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1. ECONOMY
1. Resource Allocation by 15th Finance Commission
Why in News?
•

The Government has recently accepted the 15th Finance Commission’s recommendation to
maintain the States’ share in the divisible pool of taxes to 41% for the five-year Period
Starting 2021-22. The Commission’s Report was tabled in the Parliament.

About 15th Finance Commission:
•

The Finance Commission (FC) is a constitutional body, that determines the method and
formula for distributing the tax proceeds between the Centre and states, and among the
states as per the constitutional arrangement and present requirements.

•

Under Article 280 of the Constitution, the President of India is required to constitute a
Finance Commission at an interval of five years or earlier.

•

The 15th Finance Commission was constituted by the President of India in November 2017,
under the chairmanship of NK Singh. Its recommendations will cover a period of five years
from the year 2021-22 to 2025-26.

Vertical Devolution (Devolution of Taxes of the Union to States):
•

It has recommended maintaining the vertical devolution at 41% - the same as in its interim
report for 2020-21. It is at the same level of 42% of the divisible pool as recommended by
the 14th Finance Commission. It has made the required adjustment of about 1% due to the
changed status of the erstwhile State of Jammu and Kashmir into the new Union Territories
of Ladakh and Jammu and Kashmir.

Horizontal Devolution (Allocation Between the States):
•

For horizontal devolution, it has suggested 12.5% weightage to demographic performance,
45% to income, 15% each to population and area, 10% to forest and ecology and 2.5% to tax
and fiscal efforts.

Revenue Deficit Grants to States:
•

Revenue deficit grants emanate from the requirement to meet the fiscal needs of the States
on their revenue accounts that remain to be met, even after considering their own tax and
non-tax resources and tax devolution to them.

•

Revenue Deficit is defined as the difference between revenue or current expenditure and
revenue receipts, that includes tax and non-tax.
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•

It has recommended post-devolution revenue deficit grants amounting to about Rs. 3 trillion
over the five-year period ending FY26.

•

The number of states qualifying for the revenue deficit grants decreases from 17 in FY22, the
first year of the award period to 6 in FY26, the last year.

Performance Based Incentives and Grants to States:
•

These grants revolve around four main themes.

•

The first is the social sector, where it has focused on health and education.

•

Second is the rural economy, where it has focused on agriculture and the maintenance of
rural roads.

•

The rural economy plays a significant role in the country as it encompasses two-thirds of the
country's population, 70% of the total workforce and 46% of national income.

•

Third, governance and administrative reforms under which it has recommended grants for
judiciary, statistics and aspirational districts and blocks.

•

Fourth, it has developed a performance-based incentive system for the power sector, which
is not linked to grants but provides an important, additional borrowing window for States.

•

Total 15th Finance Commission transfers (devolution + grants) constitutes about 34% of
estimated Gross Revenue Receipts to the Union, leaving adequate fiscal space to meet its
resource requirements and spending obligations on national development priorities.

Grants to Local Governments:
•

Along with grants for municipal services and local government bodies, it includes
performance-based grants for incubation of new cities and health grants to local
governments.

•

In grants for Urban local bodies, basic grants are proposed only for cities/towns having a
population of less than a million. For Million-Plus cities, 100% of the grants are
performance-linked through the Million-Plus Cities Challenge Fund (MCF).

•

MCF amount is linked to the performance of these cities in improving their air quality and
meeting the service level benchmarks for urban drinking water supply, sanitation and solid
waste management.

Horizontal Devolution Criteria:
•

Population:
✓ The population of a State represents the needs of the State to undertake expenditure for
providing services to its residents.
✓ It is also a simple and Transparent indicator that has a Significant Equalising Impact.
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•

Area:
✓ The larger the area, greater is the expenditure requirement for Providing Comparable
Services.

•

Forest and Ecology:
✓ By taking into account the share of dense forest of each state in the aggregate dense forest
of all the states, the share on this criteria is determined.

•

Income Distance:
✓ Income distance is the distance of the Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) of a
particular state from the state with the highest GSDP.
✓ To maintain inter state equity, the states with lower per capita income would be given a
higher share.

•

Demographic Performance:
✓ It rewards efforts made by states in controlling their population.
✓ This criterion has been computed by using the reciprocal of the total fertility ratio of each
state, scaled by 1971 population data.
✓ This has been done to assuage the fears of southern States about losing some share in tax
transfers due to the reliance on the 2011 Census data instead of the 1971 census, which
could penalise States that did better on managing demographics.
✓ States with a lower fertility ratio will be scored higher on this criterion.
✓ The Total Fertility Ratio in a specific year is defined as the total number of children that
would be born to each woman if she/they were to pass through the childbearing years
bearing children according to a current schedule of age-specific Fertility Rates.

Tax Effort:
•

This criterion has been used to reward states with higher tax collection efficiency.

•

It has been computed as the ratio of the average per capita own tax revenue and the average
per capita state GDP during the three-year period between 2016-17 and 2018-19.

Suggestions:
•

Performance based incentives disincentivizes independent decision-making. Any conditions
on the state's ability to borrow will have an adverse effect on the spending by the state,
particularly on development thus, undermines cooperative fiscal federalism.

•

It does not hold the Union government accountable for its own fiscal prudence and dilutes
the joint responsibility that the Union and States have.
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2. Government to Clarify e-COM FDI Rules
Why in News?
•

The Centre plans to issue a clarification on the foreign direct investment (FDI) policy for the
e-commerce sector in the wake of investigations into some foreign players’ operations
following complaints about Malpractices.

About e-COM in India:
•

E-commerce companies can operate under two different models in India.

•

The first is the marketplace model where the e-commerce firm simply acts as a platform that
connects buyers and sellers. FDI is allowed in e-commerce companies in this model.

•

The second model is inventory-based where the inventory of goods sold on the portal is
owned or controlled by the e-commerce company. FDI is not allowed under this model.

What are the Main Features of the Rules in Practice?
•

Vendors that have any stake owned by an e-commerce company cannot sell their products
on that e-commerce company’s portal. Any vendor who purchases 25% or more of its
inventory from an e-commerce group company will be considered to be controlled by that
e-commerce company, and thereby barred from selling on its portal. This provision aims to
ensure that vendors in which marketplaces, such as Amazon, have a stake do not sell the
bulk of their items to a third-party vendor who then goes on to sell those items on the ecommerce marketplace. In other words, the provision seeks to deny control by the
marketplace entity over vendors. E-commerce firm will not be allowed to influence the price
of a product sold on its portal by giving incentives to Particular Vendors.

What is the context for these Rules?
•

What has been happening is that large e-commerce companies such as Amazon and Flipkart,
while not owning inventory themselves, have been providing a platform for their group
companies such as CloudTail and WS Retail respectively.

•

Some see this as skewing the playing field, especially if these vendors enjoyed special
incentives from the e-commerce firm, over others. These controlled or owned vendors may
then be able to offer discounts to customers that competitors may not be able to match.

Significance:
•

The thrust of the DPIIT policy is directed at protecting small vendors on e-commerce
websites. It seeks to ensure small players selling on the portals are not discriminated against
in favour of vendors in which e-commerce companies have a stake.
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•

This set up will ensure a level playing field for all vendors looking to sell on the e-commerce
portals. Smaller marketplaces that do not have stake in any vendors will also be able to now
compete with the big companies.

•

The small traders were complaining that deep discounts offered by the likes of Amazon and
Flipkart are driving them out of business. The new norms aim to tackle the anti-competitive
behaviour by e-commerce entities and to ensure that there is no wrong subsidization and
the marketplace remains neutral to all vendors.

Who else will be Affected?
•

The main players to be affected will be group companies and affiliates of the biggest ecommerce platforms, Amazon and Flipkart.

•

The provision that bars companies — in which e-commerce firms have a stake — from selling
on their portals will hurt start-ups as well, since many of these will be barred from selling
due to minor equity stakes being held by the e-commerce companies.

•

Small vendors will not be as affected because most of them do not purchase more than 25%
of their inventory from a single source and so they will be allowed to sell their items on the
e-commerce Platforms.

1.1. ECONOMY SNIPPETS
1. India International Silk Fair
Why in News?
•

Union Textiles Minister inaugurates 8th India International Silk Fair on a virtual portal.

