
UPSC MAY - 2020 
DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 01 

www.iasgatewayy.com 
 

1. In the context of computing technology for 

data processing, consider the following 

statements: 

1. In Cloud computing, data is stored and 

processed in centralized data centers 

2. In Edge computing, data storage and 

processing are done at or near the source of 

the data. 

3. Cloud computing allows quicker data 

processing and content delivery than Edge 

computing. 

4. At present, the existing Internet of Things 

(IoT) systems performs all of their 

processing using Edge based computing. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 3 and 4 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Statement 1 is correct: Cloud computing is 

when remote servers hosted on the Internet 

store and process data, rather than local 

servers or personal computers. The data is 

sent, stored and processed at centralised 

data centres.  

 The basic difference between edge 

computing and cloud computing lies in 

where the data processing takes place. 

 Statement 2 is correct and statement 3 is not 

correct: The word edge in this context 

means literal geographic distribution. Edge 

computing is computing that’s done at or 

near the source of the data, instead of 

relying on the cloud at one of a dozen data 

centers to do all the work. It doesn’t mean 

the cloud will disappear. It means the cloud 

is coming to you. Edge computing enables 

data to be analysed, processed, and 

transferred at the edge of a network. The 

idea is to analyse data locally, closer to 

where it is stored, in real-time without 

latency, rather than send it far away to a 

centralised data centre. So whether you are 

streaming a video on Netflix or accessing a 

library of video games in the cloud, edge 

computing allows for quicker data 

processing and content delivery than cloud 

computing.  

 Statement 4 is not correct: At the moment, 

the existing Internet of Things (IoT) 

systems perform all of their computations 

in the cloud using data centres. Edge 

computing, on the other hand, essentially 

manages the massive amounts of data 

generated by IoT devices by storing and 

processing data locally. That data doesn’t 

need to be sent over a network as soon as it 

processed; only important data is sent — 

therefore, an edge computing network 

reduces the amount of data that travels over 

the network. 
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2. Consider the following statements regarding 

Farmer Producer Companies: 

1. They are registered under the provisions of 

the Companies Act, 2013. 

2. Only farmers or farmer organizations can 

become members of the Farmer Producer 

Companies. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 A Producer Organization is a legal entity 

formed by primary producers, viz. farmers, 

milk producers, fishermen, weavers, rural 

artisans, craftsmen. It can be a producer 

company, a cooperative society or any 

other legal form which provides for sharing 

of profits/benefits among the members. 

One form of Producer Organization is 

Farmer Producer Organization (FPO). 

 Statement 1 and 2 are correct: One type of 

FPO is Farmer Producer Company. It is a 

body corporate registered under the 

amended Companies Act, 2013. In a 

Farmer Producer Company, only farmers 

or farmer organizations become members. 

 The agricultural income is exempted under 

the Income Tax Act, 1961. This exemption 

is available to a person who carries out 

primary and secondary activities in 

agriculture. Since the Farmer Producer 

Companies are not engaged in either the 

primary or secondary agricultural 

activities, they are not exempted from 

income tax. However, they do enjoy some 

benefits which include – Exemption of 

profits for certain period and exemption of 

FPCs with an annual turnover up to ₹ 100 

crore from paying profits derived from 

farm-related activities. 

 

3. The Hong Kong International Convention for 

the Safe and Environmentally Sound 

Recycling of Ships, 2009 is aimed at ensuring 

that ships do not pose any unnecessary risks to 

human health, safety and environment when 

being recycled. Recently, India became the 

first major ship recycling nation to ratify this 

convention. The Convention was adopted 

under the aegis of: 

(a) World Shipping Council 

(b) International Transport Forum 

(c) United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change 

(d) International Maritime Organization 

Answer:  d) 

Explanation: 

 The Hong Kong International Convention 

for the Safe and Environmentally Sound 

Recycling of Ships, 2009 (the Hong Kong 

Convention), was adopted at a diplomatic 

conference held in Hong Kong in 2009 
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which was attended by delegates from 63 

countries. It is aimed at ensuring that ships, 

when being recycled after reaching the end 

of their operational lives, do not pose any 

unnecessary risks to human health, safety 

and to the environment. 

 It intends to address all the issues around 

ship recycling, including the fact that ships 

sold for scrapping may contain 

environmentally hazardous substances 

such as asbestos, heavy metals, 

hydrocarbons, ozone-depleting substances 

and others. It also addresses concerns 

raised about the working and 

environmental conditions at many of the 

world's ship recycling locations. 

 The Convention was adopted under the 

International Maritime Organization 

(IMO) in 2009. Hence, option (d) is the 

correct answer. 

 The Indian government recently acceded to 

the Hong Kong International Convention 

for Safe and Environmentally Sound 

Recycling of Ships. India has become the 

first major ship recycling nation to ratify a 

global rule that seeks to ensure that end-of-

life ships are dismantled in an 

environment-friendly and responsible 

manner, giving a big push to the treaty’s 

entry into force. 

 International Maritime Organization 

 It is the United Nations specialized agency 

with responsibility for the safety and 

security of shipping and the prevention of 

marine and atmospheric pollution by ships. 

 As a specialized agency of the United 

Nations, IMO is the global standard-setting 

authority for the safety, security and 

environmental performance of 

international shipping. Its main role is to 

create a regulatory framework for the 

shipping industry that is fair and effective, 

universally adopted and universally 

implemented. 

 

4. Consider the following statements: 

1. Mines and Minerals (Development and 

Regulation) Act, 1957 (MMDR Act) 

empowers the Central government to frame 

rules to prevent illegal mining of sand. 

2. After the flood, removal of sand deposited 

on the agricultural field will not be 

considered as mining operation only if it is 

done to reclaim the agricultural land. 

3. 85% to 90% of global demand for sand is 

met by extraction from rivers and 

seashores. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: b) 
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Explanation: 

 Sand and gravel are the second largest 

natural resources extracted and traded by 

volume after water but among the least 

regulated. While 85% to 90% of global 

sand demand is met from quarries, and sand 

and gravel pits, the 10% to 15% extracted 

from rivers and seashores is a severe 

concern due to the environmental and 

social impacts. Their extraction often 

results in the river and coastal erosion and 

threats to freshwater and marine fisheries 

and aquatic ecosystems, instability of river 

banks leading to increased flooding, and 

lowering of groundwater levels. Hence 

statement 3 is not correct. 

 Sand is a minor mineral, as defined under 

section 3(e) of the Mines and Minerals 

(Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 

(MMDR Act). Section 23C of the MMDR 

Act, 1957 empowers state governments to 

frame rules to prevent illegal mining, 

transportation and storage of minerals and 

for purposes connected therewith. Control 

of illegal mining is, therefore, under the 

legislative and administrative jurisdiction 

of state governments. Hence statement 1 is 

not correct. 

 Ministry of Environment, Forest and 

Climate Change has issued Sustainable 

Sand Mining Management Guidelines, 

2016, which, inter-alia, addresses the issues 

relating to the regulation of sand mining. 

The salient features of the Guidelines in 

this regard are as follows: 

 It provides for a detailed programme for 

ensuring that mining of river sand is done 

in a sustainable manner 

 Removal of sand accumulated on the 

agricultural field after cessation of flooding 

will not be considered as mining operation 

and its removal and selling can be allowed 

without the requirement of environment 

clearance till it is done only to the extent of 

reclaiming the agricultural land. Hence 

statement 2 is correct. 

 

5. When a Minority Educational Institution is 

being regulated or framed guidelines that is 

against their fundamental right, then which of 

the following right is violated? 

(a) Article 30 

(b) Article 27 

(c) Article 21 

(d) Article 32 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The Supreme Court recently held that the 

State is well within its rights to introduce a 

regulatory regime in the “national interest” 

to provide minority educational institutions 

with well-qualified teachers in order for 

them to “achieve excellence in education.” 

 The managements of minority institutions 

cannot ignore such a legal regime by saying 

that it is their fundamental right under 
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Article 30 of the Constitution to establish 

and administer their educational 

institutions according to their choice. 

 In a significant judgment, the Supreme 

Court has also ruled that the National 

Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET) for 

admission to graduate and postgraduate 

medical and dental courses, does not 

violate the rights of minorities under the 

Constitution. 

 

6. ‘Special 301 Report’ is released by the 

(a) USTR 

(b) WTO 

(c) World Bank 

(d) WEF 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The United States Trade Representative 

(USTR) has released its Annual Special 

301 Report. 

 It is prepared annually by the Office of the 

United States Trade Representative 

(USTR) that identifies trade barriers to 

United States companies and products due 

to the intellectual property laws, such as 

copyright, patents and trademarks, in other 

countries. 

 It is published pursuant to Section 301 of 

the Trade Act of 1974. 

 The Report includes a list of “Priority 

Foreign Countries”, that are judged to have 

inadequate intellectual property laws; these 

countries may be subject to sanctions. 

 In addition, the report contains a “Priority 

Watch List” and a “Watch List”, containing 

countries whose intellectual property 

regimes are deemed of concern. 

 

7. Which of the following is not a Wetland 

present in the state of Punjab under Ramsar 

Convention? 

(a) Harike 

(b) Keshopur-Miani  

(c) Beas Conservation Reserve 

(d) Nandur Madhameshwar 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The Ramsar convention entered into force 

in India on 1 February 1982. The 10 new 

Ramsar sites of India announced by the 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and 

Climate Change (MoEFCC) includes: 

 Nawabganj, Parvati Agra, Saman, 

Samaspur, Sandi and Sarsai Nawar (Uttar 

Pradesh) 

 Nandur Madhameshwar (Maharashtra) 

 Keshopur-Miani, Beas Conservation 

Reserve and Nangal (Punjab) 

 Harike is also a wetland of Punjab which 

was already a part of Ramsar Convention. 
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8. In context to Defence Exhibition Organisation, 

consider the following: 

1. It is an autonomous organisation of the 

Indian Government. 

2. It was established to promote export 

potential of the Indian defence industry. 

3. It is responsible for organising 

international exhibitions such as 

DEFEXPO and Indian participation at 

overseas exhibitions. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Defence Exhibition Organisation: 

 It is an autonomous organisation of the 

Indian Government established in 1981. 

 It was established to promote export 

potential of the Indian defence industry. 

 It is responsible for organising 

international exhibitions such as 

DEFEXPO and Indian participation at 

overseas exhibitions. 

 

9. Consider the following statements with 

reference to Aero India: 

1. It is a military and civil airshow. 

2. It has been organised annually since 1996. 

3. It is organised by Ministry of Defence. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

About Aero India: 

 It is a biennial international military and 

civil air show. 

 It is a premier event that draws 

international and Indian military and civil 

aircraft makers, their support industries, 

military brass and government dignitaries, 

and business visitors. 

 The Yelahanka air base has been hosting 

the air show in February since it was started 

in 1996. 

 In 2021, it will be organised by the Defence 

Exhibition Organisation, Ministry of 

Defence. In 2019 it was organised by 

Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL). 
 

10. With reference to International Financial 

Services Centres (IFSCs), consider the 

following: 

1. It can provide Indian corporates with easier 

access to global financial markets. 

2. It aids in promotion of financial markets in 

India. 

3. The first IFSC in India has been set up in 

Gandhinagar. 
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Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 An IFSC enables bringing back the 

financial services and transactions that are 

currently carried out in offshore financial 

centres by Indian corporate entities and 

overseas branches/subsidiaries of Financial 

Institutions (such as banks, insurance 

companies, etc.) to India. 

 IFSCs are intended to provide Indian 

corporates with easier access to global 

financial markets, and to complement and 

promote further development of financial 

markets in India.  

 The first IFSC in India has been set up at 

the Gujarat International Finance Tec-City 

(GIFT City) in Gandhinagar. 
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1. Recently the Bacillus Calmette-Guerin (BCG) 

vaccination was discovered as a “game-

changer” in the fight against novel 

coronavirus. It was primarily used to treat 

which of the following disease? 

(a) Chicken Pox 

(b) Polio 

(c) Tuberculosis 

(d) Malaria 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Bacillus Calmette–Guerin (BCG) vaccine 

is a vaccine primarily used against 

tuberculosis (TB). 
 

2. Which of the following is not a GI tag that 

belongs to Jammu & Kashmir? 

(a) Kashmir Saffron 

(b) Puthukkuli Shawl 

(c) Khatamband 

(d) Pashmina Shawl 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Bacillus Calmette–Guerin (BCG) vaccine 

is a vaccine primarily used against 

tuberculosis (TB). 

 

3. With respect to the Geographical Indication 

Tag (GI Tag), consider the following 

statements: 

1. Geographical Indication is a name or a sign 

given to certain products that relate to a 

specific geographical location or origins 

like a region, town or country. 

2. GI Tag ensures that none other than those 

registered as authorized users are allowed 

to use the popular product name.  

3. In order to function as a GI, a sign must 

identify a product as originating in a given 

place. 

Which of the statement(s) given below are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 A GI or Geographical Indication is a name 

or a sign given to certain products that 

relate to a specific geographical location or 

origins like a region, town or country. 

 Using Geographical Indications may be 

regarded as a certification that the 

particular product is produced as per 

traditional methods, has certain specific 

qualities, or has a particular reputation 

because of its geographical origin. 

 Geographical indications are typically used 

for wine and spirit drinks, foodstuffs, 

agricultural products, handicrafts, and 

industrial products. 

 GI Tag ensures that none other than those 

registered as authorized users are allowed 

to use the popular product name. In order 
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to function as a GI, a sign must identify a 

product as originating in a given place. 

 So, all the three statements are correct. 

 

4. With reference to International Energy 

Agency, consider the following: 

1. It is an autonomous organisation which 

works to ensure reliable, affordable and 

clean energy. 

2. India became an observer of the 

International Energy Agency in 2017. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

About International Energy Agency: 

 It is an autonomous organisation which 

works to ensure reliable, affordable and 

clean energy. 

 It is established in the wake of 1973 (set up 

in 1974) oil crisis after the OPEC cartel had 

shocked the world with a steep increase in 

oil prices. 

 It is headquartered in Paris, France. 

 It also releases an annual report namely 

World Energy Outlook. 

 India became an associate member of the 

International Energy Agency in 2017. 

 Mexico officially became the International 

Energy Agency’s 30th member country in 

February 2018, and its first member in 

Latin America 

  

5. Which of the following reports are released by 

International Energy Agency? 

1. Oil Market Report 

2. Global Energy Review 

3. World Energy Outlook 

Select the correct answer using the codes given 

below? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 All the above are reports released by IEA 

 

6. Which of the following do have Geographical 

Indication (GI) tag? 

1. Gorakhpur terracotta 

2. Manipur’s black rice 

3. Kovilpatti Kadalai Mittai 

4. Banarasi paan 

Select the correct answer using the codes given 

below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: a) 
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Explanation: 

 Except Banarasi paan all three have got GI 

tag status. 

About Kovilpatti Kadalai Mittai: 

 It is a candy made of groundnuts, jaggery 

and dyed coconut wisps. 

 It is manufactured in Kovilpatti region in 

Thoothukudi district of Tamil Nadu. 

 It is made from locally cultivated 

groundnuts (grown in black soil).  

 It is shelled and roasted before combining 

with syrup made of a traditional type of 

jaggery called vellam. 

 It is then topped with coconut wisps that are 

dyed pink, green and yellow. 

About Chak-Hao: 

 It is a scented glutinous (sticky) rice which 

has been in cultivation in Manipur over 

centuries, and is characterised by its special 

aroma. 

 It is black in colour and takes the longest 

cooking time of 40-45 minutes due to the 

presence of a fibrous bran layer and higher 

crude fibre content. 

 It is normally eaten during community 

feasts and is served as Chak-Hao kheer. 

 It has also been used by traditional medical 

practitioners as part of traditional medicine. 

About Gorakhpur Terracotta: 

 The terracotta work of Gorakhpur is a 

centuries-old traditional art form. The 

entire work is done with bare hands. 

 The clay used in the terracotta products is 

‘Kabis’ clay which is found in the ponds of 

Aurangabad, Bharwalia and Budhadih 

village areas.  

 This clay is found only in the months of 

May and June, as for the rest of the year, 

the ponds are filled with water. 

 The potters do not use any colour, they only 

dip the clay structure in a mixture of soda 

and mango tree barks, and bake it.  

 Their Major works of craftsmanship 

include the Hauda elephants, Mahawatdar 

horse, deer, camel, five-faced Ganesha, 

single-faced Ganesha, elephant table, 

Chandeliers, Hanging bells etc. 
 

7. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Special 301 Report is a biennial report 

published by the Office of the United States 

Trade Representative (USTR). 

2. India has been classified as “Priority 

Foreign Country” in the Special 301 

Report, 2020. 

3. China, Indonesia, Russia are on the Priority 

Watch List of Special 301 Report, 2020. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are 

Incorrect? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: b) 
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Explanation: 

Special 301 Report: 

 It is prepared annually by the Office of the 

United States Trade Representative 

(USTR) that identifies trade barriers to 

United States companies and products due 

to the intellectual property laws, such as 

copyright, patents and trademarks, in other 

countries. 

 The Special 301 Report is published 

pursuant to Section 301 of the Trade Act of 

1974. 

 By statute, the annual Special 301 Report 

includes a list of “Priority Foreign 

Countries”, 

 that are judged to have inadequate 

intellectual property laws; these countries 

may be subject to sanctions. 

 In addition, the report contains a “Priority 

Watch List” and a “Watch List”, containing 

 countries whose intellectual property 

regimes are deemed of concern. 

 India continues to be on the ‘Priority Watch 

List’ of the USTR for lack of adequate 

intellectual property (IP) rights protection 

and enforcement. 

 Algeria, Argentina, Chile, China, 

Indonesia, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Ukraine 

and Venezuela are also on the Priority 

Watch List. 

 

 

 

8. Consider the following statements: 

1. Biological Oxygen Demand is the amount 

of dissolved oxygen needed by bacteria in 

decomposing the organic wastes present in 

water. 

2. A high value of dissolved oxygen (DO), 

BOD (Biological Oxygen Demand) and 

COD (Chemical Oxygen Demand) are all 

indicators of good river health. 

3. A low value of Biological Oxygen Demand 

indicates low Dissolved Oxygen content of 

water. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Biological Oxygen Demand is the amount 

of dissolved oxygen needed by bacteria in 

decomposing the organic wastes present in 

water. 

 A high value of dissolved oxygen (DO) is 

an indicator of good river health. BOD 

 (Biological Oxygen Demand) and COD 

(Chemical Oxygen Demand) are both 

indicators of 

 the amount of oxygen necessary to break 

down organic and inorganic pollution. 

 The lower these numbers are, the better is 

the river health. A higher value of 
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Biological Oxygen Demand indicates low 

Dissolved Oxygen content of water. 

 

9. Consider the following statements with respect 

to SVAMITVA scheme: 

1. The scheme aims to provide an integrated 

property validation solution for rural India 

only. 

2. The scheme will be implemented with the 

collaborated efforts of the Ministry of 

Panchayati Raj, State Panchayati Raj 

Departments, State Revenue Departments 

and Survey of India. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 SVAMITVA scheme, a collaborative effort 

of the Ministry of Panchayati Raj, State 

 Panchayati Raj Departments, State 

Revenue Departments and Survey of India, 

aims to provide an integrated property 

validation solution for rural India, engaging 

the latest Drone Surveying technology, for 

demarcating the inhabited land in rural 

areas. 

 The program is currently being 

implemented in six states – Haryana, 

Karnataka, Madhya 

 Pradesh, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh and 

Uttarakhand. 

 Under this, mapping of rural housing land 

can be done using the latest survey methods 

and drones. 

 This scheme will help in streamlining 

planning and revenue collection in rural 

areas and ensuring clarity on property 

rights. 

 

10. Once considered the “cradle of civilization,” 

the area spanning across the Middle East 

countries of Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, 

Palestine, Israel, Egypt, and parts of Turkey 

and Iran was famously known as the Fertile 

Crescent. The abundance of river water led to 

soil fertility and advancement in agriculture. 

Now the depletion of those resources has led to 

strife in the Middle East. The region described 

above is drained by which of the following 

Rivers? 

1. Nile 

2. Tigris 

3. Limpopo 

4. Euphrates 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below. 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 
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Fertile Crescent: 

 Named for its rich soils, the Fertile 

Crescent, often called the “cradle of 

civilization,” is found in the Middle East. 

Because of this region’s relatively 

abundant access to water, the earliest 

civilizations were established in the Fertile 

Crescent, including the Sumerians. 

 Its area covers what are now southern Iraq, 

Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Palestine, Israel, 

Egypt, and parts of Turkey and Iran. 

 Two rivers, the Tigris and the Euphrates, 

regularly flooded the region, and the Nile 

River also runs through part of it. Irrigation 

and agriculture developed here because of 

the fertile soil found near these rivers. 

 Fertile Crescent has been home to a variety 

of cultures, rich agriculture, and trade over 

thousands of years. 

 The Limpopo River flows north from the 

confluence of the Marico and Crocodile 

Rivers, where it creates the border between 

South Africa and Botswana, then the border 

between South Africa and Zimbabwe, 

before crossing into Mozambique, where it 

runs across a broad floodplain and into the 

Indian Ocean. It crosses tropic of capricorn 

twice. Hence only option 3 is not correct. 
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1. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly 

matched? 

     River                             State 

1. Sissar                -         Arunachal Pradesh 

2. Cooum              -         Tamil Nadu 

3. Moola Vaigai    -         Odisha 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below. 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Pair 1 is correctly matched: River Sissar is 

located in Arunachal Pradesh. The Sisar, 

Mathun, Tangon, Dri, Ithun and Emra are 

the major tributaries of the Dibang. The 

Sissar river is frequently seen in news in the 

context of the trans-Arunachal highway 

being constructed.  

 Pair 2 is correctly matched: River Cooum 

is one of the oldest river that majorly flows 

through Chennai, Tamil Nadu. Recently, in 

a bid to restore Chennai’s waterways, the 

Tamil Nadu government has issued orders 

to mitigate and plug sewage flow into the 

Adyar, Buckingham Canal and Cooum 

river at a project cost of ₹2,371 crore. 

 Pair 3 is not correctly matched: The Moola 

Vaigai is a river in the Tamil Nadu state of 

southern India; it passes through the towns 

of Theni, Andipatti and Madurai. It 

originates in Varusanadu Hills, the Periyar 

Plateau of the Western Ghats range, and 

flows northeast through the Kambam 

Valley, which lies between the Palni Hills 

to the north and the Varushanad Hills to the 

south. Recently, flooding was reported in 

the river, nearly after a decade. 

 

2. With reference to plastic waste and recycling, 

consider the following statements: 

1. First-time use plastic or virgin plastic can 

be recycled ten to twelves times before it 

becomes unusable. 

2. Recycled plastic is considered less harmful 

to the environment than virgin plastic 

materials. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Mostly, plastic waste is recyclable but 

recycled products are more harmful to the 

environment as this contains additives and 

colours. The recycling of virgin plastic 

material can be done 2-3 times only 

because, after every recycling, the plastic 

material deteriorates due to thermal 

pressure and its life span is reduced. Hence 
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recycling is not a safe and permanent 

solution for plastic waste disposal.  

 Hence statements 1 and 2 are not correct. 

 

3. INSTEX, recently seen in the news, is a trade 

facilitating mechanism between 

(a) India and Singapore 

(b) Iran and the European Union 

(c) India and Africa 

(d) The US and Latin American nations 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Germany, France and Britain have 

launched an EU-backed system to facilitate 

trade with Iran to help European businesses 

circumvent unilateral US sanctions on Iran. 

The special purpose vehicle INSTEX aims 

to facilitate trade between the EU and Iran. 

The Instrument In Support Of Trade 

Exchanges) was registered after months of 

negotiations and technical talks in the wake 

of the Trump administration's unilateral 

exit last year from the 2015 Iran nuclear 

deal. 

 INSTEX works as a barter arrangement 

operating outside of the US-dominated 

global financial system. Trade is initially 

expected to focus on non-sanctionable 

essential goods such as humanitarian, 

medical and farm products. It is not 

expected to address oil-related 

transactions. However, USA has opposed 

the move and has vowed to continue its 

"maximum pressure" campaign on Iran 

over its ballistic missile program and 

growing influence in the Middle East. 

 

4. Which of the following reports is/are released 

by the United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP)? 

1. Emissions Gap Report 

2. Living Planet Report 

3. Brown to Green Report 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below. 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Emissions Gap Report is released annually 

by the United Nations Environment 

Programme, which makes an assessment of 

the emissions data collected from across 

the globe. This year emissions data predicts 

that the global temperature may rise by 3.2 

degrees Celsius. Hence option 1 is correct. 

 Living Planet Report, WWF’s flagship 

publication released every two years, is a 

comprehensive study of trends in global 

biodiversity and the health of the planet. 

The Living Planet Report 2018 is the 

twelfth edition of the report and provides 

the scientific evidence to what nature has 

been telling us repeatedly: unsustainable 
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human activity is pushing the planet’s 

natural systems that support life on Earth to 

the edge. Hence option 2 is not correct. 

 The Brown to Green Report is the world’s 

most comprehensive annual review of G20 

climate action: it provides concise and 

comparable information on mitigation, 

finance and vulnerability. The report is 

published annually by "Climate 

Transparency“, a global partnership of 14 

climate research organisations and NGOs 

from the majority of G20 countries, many 

from emerging economies. German watch 

is one of the main authors. Hence option 3 

is not correct. 

 

5. Consider the following statements: 

1. Ration shops can be privately owned or 

owned by cooperative societies or by the 

government. 

2. Ownership licenses to the Ration shops are 

issued by the concerned state government. 

3. The responsibility of identifying eligible 

families and issuing ration cards to them 

rests with the local self-governments. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

 

Explanation: 

 A ration card is issued to the head of the 

family, depending on the number of 

members in a family and the financial 

status of the applicant. 

 It is used by households to get essential 

food grains at subsidised prices from 

designated ration shops (also called fair 

price shops) under the Targeted Public 

Distribution System (TPDS). 

 Over the years, different types of ration 

cards were issued depending on the level of 

deprivation. Later, in 2013, when the 

National Food Security Bill was passed, 

different ration cards were compressed to 

just two — priority and Antyodaya (for the 

poorest). The responsibility of identifying 

eligible families and issuing ration cards to 

them rests with the state/UT government. 

So, statement 3 is correct. 

 Ration shops can be privately owned or 

owned by cooperative societies or by the 

government. Ownership licenses are issued 

by the concerned state government. So, 

statement 1 and 2 are correct. 

 Presently, commodities including wheat, 

sugar, rice and kerosene are being allocated 

as part of the (TPDS). State governments 

have the discretion to provide additional 

commodities. 

 



UPSC MAY - 2020 
DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 04 

www.iasgatewayy.com 
 

6. Consider the following statements with respect 

to ‘One Nation One Ration Card Scheme’ 

(ONORC): 

1. With the ONORC scheme being 

implemented, the beneficiary can buy food 

grains from ration shops located in any of 

the states. 

2. For national portability, the state 

governments have been asked to issue the 

ration card in bi-lingual format, wherein 

besides Hindi the other language could be 

English. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Since Ration Cards are issued by State 

Governments, this implied that 

beneficiaries could procure food grains 

only from the designated ration shops 

within the concerned state. 

 If a beneficiary were to shift to another 

state, he/she would need to apply for a new 

ration card in the second state. There were 

other complications. 

 For instance, after marriage, a woman 

needed to get her name removed from the 

ration card issued to her parents, and get it 

added to the ration card issued to her 

husband’s family. 

 The ONORC scheme attempts to address 

this gap in TPDS delivery. Essentially, the 

scheme has been launched keeping in mind 

the internal migration of our country, since 

people keep moving to different states in 

search of better job opportunities and 

higher standards of living. 

 As per Census 2011, 4.1 crore people were 

inter-state migrants and 1.4 crore people 

migrated (inter and intra-state) for 

employment. 

 With the ONORC scheme being 

implemented, the beneficiary can buy food 

grains from ration shops located in any of 

the states. So, statement 1 is correct. 

 For national portability, the state 

governments have been asked to issue the 

ration card in bi-lingual format, wherein 

besides the local language, the other 

language could be Hindi or English. So, 

statement 2 is not correct. 

 Currently, about 60 crore beneficiaries 

from 17 states and UTs can benefit from the 

ration card portability and they can 

purchase the subsidised food grains using 

the existing ration cards. The government 

hopes to implement the scheme across 

India by June 1, 2020. 
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7. With respect to the cryptocurrencies, which of 

the statement(s) given below is/are correct? 

1. Cryptocurrencies use decentralized 

technology to let users make secure 

payments and store money without the 

need to use their name or go through a 

bank. 

2. The most common cryptocurrencies are 

Bitcoin, Libra, Ethereum, Blockchain, etc. 

3. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had 

banned cryptocurrencies in 2018. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 A cryptocurrency is a digital or virtual 

currency that uses cryptography for 

security.  

 Cryptocurrencies use decentralized 

technology to let users make secure 

payments and store money without the 

need to use their name or go through a 

bank. So, statement 1 is correct. 

 They run on a distributed public ledger 

called blockchain, which is a record of all 

transactions updated and held by currency 

holders. 

 The most common cryptocurrencies are 

Bitcoin, Libra, Ethereum, Ripple, and 

Litecoin. Blockchain is a technology and 

not a cryptocurrency like others. So, 

statement 2 is not correct. 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had 

banned cryptocurrencies in 2018. 

 RBI had considered cryptocurrencies as a 

poor unit of account and also demonstrated 

by their frequent and high fluctuation in 

value. 

 RBI also stated that it poses several risks, 

including anti-money laundering and 

terrorism financing concerns (AML/CFT) 

for the state and liquidity, credit, and 

operational risks for users. 

 It had also said that it would seriously 

consider developing a sovereign digital 

currency when the time is appropriate. 

 Subsequently, the Supreme Court has 

struck down a circular of the RBI, which 

bans financial institutions from enabling 

deals in digital or cryptocurrencies. So, 

statement 3 is not correct. 

 The ban was challenged by the Internet & 

Mobile Association of India (IAMA) 

sighting that dealing and trading in 

cryptocurrency was a legitimate business 

activity and that the RBI did not have 

jurisdiction over it as these assets could be 

classified as commodities rather than 

currency.  
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8. In Context to Open Budget Survey 2019, 

consider the following? 

1. It is released by International Budget 

Partnership (IBP). 

2. It is a biennial survey, which covers 117 

countries. 

3. It rates the level of budget transparency 

across countries on a scale of 0-100 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Open Budget Survey: 

 It is part of the International Budget 

Partnership's Open Budget Initiative, a 

global research and advocacy program to 

promote public access to budget 

information and the adoption of 

accountable budget systems. 

 It is a biennial survey, which covers 117 

countries. 

 It rates the level of budget transparency 

across countries on a scale of 0-100, based 

on several normative, internationally 

comparable indicators 

 It evaluates each country on the basis of the 

availability of key budget documents of the 

Central or Federal Government, and 

assesses whether these are made public, in 

a timely manner, and provide 

comprehensive information. 

About International Budget Partnership 

(IBP): 

 It is a collaborative effort of multiple actors 

– including civil society, state actors, 

international institutions and the private 

sector. 

 It was formed in 1997 to promote 

transparent and inclusive government 

budget processes as a means to improve 

governance and service delivery in the 

developing world. 

 It intends to bring citizens participation in 

open, inclusive budgeting processes to 

shape policies and practices that promote 

equity and justice on a sustainable basis. 

 It focusses on citizens and civil society 

organizations (CSOs) was driven by the 

pioneering civil society budget monitoring 

efforts in a small number of middle-income 

countries in the early 1990s. 

 Its ultimate aim is to ensure that public 

resources are used more effectively to fight 

poverty and promote equitable and 

sustainable development in countries 

around the world. 
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9. Which of the following are the India's Forex 

Reserves? 

1. Foreign Currency Assets 

2. Gold reserves 

3. Special Drawing Rights 

4. Reserve position with the International 

Monetary Fund (IMF) 

Select the correct answer using the codes given 

below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Foreign Exchange Reserves: 

 It is an asset, which is held on reserve by a 

central bank in foreign currencies, which 

can include bonds, treasury bills and other 

government securities. 

 It needs to be noted that most foreign 

exchange reserves are held in U.S. dollars. 

These assets serve many purposes but are 

most significantly held to ensure that the 

central bank has backup funds if the 

national currency rapidly devalues or 

becomes altogether insolvent. 

 India’s Forex Reserve includes Foreign 

Currency Assets, Gold reserves, Special 

Drawing Rights and Reserve position with 

the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

 

 

10. Consider the following, with regard to Foreign 

Currency Assets (FCA): 

1. These are assets that are valued based on a 

currency other than the country's own 

currency. 

2. It is the largest component of the forex 

reserve, which is expressed in dollar terms. 

3. It is basically an emergency account that 

IMF members can access at any time 

without agreeing to conditions or paying a 

service fee. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

About Reserve Position in the International 

Monetary Fund: 

 A reserve tranche position implies a portion 

of the required quota of currency each 

member country must provide to the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) that 

can be utilized for its own purposes. 

 It is basically an emergency account that 

IMF members can access at any time 

without agreeing to conditions or paying a 

service fee. 
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About Foreign Currency Assets (FCA): 

 These are assets that are valued based on a 

currency other than the country's own 

currency. 

 It is the largest component of the forex 

reserve, which is expressed in dollar terms. 

 It includes the effect of appreciation or 

depreciation of non-US units like the euro, 

pound and yen held in the foreign exchange 

reserves. 

About Special drawing rights (SDR): 

 It is an international reserve asset, created 

by the IMF in 1969 to supplement its 

member countries’ official reserves. 

 It is neither a currency nor a claim on the 

IMF. Rather, it is a potential claim on the 

freely usable currencies of IMF members. 

SDRs can be exchanged for these 

currencies. 

