spinners, weavers, tailors and other skilled artisans).  

• Each spinner will be given two charkhas of 10 spindles each. As part of the scheme no 

subsidy is given, however, subsidy to the tune of Rs.9.60 crore is provided for the 

procurement of charkha and looms to the Implementing or Promoting Agency for a full- 
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scale Solar Charkha Cluster involving a total investment of about Rs.38.625 crore. The 

pilot solar charkha cluster was set up at Khanwa village, Nawada District, Bihar in 2016. It 

was a success and benefited 1180 artists. Based on this success, the government set out to 

establish 50 such clusters under this Mission. 

• These solar charkhas are to be operated using solar power which is a renewable energy 

source. It will help in the development of a green economy as it is an environment-friendly 

programme. It will also generate sustainable employment for the artisans. 

• The Mission is implemented by the Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC). 

Objectives: 

• To ensure inclusive growth by generation of employment, especially for women and youth, 

and sustainable development through solar charkha clusters in rural areas. 

• To boost rural economy and help in arresting migration from rural to urban areas. 

• To leverage low-cost, innovative technologies and processes for sustenance. 
 

 

 

 

10. Jeevan Kaushal Curriculum 

Why in News?  

• The Minister of Human Resource Development has recently informed about the 

implementation of Jeevan Kaushal (life skills) curriculum in a written reply in the Lok 

Sabha. 

Key Points:  

• It is developed by the University Grants 

Commission (UGC)  

• It is a life skill (Jeevan Kaushal) curriculum for 

undergraduate students at Universities and 

Colleges. 

• It covers the courses on communication skills, 

professional skills, leadership & management 

skills and universal human values. The 

implementation of curriculum is suggestive. 

• The objectives of the curriculum are Enhancement of self-awareness, Creation of 

emotional competency and emotional intelligence, Learning through practical experiences,  

Development of interpersonal skills, Time and Stress management, and Achievement of 

excellence with ethics. 
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• It has been decided that foreign investment in Air India Ltd be brought on a level playing 

field with other scheduled airline operators. 

• The amendment in FDI policy will permit foreign investment in Air India Ltd at par with 

other Scheduled Airline Operators i.e. upto 100% in Air India Ltd by those NRIs, who are 

Indian Nationals. 

• The proposed changes in FDI Policy will enable foreign investment by NRIs into Air India 

Ltd. upto 100%, under automatic route. 

Rationale of the Move: 

• Above amendment to the FDI Policy are meant to liberalise and simplify the FDI policy to 

provide ease of doing business in the country. 

• It is expected to lead to largest FDI inflows and thereby contributing to growth of 

investment, income and employment. 

 

11. North East Venture Fund 

Why in News? 

• Union Minister Jitendra Singh have recently informed Rajya Sabha that the North East 

Venture Fund (NEVF) has disbursed over Rs.18 crores to 12 start-ups till date. 

North East Venture Fund (NEVF): 

• The North East Venture Fund was formally launched on 9th September, 2017 with joint 

efforts from Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER) and North 

Eastern Development Finance Corporation Ltd (NEDFi). 

Objective: 

• To encourage entrepreneurs and Start-ups and to empower entrepreneurs from the North 

Eastern Region (NER) 

Capital: 

• It is a close ended fund with capital commitment of Rs 100 crore. 

• The investment is ranging between Rs. 25 lakhs and Rs. 10 crores per venture, which is 

long term in nature with investment horizon of 4-5 years. 

Contribution: 

• The NEVF team has vigorously been participating in various events, seminars, conclaves 

etc. across NER, and interacted with start-ups both on one to one and group basis to 

promote the fund. 
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• The team members have also interacted with various venture funds, incubators in the 

venture capital eco- system. Over the last three years, out of 212 enquiries/applications 

received across sectors like Agri-Allied, Healthcare, Biotechnology, Education, Food 

Processing, Tourism, Logistics, Parking, Aggregation of Services, Entertainment etc., 40 

proposals have been taken to the Investment Committee for perusal and 22 proposals have 

received investment commitment. The NEVF has till date made a disbursement of Rs.18.16 

crore to 12 start-ups. 
 

12. Open Data Portal 

Why in News? 

• Recently, Indian School of Business (ISB) has developed one-stop open data portal. 

About:  

• It aimed at collating government data, scattered across multiple sources for consumption 

of policymakers, researchers, students and journalists, focusing on information related to 

agriculture. In the age where the credibility of information is being questioned and 

scrutinised, often with good reason, a platform with credible data can be a game changer.  

• India Data Portal (IDP) incubated at ISB’s Bharti Institute of Public Policy is a 

platform that has data from multiple disciplines, subjects and areas.  

• In the first phase, the focus is on agriculture data, and in later phases the portal will 

diversify to include datasets on financial inclusion, rural development etc. 

• Mostly, data is available at different locations generally in inaccessible formats, which then 

requires extra effort in converting them into a format which can be analysed. 

• In other cases, even if the data is easily available, comparing it across geographies becomes 

a considerable challenge.  These issues of unavailability of organised and linked data and 

inadequate platforms for rapid visualisations are addressed by the IDP. 
 

13. KIRAN-Women Scientist Scheme 

Why in News? 

• The Department of Science and Technology (DST), Ministry of Science and Technology, 

GOI has started several pioneering initiatives for promoting women in science. 

Highlights: 

• In 2014, DST restructured all women-specific programmes under one umbrella called 

Knowledge Involvement in Research Advancement through Nurturing (KIRAN), which 

encompasses women-exclusive schemes and encourages them to foster their career by not  
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only undertaking research in Science and Technology (S&T) but also focusing on S&T 

solutions of issues & challenges at the grassroots level for social benefits. 

• The mandate of the KIRAN Program is to bring gender parity in S&T through gender 

mainstreaming. 

• Women Scientist Scheme (WOS) addresses the challenges faced by S&T qualified women 

primarily due to social responsibilities. 

• Its two components WOS-A and WOS-B are directly implemented by the KIRAN Division 

and the third component WOS-C or KIRAN-IPR is implemented by TIFAC with grant-in-

aid from DST. 

• TIFAC is an autonomous think tank under the DST. It was established in 1988. 

• It was mandated to assess the state-of-art of technology and set directions for future 

technological development in India in important socio-economic sectors. 

• The WOS was launched to address the critical issues of “career-break”, identify neglected 

well-qualified women in the field of S&T and to provide opportunities to women scientists. 

• To encourage women to continue the research in S&T, the Ministry provides fellowships 

through the following categories: 

• Women Scientist Scheme-A (WOS-A) – Research in Basic/Applied Science 

• Women Scientist Scheme-B (WOS-B) – S&T interventions for Societal Benefit 

• Women Scientist Scheme-C (WOS-C) – Internship in Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) 

for the Self-Employment 

 

14. Conference on Empowering Women Entrepreneurs 2020 

Why in News? 

• The “Conference on Empowering Women Entrepreneurs 2020” has been inaugurated on 

the occasion of the International Women’s Day (8th March) in New Delhi. 

Key Points: 

• The Ministry of MSME in collaboration with various industry associations like FICCI, CII 

and India SME Forum has organised this three-day conference. 

•  Also, a discussion on ‘Creating a conducive business Eco System for Empowering Women 

Entrepreneurs’ has been arranged for more than 300 women entrepreneurs from all parts 

of the country. 

• The MSME Sambandh and Udyam Sakhi portal which has helped to generate a pool of 

successful women entrepreneurs in the country has also found mention in the conference. 
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1. MSME Sambandh aims to monitor the implementation of public procurement from 

MSMEs by Central Public Sector Enterprises. 

2. Udyam Sakhi portal intends to provide the right information for women 

entrepreneurs about self-employment on one single portal. 

 

15. New Textile Policy – 2020 

Why in News? 

• The Government is formulating a New Textile Policy for the overall development of the 

sector. 

Highlights: 

• Over a period of time, the textile industry is facing some problems like technological 

obsolesce, high input cost (power & capital), poor access to credit, fragmented units, 

absence of fibre neutrality, etc. 

• In order to address these issues/problems, GOI has implemented various schemes to 

provide support to Textiles & Apparel Sector. 

• Knitting and Knitwear Sector scheme: Government has launched a separate scheme for the 

development of the Knitting and Knitwear Sector to boost production in the knitting and 

knitwear cluster at Ludhiana, Kolkata and Tirupur. 

• Amended Technology Up-gradation Fund Scheme (ATUFS): For technology upgradation 

of the sector. 