India International Silk Fair:
•

Considered to be India’s biggest silk fair, the India International Silk Fair is the Sourcing
Fair for silk and silk blend products organised by the Indian Silk Export Promotion Council
under the aegis of the Ministry of Textiles and sponsored by the Department of Commerce.

Indian Silk Export Promotion Council:
•

The Indian Silk Export Promotion Council (ISEPC) was set up in 1983 as a company not for
profit under the Companies Act duly sponsored by the Government of India in the Ministry
of Textiles.

•

ISEPC works closely with the Government of India on policy formulation concerning the silk
sector and provides specialized services to the entrepreneurs enlarging global business
opportunities for the silk industry in India.
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Main Activities:
•

Explore markets and identify items offering export potential by conducting market surveys.

•

Establish contacts with prospective buyers to generate their interest in Indian Silk products.

•

Sponsor trade delegation, study teams and sales teams to various markets abroad.

•

Organize Buyer Seller Meets for its member exporters.

•

Organize Silk fairs and exhibitions in India.

•

Participate in trade fairs and exhibitions abroad.

•

Resolve trade disputes.

•

Launch generic promotion of silk products from India.

•

Organize Workshops/Seminars on various trade and policy-related issues.

•

ISEPC is based in New Delhi.

Background:
•

India has a long history of silk production and is the 2nd-largest producer of Silk.

•

India is the only country in the world which produces all the four major varieties of silk i.e.
Mulberry, Eri, Tassar, and Muga.

•

It also has large varieties of products to offer i.e. garments, fabrics and sarees, made-ups,
carpets, hi-fashion silk apparels, gift items, scarves, stoles, home furnishing, curtains, etc.

•

India has around 11 Geographical Indications (GI) such as Pochampally Ikat, Chanderpaul
Silk, Mysore Silk, Kanchipuram Silk, Muga Silk, Salem Silk, Arni Silk, Champa Silk,
Bhagalpur Silk, Banaras Brocade and Sarees, etc.

2. Fiscal Deficit
Why in News?
•

Recently, the government’s fiscal deficit has increased to Rs. 11.58 lakh crore or 145.5% of
the Budget Estimate (BE) at the end of December 2020 (accounting for the first nine months
of the year 2020-21) mainly on account of lower revenue realisation.

Highlights:
•

Fiscal Deficit Target Fixed for 2020-21: The Centre had pegged the fiscal deficit at Rs. 7.96
lakh crore or 3.5% of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP).
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•

Fiscal Deficit in 2019-2020: According to the data released by the Controller General of
Accounts (CGA), the fiscal deficit at the end of December in the previous fiscal year was
132.4% of the BE of 2019-20.

Reasons for High Fiscal Deficit:
•

Because of disruptions in normal business activity following the coronavirus pandemic and
lockdowns. There has been a notable increase in revenue expenditure in food and public
distribution and rural development which could be attributed to the government’s pandemic
relief programs.

•

The government describes fiscal deficit of India as “the excess of total disbursements from
the Consolidated Fund of India, excluding repayment of the debt, over total receipts into the
Fund (excluding the debt receipts) during a financial year”.

•

In simple words, it is a shortfall in a government's income compared with its spending.

•

The government that has a fiscal deficit is spending beyond its means.

•

It is calculated as a percentage of Gross Domestic Product (GDP), or simply as total money
spent in excess of income.

•

In either case, the income figure includes only taxes and other revenues and excludes money
borrowed to make up the shortfall.

Controller General of Accounts:
•

It comes under the Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance.

•

It is the Principal Accounting Adviser to the Government of India and is responsible for
establishing and maintaining a technically sound Management Accounting System.

•

The Office of CGA prepares monthly and annual analysis of expenditure, revenues,
borrowings and various fiscal indicators for the Union Government.

3. Kerala Infrastructure Investment Fund Board (KIIFB)
Why in News?
•

Recently, the Kerala Assembly passed a resolution against the findings of the constitutional
body Comptroller and Auditor-General (CAG).

•

The findings were about the borrowings made by the Kerala Infrastructure Investment Fund
Board (KIIFB).

Kerala Infrastructure Investment Fund Board (KIIFB):
•

In 1999, the KIIFB was constituted by the Kerala government for providing financial
assistance to public sector undertakings for investments in infrastructure projects.
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•

In 2016, KIIFB was announced to be converted into a fund mobiliser for infrastructure
projects.

•

It is expected to mobilise Rs 30,000 crore by the end of 2020.

•

It was the first Indian agency to access overseas debt market (London Stock Exchange) by
debuting Masala bonds in 2019.

•

In 2018, it had launched Pravasi Chitty.

•

It is a scheme targeting a huge inflow of funds from Keralites living abroad who it hoped
would invest in infrastructure projects at home.

KIIFB Controversy:
•

The Government gave Rs 2,498 crore as seed capital to the KIIFB, which wanted to use
innovative methods of raising finance authorised by SEBI and RBI.

•

The projects only worth Rs 7000 crore have been completed so far by KIIFB despite the
claim that Projects worth Rs 50,000 crore would be Implemented during the 2016-2021.

Findings of CAG Report:
•

Off-budget borrowings of the KIIFB are unconstitutional as they are not in accordance with
Article 293(1) and not accounted for in the disclosure statements in the Budget documents.
The borrowings of the state government are governed by Article 293(1) of the Constitution
which allowing the states to borrow money freely within India upon security of the
Consolidated Fund of the State.

•

The limits on such borrowings can be regulated under Article 293(3).

•

Since, KIIFB has no source of income, the KIIFB’s loans have to be repaid from the
government’s own resources and are direct liability on the government.

•

Creating liabilities, without disclosing them in the Budget, raises questions both of
transparency, and of Inter-Generational Equity.

Government’s Stand:
•

Kerala government is providing contingent liabilities i.e., the Government is providing a
guarantee for principal and interest for the loans received by the KIIFB in case of default by
the KIIFB. The government believes that the KIIFB can repay its liabilities using the
petroleum cess and vehicle tax share received every year and moved a resolution rejecting
all critical remarks against the KIIFB in the CAG report.

www. Vetriiias.com / www.iasgatewayy.com
044-26265326/9884421666/9884472636
www.iasgatewayy.com
 Daily Current
Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests

12 | P a g e

4. Vaghai-Bilimora Heritage Line
Why in News?
•

Recently, the Western Railway has decided to not stop the services of three trains, including
the 107-year-old narrow gauge heritage train between Vaghai and Bilimora, in Gujarat
Permanently.

Highlights:
•

The Ministry of Railways, previously issued a letter to the Western Railway ordering
permanent closure of 11 "uneconomic branch lines" and narrow gauge sections of the
Western Railway, including three from Gujarat.

•

It started in 1913, was a remnant of Gaekwad dynasty who ruled the princely state of Baroda.
Tribal people from the interior commute by this train regularly. The train covers a distance
of 63 kilometres.

•

At the instance of Gaekwad rulers, the British laid railway tracks and it was operated by
Gaekwad Baroda State Railway (GBSR) owned by Sayajirao Gaekwad III.

•

The Gaekwad jurisdiction was spread across parts of Saurashtra, Mehsana in north Gujarat,
and Bilimora in South Gujarat.

•

The founder of the dynasty was Damaji I who had risen to power by 1740. The last Gaekwar,
Sayaji Rao III, died in 1939.

•

For about 24 years the train was run by a steam engine, which was replaced by a diesel
engine in 1937. In 1994, the original steam engine was put on the display at Churchgate
Heritage Gallery in Mumbai. This was much before the Western Railway came into existence
in 1951 with the merger of the Bombay, Baroda & Central India Railway, the Saurashtra,
Rajputana and Jaipur state Railways.

•

The 63-km Billimora-Vaghai and the 19-km Choranda-Moti Karal routes are among those
five routes the Indian Railways had proposed to be preserved as "industrial heritage" in 2018

5. Privatisation of Government Entities
Why in News?
•

The government has announced that two public sector banks and one general insurance
company (name not disclosed) will be Privatised.

•

LIC will be listed on the stock markets in the financial year 2021-22 as part of the
consolidation in the banking and insurance sectors.

•

Rs 20,000 will be given for Recapitalisation of PSU banks.
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What is Privatisation?
•

When the Government bring down the stake in the Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) below
51% or sell the entire stake to private ownership, it is called as privatisation.