 Its value is calculated from a weighted 

basket of major currencies, including the 

U.S. dollar, the euro, Japanese yen, Chinese 

yuan, and British pound. The interest rate 

on SDRs or (SDRi) is the interest paid to 

members on their SDR holdings. 
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1. Consider the following statements regarding 

Purchasing Managers’ Index: 

1. It is compiled and released by IHS Markit. 

2. It measures the performance of Primary 

and Secondary sectors of an economy. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 PMI is compiled by IHS Markit for more 

than 40 economies worldwide. IHS Markit 

is a global leader in information, analytics 

and solutions for the major industries and 

markets that drive economies worldwide. 

So, statement 1 is correct. 

 Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) is an 

indicator of business activity - both in the 

manufacturing and services sectors. It is 

calculated separately for the manufacturing 

and services sectors and then a composite 

index is also constructed. So, statement 2 is 

incorrect. 

 

2. Fujiwhara effect, sometimes seen in news, 

refers to: 

(a) Air pollution and haze created by volcanic 

eruptions. 

(b) Creation of garbage patches in oceans due 

to gyres. 

(c) Interaction and merging of two nearby 

cyclones. 

(d) Contamination of underground water due 

to leaching from garbage dumps. 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The Fujiwhara Effect (also named as the 

Fujiwhara interaction or the binary 

interaction) is an interesting natural 

phenomenon that takes place when two 

nearby hurricanes or cyclonic vortices 

interact with each other. The Fujiwhara 

Effect was first described by a Japanese 

meteorologist, Dr. Sakuhei Fujiwhara in 

1921. The phenomenon was thus named 

after him. 

 The interaction can also throw a cyclone off 

course. That's what happened in July 2017 

with Hurricanes Hilary and Irwin. 

Hurricane Hilary changes Irwin's course 

from west to north. 

 Hence statement (c) is the correct answer. 
 

3. Which among the following can contribute to 

the Anti-greenhouse Effect? 

1. Volcanic ash 

2. Stratospheric sulfur aerosols 

3. Hydrofluorocarbons (HFC) 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 
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(d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The anti-greenhouse effect is a mechanism 

with the consequence of cooling the surface 

temperature of a planet.  

 The gases and dust particles that are thrown 

into the atmosphere during volcanic 

eruptions have influences on climate. Most 

of the particles spewed from volcanoes 

cool the planet by shading incoming solar 

radiation. 

 Stratospheric sulfur aerosols are sulfur-rich 

particles which exist in the stratosphere 

region of the Earth's atmosphere. The layer 

of the atmosphere in which they exist is 

known as the Junge layer or stratospheric 

aerosol layer. These particles consist of a 

mixture of sulfuric acid and water. They are 

created naturally, such as by photochemical 

decomposition of sulfur-containing gases. 

When present in high levels they produce a 

cooling effect, by reflecting sunlight, and 

by modifying clouds as they fall out of the 

stratosphere. This cooling may persist for a 

few years before the particles fall out. 

 HFCs or hydrofluorocarbons are super 

greenhouse gases, manufactured for use in 

refrigeration, air conditioning, foam 

blowing, aerosols, fire protection and 

solvents. HFCs unlike most other 

greenhouse gases are not waste products 

but are intentionally produced. HFCs were 

developed as alternatives to ozone-

depleting substances that are being phased-

out under the Montreal Protocol. 

Unfortunately, HFCs have a global 

warming potential 1000 to 3000 times that 

of carbon dioxide.  

 

4. With reference to human rights courts, 

consider the following statements: 

1. They are set up at the district level to ensure 

speedy disposal of cases relating to 

offences arising out of violation of human 

rights. 

2. State Government is empowered to 

designate a Sessions court as human rights 

court. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, the Supreme Court has sought a 

response from the Central government, the 

States and the Union Territories on the 

prolonged delay in establishing human 

rights courts in each district and appointing 

special prosecutors in them. 

 One of the objects of the Protection of 

Human Rights Act, 1993 as stated in the 

preamble of the Act, is the establishment of 
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human rights courts at district level. Thus, 

the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993 

provides for establishment Human Rights 

Courts for the purpose of providing speedy 

trial of offences arising out of violation of 

human rights. 

 It provides that the state Government may, 

with the concurrence of the Chief Justice of 

the High Court, by notification, specify for 

each district a Court of Sessions to be a 

Human Rights Court to try the said 

offences. 

 The Act (Section 31) also provides the 

State government to specify and appoint a 

special public prosecutor in that court. 

However, there has been no 

implementation of the same. 

 Hence both the statements are correct. 

 

5. PM of India attended the first virtual summit of 

Non-aligned Movement. With respect to Non-

aligned Movement, consider the following 

statements: 

1. The Non-Aligned Movement was formed 

during the World War II as an organization 

of States that did not seek to formally align 

themselves with either the Allied or Axis 

Powers. 

2. The first NAM Summit Conference took 

place in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, in 

September 1961. 

3. India is one of the founding members of the 

Non-aligned Movement. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The Non-Aligned Movement was formed 

during the Cold War as an organization of 

States that did not seek to formally align 

themselves with either the United States or 

the Soviet Union, but sought to remain 

independent or neutral. So, statement 1 is 

not correct. 

 The basic concept for the group originated 

in 1955 during discussions that took place 

at the Asia-Africa Bandung Conference 

held in Indonesia. 

 The first NAM Summit Conference took 

place in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, in 

September 1961. So, statement 2 is correct. 

 It has 120 members as on April 2018 

comprising 53 countries from Africa, 39 

from Asia, 26 from Latin America and the 

Caribbean and 2 from Europe (Belarus, 

Azerbaijan). There are 17 countries and 10 

international organizations that are 

Observers at NAM. 

 The Non-Aligned Movement was founded 

and held its first conference (the Belgrade 

Conference) in 1961 under the leadership 

of Josip Broz Tito of Yugoslavia, Gamal 
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Abdel Nasser of Egypt, Jawaharlal Nehru 

of India, Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana, and 

Sukarno of Indonesia. So, statement 3 is 

correct. 

 The purpose of the organization was 

enumerated in Havana Declaration of 1979 

to ensure "the national independence, 

sovereignty, territorial integrity and 

security of non-aligned countries" in their 

struggle against imperialism, colonialism, 

neo-colonialism, racism, and all forms of 

foreign subjugation. During the cold war 

era the NAM played a vital role in 

stabilizing the world order and preserving 

peace and security. Non alignment of NAM 

doesn't mean the neutrality of state on 

global issues; it was always a peaceful 

intervention in world politics. 

 
 

6. Which of the following is/are qualifications to 

become the judge of the High Court? 

1. He should have held a judicial office in the 

territory of India for ten years. 

2. He should have been an advocate of high 

court(s) for ten years. 

3. He should be a distinguished jurist. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 A person to be appointed as a judge of a 

high court should be a citizen of India. 

Further, 

 He should have held a judicial office in the 

territory of India for ten years or 

 He should have been an advocate of high 

court(s) for ten years. 

 There is no minimum age fixed for high 

Court judges, and unlike in Supreme Court, 

there is no provision for appointment of a 

distinguished jurist as a judge of a high 

court. 

 So, only statement 3 is not correct. 

 

7. World Press Freedom Index is released by 

(a) Reporters Sans Frontieres 

(b) WEF 

(c) World Bank 

(d) UNHRC 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Reporters Sans Frontieres (RSF), or 

Reporters without Borders, is a Paris-based 

non-profit organisation that works to 

document and combat attacks on 

journalists around the world. 

 Its key publications are: 

 World Press Freedom Index 

 Predators of Press Freedom 

 Press Freedom Barometer 
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8. With reference to Foreign Portfolio 

Investment, consider the following: 

1. It consists of securities and other financial 

assets passively held by foreign investors. 

2. It does not provide the investor with direct 

ownership of financial assets and is 

relatively liquid depending on the volatility 

of the market. 

3. It is more liquid and less risky than Foreign 

Direct Investment (FDI). 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Foreign Portfolio Investment: 

 It consists of securities and other financial 

assets passively held by foreign investors. 

 It does not provide the investor with direct 

ownership of financial assets and is 

relatively liquid depending on the volatility 

of the market. 

 It is part of a country’s capital account and 

is shown on its Balance of Payments 

(BOP). 

 The BOP measures the amount of money 

flowing from one country to other countries 

over one monetary year. 

 Its investor does not actively manage the 

investments through FPIs, he does not have 

control over the securities or the business. 

The investor’s goal is to create a quick 

return on his money. 

 It is more liquid and less risky than Foreign 

Direct Investment (FDI). 
 

 

9. In context to Foreign Direct investment, 

consider the following: 

1. It is an investment made by a firm or 

individual in one country into business 

interests located in another country.  

2. It does not allow an investor to purchase a 

direct business interest in a foreign country. 

3. It is often referred to as “hot money” 

because of its tendency to flee at the first 

signs of trouble in an economy. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 It is an investment made by a firm or 

individual in one country into business 

interests located in another country.  

 It lets an investor purchase a direct business 

interest in a foreign country. 

 It is often referred to as “hot money” 

because of its tendency to flee at the first 

signs of trouble in an economy. 
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 Bout FPI and FDI are important sources of 

funding for most economies. Foreign 

capital can be used to develop 

infrastructure, set up manufacturing 

facilities and service hubs, and invest in 

other productive assets such as machinery 

and equipment, which contributes to 

economic growth and stimulates 

employment. 

 

10. Consider the following, with regard to African 

Swine Fever: 

1. It is a highly contagious and fatal animal 

disease caused in domestic and wild pigs. 

2. It spreads from Animal to Human after 

consuming the animal meat. 

3. Its mortality rate is close to 100% and since 

the fever has no cure. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

About African Swine Fever: 

 It is a highly contagious and fatal animal 

disease that infects and leads to an acute 

form of Hemorrhagic fever in domestic and 

wild pigs. 

 It was first detected in Africa in the 1920s. 

 Its mortality is close to 100% and since the 

fever has no cure, the only way to stop its 

spread is by culling the animals. 

 It is not a threat to human beings since it 

only spreads from animals to other animals. 

 It is a disease listed in the World 

Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) 

Terrestrial Animal Health Code and thus, 

reported to the OIE. 

 About OIE- World Organisation for 

Animal Health: 

 It is an intergovernmental organisation 

responsible for improving animal health 

worldwide. 

 In 2018, it had a total of 182 Member 

Countries. India is one of the member 

countries. Its standards are recognised by 

the World Trade Organization as reference 

international sanitary rules. It is 

headquartered in Paris, France. 
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1. Which among the following are the state’s own 

tax revenues? 

1. Taxes on agricultural income 

2. Taxes on Land Revenue 

3. Taxes and duties and electricity 

4. Entertainment Tax 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Taxes on Income (agricultural income tax 

and taxes on professions, trades, callings 

and employment) 

 Taxes on Property and Capital 

Transactions (land revenue, stamps and 

registration fees, urban immovable 

property tax) 

 Taxes on Commodities and Services (sales 

tax, state sales tax/VAT, central sales tax, 

surcharge on sales tax, receipts of turnover 

tax, other receipts, state excise, taxes on 

vehicles, taxes on goods and passengers, 

taxes and duties on electricity, 

entertainment tax, state GST, and “other 

taxes and duties”). 

 

 

 

 

2. With respect to the Capital Adequacy Ratio 

(CAR), consider the following statements: 

1. CAR is a measure of the amount of a bank’s 

core capital expressed as a percentage of its 

risk-weighted asset. 

2. It is decided by the Cabinet Committee on 

Economic Affairs to prevent commercial 

banks from taking excess leverage and 

becoming insolvent in the process. 

3. Indian scheduled commercial banks are 

required to maintain a CAR of 8% as per 

the Basel I norms. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The CRAR, also known as the Capital 

Adequacy Ratio (CAR), is the ratio of a 

bank’s capital to its risk. It is a measure of 

the amount of a bank’s core capital 

expressed as a percentage of its risk-

weighted asset. So, statement 1 is correct. 

 It is decided by central banks and bank 

regulators to prevent commercial banks 

from taking excess leverage and becoming 

insolvent in the process. So, statement 2 is 

not correct. 

 The Basel III norms stipulated a capital to 

risk weighted assets of 8%. 
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 However, as per RBI norms, Indian 

scheduled commercial banks are required 

to maintain a CRAR of 9%. So, statement 

3 is not correct. 

 

3. In the context to the Depositor’s insurance, 

which of the statements given below are 

correct? 

1. The government has set up Deposit 

Insurance and Credit Guarantee 

Corporation (DICGC) under RBI to protect 

depositors if a bank fails. 

2. The DICGC does not deal directly with 

depositors rather the RBI appoints an 

official liquidator to oversee the winding 

up process. 

3. Under the DICGC act, the liquidator is 

supposed to pay these dues within two 

months of receiving this list. 

Select the correct answer suing the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Deposit insurance is providing insurance 

protection to the depositor’s money by 

receiving a premium. 

 The government has set up Deposit 

Insurance and Credit Guarantee 

Corporation (DICGC) under RBI to protect 

depositors if a bank fails. So, statement 1 is 

correct. 

 DICGC charges 10 paise per ₹100 of 

deposits held by a bank. The premium paid 

by the insured banks to the Corporation is 

paid by the banks and is not to be passed on 

to depositors. 

 DICGC last revised the deposit insurance 

cover to ₹5 lakh in Feb, 2020, raising it 

from ₹ 1 lakh since 1993. 

 The DICGC does not deal directly with 

depositors. 

 The RBI (or the Registrar), on directing 

that a bank be liquidated, appoints an 

official liquidator to oversee the winding 

up process. So, statement 2 is correct. 

 Under the DICGC Act, the liquidator is 

supposed to hand over a list of all the 

insured depositors (with their dues) to the 

DICGC within three months of taking 

charge. 

 The DICGC is supposed to pay these dues 

within two months of receiving this list. So, 

statement 3 is not correct. 

 

4. Consider the following, with regard to UV 

Blaster: 

1. It is designed and developed by Laser 

Science & Technology Centre (LASTEC) 

2. It is a UV based area sanitiser useful for 

high tech surfaces like electronic 

equipment and other gadgets in 

laboratories. 
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Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

About UV Blaster: 

 It is designed and developed by Laser 

Science & Technology Centre (LASTEC) 

with the help of M/s New Age Instruments 

and Materials Private Limited, Gurugram. 

LASTEC is the Delhi based premier 

laboratory of DRDO. 

 It is a UV based area sanitiser useful for 

high tech surfaces like electronic 

equipment, computers and other gadgets in 

laboratories and offices that are not suitable 

for disinfection with chemical methods. 

 It is also effective for areas with large flow 

of people such as airports, shopping malls, 

metros, hotels, factories, offices, etc. 

 It can be used by remote operation through 

laptop/mobile phone using wifi link. The 

sanitiser switches off on accidental opening 

of room or human intervention. It is also 

being considered as the key to arm 

operation. 

 

 

 

 

5. In context to Year of Awareness on Science 

and Health (YASH), consider the following: 

1. It is a comprehensive and effective science 

and health communication effort for 

promoting grass-root level appreciation 

and response on health. 

2. It is aimed at minimizing risks at all levels 

with the help of public communication and 

outreach activities. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

About YASH: 

 It is a comprehensive and effective science 

and health communication effort for 

promoting grass-root level appreciation 

and response on health. 

 It is aimed at minimizing risks at all levels 

with the help of public communication and 

outreach activities. 

 By promoting public understanding of 

common minimum science for community 

care and health safety measures like 

personal sanitation and hygiene, physical 

distancing, maintaining desired collective 

behaviour and so on. 

 Its aim is to reduce the fear of risks and 

build confidence with necessary 
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understanding for adopting sustainable 

healthy lifestyles and nurturing scientific 

culture among masses and societies. 

 

6. With reference to Index of Industrial 

Production, consider the following: 

1. It is an index which details out the growth 

of various sectors in an economy such as 

mineral mining, electricity, manufacturing, 

etc. 

2. It is compiled and published monthly by the 

National Statistical Organisation (NSO), 

Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation. 

3. The Base Year of the Index of Eight Core 

Industries has been revised from the year 

2004-05 to 2011-12 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above  

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

Index of Industrial Production: 

 The Index of Industrial Production (IIP) is 

an index which details out the growth of 

various sectors in an economy such as 

mineral mining, electricity, manufacturing, 

etc. 

 It is compiled and published monthly by the 

National Statistical Organisation (NSO), 

Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation. 

 The Base Year of the Index of Eight Core 

Industries has been revised from the year 

2004-05 to 2011-12 from April, 2017. 

 The eight core industries comprise 40.27% 

of the weight of items included in the Index 

of Industrial Production (IIP). 

 The eight Core Industries in decreasing 

order of their weightage: Refinery 

Products> Electricity> Steel> Coal> Crude 

Oil> Natural Gas> Cement> Fertilizers. 

 

7. Consider the following statements regarding 

SARFAESI Act: 

1. It provides for the establishment of Asset 

Reconstruction Companies (ARCs) 

regulated by RBI to acquire assets from 

banks and financial institution 

2. SARFAESI is effective only for secured 

loans where bank can enforce the 

underlying security. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The SARFAESI Act also provides for the 

establishment of Asset Reconstruction 

Companies (ARCs) regulated by RBI to 
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acquire assets from banks and financial 

institutions. The Act provides for sale of 

financial assets by banks and financial 

institutions to asset reconstruction 

companies (ARCs). RBI has issued 

guidelines to banks on the process to be 

followed for sales of financial assets to 

ARCs. So, statement 1 is correct. 

 SARFAESI is effective only for secured 

loans where bank can enforce the 

underlying security eg hypothecation, 

pledge and mortgages. In such cases, court 

intervention is not necessary, unless the 

security is invalid or fraudulent. So, 

statement 2 is correct. 

 

8. Which of the following is/are possible benefits 

of Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code of India? 

1. Enhance the ease of Doing Business in 

India 

2. A decline in Non-performing assets in the 

banking sector 

3. Better resolution of insolvent banks like 

Punjab and Maharashtra Cooperative Bank 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below.  

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

 

 

Explanation: 

 The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 

2016 (IBC) is the bankruptcy law of India 

which seeks to consolidate the existing 

framework by creating a single law for 

insolvency and bankruptcy. It is a one-stop 

solution for resolving insolvencies which 

previously was a long process that did not 

offer an economically viable arrangement. 

The code aims to protect the interests of 

small investors and make the process of 

doing business less cumbersome.  

 Resolution of insolvency is one of the 

major components of ease of doing 

business. The IBC has aided in improving 

the rank of India to 52 (2019) from 108 

(2018) in resolving insolvency. IBC has 

helped in improving the recovery (of debt) 

rate from 26% to 43% for financial 

creditors. Hence, option 1 is correct. 

 The IBC has enabled better recoveries in 

lesser time when compared with earlier 

methods of recovery. The recovery through 

IBC was Rs. 70,000 crore in fiscal 2019 as 

compared to Rs. 35,500 crore recovered 

through other resolution mechanisms such 

as the Debt Recovery Tribunal, 

Securitisation and Reconstruction of 

Financial Assets and Enforcement of 

Securities Interest Act, and Lok Adalat. 

This has led to a decline in gross NPAs of 

the banking sector. Hence, option 2 is 

correct. 
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 The resolution of insolvent Banks is 

outside the purview of the IBC as of now. 

Thus, the crisis-hit Punjab and Maharashtra 

Cooperative Banks cannot be resolved 

under the IBC. Hence, option 3 is not 

correct. 

 

9. With reference to the “developing country” 

status in the WTO, which one of the following 

statement is not correct? 

(a) Economies with a Gross National Income 

(GNI) per capita below $12,475 are defined 

as “developing country”. 

(b) About two-thirds of the WTO’s members 

are developing countries. 

(c) They are provided with longer transition 

periods before they are required to fully 

implement any WTO agreement. 

(d) Other members can challenge the decision 

of a member who make use of provisions 

available to developing countries 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Developing countries comprise a majority 

of the WTO membership. They are grouped 

as “developing countries” and “least 

developed countries”. About two thirds of 

the WTO’s around 164 members are 

developing countries. They play an 

increasingly important and active role in 

the WTO because of their numbers, 

because they are becoming more important 

in the global economy, and because they 

increasingly look to trade as a vital tool in 

their development efforts. Hence, option 

(b) is correct. 

 There are no WTO definitions of 

“developed” and “developing” countries. 

Members announce for themselves whether 

they are “developed” or “developing” 

countries. However, other members can 

challenge the decision of a member to make 

use of provisions available to developing 

countries. Hence, option (a) is not correct 

and option (d) is correct. 

 Developing country status in the WTO 

brings certain rights. There are for example 

provisions in some WTO Agreements 

which provide developing countries with 

longer transition periods before they are 

required to fully implement the agreement 

and developing countries can receive 

technical assistance. Hence, option (c) is 

correct. 

 

10. Which of the following statements is/are 

correct regarding the recently launched Forest-

PLUS 2.0 programme by the Government of 

India? 

1. The government has for the first time set a 

target for carbon sequestration by 

increasing the forest cover. 

2. Private investment will be mobilised under 

the programme to unlock economic 

opportunities for forest-dependent people. 
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3. The Indian government has collaborated 

with the Forest Carbon Partnership Facility 

to implement the programme. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 3 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) 2 only 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 In the year 2008, under the National Action 

Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC), the 

National Mission for a Green India or the 

Green India Mission, aimed at doubling the 

area under afforestation in India (in the next 

10 years), thus sequestering carbon dioxide 

close to 43 million tonnes. 

 Also as a part of its Intended Nationally 

Determined Contribution (INDC) 

submitted to the secretariat of the United 

Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (UNFCCC) in 2015, India 

set a target to create an additional carbon 

sink of 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of CO2 

through additional forests by 2030. Hence 

statement 1 is not correct. 

 US Agency for International Development 

(USAID) and India's Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change 

(MoEF&CC) officially launched Forest-

PLUS 2.0 in September 2019. Thus Forest 

Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF) has no 

role in this programme. Hence statement 3 

is not correct. 

 Forest-PLUS 2.0 is the second version of a 

five-year programme initiated in December 

2018 (the first version being Forest-PLUS 

completed its five years). 

 It focuses on developing tools and 

techniques to bolster ecosystem 

management and harnessing ecosystem 

services in forest landscape management. 

 To achieve these targets, the programme 

has three focal points of action: 

 Developing tools (which include 

innovative apps for automating processes) 

for multiple services in forest management. 

These tools are expected to result in 

enhanced water flow and quality, improved 

livelihoods and resilience of forest-

dependent communities. 

 Developing incentive-based instruments 

for leveraging finance. For example, a 

payment mechanism where a municipality 

or industry would pay upstream forest 

communities to use water flowing down 

because of improved forest management. 

 Unlocking economic opportunities for 

forest-dependent people by modelling and 

setting up conservation enterprises and 

mobilising investment from the private 

sector. Hence statement 2 is correct. 
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1. With respect to the Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya 

Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) scheme, 

consider the following statements: 

1. PMBJP is a campaign launched by the 

Department of Pharmaceuticals, to provide 

quality medicines at affordable prices 

through special Kendra’s known as 

Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi 

Kendra. 

2. National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority 

(NPPA) is the implementing agency of 

PMBJP. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 ‘Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi 

Pariyojana’ is a campaign launched by the 

Department of Pharmaceuticals, Govt. Of 

India, to provide quality medicines at 

affordable prices to the masses through 

special Kendra’s known as Pradhan Mantri 

Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi Kendra. So, 

statement 1 is correct. 

 Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI) is 

the implementing agency of PMBJP. BPPI 

(Bureau of Pharma Public Sector 

Undertakings of India) has been 

established under the Department of 

Pharmaceuticals, Govt. of India, with the 

support of all the CPSUs. So, statement 2 is 

not correct. 

 

2. With respect to the generic medicine, which of 

the statement(s) given below is/are correct? 

1. Under the Drugs & Cosmetics Act, 1940 

generic medicines are those which contain 

same amount of active ingredient(s) in 

same dosage form and are intended to be 

administered by the same route of as that of 

branded medicine. 

2. Drugs manufactured in India, irrespective 

of whether they are generic or branded, are 

required to comply with the same standards 

as prescribed in the Drugs and Cosmetics 

Act, 1940 and Rules, 1945 made 

thereunder for their quality. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation:  

 There is no definition of generic or branded 

medicines under the Drugs & Cosmetics 

Act, 1940 and Rules, 1945 made 

thereunder. However, generic medicines 

are generally those which contain same 

amount of same active ingredient(s) in 

same dosage form and are intended to be 
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administered by the same route of 

administration as that of branded medicine. 

So, statement 1 is not correct. 

 The price of an unbranded generic version 

of a medicine is generally lower than the 

price of a corresponding branded medicine 

because in case of generic version, the 

pharmaceutical company does not have to 

spend money on promotion of its brand. 

 Drugs manufactured in the country, 

irrespective of whether they are generic or 

branded, are required to comply with the 

same standards as prescribed in the Drugs 

and Cosmetics Act, 1940 and Rules, 1945 

made thereunder for their quality. So, 

statement 2 is correct. 

 

3. With respect to the differences between the 

commercial banks and the Non-Banking 

Financial Company (NBFC), which of the 

statements are correct? 

1. Commercial banks can accept demand 

deposits whereas the NBFCs cannot accept 

demand deposits. 

2. Commercial Banks form a part of the 

payment and settlement system and issue 

cheques drawn on it, while NFCCs cannot 

do so. 

3. Deposit insurance facility of Deposit 

Insurance and Credit Guarantee 

Corporation is not available to depositors 

of NBFCs, unlike in case of commercial 

banks. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 NBFCs lend and make investments and 

hence their activities are akin to that of 

banks; however there are a few differences 

as given below: 

 NBFC cannot accept demand deposits; 

 NBFCs do not form part of the payment 

and settlement system and cannot issue 

cheques drawn on itself; 

 Deposit insurance facility of Deposit 

Insurance and Credit Guarantee 

Corporation is not available to depositors 

of NBFCs, unlike in case of banks. 

 So, all the three statements are correct. 

 

4. Consider the following, with regard to Pulse 

Oximeter: 

1. It is a test used to measure the oxygen level 

(oxygen saturation) of the blood. 

2. It measures the saturation of oxygen in red 

blood cells (RBCs) and can be attached to 

a person’s fingers, toes, nose, feet, ears or 

forehead. 

3. It is easy and painless and the device can be 

reused or disposed of after use. 
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Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only  

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Pulse Oximeter: 

 It is a test used to measure the oxygen level 

(oxygen saturation) of the blood. 

 It measures the saturation of oxygen in red 

blood cells (RBCs) and can be attached to 

a person’s fingers, toes, nose, feet, ears or 

forehead. 

 It is easy and painless and the device can be 

reused or disposed of after use. 

 It is generally used to check the health of 

patients with known conditions that affect 

blood oxygen levels like heart and lung 

conditions. 

 
 

5. With reference to Pulitzer Prize, consider the 

following: 

1. It is awarded in the name of Joseph 

Pulitzer. 

2. It was established in 1917 and is 

administered by Columbia University and 

Pulitzer Prize Board. 

3. It is awarded for outstanding public service 

and achievement in American journalism, 

letters, and music. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only  

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Pulitzer Prize: 

 It is awarded for outstanding public service 

and achievement in American journalism, 

letters, and music. 

 It is awarded in the name of Joseph 

Pulitzer, a newspaper publisher who gave 

money in his will to Columbia University 

to launch a journalism school and establish 

the Prize. 

 It was established in 1917 and is 

administered by Columbia University and 

Pulitzer Prize Board. 

 Each winner receives a certificate and a 

US$15,000 cash award. The winner in the 

public service category is awarded a gold 

medal. 

 

6. With reference to International Space Station 

(ISS), consider the following: 

1. It circles the Earth in roughly 92 minutes 

and completes 15.5 orbits per day. 

2. It is a joint project between two 

participating space agencies NASA 

(United States) and Roscosmos (Russia) 
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3. It serves as a microgravity and space 

environment research laboratory  

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only  

(d) All the above 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

About International Space Station (ISS): 

 It is a habitable artificial satellite - the 

single largest man-made structure in low 

earth orbit. Its first component was 

launched into orbit in 1998. 

 It circles the Earth in roughly 92 minutes 

and completes 15.5 orbits per day. 

 It is a joint project between five 

participating space agencies: NASA 

(United States), Roscosmos (Russia), 

JAXA (Japan), ESA (Europe), and CSA 

(Canada) but its ownership and use has 

been established by intergovernmental 

treaties and agreements. 

 It serves as a microgravity and space 

environment research laboratory in which 

crew members conduct experiments in 

biology, human biology, physics, 

astronomy, meteorology, and other fields. 

 It has resulted in the longest continuous 

human presence in the low earth orbit. It is 

expected to operate until 2030. 

 

7. Consider the following statements regarding 

Digital Taxation: 

1. It is associated with the taxation of 

companies that derive large revenues from 

countries through their digital presence 

instead of physical presence. 

2. As of now, India has made no provisions 

related to digital taxation. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Statement 1 is correct: The economy has 

witnessed rapid digitization with its 

footprints visible from buying groceries, to 

booking cabs, and to watching movies to 

connecting with people world over through 

social media. As more and more people 

participate in the digital economy, there is 

a need for countries to develop a 

framework to regulate and to get a 'fair' 

share of taxes from the revenues generated 

by such businesses. Thus, digital taxation 

refers to a taxation regime which is aimed 

at taxation of companies which derive large 

revenues from countries through their 

digital presence instead of physical 

presence.  
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 Statement 2 is not correct: India has taken 

a series of steps towards digital taxation.  

These Include -: 

 India imposed a 6% equalization levy on 

online advertising in 2016. Under this, the 

levy is withheld by the recipient of services 

from the payment it’s making for services. 

 The concept of Significant Economic 

Presence (SEP) has been introduced in 

India under the income-tax law to capture 

business models that operate 

digitally/remotely in India, subject to 

certain thresholds in terms of users and 

revenue. 

 

8. Consider the following statements with 

reference to 5G vis-a-vis 4G: 

1. 5G technology will use higher frequency 

radio bands. 

2. It will require a lesser number of cell 

towers to function. 

3. The peak speed of 5G will be 1000 times 

greater than the speed of 4G. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) 2 only 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 5G networks are the next generation of 

mobile internet connectivity, offering 

faster speeds and more reliable connections 

on smartphones and other devices than ever 

before (when compared with 2G/3G/4G). 

 The networks will help power a huge rise 

in Internet of Things technology, providing 

the infrastructure needed to carry huge 

amounts of data, allowing for a smarter and 

more connected world. 

 5G networks are already starting to appear 

and are expected to launch across the world 

by 2020, working alongside existing 3G 

and 4G technology to provide speedier 

connections. 

5G v 4G 

 Currently, 4G LTE (Long Term Evolution) 

technology is capable of using lower 

frequency bands, operating up to 6GHz, 

whereas the radio bands that 5G will be 

able to handle will be anywhere between 

30GHz and 300GHz. Hence statement 1 is 

correct. 

 In terms of speed, 5G stands heads and 

shoulders above 4G. In theory, 5G is likely 

to reach speeds that are 20 times faster than 

4G LTE. 4G LTE has a peak speed of 1GB 

per second; 5G could theoretically achieve 

speeds of 20GB per second. These are of 

course what you might call ‘peak speeds. 

Hence statement 3 is not correct.   

 Unfortunately, 5G still has some 

downsides. In particular, the high radio 

frequencies 5G uses will not able to travel 

as far as current 4G wavelengths (as higher 
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the frequency lower the wavelength). 

Furthermore, it will have to go through 

numerous obstructions. This means 5G will 

require an enormous expansion of current 

cell tower infrastructure in order to 

function. Hence statement 2 is not correct. 

 

9. Consider the following statements with respect 

to the impacts of ocean acidification: 

1. Ocean acidification has increased the 

frequency of acid rains in the coastal areas. 

2. It has brought down the pH of the ocean 

water to an average of 6. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 So Acid rain is caused by a chemical 

reaction that begins when compounds like 

sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides are 

released into the air. These substances can 

rise very high into the atmosphere, where 

they mix and react with water, oxygen, and 

other chemicals to form more acidic 

pollutants, known as acid rain. Because 

carbonic acid is a relatively weak acid, the 

ability of carbon dioxide alone to generate 

true “acid rain” is very limited, but carbon 

dioxide is the main and so far the only 

cause of ocean acidification. Also, normal 

rain has a pH of 5 (slightly acidic) and the 

pH of acid rain is even lower i.e. 4 

(approximately)  

 So far the cause of acid rain (either in the 

coastal areas or the hinterland areas) has 

not been attributed to ocean acidification. 

Hence statement 1 is not correct. 

 Ocean acidification describes the decrease 

in ocean pH that is caused by 

anthropogenic carbon dioxide emissions 

into the atmosphere. Seawater is slightly 

alkaline and had a preindustrial pH of about 

8.2. More recently, anthropogenic 

activities have steadily increased the 

carbon dioxide content of the atmosphere. 

About 30–40% of the added CO2 is 

absorbed by the oceans, forming carbonic 

acid and lowering the pH (now below 8.1) 

through ocean acidification. The pH is 

expected to reach 7.7 by the year 2100. 

Ocean acidification points to a decline in 

pH. It doesn't mean that the Oceanic water 

pH is below 7. Hence statement 2 is not 

correct. 

 

10. Which of the following best describes an 

Internet Cookie? 

(a) It is a warning displayed on a webpage that 

cautions viewers against the contents of the 

webpage. 

(b) It is any advertisement on a webpage that 

charges viewers when they click on it. 
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(c) It is a message given to a web browser 

intended to better guide the viewers 

through customisation of webpages. 

(d) It is a highlighted text on a webpage which 

can lead viewers to another webpage when 

they click on it. 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 A cookie (called an Internet or Web cookie) 

is the term given to describe a type of 

message that is given to a web browser by 

a web server. The main purpose of a cookie 

is to identify users and possibly prepare 

customized Web pages or to save site login 

information for you. 

 When you enter a website using cookies, 

you may be asked to fill out a form 

providing personal information; like your 

name, email address, and interests. This 

information is packaged into a cookie and 

sent to your Web browser, which then 

stores the information for later use. The 

next time you go to the same Web site, your 

browser will send the cookie to the Web 

server.  