• National Handloom Development Programme, Comprehensive Handloom Cluster 

Development Scheme, Handloom Weaver Comprehensive Welfare Scheme and Yarn 

Supply Schemes. 

• National Handicrafts Development Programme (NHDP) and Comprehensive Handicraft 

Cluster Development Schemes. 

• Power Tex India: A comprehensive scheme for the power loom sector. 

• Silk Samagra – An integrated scheme for the development of silk. 

• Jute ICARE for increasing the income of farmers through different interventions. 

• North East Region Textile Promotion Scheme (NERTPS) for promoting textiles industry. 

• Scheme for Integrated Textile Park (SITP): The Government is implementing the SITP 

which provides support for the creation of world-class infrastructure facilities for setting 

up of textile units. 
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16. Centre has decided to Increase Manpower at SFIO 

Why in News? 

• The government is set to more than double the manpower at the Serious Fraud 

Investigation Office (SFIO) to nearly 350 as the office continues efforts to curb corporate 

wrongdoings. 

About SFIO: 

• It is a multi-disciplinary organization under the Ministry of Corporate Affairs, consisting of 

experts in the field of accountancy, investigation, company law, capital market and 

taxation. 

• Its main objective is of detecting and prosecuting or recommending for prosecution of 

white-collar crimes/frauds. 

• It is headquartered in New Delhi. SFIO has powers to arrest people for the violation of the 

Company law. 

• The Computer Forensic and Data Mining Laboratory (CFDML) was set up in 2013 to 

provide support and service to the officers of SFIO in their investigations. 

Statutory Status: 

• SFIO was initially set up by the Government of India by way of a resolution dated 2nd July 

2003. At that time SFIO did not enjoy a formal legal status. 

• Section 211 of the Companies Act, 2013 has accorded statutory status to the SFIO. 

SFIO can start an investigation into the affairs of a company under the Following 

Circumstances: 

• On receipt of a report of the Registrar or inspector under sections of the Companies Act, 

2013. 

• On intimation of a special resolution passed by a company that its affairs are required to be 

investigated. 

• In the public interest. 

• On request from any department of the central government or a state government. 

 

17. Cri-MAC & NCTC 

Context:  

• Recently, Union Home Minister launched Crime Multi Agency Centre (Cri-MAC) and 

National Cybercrime Training Centre (NCTC). 
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About NCTC: 

• It is meant for professional quality eLearning services on cyber-crime investigation on 

large scale to police officers, judges, prosecutors and other stakeholders. 

About Cri-MAC: 

• It aims to share information between various police forces on heinous crimes. 

• It is meant to share information on heinous crimes and other issues related to inter-state 

coordination.  
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4. SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

1. National Interlinking of Rivers Authority 

Why in News? 

• The Central government is working on the establishment of an exclusive body named 

National Interlinking of Rivers Authority (NIRA) to implement projects for linking 

rivers. 

What is River Interlinking? 

• The National River Linking Project (NRLP) formally known as the National 

Perspective Plan, envisages the transfer of water from water ‘surplus’ basins where there 

is flooding, to water ‘deficit’ basins where there is drought/scarcity, through inter-basin 

water transfer projects. 

• 'Surplus' means that it is the extra water available in a river after it meets the humans’ 

requirement of irrigation, domestic consumption and industries thereby underestimating 

the need of the water for the river itself. 

• The term 'deficit' has also been viewed in terms of humans only and not from the river's 

perspective, which includes many other factors. 

About the Proposal: 

• The proposed body is expected to take up both inter-State and intra-State projects.  

• It will also make arrangements for generating up funds, internally and externally. 

• An updated draft Cabinet note has been circulated to other Ministries in the Central 

government. On receipt of comments, the note will be finalised by the Ministry of Jal 

Shakti and sent to the Union Cabinet for approval. 

• The proposal for an apex body on river linking has been under discussion for the past 18 

months. However, as of now, no specific timeline has been determined for the constitution 

of the Authority. 

• Once approved, the projects will be pursued as national projects, wherein the Centre will 

absorb 90% of the cost and the States concerned the rest. 

Currently who is responsible for the Interlinking of Rivers? 

• The National Water Development Agency (NWDA) is responsible for the 

formulation of proposals of the linking of rivers. 

• NWDA is the agency of the Union Ministry of Water Resources. It was set up in July, 1982 

as autonomous society under the Societies Registration Act, 1860. 
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• It was established to carry out the water balance and other studies on a scientific and 

realistic basis for optimum utilisation of Water Resources of the Peninsular rivers system. 

• Besides it was tasked to prepare feasibility reports and give concrete shape to Peninsular 

Rivers Development Component of National Perspective. 

• In 1990, it was also entrusted with the task of Himalayan Rivers Development Component 

of National Perspectives. 

• Recently, the functions of NWDA have been further modified and the work of preparation 

of detailed Project Reports (DPR) of various link proposals and Pre-feasibility Reports. 

• It has been also entrusted to prepare feasibility reports of intra-State links as proposed by 

the States. 

What are the Projects under Examination? 

• As of now, six ILR projects — the Ken-Betwa, Damanganga- Pinjal, Par-Tapi-Narmada, 

Manas-Sankosh-Teesta-Ganga, Mahanadi-Godavari and Godavari-Cauvery (Grand Anicut) 

— have been under examination of the authorities.  

• With regard to the peninsular rivers, the Centre has chosen to focus on the Godavari-

Cauvery link than the earlier proposal to link the Mahanadi-Godavari-Krishna-Pennar-

Cauvery Rivers. The latter has eluded consensus given reservations from Odisha. 

What are the Benefits? 

• A national water grid aims to connect various surplus rivers with deficient rivers. 

• It aims to transfer excess water from water-rich to water-deficit regions. 

• This is to help improve irrigation, increase water for drinking and industrial use. 

• Mitigating drought and floods to an extent are also part of the objectives. 

What are the Concerns? 

• There are significant environmental concerns associated with inter-basin transfer. The 

ecology of every river is unique. Letting the waters of two rivers mix may affect 

biodiversity. ‘Besides, it involves construction of a massive network of canals and dams, 

which would lead to large-scale displacement of people. 

• It may make changes to agricultural patterns, and affect livelihoods. 

• In addition, rainfall patterns are changing due to climate change. 

• So the basins now supposed to be surplus, might cease to be so in few years. 

• There are financial concerns as well, related to the projects. In 2001, the total cost for 

linking the Himalayan and peninsular rivers was estimated at Rs. 5,60,000 crores. The 

cost is now likely to be substantially higher 
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• Also, the cost-benefit ratio might no longer be favourable. 

Way Forward: 

• The necessity and feasibility of river-interlinking should be seen on case to case basis, with 

adequate emphasis on easing out federal issues. The government should alternatively 

consider the National Waterways Project (NWP) which “eliminates” friction between states 

over the sharing of river waters since it uses only the excess flood water that goes into the 

sea unutilized. Local solutions (like better irrigation practice) and watershed management, 

should be focused on. 

 

2. COVID-19 now a Pandemic, says WHO 

Why in News? 

• WHO has recently announced COVID-19 as pandemic amidst of increasing outbreak in 

various countries. 

What is COVID-19? 

• The COVID-19 is a disease caused by the spread of 2019-nCoV (2019 novel Corona Virus). 

• Originating in China, it has spread to other parts of the world which is a cause for concern. 

• Coronaviruses are a class of viruses so named because their electron microscope image 

resembles the corona of the sun. They are usually found in animals, but sometimes get 

transmitted to human beings possibly through the food chain. 

• The symptoms can include fever, cough and shortness of breath. 

• This happened during the 2003 outbreak of SARS (Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome) 

coronavirus that claimed close to 800 lives. 

• The current 2019 strain that had originated in China has been named as 2019 ‘novel’ 

coronavirus (2019-nCoV) or SARS-CoV-2. 

What is Pandemic? 

• A pandemic is an epidemic of disease that has spread across a large region; for instance 

multiple continents, or worldwide. 

• A widespread endemic disease that is stable in terms of how many people are getting sick 

from it is not a pandemic. 

• The last pandemic reported was the 2009 H1N1 flu pandemic, which killed hundreds of 

thousands globally. 

• According to 2017 pandemic influenza risk management guidelines, the WHO uses 

pandemic influenza phases, interpandemic, alert, pandemic and transition, to reflect its  
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risk assessment of the global situation regarding each influenza virus with pandemic 

potential infecting humans. 

• Further, flu pandemics generally exclude recurrences of seasonal flu. 

• Throughout history, there have been a number of pandemics, such as smallpox and 

tuberculosis. One of the most devastating pandemics was the Black Death, which killed an 

estimated 75–200 million people in the 14th century. 