•

It leads to the transfer of ownership, property or business from the government to the
private sector. The Government ceases to be the owner of the entity or business.

•

It will help the government to meet the disinvestment target and reduce the fiscal
constraints.

Criticism of Privatisation:
•

Private players in the financial sector are prone to failure

•

Risk of failure of big private bank is more than the public sector bank.

•

When private banks make profits, it goes to shareholders but when they make losses, it gets
socialised and asks the government to make good the deposits either through insurance or
taxpayer bailout.

•

The privatized banks will focus on maximizing their benefit and it will put an adverse effect
on the middle class and poor people of the society.

Advantages of Private Banks:
•

More efficient

•

Strict against loans and frauds

•

Less competitive

•

Follow the concept of lower risk

What is General Insurance?
•

Insurance contracts that do not come under the ambit of life insurance are called general
insurance.

•

The different forms of general insurance are fire, marine, motor, accident, and other
Miscellaneous non-life insurance.

•

There are four PSUs in India in the General insurance sector:
✓ New India Assurance
✓ United India Insurance (UII)
✓ National Insurance Company (NIC)
✓ Oriental Insurance Company (OIC)
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6. Asset Reconstruction Company (ARC)
Why in News?
•

In the Budget 2021-22, Asset Reconstruction Company (ARC) have recently been proposed
to be set up by state-owned and private sector banks, and there will be no equity contribution
from the government.

Highlights:
•

The ARC, which will have an Asset Management Company (AMC) to manage and sell bad
assets, will look to resolve stressed assets of Rs. 2-2.5 lakh crore that remain unresolved in
around 70 large accounts. It is a specialized financial institution that buys the Non
Performing Assets (NPAs) from banks and financial institutions so that they can clean up
their balance sheets.

•

This helps banks to concentrate in normal banking activities. Banks rather than going after
the defaulters by wasting their time and effort, can sell the bad assets to the ARCs at a
Mutually Agreed Value.

About the New ARC:
•

Of the existing ARCs, only 3-4 are adequately capitalised, while the more-than-dozen
remaining are thinly capitalised — necessitating the need to set up a new structure to resolve
stressed assets urgently.

•

In a report released by Reserve Bank of India (RBI), it was said that banks' gross nonperforming assets may rise to 13.5% by September 2021, from 7.5% in September 2020
under the baseline scenario.

•

The transfer of stressed assets to the ARC will happen at net book value, which is the value
of assets minus provisioning done by banks against these assets. This could enable the banks
to alleviate its losses from NPAs - a part of stressed assets. The bank will get 15% cash and
85% security receipts against bad debt that will be sold to the ARC.

•

Security Receipts (SR) are issued by ARCs, when Non-Performing Assets (NPAs) of
commercial banks (CB) or financial institutions (FI) are acquired by the ARCs for the
purpose of recovery.

•

As per extant instructions, investment in SRs is restricted to the Qualified Institutional
Buyers (QIBs), as defined by SARFAESI Act 2002.

Support by Central Government:
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•

While the Government will not provide any direct equity support to the ARC, it may Provide
Sovereign Guarantee that could be needed to meet regulatory requirements.

•

This structure will reduce the load of stressed assets on the bank balance sheet and look to
resolve these bad debt in a market-led way.

•

With most banks expected to be on board this company, the resolution is expected to be
Faster.

7. Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act rules
Why in News?
•

Recently, The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has laid down a charter for banks to
oversight on funds received by Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs).

•

The charter defined foreign contribution as the “donations received in Indian rupees” by
NGOs and associations from “any foreign source located in India or outside India at the time
of such donation”.

Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA) rules:
•

The FCRA regulates foreign donations and ensures that such contributions do not adversely
affect internal security.

•

It was enacted first in 1976 and amended in 2010 and 2020, to adopt new measures to
regulate foreign donations.

Applicability:
•

To all associations, groups and NGOs which intend to receive foreign donation.

•

Through the Finance Act, 2017, political parties can receive funds from the Indian subsidiary
of a foreign company or a foreign company in which an Indian holds 50% or more shares.

•

Who cannot Receive Foreign DONATIONS?

•

Members of the legislature, Government Officials, Judges, and Media Persons.

Registration:
•

Registration under FCRA is mandatory for all NGOs which intend to receive foreign
donation.

•

Validity of Registration: 5 years (can be renewed)

•

Suspension or cancellation of registration:

•

The registration can be suspended initially for 180 days on receiving any adverse input.

•

Until a decision is taken-
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•

The association cannot receive any fresh donation and cannot utilise more than 25% of the
amount available in the designated bank account without permission of the MHA.

•

The MHA can cancel the registration of an organisation which will not be eligible for
registration or grant of ‘prior permission’ for three years from the date of cancellation.

Utility of Receiving Funds:
•

For social, educational, religious, economic, and cultural purposes.

•

What is ‘Prior Permission’ category?

•

Prior Permission’ category is the other way for receiving foreign contributions by applying
to MHA.

•

It is granted for receipt of a specific amount from a specific donor for carrying out specific
activities or projects.

•

The association applying for prior permission should be registered under statutes such as:

•

The Societies Registration Act, 1860

•

The Indian Trusts Act, 1882

•

Section 25 of the Companies Act, 1956

•

A letter of commitment from the foreign donor specifying the amount and purpose is also
required.

•

Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Act, 2020:

•

The FCRA rules are amended to enhance transparency and accountability in the receipt and
utilisation of foreign contributions.

•

The act made Aadhaar, a mandatory identification document for all the office-bearers of an
NGOs.

•

It includes public servant and corporation owned or controlled by the government in the
eligibility list to receive foreign donations.

•

It provides for reduction in administrative expenses of any NGO receiving foreign funding,
from 50% to 20% of annual funds to ensure spending on their main objectives. It enables
the centre to allow an NGO or association to surrender its FCRA certificate.

8. One-Person Companies (OPCs)
Why in News?
•

In her Budget speech, the Union Finance Minister had announced measures to ease norms
on setting up one-person companies (OPCs).
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OPC:
•

As the name suggests, a one-person company is a company that can be formed by just one
person as a shareholder.

•

These companies can be contrasted with private companies, which require a minimum of
two members to get going.

•

However, for all practical purposes, these are like private companies.

•

It is not as if there was no scope for an individual with aspirations in business prior to the
introduction of OPC as a Concept. As an individual, a person could get into the business
through a sole proprietorship mode, and this is a path that is Still Available.

Why do we Need Such Companies?
•

A single-person company and sole proprietorship differ significantly in how they are
perceived in the eyes of law.

•

For the former, the person and the company are considered separate legal entities. In a sole
proprietorship, the owner and the business are considered the same.

•

This has an important implication when it comes to the liability of the individual member
or owner. In a one-person company, the sole owner’s liability is limited to that person’s
investment. In a sole proprietorship set-up, however, the owner has unlimited liability as
they are not considered different legal entities.

•

Some see the proposal as a move to encourage corporatization of small businesses. It is
useful for entrepreneurs to have this option while deciding to start a business.

Is this a New Idea?
•

Such a concept already exists in many countries. In India, the concept was introduced in the
Companies Act of 2013. Its introduction was based on the suggestions of the J. Irani
Committee Report on Company Law, which submitted its recommendations in 2005.

•

Pointing out that there was a need for a framework for small enterprises, it said small
companies would contribute significantly to the Indian economy.

•

But because of their size, they could not be burdened with the same level of compliance
requirements as large public-listed companies.

Features of OPCs:
•

The law on one-person companies that took shape, as a result, exempted such companies
from many procedural requirements, and, in some cases, provided relaxations.

•

For instance, such a company does not need to conduct an annual general meeting, which is
a requirement for other companies.
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•

A one-person company also does not require signatures of both its company secretary and
director on its annual returns. One is enough.

•

There was, however, criticism that some rules governing a one-person company were
restrictive in nature. This year’s Budget has dealt with some of these concerns.

How many OPCs does India have?
•

According to data compiled by the Monthly Information Bulletin on Corporate Sector, there
were 34,235 OPCs out of a total number of about 1.3 million active companies in India (Dec
2020). Data also show that more than half of the OPCs are in business services.