 The message is sent back to the server each 

time the browser requests a page from the 

server. 

 A web server has no memory so the hosted 

website you are visiting transfers a cookie 

file of the browser on your computer's hard 

disk so that the site can remember who you 

are and your preferences.  

 This message exchange allows the Web 

server to use this information to present you 

with customized Web pages. So, for 

example, instead of seeing just a generic 

welcome page you might see a welcome 

page with your name on it. Hence option (c) 

is the correct answer. 
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1. With respect to the Sundarbans, consider the 

following statements: 

1. The Sundarbans mangrove forest is one of 

the largest forests in the world which lies 

across India and Bangladesh on the delta of 

the Ganges, Brahmaputra and Meghna 

rivers on the Bay of Bengal. 

2. It is home to one of the noted tiger reserves 

in India and also the only mangrove forest 

in the world inhabited by tigers. 

3. The majority part of Sundarbans lies in 

India, while the rest of the parts lie in 

Bangladesh. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 The Sundarbans mangrove forest, one of 

the largest such forests in the world, lies 

across India and Bangladesh on the delta of 

the Ganges, Brahmaputra and Meghna 

rivers on the Bay of Bengal. So, statement 

1 is correct. 

 It is adjacent to the border of India’s 

Sundarbans World Heritage site inscribed 

in 1987. The majority part of Sundarbans 

lies in Bangladesh, while the rest of the 

parts lie in India. So, statement 3 is not 

correct. 

 The Indian Sundarbans, considered to be an 

area south of the Dampier Hodges line, is 

spread over 9,630 sq. km., of which the 

mangrove forests are spread over 4,263 sq. 

km. 

 The site is intersected by a complex 

network of tidal waterways, mudflats and 

small islands of salt-tolerant mangrove 

forests, and presents an excellent example 

of ongoing ecological processes. 

 The area is known for its wide range of 

fauna, including 260 bird species, the 

Bengal tiger and other threatened species 

such as the estuarine crocodile and the 

Indian python. 

 It is home to many rare and globally 

threatened wildlife species such as the 

estuarine crocodile, Royal Bengal Tiger, 

Water monitor lizard, Gangetic dolphin, 

and olive ridley turtles. 

 It is home to one of the noted tiger reserves 

in India and also the only mangrove forest 

in the world inhabited by tigers. So, 

statement 2 is correct. 

 A satellite image from the Indian Space 

Research Organisation pointed to a loss of 

3.71% mangrove and non-mangrove forest 

cover along with massive erosion of the 

archipelago’s landmass. 

 The analysis, based on satellite data of 

February 2003 and February 2014, shows 

that while a 9,990-hectare landmass has 

been eroded, there has been an accretion 



UPSC MAY - 2020 
DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 08 

www.iasgatewayy.com 
 

(addition) of 216-hectare landmass in the 

Sundarbans during the period. 

 

2. In the context to the styrene, which of the 

statements given below are correct? 

1. Styrene is a flammable gas that is used in 

the manufacturing of polystyrene plastics, 

fiberglass, rubber, and latex. 

2. It is also found in vehicle exhaust, cigarette 

smoke, and in natural foods like fruits and 

vegetables. 

3. Short-term exposure to the substance can 

result in respiratory problems, irritation in 

the eyes, irritation in the mucous 

membrane, and gastrointestinal issues. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 It is a flammable liquid that is used in the 

manufacturing of polystyrene plastics, 

fiberglass, rubber, and latex. So, statement 

1 is not correct. 

 It is also found in vehicle exhaust, cigarette 

smoke, and in natural foods like fruits and 

vegetables. So, statement 2 is correct. 

 Short-term exposure to the substance can 

result in respiratory problems, irritation in 

the eyes, irritation in the mucous 

membrane, and gastrointestinal issues. So, 

statement 3 is correct. 

 Long-term exposure could drastically 

affect the central nervous system and lead 

to other related problems like peripheral 

neuropathy. It could also lead to cancer and 

depression in some cases. 

 

3. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991 

makes it obligatory upon the user industries 

handling 179 types of chemicals and 

compounds to subscribe a special insurance 

policy to cover the liabilities likely to arise 

on account of any disaster. 

2. The Act establishes an Environment Relief 

Fund (ERF), which is subscribed by all 

such user industries by an amount equal to 

the annual premium amount of such 

insurance policies. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The Public Liability Insurance (PLI) Act, 

1991 makes it obligatory upon the user 

industries handling 179 types of chemicals 

and compounds and other classes of 

flammable substances to subscribe a 
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special insurance policy to cover the 

liabilities likely to arise on account of any 

chemical (industrial) disaster/accident and 

payable to those affected people who are 

not the workers on ‘no fault basis’/ 

‘absolute liability’. 

 The Act establishes an Environment Relief 

Fund (ERF), which is subscribed by all 

such user industries by an amount equal to 

the annual premium amount of such 

insurance policies. 

 PLI Act is administered by the Ministry of 

Environment Forest and Climate Change. 

 So, both the statements are correct. 

 

4. With reference to Ayushman Bharat Pradhan 

Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana, consider the 

following: 

1. It offers a sum insured of Rs.5 lakh per 

family for secondary care as well as tertiary 

care. 

2. It is an entitlement-based scheme that 

targets the beneficiaries as identified by 

latest Socio-Economic Caste Census 

(SECC) data. 

3. The insurance cost is shared by the centre 

and the state mostly in the ratio of 60:40. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan 

Arogya Yojana 

 It offers a sum insured of Rs.5 lakh per 

family for secondary care (which doesn’t 

involve a super specialist) as well as 

tertiary care (which involves a super 

specialist). 

 It is an entitlement-based scheme that 

targets the beneficiaries as identified by 

latest Socio-Economic Caste Census 

(SECC) data. 

 Once identified by the database, the 

beneficiary is considered insured and can 

walk into any empanelled hospital. 

 The insurance cost is shared by the centre 

and the state mostly in the ratio of 60:40. 

 The Packaged rates is known as the Rates 

that include everything so that each product 

or service is not charged for separately 

 It also mentions the number of average 

days of hospitalization for a medical 

procedure and supporting documents that 

are needed. 

 It is flexible, but they can’t charge the 

beneficiary once fixed by the hospitals. 

 It also has prescribed a daily limit for 

medical management. 

 National Health Authority (NHA): It has 

been constituted as an autonomous entity 

under the Society Registration Act, 1860 



UPSC MAY - 2020 
DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 08 

www.iasgatewayy.com 
 

for effective implementation of PM-JAY in 

alliance with state governments. 

 State Health Agency (SHA): It is the apex 

body of the State Government responsible 

for the implementation of AB PM-JAY in 

the State. 

 

5. Consider the following, with regard to ICUBE 

report: 

1. It is an annual tracking study, which 

considered to be the currency for digital 

adoption in the country. 

2. It is released by the Kantar insights and 

consulting company. 

3. It shows about 84% of users access the 

Internet for entertainment purposes. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 The Kantar insights and consulting 

company released its ICUBE 2019 report 

on digital adoption and usage trends in 

India. 

Highlights: 

 It is an annual tracking study, which 

considered to be the currency for digital 

adoption in the country, gauges the 

changing digital ecosystem in India, 

measuring Internet usage by demographic, 

activity and device segments. 

 It estimated at 574 million, the number of 

monthly active Internet users have 

registered an annual growth of 24% 

indicating an overall penetration of 41%. 

 It projects 11% growth for 2020; estimates 

639 million monthly active Internet users. 

 All monthly active Internet users use a 

mobile phone as one of the devices to 

access the Internet. 

 It shows about 84% of users access the 

Internet for entertainment purposes. 

 At 38%, school-going children segment in 

the age group of 15 years or below has 

shown a promising growth on internet 

usage.  

 The access to information and education, 

social media, gaming and entertainment, 

especially, Sports, are driving the adoption. 

Content is the king and is driving the surge 

in daily internet usage. 

 The Rural India registered a 45% growth in 

the monthly active internet users in 2019. It 

is now estimated that there are 264 million 

internet users in rural India, and this is 

expected to reach 304 million in 2020. 

Important Factors for the Growth: 

 The convenience of content availability 

across devices and on the go low-cost 

Internet service resulted in a significant 
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growth in the entertainment consumption 

in the last year.  

 The Local language and video are the 

underlying factors for the internet boom in 

rural. This is expected to continue in 2020 

too, especially in view of the lockdown. 

 

6. In context to Plague, consider the following: 

1. It is caused by the bacteria Yersinia pestis 

usually found in small mammals and their 

fleas 

2. It is transmitted between animals and 

humans by the bite of infected fleas 

3. The Antibiotic treatment is effective 

against plague bacteria. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Plague is caused by the bacteria Yersinia 

pestis usually found in small mammals and 

their fleas. 

 There are two main clinical forms of plague 

infection: bubonic and pneumonic. 

 Bubonic plague is the most common form 

and is characterized by painful swollen 

lymph nodes or 'buboes'. 

 Pneumonic plague is a form of severe lung 

infection. 

 Plague is transmitted between animals and 

humans by the bite of infected fleas, direct 

contact with infected tissues, and inhalation 

of infected respiratory droplets. 

 Antibiotic treatment is effective against 

plague bacteria, so early diagnosis and 

early treatment can save lives. 

 Currently, the three most endemic 

countries are the Democratic Republic of 

the Congo, Madagascar, and Peru. 

 

7. This lake is the largest inland saltwater lake in 

India. It has been designated as a wetland under 

the Ramsar convention. It was recently in the 

news owing to the death of migratory birds on 

a large scale due to a bacterial infection.  

Which of the following lake is being described 

in the above passage? 

(a) Sambhar Lake 

(b) Chilka lake 

(c) Lonar Lake 

(d) Pangong Tso 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Sambhar Lake is India’s largest inland 

saltwater lake at 230 sq km, spread mostly 

across Jaipur and Nagaur districts and also 

a part of Ajmer. It has a catchment area of 

5,700 square km, with the water depth 

fluctuating between 60 cm in the dry season 

to about 3 metres at the end of the monsoon 

 Mass death of migratory birds at the 

Sambhar Lake in Rajasthan occurred due to 
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avian botulism, a disease caused by a 

bacteria that affects nerves, a report of 

Bareilly's Indian Veterinary Research 

Institute. 
 

8. The government has recently undertaken 

merger of banks as a major banking reform. In 

this context, which of the following could be 

the possible benefit/s of the bank mergers? 

1. Improved risk management in the banking 

sector. 

2. Increase in the creation of jobs. 

3. Development of Niche Banking. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below. 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The amalgamated banks are better 

equipped in the changing environment to 

meet the credit needs of a growing 

economy, absorb shocks and capacity to 

raise resources. Also, economies of scale 

and wider scope would position it for 

improved profitability, wider product 

offerings, and adoption of technology and 

best practices across leading to better 

efficiency and improved risk management. 

Hence, option 1 is correct. 

 Merger of Banks is not aimed at increasing 

the jobs in the banking sector. On the 

contrary, there is an increased fear that this 

may lead to loss of jobs owing to 

rationalisation of operations and 

automation in Banks. However, the 

government has assured of no job losses 

owing to merger of Banks. Hence, option 2 

is not correct. 

 Niche banks cater to and serve the needs of 

a certain demographic segment of the 

population. Niche banks typically target a 

specific market or type of customer and 

tailor a bank's advertising, product mix, and 

operations to this target market's 

preferences. Examples of niche banks 

include Payment Banks, Small Finance 

Banks, Urban Cooperative Banks, 

Regional Rural Banks etc. 

 Merger of Banks is aimed at creation of 

Universal Banks. It is aimed at creation of 

a bank with scale comparable to global 

banks and capable of competing effectively 

in India and globally. It leads to enhanced 

access to banking services through a 

stronger network, the ability to support a 

wider offering of product and services, and 

easy access to credit. Hence, option 3 is not 

correct. 
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9. Arctic Paradox is an oft-quoted term. It 

precisely refers to 

(a) The absence of Penguin in the Arctic region 

despite having weather conditions similar 

to Antarctica. 

(b) The peculiar situation of Arctic having very 

less population density but very high 

resource density. 

(c) The repercussions of climate change that 

Arctic is grappling with despite being very 

far away from the sources of pollution. 

(d) The geopolitics centred about the Arctic 

region that has also concerned countries 

way below the Arctic circle.  

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 The term Arctic Paradox is a term coined 

by an American journalist named Marla 

Cone, who has explained the term in her 

book 'Silent Snow' which is a 

comprehensive book about pollutants 

found in the Arctic ecosystem and their 

effects on both wildlife and people. 

 The Arctic is generally considered to be 

pristine, as there are few local sources of 

pollution. However, during the past 10–15 

years there has been increasing evidence 

(mainly from the Arctic Monitoring and 

Assessment Programme) that the Arctic 

environment is threatened by pollution and 

climate change. Cone has described the 

term ‘Arctic paradox’ as the situation in 

which people living in the Arctic are the 

most contaminated, despite the fact that 

they live far away from the sources of these 

pollutants. She describes how the Inuit in 

Canada and Greenland face a significant 

health risk as a result of their dependence 

on traditional food — meat and blubber 

from seals and whales — that contains high 

concentrations of pesticides and industrial 

pollutants. Hence option (c) is the correct 

answer. 

 

10. Which of the following best defines Clean Coal 

Technology? 

(a) It is the conversion of lignite and 

bituminous coal into the highest-grade 

anthracite. 

(b) It is a collection of technologies used to 

purify coal to reduce harsh environmental 

effects. 

(c) It is a laboratory technique to obtain pure 

carbon from coal by distillation. 

(d) It refers to the method used for the 

extraction of rare and expensive minerals 

like diamond from coal mines. 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Clean coal technology is a collection of 

technologies which seeks to reduce harsh 

environmental effects by using multiple 

technologies to purify the coal before it 

burns and contain its emissions. Hence 

option (b) is the correct answer. 
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1. In context to Brown Dwarfs, consider the 

following: 

1. It is also called failed stars. 

2. Their masses are heavier than planets but 

lighter than stars. 

3. They are unable to sustain fusion of their 

hydrogen to produce energy 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Brown Dwarfs: 

 It is also called failed stars, because their 

masses are heavier than planets but lighter 

than stars. Due to their small masses, they 

are unable to sustain fusion of their 

hydrogen to produce energy. 

 It is believed that some of the more massive 

brown dwarfs fuse deuterium or lithium 

and glow faintly. 

About Binary Stars System: 

 They are two stars orbiting a common 

center of mass. 

 The brighter star is officially classified as 

the primary star, while the dimmer of the 

two is the secondary star.  

 In cases where the stars are of equal 

brightness, the designation given by the 

discoverer is respected. 

 They are very important in astrophysics 

because calculations of their orbits allow 

the masses of their component stars to be 

directly determined, which in turn allows 

other stellar parameters, such as radius and 

density, to be indirectly estimated. 

 

2. With reference to Prime Minister’s Research 

Fellowship (PMRF) Scheme, consider the 

following: 

1. It is aimed at attracting the talent pool of 

the country to doctoral (Ph.D.) 

programmes for carrying out research in 

cutting edge science and technology 

domains. 

2. A fellowship of Rs.70,000/- per month for 

the first two years, Rs.75,000/- per month 

for the 3rd year, and Rs.80,000/- per month 

in the 4th and 5th year is provided under the 

scheme. 

3. A research grant of Rs. 2 lakh per year is 

provided to each of the Fellows for a period 

of 5 years to cover their academic 

contingency expenses and for 

foreign/national travel expenses. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 
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Explanation: 

About Prime Minister’s Research 

Fellowship (PMRF) Scheme: 

 To attract meritorious students into 

research, Government of India, in 2018 

launched Prime Minister’s Research 

Fellows (PMRF) Scheme, which offers 

direct admission to such students in the 

Ph.D programmes in various higher 

educational institutions in the country. 

 It is aimed at attracting the talent pool of 

the country to doctoral (Ph.D.) 

programmes for carrying out research in 

cutting edge science and technology 

domains, with focus on national priorities. 

 The institutes which can offer PMRF 

include all the IITs, IISERs, Indian Institute 

of Science, Bengaluru and some of the top 

Central Universities/NITs that offer 

science and/or technology degrees. 

 A fellowship of Rs.70,000/- per month for 

the first two years, Rs.75,000/- per month 

for the 3rd year, and Rs.80,000/- per month 

in the 4th and 5th year is provided under the 

scheme. 

 A research grant of Rs. 2 lakh per year is 

provided to each of the Fellows for a period 

of 5 years to cover their academic 

contingency expenses and for 

foreign/national travel expenses. 

 

 

 

3. Consider the following, with regard to 

AYUSH Sanjivani App: 

1. It is developed by the Ministry of AYUSH 

and the Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology (MEITY). 

2. It targets to reach out to 50 lakh people in 

the country. 

3. It intends to generate data on usage of 

AYUSH advocacies and its impact in 

prevention of Covid-19 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 It is developed by the Ministry of AYUSH 

and the Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology (MEITY). 

 It targets to reach out to 50 lakh people in 

the country. The app intends to generate 

data on usage of AYUSH (Ayurveda, Yoga 

& Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha, Sowa-rigpa 

and Homoeopathy) advocacies and 

measures among the population and its 

impact in prevention of Covid-19. 

 The data collected through this app will be 

analyzed to find out usage of AYUSH 

interventions and its efficacy in 

maintaining health by enhancing 

immunity. 
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4. Recently a country changed its existing 

currency into Toman. Toman is the currency of 

which of the following country? 

(a) Iran 

(b) Iraq 

(c) Sri Lanka 

(d) Seychelles 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 Iran has recently planned to re-name and 

re-value its currency. 

 Long called the rial, Iran’s money will soon 

likely be called the Toman, and an 

impressive four zeros will be shaved off all 

denominations. 

 What was previously 10,000 rials will 

become one Toman under the plans. 

 

5. ‘Vande Bharat Mission’ was sometimes seen 

in news. It is related to 

(a) Indian semi-high speed intercity electric 

multiple unit train also called as Train 18. 

(b) Evacuation exercise to bring back Indian 

citizens stranded abroad amidst COVID-

19. 

(c) Rehabilitation measures taken for the flood 

affected people in Assam. 

(d) Achieving electricity all over the nation 

before 2022. 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Vande Bharat Mission is the biggest 

evacuation exercise to bring back Indian 

citizens stranded abroad amidst the 

coronavirus-induced travel restrictions. 

 It is also considered as the largest exercise 

to bring back Indian citizens since the 

evacuation of 177,000 from the Gulf region 

in the early 1990s at the start of hostilities 

between Iraq and Kuwait during the first 

Gulf War. 

 Vande Bharat Express or Train 18 which is 

the India’s semi-high speed intercity 

electric multiple unit train is different from 

Vande Bharat Mission. 

 

6. Consider the following statements: 

1. At the time of the Bhopal gas tragedy, the 

Indian Penal Code (IPC) was the only 

relevant law specifying criminal liability 

for such incidents. 

2. Bhopal Gas Leak (Processing of Claims) 

Act, 1985, was enacted which gave powers 

to the central government to secure the 

claims arising out of or connected with the 

Bhopal gas tragedy. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 At the time of the Bhopal gas tragedy, the 

Indian Penal Code (IPC) was the only 
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relevant law specifying criminal liability 

for such incidents. 

 Section 304: culpable homicide not 

amounting to murder. 

 Section 304A: deals with death due to 

negligence and imposes a maximum 

punishment of two years and a fine. 

 Soon after the tragedy, the government 

passed a series of laws regulating the 

environment and prescribing and 

specifying safeguards and penalties. 

 Bhopal Gas Leak (Processing of Claims) 

Act, 1985, which gives powers to the 

central government to secure the claims 

arising out of or connected with the Bhopal 

gas tragedy. Under the provisions of this 

Act, such claims are dealt with speedily and 

equitably. 

 So, both the statements are correct. 

 

7. Consider the following statements regarding 

Non-Convertible Debentures: 

1. They cannot be converted into shares or 

equities and hence have a lower rate of 

return as compared to convertible 

debentures. 

2. All companies are required to create a 

Debenture Redemption Reserve (DRR) 

toward repayments of long-term NCDs in 

case of bankruptcy or liquidity crunch. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Statement 1 is not Correct: Non-

convertible debentures (NCDs) are debt 

instruments that companies issue to 

investors to raise money for their capital 

requirements. NCDs regularly pay interest 

at a fixed rate for a fixed tenure till 

maturity. Since they can not be converted 

into shares or equities; they offer relatively 

higher interest rates when compared to 

convertible debentures. 

 Statement 2 is not correct: As per the 

Companies (Share Capital and Debentures) 

Rules 2014, all listed companies, NBFCs, 

HFCs and unlisted companies are to create 

a Debenture Redemption Reserve (DRR). 

A DRR ensures that a company sets aside a 

portion of its profits toward repayment of 

long-term NCDs out of its current profits 

especially during times of bankruptcy or 

liquidity crunch. However, the government 

has recently relaxed this requirement as 

listed companies, NBFCs registered with 

the Reserve Bank of India and HFCs 

registered with the National Housing Bank 

are no longer required to maintain a DRR if 

they have issued NCDs. 
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8. Recently there has been a growing awareness 

in our country regarding 'Nisargruna plant'. It 

is used for which of the following purposes? 

(a) its extracts are used in cosmetic industry. 

(b) it is a rich source of biodiesel. 

(c) it helps in degrading the plastic waste. 

(d) it offers eco-friendly process of methane 

generation. 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 “Nisargruna” plant is a bio- methanization 

plant for digesting kitchen food waste and 

green vegetable wastes from agriculture 

markets to methane gas which can be used 

for cooking/generating electricity or even 

for running biogas vehicles.  This plant can 

digest animal waste from slaughter house 

also. 

 It offers “Zero garbage and Zero effluent“ 

and provides high quality manure and 

methane gas. Weedfree manure obtained 

from such waste has high nitrogen contents 

and acts as an excellent soil conditioner.  

 The Department of Atomic Energy (DAE), 

Government of India, recently organized a 

two-day exhibition on DAE spin-off 

technologies for non-power applications at 

New Delhi. 

 DAE technologies are finding a lot of 

applications for Swatch Bharat Mission 

where biomethanation Urban Sludge 

Hygienization technologies are being 

deployed across the country. 

9. Consider the following statements with 

reference to the members of the cat family: 

1. Jaguars are native to the Americas. 

2. Black panthers are not naturally found 

outside of Asia. 

3. Both cheetahs and leopards are naturally 

found in Africa. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Feline family (family Felidae) refers to any 

of the 37 cat species which include the 

cheetah, puma, jaguar, leopard, lion, lynx, 

tiger, and a domestic cat.  They are 

carnivorous mammals (the domestic cat is 

omnivorous) that live in a wide range of 

habitats. 

 The jaguar is a large felid species and the 

only extant member of the genus Panthera 

native to the Americas. The jaguar's present 

range extends from the Southwestern 

United States and Mexico in North 

America, across much of Central America, 

and south to Paraguay and northern 

Argentina in South America. Black 

Panther, a big cat (of any species, but most 

commonly a jaguar or a leopard) whose 

colouration is entirely black (due to the 
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presence of excess melanin). This may 

have originated from the Latin name 

Panthera for the big cats and was probably 

shortened from Black Panthera to Black 

Panther. Thus black panthers can be found 

wherever leopards (Asia and Africa) and 

jaguars (native to the Americas) are found. 

Hence statement 1 is correct and statement 

2 is not correct.  

 Cheetahs are very common in the 

grasslands of Africa. The Asiatic cheetah, 

also known as Iranian or Persian cheetah, is 

a Critically Endangered cheetah subspecies 

surviving today only in Iran. The leopard or 

panther is one of the five extant species in 

the genus Panthera, a member of the 

Felidae. It occurs in a wide range in sub-

Saharan Africa, in small parts of Western 

and Central Asia, on the Indian 

subcontinent to Southeast and East Asia. 

Hence statement 3 is correct. 

10. In the context of economy, which of the 

following statements best describes the term 

Bail-in? 

(a) It refers to a situation where the Reserve 

Bank of India injects liquidity as the 'lender 

of the last resort' to rescue a bank that is 

solvent but faces temporary liquidity 

problems. 

(b) It refers to a situation where a financial 

institution's liabilities can be cancelled or 

modified to shore up its finances or in case 

of insolvency. 

(c) It refers to a situation when outside 

investors (such as a government) inject 

money to help make debt payments of an 

insolvent financial institution. 

(d) It refers to a situation where the depositors 

are given preferential treatment during the 

process of liquidation of financial 

institutions. 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Bail-ins are an innovation of Cyprus, which 

became an international banking centre 

after joining the European Union in 2004, 

adopting the euro in 2008. Poorly 

supervised Cypriot banks attracted large 

volumes of deposits from Greece and 

Russia and invested heavily in Greek 

government bonds and real estate. 

 It refers to a situation in which a bank’s 

liabilities like deposits can be cancelled or 

modified to shore up its finances. Thus, in 

such a situation the depositors are forced to 

bear some of the burden by having a 

portion of their deposits written off. It is 

opposite of a bail-out and ensures that in 

the event of a financial institution’s 

collapse, the creditors and depositors will 

have to absorb some of the losses. Hence, 

option (b) is the correct answer. 

 The Financial Resolution and Deposit 

Insurance Bill, 2017 was introduced by the 

government which had provisions for Bail-

in. However, it was eventually withdrawn 
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after it caused a lot of furore among the 

general public, contained a 'bail-in' clause 

for resolution of bank failure which was 

perceived to be against the interest of the 

depositors. 

 Recently, the finance ministry has started 

work on reviving the contentious Financial 

Resolution and Deposit Insurance (FRDI) 

Bill. 
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1. In the context to the International Court of 

Justice (ICJ), which of the statements given 

below are correct? 

1. It is the official court of UN which is 

commonly referred to as the world court. 

2. Its Headquarters is in The Hague, 

Netherlands. 

3. The ICC has the jurisdiction to prosecute 

individuals for the international crimes of 

genocide, crimes against humanity, and 

war crimes. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 The ICJ has the jurisdiction to prosecute 

individuals for the international crimes of 

genocide, crimes against humanity, and 

war crimes. So, statement 3 is correct. 

 

2. With respect to the National Green Tribunal. 

Which of the statements are correct? 

1. It is a specialised body set up under the 

Environment Protection Act, 1986 for 

effective and expeditious disposal of cases 

relating to environmental protection. 

2. NGT is mandated to make disposal of 

applications or appeals finally within 6 

months of filing of the same. 

3. The Tribunal has jurisdiction over all civil 

cases involving substantial question 

relating to environment including 

enforcement of any legal right relating to 

environment. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 It is a specialised body set up under the 

National Green Tribunal Act (2010) for 

effective and expeditious disposal of cases 

relating to environmental protection and 

conservation of forests and other natural 

resources. So, statement 1 is not correct. 

 NGT is mandated to make disposal of 

applications or appeals finally within 6 

months of filing of the same. So, statement 

2 is correct. 
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 The NGT has five places of sittings, New 

Delhi is the Principal place of sitting and 

Bhopal, Pune, Kolkata and Chennai are the 

other four. 

 The Tribunal comprises of the Chairperson, 

the Judicial Members and Expert Members. 

They shall hold office for term of five years 

and are not eligible for reappointment. 

 The Chairperson is appointed by the 

Central Government in consultation with 

Chief Justice of India (CJI). 

 A Selection Committee shall be formed by 

central government to appoint the Judicial 

Members and Expert Members. 

 There are to be least 10 and maximum 20 

full time judicial members and Expert 

Members in the tribunal. 

 The Tribunal has jurisdiction over all civil 

cases involving substantial question 

relating to environment (including 

enforcement of any legal right relating to 

environment). So, statement 3 is correct. 

 Being a statutory adjudicatory body like 

Courts, apart from original jurisdiction side 

on filing of an application, NGT also has 

appellate jurisdiction to hear appeal as a 

Court (Tribunal). 

 The Tribunal is not bound by the procedure 

laid down under the Code of Civil 

Procedure 1908, but shall be guided by 

principles of 'natural justice'. 

 While passing any order/decision/ award, it 

shall apply the principles of sustainable 

development, the precautionary principle 

and the polluter pays principle. 

 

3. Consider the following statements: 

1. Under the absolute liability principle, a 

party is not liable and need not pay 

compensation if a hazardous substance 

escapes his premises by accident or by an 

“act of God’” among other circumstances. 

2. Under the strict liability principle, the apex 

court held that a company in a hazardous 

industry cannot claim any exemption. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

not correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Under the “strict liability principle”, a party 

is not liable and need not pay compensation 

if a hazardous substance escapes his 

premises by accident or by an “act of God’” 

among other circumstances. 

 Under the absolute liability principle, the 

apex court held that a company in a 

hazardous industry cannot claim any 

exemption. 

 Since both terms are interchanged both the 

statements are not correct. 



UPSC MAY - 2020 
DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 11 

www.iasgatewayy.com 
 

4. With reference to Rabindranath Tagore, 

consider the following: 

1. He was the first non-European to receive 

the Nobel Prize. 

2. He has the national anthems for two 

countries, India and Bangladesh 

3. He was also referred to as ‘Gurudev’, 

‘Kabiguru’, and ‘Biswakabi’. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 Rabindranath Tagore was born in Calcutta 

on May 7, 1861. He was also referred to as 

‘Gurudev’, ‘Kabiguru’, and ‘Biswakabi’. 

 Regarded as the outstanding creative artist 

of modern India and hailed by W.B Yeats, 

Rabindranath Tagore was a Bengali poet, 

novelist, and painter, who was highly 

influential in introducing Indian culture to 

the west. 

 Rabindranath was an exceptional literary 

figure and a renowned polymath who 

singlehandedly reshaped the region's 

literature and music. 

 In 1913 Rabindranath Tagore was awarded 

the Nobel Prize in Literature for his work 

on Gitanjali. 

 He was the first non-European to receive 

the Nobel Prize. 

 In 1915 Tagore was awarded knighthood 

by the British King George V. In 1919, 

following the Jallianwalla Bagh massacre 

he renounced his Knighthood. 

 Besides all his literary achievements he 

was also a philosopher and educationist 

who in 1921 established the Vishwa-

Bharati University, a university that 

challenged conventional education. 

 Rabindranath Tagore was a good friend of 

Mahatma Gandhi and is said to have given 

him the title of Mahatma. 

 Tagore had always stressed that unity in 

diversity is the only possible way for 

India’s national integration. 

 He not only gave the national anthems for 

two countries, India and Bangladesh, but 

also inspired a Ceylonese student of his, to 

pen and compose the national anthem of Sri 

Lanka. 
 

5. In context to Olive Ridley Turtles, consider the 

following: 

1. They are carnivores and get their name 

from their olive colored carapace. 

2. They are found in warm waters of the 

Pacific, Atlantic and Indian oceans. 

3. Its Protection Status in IUCN Red List is 

Vulnerable, CITES - Appendix I and Indian 

Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Schedule I 
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Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Olive Ridley Turtles:  

 They are the smallest and most abundant of 

all sea turtles found in the world. 

 They are carnivores and get their name 

from their olive colored carapace. 

 They are found in warm waters of the 

Pacific, Atlantic and Indian oceans. 

 They migrate thousands of kilometers 

between feeding and mating grounds in the 

course of a year. 

 They are best known for their unique mass 

nesting called Arribada, where thousands 

of females come together on the same 

beach to lay Eggs. 

 They lay their Eggs over a period of five to 

seven days in conical nests about one and a 

half feet deep which they dig with their 

hind flippers. 

 The most severe threat they face is the 

accidental killing through entanglement in 

trawl nets and gill nets due to uncontrolled 

fishing during their Mating Season Around 

Nesting Beaches. 

 They are extensively poached for their 

meat, shell and leather, and their eggs. 

 Its Protection Status in IUCN Red List is 

Vulnerable, CITES - Appendix I and Indian 

Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Schedule I 

  

6. Consider the following, with regard to Asian 

Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB): 

1. It is a multilateral development bank with a 

mission to improve social and economic 

outcomes in Asia and beyond. 

2. It is open to all members of the World Bank 

or the Asian Development Bank and is 

divided into regional and non-regional 

members.  

3. The Regional members are those located 

within areas classified as Asia and Oceania 

by the United Nations. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 It is a multilateral development bank with a 

mission to improve social and economic 

outcomes in Asia and beyond. 

 It is headquartered in Beijing.  

 It commenced operations in January 2016. 
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 It aims to connect people, services and 

markets that over time will impact the lives 

of billions and build a better future. 

About the Membership in AIIB: 

 It is open to all members of the World Bank 

or the Asian Development Bank and is 

divided into regional and non-regional 

members.  

 The Regional members are those located 

within areas classified as Asia and Oceania 

by the United Nations. 

 Unlike other MDBs (multilateral 

development bank), the AIIB allows for 

non-sovereign entities to apply for AIIB 

membership, assuming their home country 

is a member.  

 

7. What is Starlink Mission, sometimes seen in 

News? 

(a) A near-Earth asteroid mission by NASA. 

(b) A satellite constellation development 

project by SpaceX to deploy the world's 

most advanced broadband internet system. 

(c) An upgrade of the Large Hadron Collider 

of CERN. 

(d) A network of stratospheric balloons 

designed to bring Internet connectivity to 

rural and remote communities worldwide. 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

Starlink Mission: 

 Program of SpaceX. 

 To provide fast, reliable internet to 

locations where access has been unreliable, 

expensive, or completely unavailable. 

 SpaceX will launch a series of batch of 

satellites to form a satellite constellation in 

space, through which it aims to give 

internet service. 

 

8. Consider the following statements with 

reference to ‘Scheme of Fund for Upgradation 

and Regeneration of Traditional Industries’. 

1. The scheme envisages to organize the 

traditional industries and artisans into 

clusters to make them competitive and 

provide support for their long-term 

sustainability and economy of scale. 