• The only current pandemic is HIV/AIDS, which started in the 1980s. Other recent 

pandemics are the 1918 influenza pandemic (Spanish flu) and the 2009 flu pandemic 

(H1N1). 

What are the different levels of disease? 

• According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), there are 

different levels of diseases, they are: 

✓ Sporadic: When a disease occurs infrequently and irregularly. 

✓ Endemic: A constant presence and/or usual prevalence of a disease or infection 

within a geographic area. (Hyper endemic, is a situation in which there are persistent, 

high levels of disease occurrence.) 

✓ Epidemic: A sudden increase in the number of cases of a disease—more than what’s 

typically expected for the population in that area. 

✓ Pandemic: An epidemic that has spread over several countries or continents, affecting 

a large number of people. 

Phases of Pandemics: 

• The World Health Organization (WHO) provides an influenza pandemic alert system, with 

a scale ranging from Phase 1 (a low risk of a flu pandemic) to Phase 6 (a full-blown 

pandemic): 

✓ Phase 1: A virus in animals has caused no known infections in humans. 

✓ Phase 2: An animal flu virus has caused infection in humans. 

✓ Phase 3: Sporadic cases or small clusters of disease occur in humans. Human-to-

human transmission, if any, is insufficient to cause community-level outbreaks. 

✓ Phase 4: The risk for a pandemic is greatly increased but not certain. 

✓ Phase 5: Spread of disease between humans is occurring in more than one country of 

one WHO region. 

✓ Phase 6: Community-level outbreaks are in at least one additional country in a 

different WHO region from phase 5. A global pandemic is under way. 
 

 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/
http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


www. Vetriiias.com / www.iasgatewayy.com 044-26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

      

 

                63 | P a g e  

 
 Daily Current Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests www.iasgatewayy.com 

   

 

 

3. Curing HIV Using Stem Cell Therapy 

Why in News? 

• Researchers report that a 

patient who underwent stem-

cell transplantation and a 

chemotherapy drug regimen 

has been cured of HIV. 

Highlights: 

• In 2011, a patient based in 

Berlin (the ‘Berlin patient’) was 

the first HIV patient to be 

reportedly cured of the virus 

three and half years after 

undergoing similar treatment.  

• Although there was no active 

viral infection in the patient’s 

body, remnants of integrated HIV-1 DNA remained in tissue samples, which were also 

found in the first patient to be cured of HIV.  

• The authors suggest that these can be regarded as so-called ‘fossils’, as they are unlikely to 

be capable of reproducing the virus. The findings show that the success of stem cell 

transplantation as a cure for HIV, first reported nine years ago in the Berlin patient, can be 

replicated.  As a high-risk treatment, this therapy is unlikely to be offered widely to 

patients with HIV who are on successful antiretroviral treatment.   

• The transplant aimed to make the virus unable to replicate in the patient’s body, whilst the 

body irradiation and chemotherapy targeted any residual HIV virus.  

• Ultrasensitive viral load sampling from the London patient’s cerebrospinal fluid, intestinal 

tissue or lymphoid tissue was taken at 29 months after interruption of antiretroviral 

therapy (ART) and viral load sampling of his blood at 30 months. 

• The results showed no active viral infection was detected in samples of the patient’s blood 

at 30 months or in his cerebrospinal fluid, semen, intestinal tissue and lymphoid tissue 29 

months after stopping ART. Researchers suggest that the long-term remission of HIV can 

be achieved using reduced intensity drug regimens, with one stem cell transplant (rather 

than two) and without total body irradiation.  
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• Gene editing using the CCR5 has received a lot of attention recently. There are still many 

ethical and technical barriers to overcome before any approach using CCR5 gene editing 

can be considered as a scalable cure strategy for HIV. 
 

4. South India's Vulture 

Context: 

• Recently, the South India Vulture Conservation Group has come up with a blueprint for 

the conservation of vulture population in Five South Indian States. 

About:  

• Out of nine vulture species in India, four namely — white-backed vulture, long-billed 

vulture, slender-billed vulture and red-headed vulture — are listed as critically 

endangered by the IUCN and all are in the Schedule-1 of the Wildlife Protection Act, 

the highest category of endangerment 

• Except slender-billed vulture, the three other critically endangered species are found in the 

Moyar valley in the Nilgiris, whose population has seen a slight increase, 

• The government has to restrict availability of Nonsteroidal Anti-Inflammatory 

Drugs (NSAID) for veterinary use and to create a vulture safe zone in each south Indian 

State. It has appealed to the Forest Department that National Tiger Conservation 

Authority guidelines should be implemented for carcass disposal by not burying or burning 

it. 

Reasons for Death of Vultures: 

• The reason behind the vulture population getting nearly wiped out was the drug 

Diclofenac.  It was found in the carcass of cattle on which the vultures feed. The drug was 

commonly administered to cattle to treat inflammation. Its veterinary use was banned in 

2008 by the Government of India.  It is dangerously fatal for Vultures. Even 1% of it in 

carcass would kill the Vulture in a short time after it feeds such carcass. The poisoned 

carcasses were dumped to kill some local stray animals. But when vultures fed on them, it 

became one of the vital reasons leading to their death. 

Way Forward: 

• The forest department needs to give emphasis on creating awareness and on creating safe 

zones for vultures in places where there is an existing vulture population. So far nine states 

have undertaken programmes to create safe habitats for vultures. 

• Vultures are slow-breeding birds, there is a need for immediate intervention to save them 

from extinction. 
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4.1. SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY SNIPPETS 

1. RaIDer-X 

Why in News? 

• Recently, RaIDer-X, was unveiled at the National Workshop on Explosive Detection 

(NWED-2020) in Pune. 

• It was organized by the High Energy Materials Research Laboratory (HEMRL), Pune. 

About RalDer-X: 

• It has the capability to detect 20 explosives within a distance of about 2 metres. Bulk 

explosive in concealed condition can also be detected by the device. 

• It can be built to expand its capability to detect a number of explosives in pure form as well 

as with the contaminants. 

• It has various applications including narcotics, for local police, for customs and other 

detection agencies who need to detect various elements which may be explosive or non-

explosive in nature. It has been co-developed by HEMRL, Pune and the Indian Institute of 

Science, Bangalore. About High Energy Materials Research Laboratory, Pune 

• It is a premier laboratory of the Defence Research and Development Organisation 

(DRDO.) It is involved in basic and applied research in the area of high energy materials.  

 

2. Rare Disease Day 

Context:  

• Recently, the Rare Disease Day is observed on February 29.  

About Rare Disease: 

• It is also referred to as an orphan disease. 

• It is any disease that affects a small percentage of the population. 

• It is mostly genetic, and are present throughout a person’s entire life, even if symptoms do 

not immediately appear. The most common rare diseases recorded in India are  

Haemophilia, Thalassemia, sickle-cell anaemia and primary immuno deficiency in 

children, auto-immune diseases, Lysosomal storage disorders such as Pompe disease, 

Hirschsprung disease, Gaucher’s disease, Cystic Fibrosis, Hemangiomas and certain forms 

of muscular dystrophies. There is no universally accepted definition of rare diseases, 

countries typically arrive at their own descriptions, taking into consideration disease 

prevalence, its severity and the existence of alternative therapeutic options.  
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• In the US, a rare disease is defined as a condition that affects fewer than 200,000 people. 

The same definition is used by the National Organisation for Rare Disorders (NORD). 

 

3. MILAN 2020 

Why in News? 

• The Indian Navy has postponed its naval exercise ‘MILAN’ due to continuing spread of 

the coronavirus. 

About Exercise MILAN: 

• It is a biennial, multilateral naval exercise which started in 1995. 

• It was conducted at the Andaman and Nicobar Command until 2018. 

• It is held under the aegis of Eastern Naval Command. Over 40 countries were expected to 

participate in the exercise in 2020. 

• Its 11th edition is scheduled to be held in Visakhapatnam from 18th - 28th March 2020. 

 

4. ICONSAT 2020 

Why in News? 

• The International Conference on Nano Science and Nano Technology (ICONSAT) under 

the aegis of Nano Mission, Department of Science and Technology (DST) was recently 

conducted at Kolkata. 

INCOSAT 2020: 

• The Three-Day Event Deliberates on several thematic topics in the field, bringing out 

cutting-edge developments in the domain of physical, chemical, materials as well as 

biological sciences. 

Highlights: 

• The event focused on the recent advances in the frontier research field of Nano science and 

Technology. 

• The genesis of Nano India was outlined and informed that in the last 20 years’ 

infrastructure and human resources have been built in the field of Nano science and 

technology. 