9. Farakka ‘Lock’ and Hilsa Fish
Why in News?
•

It has been reported that an old project to facilitate the movement of Hilsa upstream along
the Ganga to its spawning grounds of yore may come to fruition this year.

•

Back in February 2019, the government had unveiled a project to redesign the navigation
lock at the Farakka Barrage at a cost of Rs 360 crore to create a “fish pass” for the Hilsa.

Hilsa Fish:
•

In scientific parlance, the Hilsa (Tenualosa ilisha) is an anadromous fish.

•

It lives most of its life in the ocean, but during the rainy season, the Hilsa moves towards the
estuary, where the rivers of India and Bangladesh meet the Bay of Bengal.

•

A large part of the shoal travels upstream in the Padma and the Ganga — some are known
to move towards the Godavari, and there are records of Hilsa migration to the Cauvery.

•

Culinary lore has it that the fish that travel the farthest upstream have the best combination
of the flavours of the sea and the River.

Obstructions Created by Farakka Barrage:
•

Historical records also show that until the 1970s, the Hilsa would swim the Ganga upstream
to Allahabad — and even to Agra.

•

But the Farakka Barrage, which became operational on the Ganga in 1975, disrupted the
westward movement of the Hilsa. The barrage had a navigation lock that stopped the fish
from swimming upstream beyond Farakka. In Buxar on the border of Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh, the last recorded catch of the Hilsa was made 32 years ago.
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•

The role of the Farakka Barrage in disrupting the Hilsa’s journey is well documented and
has been discussed in Parliament as well.

•

On August 4, 2016, then Union Water Resources Minister told Lok Sabha about plans to
create “fish ladders” to help the fish navigate the obstacle posed by the barrage.

2. ENVIRONMENT
1. Sustainable Development of Little Andaman Island
Why in News?
•

A plan for the sustainable and holistic development of the 680 sq km, fragile Little Andaman
Island in the Andaman and Nicobar group has raised the alarm among conservationists.

About the Proposal:
•

The ‘Sustainable Development of Little Andaman Island - Vision Document’, is the NITI
Aayog’s proposal to leverage the strategic location and natural features of the island. This,
the vision says, will be done by building a new Greenfield coastal city there that will be
developed as a free trade zone and will compete with Singapore and Hong Kong.

•

The proposal is pivoted along three development anchors and zones.
✓ Zone 1 — spread over 102 sq km along the east coast of Little Andaman — will be the
financial district and medi city and will include an aero city, and a tourism and hospital
district.
✓ Spread over 85 sq km of pristine forest, Zone 2, the leisure zone, will have a film city, a
residential district and tourism SEZ.
✓ Zone 3 — on 52 sq km of pristine forest — will be a nature zone, further categorised into
three districts: an exclusive forest resort, a nature healing district and a nature retreat,
all on the western coast.

•

There will be ‘underwater’ resorts, casinos, golf courses, convention centres, plug-and-play
office complexes, a drone port with fully automated drone delivery system, nature cure
institutes and more.

•

An International Airport capable of handling all types of aircraft will be central to this
development vision because “all successful case studies and references” studied by the
visioning team indicate that an international airport is key for Development.

•

The only jetty on the island will be expanded and a marina will be developed next to the
Tourist Entertainment District. A 100 km Greenfield ring road will be constructed
parallel to the coastline from east to west and will be supplemented with a mass rapid transit
network with stations at regular intervals.
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•

The vision plan is not in the public domain, even though it is said to have been finalised
months ago. The comparison with Singapore, for instance, is one key.

•

It has a map of
overlaid

Little Andaman

on

Singapore’s,

along with the

following

statistics:

“The

population

density of the

Andaman

Nicobar is 47

people per sq

km

(sic)

while

it’s

and
7,615

persons per sq

km

in

Singapore.

per

capita

Its

income is $1,789

compared

Singapore's

$55,182.”

to

What are the various Blocks to Development?
•

There are certain factors the vision document notes that could prevent Little Andaman from
becoming the new Singapore — factors that are “stopping us from developing these into
veritable jewels for the country”.
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•

These include lack of good connectivity with Indian mainland and global cities, a fragile
biodiversity and natural ecosystems and certain Supreme Court notifications that pose an
impediment to development.

•

Another key factor is the “presence of indigenous tribes and concerns for their welfare”.

•

There are other concrete obstacles that the vision takes note of: 95% of Little Andaman is
covered in forest, a large parts of it the pristine evergreen type. Some 640 sq km of the island
is Reserve Forest under the Indian Forest Act, and nearly 450 sq km is protected as the Onge
Tribal Reserve, creating a unique and rare socio-ecological-historical complex of high
importance. The vision needs 240 sq km (35%) of this land and the solutions suggested are
simple and straightforward — de-reserve 32% of the reserved forest and de-notify 138 sq km
or 31% of the tribal reserve. And if the tribals become an impediment, the vision suggests
that they “can be relocated to other parts of the island”.

Unclear Document – A Serious Concern:
•

The vision document has maps with no legends or explanations and uses inappropriate
photographs plagiarised from the Internet.

•

It talks of conservation of national park/wildlife sanctuary on Little Andaman when none
exist here and it has no mention of the geological vulnerability of the place, which was
amongst the worst-affected in the earthquake-tsunami combination in 2004.

•

The waves hit Little Andaman so hard that on December 26 the breakwater there was not
just breached, it was physically displaced and its orientation changed. Ships could not berth
for weeks thereafter.

What are the Forest Department’s Concerns?
•

Divisional Forest Officer, Little Andaman, raised serious concerns about this vision on
grounds of ecological fragility, indigenous rights and vulnerability to earthquakes and
tsunamis.

•

The note said such large diversion of forest land would cause obvious environmental loss
leading to irreversible damage (more than 2 million trees stand in the forest land sought for
these projects), that habitats of various wild animals including endangered sea turtles would
be affected, and that the impact could not even be assessed because there was no
environment impact assessment report and neither were there any detailed site layout plans
for the proposed diversion.

•

This note of dissent was a minor irritant and was ignored in the plan and vision that seeks
to alter the nature of an ancient island bigger than Chennai and Mumbai in area.
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2. Glacial Outburst in Uttarakhand
Why in News?
•

Glacial Burst on Nanda Devi triggered an avalanche and caused flash floods in Rishiganga
and Dhauliganga rivers in Chamoli District of Uttarakhand.

What is a Glacial Lake Outburst Flood (GLOF)?
•

Glacier retreat is considered to be one of the most obvious manifestations of ongoing climate
change in the majority of high-latitude regions throughout the world.

•

"Glacial lake outburst flood" (GLOF) is used to describe a sudden release of a significant
amount of water retained in a glacial lake, irrespective of the cause.

•

GLOFs are characterised by extreme peak discharges, often several times in excess of the
maximum discharges of hydro meteorologically induced floods, with an exceptional
erosion/transport potential; therefore, they can turn into flow-type movements.

•

GLOFs have three main features:
✓ They involve sudden (and sometimes cyclic) releases of water.
✓ They tend to be rapid events, lasting hours to days.
✓ They result in large downstream river discharges (which often increase by an order of
magnitude).

Why does a Glacier Break?
•

A build-up of water pressure, an earthquake or cryoseism, an avalanche of rock or heavy
snow, volcanic eruptions under the ice could be the reason for a glacier break.

•

The outburst can also happen after a massive displacement of water in a glacial lake when a
large portion of an adjacent glacier collapses into it.

•

The direct causes of glacial outbursts linked to earthquake, heavy rainfall/snowmelt, longterm dam degradation, etc.

Is Climate Change Responsible for Glacier Burst in Uttarakhand?
•

While exact cause of this incident is yet to be ascertained it is evident that increasing human
interventions in ecologically sensitive Himalayan region are making it more vulnerable to
Climate Change.

What does the Expert Say?
•

"Heavy construction work in the fragile eco-sensitive zones should be avoided.
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•

While it was too early to explain the cause of the devastation, prima facie it seemed to be due
to climate change and global warming which has become "an alarming and irreversible
situation now".

About Glacial Landforms:
•

Glacial landforms are landforms created by the action of glacier movements.

•

As the glaciers expand, due to their accumulating weight of snow and ice they crush and
abrade and scour surfaces such as Rocks and Bedrock.