2. The scheme covers three types of 

interventions namely soft interventions, 

hard interventions and thematic 

interventions. 

3. A Non-Governmental Organization with 

expertise to undertake cluster development 

can be an implementing agency under the 

scheme. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

 

 



UPSC MAY - 2020 
DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 11 

www.iasgatewayy.com 
 

Explanation: 

 Scheme of Fund for Upgradation and 

Regeneration of Traditional Industries 

(SFURTI): 

 Launched by the Ministry of Micro, Small 

& Medium Enterprises in 2005-2006. 

 Objectives of the Scheme: 

 To organize the traditional industries and 

artisans into clusters to make them 

competitive and provide support for their 

long term sustainability and sustained 

employment. 

 To enhance marketability of products of 

such clusters. 

 To improve the skill and capabilities of 

traditional artisans through training and 

exposure visits. 

 To strengthen the cluster governance 

systems with the active participation of the 

stakeholders. 

 To tap E-Commerce as a major marketing 

channel. 

Three Types of Clusters 

1. Heritage clusters (1001 to 2500 artisans) 

2. Major clusters (501 – 1000 artisans) 

3. Mini clusters (Up to 500 artisans) 

 Implementing Agencies: NGOs, 

institutions of the Central and State 

Governments, semi-Government 

institutions, Panchayati Raj institutions 

(PRIs), Private sector, Corporates and 

corporate Responsibility (CSR) 

foundations with expertise to undertake 

cluster development. 

 

9. Consider the following statements regarding  

‘Island Development Agency (IDA)’: 

1. It develops World Heritage activities in 

Small Island Developing States, providing 

support for new nominations to the 

UNESCO’s World Heritage List, and 

sustainable conservation and management 

practices for sites already inscribed. 

2. The Agency was constituted at the UN 

Conference on Environment and 

Development in 1992. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

Island Development Agency: 

 Initiative of the Central Government under 

the chairmanship of Minister of Home 

Affairs. 

 Established in 2017 - for the purpose of 

sustainable development of Islands with 

people’s participation – to oversee the 

comprehensive development of Islands. 

 Mandated NITI Aayog to steer Holistic 

Development of Islands program 
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 Development Plans – prepared and 

implemented in four islands of Andaman & 

Nicobar and five islands of Lakshadweep 

in the first phase focus on creation of jobs 

for the islanders through tourism 

promotion and export of seafood and 

coconut based products 

 Infrastructure development – Improving 

air, sea and digital connectivity – setting up 

of IT based and MSME enterprises – with 

incentives through LANIDS scheme. 

 

10. Consider the following statements regarding 

the ‘Shanghai Cooperation Organisation.’ 

1. It is an intergovernmental international 

organization with its secretariat based in 

Shanghai. 

2. It comprises eight-member states with 

latest additions being India and Pakistan. 

3. It has observer status in UN General 

Assembly. 

4. Russian and Chinese languages are the 

official working languages of the SCO. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 

 

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation: 

 A permanent intergovernmental 

international organisation - Announced in 

2001 in Shanghai (China) 

 Heads of State Council (HSC) is the highest 

decision-making body in the SCO. 

 The Charter of the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organisation was signed at the St. 

Petersburg Summit of the Heads of State of 

the SCO in June 2002 and entered into 

force on 19 September 2003. 

HQ - Beijing 

 In Astana summit of 2017, India and 

Pakistan were given full membership, 

raising total membership to eight. 

 SCO has observer status in the UN General 

Assembly since 2005. 

 The Organisation has two permanent 

bodies — the Secretariat in Beijing (China) 

and the Regional Anti- Terrorist Structure 

(RATS) in Tashkent 

 SCO Business Council – founded in 2006 – 

HQ in Moscow. 
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1. Consider the following statements regarding  

1. E-Kuber is the core banking solution of the 

State Bank of India, which provides a 

single current account for all its branches 

across the country. 

2. eB-kray is an e-auction platform, which 

provides single-window access to 

information on properties up for e-auction 

by the Public Sector Banks. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

e-Kuber: 

 The core banking solution of the Reserve 

Bank of India. 

 Provides a single current account for each 

bank across the country, with decentralised 

access to this account from anywhere-

anytime. 

eBKray: 

 An e-auction platform launched by the 

Ministry of Finance. 

 Purpose: To enable online auction of 

attached assets by Public Sector Banks. 

What is Core Banking Solutions (CBS): 

 A network of branches of a bank, which 

enables bank to offer a multitude of 

customer-centric services on a 24x7 basis 

from a Single Location. 

 Customers can access their Accounts from 

any branch, anywhere, Irrespective of 

where they have Physically Opened their 

Accounts. 

 

2. Global Climate Risk Index is published by: 

(a) United Nations Environment Programme 

(b) UN Habitat 

(c) Germanwatch 

(d) Maplecroft 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

Global Climate Risk Index: 

 Published by Germanwatch. 

 Analysis on the impacts of extreme weather 

events and associated socio-economic data. 

 Published once in a year. 

 Purpose: to contextualize ongoing climate 

policy debates – especially the 

international climate negotiations – looking 

at real-world impacts over the last year and 

the last 20 years. 

 

3. Consider the following statements with 

reference to “Integrated Road Accident 

Database (IRAD)”: 

1. It is an Internet-based central accident 

database management system. 

2. It is developed by National Highways 

Authority of India. 
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Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

Integrated Road Accident Database 

(IRAD): 

 A central accident database management 

system 

 Objective: To analyse causes of road 

crashes and helps in devising safety 

interventions to reduce such accidents in 

the country 

 Developed by Indian Institute of 

Technology, Madras Will be implemented 

by National Informatics Centre (NIC) 

Supported by the world Bank 

 Aims to develop and implement ‘data-led’ 

road safety interventions in order to reduce 

the road accidents 

 This system shall be first launched in the 

Six States: Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, 

Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu and 

Uttar Pradesh. 

 

4. “Project REPLAN”, sometimes seen in news, 

is related to 

(a) New technology for soft landing on moon 

(b) To reduce the plastic wastes in nature 

(c) Safe Recovery of crew module in case of 

any exigency before launch in human 

spaceflight program 

(d) Introduction of African Cheetah in Indian 

forests. 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

 Project REPLAN - “REducing PLAstic in 

Nature” 

 By the Khadi and Village Industries 

Commission (KVIC) 

 Objective: To Reduce the plastic wastes in 

Nature 

 By Manufacturing of plastic-mixed 

handmade paper carry bags in the ratio of 

80 % (Pulp) and 20% (Plastic Waste). 

 
 

5. Consider the following statements: 

1. Right to internet is a fundamental right 

included in the freedom of expression 

under Article 19 of the Indian Constitution. 

2. Suspension of internet services indefinitely 

is also a violation of telecom rules and this 

right cannot be restricted on any 

circumstances. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 
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Explanation: 

 The SC on Anuradha Bhasin case has said 

that all restrictive orders under Section 144 

of CrPC and suspension of internet services 

in Jammu and Kashmir have to be 

reviewed. 

 The verdict has laid down a framework of 

how the Internet can be suspended, and 

what rights and legal recourses a citizen has 

when it is suspended. 

 Right to internet is a fundamental right 

(subject to reasonable restrictions) included 

in the freedom of expression under Article 

19 of the Indian Constitution. So, statement 

1 is correct. 

 Restrictions on fundamental rights could 

not be in exercise of arbitrary powers. 

These freedoms could only be restricted as 

a last resort if “relevant factors” have been 

considered and no other options are there. 

 Any order passed to restrict or suspend 

judicial scrutiny will be subject to judicial 

scrutiny. 

 Suspension of internet services indefinitely 

is also a violation of telecom rules. 

However it is subjected to reasonable 

restrictions. So, statement 2 is not correct. 
 

 

6. Consider the following statements: 

1. Article 142 of the Constitution enables 

apex court to make any order as is 

necessary for doing complete justice in any 

cause or matter pending before it. 

2. Being a superior court of record, it is for the 

Supreme Court to consider whether any 

matter falls within its jurisdiction or not. 

Which of the statement(s) is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

 Both the statements are correct regarding 

the Supreme Court. 

 
 

 

7. When a women is barred to enter her religious 

place to worship as her will, which of the 

following right is not violated? 

(a) Article 14 

(b) Article 15 

(c) Article 21 

(d) Article 21 A 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

 When a woman is barred to enter her 

religious place to worship as her will then 

that act of prohibition is void and 

unconstitutional as such practices are not 

only repugnant to the basic dignity of a 

woman as an individual but also violative 

of the fundamental rights guaranteed under 

Articles 14, 15, 21 and 25 of the 

Constitution. 

 Article 21 A deals with Right to Education. 
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8. In context to Toda Embroidery, consider the 

following: 

1. It is called pohor in the Toda language. 

2. It has distinctive red and black thread work 

in geometric designs on unbleached white 

cotton fabric. 

3. It has got Geographical Indications (GI) 

Tag status. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Toda Embroidery: 

 It is called pohor in the Toda language 

 The traditional Toda dress is a distinctive 

shawl which is called putukuli. 

 It is considered a grand garment, it is only 

worn for special occasions like visits to the 

temple, festivals and finally as a shroud. 

 It is done by Toda women and has 

distinctive red and black (and occasionally 

blue) thread work in geometric designs on 

unbleached white cotton fabric. 

 It has got a Geographical Indications (GI) 

Tag. 

About Toda Tribe  

 It is a pastoral tribe of the Nilgiri Hills of 

southern India. 

 They speak Toda language, which is 

Dravidian but is the most unusual and 

different among the languages belonging to 

the Dravidian family. 

 They live in settlements of from three to 

seven small thatched houses. 

 They traditionally trade dairy products, as 

well as cane and bamboo articles, with the 

other Nilgiri peoples. 

 

9. Consider the following, with regard to 

Maharana Pratap: 

1. He is also known as Rana Pratap Singh  

2. He was the 13th King of Mewar and was 

the eldest son of Udai Singh II 

3. He built a new capital, Chavand, near 

modern Dungarpur. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Maharana Pratap: 

 He is also known as Rana Pratap Singh was 

born on May 9th 1540 in Kumbhalgarh, 

Rajasthan. 

 He was the 13th King of Mewar and was the 

eldest son of Udai Singh II 
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 The Maharana Udai Singh II ruled the 

kingdom of Mewar, with his capital at 

Chittor. 

 The Udai Singh II was also a founder of the 

city of Udaipur (Rajasthan). 

 The Battle of Haldighati, was fought in 

1576 between Rana Pratap Singh of Mewar 

and Raja Man Singh of Amber who was the 

general of the Mughal emperor Akbar. 

 It is said that Maharana Pratap’s loyal horse 

named Chetak, gave up his life as the 

Maharana was leaving the battlefield. 

 After 1579 when the Mughal pressure 

relaxed over Mewar and Pratap recovered 

Western Mewar including Kumbhalgarh, 

Udaipur and Gogunda. 

 During this period, he also built a new 

capital, Chavand, near modern Dungarpur. 

 

10. With reference to Lipulekh Pass, consider the 

following: 

1. It is also known as Lipu-Lekh Pass/Qiangla  

2. It is an International mountain pass 

between India, China and Nepal. 

3. It is a high-altitude mountain pass situated 

in the western Himalayas. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Kali River: 

 It is also known as Sharda river or Kali 

Ganga in Uttarakhand. 

 It joins Ghagra river in Uttar Pradesh, 

which is a tributary of Ganga. 

 Its river projects are Tanakpur hydro-

electric project, Chameliya hydro-electric 

project, Sharda Barrage. 

About Lipulekh Pass: 

 It is also known as Lipu-Lekh Pass/Qiangla 

or Tri-Corner is a high altitude mountain 

pass situated in the western Himalayas with 

a height of 5,334 metre or 17,500 feet. 

 It is an International mountain pass 

between India, China and Nepal. 
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1. Consider the following statements about 

Kanha National Park and Tiger Reserve 

(KNPTR): 

1. It is situated on the hills of Aravali hills. 

2. It is the only place in the world where the 

Barasingha species exists. 

3. It is the largest National Park in Central 

India. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

• Kanha National Park is one of the tiger 

reserves of India and the largest national 

park of Madhya Pradesh. Kanha area was 

divided into two sanctuaries, Hallon and 

Banjar. 

• KNPTR is on the Maikal range of the 

Satpura hills, and is spread over an area of 

940 square kilometres between Mandla and 

Balaghat districts of Madhya Pradesh. 

• It was created in June 1955 and was made 

the Kanha Tiger Reserve in 1973. 

• The park has a significant population of 

Bengal tiger, Indian leopards, sloth bear, 

barasingha and Indian wild dog. 

• It is the largest National Park in Central 

India. The park had inspired Rudyard 

Kipling for his famous novel Jungle Book. 

• Kanha is the first tiger reserve in India to 

officially introduce a mascot named 

• Bhoorsinghthe Barasingha, to create a 

better connect with its visitors. 

• The Kanha tiger reserve is the only place in 

the world where the Barasingha species 

exists. 

 

2. Consider the following statements about 

Reciprocal Trade Agreements (RTAs): 

1. In RTA, nations grant equally 

advantageous trade concessions to each 

other. 

2. The RTA includes preferential 

arrangements. 

3. Free Trade Agreements does not come 

under RTA. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: a) 

• RTA is an international commercial treaty 

in which two or more nations grant equally 

advantageous trade concessions to each 

other. It usually refers to treaties dealing 

with tariffs. 

• For example, one nation may grant another 

a special schedule of tariff concessions in 

return for equivalent advantages. 

• Countries use bilateral/regional trade 

agreements to increase market access and 

expand trade in foreign markets. Because 

members grant special advantages to each 
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other, these agreements are called 

reciprocal trade agreements (RTAs). 

• RTAs include many types of agreements, 

such as preferential arrangements, free 

trade agreements, customs unions, and 

common markets, in which members agree 

to open their markets to each other’s 

exports by lowering trade barriers. 

• They have become an increasingly 

prominent feature of the multilateral 

trading system, because of stalled global 

negotiations taking place under the World 

Trade Organization (WTO). 

• Model results estimate that RTA 

membership boosts agricultural trade 

between member countries, on average, 

between 34 and 93 percent in the long run. 

• The expansion of trade between RTA 

members typically comes at the expense of 

trade with non-member countries. 

• Empirical results show that agricultural 

trade falls, on average, between 26 and 46 

percent in the long run between two 

countries when one of them does not 

belong to an RTA to which the other is a 

member. 

• The trade impacts of RTAs grow as 

producers and consumers adjust to policy-

induced changes in market structure and as 

the implementing provisions of these 

agreements are phased in. 

 

3. Recently, the government of India launched 

the ‘6x6x 6 strategy’ to fight which of the 

following disease? 

(a) Anaemia 

(b) Tuberculosis 

(c) HIV 

(d) Diabetes 

Answer: a) 

• The Government of India has launched the 

Anemia Mukt Bharat (AMB) strategy 

under the Prime Minister’s Overarching 

Scheme for Holistic Nourishment 

(POSHAN) Abhiyaan. 

• The 6x6x6 strategy under AMB implies six 

age groups, six interventions and six 

institutional mechanisms. 

• The strategy focuses on ensuring supply 

chain, demand generation and strong 

monitoring using the dashboard for 

addressing anaemia, both due to nutritional 

and non-nutritional causes. 
 

 

 

 

4. Which of the following organizations has 

launched a global coalition named as United 

for Biodiversity? 

(a) United Nations 

(b) European Commission 

(c) Arctic Council 

(d) World Economic Forum 

Answer: b) 

• As part of the 2020 global World Wildlife 

Day celebrations, the European 

Commission launched a new global 
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coalition for biodiversity: United For 

Biodiversity at the iconic 

• Oceanographic Museum of Monaco. 

• The objective is calling for stronger 

mobilization to protect biodiversity ahead 

of the 15th meeting of the Conference of 

the Parties (CoP15) to the Convention on 

Biological Diversity (CBD) in October 

2020. 

• The coalition is made up of all national 

parks, aquariums, botanic gardens, zoos, 

science and natural history museums to 

join forces and boost public awareness 

about the nature crisis. 

• United for Biodiversity complements the 

highly successful World Aquariums 

#ReadyToChange to #BeatPlasticPollution 

Coalition launched in 2017. 

 

5. Global Nutrition Report 2020 is released by 

(a) WHO 

(b) UNICEF 

(c) UNGA 

(d) None 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• This report has been produced by the 

Independent Expert Group of the Global 

Nutrition Report, supported by the Global 

Nutrition Report Stakeholder Group. 

• The Global Nutrition Report was 

conceived following the first Nutrition for 

Growth Initiative Summit (N4G) in 2013. 

The first report was published in 2014. 

• The Global Nutrition Report acts as a report 

card on the world’s nutrition—globally, 

regionally, and country by country—and 

on efforts to improve it. 

• It assesses progress in meeting Global 

Nutrition Targets established by the World 

Health Assembly. 

• The World Health Organization (WHO) is 

a Global Nutrition Report Partner. 
 

6. Consider the following statements: 

1. Police Research and Advisory Council was 

replaced by the Bureau of Police Research 

and Development (BPR&D), with the 

primary objective of modernization of 

police force. 

2. Recently Ministry of Home Affairs merged 

National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) 

with the Bureau of Police Research and 

Development (BPR&D). 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

• The Government of India established the 

Bureau of Police Research and 
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Development (BPR&D), under the 

Ministry of Home Affairs in 1970s. 

• It replaced Police Research and Advisory 

Council (1966), with the primary objective 

of modernization of police force. So, 

statement 1 is correct. 

• In 1995 Government of India decided to 

entrust issues relating to Correctional 

Administration Work to the BPR&D. 

• Thereby BPR&D has to ensure the 

implementation of prison reforms as well. 

• The Government of India further decided to 

create National Police Mission under the 

administrative control of BPR&D to 

transform the police forces in the country. 

• Ministry of Home Affairs de-merged 

National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) 

with the Bureau of Police Research and 

Development (BPR&D) in the year 2018. 

So, statement 2 is not correct. 

 

7. With respect to the Spirulina groundnut 

Chikki, consider the following statements: 

1. It was developed by Mysuru-based Central 

Food Technological Research Institute 

(CFTRI). 

2. It can provide micro-nutrients and boost 

immunity of people during the time of 

pandemic. 

3. Spirulina is a biomass of cyanobacteria 

(blue-green algae) that can be consumed by 

humans and toxic to animals. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

not correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• It was developed by Mysuru-based Central 

Food Technological Research Institute 

(CFTRI). So, statement 1 is correct. 

• It can provide micro-nutrients and boost 

immunity of people during the time of 

pandemic. So, statement 2 is correct. 

• Spirulina is a biomass of cyanobacteria 

(blue-green algae) that can be consumed by 

humans and animals. So, statement 3 is not 

correct. 
 

8. In context to Sohrai Khovar Painting, consider 

the following: 

1. It is a traditional and ritualistic mural art 

being practised by local tribal women in the 

area of Hazaribagh district, Jharkhand. 

2. It is traditionally painted on the walls of 

mud houses, they are now seen on other 

surfaces, too. 

3. Its style features a profusion of lines, dots, 

animal figures and plants, often 

representing religious iconography. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 
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(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• It is a traditional and ritualistic mural art 

being practised by local tribal women in the 

area of Hazaribagh district of Jharkhand. 

• It is primarily being practised only in the 

district of Hazaribagh. However, in recent 

years, for promotional purposes, it has been 

seen in other parts of Jharkhand. 

• It is prepared during local harvest and 

marriage seasons using local, naturally 

available soils of different colours in the 

area. 

• It is traditionally painted on the walls of 

mud houses, they are now seen on other 

surfaces, too. 

• Its style features a profusion of lines, dots, 

animal figures and plants, often 

representing religious iconography. 

 

9. Consider the following, with regard to Telia 

Rumal which has recently got GI-Tag status: 

1. In Nizam’s dynasty, the officers working in 

the court would wear the Chituki Telia 

Rumal.  

2. It involves variety of designs and motifs in 

three particular colours — red, black and 

white. 

3. It can only be created using the traditional 

handloom process  

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• It involves intricate handmade work with 

cotton loom displaying a variety of designs 

and motifs in three particular colours — 

red, black and white. 

• It can only be created using the traditional 

handloom process and not by any other 

mechanical means as otherwise, the very 

quality of the Rumal would be lost. 

• In Nizam’s dynasty, the officers working in 

the court would wear the Chituki Telia 

Rumal as a symbolic representation of 

status. 

• It was worn as a veil by princesses at the 

erstwhile court of the Nizam of Hyderabad, 

and as a turban cloth by Arabs in the 

Middle East. 

 

10. With reference to Agricultural Produce Market 

Committee, consider the following: 

1. It is a statutory market committee, in 

respect of trade in certain notified 

agricultural or horticultural or livestock 

products. 
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2. It is set up under the Agricultural Produce 

Market Committee Act issued by that state 

government. 

Which of the statements give above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• About Agricultural Produce Market 

Committee 

• It is a statutory market committee 

constituted by a State Government in 

respect of trade in certain notified 

agricultural or horticultural or livestock 

products. 

• It is set up under the Agricultural Produce 

Market Committee Act issued by that state 

government. 

• Its main objectives include  

• Ensure transparency in pricing systems and 

transactions taking place in the market area. 

• Provide market-led extension services to 

farmers. 

• Ensure payment for agricultural produce 

sold by farmers on the same day. 

• Promote agricultural processing including 

activities for value addition in agricultural 

produce. 

• Setup and promote public private 

partnership in the management of 

agricultural markets, etc 
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1. With reference to Direct Seeding of Rice 

(DSR), consider the following: 

1. It has no nursery preparation or 

transplantation. 

2. The seeds are directly drilled into the field. 

3. The seedlings are then uprooted and 

replanted 25-35 days later in the main field. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

About Conventional Transplanting: 

• The farmers prepare nurseries where the 

paddy seeds are first sown and raised into 

young plants. 

• These seedlings are then uprooted and 

replanted 25-35 days later in the main field. 

• It is transplanted on fields that are 

“puddled” or tilled in standing water using 

tractor-drawn disc harrows. 

Direct Seeding of Rice (DSR): 

• There is no nursery preparation or 

transplantation. The seeds are instead 

directly drilled into the field by a tractor-

powered machine. 

• Conventionally the water act as a herbicide 

for paddy but in DSR, water is replaced by 

real chemical herbicides. Farmers have to 

only level their land and give one pre-

sowing irrigation or rauni. 

• Once the field has good soil moisture, they 

need to do two rounds of ploughing and 

planking (smoothening of soil surface), 

which is followed by the sowing of the 

seeds and spraying of herbicides. 

Advantages of DSR: 

• The most important one is water savings. 

The first irrigation (apart from the pre-

sowing rauni) under DSR is necessary only 

21 days after sowing. 

• It is unlike in transplanted paddy, where 

watering has to be done practically daily to 

ensure submerged/flooded conditions in 

the first three weeks. 

• It saves more number of working labours, 

which about three labourers are required to 

transplant one acre of paddy at almost Rs 

2,400 per acre. 

• Here, the cost of herbicides under DSR will 

not exceed Rs 2,000 per acre. 

Disadvantages of DSR: 

• The main issue is the availability of 

herbicides. 

• The seed requirement for DSR is also 

higher, at 8-10 kg/acre, compared to 4-5 kg 

in transplanting. 

• The laser land levelling, which costs Rs 

1,000/acre, is compulsory in DSR. This is 

not so in transplanting. 
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• Here, the yields are as good as from normal 

transplanting, but one need to sow by the 

first fortnight of June. The plants have to 

come out properly before the monsoon 

rains arrive. 

• In transplanting there is no such problem, 

where the saplings have already been raised 

in the nursery. 

 

2. In context to Fluorometer device which is 

recently seen in news, consider the following: 

1. It is used to identify the presence and the 

amount of specific molecules in a medium. 

2. It can be used to detect biomolecules and 

proteins using the copper nanoparticles. 

3. It can also be modified to detect other 

substances such as lead and mercury. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Fluorometer Device:  

• It is a device used to measure parameters of 

visible spectrum fluorescence i.e. intensity 

and wavelength. 

• It is used to identify the presence and the 

amount of specific molecules in a medium. 

• It can be used to detect biomolecules and 

proteins using the copper nanoparticles. 

• It can also be modified to detect other 

substances such as lead and mercury. 

• It can also be deployed as a screening tool 

for environmental and food quality testing. 

• India is the world’s largest producer and 

consumer of milk. 

• It will able to detect up to 0.1 parts per 

million (ppm) of melamine in water and 

milk, which is much lower than the 

acceptable limit of 1 ppm. 

Functioning: 

• The Copper nanoparticles are added to the 

specified DNA (double stranded) template 

of the milk and the sample is tested using 

the fluorometer. 

• It is observed that the presence of melamine 

in the sample disrupted the synthesis of 

copper nanoparticles on double stranded 

DNA and caused a reduction in the 

intensity of fluorescence, which was 

detected by the fluorometer. 

• These nanoparticles possess a property 

called fluorescence in which a material 

emits light of a different wavelength 

(colour) when a particular wavelength of 

light falls on it. 

Melamine 

• It is an organic base chemical most 

commonly found in the form of white 

crystals rich in nitrogen. 

• It is widely used in plastics, adhesives, 

countertops, dishware, whiteboards. 
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3. Consider the following, with regard to 

Melamine: 

1. It is an organic base chemical most 

commonly found in the form of white 

crystals rich in nitrogen. 

2. It is widely used in plastics, adhesives, 

countertops, dishware, whiteboards. 

3. It can lead to kidney-related diseases and 

also kidney failure. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• Melamine is an organic base chemical most 

commonly found in the form of white 

crystals rich in nitrogen. 

• It is widely used in plastics, adhesives, 

countertops, dishware, whiteboards. 

Used as Adulterate:  

• To increase milk volume, water is added, as 

a result of this dilution the milk has a lower 

protein concentration. 

• Companies normally check the protein 

level through a test measuring nitrogen 

content. 

• The addition of melamine increases the 

nitrogen content of the milk and therefore 

its apparent protein content. 

• Melamine poisoning can lead to kidney-

related diseases and also kidney failure. 

 

4. India and Chinese troops recently had a face 

off at the Naku La sector. It is located in which 

of the following state/UT? 

(a) Sikkim 

(b) Ladakh 

(c) Arunachal Pradesh 

(d) Jammu & Kashmir 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

• Naku La sector is a pass at a height of more 

than 5,000 metres above Mean Sea Level 

(MSL) in the state of Sikkim. 

• It is located ahead of Muguthang or Cho 

Lhamu (source of River Teesta). 

• The other passes located in the state of 

Sikkim are Nathu La Pass and Jelep La 

Pass. 

 

5. Consider the following statements: 

1. APMC is a statutory market committee 

constituted by a Central Government in 

respect of trade in certain notified 

agricultural or horticultural or livestock 

products, under the Agricultural Produce 

Market Committee Act. 

2. Agriculture is placed in the Concurrent List 

under the VII Schedule of the constitution. 

3. The Gujarat government recently 

promulgated an Ordinance expanding the 

purview of the Act to include livestock 
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under agricultural produce and to provide 

better market access to farmers. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• APMC is a statutory market committee 

constituted by a State Government in 

respect of trade in certain notified 

agricultural or horticultural or livestock 

products, under the Agricultural Produce 

Market Committee Act issued by that state 

government. So, statement 1 is not correct. 

• Agriculture is placed in the State List under 

the VII Schedule of the constitution. So, 

statement 2 is not correct. 

• Following the Centre’s directive to States 

to amend their Agricultural Produce 

Markets (APMC) Acts, the Gujarat 

government has promulgated an Ordinance 

expanding the purview of the Act to include 

livestock under agricultural produce and to 

provide better market access to farmers. So, 

statement 3 is correct. 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Consider the following Pairs: 

     Pass                   State/UT 

1. Nathu La        -     Sikkim 

2. Rohtang La     -      Himachal Pradesh 

3. Zoji La            -     Jammu & Kashmir 

Which of the pairs given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

• Zoji La pass in present in the UT of 

Ladakh. 

 

7. Consider the following statements regarding 

the ‘Raisina Dialogue’. 

1. It is India’s flagship geopolitical and 

geostrategic conference. 

2. It is held at biennial intervals. 

3. The first edition of Raisina Dialogue was 

held in the year 2016. 

4. The theme of the dialogue this year is “21 

@ 20 Navigating the Alpha Century.” 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 3 and 4 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 
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Raisina Dialogue: 

• India’s flagship global Conference 

engaging with geopolitics and geo-

economics. 

• Committed to address the most challenging 

issues facing the global community. 

• Involves participation of heads of state, 

cabinet ministers and local government 

officials, as well as major private sector 

executives, members of the media and 

academics. 

• Hosted in New Delhi every year by the 

Observer Research Foundation (ORF) in 

collaboration with the Union Ministry of 

External Affairs. 

• First edition – 2016, then held in annual 

intervals, fifth edition in 2020. 

• The theme of Raisina 2020 is 21 @ 20 

Navigating the Alpha Century. 

 

8. Consider the following Countries: 

1. Russia 

2. Armenia 

3. Kazakhstan 

4. 4. Kyrgyzstan 

5. Uzbekistan 

6. Ukraine 

Which of the countries given above is/are 

member states of Eurasian Economic Union 

(EAEU)? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 

(c) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU): 

• An international organization for regional 

economic integration comprises countries 

located in northern Eurasia 

• Established by the “Treaty on the Eurasian 

Economic Union” – signed: 2014 – came in 

to force: 1st Jan 2015. 

• Founding members - The Republic of 

Belarus, the Republic of Kazakhstan and 

the Russian Federation 

• Member states - The Republic of Armenia, 

the Republic of Belarus, the Republic of 

Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic and the 

Russian Federation. 

• The EAEU provides for free movement of 

goods, services, capital and labour between 

the member states. 

 

9. Consider the following statements with 

reference to ‘Hormuz Peace Initiative’: 

1. It is an initiative led by United States of 

America. 

2. Strait of Hormuz connects the Persian Gulf 

with the Gulf of Aden. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• ‘Hormuz Peace Initiative’: Proposed by 

Iran, led by Iran for intra-regional security 

arrangement for security of Strait of 

Hormuz. 

• Hormuz Strait connects Gulf of Oman with 

Persian Gulf.\ 

 

10. In which of the following state(s), both the 

eastern and western Dedicated Freight 

Corridors pass through? 

1. Uttar Pradesh 

2. Punjab 

3. Haryana 

4. Bihar 

5. Rajasthan 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below. 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 1 and 3 

(c) 1, 2 and 5 

(d) 1, 3 and 4 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

Dedicated Freight Corridors (DFCs):  

• Railway corridors under construction in 

India by Indian Railways to enable the 

smooth transport of cargoes from and to the 

hinterland. 

• Western Dedicated Freight Corridor 

• Distance of 1504 km 

• From JNPT to Dadri via Vadodara-

Ahmedabad- Palanpur-Phulera-Rewari 

• Passes through 5 states –Maharashtra, 

Gujarat, Rajasthan, Haryana, U.P. 

• Eastern Dedicated Freight Corridor 

• Route length of 1856 km 

• From Ludhiana in Punjab to Dankuni in 

West Bengal 

• Passes through 6 states – Punjab, Haryana, 

U.P, Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal. 
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1. Consider the following statements: 

1. A person can be named a Fugitive 

Economic offender if there is an arrest 

warrant against him or her for involvement 

in economic offences involving at least Rs. 

100 crore or more and has fled from India 

to escape Legal Action. 

2. The Fugitive Economic Offenders Act, 

2018 seeks to confiscate properties of 

economic offenders who have left the 

country to avoid facing criminal 

prosecution. 

3. Offences involving amounts of Rs. 100 

crore or more only fall under the purview 

of this law. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• A person can be named an offender under 

this law if there is an arrest warrant against 

him or her for committing any offence 

listed in the schedule of the act and for 

involvement in economic offences 

involving at least Rs. 100 crore or more and 

has fled from India to escape Legal Action. 

• Major criteria that have to be satisfied are: 

• The Person has left the country to avoid 

facing prosecution. 

• He refuses to return to India to face 

prosecution. 

• The Fugitive Economic Offenders Act, 

2018 seeks to confiscate properties of 

economic offenders who have left the 

country to avoid facing criminal 

prosecution. 

• Offences involving amounts of Rs. 100 

crore or more fall under the purview of this 

law. 

• Some of the offences listed in the schedule 

of the bill are-counterfeiting government 

stamps or currency, cheque dishonour for 

insufficiency of funds, money laundering, 

transactions defrauding creditors etc. 

• So all the three statements are correct. 

 

2. ‘Two state solution’, sometimes seen in news 

is related to which of the following countries? 

(a) India and Pakistan 

(b) Israel and Palestine 

(c) China and Taiwan 

(d) North and South Korea 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• The “two-state solution” is based on a UN 

resolution of 1947 which proposed two 

states – one would be a state where Zionist 

Jews constituted a majority, the other 

where the Palestinian Arabs would be a 

majority of the population. 
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3. Israel is bordered by which of the following 

sea(s)? 

1. Mediterranean Sea 

2. Red Sea 

3. Sea of Galilee 

4. Dead Sea 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

• Israel is bordered by Mediterranean Sea 

only. Sea of Galilee is a fresh water lake in 

Israel and Dead Sea is a salt lake in Israel 

• Mediterranean Sea is in the West of Israel.  

• Red Sea bordering countries are Djibouti, 

Eritrea, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Egypt and 

Yemen. 

 

4. Which of the following Index are released by 

World Economic Forum? 

1. Global Risk Report 

2. Energy Transition Index 

3. Global Travel and Tourism Report 

4. Global IT Report 

Select the correct answer using the codes given 

below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About World Economic Forum: 

• It is a Swiss non-profit foundation 

established in 1971, based in Geneva, 

Switzerland. 

• It is recognized by the Swiss authorities as 

the international institution for public-

private cooperation, its mission is cited as, 

"committed to improving the state of the 

world by engaging business, political, 

academic, and other leaders of society to 

shape global, regional, and industry 

agendas". 