• The need to create a network of experts in Nano-science was emphasized to integrate the 

knowledge across sectors like energy, agriculture, transport, health etc. 
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• The 5Ms – Mechanical, material, machines, manufacturing and manpower, are the need of 

the hour and the focus should be on how Nano-science and technology can contribute to 

the challenges like sustainable development and new technology (machine learning, 

artificial intelligence and so on). 

• Science should be related to the larger section of our society and hence, the young 

scientists were invited to participate with AWSAR, a DST new initiative through which 

young scholars can submit popular science stories related to their work while connecting 

them with societal benefits. 

DST Nano Mission: 

 

• In addition to existing research on Nano-materials, several emerging areas such as 

quantum materials, energy materials and nanotechnology for agriculture have been 

included in cognizance of the identified thrust areas of DST Nano mission. 

• The Government of India launched a Mission on Nano Science and Technology (Nano 

Mission) in May 2007. Recognizing the success of Nano Mission, the Union Cabinet 

accorded approval for continuation of the Nano Mission in its Phase-II during the 12th 

Plan period with an allocation of Rs. 650 crores. 

• The Department of Science and Technology is the nodal agency for implementing the Nano 

Mission. 

Potential: 

• Nanotechnology is science, engineering, and technology conducted at the nanoscale, which 

is about 1 to 100 nanometers. Nanoscience and nanotechnology are the study and 

application of extremely small things and can be used across all the other science fields, 

such as chemistry, biology, physics, materials science, and engineering. 
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• Nano science is an extraordinary sector to work in and have lot of opportunities for 

translation of benefits for the society. 

• Nano science has a tremendous application in various areas and in fields like Nano-

Medicine, Agriculture, Environment and Energy. 

 

5. Solar Cycle/ Cycle 25 

Why in News? 

• The sunspots identified by researchers from IISER Kolkata herald the start of a new solar 

cycle called Cycle 25. 

Sunspots: 

• Sunspots are temporary phenomena on the Sun’s photosphere that appear as spots darker 

than the surrounding areas. They are relatively cooler spots on the Sun’s surface. 

• They are regions of reduced surface temperature caused by concentrations of magnetic 

field flux that inhibit convection. 

• Sunspots usually appear in pairs of opposite magnetic polarity with a leader and a follower. 

Solar Cycle: 

• From our safe distance of about 148 million km, the Sun appears to be sedate and 

constant. However, huge solar flares and coronal mass ejections spew material from its 

surface into outer space. 

• They originate from sunspots, an important phenomenon that people have been following 

for hundreds of years.  

• They originate deep within the Sun and become visible when they pop out. 

• Their number is not constant but shows a minimum and then rises up to a maximum and 

then falls again in what is called the solar cycle. 

• Every 11 years or so, the Sun’s magnetic field completely flips. This means that the Sun’s 

north and south poles switch places. Then it takes about another 11 years for the Sun’s 

north and south poles to flip back again. 

• So far, astronomers have documented 24 such cycles, the last one ended in 2019. 

Impacts of Solar Cycle: 

• This activity has effects on Earth. For example, eruptions can cause lights in the sky, called 

aurora, or impact radio communications. Extreme eruptions can even affect electricity 

grids on Earth. Solar activity can affect satellite electronics and limit their lifetime. 
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• Radiation can be dangerous for astronauts who do work on the outside of the International 

Space Station. 

• Forecasting of the solar cycle can help scientists protect our radio communications on 

Earth, and help keep satellites and astronauts safe. 

6. Kyasanur Forest Disease 

Context: 

• Recently the state government has a proposal to set up a research centre on Kyasanur 

Forest Disease (KFD) in Sagar, Karnataka. 

About Kyasanur Forest Disease (KFD): 

• It is caused by Kyasanur Forest disease Virus (KFDV), a member of the virus family 

Flaviviridae. 

• It was first identified in 1957 in a sick monkey from the Kyasanur Forest in Karnataka. 

Since then, between 400-500 human cases per year have been reported. 

• It is endemic to the Indian state of Karnataka. It is also referred to as monkey fever by 

locals. 

• The Virus can cause epizootics (outbreak of disease in animals) with high fatality in 

primates. Rodents, shrews, and monkeys are common hosts for KFDV after being bitten by 

infected Hard ticks (Haemaphysalis Spinigera). 

• Its transmission to humans, occur after a tick bite or contact with an infected animal a 

sick or recently dead monkey. 

• The Symptoms like chills, fever, headache, severe muscle pain, vomiting, gastrointestinal 

symptoms and bleeding may occur, After an incubation period of 3-8 days.  

• The Patients may experience abnormally low blood pressure, and low platelet, red blood 

cell, and white blood cell counts. 

• It can be diagnosed in the early stage of illness by molecular detection by Polymerase 

Chain Reaction (PCR) or virus isolation from blood. Later, serologic testing using 

enzyme-linked immunosorbent serologic assay (ELISA) can be performed. 

• It has no specific treatment although vaccine is available. 
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7. ARI-516-Hybrid Variety of Grapes 

Why in News? 

• Scientists from Agharkar Research 

Institute (ARI), an autonomous institute 

of the Department of Science and 

Technology, have developed a hybrid 

variety of grapes which is resistant to 

fungal diseases, high yielding and has 

excellent juice quality. 

ARI-516: 

• The hybrid variety ARI-516 has been 

developed by interbreeding of two species 

from the same genus — Catawba variety of Vitis labrusca and Beauty seedless variety of 

Vitis vinifera. 

• It has superior quality fruits and higher yield per unit area. 

• An early ripening hybrid, it matures in 110 – 120 days after pruning. 

• It is tolerant to downy & powdery mildew diseases as well as resistant to anthracnose 

disease-a group of fungal diseases that affect a variety of plants in warm, humid areas. 

• India ranks twelfth in the world in terms of grape production. 

• About 78% of grape production in India is utilized for consumption, 17-20 % for raisin 

production, 1.5 % for wine and 0.5 % for juice. 

• Maharashtra leads in the production of grapes in India with a share of 81.22 %. 

• A majority of farmers in Maharashtra cultivate ‘Thompson seedless’ and its clones for table 

purpose or raisin making. These varieties are highly susceptible to fungal diseases which 

increase plant protection cost. Grapes suffer 8.23-16 % of post-harvest losses. 

• Juice making is an excellent option to reduce post-harvest losses. 
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5. ART AND CULTURE & MISCELLANEOUS 

1. #SheInspiresUs 

Context: 

• Prime Minister of India on 8th March 2020 marked International Women’s Day by 

handing over control of his social media accounts to seven women achievers. It is claimed 

to be an unique initiative and it is expected to inspire many women from various echelons 

of the society who are contributing to its development in their own ways. 

International Women’s Day 2020: 

• International Women's Day (March 8) is a global day celebrating the social, economic, 

cultural and political achievements of women.  

• The day also marks a call to action for accelerating gender parity.  

• The 2020 theme for International Women’s Day (8 March) is, “I am Generation Equality: 

Realizing Women’s Rights”. 

History: 

• The early years of the 20th century saw rapid industrialisation in many countries and the 

working conditions of most of the women employed in factories and on the production 

lines gave cause for considerable concern. 

• In 1910 a second International Conference of Working Women was held in Copenhagen. A 

woman named Clara Zetkin (Leader of the 'Women's Office' for the Social Democratic 

Party in Germany) tabled the idea of an International Women's Day.  

• She proposed that every year in every country there should be a celebration on the same 

day - a Women's Day - to press for their demands.  

• The conference of over 100 women from 17 countries, representing unions, socialist 

parties, working women's clubs - and including the first three women elected to the 

Finnish parliament - greeted Zetkin's suggestion with unanimous approval and thus 

International Women's Day was the result. 

• International Women's Day was celebrated for the first time by the United Nations in 1975.  

• Then in December 1977, the General Assembly adopted a resolution proclaiming a United 

Nations Day for Women’s Rights and International Peace to be observed on any day of the 

year by Member States, in accordance with their historical and national traditions. 

• 2011 saw the 100-year centenary of International Women's Day - with the first IWD event 

held exactly 100 years ago in 1911 in Austria, Denmark, Germany and Switzerland. 
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The Super Seven: 

• PM Narendra Modi's social media accounts were handled by seven women from different 

fields on International Women's Day. A look at the achievements of these women: 

• Arifa Jaan: 

✓ Kashmir-based Arifa Jaan is passionate about reviving Namda, the traditional craft of 

the region 

• Sneha Mohandoss: 

✓ Inspired by her mother, Chennai-based Sneha Mohandoss started an  initiative called 

Foodbank India, aimed at eradicating hunger through food donation campaigns. 