•

The resulting erosional landforms include striations, cirques, glacial horns, arêtes, trim
lines, U-shaped valleys, over-deepening and hanging valleys.
✓ Cirque: Starting location for mountain glaciers
✓ Cirque stairway: a sequence of cirques
✓ U-shaped, or trough, valley: U-shaped valleys are created by mountain glaciers.
When filled with ocean water so as to create anthe glacial action erodes through, a
spillway (or col) forms
✓ Valley step: an abrupt change in the longitudinal slope of a glacial valley. When the
glaciers retreated leaving behind their freight of crushed rock and sand (glacial drift),
they created characteristic depositional landforms. Examples include glacial moraines,
eskers, and kames. Drumlins and ribbed moraines are also landforms left behind by
retreating glaciers.
✓ Esker: Built-up bed of a sub glacial stream
✓ Kame: Irregularly shaped mound
✓ Moraine: Feature can be terminal (at the end of a glacier), lateral (along the sides of a
glacier), or medial (formed by the merger of lateral moraines from contributory glaciers)
✓ Outwash fan: Braided stream flowing from the front end of a glacier.
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What Happened in Uttarakhand in 2013?
•

A devastating natural disaster in the form of torrential rains of unseen magnitude had struck
Kedarnath on 16-17 June in 2013.

•

The banks of the Chorabari lake in Kedarnath collapsed due to a cloudburst that had resulted
in a major flash flood causing widespread destruction in Uttarakhand and led to heavy losses
to Infrastructure, Agriculture lands, Human and Animal Lives.

3. Oil Spill Near Thiruvananthapuram Coast
Why in News?
•

An emergency clean-up was launched along the coast to mitigate the fallout of a furnace oil
leak into the sea from the Kerala government undertaking Travancore Titanium Products
Ltd. (TTP) at Kochuveli Near the State capital.

About the Issue:
•

TTP officials put the spillage, caused by a rupture in a pipeline carrying the furnace oil, at
roughly 5,000 litres.

•

After the alarm was raised in the morning, the district administration declared the coastal
stretches along Shanghumughom, Vettucaud, and Veli off-limits to the public and tourists
for two days.

•

Local residents, largely comprising the fishing community, have expressed outrage over the
oil leak, blaming the TTP for negligence. They alleged that the oil leak would have a
prolonged impact on marine resources, and consequently, their livelihood.

•

Fishing activities along these regions also stand banned as a precautionary measure.
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•

Effects: The oil spill threatens the ecology of the coastline of Kochuveli and the marine life
of the sea.

•

Liability: Under the International Convention on Civil Liability for Bunker Oil Pollution,
2001, the owners of vessels are responsible for damage caused by oil leaks.
✓ This convention, also known as BUNKER convention, came into force in 2008 and is
administered by the International Maritime Organization (IMO).
✓ The Convention was adopted to ensure that adequate, prompt, and effective
compensation is available to persons who suffer damage caused by spills of oil, when
carried as fuel in Ships' Bunkers.

What is Oil Spill?
•

An oil spill refers to any uncontrolled release of crude oil, gasoline, fuels, or other oil byproducts into the environment. Oil spills can pollute land, air, or water, though it is mostly
used for Oceanic Oil Spills.

•

They have become a major environmental problem, chiefly as a result of intensified
petroleum exploration and production on continental shelves and the transport of large
Amounts of oils in Vessels.

What are its Possible Environmental Impacts?
•

Oil on ocean surfaces is harmful to many forms of aquatic life because it prevents sufficient
amounts of sunlight from penetrating the surface, and it also reduces the level of dissolved
oxygen.

•

Crude oil ruins the Insulating and waterproofing properties of feathers and fur of birds, and
thus oil-coated birds and marine mammals may die from hypothermia (decrease in body
temperature to below-normal levels).

•

Moreover, ingested oil can be toxic to affected animals, and damage their habitat and
reproductive rate.

•

Saltwater marshes and mangroves frequently suffer from oil spills.

•

Experts say that despite best efforts, generally less than 10% of oil spilled in incidents like
these is Successfully Cleaned up.

What are the Economic Impacts?
•

If beaches and populated shorelines are fouled, tourism and commerce may be severely
Affected.
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•

The power plants and other utilities that depend on drawing or discharging sea water are
severely affected by oil spills.

•

Major oil spills are frequently followed by the immediate suspension of commercial Fishing.

How to Clean-up Oil Spill?
•

Containment Booms: Floating barriers, called booms are used to restrict the spread of
oil and to allow for its recovery, removal, or dispersal.

•

Skimmers: They are devices used for physically separating spilled oil from the water’s
Surface.

•

Sorbents: Various sorbents (e.g., straw, volcanic ash and shavings of polyester-derived
plastic) that absorb the oil from the water are used.

•

Dispersing Agents: These are chemicals that contain surfactants, or compounds that act
to break liquid substances such as oil into small droplets. They accelerate its natural
dispersion into the sea.

•

Biological Agents: Nutrients, enzymes, or microorganisms such as Alcanivorax bacteria
or Methylocella silvestris that increase the rate at which natural biodegradation of oil occurs
are added.

About National Oil Spill Disaster Contingency Plan:
•

India promulgated National oil spill Disaster contingency plan (NOS-DCP) in the year 1996.
Coast guard was designated as central coordination authority.

•

The Objectives of the plan are:
✓ To develop appropriate and effective systems for the detection and reporting of spillage
of oil.
✓ To ensure prompt response to prevent, control, and combat oil pollution.
✓ To ensure that adequate protection is provided to the public health and welfare, and the
Marine Environment.
✓ To ensure that appropriate response techniques are employed to prevent, control, and
combat oil pollution, and dispose off recovered material in an environmentally Accepted
Manner.
✓ To ensure that complete and accurate records are maintained of all expenditure to
Facilitate cost of Recovery.
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4. HinduKush Himalayan (HKH) Region
Why in News?
•

Recently, the 'Assessment of Climate Change over the Indian Region' report, snowfall over
the higher reaches of the Hindukush Himalayan mountain ranges has been increasing in
recent decades, which has shielded the Region from Glacier Shrinkage.

About HinduKush Himalayan (HKH) Region:
•

The HKH region spans Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, India, Kyrgyzstan,
Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan.

•

It traverses about 5 million square kilometres and hosts a large and culturally diverse
Population.

•

It is considered the Third Pole (after the North and South Poles), and has significant
implications for Climate.

•

It contains vast cryospheric zones (frozen water parts) and is also the world’s largest store
of snow and ice outside the Polar Region.

Highlights:
•

The recent massive flooding in the Alaknanda river, probably due to glacial bursts has
highlighted the issue of higher glacier retreat in recent decades due to global warming,
however, the report indicates a contrasting picture of the Hindukush Himalayas.

•

The Assessment of Climate Change over the Indian Region Report has been published by
the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES). It is India’s first-ever national forecast on the impact
of global warming on the Subcontinent in the Coming Century.

•

Several areas of Hindukush Karakoram Himalayas have experienced a declining trend in
snowfall and also retreat of Glaciers in Recent Decades.

•

The high-elevation Karakoram Himalayas have experienced higher winter snowfall that has
shielded the region from glacier shrinkage.

•

The Karakorams are part of a complex of mountain ranges at the centre of Asia, including
the HinduKush to the west, the Pamirs to the northwest, the Kunlun Mountains to the
northeast, and the Himalayas to the southeast.

•

Even when the winter snowfall has increased over the high-elevation Karakoram Himalayas,
the overall climate along the Hindukush Karakoram region is undergoing warming at a
higher rate during the winter season as compared to other seasons.

About the Faster Heating of Himalayas:
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•

Weather dynamics is intricate in the Himalayan region, arising due to extensive interactions
of tropical and extratropical weather systems.

•

The Himalayas have been warming at a faster rate than the rest of Indian landmass during
1951 - 2018.

•

Besides, the Warming Reported from this region is higher than global mean temperatures.

The Global Warming:
•

The decadal warming trend recorded over these ranges from 1951 to 2014 was 1.3 degree
Celsius. This is a rise from 0.16 degree Celsius recorded from 1900 to 1950, when global
warming was less pronounced.