• The Major reports published by WEF are 

Global Competitiveness Report, Global IT 

Report, Global Gender Gap Report, Global 

Risk Report, Global Travel and Tourism 

Report. 

 

5. In context to National Biomedical Resource 

Indigenization Consortium, consider the 

following: 

1. It is a Public Private Partnership (PPP) 

hosted and led by the Centre for Cellular 

and Molecular Platforms (C-CAMP). 

2. It is a ‘Make in India’ initiative for 

biomedical research and innovative 

products, towards promoting import 

substitution and exports. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 
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(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

About National Biomedical Resource 

Indigenization Consortium: 

• It is a Public Private Partnership (PPP) 

hosted and led by the Centre for Cellular 

and Molecular Platforms (C-CAMP). 

• It is a ‘Make in India’ initiative for 

biomedical research and innovative 

products, towards promoting import 

substitution and exports. 

• It aims to establish a nation-wide 

collaborative platform for convergence of 

research, product resources and services 

towards developing reagents, diagnostics, 

vaccines, and therapeutics across India. 

• It identifies manufacturing enterprises of 

crucial bio-medical resources and connects 

them with policy makers as well as with 

other stakeholders from public and private 

sectors. 

About Centre for Cellular and Molecular 

Platforms: 

• It is one of the centers for technology-based 

innovation and entrepreneurship in the 

field of life sciences under the Department 

of Biotechnology (DBT). 

 

• It intends to develop state-of-the-art 

technologies and to provide training on 

these technologies to academia and 

industry. 

 

 

 

6. With reference to Integrated Battle Groups 

(IBGs), consider the following: 

1. It will be headed by Major General. 

2. They will mobilise within 12-48 hrs based 

on the location. 

3. They are brigade-sized, which can swiftly 

launch strikes against adversary in case of 

hostilities. 

Which of the statement given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Integrated Battle Groups (IBGs): 

• They are brigade-sized, agile, self-

sufficient combat formations, which can 

swiftly launch strikes against adversary in 

case of hostilities. 

• Every IBG will be tailor-made based on 

Threat, Terrain and Task and resources will 

be allotted based on the three Ts. 

• Each IBG will be headed by Major 

General. They will be able to mobilise 

within 12-48 hrs based on the location. 
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• They are operating in a desert need to be 

constituted differently from an IBG 

operating in the mountains. 

• They will also be defensive and offensive. 

While the offensive IBGs would quickly 

mobilise and make thrust into enemy 

territory for strikes, defensive IBGs would 

hold ground at vulnerable points or where 

enemy action is expected. The composition 

of the IBGs would also depend on this. 

• It is one of the major reorganization plans 

of the Indian Army with the aim of 

enhancing command efficiency and the 

capacities for rapid response and 

coordinated operations. 

 

7. Consider the following statements regarding 

Atal Bhujal Yojana: 

1. It is a central sector scheme. 

2. The scheme is to be implemented for a 

three year period from 2020-21 to 2022-23. 

3. One of the components is incentivizing the 

States for achievements in improved 

groundwater management practices. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) 3 only 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

 

Atal Bhujal Yojana: 

• To address the criticality of ground water 

resources 

• To improve ground water management in 

priority areas through community 

participation 

• Identified districts: 78 districts - Gujarat, 

Haryana, Karnataka, M. P., Maharashtra, 

Rajasthan & Uttar Pradesh 

• To promote panchayat-led ground water 

management and behavioural change with 

primary focus on demand side 

management. 

• To be implemented for a 5-year period - 

2020-21 to 2024-25 

• A Central Sector Scheme – Total outlay – 

Rs. 6000 Crores - 50% support from World 

Bank through loans. 

Two Components: 

1. Institutional Strengthening and Capacity 

Building Component 

2. Incentive Component for incentivizing the 

States for achievements in improved 

groundwater management practices 

 

8. Consider the following statements regarding 

Pradhan Mantri Rojgar Protsahan Yojana 

(PMRPY): 

1. The scheme provides financial support for 

the eligible employees for being rendered 

unemployed. 

2. It is targeted for employees earning wages 

less than or equal to Rs 15,000/- per month. 
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Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

Pradhan Mantri Rojgar Protsahan Yojana 

(PMRPY): 

Aim:  

• To incentivise employers for generation of 

new employment. 

• Government of India will pay the full 

employer's contribution towards Employee 

Pension Scheme (EPS) and Employees' 

Provident Fund (EPF): for the first three 

years of their employment. 

• Implemented by the Ministry of Labour & 

Employment. 

Benefits: 

• The employer is incentivised for increasing 

the employment base of workers in the 

establishment. 

• A large number of workers will find jobs 

and they will have access to social security 

benefits of the organized sector. 

Eligibility Criteria:  

• All establishments registered with 

Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation 

(EPFO), subject to: 

• Registered establishments should have a 

Labour Identification Number (LIN) 

allotted to them under the Shram Suvidha 

Portal. 

• Eligible employer must have added new 

employees to his establishment. 

• New Employee must have an Aadhaar 

seeded Universal Account Number 

• It targets employees earning wages less 

than or equal to Rs. 15, 000 per month. 
 

9. Recently, NASA’s Transiting Exoplanet 

Survey Satellite (TESS) has discovered the 

‘TOI 700 d’. It is: 

(a) A double-asteroid system in the Solar 

system. 

(b) A Sun-like star in another galaxy. 

(c) An exo-planet in the habitable zone of its 

star 

(d) An interstellar object found in our Solar 

system. 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• TOI 700: A small, cool M- type dwarf star, 

located just over 100 light-years away in 

the Southern constellation Dorado. 

• It is roughly 40% of the Sun’s mass and 

size and about half its surface temperature 

- This star has 3 planets – TOI 700 b, TOI 

700 c, TOI 700 d 

• TOI 700 d: The only planet in the habitable 

zone of TOI 700 star. All of the planets are 

thought to be tidally locked to their star. 

• Habitable zone or Goldilocks zone of a 

planet: The area around its star where it is 
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not too hot and not too cold for liquid water 

to exist on the surface. 

 

10. “SnowEx”, sometimes seen in news is related 

to, 

(e) A program to conserve the snow Leopard 

population in the High-Altitude Himalayas. 

(f) An Arctic research expedition using the 

research vessel Polarstern. 

(g) Securing livelihoods, conservation, 

sustainable use and restoration of High 

Range Himalayan Ecosystems. 

(h) A program launched by NASA Terrestrial 

Hydrology Program to address important 

gaps in snow remote sensing knowledge. 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

SnowEx: 

• A five-year program initiated and funded 

by the NASA’s Terrestrial Hydrology 

Program (THP) 

• Objective: To address the most important 

gaps in snow remote sensing knowledge. 

• Geographical focus – “North America”. 
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1. In context to Diamer-Basha Dam, consider the 

following: 

1. It is located on the Indus River.  

2. It will be the tallest Roller Compact 

Concrete (RCC) dam in the world. 

3. It is a joint venture of China and India 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

• Pakistan has recently signed a contract with 

a joint venture of a China Power (Chinese 

state-run firm) and the Frontier Works 

Organisation (FWO-a commercial arm of 

Pakistan’s military) for the construction of 

the Diamer-Bhasha dam. 

• It is located on the Indus River in northern 

Pakistan between Kohistan district in 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Diamer district 

in Gilgit Baltistan. 

• It covers construction of a diversion 

system, main dam, access bridge and the 

21MW Tangir hydropower project. 

• It will have a gross storage capacity of 8.1 

Million Acre Feet (MAF) and power 

generation capacity of 4500 MW. 

• It will be the tallest Roller Compact 

Concrete (RCC) dam in the world, with the 

height of 272 meters 

• It serves as the main storage dam of the 

country, besides Mangla and Tarbela dams. 

• It helps alleviate acute irrigation shortage 

in the Indus basin irrigation system. 

• It was approved in 2010, but it suffered 

delays because international lending 

agencies backtracked due to the opposition 

from India as a major part of the dam is 

located in Gilgit-Baltistan (one of the 

disputed territories of India) and it will 

cause unrest in the region. 

India’s Opposition: 

• Because the Gilgit-Baltistan region is part 

of the erstwhile state of Jammu and 

Kashmir that was illegally occupied by 

Pakistan. 

• It has consistently conveyed her protest and 

shared concerns with both China and 

Pakistan on all such projects in the Indian 

territories under Pakistan’s illegal 

occupation. 
 

2. Consider the following statements, with regard 

to Gharials (Gavialis gangeticus): 

1. Its natural habitat is fresh waters of the 

northern part of India.  

2. Its population of Gharials are a good 

indicator of clean river water. 

3. Its IUCN redlist status is Least Consern. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 
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(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

• Its natural habitat is fresh waters of the 

northern part of India. Its primary habitat is 

Chambal river. 

• It is sometimes called as gavials, are a type 

of Asian crocodilian distinguished by their 

long, thin snouts which resembles a pot 

(ghara in Hindi). 

• Its population of Gharials are a good 

indicator of clean river water. 

• In India there are three species of 

Crocodilians. They are 

• Gharial (Gavialis gangeticus): 

International Union for Conservation of 

Nature (IUCN)- Critically Endangered. 

• Mugger crocodile (Crocodylus palustris): 

IUCN- Vulnerable 

• Saltwater crocodile (Crocodylus porosus): 

IUCN- Least Concern 

• It is listed under Schedule I of the Wild Life 

(Protection) Act, 1972. 

• It is listed on Appendix I of Convention on 

International Trade in Endangered Species 

of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). 

 

3. With reference to National Centre for Disease 

Control, consider the following: 

1. It functions as the nodal agency in the 

country for disease surveillance and control 

of communicable diseases. 

2. It is under administrative control of the 

Director General of Health Services, 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

3. It is also a national level institute for 

training specialized manpower for public 

health and entomological services 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

National Centre for Disease Control: 

• The National Centre for Disease Control 

(NCDC), formerly the National Institute of 

Communicable Diseases (NICD), had its 

origin as the Central Malaria Bureau, 

established at Kasauli (Himachal Pradesh) 

in 1909. 

• NICD was transformed into the National 

Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) with a 

larger mandate of controlling emerging and 

re-emerging diseases in 2009. 

• It functions as the nodal agency in the 

country for disease surveillance, 

facilitating prevention and control of 

communicable diseases. 

• It is also a national level institute for 

training specialized manpower for public 

health, laboratory sciences and 
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entomological services and is involved in 

various applied research activities. 

• The Institute is under administrative 

control of the Director General of Health 

Services, Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare. 

• The Institute has its headquarters in Delhi. 

 

4. With respect to the Pradhan Mantri Garib 

Kalyan Yojana, which of the statements are 

correct? 

1. The scheme provides an opportunity to 

declare the unaccounted wealth and black 

money in a confidential manner and avoid 

prosecution after paying a fine of 50% on 

the undisclosed income. 

2. An additional 25% of the undisclosed 

income is invested in the scheme which can 

be refunded after four years, without any 

interest. 

3. Recently the scheme was updated to 

provide an insurance cover of Rs 50 lakhs 

per health worker affected by COVID-19. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• The Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana 

was launched in the year 2016 by PM 

Narendra Modi along with the other 

provisions of Taxation Laws (Second 

Amendment) Act, 2016.  

• This scheme was valid from December 16, 

2016 to March 31, 2017 and provided an 

opportunity to declare the unaccounted 

wealth and black money in a confidential 

manner and avoid prosecution after paying 

a fine of 50% on the undisclosed income. 

So, Statement 1 is correct. 

• An additional 25% of the undisclosed 

income is invested in the scheme which can 

be refunded after four years, without any 

interest. So, Statement 2 is correct. 

• Due to the outbreak of COVID-19 in India, 

the Finance Minister announced a ₹1.7 lakh 

crore Gareeb Kalyan package to mitigate 

the loss faced by the poor due to the 

coronavirus lockdown. 

• Recent updates are as follows: 

• To provide an insurance cover of Rs 50 

lakhs per health worker affected by 

COVID-19. So, Statement 3 is correct. 

• To provide free resources of 5 kg wheat or 

rice and 1 kg of preferred pulses for 80 

crore poor people for the next three months 

under the PM Garib Kalyan Ann Yojana. 

• 20 crore Women Jan Dhan account holders 

will be provided Rs 500 per month for next 

three months.  
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• There will be an increase in MNREGA 

wage to Rs 202 per day to benefit 13.62 

crore families. 

• The Central Government has given orders 

to State Governments to use the Building 

and Construction Workers Welfare Fund to 

provide relief to Construction Workers. 

 

5. Consider the following Pairs: 

Species              IUCN Status 

1. Gharial                      -     Critically Endangered 

2. Mugger Crocodile   -     Vulnerable 

3. Saltwater Crocodile -     Endangered 

Which of the following pair(s) is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• Gharial (Gavialis gangeticus): 

International Union for Conservation of 

Nature (IUCN)- Critically Endangered. 

• Mugger crocodile (Crocodylus palustris): 

IUCN- Vulnerable 

• Saltwater crocodile (Crocodylus porosus): 

IUCN- Least Concern. 

 

6. The Global Forest Resources Assessment 

Report, 2020 was released by 

(a) UNEP 

(b) Greenwatch 

(c) FAO 

(d) UNESCO 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• The Food and Agriculture Organization 

released the Global Forest Resources 

Assessment Report, 2020. According to the 

report, around 178 million hectares of 

forests is lost in the last 30 years. However, 

the rate at which the forests are being 

destroyed has reduced. 

 

7. The Global Forest Resources Assessment 

report is released by: 

(a) Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 

(b) World Wildlife Fund (WWF) 

(c) International Union for Conservation of 

Nature (IUCN) 

(d) Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 

Flora (CITES) 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

• The Global Forest Resources Assessment 

report is released by the United Nations 

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). 

 

8. With respect to the Indian Gharial, consider the 

following statements 

1. The gharials are generally found in the salty 

water bodies. 

2. Chambal River is considered as the primary 

habitat of gharials. 
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3. High population density of gharials is an 

indicator of a pollution free water body. 

Which of the following statements mentioned 

above is\are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• The gharials are mainly found in the fresh 

waters of north India. Hence statement 1 is 

not correct. 

• Chambal river along with national chambal 

sanctuary is considered as the primary 

habitat for the gharials and accounts for 

almost 75% of them. Hence statement 2 is 

correct. 

• High population of gharials represents the 

clean water body. Hence statement 3 is 

correct. 

 

9. Consider the following statements with 

reference to Direct Seeding of Rice: 

1. It increases methane emission. 

2. It involves use of herbicides. 

3. It requires less water. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• Direct Seeding of Rice (DSR) reduces 

methane emissions due to a shorter 

flooding period and decreased soil 

disturbance compared to transplanting rice 

seedlings. Hence, statement 1 is not correct. 

• In DSR chemical herbicides are used to kill 

weeds. Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

• Since, seeds are directly sown in the field 

and no flooding is required, DSR requires 

less water. Hence, statement 3 is correct. 
 

10. With reference to the ‘TIDE’ programme, 

consider the following statements: 

1. This programme provides tools, devices 

and technology to mitigate the impact of 

Covid-19 among Divyangjan and Elderly. 

2. It has been developed by the Ministry of 

Social justice and Empowerment. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

• Technology Interventions for Disabled and 

Elderly (TIDE) is a programme under 

which devices and technological solutions 

were developed to mitigate the impact of 
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Covid-19 among Divyangjan and Elderly. 

Hence statement 1 is correct. 

• It has been developed by the Department of 

Science and Technology, while Ministry of 

Social justice and Empowerment has been 

helping in its implementation. Hence 

statement 2 is incorrect. 
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1. Which of the countries are called as Baltic 

Countries? 

1. Estonia  

2. Latvia 

3. Lithuania 

4. Finland 

Select the correct answer using the codes given 

below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

• The Baltic states, also known as the Baltic 

countries, Baltic republics, Baltic nations, 

or simply the Baltics, is a geopolitical term, 

typically used to group the three sovereign 

states in Northern Europe on the eastern 

coast of the Baltic Sea: Estonia, Latvia, and 

Lithuania. 

 

2. In context to Indian Coast Guard Ship (ICGS) 

Sachet, consider the following: 

1. It is the first in the series of five Offshore 

Patrol Vessels (OPVs). 

2. It is 105m long ship, which is designed to 

carry a twin-engine helicopter. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

About ICGS Sachet: 

• The word ‘Sachet’ means alert. It is the first 

in the series of five Offshore Patrol Vessels 

(OPVs). 

• It has been designed and built indigenously 

by Goa Shipyard Limited (GSL) and is 

fitted with state-of-the-art navigation and 

communication equipment. 

• It is 105m long ship, which is designed to 

carry a twin-engine helicopter, four high 

speed boats, one inflatable boat for swift 

boarding and search and rescue operations. 

• It is also capable of carrying limited 

pollution response equipment to undertake 

oil spill pollution response at sea. 

• It is for the first time in Indian maritime 

history that a ship was commissioned 

through digital medium, maintaining strict 

protocol of social distancing in the 

backdrop of Covid-19 pandemic. 

About IBs C-450 and C-451: 

• Both IBs C-450 and C-451 are 

indigenously designed and built by Larsen 

& Toubro Shipyard, Hazira and fitted with 

the latest navigation and communication 

equipment. 

• These two are 30m long boats are designed 

for high speed interception, close coast 

patrol and low intensity maritime 

operations. 



UPSC MAY - 2020 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 18 

www.iasgatewayy.com 
 

• Its quick response capability of the IBs 

makes it an ideal platform to respond and 

thwart any emerging maritime situation. 

• The ICG is the fourth largest Coast Guard 

in the world, has established itself as a 

reliable force in coastal security. 

 

3. With reference to GOAL Programme, consider 

the following: 

1. It is designed to provide mentorship to 

tribal youth through digital mode.  

2. It is a joint initiative of Facebook and the 

Ministry of Tribal Affairs. 

3. It will focus on three core areas - Digital 

Literacy, Life Skills and Leadership and 

Entrepreneurship. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About GOAL Programme:  

• It is designed to provide mentorship to 

tribal youth through digital mode. It is a 

joint initiative of Facebook and the 

Ministry of Tribal Affairs. 

• It will focus on three core areas - Digital 

Literacy, Life Skills and Leadership and 

Entrepreneurship. 

• It aims to enable Scheduled Tribe (ST) 

youth in remote areas to use digital 

platforms for sharing their aspirations, 

dreams and talent with their mentors. 

• It intends to upskill and empower 5,000 

tribal youths in the current phase to harness 

the full potential of digital platforms and 

tools to learn new ways of doing business, 

explore and connect with domestic and 

international markets. 

• It has been designed to help them acquire 

skills and knowledge through mentorship 

in various sectors including horticulture, 

food processing, bee keeping, tribal art and 

culture, medicinal herbs, entrepreneurship 

among others. 

• All the mentees will be provided with 

smartphones and Internet access (for one 

year) by Facebook along with exposure to 

various external forums that will give 

opportunity to the participants to showcase 

their entrepreneurial skills and leadership 

abilities. 

• It will also create awareness amongst tribal 

beneficiaries about various schemes 

initiated by Central and State Governments 

for welfare of STs as well as their 

Fundamental Duties. 
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4. Which of the following are the favourable 

conditions for the formation of the Cyclone? 

1. Large sea surface with a temperature higher 

than 27° C 

2. Absence of the Coriolis force 

3. Small differences in the vertical wind speed 

4. Upper divergence above the sea level 

system 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(d) 2, 3 and 4 only 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• The conditions which favour the formation 

and intensification of tropical cyclone 

storms are: 

• Large sea surface with a temperature higher 

than 27° C 

• Presence of the Coriolis force 

• Small differences in the vertical wind speed 

• A pre-existing weak- low-pressure area or 

low-level-cyclonic circulation 

• Upper divergence above the sea level 

system 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. With respect to the differences between the 

antiseptic and disinfectants, which of the 

statement(s) is/are correct? 

1. An antiseptic is used for killing the 

microbes on the living tissues whereas a 

disinfectant is applied on a non-living 

object. 

2. The same chemical can be used both as a 

disinfectant and an antiseptic by varying its 

concentration. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• An antiseptic is used for killing the 

microbes on the living tissues whereas a 

disinfectant is applied on a non-living 

object. So, the statement 1 is correct. 

• Secondly, the concentration of both differ. 

We can use the same chemical as a 

disinfectant and an antiseptic by varying its 

concentration. So, the statement 2 is 

correct. 

• For example, phenol can be used as an 

antiseptic if its concentration is 0.2 percent 

but to use it as a disinfectant the 

concentration should be 1 percent. 

• We can broadly conclude that the cleaning 

products contain disinfectants and the 
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healing products (for curing the living 

tissues) contain antiseptics. 

• Both are similar in nature but vary in their 

concentration. Lizol is a disinfectant 

whereas Dettol is an antiseptic. 

 

6. World Economic Situation and Prospects 

report, 2020 is released by 

(a) UNCTAD 

(b) WEF 

(c) World Bank 

(d) WTO 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

• The report is a joint product of the United 

Nations Department of Economic and 

Social Affairs (UN/DESA), the United 

Nations Conference on Trade and 

Development (UNCTAD) and the five 

United Nations regional commissions 

(Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), 

Economic Commission for Europe (ECE), 

Economic Commission for Latin America 

and the Caribbean (ECLAC), Economic 

and Social Commission for Asia and the 

Pacific (ESCAP) and Economic and Social 

Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA). 

 

7. Naku La pass sometimes seen in the news, is 

located in 

(a) Arunachal Pradesh 

(b) Jammu and Kashmir 

(c) Union Territory of Ladakh 

(d) Sikkim 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• Naku La sector is a pass at a height of more 

than 5,000 metres above Mean Sea Level 

(MSL) in the state of Sikkim. It is located 

ahead of Muguthang or Cho Lhamu (source 

of River Teesta). Hence, option D is the 

correct answer. 
 

8. Consider the following statements:  

1. Under the Sagarmala Project, India seeks to 

deepen economic and security cooperation 

with its maritime neighbours. 

2. Under SAGAR initiative India aims at 

holistic port infrastructure development 

along its coastline. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• Sagarmala project aims at holistic port 

infrastructure development along the 

7,500-km long coastline through 

modernisation, mechanisation and 

computerisation. Hence, statement 1 is not 

correct. Through SAGAR, India seeks to 

deepen economic and security cooperation 

with its maritime neighbours and assist in 

building their maritime security 
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capabilities. Hence, statement 2 is not 

correct. 
 

 

9. Consider the following statements regarding 

Consol Bonds: 

1. Consol bond is a fixed income security with 

no maturity date. 

2. It is often considered a type of equity, 

rather than debt. 

3. The major benefit of these bonds is that 

they pay a steady stream of interest 

payments forever. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 2 and 3 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• Consol bond (also known as perpetual 

bond) is a fixed income security with no 

maturity date. Hence, statement 1 is 

correct. It is often considered a type of 

equity, rather than debt. Hence, statement 2 

is correct. The major benefit of these bonds 

is that they pay a steady stream of interest 

payments forever. However, these bonds 

can be redeemed at issuer's discretion. 

Hence, statement 3 is correct. 
 

10. Which of the following are the 

recommendations of the Shekatkar 

Committee? 

1. Creation of the Chief of Defence Staff Post. 

2. Implementation of the Government Owned 

Contractor Operated (GOCO) Model. 

3. Defence budget in the range of 2.5-3% of 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• Shekatkar Committee was a 11-member 

committee, appointed by the erstwhile 

Defence Minister in mid-2016. The 

recommendations on the creation of the 

Chief of Defence Staff post and a 

Department of Military Affairs have been 

already implemented. Hence, statement 1 is 

correct. Indian Army has initiated the 

process of identifying potential industry 

partners to implement the Government 

Owned Contractor Operated (GOCO) 

Model for its base workshop and ordnance 

depots. The Model was recommended by 

the Committee. Hence, statement 2 is 

correct.The Committee recommended that 

India’s defence budget should be in the 

range of 2.5-3% of GDP (Gross Domestic 

Product), in view of current and future 

threats. Hence, statement 3 is correct. 
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1. Consider the following statements: 

1. Health is a subject on the concurrent list of 

the seventh schedule of the Indian 

Constitution. 

2. By invoking Section 2 of the Epidemic 

Diseases Act, advisories and directions of 

the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare 

will be enforceable in the States. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

NOT correct? 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

• Health is a State subject on the Seventh 

Schedule of the Indian Constitution. 

Hence, Statement 1 is not correct. 

• By invoking Section 2 of the Epidemic 

Diseases Act, advisories and directions of 

the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare 

will be enforceable in the States. Hence, 

statement 2 is correct. 

 

2. FlytNow, sometimes seen in the news, is 

related to: 

(a) An operation to deliver medical essentials 

to the neighbouring countries by India. 

(b) An operation to airlift Indian diaspora to 

India due to Covid-19. 

(c) Drone developed by DRDO for border 

security. 

(d) Internet of Drones (IoD) platform. 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• FlytBase, an enterprise drone automation 

company has built FlytNow- an Internet of 

Drones (IoD) platform that allows seamless 

integration of intelligent fleets of drones 

with cloud-based business applications. 

FlytNow has been incubated by FlytBase, a 

Pune-based start-up, funded by the 

Department of Science and Technology. 

Hence, option D is the correct answer. 
 

3. Consider the following statements regarding 

Silent Hypoxia: 

1. Patients with this condition have extremely 

low blood oxygen levels which can be 

noticed by breathlessness. 

2. Pulse Oximeter can be used for its early 

detection. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• Silent Hypoxia patients have extremely 

low blood oxygen levels yet they do not 

show signs of breathlessness. Hence, 

statement 1 is not correct. 
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• Pulse Oximeter is a device used to measure 

the oxygen level (oxygen saturation) of the 

blood. It can be used in the early detection 

of silent hypoxia. Hence, statement 2 is 

correct. 

 

4. Consider the following statements regarding 

“National Initiative for Developing and 

Harnessing Innovations (NIDHI)”: 

1. It is an end to end plan for startups to 

double the number of incubators and 

startups in the duration of five years. 

2. It is being implemented by the Ministry of 

Skill Development and Entrepreneurship. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

NOT correct? 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• National Initiative for Developing and 

Harnessing Innovations (NIDHI) is an end 

to end plan for startups to double the 

number of incubators and startups in the 

duration of five years. Hence, statement 1 

is correct. 

• It is being implemented by the Department 

of Science and Technology (DST) under 

the Ministry of Science and Technology. 

Hence, statement 2 is not correct. 

 

5. With respect to the Pinanga Andamanensis, 

consider the following statements: 

1. It is one of the rare species of cannabis 

which is seen in South Andaman’s Mount 

Harriet National Park. 

2. It recently found its second home at 

Thiruvananthapuram-based Jawaharlal 

Nehru Tropical Botanic Garden and 

Research Institute (JNTBGRI). 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• A rare palm endemic to the South Andaman 

Island is finding a second home at 

Thiruvananthapuram-based Jawaharlal 

Nehru Tropical Botanic Garden and 

Research Institute (JNTBGRI). So, 

statement 2 is correct. 

• JNTBGRI scientists termed the Pinanga 

Andamanensis “a critically endangered 

species and one of the least known among 

the endemic palms of the Andaman 

Islands”. So, statement 1 is not correct. 

• Its entire population of some 600 

specimens naturally occurs only in a tiny, 

evergreen forest pocket in South 

Andaman’s Mount Harriet National Park. 
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• By conserving the germplasm on the Indian 

mainland, JNTBGRI can ensure its 

continued survival in the event of its 

minuscule original home getting wiped out 

by a natural calamity. 

• This elegant palm holds promise as an 

avenue tree for gardens, pavements and 

homesteads. 

• The name is derived from ‘Penang’, the 

modern-day Malaysian state. Penang itself 

has its origins in ‘Pulau Pinang’, which 

means ‘Island of the Areca Nut Palm. 

 

 

6. In the Context to the Domicile rule of the J&K, 

who are considered as the domicile of the UT? 

1. Anyone who has resided for a period of 

fifteen years in the UT of J&K. 

2. Anyone has studied for a period of seven 

years and appeared in class 10th/12th 

examination in an educational institution 

located in the UT of J&K. 

3. Those registered as migrants and their 

children. 

4. Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• Anyone “who has resided for a period of 

fifteen years in the UT of J&K”. 

• Or has studied for a period of seven years 

and appeared in class 10th/12th 

examination in an educational institution 

located in the UT of J&K. 

• Or those registered as migrants and their 

children. 

• Or the children of those central government 

officials, All India service officials, 

Officials of Public sector undertaking, 

autonomous body of central government, 

public sector banks, officials of statuary 

bodies officials of central universities and 

recognized research institutes of central 

government who have served in J&K for a 

period of ten years. 

• Or children of residents of J&K who reside 

outside the Union Territory in connection 

with employment or business or for other 

professional or vocational reasons, but 

whose parents fulfil any of the conditions 

provided in the latest gazette notification 

will also be entitled to domicile status. 

• The entire above mentioned are the 

domicile of the UT. 
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7. ‘Power sharing Agreement’, was recently seen 

in news. It is related to which of the following 

country? 

(a) Israel 

(b) Afghanistan 

(c) Pakistan 

(d) China 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• Recently, Afghanistan’s President Ashraf 

Ghani and his political rival Abdullah 

Abdullah have signed a power-sharing 

agreement. 

• The deal has been signed two months after 

the presidential election dispute that arose 

in September 2019 between Mr. Ghani and 

Mr. Abdullah. 

• The Election Commission declared Mr. 

Ghani to be the winner of the presidential 

election, but Mr. Abdullah and the 

Elections Complaint Commission charged 

widespread voting irregularities in the 

election. 

• Following which both declared them the 

winner of the presidential election and has 

been locked in a power struggle since then. 

• According to the deal, Mr. Ghani will 

remain as president while both Mr. Ghani 

and Mr. Abdullah will choose an equal 

number of ministers in the cabinet. 

• The deal calls for Abdullah to lead the 

country’s National Reconciliation High 

Council. 

• The Reconciliation Council has been given 

the authority to handle and approve all 

affairs related to Afghanistan’s peace 

process including the peace talks with the 

Taliban. 

 

8. With reference to International 

Telecommunication Union (ITU), consider 

the following: 

1. It is an agency of the United Nations (UN). 

2. The recommendations of the ITU are non-

binding. 

3. It sets and publishes regulations and 

standards relevant to electronic 

communication. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About International Telecommunication 

Union (ITU): 

• It is an agency of the United Nations (UN) 

whose purpose is to coordinate 

telecommunication operations and services 

throughout the world. 

• It is originally founded in 1865, as the 

International Telegraph Union, which is the 

oldest existing international organization. 
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• Its headquarters are in Geneva, 

Switzerland. 

• It consists of three sectors 

Radiocommunication (ITU-R), 

Telecommunication Standardization (ITU-

T) and Telecommunication Development 

(ITU-D) Membership: 

• There are 193 Member States of the ITU, 

including all UN member states except the 

Republic of Palau, plus the Vatican City. 

• Its membership is open to only UN 

members, which may join the Union as 

Member States, as well as to private 

organizations like carriers, equipment 

manufacturers, funding bodies, research 

and development organizations and 

international and regional 

telecommunication organizations, which 

may join ITU as non-voting Sector 

Members. 

Functions of IUC: 

• It sets and publishes regulations and 

standards relevant to electronic 

communication and broadcasting 

technologies of all kinds including radio, 

television, satellite, telephone and the 

Internet. 

• It conducts working parties, study groups 

and meetings to address current and future 

issues and to resolve disputes.  

• It organizes and holds an exhibition and 

forum known as the Global TELECOM 

every four years. 

• Another important aspect of the ITU’s 

mandate is helping emerging countries to 

establish and develop telecommunication 

systems of their own. 

• The recommendations of the ITU are non-

binding, most countries adhere to them in 

the interest of maintaining an effective 

international electronic communication 

environment. 

• India has been an active member of the ITU 

since 1869 and has been a regular member 

of the ITU Council since 1952. In 

November 2018, India was elected as a 

Member of the ITU Council for another 4-

year term (2019-2022). 

 

9. Consider the following, with regard to 

National Disaster Management Authority: 

1. It is the apex statutory body for disaster 

management in India. 

2. It was constituted in accordance with the 

Disaster Management Act, 2005 with the 

Prime Minister as its Chairperson  

3. Its primary purpose is to coordinate 

response to natural or man-made disasters 

and for capacity-building in disaster 

resiliency and crisis response. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 
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Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• The National Disaster Management 

Authority (NDMA) is the apex statutory 

body for disaster management in India. 

• It was constituted in accordance with the 

Disaster Management Act, 2005 with the 

Prime Minister as its Chairperson and nine 

other members, and one such member to be 

designated as Vice-Chairperson. 

• Mandate: Its primary purpose is to 

coordinate response to natural or man-

made disasters and for capacity-building in 

disaster resiliency and crisis response. 

• It is also the apex body to lay down 

policies, plans and guidelines for Disaster 

Management to ensure timely and effective 

response to disasters. 

• Vision: To build a safer and disaster 

resilient India by a holistic, proactive, 

technology driven and sustainable 

development strategy that involves all 

stakeholders and fosters a culture of 

prevention, preparedness and mitigation. 

 

10. In context to National Migrant Information 

System (NMIS), consider the following: 

1. It is a central online repository on Migrant 

Workers to facilitate their seamless 

movement across States. 

2. It is developed by National Disaster 

Management Authority (NDMA). 

3. It also has contact tracing, which may be 

useful in overall COVID-19 response 

work. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

National Migrant Information System 

(NMIS): 

• It is a central online repository on Migrant 

Workers to facilitate their seamless 

movement across States. 

• Developed by National Disaster 

Management Authority (NDMA). 

• It has additional advantages like contact 

tracing, which may be useful in overall 

COVID-19 response work. 
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1. Consider the following statements with 

reference to Urban Agglomeration (UA): 

1. An urban agglomeration is a continuous 

urban spread constituting a town and its 

adjoining outgrowths. 