• Kalavati Devi: 

✓ A mason from Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh, she collected funds from the public and built 

toilets for better hygiene in her locality. 

• Kalpana Ramesh: 

✓ The Hyderabad-based architect is focused on water conservation projects, especially 

rainwater harvesting, and spreads awareness on the responsible use of water 

• Malvika lyer:  

✓ An award winning disability rights activist, social worker and model 

✓ She lost both arms in a bomb blast at Bikaner when she was 13 

• Vjaya Pawar: 

✓ She promotes handicrafts from the Banjara Community of rural Maharashtra 

• Veena Devi: 

✓ An organic farmer from Munger, Bihar, she has been cultivating mushrooms at some 

since 2013, setting an example in self-Sufficiency. She gained recognition for 

cultivating 1 kg mushrooms under her bed 

• Namda Traditional Art: 

✓ Namda is a local term used for traditional felted wool floor coverings, made out of a 

coarse variety of wool. 

✓ Namda comes from the root word Namata (Sanskrit for woollen stuff). 

• Namda making is practised as a craft in several cultures, especially in the countries 

throughout Asia, viz. Iran, Afghanistan and India. 

• Srinagar in Kashmir and Tonk in Rajasthan are the two major namda making centres in 

India. 
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• In India, it is known to have come from Iran and was actively promoted in the state under 

the patronage of the Mughal monarchs and the Rajput royals. 

• Rich hues and exquisite designing are the characteristics of the handcrafted Namda. 

• Unique themes and floral patterns provide the themes for these masterpieces and flowers 

and leaves, buds and fruits are the essence of the designs. 
 

5.1 ART AND CULTURE & MISCELLANEOUS SNIPPETS 

1. Lesbos 

Why in News? 

• Greek Island of lesbos is recently seen in news. 

About Lesbos: 

• It is also called Mitilíni, is a greek island. 

• It is the largest island after Crete and Euboea in the Aegean Sea. 

• It is largely volcanic in the west, and numerous thermal springs indicate the unstable 

subterranean structure that has caused severe earthquakes throughout history. 

• Its irregular coast is penetrated by two narrow-mouthed bays, Géras (southeast) and the 

Gulf of Kallonís (southwest). 

 

2. Gairsain 

Why in News? 

• The Uttarkhand Government has recently 

named Gairsain as the new summer capital of 

the state. 

Key Points: 

• Dehradun has been the temporary capital of 

the state since it attained statehood and still 

houses the chief minister’s residence, Raj 

Bhavan and MLA residences. 

• A summer capital is a city used as an 

administrative capital during extended 

periods of particularly hot weather. 

• The state Assembly is located in Dehradun but sessions are held in Gairsain as well. 
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• It covers a large area suitable for the construction of the capital and accommodating 

people. It is emerging as a tourist place and it is also a part of the major route connecting 

Garhwal with the Kumaon region. 

• It is the site of the source of the Ramganga River which rises near the Dudhatoli Parvat. 

• Its famous tourist attractions are the Nanda Devi and Valley of Flowers National Parks 

(UNESCO World Heritage Site), Badrinath, Vasundhara Falls etc. 

 

3. Attukal Pongala Festival 

Why in News? 

• The annual “Attukal Pongala”, one of the largest all-women religious congregations has 

began recently. It is a ten-day- long festival of Attukal Bhagavathy Temple. 

Key Points: 

• The festival commences with the musical rendering of the story of the Goddess (Kannaki 

Charitam) during the "Kappu Kettu ceremony". 

• The story invokes the presence of Kodungallur Bhagavathy and the slaying of the Pandyan 

King. This festival commemorates the victory of Good over Evil, by the slaying of Pandyan 

King. The event of the Goddess annihilating the Pandyan King is accompanied by much 

sound and fury of the temple drums, immediately followed by the lighting of the hearths 

for the preparation of the offering for the Goddess. 

About Attukal Bhagavathy Temple: 

• The Attukal Bhagavathy Temple is a Hindu religious shrine at Attukal in Kerala, India. 

Goddess Bhadrakali (Kannaki) is the main deity in this temple. 

• Also known as “The Sabarimala of Women'', this temple attracts the biggest set of 

women devotees for the annual Attukal Pongala festival. 

• Attukal Devi temple and its main festival Attukal Pongala reached Guinness Book of World 

Records of largest annual gathering of women, when over 2.5 million people took part in it. 

• The temple is built with elements of Kerala architectural style and Tamil architectural style 

as well. 
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4. Pyramid of Djoser 

Why in News? 

• Last week, Egypt reopened the Pyramid of Djoser, the first pyramid ever built, after a 14-

year restoration costing nearly $6.6 million. 

Highlights: 

• The pyramid had sustained serious damage during an earthquake in 1992, and was on the 

verge of collapse when renovations started in 2006. 

• The old structure is believed to be designed by Imhotep, described by some as the first 

architect of the world.  

• The 4,700-year-old pyramid is 60 metres tall, and consists of six stacked steps over a 

burial shaft tomb 28 metres deep and seven metres wide.  

• It is located at the Saqqara archaeological site, 24 km southwest of Cairo, outside the royal 

capital of Memphis.  

• A complex of halls and courts is located around the pyramid. A UNESCO world heritage 

site, the pyramid was constructed during the era of Pharaoh Djoser, the second king of 

Ancient Egypt’s Third Dynasty (2650 BC– 2575 BC).  

• The Pharaoh’s 19-year reign saw significant technical innovations in stone architecture. 

Restoration work for the pyramid, which began in 2006, was stopped in 2011 after a 

popular uprising in Egypt led to the ouster of longtime President Hosni Mubarak. The 

work resumed at the end of 2013.  

• The project saw efforts to prevent the pyramid from collapsing, and external and internal 

restoration, including of the paths leading to the pyramid and the internal corridors 

leading to the burial chamber.  

• The sarcophagus of King Djoser was also restored, along with the walls of the burial shaft 

tomb. 
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6. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

1. India Invited for US-Taliban Talks in Qatar 

Why in News? 

• India has been invited to witness the ceremony to seal the peace deal between the U.S. and 

Taliban in Qatari capital Doha. 

Highlights: 

• The deal would allow for the withdrawal of US forces from Afghanistan. The US has lost 

over 2,400 soldiers in Afghanistan since late 2001. 

• India has reiterated that a peace negotiation should be Afghan owned, Afghan led and 

Afghan controlled, and participation from the Afghan government in the ceremony will 

indicate that the U.S.-Taliban deal will ultimately take an inclusive turn.  

• This issue is already part of the draft peace agreement and Kabul is expected to deal with 

this soon after the U.S.-Taliban deal is signed.  It is understood that the same six-member 

delegation will represent the Government of President Ghani in the ceremony and begin 

the intra-Afghan negotiation thereafter.   

• India has been a key stakeholder in the peace and reconciliation process in Afghanistan. 

Major powers such as the US, Russia and Iran have been reaching out to the Taliban as 

part of efforts to push the stalled Afghan peace process. 

Peace Deal: 

• The Peace deal will allow for the withdrawal of the US forces from Afghanistan.  

• There are more than 12,000 US troops in Afghanistan. A report stated that 2,448 

Americans have died in combat there since the invasion in October 2001.  

• India has been invited by the Qatar government for the signing ceremony India has been a 

key stakeholder in the peace and reconciliation process in Afghanistan.  

• This will be the first time India will officially attend an event involving the Taliban.  

• Countries including the US, Russia, and Iran have been reaching out to the Taliban as part 

of efforts to push the stalled Afghan peace process. In November 2018, India had sent two 

former diplomats in non-official capacity to a conference on the Afghan peace process in 

Moscow, Russia. The peace deal conference was organized by Russia. It was attended by a 

high-level Taliban delegation, representatives of Afghanistan and from several other 

countries, including the US, Pakistan, and China. 

• India has also been maintaining that care should be taken to ensure that any such process 

does not lead to any "ungoverned spaces" where terrorists and their proxies can relocate. 
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2. India is host to 457 Migratory Fauna, says CMS 

Why in News? 

• The recent report of Convention on Conservation of Migratory Species (CMS) stated that 

the total number of migratory fauna from India comes to 457 species that includes Birds 

which comprise 83% (380 species) of this figure. 

About CMS: 

• CMS is an international treaty concluded under aegis of UN Environment Programme 

(UNEP), concerned with conservation of wildlife and habitats on a global scale. 