•

Effects caused by overheating:

•

Increasing Annual Mean Surface Temperature:

•

The Report has forecast an increase in annual mean surface temperature by 2.2 degree
Celsius during 2040 - 2069 and a further increase by 3.3 degree Celsius during 2070 – 2099,
along these ranges.

Extreme Precipitation:
•

Due to this warming trend, there is an expected increase in the precipitation projected over
the region. It is predicted that there will be a significant increase in extreme precipitation
over the Hindukush Karakoram region, with maximum consecutive five-day precipitation
events.

Advantages:
•

The Hindukush Karakoram ranges, along with the Tibetan Plateau, are the main drivers of
the Indian Summer Monsoon.

•

These ranges form the source to 10 major river systems in Asia, supporting drinking water,
irrigation and power supply to 1.3 billion people in the continent.

•

Major Indian rivers which replenish due to the melted snow are Indus, Ganges and
Brahmaputra. After the North and the South poles, the Hindukush – Karakoram ranges,
along with the Tibetan Plateau, hold the largest reserves of Freshwater.

2.1. ENVIRONMENT SNIPPETS
1. Periyar Tiger Reserve
Why in News?
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•

Recently, the Periyar Tiger Reserve (PTR) in Kerala has taken up training of a tiger cub to
equip it to naturally hunt in the Forest Environment.

Highlights:
•

It falls in the districts of Idukki and Pathanamthitta in Kerala (saddled in the southern
region of Western Ghats).

•

Declared a Sanctuary during 1950 and declared as Tiger Reserve during 1978. It gets its
name from the River Periyar which has its origin deep inside the reserve.

•

The major rivers through the reserve are Mullayar and Periyar.

•

The sanctuary comprises tropical evergreen, semi evergreen, moist deciduous forests and
grasslands.

•

About 1966 species of flowering plants grow in the sanctuary.

•

Of this about 516 are endemic to the Western Ghats.

•

The sanctuary is a repository of medicinal plants numbering to about 300.

•

Some are endemic to the region like Syzygium periyarensis (a tree), Habenaria periyarensis
(an orchid) and Mucuna pruriense thekkadiensis (a climber) etc.

•

The Fauna seen are Mammals: Tiger, Elephant, Lion-tailed macaque, Nilgiri Tahr etc; Birds:
Darters, Cormorants, Kingfishers, the great Malabar Hornbill and racket-tailed Drongos;
and Reptiles: Monitor Lizards, Python, King Cobra etc.

•

There are six tribal communities nestled inside the reserve such as Mannans, Paliyans,
Malayarayans, Mala Pandarams, Uralis and Ulladans.

2. The First Rocket to Run on Biofuel has been Launched
Why in News?
•

Recently, Stardust 1.0 has been launched from USA, which became the first commercial
space Launch Powered by Biofuel.

Stardust 1.0:
•

Stardust 1.0 is a launch vehicle to launch small satellites called cubesats into space.

•

It is 20 feet tall and has a mass of around 250 kg.

•

The rocket can carry a Maximum Payload mass of 8 kg.

•

It is powered by bio-derived fuels.

•

It is relatively cheaper than traditional rocket fuels and less toxic for the environment.

•

The rocket is manufactured by an aerospace company called blueshift.

Biofuels:
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•

Biofuel is any fuel that is derived from biomass i.e., plant or algae material or animal waste.

•

These biomasses can be converted directly into liquid fuels that can be used as
transportation fuels.

•

It is a renewable source of energy as feed stocks can be replenished readily.

•

It is a cost-effective and environmentally benign alternative to petroleum and other fossil
fuels.

Types of Biofuel:
•

First generation biofuels: Produced from sugar, starch, vegetable oil, or animal fats using
Conventional Technology.

•

Examples: Bio alcohols, Biodiesel, Vegetable oil, Bio ethers, Biogas, Syngas.

•

Second generation biofuels: Produced from non-food crops, such as cellulosic biofuels
and Waste biomass (stalks of wheat and corn, and wood).

•

Examples: Biohydrogen, bio methanol.

•

Third generation biofuels: Produced from micro-organisms like algae.

National Policy on Biofuels, 2018:
•

It envisages a strategic role for biofuels in the Indian Energy basket.

•

Aim is to achieve energy security of the country with a target of reducing import dependence
i.e. usage of fossil fuels by 10% from 2014-15 levels by the year 2022.

•

First Generation Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) Programme, 2003

•

EBP progamme was started to empower Oil Marketing Companies to procure ethanol from
domestic sources.

•

NODAL Ministry: Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas.

•

Objective: Sale of 5% ethanol blended Petrol.

•

Aim:
✓ Reducing import dependency
✓ Conserving foreign exchange
✓ Reducing carbon emissions
✓ Provide boost to agriculture sector

3. World Wetlands Day
Why in News?
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•

World Wetlands Day is observed on 1 February every year.

World Wetlands Day:
•

2 February each year is celebrated ‘World Wetlands Day’ to raise global awareness about the
vital role of wetlands for people and our planet.

•

This day also marks the date of the adoption of the Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar
Convention) on 2 February 1971, in the Iranian city of Ramsar on the shores of the Caspian
Sea.

•

The annual celebration of the Day started in 1997.

•

The theme for World Wetlands Day 2021 is ‘Wetlands and Water’.

•

The 2021 campaign highlights the contribution of wetlands to the quantity and quality of
freshwater on our planet. Water and wetlands are connected in an inseparable co-existence
that is vital to life, our wellbeing and the health of our planet.

•

2021 also marks the 50th anniversary of the adoption of the Ramsar Convention.

Wetlands:
•

Wetlands are land areas that are saturated or flooded with water either permanently or
seasonally.

•

Inland wetlands include marshes, ponds, lakes, fens, rivers, floodplains, and swamps.
Coastal wetlands include saltwater marshes, estuaries, mangroves, lagoons and even coral
reefs.

•

Fishponds, rice paddies, and saltpans are human-made Wetlands.

Wetlands in India:
•

India has Nearly 4.6% of its land as wetlands, covering an area of 15.26 million hectares.

•

There are 42 sites designated as Wetlands of International Importance (Ramsar Sites), with
a surface area of 1.08 million hectares in India. Get the list of Ramsar sites in India here.

Centre for Wetland Conservation and Management (CWCM):
•

On the occasion of World Wetlands Day 2021, the MoS for Environment announced the
establishment of a Centre for Wetland Conservation and Management (CWCM), as a part of
the National Centre for Sustainable Coastal Management (NCSCM), Chennai, an institution
under the Ministry.

•

The Centre will help in building partnership and networks with relevant national and
International Agencies.
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4. State to seek Ramsar certification for Sultanpur National Park
Why in News?
•

The Haryana forest department is recently planning to recommend the Sultanpur National
Park in Gurugram and the Bhindawas Wildlife Sanctuary in Jhajjar district for declaration
as Ramsar sites.

Highlights:
•

Both the sites are protected under the MoEFCC’s Wetland Rules (2017).

•

According to Wetlands International, the quality of the habitat in both Bhindawas and
Sultanpur has been Declining.

Sultanpur National Park:
•

It is located at Sultanpur village, Haryana.

•

It is named after Chauhan Rajput Raja Sultan Singh Chauhan.

•

It was declared a Bird Sanctuary in 1972.

•

It was upgraded to a National Park in 1991.

Fauna:
•

Blue bull, Indian Fox and black buck.

Avian Species:
•

Nearly 370 species migrate to India due to seasonal changes, including 175 long-distance
migration species through Central air Asian Flyway route.

•

Resident birds: White-throated kingfisher, Indian spot-billed duck, painted stork, blacknecked stork, white ibis, black-headed ibis, Eurasian collared dove, spotted owlet, etc.

•

Migratory birds: Siberian crane, greater flamingo, Eurasian teal, spot-billed pelican,
Eurasian wigeon, black-tailed godwit, spotted redshank etc.

Bhindawas Wildlife Sanctuary:
•

It is located in Jhajjar district, Haryana.

•

It is situated along the Sahibi River.

•

It is a man-made wetland which attracts several migratory birds in the winter season.

•

It shares its border with Khaparwas Wildlife Sanctuary.

Ramsar Convention:
•

It is an intergovernmental treaty which was agreed upon in 1971 at Ramsar, Iran.
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•

Aim: Conserve the worldwide loss of wetlands and to conserve, through wise use and
management through international cooperation, policy making, capacity building and
technology transfer.