2. An UA must consist of at least a statutory 

town and its total population should not be 

less than 50,000. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a)  1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d)  None of the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

Urban Agglomeration (UA): 

• An urban agglomeration is a continuous 

urban spread constituting a town and its 

adjoining outgrowths (OGs), or two or 

more physically contiguous towns together 

with or without outgrowths of such towns. 

• An UAmust consist of at least a statutory 

town and its total population (i.e. all the 

constituents put together) should not be less 

than 20,000 as per the 2001 Census. 

• In varying local conditions, there were 

similar other combinations which have 

been treated as urban agglomerations 

satisfying the basic condition of contiguity. 

• Examples: Greater Mumbai UA, Delhi 

UA, etc. 

 

2. Consider the following statements with 

reference to State Energy Efficiency Index 

2019: 

1. The Ministry of Power has released the 

State Energy Efficiency Index 2019. 

2. The index tracks the progress of Energy 

Efficiency initiatives in Indian states and 

union territories based on significant 

indicators. 

3. Manipur, Rajasthan have topped the 

rankings and are in the achiever category. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) All of the above 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

State Energy Efficiency Index 2019: 

• The Ministry of Power released the State 

Energy Efficiency Index 2019. 

• The State Energy Efficiency Index 2019 

index was developed by the Bureau of 

Energy Efficiency (BEE)in association 

with Alliance for an Energy-Efficient 

Economy (AEEE). 

• The first such index was launched in 2018. 

• The index tracks the progress of Energy 

Efficiency (EE) initiatives in 36 states and 

union territories based on 97 significant 

indicators. 

• It incorporates qualitative, quantitative and 

outcome-based indicators to assess energy 
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efficiency initiatives, programs and 

outcomes in five distinct sectors – 

buildings, industry, municipalities, 

transport, agriculture, and DISCOMs. 

• The new indicators incorporated for the 

2019 index are the adoption of Energy 

Conservation Building Code (ECBC) 

2017, energy efficiency in MSME clusters, 

etc. 

Rankings: 

• States/UTs are grouped into four groups 

based on aggregated Total Primary Energy 

Supply (TPES) required to meet the state’s 

actual energy demand (electricity, coal, oil, 

gas, etc.) across sectors. 

• These are ‘Front Runner’, ‘Achiever’, 

‘Contender’ and ‘Aspirant’. 

• Haryana, Kerala and Karnataka which have 

topped the rankings and are in the 

‘Achiever’ category. 

• There isn’t any Front-runner state for the 

2019 rankings. 

• Moreover, Karnataka, Haryana, Himachal 

Pradesh and Puducherry led their groups. 

• Manipur, Jammu & Kashmir, Jharkhand 

and Rajasthan performed the worst in each 

of their groups. 

 

3. Consider the following statements with 

reference to Capital Account Liberalisation: 

1. It is a transition from a closed capital 

account regime to an open capital account 

system. 

2. Indian currency is convertible both on 

current accounts and capital accounts. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) None of the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

• At present, the Indian currency is 

convertible only on current accounts, 

though some capital account transactions 

are also permitted. While the rupee can 

freely be converted on the current account, 

the central bank imposes limits in the case 

of the capital account. 

 

4. With reference to Employment Provident Fund 

Scheme, consider the following statements: 

1. Employees who are members of EPF 

automatically become members of 

Employees Pension Scheme. 

2. EPF scheme is mandatory for employees 

who draw a basic wage of Rs. 15,000 per 

month. 

3. Both employer and employee contribute 

12% of employee’s monthly salary to the 

Employees’ Provident Fund (EPF) scheme. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 
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(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• It is a social security scheme that was 

launched in 1995. 

• The scheme, provided by EPFO, makes 

provisions for pensions for the employees 

in the organized sector after the retirement 

at the age of 58 years. 

• Employees who are members of EPF 

automatically become members of EPS. 

So, statement 1 is correct. 

• Both employer and employee contribute 

12% of employee’s monthly salary (basic 

wages plus dearness allowance) to the 

Employees’ Provident Fund (EPF) scheme. 

So, statement 3 is correct. 

• EPF scheme is mandatory for employees 

who draw a basic wage of Rs. 15,000 per 

month. So, statement 2 is correct. 

• Of the employer's share of 12 %, 8.33 % is 

diverted towards the EPS. 

• Central Govt. also contributes 1.16% of 

employees’ monthly salary. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Consider the following statements regarding 

the contributions to the WHO: 

1. Assessed contributions are the dues 

countries pay in order to be a member of 

the Organization which is calculated 

relative to the country’s wealth and 

population. 

2. The United States is currently the WHO’s 

biggest contributor followed by the 

European Union and United Kingdom. 

3. Of the total contribution, highest funds are 

allocated to the African region. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• There are four kinds of contributions that 

make up funding for the WHO. These are: 

• Assessed contributions are the dues 

countries pay in order to be a member of 

the Organization. The amount each 

Member State must pay is calculated 

relative to the country’s wealth and 

population. So, statement 1 is correct. 

• Voluntary contributions come from 

Member States (in addition to their 

assessed contribution) or from other 

partners. They can range from flexible to 

highly earmark. 

• Core voluntary contributions allow less 

well-funded activities to benefit from a 

better flow of resources and ease 

implementation bottlenecks that arise when 

immediate financing is lacking. 

• Pandemic Influenza Preparedness (PIP) 

Contributions were started in 2011 to 
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improve and strengthen the sharing of 

influenza viruses with human pandemic 

potential, and to increase the access of 

developing countries to vaccines and other 

pandemic related supplies. 

• The United States is currently the WHO’s 

biggest contributor, making up 14.67 per 

cent of total funding by providing $553.1 

million followed by the Bill & Melinda 

Gates Foundation forming 9.76 per cent or 

$367.7 million. So, statement 2 is not 

correct. 

• Out of the total funds, $1.2 billion is 

allotted for the Africa region, $1.02 billion 

for Eastern Mediterranean region, $963.9 

million for the WHO headquarters, 

followed by South East Asia ($198.7 

million), Europe ($200.4 million), Western 

Pacific ($152.1 million), and Americas 

(39.2 million) regions respectively. India is 

part of the South East Asia region. So, 

statement 3 is correct. 

 

6. Consider the following statements: 

1. Phishing is the method of trying to gather 

personal information using deceptive e-

mails and websites. 

2. Malware is a type of malicious software 

designed to block access to a computer 

system until a sum of money is paid. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

• Phishing is the method of trying to gather 

personal information using deceptive e-

mails and websites. So, statement 1 is 

correct. 

• Malicious software or malware can be 

described as unwanted software that is 

installed in your system without your 

consent. 

• Ransomware is a type of malicious 

software designed to block access to a 

computer system until a sum of money is 

paid. So, statement 1 is not correct. 

 

7. Which of the following is/are NOT a 

landlocked country? 

1. Iran 

2. Iraq 

3. Afghanistan 

4. Tajikistan 

Select the correct answer using code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 4 only 

Answer: b) 
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Explanation: 

• Afghanistan and Tajikistan are landlocked 

countries. Iraq shares 58 km of coastline 

along the northern end of persian gulf. Iran 

is surrounded by Capsian Sea, Persian gulf 

and the Gulf of Oman. Hence, option B is 

the correct answer. 

 

8. Consider the following statements: 

1. Co-operative banks come within the 

definition of “Banks” under the Banking 

Regulation Act, 1949. 

2. The SARFAESI Act deals with the 

recovery of bad loans. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• Recently, the Supreme Court upheld the 

central government notification of January 

28, 2003 which brought co-operative 

societies within the purview of the Sarfaesi 

Act, and said that Co-operative banks come 

within the definition of “Banks” under the 

Banking Regulation Act, 1949. Hence, 

statement 1 is correct. 

• The SARFAESI Act deals with the 

recovery of bad loans. Hence, statement 2 

is correct. 

9. Consider the following statements regarding 

Pulitzer Prize: 

1. It is awarded for public service and 

achievement in journalism. 

2. It is administered by the United Nations 

General Assembly and Pulitzer Prize 

Board. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

• Pulitzer Prize is awarded for outstanding 

public service and achievement in 

journalism, letters, and music. Hence, 

statement 1 is correct. 

• It is administered by Columbia University 

and Pulitzer Prize Board. Hence, statement 

2 is not correct. 

 

10. World Drug Report was published by: 

1. World Wildlife fund 

2. National Crime Reports Bureau 

3. United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

4. SIPRI 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• UNODC publishes the World Drug Report. 
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About United Nations Office on Drugs and 

Crime: 

• Established in 1997 and was named 

UNODC in 2002. 

• It acts as the Office for Drug Control and 

Crime Prevention by combining the United 

Nations International Drug Control 

Program (UNDCP) and the Crime 

Prevention and Criminal Justice Division 

of the United Nations Office at Vienna. 
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1. Consider the following statements with 

reference to Belt and Road Initiative (BRI): 

1. The BRI comprises a Silk Road Economic 

Belt which is a trans-continental passage 

that links China with other continents. 

2. It passes through Gilgit-Baltistan region 

which lies in Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir. 

3. The project gives Pakistan’s occupation of 

the area a degree of legitimacy. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a)  1 only 

(b)  2 and 3 only 

(c)  1 and 2 only 

(d)  All of the above 

Answer: d) 

Belt and Road Initiative (BRI): 

• China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is an 

ambitious programme to connect Asia with 

Africa and Europe via land and maritime 

networks along six corridors with the aim 

of improving regional integration, 

increasing trade and stimulating economic 

growth. 

• It is also known as the One Belt One Road 

(OBOR) or the Silk Road Economic Belt 

(SREB) and the 21st-century Maritime Silk 

Road. 

• The name was coined in 2013 by China’s 

President Xi Jinping, who drew inspiration 

from the concept of the Silk Road 

established during the Han Dynasty2,000 

years ago – an ancient network of trade 

routes that connected China to the 

Mediterranean via Eurasia for centuries. 

 

2. Development Partnership Administration 

(DPA) is under which of the following 

ministries of India? 

(a) Ministry of Finance 

(b) Ministry of Commerce 

(c) Ministry of External Affairs 

(d) Ministry of Labour and Employment 

Answer: c) 

• Development Partnership Administration 

(DPA): 

• Development Partnership Administration 

(DPA) is an agency under the Ministry of 

External Affairs. 

• It was formed in 2012 to increase India’s 

strategic footprint and for the effective 

execution of projects in its neighbourhood, 

including Bhutan, Nepal, Afghanistan, 

Maldives, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh, as 

well as Africa and Latin America. 

• Aim: To provide for effective and efficient 

handling of all aid projects from the stages 

of concept, launch, execution and 

completion for the efficient 

implementation of projects, in close 

cooperation and facilitation of the partner 

countries. 
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3. Food Safety Mitra (FSM) scheme is an 

initiative of which of the following Ministry? 

(a) Ministry of Food Processing Industries 

(b) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

(c) Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and 

Public Distribution 

(d) Ministry 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• The Food Safety Mitra scheme aims to 

support small and medium-scale food 

businesses so as to comply with the food 

safety laws and will facilitate them with the 

licensing and registration process, hygiene 

ratings and training programme. 

• The FSMs would undergo training and 

certification that will be conducted by the 

Food Safety and Standards Authority of 

India (FSSAI), in order to get paid by food 

businesses for their services. 

• The scheme would also create new 

employment opportunities for youth 

(particularly with food and nutrition 

background). 

• On World Food Day 16 October 2019, the 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

launched Food Safety Mitra (FSM) scheme 

for strengthening and scaling up the ‘Eat 

Right India’ movement. 

 

 

 

4. Consider the following statements about 

Kanha National Park and Tiger Reserve 

(KNPTR): 

1. It is situated on the hills of Aravali hills. 

2. It is the only place in the world where the 

Barasingha species exists. 

3. It is the largest National Park in Central 

India. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d)  1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

• Kanha National Park is one of the tiger 

reserves of India and the largest national 

park of Madhya Pradesh. Kanha area was 

divided into two sanctuaries, Hallon and 

Banjar. 

• KNPTR is on the Maikal range of the 

Satpura hills, and is spread over an area of 

940 square kilometres between Mandla and 

Balaghat districts of Madhya Pradesh. 

• It was created in June 1955 and was made 

the Kanha Tiger Reserve in 1973. 

• The park has a significant population of 

Bengal tiger, Indian leopards, sloth bear, 

barasingha and Indian wild dog. 

• It is the largest National Park in Central 

India. The park had inspired Rudyard 

Kipling for his famous novel Jungle Book. 

• Kanha is the first tiger reserve in India to 

officially introduce a mascot named 
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Bhoorsinghthe Barasingha, to create a 

better connect with its visitors. 

• The Kanha tiger reserve is the only place in 

the world where the Barasingha species 

exists. 

 

5. With respect to the Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay 

Yojana, which of the following statement(s) 

given below is/are not correct? 

1. The scheme was recently launched by the 

Government of West Bengal. 

2. Under the scheme, Rs. 10,000 per acre will 

be deposited in the bank accounts of 

farmers as agriculture assistance grant for 

sowing crops such as paddy, maize and Rs. 

13,000 for sugarcane. 

3. As of now it is only applicable to the paddy, 

maize and Sugarcane. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

• The Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana 

would kick off in Chhattisgarh from today, 

on 19th death anniversary of the former 

Prime Minister. So, statement 1 is not 

correct.  

• Under the scheme, based on registered area 

and area under cultivation during Kharif 

crop season 2019, Rs. 10,000 per acre will 

be deposited in the bank accounts of 

farmers as agriculture assistance grant for 

sowing crops such as paddy, maize and Rs. 

13,000 for sugarcane. So, statement 2 is 

correct. 

• According to the government, at least 19 

lakh farmers will benefit from the scheme, 

for which the state government had 

allocated Rs 5,756 crore in the budget 

2020-21. 

• The money will be given to the farmers in 

four instalments. 

• Chhattisgarh state government has also 

been planning on providing a fixed amount 

per acre based on the notified and 

registered areas for oilseeds crops and 

pulses. So, statement 3 is correct. 

 

6. Kalapani, Limpiyadhura and Lipulekh 

sometimes seen in news are related to 

(a) Disputed territories between India and 

Nepal 

(b) More arsenic contamination in drinking 

water 

(c) Places which became plastic free 

completely 

(d) None of these 

Answer: a) 

Explanations: 

• Nepal’s new official map is “artificial” and 

unacceptable says India after Nepal 

unveiled a new political map that claimed 
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Kalapani, Limpiyadhura and Lipulekh of 

Uttarakhand as part of its sovereign 

territory. 

 

7. Which of the following states share their 

border with Nepal? 

1. Uttarakhand 

2. Uttar Pradesh 

3. Sikkim 

4. Bihar 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• Nepal shares it border with the states of 

Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Sikkim, Bihar 

and West Bengal. 

 

8. Consider the following, with regard to World 

Health Organisation (WHO): 

1. Its executive board is composed of 34 

individuals technically qualified in the field 

of health. 

2. The chairman’s post is held by rotation for 

one year among regional groups. 

3. The Member States are elected for three-

year terms.  

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About WHO Executive Board: 

• The Executive Board is composed of 34 

individuals technically qualified in the field 

of health, each one designated by a member 

state elected to do so by the World Health 

Assembly. The Board meets at least twice 

a year. 

• The Member States are elected for three-

year terms. The chairman’s post is held by 

rotation for one year among regional 

groups. 

• It is not a full time assignment and the 

chairman is just required to chair the 

Executive Board’s meetings. 

• Its main functions of the Executive Board 

are to give effect to the decisions and 

policies of the World Health Assembly, to 

advise it and generally to facilitate its work. 

About World Health Assembly: 

• It is the decision-making body of WHO. It 

is attended by delegations from all WHO 
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Member States and focuses on a specific 

health agenda prepared by the Executive 

Board. The Health Assembly is held 

annually in Geneva, Switzerland. 

• Its functions of the World Health Assembly 

are to determine the policies of the 

Organization, appoint the Director-

General, supervise financial policies, and 

review and approve the proposed 

programme budget. 

 

9. With reference to United Nations Relief and 

Works Agency (UNRWA), consider the 

following: 

1. It is a United Nations agency established by 

the General Assembly in 1949. 

2. It is funded almost entirely by voluntary 

contributions and financial support.  

3. Its mission is to help Palestine refugees in 

Jordan, Lebanon and Syria. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About United Nations Relief and Works 

Agency: 

• It is a United Nations agency established by 

the General Assembly in 1949. 

• It is funded almost entirely by voluntary 

contributions and financial support. It 

supports the relief and human development 

of Palestinian refugees across its five fields 

of operation.  

• Its services encompass education, health 

care, relief and social services, camp 

infrastructure and improvement, protection 

and microfinance. 

• Its mission is to help Palestine refugees in 

Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, West Bank, 

including East Jerusalem and the Gaza 

Strip. 
 

10. In context to International Energy Agency, 

consider the following: 

1. It is an autonomous organisation which 

works to ensure reliable, affordable, and 

clean energy. 

2. It releases Biannual report, World Energy 

Outlook. 

3. India became its associate member in 2017. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About International Energy Agency: 

• It is an autonomous organisation which 

works to ensure reliable, affordable, and 

clean energy. 
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• It is established in 1974, in the wake of the 

oil crisis of 1973 after the OPEC cartel had 

shocked the world with a steep increase in 

oil prices. 

• It is Headquartered in Paris, France. 

• It releases annual report - World Energy 

Outlook. 

• India became its associate member in 2017. 
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1. With respect to the Pradhan Mantri Vaya 

Vandana Yojana, which of the statements are 

correct? 

1. It is a Pension Scheme exclusively for the 

senior citizens aged 60 years and above. 

2. The Scheme can be purchased offline as 

well as online through Life Insurance 

Corporation (LIC) of India which has been 

given the sole privilege to operate this 

Scheme. 

3. One can invest a maximum amount of ₹15 

lakh under Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana 

Yojana (PMVVY) scheme. The tenure of 

the policy is set at 10 years. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• All the three statements are factual about 

the scheme. 

 

2. In the context to the Eastern and Western 

Ghats, consider the following statements: 

1. While the Western Ghats passes through 

six states, the Eastern Ghats passes through 

only four states. 

2. While Western Ghats was recognized as 

the UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2012, 

Eastern Ghats got the tag very recently in 

2020. 

3. Both the Western and Eastern Ghats meet 

at the Nilgiri Hills. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c)  

Explanation: 

• The Western Ghats is an extensive region 

spanning over six States. It is the home of 

many endangered plants and animals. The 

Eastern Ghats run from the northern Odisha 

through Andhra Pradesh to Tamil Nadu in 

the south passing some parts of Karnataka. 

So statement 1 is correct. 

• Western Ghats is a UNESCO World 

Heritage site. It is one of the eight “hottest 

hot-spots” of biological diversity in the 

world. Recently Environmental groups 

have also demanded to add the Eastern 

Ghats in the UNESCO World Heritage 

Site. Currently it is not under UNESCO 

World Heritage Site. So statement 2 is not 

correct. 

• According to UNESCO, the Western Ghats 

are older than the Himalayas but younger 

than the Eastern Ghats. They influence 

Indian monsoon weather patterns by 

intercepting the rain-laden monsoon winds 
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that sweep in from the south-west during 

late summer. 

• They are eroded and cut through by four 

major rivers of peninsular India, viz. 

Godavari, Mahanadi, Krishna, and 

Cauvery. 

• The Eastern Ghats meet up with the 

Western Ghats at Nilgiri Hills. So 

statement 3 is correct. 

 

3. India is signatory to which of the following 

treaties? 

1. Wassenaar Arrangement 

2. Nuclear Supplier Group 

3. Australia Group 

4. Missile Technology Control Regime 

5. Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 3, 4 and 5 only 

(d) 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• The four multilateral export control 

regimes are Wassenaar Arrangement 

(WA), Missile Technology Control 

Regime (MTCR), Australia Group (AG) 

and Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG). India 

is not a member of NSG only. 

• India has abided by both NPT and 

Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty 

(CTBT) even though it is a non-signatory. 

This along with its commitments on 

nuclear non-proliferation under NSG 

waiver in 2008 provides India with a strong 

basis for membership in NSG. 

• The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban 

Treaty (CTBT) is the treaty banning all 

nuclear explosions - everywhere, by 

everyone. 

• The Treaty was negotiated at the 

Conference on Disarmament in Geneva 

and adopted by the United Nations General 

Assembly. It opened for signature on 24 

September 1996. 

 

4. Consider the following, with regard to Sonic 

Boom: 

1. It is Known as the ‘shock wave’ produced 

by the air-plane that is traveling at speeds 

greater than that of sound 

2. It may also lead to tremors similar to 

earthquakes and shattering of glass, if the 

aircraft is flying at a low altitude. 

3. This effect is known as the Doppler effect  

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 
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Explanation: 

About Sonic Boom: 

• It is a common name for the loud noise that 

is created by the ‘shock wave’ produced by 

the air-plane that is traveling at speeds 

greater than that of sound 

• This speeds are called supersonic speeds; 

hence this phenomenon is sometimes 

called the supersonic boom (speed of sound 

is approximately 332 m/s or 1195 km/hr or 

717 miles/hour). 

• If the aircraft is flying at a low altitude, the 

sonic boom may also lead to tremors 

similar to earthquakes and shattering of 

glass. 

• Normally, for a plane that is going at 

subsonic speeds (lower than that of sound), 

the sound of the plane is radiated in all 

directions. 

• However, the individual sound wavelets 

are compressed at the front of the plane and 

further spread at the back of the plane 

because of the forward speed of the plane. 

• This effect is known as the Doppler effect 

and accounts for the change of the ‘pitch’ 

of the plane’s sound as it passes us. 

• If the plane is traveling at the supersonic 

speeds, it is going faster than the speed of 

its sound.  

• It leads to a pressure (sound is variation in 

pressure) wave is produced in the shape of 

the cone whose vertex is at the nose of the 

plane, and whose base is behind the plane.  

• The angle opening of the cone depends on 

the actual speed the plane is traveling at. 

All of the sound pressure is contained in 

this cone. 

• Now, imagine now this plane in a level 

flight. Before the plane passes you, you can 

only see it but you cannot hear anything. 

The pressure cone is trailing behind the 

plane. Once your ears intersect the edge of 

this cone, your will hear a very loud sound 

– the sonic boom. 

• Therefore, you will hear the sonic boom 

once your ears intersect this cone, and not 

when the plane breaks the sound barrier (as 

it is commonly misunderstood) 

• It can be sometimes quite loud. For a 

commercial supersonic transport plane 

(SST), it can be as loud as 136 decibels, or 

120 Pa (in units of pressure). 

 

5. With reference to Pradhan Mantri Matsya 

Sampada Yojana (PMMSY), consider the 

following: 

1. It was announced in the third tranche of the 

Rs. 20 lakh crore economic package under 

Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan. 

2. It aims to bring a blue revolution through 

sustainable and responsible development of 

the fisheries sector in India. 
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3. It will be implemented during a period of 5 

years from the Financial Year (FY) 2020-

21 to FY 2024-25. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada 

Yojana: 

• It was announced in the third tranche of the 

Rs. 20 lakh crore economic package under 

Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan. 

• It aims to bring a blue revolution through 

sustainable and responsible development of 

the fisheries sector in India. 

• It also intends to augment fish production 

and productivity at an annual growth rate of 

9% to achieve a target of 22 million metric 

tons by 2024-25. 

• It strives to create direct employment to 15 

lakh fishers, fish farmers, etc. and about 

thrice this number as indirect employment 

opportunities. 

• It also aims to double the incomes of 

fishers, fish farmers and fish workers by 

2024. 

• It will be implemented during a period of 5 

years from the Financial Year (FY) 2020-

21 to FY 2024-25. 

• It has a total estimated investment of Rs 

20,050 crore. It will be implemented as an 

umbrella scheme with two separate 

Components namely, Central Sector 

Scheme (CS) and Centrally Sponsored 

Scheme (CSS):  

• The Centre and State financial assistance 

for CS and CSS will be shared as given 

below: 

• North Eastern & Himalayan States: 90% 

Central share and 10% State share. 

• Other States: 60% Central share and 40% 

State share. 

• Union Territories (with legislature and 

without legislature): 100% Central share. 

 

6. In context to Emergency Credit Line 

Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS), consider the 

following: 

1. It will provide credit in the form of a 

Guaranteed Emergency Credit Line 

(GECL) facility. 

2. It provides loan which has tenure of four 

years with a moratorium period of one year 

on the principal amount. 

3. Interest rates under the Scheme shall be 

capped at 9.25% for banks and FIs, and at 

14% for NBFCs. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 
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(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Emergency Credit Line Guarantee 

Scheme (ECLGS) 

• It provides 100% guarantee coverage by 

National Credit Guarantee Trustee 

Company Limited (NCGTC) for additional 

funding of up to Rs. 3 lakh crore to eligible 

MSMEs and interested MUDRA 

borrowers. 

• It will provide credit in the form of a 

Guaranteed Emergency Credit Line 

(GECL) facility. 

• It would be applicable to all loans 

sanctioned under GECL Facility during the 

period from the date of announcement of 

the Scheme to 31.10.2020. 

• It provides loan which has tenure of four 

years with a moratorium period of one year 

on the principal amount. 

• No Guarantee Fee shall be charged by 

NCGTC from the Member Lending 

Institutions (MLIs) under the Scheme. 

• Interest rates under the Scheme shall be 

capped at 9.25% for banks and FIs, and at 

14% for NBFCs. 

• It aims to mitigate the distress caused by 

COVID-19 and the consequent lockdown, 

which has severely impacted 

manufacturing and other activities in the 

MSME sector. 

• It is expected to provide credit to the sector 

at a low cost, thereby enabling MSMEs to 

meet their operational liabilities and restart 

their businesses. 

 

7. ‘CARES Programme’ seen in the news 

recently is related to? 

(a) World Bank 

(b) International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

(c) South Asian Association for Regional 

Cooperation (SAARC) 

(d) Asian Development Bank (ADB) 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• Covid-19 Active Response and 

Expenditure Support (CARES) Programme 

is offered by Asian Development Bank 

(ADB). Hence option D, is the correct 

answer. 
 

8. Consider the following statements:  

1. Jal Shakti Abhiyan is a campaign for water 

conservation and water security. 

2. Jal Jeevan Mission aims to ensure access of 

piped water for every household in rural 

India by 2024. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 
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Explanation: 

• The Jal Shakti Abhiyan is a campaign for 

water conservation and water security. 

Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

• Jal Jeevan Mission aims to ensure access of 

piped water for every household in rural 

India by 2024. Hence, statement 2 is 

correct. 

 

9. Consider the following statements regarding 

‘Global Terrorism Index’: 

1. It is released by the Stockholm 

International Peace Research Institution 

(SIPRI). 

2. India moved to seventh position in 2019 

from eighth in 2018. 

3. In 2019, India was ranked ahead of 

conflict-ridden countries such as the 

Democratic Republic of Congo, Palestine, 

etc. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• The Global Terrorism Index is released by 

by the Institute for Economics and Peace 

(IEP). Hence, statement 1 is not correct. 

• India moved to seventh position in 2019 

from eighth in 2018. Hence, statement 2 is 

correct. 

• In the 2019 Index, India has been ranked 

ahead of conflict-ridden countries such as 

the Democratic Republic of Congo, South 

Sudan, Sudan, Burkina Faso, Palestine and 

Lebanon. Hence, statement 3 is correct. 

 

10. With reference to “deemed-to-be-

universitIes”, consider the following: 

1. The status of deemed-to-be-university is 

declared by the Central Government on the 

advice of the University Grants 

Commission (UGC). 

2. They enjoy the same academic status and 

privileges of a university. 

3. They do not perform any public duty and 

are exempted from the Prevention of 

Corruption (PC) Act, 1988. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• An Institution of Higher Education, other 

than universities, working at a very high 

standard in a specific area of study, can be 

declared by the Central Government on the 

advice of the University Grants 
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Commission (UGC) as an Institution 

‘deemed-to-be-university’. Hence, 

statement 1 is correct. 

• Institutions that are ‘deemed-to-be-

university’ enjoy academic status and 

privileges of a university. Hence, statement 

2 is correct. 

• Recently, the Supreme Court observed that 

the deemed universities come within the 

ambit of the term ‘university’ in Section 

2(c)(xi) of the Prevention of Corruption 

(PC) Act, 1988. Hence, statement 3 is not 

correct. 
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1. Consider the following statements: 

1. Loan moratorium refers to a particular 

period of a loan tenure during which the 

borrower does not have repay anything and 

is waived off from all loan amounts. 

2. Cash Reserve Ratio corresponds to the 

percentage of cash each bank have to keep 

as cash reserve with RBI (in their current 

accounts) corresponding to the deposits 

they have. 

3. The banks and other financial institutions 

in India have to keep a fraction of their total 

net time and demand liabilities in the form 

of liquid assets to be called as statutory 

liquidity ratio. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• Loan moratorium period refers to a 

particular period of a loan tenure during 

which the borrower does not have repay 

anything. It can be described as a 

waiting period before the borrower will 

have to start paying the equated 

monthly installments (EMIs) for his or 

her loan. It doesn’t mean that he is 

completely waived off his loans. So, 

statement 1 is not correct. 

• REPO rate (now 4%) denotes Re 

Purchase Option – the rate by which 

RBI gives loans to other banks. In other 

words, it is the rate at which banks buy 

back the securities they keep with the 

RBI at a later period.  

• Bank gives loan to the public at a higher 

rate, often 1% higher than REPO rate, 

at a rate known as Bank Rate.  

• RBI at times borrows from banks at a 

rate lower than REPO rate, and that rate 

is known as Reverse REPO rate (now 

3.35%). 

• CRR or Cash Reserve Ratio 

corresponds to the percentage of cash 

each bank have to keep as cash reserve 

with RBI (in their current accounts) 

corresponding to the deposits they 

have. For example, say if State Bank of 

India (SBI) got a total deposit of Rs. 1 

crore with them, they need to keep 3 % 

of that as cash reserve with RBI (around 

3 lakh rupees). So, statement 2 is 

correct. 

• The banks and other financial 

institutions in India have to keep a 

fraction of their total net time and 

demand liabilities in the form of liquid 

assets such as G-secs, precious metals, 

approved securities etc. The Ratio of 

these liquid assets to the total demand 

and time liabilities is called Statutory 
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Liquidity Ratio (18%). So, statement 

3 is correct. 

 

2. ‘One Country Two Systems approach’, was 

sometimes seen in news is related to 

(a) China and Hong Kong 

(b) Israel and Palestine 

(c) European Union and The Great Britain 

(d) Russia and Crimea  

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

• As per the policy, the Hong Kong and 

Macau Special Administrative Regions 

(SAR), both former colonies, can have 

different economic and political systems 

from that of mainland China, while being 

part of the People’s Republic of China. 

 

3. Mount Harriet National park is located in 

which of the following state/UT? 

(a) Lakshadweep 

(b) Andaman & Nicobar Island 

(c) Jammu & Kashmir 

(d) Himachal Pradesh 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• Mount Harriet National Park is a national 

park located in the Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands union territory of India. 

 

 

 

 

4. In context to Open Skies Treaty (OST), 

consider the following: 

1. It is an agreement that allows countries to 

monitor signatories’ arms development  

2. It was signed in 1992 and entered into force 

on 2002. 

3. India has signed and Ratified it. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

About Open Skies Treaty (OST):  

• It is an agreement that allows countries to 

monitor signatories’ arms development by 

conducting unarmed reconnaissance 

surveillance flights over the territory of 

treaty countries. 

• It was signed in 1992 and entered into force 

on January 1, 2002. 

• Currently there are 34 member states while 

a 35th, Kyrgyzstan, has signed but not 

ratified it. India is not its signatory. 

• It establishes a region of unarmed aerial 

observation. The observation is allowed 

over the territories of the signatories. It 

enhances mutual understanding and gives 

confidence to all participants. 

• It is considered as one of the most wide-

ranging arms control effort that promotes 
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transparency and openness amongst 

military forces. 

• Open Skies Consultative Commission:  

• It is the implementing body for the Treaty 

on Open Skies.  

• It comprises representatives from each 

state party to the treaty and meets monthly 

at the Vienna headquarters of the 

Organization for Security and Co-

Operation in Europe. 

 

5. With reference to Textile Committee, consider 

the following: 

1. It is a statutory body established in 1963 

through an Act of Parliament and is under 

the administrative control of the Ministry 

of Textiles. 

2. It has been formed to ensure the quality of 

textiles and textile machinery both for 

internal consumption and export purpose. 

3. Its Chairman of the Committee is 

nominated by the Government. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Textiles Committee: 

• It is a statutory body established in 1963 

through an Act of Parliament and is under 

the administrative control of the Ministry 

of Textiles. 

• It has been formed to ensure the quality of 

textiles and textile machinery both for 

internal consumption and export purpose. 

• It is tasked with the functions of 

establishing laboratories for the testing of 

textiles and textile machinery. It provides 

for their inspection and examination. 

• Its Chairman of the Committee is 

nominated by the Government. 

Highlights: 

• It will now test and certify the Personal 

Protective Equipment (PPE) body coveralls 

required for healthcare workers and other 

Covid-19 warriors. 

• Personal protective equipment (PPE): It 

refers to protective clothing, helmets, 

gloves, face shields, goggles, facemasks 

and/or respirators or other equipment 

designed to protect the wearer from injury 

or the spread of infection or illness. 

• It is the ninth approved laboratory to test 

and certify body coveralls. The national 

accreditation body, National Accreditation 

Board for Testing & Calibration 

Laboratories (NABL) has approved the lab 

facility under the textile committee. 

• It has come up with fully indigenously 

designed (Make in India) PPE Testing 

Equipment, i.e. Synthetic Blood 

Penetration Testing equipment, required 

for determination of the resistance of 
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protective clothing materials to penetration 

by blood and body fluids. 

• This will help in overcoming the challenges 

of non-availability of reputed domestic 

manufacturers of PPE testing equipment. 

Further, there is a delay/long gestation 

period to import machines from China. 