• It is commonly abbreviated as Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) or the Bonn 

Convention. 

• It aims to conserve terrestrial, marine and avian migratory species throughout their range. 

• It was signed in 1979 in Bonn (hence the name), Germany and entered into force in 1983. 

• Its headquarters are in Bonn, Germany. 

• CMS is the only global and UN-based intergovernmental organization established 

exclusively for conservation and management of terrestrial, aquatic and avian migratory 

species throughout their range. 

• CMS brings together the States through which migratory animals pass, the Range States, 

and lays the legal foundation for internationally coordinated conservation measures 

throughout a migratory range. 

• It is the only global convention specializing in the conservation of migratory species, their 

habitats and migration routes. 
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What are Migratory Species?  

• Migratory species are those animals that move from one habitat to another during 

different times of the year, due to various factors such as food, sunlight, temperature, 

climate, etc. 

Why their Protection is needed? 

• The movement between habitats can sometimes exceed thousands of miles/kilometres for 

some migratory birds and mammals. A migratory route can involve nesting and also 

requires the availability of habitats before and after each migration. 

About COP 13: 

• The Conference of the Parties (COP) is the principal decision making body of the 

Convention. 

• It meets once every three years and sets the budget and priorities of the following three 

years (the triennium). 

• The 13th Conference of Parties (COP) of the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory 

Species (CMS) of Wild Animals was hosted by India. 

• The conference was organized by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 

in Gandhinagar, from 17th – 22nd February 2020. 

• The theme for 2020 is “Migratory species connect the planet and together we welcome 

them home”.  

• The 2020 mascot is Gigi – the Great Indian Bustard. 

• India is Signatory to the CMS since 1983. 

• India has been taking necessary actions to protect and conserve migratory marine species. 

• Seven species that include Dugong, Whale Shark, Marine Turtle (two species), have been 

identified for preparation of Conservation and Recovery Action Plan. 

CMS with respect to India: 

• The Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) had for the first time compiled the list of 

migratory species of India under the CMS before the Conference of Parties (COP 13) held 

in Gujarat recently. It had put the number at 451.  

• Six species were added later. They are the Asian elephant, great Indian bustard, Bengal 

florican, oceanic white-tip shark, urial and smooth hammerhead shark. 

• Globally, more than 650 species are listed under the CMS appendices and India, with over 

450 species, plays a very important role in their conservation. 
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• Birds: The bird family Muscicapidae (Old World Flycatchers) has the highest 

number of migratory species. The next highest group of migratory birds is raptors or birds 

of prey, such as eagles, owls, vultures and kites which are from the family Accipitridae. 

• The country has three flyways (flight paths used by birds): the Central Asian flyway, East 

Asian flyway and East Asian–Australasian flyway.  

• Another group of birds that migrate in large numbers are waders or shore birds. In India, 

their migratory species number 41, followed by ducks (38) belonging to the family 

Anatidae. 

• Mammals: The estimate of 44 migratory mammal species in India has risen to 46 after 

COP 13. The Asian elephant was added to Appendix I and the urial to Appendix II. 

• The largest group of mammals is definitely bats belonging to the family Vespertilionidae. 

Dolphins are the second highest group of mammals with nine migratory species of 

dolphins listed. 

• Fishes: Fishes make up another important group of migratory species. Before COP 13, the 

ZSI had compiled 22 species, including 12 sharks and 10 ray fish. The oceanic white-tip  

shark and smooth hammerhead shark were then added. The total number of migratory 

fish species from India under CMS now stands at 24. 

• Reptiles: Seven reptiles, which include five species of turtles and the Indian gharial and 

salt water crocodile, are among the CMS species found in India. There was no addition to 

the reptiles list.  

 

3. USA-Taliban Peace Deal 

Why in News? 

• The United States has signed a historic deal with Taliban insurgents that could pave the 

way for ending the 18-year-war in Afghanistan.  

• The deal was signed in Doha (Qatar) and thus termed as Doha Agreement. 

Background Info: 

1. Post 2001 Scenario: 

• The war in Afghanistan was launched by the US in 2001 after the 9/11 attack. The US-led 

coalition aimed to overthrow the Taliban.  

• However, the war in Afghanistan got derailed as the U.S. shifted focus and resources 

towards Iraq from 2003 onwards. 
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• The end objective of a stable and peaceful Afghanistan began to recede as the Taliban 

launched their insurgency in 2005 after they had recovered, regrouped and refinanced  

themselves from their sanctuary in Pakistan. Since then, the insurgency has gathered 

momentum and also exposed the U.S.A’s policy weaknesses. 

2. Efforts of Barack Obama: 

• After taking over in 2009, President Barack Obama authorised a surge in U.S. troop 

presence with the objective to gain a decisive victory over the insurgency. He 

simultaneously announced the drawdown of forces would commence in 2011, and by 2014 

the Afghan security forces would take charge of all combat operations. 

• However, this only encouraged the Taliban insurgency and exposed the shortcomings of 

the Afghan army and the police forces, in terms of numbers, training and equipment to 

deal with the post 2014 situation. 

• In 2014, the U.S. announced the withdrawal of the bulk of soldiers but a few thousand U.S. 

soldiers were to stay behind to “advise, train and assist” the Afghan security forces under 

Operation Resolute Support. 

3. Strategy of Donald Trump: 

• In 2017, the U.S. President Donald Trump laid out a strategy for “Afghanistan and South 

Asia”. 

• His policy was different from those of his predecessors as it stated that American 

involvement in Afghanistan was “not for nation building” but was limited to “killing 

terrorists.” 

• He called this policy “Principled Realism” - with a shift from a time-based approach to one 

based on conditions. This policy was based on two pillars: 

✓ Military Involvement: The additional troops which would serve two roles: 

counterterrorism missions and training the Afghan forces. 

✓ Political Involvement: A negotiated political settlement with the Taliban, if the 

situation moves in that direction. 

• Since October 2018, Taliban representatives and US officials have been meeting to chalk 

out a peace treaty. 

Highlights of the Deal: 

• Comprehensive Ceasefire between the Afghan Government and Taliban. 

• Timeline for the withdrawal of all foreign forces from Afghanistan will be carried out, 

provided the Taliban adhere to their security guarantees and ceasefire. 
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• The prevention of the use of Afghanistan by any group or individual against the security of 

the United States and its allies. 

• The facilitation of an intra-Afghan dialogue. 

• In turn, the Taliban has demanded the release of fighters from Afghan-run jails. 

• The agreement also set out a course for the next 14 months. 

India’s Stand about this Deal: 

• India has been always supportive of the inclusive peace process, specifically Afghan-

owned, Afghan-led and Afghan-controlled. 

• The participation of the Afghan government’s delegation during the Doha agreement as 

well as the upcoming intra-Afghan peace negotiations would be following the path desired 

by India. 

• The deal has reiterated India’s commitment to Afghanistan’s pursuit of “sustainable peace 

and reconciliation”. Thus, India has accepted the Doha Agreement (2020). 

Possible Issues for India: 

1. Security of India: 

• The deal mentions about prevention of the use of Afghanistan by any group against the 

security of the United States and its allies. However, it is unclear whether India, which is 

not a U.S. ally, is included in this clause, and whether Pakistan-backed groups that 

threaten India, would still operate in Afghanistan. 

2. Benefit for Pakistan: 

• The deal also promises to take Taliban leaders off the UN Security Council’s sanctions list, 

which could considerably bring down the number of terrorists harboured by Pakistan. This 

might benefit Pakistan during the June 2020 FATF Plenary. 

3. Threat of Sidelining of Intra-Afghan Dialogue: 

• The U.S. has committed to clear five bases and withdrawal of troops and it intends to 

submit to the Taliban-led government.  

• Thus, priority to future Taliban led government may sideline the “Intra-Afghan” dialogue 

and India’s support for the election process for leadership in Afghanistan. 
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4. Nominations for World Heritage List for the year 2020 

Why in News? 

• Nomination dossiers of ‘Dholavira: A Harappan City’ and ‘Monuments and Forts of Deccan 

Sultanate’ have been submitted for inclusion in the World Heritage List for the year 2020 

– Culture Minister. 

UNESCO World Heritage List: 

• This list comprises the UNESCO World Heritage Sites. A World Heritage Site is a 

landmark or an area selected by the UNESCO for having cultural, historical, scientific or 

other form of significance, which is legally protected by international treaties. 

• The sites are regarded important for the collective and preservative interests of humanity. 

• To be selected, a World Heritage Site must be an already-classified landmark, unique in 

some respect as a geographically and historically identifiable place having special cultural 

or physical significance. 