•

Wetlands can be included on the list because of their ecological, botanical, zoological,
limnological or hydrological importance.

•

It came into force in the year 1975, upon receipt by UNESCO.

•

It is the convention on wetlands of international importance.

•

It is the first modern treaty between nations aimed at conserving natural resources.

•

There are 171 contracting parties to the Convention.

•

India signed the Ramsar Convention on 1 February 1982.

•

With 175 Ramsar sites, the United Kingdom has the largest number of such sites in the
world.

•

These sites are maintained in Montreux Record to track any major ecological changes that
might affect any of the wetland sites positively or negatively.

Ramsar Wetlands:
•

It includes a wide variety of natural and human-made habitat types.

•

Like swamps, marshes, billabongs, lakes, salt marshes, mudflats, mangroves, coral reefs,
fens, peat bogs, or bodies of water - whether natural or artificial, permanent or temporary.

•

Water within these areas can be static or flowing, fresh, brackish or saline, and can include
underground wetlands, inland rivers and coastal or marine water to a depth of six metres at
low tide.

5. Fishing Cat
Why in News?
•

The Fishing Cat Conservation Alliance has recently started a worldwide campaign to raise
awareness for conservation of fishing cats.

Highlights:
•

The Fishing Cat Conservation Alliance is a team of conservationists, researchers and
enthusiasts working to achieve functioning floodplains and coastal ecosystems that ensure
survival of the fishing cat.

•

Its Scientific Name is Prionailurus viverrinus. It is twice the size of a house cat.

•

The fishing cat is nocturnal (active at night) and apart from fish also preys on frogs,
crustaceans, snakes, birds, and scavenges on carcasses of larger animals.
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•

The species breed all year round. They spend most of their lives in areas of dense vegetation
close to water bodies and are excellent swimmers.

•

Fishing cats have a patchy distribution along the Eastern Ghats. They abound in estuarine
floodplains, tidal mangrove forests and also inland freshwater habitats.

•

Apart from Sundarbans in West Bengal and Bangladesh, fishing cats inhabit the Chilika
lagoon and surrounding wetlands in Odisha, Coringa and Krishna mangroves in Andhra
Pradesh. Wetland degradation and conversion for aquaculture and other commercial
projects, sand mining along river banks, agricultural intensification resulting in loss of
riverine buffer and conflict with humans in certain areas resulting in targeted hunting and
retaliatory killings. The Protection Status are IUCN Red List: Vulnerable. Despite multiple
threats, the Fishing Cat was recently downlisted to “Vulnerable” from “Endangered” in the
IUCN Red List species assessment, CITES: Appendix II and Indian Wildlife Protection Act,
1972: Schedule I

•

The Fishing Cat Conservation Alliance has initiated a study of the bio-geographical
distribution of the fishing cat in the unprotected and human-dominated landscapes of the
northeastern Ghats of Andhra Pradesh.

•

In 2012, the West Bengal government officially declared the Fishing Cat as the State Animal
and the Calcutta Zoo has two big enclosures dedicated to them.

•

In Odisha, many NGOs and wildlife conservation Societies are involved in Fishing Cat
research and conservation work.

•

The Fishing Cat Project, launched in 2010 started raising awareness about the Cat in West
Bengal.

6. Research on Various Aspects of Medicinal Plants
Why in News?
•

The National Medicinal Plants Bard (NMPB), Ministry of AYUSH under ‘Conservation,
Development and Sustainable Management of Medicinal Plants’ scheme, is supporting
research & development projects on various aspects of Medicinal Plants.

•

Conservation, Development and Sustainable Management of Medicinal Plants Scheme:

•

The activities proposed to be undertaken in the scheme will also help the country to meet its
international obligations in the field of medicinal plant’s biodiversity and promoting
bilateral/international cooperation.

•

NMPB is engaging in various conservation activities by developing sustainable way through
this central sector scheme.
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•

The efforts of the NMPB need to be considerably upscaled to tackle the whole range of issues
impacting the sustained availability of quality herbs.

•

The main objectives of the scheme are as follows:

In-situ Conservation:
•

In-situ Conservation deals with the on-site conservation of the wild genetic
resources/genetic diversity in natural habitat.

•

In India, the conservation of forest areas preserves through Protected Areas like National
Parks, Wildlife sanctuaries and Biosphere reserve.

Ex-situ Conservation:
•

Ex-situ conservation dealing with the off-site conservation of the wild genetic resources /
genetic diversity.

•

It includes the collection, preservation and maintenance of selected genetic resources from
wild.

•

Engage the Eco-Task Force mechanism for reversing habitat degradation of medicinal
plants. Conservation & development of eco-systems with medicinal plants bio-diversity.

•

Promote R&D in all aspects of medicinal plants, development of agro-techniques, postharvest management, storage and processing, developing molecular characterization tools
etc. and promotion of IT.

•

Enhance community mobilization and facilitate sustainable livelihood systems based on
medicinal plants for farmers, collectors and other stake holders especially in forest fringe
areas.

•

Ensure Quality Assurance - Maintain Good Quality Gene Pool Sources of medicinal plants
and aromatic plants having medicinal applications.

•

Mapping, upgrading, modernizing of Medicinal Plants supply chain and creating/
optimizing market linkages and value addition.

•

Quality standardization, Good Collection Practices and Good Agricultural Practices for
Medicinal Plants. Information, Education and Communication - through seminars,
trainings and exposure visits promote capacity building and Human Resource development
through appropriate inter-state and International Exposure.

•

Promote publication of documents, monographs, technical bulletins, documentaries,
brochures, posters, other Publicity Materials, etc.
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7. Hydrogen Fuel
Why in News?
•

The researchers at the Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi (IIT-D) have recently come up
with a way to Generate Clean Fuel Hydrogen from water at a low-cost

Highlights:
•

It is a significant step towards efforts across the globe that are being made to look for Cleaner
and Greener Energy Sources.

•

Hydrogen gas is a viable choice as a renewable substitute for fossil fuels, and can help
mitigate emissions to reduce pollution.

•

The researchers at IIT-D have successfully split water by a process known as Sulphur-Iodine
(SI) thermochemical hydrogen cycle (SI Cycle) to generate low-cost, clean hydrogen fuel for
industrial consumption.

•

Generally in SI Cycle, the separation of Hydrogen from oxygen requires a high amount of
heat (generally from non-renewable sources such as coal, oil and natural gas). This makes
the large-scale production of hydrogen gas economically non viable and non environment
friendly.

•

The main achievement has been designing a suitable catalyst for the energy intensive,
corrosive step of sulphuric acid conversion to sulphur-dioxide and oxygen.

About Sulfur-Iodine Cycle:
•

The sulfur–iodine cycle (SI cycle) is a three-step thermochemical cycle used to produce
hydrogen. In this cycle, all the chemicals are recycled. The SI process requires an efficient
source of heat.

•

Heat enters the cycle in high-temperature endothermic chemical reactions in the initial
process and heat exits the cycle in the low-temperature exothermic reaction in the final stage
of obtaining Hydrogen Gas.

About Hydrogen Fuel Cell Technology:
•

Enabling availability of of low cost hydrogen through this discovery will enhance and
improve the application of Hydrogen fuel cell technology which offers the advantages of a
clean and reliable alternative energy source to applications such as – electric vehicles,
primary and backup power for a variety of commercial, industrial, and residential buildings;
and more futuristic-sounding applications like air taxis.

•

A hydrogen fuel cell is an electrochemical power generator that combines hydrogen and
oxygen to Produce Electricity, with water and heat as by-products.
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Disadvantages of Hydrogen as Fuel:
•

Compared to gas, hydrogen lacks smell, which makes any leak detection almost Impossible.

•

Hydrogen is a highly flammable and volatile substance, its potential dangers make its
Transportation and storage very Challenging.

8. Pong Dam Lake Wildlife Sanctuary
Why in News?
•

Recently, over a lakh migratory water birds arrived at the Pong Dam Lake Wildlife Sanctuary
in Himachal Pradesh in winter 2020-21.

Highlights;
•

It is located in Kangra District, Himachal Pradesh.

•

Pong dam was built across the Beas River in 1975. It is also called the Pong reservoir or the
Maharana Pratap Sagar.