 

6. Consider the following, with regard to Coir 

Geotextile: 

1. It is permeable, natural and strong fabric 

with high durability. 

2. It protects the land surface and promotes 

quick vegetation. 

3. It can dissipate the energy of flowing water 

and absorb the excess solar radiation. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Coir Geotextile: 

• It is a 100% natural fiber, obtained from a 

renewable source – the coconut husk. 

• It is naturally resistant to rot, molds and 

moisture, and free from any microbial 

attack hence it needs no chemical 

treatment. It has a permeable, natural and 

strong fabric with high durability. 

• It is permeable, natural and strong fabric 

with high durability. 

• It protects the land surface and promotes 

quick vegetation. 

• It is totally biodegradable, and helps in soil 

stabilisation. 

• It can dissipate the energy of flowing water 

and absorb the excess solar radiation. 

• Geotextiles: It is a permeable fabric which, 

when used in association with soil, have the 

ability to separate, filter, reinforce, protect, 

or drain. These are typically made from 

polypropylene or polyester. 

Uses: 

• They are also used for sand dune armoring 

to protect upland coastal property from 

storm surge, wave action and flooding. 

• They are used as matting to stabilize flow 

in stream channels and swales. 

• They can improve soil strength at a lower 

cost than conventional Soil Nailing. 

 

7. Consider the following statements regarding 

Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) cardholders: 

1. It is granted for PIOs of all countries as 

long as their home countries allow dual 

citizenship. 

2. OCI does not amount to a dual citizenship 

as the Indian Constitution forbids dual 

citizenship or dual nationality. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 
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(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2005, 

expanded the scope of grant of OCI for 

PIOs of all countries except Pakistan and 

Bangladesh as long as their home 

countries all dual citizenship under their 

local laws. So, statement 1 is incorrect. 

• It must be noted here that the OCI is not 

actually a dual citizenship as the Indian 

Constitution forbids dual citizenship or 

dual nationality (Article 9). OCI does not 

confer political rights. The registered 

Overseas Citizens of India shall not be 

entitled to the rights conferred on a citizen 

of India under article 16 of the Constitution 

with regard to equality of opportunity in 

matters of public employment. So, 

statement 2 is correct. 

 

8. With reference to SWAYAM Prabha, consider 

the following statements: 

1. It is an initiative of the Ministry of 

Electronics and Information Technology. 

2. It provides 32 high quality educational 

channels through DTH. 

3. The channels use GSAT-3 satellite for 

telecasting. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

NOT Correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• SWAYAM Prabha is an initiative of the 

Ministry of Human Resource 

Development. Hence, statement 1 is not 

correct. 

• It provides 32 high quality educational 

channels through DTH (direct-to-home) in 

the whole country 24*7. Hence, statement 

2 is correct. 

• The channels under the initiative use 

GSAT-15 satellites for telecasting. Hence, 

statement 3 is not correct. 

 

 

9. Consider the following statements regarding 

Advance Authorisation Scheme: 

1. It allows duty free import of inputs, which 

are physically incorporated in export 

products. 

2. The Ministry of Finance, by means of 

public notice, may exclude any product(s) 

from the purview of the scheme. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 
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(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

• The Advance Authorisation Scheme allows 

duty free import of inputs, which are 

physically incorporated in export products. 

Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

• The Directorate General of Foreign Trade 

(DGFT), by means of public notice, may 

exclude any product(s) from the purview of 

the scheme. The DGFT works under the 

Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 

Hence, statement 2 is not correct. 

 

10. Which of the following are the ways in which 

aircrafts help in weather forecasting? 

1. They provide information on temperature 

in the upper atmosphere. 

2. They provide information on wind speed in 

the upper atmosphere. 

3. They help to warn of developing 

thunderstorms. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• Aircrafts relay data about temperature and 

wind speed in the upper atmosphere to 

meteorological agencies the world over. 

Hence, statement 1 and 2 are correct. 

• Aviation-generated data is also helpful to 

warn of developing thunderstorms that 

often begin at the heights aircraft traverse. 

Hence, statement 3 is correct. 
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1. Consider the following statements regarding 

PM-CARES Fund: 

1. It is meant for supporting relief or 

assistance relating to a public health 

emergency only. 

2. It is set up as a public charitable trust. 

3. It has replaced the Prime Minister’s 

National Relief Fund (PMNRF). 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• PM-CARES is meant for supporting relief 

or assistance of any kind relating to a public 

health emergency or any other kind of 

emergency, calamity or distress, either 

man-made or natural. Hence statement 1 is 

not correct. 

• PM-CARES is set up as a public charitable 

trust. Hence statement 2 is correct. 

• PM-CARES is different from the Prime 

Minister’s National Relief Fund (PMNRF) 

and PMNRF still exists. Hence statement 3 

is not correct. 

 

2. Consider the following statements regarding 

Electronic Way Bill (E-Way Bill) scheme: 

1. It is used for tracking inter-state 

movements of goods only. 

2. It reduces the travel time as well as costs. 

3. Under the scheme, the value of goods 

should not exceed Rs 50000. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• Electronic Way Bill or E-Way Bill offers 

the technological framework to track intra-

state as well as inter-state movements of 

goods. Hence, statement 1 is not correct. 

• It will help the logistics industry by 

increasing the average distances travelled 

and reducing the travel time as well as 

costs. Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

• Under the scheme, goods of value 

exceeding Rs 50,000, for sales beyond 10 

km in the Goods and Services Tax (GST) 

regime are tracked. Hence, statement 3 is 

not correct. 

 

3. Consider the following statements regarding 

‘Counter Cyclical Capital Buffer (CCyB)’: 

1. It is the capital to be kept by a bank to meet 

business cycle related risks. 

2. It is one of the themes of Basel III norms. 

3. In India, the amount of the CCyB may vary 

from 0 to 5 % of total Risk Weighted Assets 

(RWA) of the banks. 
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Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• Counter Cyclical Capital Buffer (CCyB) is 

the capital to be kept by a bank to meet 

business cycle related risks. Hence, 

statement 1 is correct. 

• CCyB is one of the themes of Basel III 

norms. Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

• In India, the amount of the CCyB may vary 

from 0 to 2.5% of total Risk Weighted 

Assets (RWA) of the banks. Hence, 

statement 3 is not correct. 

 

4. Consider the following statements regarding  

Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation 

(Adaptation of State Laws) Order, 2020, 

consider the following statements: 

1. It substitutes the existing clause of 

‘domicile’ by the ‘permanent resident of 

the Union Territory’. 

2. It enables non-domiciles to apply for the 

gazetted and non-gazetted posts in Jammu 

and Kashmir. 

3. People registered as migrants under Relief 

and Rehabilitation Commissioner 

(Migrants) will not be considered 

domiciles. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

NOT correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• The Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation 

(Adaptation of State Laws) Order, 2020 

substitute the clause for ‘permanent 

resident of the State’ under the Jammu and 

Kashmir Civil Services (Decentralisation 

and Recruitment) Act, 2010, by ‘Domicile’ 

of the Union Territory. Hence, statement 1 

is not correct. 

• Before these orders, only permanent 

residents of J&K were eligible to apply for 

the gazetted and non-gazetted posts but 

now non-domiciles can also apply for these 

posts. Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

• Someone who is registered as a migrant by 

the Relief and Rehabilitation 

Commissioner (Migrants) will fall into the 

criteria for being a domicile. Hence, 

statement 3 is not correct. 

 

5. Consider the following statements: 

1. MSME is the second largest employment 

generating sector after agriculture which 

provides employment to around 120 

million persons in India. 
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2. According to revised definitions by the 

Ministry of MSMEs any firm with 

investment up to Rs 10 crore and turnover 

upto Rs 50 crore is a small industry. 

3. Recently Government of India has 

launched a new programme ‘ReStart’ to 

support the Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprise (MSME) sector in the country. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

• MSME is the second largest employment 

generating sector after agriculture which 

provides employment to around 120 

million persons in India. So, statement 1 is 

correct. 

• Under the new MSME Classification 

MSMEs will now be defined in a composite 

manner, taking both investments as well as 

turnover into account. 

• Micro: Any firm with investment up to Rs 

1 crore and turnover under Rs 5 crore. 

• Small: Any firm with investment up to Rs 

10 crore and turnover upto Rs 50 crore. So, 

statement 2 is correct. 

• Medium: Any firm with investment up to 

Rs 20 crore and turnover under Rs 100 

crore.  

• Recently Andhra Pradesh Government has 

launched a new programme ‘ReStart’ to 

support the Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprise (MSME) sector in the state. So, 

statement 3 is not correct. 
 

6. Consider the following pairs: 

               Pass                    State/UT 

1. Nathu La          -             Sikkim 

2. Rohtang La       -              Himachal Pradesh 

3. Zoji La                -              Jammu & Kashmir 

Which of the pairs given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

• Zoji La pass in present in the UT of 

Ladakh. 
 

7. Eugenia sphaerocarpa, Goniothalamus 

sericeus, Memecylon nervosum are few 

species newly discovered by the Botanical 

Survey of India. They were found in which of 

the following places? 

(a) Western Ghats 

(b) Eastern Ghats 

(c) Eastern Himalayas 

(d) Andaman & Nicobar Islands 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

• All the three were found in Western Ghats. 
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About Eugenia Sphaerocarpa: 

• It belongs to the Myrtaceae or Rose apple 

family. 

• A good population of Eugenia 

sphaerocarpa is growing in the Kakkayam 

area of the Malabar wildlife sanctuary in 

Kerala above 800m. 

• The epithet ‘sphaerocarpa’ denotes to the 

large, showy lemon-yellow spherical fruits. 

The fruits of Eugenia species are known for 

their palatability. 

About Goniothalamus Sericeus: 

• It belongs to the Annonaceae family of 

custard apple. 

• A small number of Goniothalamus sericeus 

plants have been found in the 

Kanniyakumari wildlife sanctuary in Tamil 

Nadu at an altitude of 1400m. 

• Mature flowers with characteristic 

greenish-yellow to beige petals are fragrant 

while the fruits are very showy and an 

attractive golden yellow in colour. Sericeus 

refers to the presence of dense silky hair on 

petals. 

About Memecylon Nervosum: 

• It belongs to the Melastomataceae 

(Kayamboo or Kaasavu in local parlance) 

family. 

• A small population of nervosum was also 

found at the Kanniyakumari wildlife 

sanctuary in Tamil Nadu at an altitude 

between 700-900m. 

• The species has showy purplish-blue 

flowers and mauve to purplish red fruits. 

Nervosum refers to the presence of 

prominently raised lateral and 

intramarginal veins on the lower surface of 

the lamina. 

 

8. With reference to Dark net, consider the 

following: 

1. It refers to encrypted networks on the 

Internet that are not indexed by search 

engines such as Google, Yahoo or Bing.  

2. It is a layer of the Internet accessible only 

by using special software like Tor (The 

Onion Router), or I2P (Invisible Internet 

Project). 

3. It is a network that are available to the 

general Internet public and accessible via 

authorization, specific software and 

configurations. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

About Dark Net: 

• It refers to encrypted networks on the 

Internet that are not indexed by search 

engines such as Google, Yahoo or Bing.  
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• It is a layer of the Internet accessible only 

by using special software like Tor (The 

Onion Router), or I2P (Invisible Internet 

Project). 

• It is a network that are only available to a 

select group of people and not to the 

general Internet public, and only accessible 

via authorization, specific software and 

configurations. 

• It includes harmless places such as 

academic databases and corporate sites, as 

well as those with shadier subjects such as 

black markets, fetish communities, and 

hacking and piracy. 

• The terms "dark net" and "dark web" are 

occasionally used interchangeably, but 

with subtle differences in meaning. Dark 

net is a network built over the Internet 

whereas dark web refers to websites on a 

darknet. 

About Deep Web and Surface Web: 

• The "Dark net" is commonly confused with 

"deep web." The deep web refers to 

unindexed sites which are unsearchable; in 

most cases, this is because those sites are 

protected by passwords. 

• The Part of the WWW (World Wide Web) 

which is not indexed by a search engine 

like Google is Deep Web and it about 500-

600 times larger than the surface web. 

• The Surface Web Is also called the Visible 

Web, Indexed Web, Indexable Web or 

Lightnet -is that portion of the World Wide 

Web that is readily available to the general 

public and searchable with standard web 

search engines. It is the opposite of the deep 

web. It only constitutes 4-6% of the whole 

web. 

 

9. In context to Unified Mobile Application for 

New-age Governance (UMANG) app, 

consider the following: 

1. It is an all-in-one single, unified, secure, 

multi-channel, multi-platform, multi-

lingual, multi-service mobile app, powered 

by a robust back-end platform  

2. It provides all pan India e-Gov services like 

Aadhaar and Digilocker on one single 

platform. 

3. It is developed by the Ministry of 

Electronics and Information Technology 

(MeitY) and National e-Governance 

Division (NeGD) 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About UMANG App: 

• It is a government of India all-in-one 

single, unified, secure, multi-channel, 

multi-platform, multi-lingual, multi-

service mobile app, powered by a robust 
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back-end platform providing access to high 

impact services of various organization 

(Central and State). 

• It is Launched in 2017 to bring all 

government services on a single mobile 

app, with a larger goal to make the 

government services accessible on the 

mobile phone of our citizens. 

• It is developed by the Ministry of 

Electronics and Information Technology 

(MeitY) and National e-Governance 

Division (NeGD) 

• About 660 services from 127 department & 

25 states, including utility payments are 

live and more are in pipeline. 

• The 7 services hosted on IMD website 

include Current Weather, Nowcast (Three 

hourly warnings of localized weather 

phenomena), City Forecast, Rainfall 

information, Tourism Forecast, Warnings 

(It is colour coded in Red, Orange and 

yellow are the alert levels with Red as the 

most severe category) and Cyclone 

Key Features of UMANG App: 

• The UMANG App provides a unified 

approach where you can install one 

application to avail multiple government 

services. 

• It contains 162 services of 33 departments 

or applications and 4 States. 

• It is a single mobile app that have an access 

to 1200 services of various government 

offices from Centre, State and utility 

services. It provides all pan India e-Gov 

services like Aadhaar and Digilocker on 

one single platform. 

• Whether one needs to pay utility bills, file 

income tax, book a gas cylinder, know 

about your Provident fund account or have 

Aadhaar related query, UMANG provides 

all these Services. 
 

10. Consider the following, with regard to SpaceX 

Demo-2 mission: 

1. It is part of NASA’s Commercial Crew 

Program, and will fly two astronauts on 

SpaceX’s Crew Dragon spacecraft. 

2. It is essentially a flight test to certify 

SpaceX’s crew transportation system. 

3. This test includes the spacecraft (Crew 

Dragon), the launch vehicle (Falcon 9), the 

launch pad (LC-39A) and the operations 

Capabilities. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About SpaceX Demo-2 Mission: 

• It is part of NASA’s Commercial Crew 

Program, and will fly two astronauts on 

SpaceX’s Crew Dragon spacecraft. 
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• It is essentially a flight test to certify if 

SpaceX’s crew transportation system can 

be used to ferry crew to and from the space 

station regularly. 

• It is the final flight test for the system and 

intends to validate its different 

components, including the spacecraft 

(Crew Dragon), the launch vehicle (Falcon 

9), the launch pad (LC-39A) and the 

operations capabilities. 

About the Commercial Crew Program: 

• Its main objective is to make access to 

space easier in terms of its cost, so that 

cargo and crew can be easily transported to 

and from the ISS, enabling greater 

scientific research. 

• The Boeing and SpaceX were selected by 

NASA in September 2014 to develop 

transportation systems meant to transfer 

crew from the US to the ISS. 

Significance: 

• NASA encouraged private companies such 

as Boeing and SpaceX to provide crew 

transportation services to and from Low-

Earth orbit, NASA intends to focus on 

building spacecraft and rockets meant for 

deep space exploration missions. 
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1. Consider the following statements: 

1. India is a Consultative Member of the 

Antarctic Treaty System. 

2. Dakshin Gangotri and Maitri are Indian 

stations in Antarctica whereas Bharati is an 

Indian station in the Arctic. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

NOT correct? 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• India officially acceded to the Antarctic 

Treaty System on 1st August 1983. On 12 

September 1983, India became the fifteenth 

Consultative Member of the Antarctic 

Treaty. Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

• India is expanding its infrastructure 

development in Antarctica. The newest 

base commissioned in 2015 is Bharati. 

India is rebuilding its station, Maitri to 

make it bigger and last for at least 30 more 

years. Dakshin Gangotri is the first Indian 

base established at Antarctica in 1984. 

Hence, statement 2 is not correct. 

 

2. Consider the following statements regarding 

‘Organic food market’: 

1. India is the world’s largest organic market. 

2. Sikkim is the first organic state in the 

world. 

3. Indian Organic food sector is primarily 

driven by domestic demand. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• The United States is the world’s largest 

organic market, followed by Germany, 

France, China, Canada, and the United 

Kingdom.India has the largest number of 

organic producers. Hence, statement 1 is 

not correct. 

• Sikkim is the first organic state in the 

world. Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

• The Indian Organic food sector is primarily 

driven by exports, comprising around 80% 

of the market value. Hence, statement 3 is 

not correct. 

 

3. Consider the following statements regarding 

International Search and Rescue Advisory 

Group (INSARAG): 

1. INSARAG is a global network of countries 

and organisations under the United Nations 

umbrella. 

2. INSARAG’s primary purpose is to 

establish minimum international standards 

for international coordination in earthquake 

response. 
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Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• International Search and Rescue Advisory 

Group (INSARAG) is a global network of 

more than 90 countries and organisations 

under the United Nations umbrella. Hence, 

statement 1 is correct. 

• INSARAG deals with Urban Search and 

Rescue (USAR) related issues, aiming to 

establish minimum international standards 

for international coordination in earthquake 

response based on its Guidelines. Hence, 

statement 2 is correct. 

 
 

4. Consider the following statements regarding 

Indian pangolin: 

1. It is found throughout India. 

2. It is a ‘critically endangered species’ under 

the IUCN Red List. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d) 

 

Explanation: 

• Indian Pangolin is widely distributed in 

India, except the arid region, high 

Himalayas and the North-East. Hence, 

statement 1 is not correct. 

• It is an ‘endangered species’ under the 

IUCN Red List. Hence, statement 2 is not 

correct. 

 

5. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban 

Treaty (CTBT) is the Treaty banning all 

nuclear explosions – everywhere, by 

everyone. 

2. A comprehensive test ban has been defined 

as a “zero yield” test ban that would 

prohibit supercritical hydro-nuclear tests 

but not sub-critical hydrodynamic nuclear 

tests. 

3. India, North Korea and Pakistan have not 

yet signed the Treaty. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• All the three statements are correct. 
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6. With reference to ‘Deposit Insurance on 

Bank’s Deposit’, consider the following 

statements: 

1. Deposit insurance is providing insurance 

protection to the depositor’s money by 

receiving a premium. 

2. Insurance Regulator Development 

Authority (IRDA) is responsible to issue 

the depositor’s money in case of bank’s 

failure. 

3. Under the scheme it insures all types of 

bank deposits including savings, fixed and 

recurring with an insured bank. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• Deposit insurance is providing insurance 

protection to the depositor’s money by 

receiving a premium. So statement 1 is 

correct. 

• The government has set up Deposit 

Insurance and Credit Guarantee 

Corporation (DICGC) under RBI to protect 

depositors if a bank fails. So, statement 2 is 

incorrect. 

• Every insured bank pays premium 

amounting to 0.001% of its deposits to 

DICGC every year. 

• This scheme insures all types of bank 

deposits including savings, fixed and 

recurring with an insured bank. So, 

statement 3 is correct. 
 

7. With respect to the MGNREGA, which of the 

statement(s) is/are correct? 

1. The primary objective of the scheme is to 

guarantee 100 days of employment in every 

financial year to adult members of any rural 

household willing to do public work-

related both skilled and unskilled manual 

work. 

2. Wages must be paid according to the 

statutory minimum wages specified for 

agricultural labourers in the state under the 

Minimum Wages Act, 1948. 

3. The act mandates Gram Sabhas to 

recommend the works that are to be 

undertaken and at least 50% of the works 

must be executed by them. 

Select the correct answer from the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• MGNREGA is one of the largest work 

guarantee programmes in the world. 

• The primary objective of the scheme is to 

guarantee 100 days of employment in every 

financial year to adult members of any rural 



UPSC MAY - 2020 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 26 

www.iasgatewayy.com 
 

household willing to do public work-

related unskilled manual work only. So 

statement 1 is not correct. 

• Unlike earlier employment guarantee 

schemes, the act aims at addressing the 

causes of chronic poverty through a rights-

based framework. 

• At least one-third of beneficiaries have to 

be women. 

• Wages must be paid according to the 

statutory minimum wages specified for 

agricultural labourers in the state under the 

Minimum Wages Act, 1948. So statement 

2 is correct. 

• The most important part of MGNREGA’s 

design is its legally-backed guarantee for 

any rural adult to get work within 15 days 

of demanding it, failing which an 

‘unemployment allowance’ must be given. 

• This demand-driven scheme enables the 

self-selection of workers. 

• There is an emphasis on strengthening the 

process of decentralisation by giving a 

significant role in Panchayati Raj 

Institutions (PRIs) in planning and 

implementing these works. 

• The act mandates Gram Sabhas to 

recommend the works that are to be 

undertaken and at least 50% of the works 

must be executed by them. So statement 3 

is correct. 

 

 

8. In context to CoAST India, consider the 

following: 

1. It is a platform collaboration with Anand-

based Forest Ecological Security (FES) as 

its main nodal point. 

2. It draws information from 55 organisations 

on the ground, mostly in villages. 

3. It is a GIS-enabled dashboard that includes 

an India map reflecting the movement of 

migrants in real time. 

Which of the Statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• India Observatory has come up with a GIS-

enabled dashboard that includes an India 

map reflecting the movement of migrants 

in real time on their long journeys, along 

with facilities and relief organisations on 

their routes. 

About: 

• It is a platform collaboration with Anand-

based Forest Ecological Security (FES) as 

its main nodal point, is called CoAST India 

(Collaboration/Covid Action Support 

Group). 

• It draws information from 55 organisations 

on the ground, mostly in villages. 
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• It aims to make such data available so that 

it would enable governments and small 

local civil society groups to be of 

assistance. 

• It matches “time and spatial data, on 

administrative facilities in the area, 

transportation and healthcare facilities of 

an area and summaries, on the fly, in real 

time of people passing by. 

• The India Observatory was set up in 

December 2019, with FES focused on 

ecological issues about forests, water 

bodies, conservation, etc. that needed “a 

bird’s eye view or a satellite’s vision”. 

 

9. With reference to Number-18 - Flying Bullets, 

consider the following: 

1. It is a Squadron with a fleet of the Light 

Combat Aircraft (LCA). 

2. It is formed in 1965 and has the distinction 

of being the first to land and operate from 

Srinagar.  

3. LCA Tejas is a supersonic combat aircraft, 

which is considered the lightest and the 

smallest of its kind. 

Which of the Statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: b) 

 

Explanation: 

• The Indian Air Force (IAF) has set to 

operationalize its squadron called the 

Number-18 - Flying Bullets with a fleet of 

the Light Combat Aircraft (LCA). 

About: 

• It will be launched by the Chief of the Air 

Staff, on May 27, 2020. 

• It will be the second Indian Air Force 

squadron to operate with the modern multi-

role light fighter aircraft. 

• The No.18 Squadron was formed in 1965 

and has the distinction of being the first to 

land and operate from Srinagar.  

• It has also produced a Param Veer Chakra 

awardee during the 1971 war with Pakistan.  

• It has been revived on the 1st April this year 

at the Sulur base. 

• LCA Tejas: It is a tailless, fourth 

generation, compound delta-wing aircraft 

developed by the Hindustan Aeronautics 

Limited.  

• The supersonic combat aircraft is 

considered the lightest and the smallest of 

its kind. 

10. Consider the following, with regard to South 

Atlantic Anomaly (SAA): 

1. It is an area where the Earth's inner Van 

Allen radiation belt comes closest to the 

Earth's surface. 
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2. It is the near-Earth region where the Earth's 

magnetic field is weakest relative to an 

idealized Earth-centered dipole field. 

3. This leads to an increased flux of energetic 

particles in this region and exposes orbiting 

satellites to high level of radiation. 

Which of the Statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• The magnetic field around the earth has lost 

almost 10% of its strength over the last two 

centuries. The magnetic field of the earth 

protects us from the solar radiation. 

• A rapid shrink has been observed in the 

South Atlantic Anomaly (SAA), a stretch 

between Africa and South America.  

About South Atlantic Anomaly (SAA): 

• It is an area where the Earth's inner Van 

Allen radiation belt comes closest to the 

Earth's surface, dipping down to an altitude 

of 200 kilometres. 

• This leads to an increased flux of energetic 

particles in this region and exposes orbiting 

satellites to higher-than-usual levels of 

radiation. 

• The effect is caused by the non-

concentricity of the Earth and its magnetic 

dipole.  

• It is the near-Earth region where the Earth's 

magnetic field is weakest relative to an 

idealized Earth-centered dipole field. 

About Pole Reversal: 

• The most speculated reason behind this is 

that there is a chance that the time for 

Earth's pole reversal is coming near. It is 

when the north and south magnetic poles 

flip.  

• This flip will not occur immediately or 

suddenly, and will happen over centuries, 

there would be multiple north and south 

magnetic poles during this period, all 

around the planet. 

• This is not the first time that pole reversal 

will be happening on the Earth. This event 

has occurred few times in the history of our 

planet, as per the scientists and we are long 

overdue by the average rate at which these 

reversals take place (roughly every 250,000 

years).  

Effect of Weakening Magnetic Field:  

• It is not going to affect or alarm the general 

public to a huge extent. 

• Though, it causes technical difficulties for 

various satellites and spacecrafts, as the 

magnetic field getting weaker, charged 

particles from the cosmos can penetrate 

through to the altitudes that Low-Earth 

orbiting satellites fly at. 
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1. The Chairmen of public sector banks are 

selected by the 

(a) Banks Board Bureau 

(b) Reserve Bank of India 

(c) Union Ministry of Finance 

(d) Management of concerned bank 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

• Bank Board Bureau is responsible for 

selection and appointment of Board of 

Directors in Public Sector Banks and 

Financial Institutions. 

 

2. Consider the following statements regarding 

‘Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups 

(PVTGs): 

1. 75 tribal groups have been categorised as 

PVTGs by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs. 

2. ‘Katkari’ is one of the PVTGs. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• 75 tribal groups have been categorised by 

the Ministry of Home Affairs as 

‘Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups 

(PVTGs). Hence, statement 1 is not correct. 

• ‘Katkari’ is one of the 75 Particularly 

Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs). 

People belonging to the tribe are located 

primarily in Raigad and in parts of Palghar, 

Ratnagiri and Thane districts of 

Maharashtra as well as in some places of 

Gujarat. Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

 

3. Consider the following statements regarding 

Purandara Dasa: 

1. He is one of the Three Jewels of Carnatic 

music. 

2. He belonged to the Shaivite tradition 

during the Vijayanagar rule. 

3. He composed songs in Kannada and 

Sanskrit. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

NOT correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• Purandara Dasa is considered the father of 

Carnatic music. The Trinity of Carnatic 

music or the Three Jewels of Carnatic 

music consists of Tyagaraja, Muthuswami 

Dikshitar and Syama Sastri. Hence, 

statement 1 is not correct. 

• He belonged to the Vaishnava tradition 

during the Vijayanagar rule. He was a great 

devotee of Lord Krishna. Hence, statement 

2 is not correct. 



UPSC MAY - 2020 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASS TEST – 27 

www.iasgatewayy.com 
 

• He composed songs in Kannada and 

Sanskrit with the pen name Purandara 

Vithala. Hence, statement 3 is correct. 

 

4. Consider the following statements:  

1. Turtles are the reptiles, characterized by a 

cartilaginous shell developed from their 

ribs. 

2. Reptiles are generally cold-blooded 

animals. 

3. Cold-blooded species have a higher range 

of body temperature. 

Which of the above-mentioned statements 

is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• Turtles are the reptiles of the order 

Testudines, characterized by a special bony 

or cartilaginous shell developed from their 

ribs and acting as a shield. Hence, 

statement 1 is correct. 

• Reptiles are cold-blooded species. Hence, 

statement 2 is correct. 

• They have a higher range of body 

temperature and move between 

environments to make themselves warmer 

or cooler. Hence, statement 3 is correct. 

 

 

5. In the context of Bharat Stage Norms, consider 

the following statements: 

1. The Central Pollution Control Board 

(CPCB) is responsible for deciding the fuel 

standard in the country. 

2. Government of India has decided to roll on 

from BS-V norms to BS-VI norms from 

April 2020. 

3. On-board diagnostics (OBD) is mandatory 

for all BS-VI automobiles which is a 

sophisticated emission control device for 

optimum efficiency throughout the life of 

the vehicle. 

Which of the statement given above is correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) None 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• The Bharat Stage (BS) is emission standard 

instituted by the Government of India to 

regulate the output of air pollutants from 

motor vehicles. 

• The Environment Ministry is responsible 

for deciding the fuel standard in the 

country. The Central Pollution Control 

Board (CPCB) implements these standards. 

So, statement 1 is not correct. 

• To curb growing menace of air pollution 

through the vehicles emission, the 

Government of India has decided to 

leapfrog from the exiting BS – IV norms to 
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the BS- VI, thereby skipping the BS – V 

norms, and to implement the BS – VI 

norms with effect from 1st April 2020. So, 

statement 2 is not correct. 

• The shift makes on-board diagnostics 

(OBD) mandatory for all automobiles. The 

OBD unit will be able to identify likely 

areas of malfunction by means of fault 

codes stored on a computer ensuring that 

sophisticated emission control device 

which is fitted in a BS-VI vehicle runs at 

optimum efficiency throughout the life of 

the vehicle. So, statement 3 is correct. 

 

6. With respect to the stubble burning, consider 

the following statements: 

1. It is a common practice followed by 

farmers to prepare fields for sowing of 

wheat in November as there is little time 

left between the harvesting of paddy and 

sowing of wheat. 

2. Open stubble burning emits large amounts 

of toxic pollutants in the atmosphere which 

contain harmful gases like methane (CH4), 

Carbon Monoxide (CO), Volatile organic 

compound (VOC) and carcinogenic 

polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons. 

3. Stubble burning has been reduced 

drastically in recent years as compared to 

before. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• It is a common practice followed by 

farmers to prepare fields for sowing of 

wheat in November as there is little time 

left between the harvesting of paddy and 

sowing of wheat. So, statement 1 is correct. 

• Open stubble burning emits large amounts 

of toxic pollutants in the atmosphere which 

contain harmful gases like methane (CH4), 

Carbon Monoxide (CO), Volatile organic 

compound (VOC) and carcinogenic 

polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons. So, 

statement 2 is correct. 

• Government data show that across the 

State, between April 15 and May 24, 

13,026 incidents of stubble burning have 

surfaced. Last year the number of such 

incidents during the same period was 

10,476. In 2018, Punjab recorded 11,236 

fire incidents. So, statement 3 is not correct. 

 

7. In the Context to the Minerals, which of the 

statement(s) is/are correct? 

1. The state governments grant permission for 

mining or Mineral Concession for all the 

minerals located within the boundary of the 

state. 

2. However, for minerals specified in the First 

Schedule to the Mines and Minerals 
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(Development and Regulation) Act, 1957, 

Central government approval is necessary 

before granting the mineral concession. 

3. Minerals specified under the First Schedule 

include hydrocarbons, atomic minerals and 

metallic minerals such as iron ore, bauxite 

copper ore, lead precious stones, zinc and 

gold. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• The state governments grant permission for 

mining, known as mineral concessions, for 

all the minerals located within the 

boundary of the state, under the provisions 

of the Mines and Minerals (Development 

and Regulation) Act, 1957 and Mineral 

Concession Rules, 1960. So, statement 1 is 

correct. 

• However, for minerals specified in the First 

Schedule to the Mines and Minerals 

(Development and Regulation) Act, 1957, 

Central government approval is necessary 

before granting the mineral concession. So, 

statement 2 is correct. 

• Minerals specified under the First Schedule 

include hydrocarbons, atomic minerals and 

metallic minerals such as iron ore, bauxite 

copper ore, lead precious stones, zinc and 

gold. So, statement 3 is correct. 

 

8. Consider the following, with regard to 

Tianwen-1: 

1. It is the First Jupiter mission of China. 

2. It is an all-in-one orbiter, lander and rover. 

3. It will search the Martian surface for water, 

ice, investigate soil characteristics. 

Which of the Statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• China will launch its first Mars mission, the 

‘Tianwen-1’, which is expected to land on 

the Red Planet’s surface in the first quarter 

of 2021.   

About Tianwen-1 

• It is an all-in-one orbiter, lander and rover. 

• It will search the Martian surface for water, 

ice, investigate soil characteristics. 

• It will study the atmosphere, among 

completing other objectives. 

• This mission will lift off on a Long March 

5 rocket.  

• The success of the mission will make China 

the third country to achieve a Mars landing 

after the USSR and the United States. 
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• It is expected to take off in late July, around 

the same time when NASA is launching its 

own Mars mission– the ambitious 

‘Perseverance’ which aims to collect 

Martian samples and bring them back to 

Earth in a two-part campaign. 

 

9. With reference to Katkari Tribes, consider the 

following: 

1. They are one of the 75 Particularly 

Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs). 

2. They are located primarily in Raigad and in 

parts of Maharashtra. 

3. The making and bartering or sale of 

Catechu from the Khair tree are their forest 

based activities. 

Which of the Statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Katkari Tribes: 

• They are one of the 75 Particularly 

Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs). 

• They are located primarily in Raigad and in 

parts of Palghar, Ratnagiri and Thane 

districts of Maharashtra as well as in some 

places of Gujarat. 

• They were historically forest dwellers. The 

name Katkari is derived from a forest-

based activity – the making and bartering 

or sale of Catechu from the Khair tree 

(Acacia Katechu). 