• The sites are intended for practical conservation for posterity, which otherwise would be 

subject to risk from human or animal trespassing, unmonitored/uncontrolled/unrestricted 

access, or threat from local administrative negligence. 

• The list is maintained by the international World Heritage Program administered by the 

UNESCO World Heritage Committee, composed of 21 “states parties” that are elected by 

their General Assembly.As of July 2019, a total of 1,121 World Heritage Sites exist across 

167 countries. The maximum number of sites in one country is 55, both China and Italy 

having 55 each. India is in fifth position with 38 sites. 

• The first place to be declared a World Heritage Site: City of Quito (capital of Ecuador) in 

1978. 

Tentative Lists: 

• States Parties are encouraged to submit Tentative Lists to the UNESCO. This list consists 

of properties which they consider to be cultural and/or natural heritage of outstanding 

universal value and therefore suitable for inscription on the World Heritage List. 

• The Tentative List should be submitted at least one year prior to the submission of any 

nomination. 

• Nominations to the World Heritage List will not be considered unless the nominated 

property has already been included on the State Party’s Tentative List. 

• Both Dholavira and the Deccan Sultanate forts and monuments are included in India’s 

Tentative List. There are another 40 sites in the Indian list. 
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• Both were submitted in 2014. 

Dholavira: A Harappan City: 

• Dholavira is located in the Khadir Island in the Rann of Kutch in Gujarat. 

• It belonged to the Mature Harappan Phase. 

• It is a fortified quadrangular city set in a harsh and arid land. It was once a thriving 

metropolis for 1200 years between 3000 BCE and 1800 BCE. 

• It had access to the sea. 

• The city’s ruins show large-scale use of dressed stone in construction. 

• Highly polished stone pillars of square or circular section having a central hole are also 

seen.  

• To create a pillar, such segments were piled to attain the requisite height and a wooden 

pole was inserted to ensure stability. This method of constructing a column was an 

ingenious alternative to a monolithic column. 

• The city also had an excellent water conservation system that ensured regular water supply 

to the parched land. 

• Many antiquities have also been found during excavations. 

Why is it included in the List? 

• The excavated site demonstrates the ingenuity of the Harappan people to evolve a highly 

organised system of town planning with perfected proportions, interrelation of functional 

areas, street pattern and an efficient water conservation system that supported life for 

more than 1200 years in a hot and arid climate. 

• Its water management system was one of the most efficient in the ancient world. 

• The city had a three-tier zonation comprising of distinct upper (citadel, bailey) and middle 

(having a distinct street-pattern, large scale enclosure and a ceremonial ground) towns 

enclosed by a lower town (with narrower streets, smaller enclosures and industrial area – 

this feature distinguishes it from the other metropolises of the Indus Valley Civilisation. 

• The importance of Dholavira’s planning was furthered with the excavation of Kampilya in 

Uttar Pradesh, a city considered of mythical origin in the Gangetic plains. Belonging to the  

Gangetic Civilization, which is considered the second phase of urbanization of the Indian 

subcontinent, Kampilya adopted the town planning principles (in terms of scale, hierarchy 

of space and road network) established in Dholavira. 

• The area is protected and managed by the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI). 
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• Globally, Dholavira can be compared to the cities of the Ancient River Valley Civilization, 

the urban metropolises of the Egyptian, Chinese and Mesopotamian civilisations. 

• In the region, Dholavira can be compared to the other major cities of Harappan culture 

like Mohenjodaro, Harappa, Kalibangan, Rakhigarhi, Banavali and Lothal. The excavated 

remains of the complete water system distinguish this site from others. 

Monuments and Forts of the Deccan Sultanate: 

• The ‘Monuments of the Deccan Sultanate’ is a serial property comprising of four 

components. 

• They constitute the most representative, most authentic and best-conserved examples of 

Deccani Sultanate monuments in India. 

• The series demonstrates the exemplary convergence of national and international styles of 

Islamic architecture and their intersections with the prevalent Hindu architecture of the 

period in southern India, in present-day Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh. 

• The contributions of Deccan Sultanate to the arts and architecture of India is impressive 

with iconic Indo-Islamic monuments constructed in Gulbarga, Bidar, Bijapur and 

Hyderabad.  

• These sites emerged as important medieval fortifications and walled cities of the Deccan 

Sultanates with a vigorous new architectural style of the sultanate that emerged from 

encounters with the Deccan Hindu heartland of the period. 

• Individually, each of the components of the Deccan Sultanate cover important aspects of 

Sultanate history with Gulbarga evolving as the first capital of the Bahmani Kingdoms in 

mid-14th century CE including its impressive fortifications, Jami Masjid and royal tombs 

• Bidar emerged as the next Bahmani capital in the mid-15th Century CE. 

• Further evolution of the Deccani Sultanate style was done by the Adil Shahi dynasty in the 

monuments at Bijapur such as the Gol Gumbaz that stands as the 2nd largest dome in 

world history. The final diversification and manifestation of the style is seen in the Qutub 

Shahi monuments of Golconda fort, tombs and the Charminar at Hyderabad. The iconic 

Charminar is a ceremonial gateway built to celebrate the foundation of Hyderabad in 1591 

A.D. 

• Subtly blending influences from Iran, West Asia, southern India, and sometimes Europe, 

as well as southern and northern India, the arts produced under these Deccan sultanates 

are markedly different from those of the rest of India and especially from those created 

under the Mughal patronage. 
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• The monuments and citadels provide a unique testimony to the social, economic, cultural, 

political and technological landscape of the period as well as unique expressions of the 

religious and artistic flowering of the Islamic Sultanate in Southern India. 

• The monuments were also accompanied by the development of syncretic forms of art, 

architecture, language, literature, music, cuisine and costume. 

 

5. Visit of UN Delegation on Palestine to India 

Why in News? 

• Recently, a UN delegation on Palestine visited New Delhi to seek India’s political and 

diplomatic support for a peaceful resolution to the long-standing conflict between Israel 

and Palestine. 

About Two-State Solution: 

• The “two-state solution” is based on a UN resolution of 1947 which proposed two states 

- one would be a state where Zionist Jews constituted a majority, the other where the 

Palestinian Arabs would be a majority of the population. The idea was however rejected by 

the Arabs. 

• For decades, it has been held by the international community as the only realistic deal to 

end the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

• India has consistently voted in favour of those resolutions that promote the two-state 

solution with a Palestinian claim to East Jerusalem. 

 

http://www.iasgatewayy.com/
http://www.iasgatewayy.com/


www. Vetriiias.com / www.iasgatewayy.com 044-26265326/9884421666/9884472636 

      

 

                86 | P a g e  

 
 Daily Current Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests www.iasgatewayy.com 

   

 

What is India’s Stand on Israel-Palestine Issue? 

• In June 2019, India voted in favour of a decision introduced by Israel in the UN 

Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) that objected to granting consultative status 

to a Palestinian non-governmental organization. 

• In June 2018, India had voted in favour of Palestine on the UN General Assembly 

(UNGA) resolution to investigate an indiscriminate force usage by Israeli forces against 

Palestinian civilians. 

• As a part of Link West Policy, India has de-hyphenated its relationship with Israel and 

Palestine in 2018 to treat both the countries mutually independent and exclusive. 

• In December 2017, India had criticised the United States vote for recognising Jerusalem as 

the Israeli capital at the UNGA vote. 

• In 2014, India favoured UNHRC’s resolution to probe Israel’s human rights violations in 

Gaza. Despite supporting the probe, India abstained from voting against Israel in UNHRC 

in 2015. 

What are the Key Points of their Visit? 

• The delegation of the United Nations Committee on the Exercise of the 

Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People (CEIRPP) intends to engage India in 

the settling of the question of Palestine. 

✓ United Nations Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the 

Palestinian People (CEIRPP) was founded in 1975 by the United Nations General 

Assembly. 

✓ It aims to formulate a programme to enable the Palestinian people to exercise their 

right to self-determination, to national independence and sovereignty, and the right of 

Palestine refugees to return. 

• During the visit of the UN delegation on Palestine, India has reiterated its stand and 

supported the Two-State solution for the Israel-Palestine issue. 

• The visit aimed to enhance the political and diplomatic support of India for a peaceful 

solution to the Israel-Palestine conflict and engaging Indian counterparts on synergies in 

capacity building for staff and institutions of Palestine. 

• The delegation intends to involve countries like India as it shares good relations with both 

Israel and Palestine, and is also attached to multilateral principles, to play a bigger role in 

the resolution of the issue.  
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6. ICC probe on Afghanistan Alleged War Crimes 

Why in News? 