• The Catechu is an extract of acacia trees 

used variously as a food additive, dye, etc.  

• It is extracted by boiling the wood in water 

and evaporating the resulting brew. 

 

10. In context to Shahi Lichi, consider the 

following: 

1. It is a variety of Lichi that is grown in 

Muzaffarpur, Bihar. 

2. It was accorded the Geographical 

Indication (GI) tag recognition in 2018. 

3. India is the second largest producer of Lichi 

in the world after China. 

Which of the Statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Shahi Lichi: 

• It is a variety of lichi that is grown in 

Muzaffarpur and has high pulp and is 

juicier compared to the litchi grown in 

other parts of the country. 

• The humid condition and alluvial soil 

having fairly good amount of calcium 

content in Muzaffarpur, Darbhanga, and 
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nearby areas, proved ideal for lichi 

cultivation in Bihar. 

• India is the second largest producer of lichi 

in the world after China. 

• Bihar is the leading state for lichi 

production in the country. Production is 

mostly organic. 

• It was accorded the Geographical 

Indication (GI) tag recognition in 2018. 
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1. Consider the following statements regarding 

Indian Ocean Commission (IOC): 

1. It is an intergovernmental body which aims 

to protect the interests of the Western 

Indian Ocean islands. 

2. It consists of Madagascar, Comoros, La 

Réunion (French overseas territory), 

Mauritius, Seychelles and India. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

• The Indian Ocean Commission (IOC) is an 

intergovernmental body created in 1984 to 

defend the interests of the Western Indian 

Ocean islands. Hence, statement 1 is 

correct. 

• It consists of Madagascar, Comoros, La 

Réunion (French overseas territory), 

Mauritius and Seychelles. The 

Commission has five observers — India, 

China, European Union (EU), Malta and 

International Organisation of La 

Francophonie (OIF). Hence, statement 2 is 

not correct. 

 

 

 

 

2. Consider the following statements regarding 

‘Scheme for Adolescent Girls (SAG)’:  

1. It is a central sector scheme implemented 

by the Ministry of Women and Child 

Development. 

2. The target group of the Scheme is all 

adolescent girls in the age group of 11-18. 

3. It is being implemented through the 

Anganwadi Centres (AWCs) under the 

Integrated Child Development Scheme 

(ICDS). 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• The Scheme for Adolescent Girls (SAG) is 

a centrally sponsored scheme implemented 

by the Ministry of Women and Child 

Development. Hence, statement 1 is not 

correct. 

• The target group of the Scheme is out of 

school girls in the age group of 11-14 years. 

The scheme aims at motivating out of 

school girls to go back to formal schooling 

or vocational/skill training. Hence, 

statement 2 is not correct. 

• It is being implemented through the 

Anganwadi Centres (AWCs) under the 
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Integrated Child Development Scheme 

(ICDS). Hence, statement 3 is correct. 

 

3. Consider the following statements regarding 

‘Foreign Contribution Regulation Act 

(FCRA), 2010’ 

1. Foreign contribution cannot be accepted by 

any member of any legislature. 

2. The contribution made by Non-Resident 

Indians (NRIs) is not treated as foreign 

contribution. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• Under the Foreign Contribution Regulation 

Act (FCRA), 2010, foreign contribution 

cannot be accepted by any member of any 

legislature, any candidate for election, 

Judge, etc. Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

• A contribution made by a citizen of India 

living in another country i.e. Non-Resident 

Indian (NRI) from his personal savings, 

through the normal banking channels, is 

not treated as foreign contribution. Hence, 

statement 2 is correct. 

 

 

 

4. Katchatheevu Island, recently seen in the news, 

is located in? 

(a) Palk Strait 

(b) Andaman Sea 

(c) Pamba River 

(d) Laccadive Sea 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

• It is an uninhabited off-shore island in the 

Palk Strait used by fishermen to dry their 

nets. During British rule, it was 

administered by both India and Sri Lanka 

but in 1974 India ceded it to Sri Lanka and 

further gave fishing rights also. Hence, 

option A is the Correct Answer. 

 

5. With reference to the Hydroxy-chloroquine, 

which of the statements given below are 

correct? 

1. Hydroxy-chloroquine is an anti-malarial 

drug used in the treatment of Malaria in 

tropical countries. 

2. The drug also shows antiviral activity in 

vitro against coronaviruses, and 

specifically, SARS-CoV-2 

3. It is only used for the prophylaxis which 

prevents a person from being affected and 

not for the infected persons. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 
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(d) 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• Hydroxy-chloroquine (not to be confused 

with anti-malaria drug chloroquine) is an 

oral drug used in the treatment of 

autoimmune diseases such as rheumatoid 

arthritis. So, statement 1 is not correct. 

• Autoimmune diseases are in which the 

body's immune system attacks healthy 

cells. 

• Rheumatoid arthritis is a chronic 

inflammatory disorder affecting many 

joints, including those in the hands and feet. 

• The drug shows antiviral activity in vitro 

against coronaviruses, and specifically, 

SARS-CoV-2 [the virus that causes 

COVID-19]. So, statement 2 is correct. 

• Further, the study suggests that prophylaxis 

(treatment given to prevent disease) with 

hydroxy-chloroquine at approved doses 

could prevent SARS-CoV-2 infection and 

may help to improve viral shedding. So, 

statement 3 is correct. 

• Clinical trials are under way in China to 

know whether the drug can be used for 

treatment. 

 

6. Which of the following conditions are criteria 

to declare as a heat wave? 

1. Heat Wave need not be considered till the 

maximum temperature of a station reaches 

at least 40°C for Hilly regions and at least 

30°C for Plains. 

2. When the normal maximum temperature of 

a station is less than or equal to 40°C, Heat 

Wave Departure from normal is 5°C to 6°C 

and Severe Heat Wave Departure from 

normal is 7°C or more. 

3. When the normal maximum temperature of 

a station is more than 40°C, Heat Wave 

Departure from normal is 4°C to 5°C and 

Severe Heat Wave Departure from normal 

is 6°C or more. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• Heat Wave need not be considered till the 

maximum temperature of a station reaches 

at least 40°C for Plains and at least 30°C for 

Hilly regions. So, statement 1 is not correct. 

• When the normal maximum temperature of 

a station is less than or equal to 40°C, Heat 

Wave Departure from normal is 5°C to 6°C 

and Severe Heat Wave Departure from 

normal is 7°C or more. So, statement 2 is 

correct. 

• When the normal maximum temperature of 

a station is more than 40°C, Heat Wave 

Departure from normal is 4°C to 5°C and 
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Severe Heat Wave Departure from normal 

is 6°C or more. So, statement 3 is correct. 

• When the actual maximum temperature 

remains 45°C or more irrespective of 

normal maximum temperature, heat waves 

should be declared. 

 

7. Consider the following statements: 

1. Posting on social media is a fundamental 

right applicable to all citizens, including 

government employees. 

2. Freedom of speech and expression is 

recognized as a fundamental right in 

whatever medium it is exercised under the 

Constitution of India and it cannot be 

abrogated under any circumstances. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

• The Chief Justice of Tripura High Court in 

his order broadly remarked that posting on 

social media was tantamount to a 

“fundamental right” applicable to all 

citizens, including government employees. 

So, statement 1 is correct 

• It is seen that freedom of speech and 

expression is recognized as a fundamental 

right in whatever medium it is exercised 

under the Constitution of India and other 

international documents. 

• Freedom of Speech and Expression can be 

abrogated during the National Emergency. 

So, statement 2 is not correct. 

 

8. In context to Koreas armistice agreement, 

consider the following: 

1. It is the armistice that brought about a 

complete cessation of hostilities of the 

Korean War. 

2. South Korea never signed the Armistice 

Agreement 

3. It was signed by the United Nations 

Command (UNC), Korean People’s Army 

(KPA), and the Chinese People’s Volunteer 

Army (PVA). 

Which of the Statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Korean Armistice Agreement: 

• It is the armistice that brought about a 

complete cessation of hostilities of the 

Korean War. 

• It was signed by representatives of the 

United Nations Command (UNC), Korean 

People’s Army (KPA), and the Chinese 

People’s Volunteer Army (PVA). 
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• It is signed on 1953, and was designed to 

“ensure a complete cessation of hostilities 

and of all acts of armed force in Korea until 

a final peaceful settlement is achieved.” 

• The signed armistice established the 

Korean Demilitarized Zone (DMZ), the de 

facto new border between the two nations, 

put into force a cease-fire, and finalized 

repatriation of prisoners of war. 

• The DMZ runs close to the 38th parallel 

and has separated North and South Korea 

since the Korean Armistice Agreement was 

signed in 1953. 

• South Korea never signed the Armistice 

Agreement, due to President Syngman 

Rhee’s refusal to accept having failed to 

unify Korea by force. 

• The China normalized relations and signed 

a peace treaty with South Korea in 1992. In 

1994, China withdrew from the Military 

Armistice Commission, essentially leaving 

North Korea and the UN Command as the 

only participants in the armistice 

Agreement. 

 

9. In context to Chardham Pariyojana, consider 

the following: 

1. It is a programme taken up by the Ministry 

of Road Transport and Highways for 

connectivity improvement for Chardham in 

Uttrakhand . 

2. It works under the administrative control of 

the Ministry of Defence. 

3. It under the programme is being 

implemented on Engineering, Procurement 

and Construction (EPC) mode.  

Which of the Statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• It is a programme taken up by the Ministry 

of Road Transport and Highways for 

connectivity improvement for Chardham in 

Uttrakhand  (Kedarnath, Badrinath, 

Yamunotri and Gangotri) . 

• It envisages improvement as well as 

development of 889 km length of national 

highways. 

• The Uttarakhand State Public Works 

Department (PWD), BRO and the National 

Highway & Infrastructure Development 

Corporation Limited (NHIDCL). 

• It under the programme is being 

implemented on Engineering, Procurement 

and Construction (EPC) mode. Under the 

EPC mode, the project cost is completely 

borne by the government. 

• The contractor is directly responsible for 

ensuring quality of the work as well as 

rectification of defects and maintenance of 

the project stretch for a period of 4 years 

after completion of construction. 
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About Border Roads Organisation: 

• It was conceived and raised in 1960 by 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru for coordinating 

the speedy development of a network of 

roads in the North and the North Eastern 

border regions of the country. 

• It works under the administrative control of 

the Ministry of Defence. 

• It has diversified into a large spectrum of 

construction and development works 

comprising airfields, building projects, 

defence works and tunneling and has 

endeared itself to the people. 

 

10. Consider the following, with regard to 

Antarctic Impulsive Transient Antenna 

(ANITA): 

1. It is a radio telescope instrument to detect 

ultra-high energy cosmic-ray neutrinos 

from a scientific balloon flying over the 

continent of Antarctica.  

2. The antennas can listen to the cosmos and 

detect high-energy particles at such a 

height is known as neutrinos, which 

constantly bombard the planet. 

3. It is the first NASA observatory for 

neutrinos of any kind. 

Which of the Statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Antarctic Impulsive Transient 

Antenna (ANITA) 

• It is a radio telescope instrument to detect 

ultra-high energy cosmic-ray neutrinos 

from a scientific balloon flying over the 

continent of Antarctica.  

• It involves an array of radio antennas 

attached to a helium balloon which flies 

over the Antarctic ice sheet at 37,000 

meters. 

• The antennas can listen to the cosmos and 

detect high-energy particles at such a 

height is known as neutrinos, which 

constantly bombard the planet. 

• It is the first NASA observatory for 

neutrinos of any kind. 

• It detects neutrinos pinging in from space 

and colliding with matter in the Antarctic 

ice sheet through the Askaryan effect. 

• Askaryan Effect: It is the phenomenon 

whereby a particle traveling faster than the 

phase velocity of light in a dense dielectric 

(such as salt, ice or the lunar regolith) 

produces a shower of secondary charged 

particles. 

• When neutrinos smash into an atom, they 

produce a shower of detectable secondary 

particles. These detectable secondary 

particles allow us to probe where they came 

from in the universe. 
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• The neutrinos pose no threat to human 

beings and pass through most solid objects. 

Additionally, they rarely do interact with 

matter. 

• It is named after Gurgen Askaryan, a 

Soviet-Armenian physicist who postulated 

it in 1962. 
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1. Consider the following statements regarding 

Financial Stability and Development Council 

(FSDC): 

1. It is headed by RBI Chairman. 

2. FSDC Sub-committee is headed by 

Finance Secretary. 

3. FSDC is established under the provisions 

of RBI Act, 1934. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) None of the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Financial Stability and Development 

Council: 

• It is chaired by the Finance Minister and its 

members include the heads of all Financial 

Sector Regulators (RBI, SEBI, PFRDA & 

IRDA), Finance Secretary, Secretary of 

Department of Economic Affairs (DEA), 

Secretary of Department of Financial 

Services (DFS), and Chief Economic 

Adviser. 

• The Financial Stability and Development 

Council (FSDC) is a non-statutory apex 

council under the Ministry of Finance 

constituted by the Executive Order in 2010. 

• FSDC sub-committee is headed by the 

Governor of RBI. 

• The Raghuram Rajan committee (2008) on 

financial sector reforms first proposed the 

creation of FSDC. 

• In 2018, the government reconstituted 

FSDC to include the Minister of State 

responsible for the Department of 

Economic Affairs (DEA), Secretary of 

Department of Electronics and Information 

Technology, Chairperson of the Insolvency 

and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) and 

the Revenue Secretary. 

 

2. Consider the following statements Irrawaddy 

dolphins: 

1. They are found in three rivers namely, the 

Irrawaddy, Mahakam and the Mekong. 

2. They are listed as ‘Endangered’ in the 

IUCN Red List. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• Irrawaddy dolphins (Orcaella brevirostris) 

are found in coastal areas in South and 

Southeast Asia, and in three rivers: the 

Irrawaddy (Myanmar), the Mahakam 

(Indonesian Borneo) and the Mekong 

(China). Hence, statement 1 is correct. 
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• They are listed as ‘Endangered’ as per the 

IUCN Red List. Hence, statement 2 is 

correct. 

 

3. Consider the following statements 

1. The lake is an assemblage of the brackish 

water ecosystem. 

2. It is home to highly endangered Irrawaddy 

dolphin. 

3. It is the largest wintering ground for 

migratory birds in the Indian subcontinent. 

4. The Nalabana Island within the lake is 

notified as a Bird Sanctuary under Wildlife 

(Protection) Act, 1972. 

Identify the lake based on the above 

statements: 

(a) Loktak lake 

(b) Wular Lake 

(c) Vembanad Lake 

(d) Chilika Lake 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• Chilika lake lies on the east coast of India 

in the state of Odisha, separated from the 

mighty Bay of Bengal by a small strip of 

sand. 

• It is the largest wintering ground for 

migratory birds on the Indian sub-continent 

and is home to a number of threatened 

species of plants and animals. 

• In 1981, Chilika Lake was designated the 

first Indian wetland of international 

importance under the Ramsar Convention. 

• The major attraction at Chilika is 

Irrawaddy dolphins which are often spotted 

off Satapada Island. 

• The large Nalabana Island (Forest of 

Reeds) covering about 16 sq km in the 

lagoon area was declared a bird sanctuary 

in 1987. Hence, option D is the correct 

answer. 

 

4. Consider the following statements regarding 

Universal Immunization Programme: 

1. Under the programme, free of cost 

vaccination is provided against twelve 

diseases. 

2. Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine is 

provided under the programme. 

Choose the correct statement using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• Under Universal Immunization 

Programme (UIP), free of cost vaccination 

is provided against twelve vaccine 

preventable diseases i.e. Tuberculosis, 

Diphtheria, Pertussis, Tetanus, Polio, 

Hepatitis B, Pneumonia and Meningitis due 

to Haemophilus Influenzae type b (Hib), 

Measles, Rubella, Japanese Encephalitis 
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(JE) and Rotavirus diarrhoea. Hence, 

statement 1 is correct. 

• Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine (PCV) 

was brought into the UIP basket in 2017. 

Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

 

5. With reference to Credit Guarantee Fund Trust 

for Micro and Small Enterprises (CGTMSE), 

consider the following: 

1. It was set up by the Government of India 

and Small Industries Development Bank of 

India (SIDBI). 

2. It introduced a new "Hybrid Security" 

product allowing guarantee cover for the 

portion of the credit facility not covered by 

collateral security. 

Which of the statements give above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 only 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

About CGTMSE: 

• It was set up by the Government of India 

and Small Industries Development Bank of 

India (SIDBI). 

• It introduced a new "Hybrid Security" 

product allowing guarantee cover for the 

portion of the credit facility not covered by 

collateral security. 

• Partial collateral security model: In it, the 

Member Lending Institutions (MLIs) will 

be allowed to obtain collateral security for 

a part of the credit facility, whereas the 

remaining part of the credit facility, up to a 

maximum of Rs. 200 lakh, can be covered 

under Credit Guarantee Scheme of 

CGTMSE. 

• Its main objective is that the lender should 

give importance to project viability and 

secure the credit facility purely on the 

primary security of the assets financed. 

• The other objective is that the lender 

availing guarantee facility should endeavor 

to give composite credit to the borrowers so 

that the borrowers obtain both term loan 

and working capital facilities from a single 

Agency. 
 

6. Consider the following, with regard to 

Dugong: 

1. It is also called ‘Sea Cow’ is one of the four 

surviving species in the Order Sirenia.  

2. It is the only existing species of 

herbivorous mammal that lives exclusively 

in the sea including in India. 

3. It is listed as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red 

List and are protected in India under 

Schedule I of the Wild (Life) Protection 

Act, 1972. 

Which of the Statements given above are 

correct? 
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(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Dugong (Dugong Dugon):  

• It is also called ‘Sea Cow’ is one of the four 

surviving species in the Order Sirenia.  

• It is the only existing species of 

herbivorous mammal that lives exclusively 

in the sea including in India. 

• It is listed as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red 

List and are protected in India under 

Schedule I of the Wild (Life) Protection 

Act, 1972. 

• According to the report of the Zoological 

Survey of India (ZSI), there were only 

about 200 dugongs in the Gulf of Mannar 

in Tamil Nadu, the Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands and the Gulf of Kutch in Gujarat. 

• They are an important part of the marine 

ecosystem and their depletion will have 

effects all the way up the food chain. Proper 

conservation is the only way to save 

dugongs from extinction. 

• They graze on seagrass and the loss of 

seagrass beds due to ocean floor trawling is 

one of the most important factors behind 

decreasing dugong populations in many 

parts of the world. 

• Trawling: It is a method of fishing that 

involves pulling a fishing net through the 

water behind one or more boats.  

• It is harmful to the environment because it 

damages the seafloor, coral reefs and other 

marine animals. 

• Dugong meat is consumed under the wrong 

impression that it cools down human body 

temperature. 

Conservation steps taken for Dugong: 

• India hosted the 13th Conference of Parties 

(CoP) of the Convention on the 

Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild 

Animals (CMS), an environmental treaty 

under the aegis of the United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP). 

• The Government of India is a signatory to 

the CMS since 1983. 

• India has signed non-legally binding 

Memorandums of Understanding (MoU) 

with CMS on the conservation and 

management of Siberian Cranes (1998), 

Marine Turtles (2007), Dugongs (2008) 

and Raptors (2016). 

• The Ministry of Environment, Forests and 

Climate Change constituted a ‘Task Force 

for Conservation of Dugongs’ to look into 

issues related to conservation of dugongs 

and implementation of the ‘UNEP/CMS 

Dugong MoU’ in India. 
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• It also facilitates India to act as the leading 

nation in the South Asia Sub-region with 

respect to dugong conservation. 

 

7. In context to Mussel, consider the following: 

1. Worldwide, they are most commonly found 

in cool seas.  

2. They can survive in a range of salinity and 

temperature but cannot survive beyond 36 

degree celcius. 

3. Farming of green mussels is now 

established as a commercial practice in 

India. 

Which of the Statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

About Mussel: 

• It is a common name for numerous bivalve 

mollusks belonging to the marine family 

Mytilidae and to the freshwater family 

Unionidae.  

• Mollusks are soft-bodied invertebrates of 

the phylum Mollusca, usually wholly or 

partly enclosed in a calcium carbonate shell 

secreted by a soft mantle covering the 

body. 

• Their colour varies from black to brown, 

purple or dark green. 

• They can survive in a range of salinity and 

temperature but cannot survive beyond  

36 degree Celsius. 

• Worldwide, they are most commonly found 

in cool seas. In India, two species of marine 

mussels, green mussel (Perna viridis), and 

the brown mussel, (P. indica) are found in 

the coastal areas.  

• Farming of green mussels is now 

established as a commercial practice in 

India. 

 

8. In the Context to the Monsoon in India, which 

of the statement(s) given below is/are correct? 

1. IMD’s official definition on Normal 

Monsoon in India is designated as 89 cm of 

rainfall. 

2. It also recently changed the official onset of 

monsoon dates in various cities but the 

onset of monsoon in mainland India 

remains the same. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• IMD has also officially redefined the 

definition of what constitutes ‘normal’ 

rainfall and reduced it by 1 cm to 88 cm. 

So, statement 1 is not correct. 
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• “Quantitatively, the monsoon seasonal 

rainfall is likely to be 100% of the Long 

Period Average (LPA) with a model error 

of ± 5%. The LPA of the season rainfall 

over the country as a whole for the period 

1961-2010 is 88 cm. 

• It also gave new dates for the monsoon’s 

onset in several cities as part of an update, 

which it said was essential for a variety of 

economic activities ranging from 

agricultural planning to power distribution. 

• The onset over Kerala, which marks the 

arrival of the monsoon into mainland India, 

will continue to be June 1. There is no 

change in the final withdrawal date over 

south India, i.e., 15th October”. So, 

statement 2 is correct. 

 

9. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Fifth Schedule of the Constitution 

deals with the administration and control of 

Scheduled Areas as well as of Scheduled 

Tribes residing in any State other than the 

States of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and 

Mizoram. 

2. The Governor of each State having 

Scheduled Areas (SA) shall annually, or 

whenever so required by the President, 

make a report to the President regarding the 

administration of Scheduled Areas in that 

State. 

3. The Union Government shall have 

executive powers to give directions to the 

States as to the administration of the 

Scheduled Areas. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• The Fifth Schedule of the Constitution 

deals with the administration and control of 

Scheduled Areas as well as of Scheduled 

Tribes residing in any State other than the 

States of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and 

Mizoram. So, statement 1 is correct. 

• The Governor of each State having 

Scheduled Areas (SA) shall annually, or 

whenever so required by the President, 

make a report to the President regarding the 

administration of Scheduled Areas in that 

State. So, statement 2 is correct. 

• The Union Government shall have 

executive powers to give directions to the 

States as to the administration of the 

Scheduled Areas. So, statement 3 is correct. 

 

10. In the context to the Minimum Support Price 

or the Minor Forest Produce, consider the 

following statements: 

1. The Ministry of Tribal Affairs will be the 

nodal Ministry for implementation and 

monitoring of the scheme. 
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2. The scheme supports primary value 

addition as well as provides for supply 

chain infrastructure like cold storage, 

warehouses etc. 

3. It ensures that the tribal population gets a 

remunerative price for the produce they 

collect from the forest and provide 

alternative employment avenues to them. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• All the three statements are factual 

statements of the scheme. 
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1. Consider the following statements: 

1. Active pharmaceutical ingredient is a 

chemical compound that is the most 

important raw material to produce a 

finished medicine. 

2. About 40% of the paracetamol API 

manufactured in the country is consumed in 

the domestic market, while the rest is meant 

for exports. 

3. Since, being a leading supplier of high-

quality medicines to several countries, 

Indian pharmaceutical industry is highly 

self-sufficient in APIs. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

Not correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) None 

Answer: c) 

Explanation: 

• Active pharmaceutical ingredient is a 

chemical compound that is the most 

important raw material to produce a 

finished medicine. So, statement 1 is 

correct. 

• About 40% of the paracetamol API 

manufactured in the country is consumed in 

the domestic market, while the rest is meant 

for exports. So, statement 2 is correct. 

• Despite, being a leading supplier of high-

quality medicines to several countries, 

Indian pharmaceutical industry is highly 

dependent on China for APIs. So, 

statement 3 is not correct. 

 

2. Consider the following statement regarding the 

NHRC: 

1. NHRC is a statutory body established 

under the National Human Rights 

Commission Act, 2006. 

2. The commission is a multi-member body 

consisting of a chairman and five members 

with the chairperson should being a retired 

chief justice of India or a judge of the 

Supreme Court 

3. The chairman and members are appointed 

by the President on the recommendations 

of a six-member committee consisting of 

the Prime Minister as its head. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• Statutory Body: NHRC was established 

on 12th October, 1993. The statute under 

which it is established is the Protection of 

Human Rights Act (PHRA), 1993 as 

amended by the Protection of Human 

Rights (Amendment) Act, 2006. So, 

statement 1 is not correct. 
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✓ The PHRA Act also provides for the 

creation of a State Human Rights 

Commission at the state level. 

• In Line with Paris Principles: Paris 

Principles were adopted for the promotion 

and protection of human rights in October 

1991, and were endorsed by the General 

Assembly of the United Nations in 1993. 

• Watchdog of Human Rights in the 

country: The NHRC is an embodiment of 

India’s concern for the promotion and 

protection of human rights. 

✓ Section 2(1)(d) of the PHRA defines 

Human Rights as the rights relating to 

life, liberty, equality and dignity of the 

individual guaranteed by the 

Constitution or embodied in the 

International Covenants and 

enforceable by courts in India. 

• Composition: The commission is a multi-

member body consisting of a chairman and 

five members. The chairperson should be a 

retired chief justice of India or a judge of 

the Supreme Court. So, statement 2 is 

correct. 

• Appointment: The chairman and members 

are appointed by the President on the 

recommendations of a six-member 

committee consisting of the Prime Minister 

as its head, the Speaker of the Lok Sabha, 

the Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, 

leaders of the Opposition in both the 

Houses of Parliament and the Union Home 

Minister. So, statement 3 is correct. 

• Tenure: The chairman and members hold 

office for a term of three years or until they 

attain the age of 70 years, whichever is 

earlier. The President can remove the 

chairman or any member from the office 

under some circumstances. 

 

3. ‘Value Subtracting Enterprises’, a term often 

seen in economics is referred to 

(a) Quality of the commodity is compromised 

(b) losses incurred by enterprises are greater 

than their revenue 

(c) Quantity of the commodity is compromised 

(d) Profit incurred by the enterprises are 

greater than their production 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• Some of the major loss-making PSUs, 

Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited, 

Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Limited and 

Air India should go under the block as their 

losses are greater than their revenue. They 

are called as value subtracting 

Enterprises. 

 

4. In context to Fusarium wilt Tropical Race 4 

(TR4) plant disease, consider the following: 

1. It cripples plantations by first attacking the 

leaves. 

2. The turn yellow from their trailing edges 

before wilting away. 
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3. It is popularly known as Panama disease.  

Which of the Statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

About Banana Covid:  

• The Fusarium wilt TR4 has devastated 

plantations across the globe. 

• The largest exporter of Banana is Ecuador, 

which is currently the epicentre. 

• Banana is the world’s most globally 

exported fruit. This disease is breaching 

borders through international trade. 

• Its spreading has impacted the $26 billion 

global banana trade. 

About Tropical Race 4 (TR4): 

• It is first identified in Taiwan, and has 

moved from Asia to the Middle East and 

Africa.  Now, it has reached as far as Latin 

America. 

• It cripples plantations by first attacking the 

leaves, which turn yellow from their 

trailing edges before wilting away. 

• It is one of the “the most destructive of all 

plant diseases” according to the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations. 

 

 

About Fusarium Wilt: 

• It is the first disease of bananas to have 

spread globally in the first half of the 20th 

century. 

• It is popularly known as Panama disease. It 

is a lethal fungal disease caused by the soil-

borne fungus Fusarium oxysporum. 

• It has entirely wiped out Gros Michel, the 

dominant export variety of bananas in the 

1950s. 

• In response to Fusarium, a new resistant 

variety, Grand Nain came up, which has 

now fallen to TR4 infection. 
 

5. Consider the following, with regard to Uighurs 

Muslims: 

1. They are a predominantly Muslim minority 

Turkic ethnic group 

2. They are considered to be one of the 55 

officially recognized ethnic minority 

communities in China. 

3. The largest population of the Uighur ethnic 

community lives in Kazakhstan. 

Which of the Statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: a) 
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Explanation: 

About Uighurs Muslims: 

• They are a predominantly Muslim minority 

Turkic ethnic group, whose origins can be 

traced to Central and East Asia. 

• They are considered to be one of the 55 

officially recognized ethnic minority 

communities in China. 

• The China recognises the community only 

as a regional minority and rejects that they 

are an indigenous group. 

• The largest population of the Uighur ethnic 

community lives in Xinjiang region of 

China.  

• A significant population of Uighurs also 

lives in the neighbouring Central Asian 

countries such as Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan 

and Kazakhstan. 

 

6. With reference to the Routes of Foreign Direct 

Investment (FDI) in India, consider the 

following: 

1. The Automatic Route means the foreign 

entity require the prior approval of the 

government or the RBI. 

2. The Government route means the foreign 

entity does not need to have the approval of 

the government. 

3. The Foreign Investment Facilitation Portal 

(FIFP) facilitates the single window 

clearance of applications which are through 

approval route. 

Which of the Statements given above are 

Incorrect? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) All the above 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

About Foreign Direct Investment (FDI): 

• It is an investment made by a firm or 

individual in one country into business 

interests located in another country. 

• It takes place when an investor establishes 

foreign business operations or acquires 

foreign business assets, including 

establishing ownership or controlling 

interest in a foreign company. 

• It is different from Foreign Portfolio 

Investment where the foreign entity merely 

buys equity shares of a company.  

• It does not provide the investor with control 

over the business. 

About Routes of FDI: 

• The Automatic Route means the foreign 

entity does not require the prior approval of 

the government or the RBI. 

• The Government route means the foreign 

entity has to take the approval of the 

government. 

• The Foreign Investment Facilitation Portal 

(FIFP) facilitates the single window 

clearance of applications which are through 

approval route. 
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• This portal is administered by the 

Department for Promotion of Industry and 

Internal Trade (DPIIT). 

 

7. Consider the following statements regarding 

Corona virus: 

1. It is an RNA Virus which blends with the 

host's DNA and mutate rapidly. 

2. Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome and 

the Middle East Respiratory Syndrome are 

the two variants of coronaviruses. 

3. It affects humans as well as animals. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d) 

Explanation: 

• Coronavirus is an RNA virus with 

ribonucleic acid (RNA) as its genetic 

material instead of deoxyribonucleic acid 

(DNA). The virus blends with its host’s 

DNA and can mutate rapidly. Hence, 

statement, 1 is correct. 

• There are four known disease-causing 

coronaviruses, among which the best 

known are the Severe Acute Respiratory 

Syndrome (SARS) coronavirus and the 

Middle East Respiratory Syndrome 

(MERS) coronavirus, both of which can 

cause severe respiratory diseases. Hence, 

statement 2 is correct. 

• These viruses can affect humans as well as 

mammals including pigs, cattle, cats, dogs, 

martens, camels, hedgehogs and some 

birds. Hence, statement 3 is correct. 

 

8. Consider the following statements regarding  

1. Mesothelioma is a form of cancer that 

occurs in the infection-fighting cells of the 

immune system. 

2. Asbestos exposure is the primary risk 

factor for mesothelioma. 

3. Asbestos is a chemical by-product of 

talcum manufacturing. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

NOT correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• Mesothelioma is an aggressive and deadly 

form of cancer that occurs in the thin layer 

of tissue that covers the majority of internal 

organs (mesothelium). Hence, statement 1 

is not correct. 

• Asbestos exposure is the primary risk 

factor for mesothelioma and reducing 

exposure to asbestos may lower the risk of 

the disease. Hence, statement 2 is correct. 
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• Asbestos is a mineral that is found naturally 

in the environment. Asbestos fibres are 

strong and resistant to heat, making them 

useful in a wide variety of applications, 

such as in insulation, brakes, shingles, 

flooring and many other products. Hence, 

statement 3 is not correct. 

 

9. Consider the following pairs: 

Tiger Reserves   State 

1. Tadoba Andhari : Maharashtra 

2. Kawal   : Andhra Pradesh 

3. Bandhavgarh  : Chattisgarh 

4. Udanti-Sitanadi : Odisha 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly 

matched? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1 and 4 only 

Answer: a) 

Explanation: 

• Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve   

- Maharashtra 

• Kawal Tiger Reserve  - Telangana 

• Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve  -  

Madhya Pradesh 

• Udanti-Sitanadi Tiger Reserve  

-  Chattisgarh.  

• Hence, pair 1 is correctly matched. 

 

 

 

 

10. Consider the following statements Brazil: 

1. Brazil shares its border with Argentina, 

Ecuador, Uruguay. 

2. Both the Equator and the Tropic of 

Capricorn passes through Brazil. 

3. Pampas grasslands are one of the 

distinctive features of the Brazilian 

landscape. 

4. The Amazon is a west flowing river. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 4 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) 2 and 4 only 

Answer: b) 

Explanation: 

• Brazil shares its border with Argentina, 

Bolivia, Colombia, French Guiana, 

Guyana, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, 

Uruguay, and Venezuela. Hence, statement 

1 is not correct. 

• Both the Equator and the Tropic of 

Capricorn passes through Brazil. Hence, 

statement 2 is correct. 

• Temperate grasslands: Eurasian steppes, 

North American prairies, and Argentine 

pampas. 

• The Pampas are vast plains extending 

westward across central Argentina from the 

Atlantic coast to the Andean foothills, 

bounded by the Gran Chaco (north) and 
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Patagonia (south). Hence, statement 3 is 

not correct. 

• The Amazon is an East flowing river and 

merges in the Atlantic Ocean. Hence, 

statement 4 is not correct. 

 

 

 

 

 