• International Criminal Court (ICC) Prosecutors have been given the green light to 

investigate alleged war crimes and crimes against humanity in Afghanistan – and beyond 

its borders – linked to Afghan, Taliban and US troops. 

What is the Issue? 

• The prosecutors alleged in a 2017 report said they have enough information to prove U.S. 

forces “committed acts of torture, cruel treatment, outrages upon personal dignity, rape 

and sexual violence against conflict-related detainees in Afghanistan and other locations, 

principally in the 2003-2004 period.” 

About Doha accord between US and Taliban: 

• The United States has signed a historic deal with Taliban insurgents that could pave the 

way for ending the 18-year-war in Afghanistan. 

• The deal was signed in Doha (Qatar) and thus termed as Doha Agreement. 

• India has welcomed the signing of the U.S.-Taliban peace deal by accepting an invitation to 

attend the meeting for the same in Doha. 

✓ The agreement set out a course of comprehensive ceasefire between the Afghan 

Government and Taliban for the next 14 months. 

✓ Timeline for the withdrawal of all foreign forces from Afghanistan will be carried out, 

provided the Taliban adhere to their security guarantees and ceasefire. 

✓ The prevention of the use of Afghanistan by any group or individual against the security 

of the United States and its allies. The facilitation of an intra-Afghan dialogue. 

✓ The participants of intra-Afghan negotiations will discuss the date and modalities of a 

permanent and comprehensive ceasefire, including agreement over the future political 

roadmap of Afghanistan. In turn, the Taliban has demanded the release of 5000 

fighters from Afghan-run jails. 

About ICC: 

• The International Criminal Court (ICC), located in The Hague, is the court of last resort for 

prosecution of genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity. 

• It is the first permanent, treaty based, international criminal court established to help end 

impunity for the perpetrators of the most serious crimes of concern to the international 

community. 
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• Its founding treaty, the Rome Statute, entered into force on July 1, 2002. 

• Although the Court’s expenses are funded primarily by States Parties, it also receives 

voluntary contributions from governments, international organisations, individuals, 

corporations and other entities. The Court’s management oversight and legislative body, 

the Assembly of States Parties, consists of one representative from each state party. 

• Each state party has one vote and “every effort” has to be made to reach decisions by 

consensus. If consensus cannot be reached, decisions are made by vote. The Assembly is 

presided over by a president and two vice-presidents, who are elected by the members to 

three-year terms. 

What are its Jurisdiction? 

• The ICC has the jurisdiction to 

prosecute individuals for the 

international crimes of 

genocide, crimes against 

humanity, and war crimes. 

• The ICC is intended to 

complement existing national 

judicial systems and it may 

therefore only exercise its 

jurisdiction when certain 

conditions are met, such as 

when national courts  

are unwilling or unable to prosecute criminals or when the United Nations Security 

Councillor individual states refer situations to the Court. 

What are the Criticisms of ICC? 

• It does not have the capacity to arrest suspects and depends on member states for their 

cooperation. 

• Critics of the Court argue that there are insufficient checks and balances on the authority 

of the ICC prosecutor and judges and insufficient protection against politicized 

prosecutions or other abuses. 

• The ICC has been accused of bias and as being a tool of Western imperialism, only 

punishing leaders from small, weak states while ignoring crimes committed by richer and 

more powerful states. 
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• ICC cannot mount successful cases without state cooperation is problematic for several 

reasons. It means that the ICC acts inconsistently in its selection of cases, is prevented 

from taking on hard cases and loses legitimacy.  

• It also gives the ICC less deterrent value, as potential perpetrators of war crimes know that 

they can avoid ICC judgment by taking over government and refusing to cooperate. 
 

7. Foreigners Tribunals 

Context: 

• Recently, Amnesty International has raised allegations over the functioning of the 

Foreigners Tribunals (FTs) in Assam. 

• It has asserted that the Supreme Court and Gauhati High Court had enabled the FTs to 

create a statelessness crisis in Assam, in a report titled ‘Designed to Exclude’. 

Amnesty International: 

• It is an international Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) founded in London on 1961 

• It seeks to publicize violations by governments and other entities of rights recognized in 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), especially freedom of speech and of 

conscience and the right against torture. 

• It also works with intergovernmental human rights bodies to expand and enforce human 

rights protections in international law. 

• In 1977 AI was awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace. 

About: 

• The organization has observed that the FTs that determined the paramount right to 

citizenship in Assam were often dismissive, used derogatory language, controlled their own 

procedures and applied them in arbitrary ways. 

• It has also called for a review of the existing legislative regime governing the determination 

of nationality in India. 

FTs – Assam: 

• It is a quasi-judicial bodies, to determine if a person staying illegally is a “foreigner” or not. 

• Every individual, whose name does not figure in the final National Register of Citizens 

(NRC), can represent his/her case in front of the appellate authority i.e. Foreigners 

Tribunals (FT). It is set up in Assam, specifically to handle the cases of 19.06 lakh people 

left out of the updated NRC. 
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• Under the provisions of Foreigners Act 1946 and Foreigners (Tribunals) Order 1964, only 

Foreigners Tribunals are empowered to declare a person as a foreigner. 

FTs- Member: 

• Its members are appointed under the Foreigners Tribunal Act, 1941, and Foreigners 

Tribunal Order, 1984, as per the guidelines issued by the government from time to time. 

• The Members can be:  

✓ a retired judicial officer of the Assam Judicial Service,  

✓ a retired civil servant not below the rank of secretary and additional secretary with 

judicial experience, or  

✓ a practising advocate not below the age of 35 years and with at least seven years of 

practice. 

✓ The member also required to have a fair knowledge of the official languages of Assam 

(Assamese, Bengali, Bodo and English) as well as be conversant with the historical 

background to the foreigners’ issue. 
 

6.1. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS SNIPPETS 

1. Indian Ocean Commission 

Why in News? 

• India has recently been approved as an observer state in the Western Indian Ocean (Indian 

Ocean Commission). 

About Indian Ocean Commission: 

• It is a five nation grouping in the Western Indian Ocean, which includes Madagascar, 

Comoros, Seychelles, Mauritius and French Reunion.   

• The decision to join the IOC marks a part of the government’s push for greater salience in 

the whole Indian Ocean Region (IOR), including what is called the Western or African 

Indian Ocean. 

•  The IOC is also significant for its geographical location, as the islands sit around a “key 

choke point” in the Indian Ocean — the Mozambique Channel.  

• This channel is being watched more closely as the U.S  Iran tensions threaten the Strait of 

Hormuz.  With the decision, India will join China, which was made an observer in 2016, 

• Given China’s growing presence in the region, India hopes to increase its naval presence 

and gain support for its maritime projects across the Indo Pacific, beginning at East 

African shores.   
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• It can also be seen as deepening strategic partnership with France as well as its expanding 

ties with the Vanilla Islands. 
 

2. Gender Social Norms Index 

Why in News? 

• Recently, the First Gender Social Norms Index was recently released by the UN 

Development Programme (UNDP). 

 About the Gender Social Norms Index: 

• It measures how social beliefs obstruct gender equality in areas like politics, work, and 

education, and contains data from 75 countries, covering over 80 percent of the world’s 

population. 

• It found new clues to the invisible barriers women face in achieving equality – potentially 

forging a path forward to breaking through the so-called “glass ceiling”. 

• Despite decades of progress, close to 90 percent of men and women hold some sort of bias 

against women. Almost half of those polled feel that men are superior political leaders. 

• More than 40 per cent believe they make better business executives and are more entitled 

to jobs when the economy is lagging and 28 per cent think it is justified for a man to beat 

his wife. 

• Despite tangible progress in closing gender inequalities in developmental areas, as well as 

in removing legal barriers to political and economic participation, there exist power gaps. 

• This is because while men and women vote at similar rates, only 24 percent of 

parliamentary seats worldwide are held by women and there are only 10 female heads of 

government out of 193 Member States. Furthermore, women are paid less than men 

working the same jobs and are much less likely to be in senior positions. 

Beijing+25 Regional Review Meeting: 

• The Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action of 1995 is the most ambitious road 

map for the empowerment of women and girls everywhere.  

• In 2020, it will be 25 years since the Beijing Platform for Action set strategic objectives and 

actions for the achievement of gender equality in 12 critical areas of concern. 

• It provided a forum for UNECE member States to review progress and identify challenges 

in the implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action.  

• It was held on October 2019 in the Palais des Nations, Geneva, and was jointly organized 

by UNECE and the UN Women Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia. 
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