•

The reservoir was declared as a Wildlife Sanctuary by the Himachal Pradesh government in
1983.

•

The Government of India declared it a “Wetland of National Importance” in 1994 .

•

The Pong Dam Lake was declared as Ramsar Site in November 2002.

•

The sanctuary plays host to around 220 species of birds belonging to 54 families. Migratory
birds from all over Hindukush Himalayas and also as far as Siberia come here during winter.

•

The lake is fed by Beas River and its numerous perennial tributaries such as Gaj, Neogal,
Binwa, Uhl, Bangana, and Baner.

•

The lake harbours around 22 species of fish, including rare fish like sal and gad. The
adequate water level of the lake makes it an ideal destination to indulge in water sports.

•

The sanctuary area is covered with tropical and subtropical forests, which shelters a great
number of Indian Wildlife animals. The Flora seen here are Eucalyptus, acacia, jamun,
shisham, mango, mulberry, ficus, kachnar, amla and prunus.

•

The Fauna seen here are Barking deer, sambar, wild boars, nilgai, leopards and oriental
small-clawed otters. The Avian-Fauna present here are Black-headed gulls, Red necked
grebes, plovers, terns, ducks, water-fowl Egrets, and more.

9. Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary (WWS)
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Why in News?
•

Recently, the Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change (MoEFCC) on an EcoSensitive Zone (ESZ) which runs around the Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary (WWS) has
triggered protests in Wayanad (Kerala).

Highlights:
•

The 118.5 sq km area has been earmarked as an Eco-Sensitive Zone (ESZ), of which 99.5 sq
km is outside the sanctuary and the remaining 19 sq km comprises revenue villages within
the Sanctuary.

•

There will be restrictions on several human activities in ESZ, including a ban on all new and
existing mining, stone quarrying and crushing units and new industries causing Pollution.

•

It also includes a ban on establishment of major hydroelectric projects and setting up of new
sawmills, brick kilns and commercial use of firewood within ESZ.

•

Besides, no new commercial hotels and resorts shall be permitted within 1km of the
boundary of the Protected area or up to the extent of ESZ, whichever is nearer.

•

It also bars felling of trees in private lands without prior permission of the competent
authority in the State Government.

Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary:
•

Location: Located in Kerala, Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary (WWS) is an integral part of the
Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve.

•

It has spread over 344.44 sq km, WWS is contiguous to the tiger reserves of Nagerhole and
Bandipur of Karnataka and Mudumalai of Tamil Nadu.

•

The Kabini river (a tributary of Cauvery river) flows through the sanctuary. It was declared
a Sanctuary in the year 1973.

•

The forest types include South Indian Moist Deciduous forests, West coast semi-evergreen
forests and plantations of teak, eucalyptus and Grewelia.

•

Elephant, Gaur, Tiger, Panther, Sambar, Spotted deer, Barking deer, Wild boar, Sloth bear,
Nilgiri langur, Bonnet macaque, Common langur, Wild dog, common otter, Malabar giant
Squirrel etc. are the Major Mammals.

10. The Lancet Countdown on Health
Why in News?
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•

Recently, ‘The Lancet Countdown on Health and Climate Change’ highlights the benefits to
health if countries adopt climate plans - Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) - that
are consistent with the Paris Agreement aim of limiting warming to "well below 2°C".

Highlights:
•

The Lancet Countdown on Health and Climate Change, published annually, is an
international, multidisciplinary collaboration, dedicated to monitoring the evolving health
profile of climate change, and providing an independent assessment of the delivery of
commitments made by governments worldwide under the Paris Agreement.

•

The countries considered in the modelling study represent 50% of the world’s population
and 70% of the world’s emissions – Brazil, China, Germany, India, Indonesia, Nigeria, South
Africa, the UK and the US.

•

It looked at three scenarios, which are carrying on the current path, increasing efforts to
achieve the Paris goals, and a more ambitious scenario, which put health at the heart of
tackling climate change.

•

Placing health as a key focus of the NDCs could present an opportunity to increase ambition
and realise health co-benefits.

•

Millions of lives could be saved annually by 2040 meeting Paris Agreement targets.

•

Adopting policies that are consistent with achieving the Paris Agreement and prioritising
health could save 6.4 million lives due to better diet, 1.6 million lives due to cleaner air, and
2.1 million lives due to increased exercise per year across nine countries.

•

If India can adhere to its commitments, then the study indicates it would be able to save 4.3
lakh lives due to cleaner air and 17.41 lakh lives due to better diet.

•

Paris Agreement is the first-ever universal, legally binding global climate change agreement,
adopted at the Paris climate conference (COP21) in December 2015.

•

To keep global temperatures “well below” 2 degrees Celsius (C) compared to pre-industrial
times and “seek to limit” even more, to 1.5 degrees C.

Issues in Achieving the Pledged Targets:
•

Most of the nations have been slow to update their national contributions for reducing
emissions for 2025-2030, however several have announced net zero emission targets in the
Recent Past.

•

The plans and policies of Nations is not credible enough to meet the long term net zero
targets as:
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•

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 1.5 degrees Celsius Report
indicated that to stay within a reasonable chance of achieving 1.5 degrees C, global CO2
emissions have to fall by 45% from the 2010 levels by 2030 but current national
contributions are not on track for such a fall.

•

The withdrawal of the USA in 2020 from the Paris deal undermines the universality of the
Paris Agreement and impairs states' confidence in climate cooperation. However, the USA
has recently started the process of rejoining the Deal.

3. POLITY AND GOVERNANCE
1. Annual Financial Statement
Why in News?
•

On 1 February 2021, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman presented the first paperless
Union Budget in the history of India. This is done in view of the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic.

What is Budget?
•

Annual Financial Statement is a Documents presented to the Parliament in every financial
year as a part of the Budget Process under Article 112 of the constitution of India.

•

This document comprises the receipts and expenditures of the government of current year,
previous year and budget year in three separate parts viz. Consolidated Fund of India,
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Contingency Fund of India and Public Account of India. The government has to present a
statement of receipts and expenditure for each of these funds.
•

Capital receipt comprises of loans raised by the Government, borrowing from the Reserve
Bank of India and loans taken from foreign Governments/institutions.

•

It also embraces recoveries of loans advanced by the Government and sale proceeds of
government assets, including those realized from divestment of Government equity in PSUs.

Difference between Annual Financial Statement and Budget:
•

The term budget is used for several documents together including the Annual Financial
Statement.

•

The other documents in budget include Demands for Grants (DG); Appropriation Bill;
Finance Bill; Memorandum Explaining the Provisions in the Finance Bill; Macro-Economic
Framework Statement; Fiscal Policy Strategy Statement; Medium Term Fiscal Policy
Statement; Medium Term Expenditure Framework Statement etc.

•

However, Annual Financial Statement distinguishes the expenditure on revenue account
from the expenditure on other accounts, as is mandated in the Constitution of India.

•

The Revenue and the Capital sections together, therefore make the Union Budget and that
is why, Annual Financial Statements is essentially the Budget of the Government.

Budget Pre Independence:
•

Budget was introduced on 7 April 1860 by the East India Company to the British Crown. It
was presented by a Scottish Economist and politician James Wilson.

•

For the first 30 years, the Budget didn't have the word infrastructure. It was introduced in
the Budget in the 1900s.

Budget Post Independence:
•

First Union Budget of Independent India: It was introduced on 26 November 1947. It
was present by the first Finance Minister R.K. Shanmukham Chetty. However, it was a
review of the Indian economy and no new taxes were proposed. It is to be noted that almost
46% of the Budget or Rs. 92.74 crores were allocated for defence services department.

•

Printing of Budget: The Budget was leaked in 1950, following which the government
shifted the printing of budget from Rashtrapati Bhawan to a press at Minto Road. In 1980,
it was shifted to a government press in North Block.

•

Introduction of Hindi: Till 1955, the Budget was presented only in the English language.
However, from 1955-56, the Budget documents are printed both in English and Hindi.
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•

First Prime Minister to present the Union Budget: Former Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru was the first PM to present the Union Budget for the FY 1958-1959. The
Union Budget is usually presented by the Finance Minister. Other than Jawaharlal Nehru,
Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi were the only Prime Ministers to have presented the Budget
in their respective administration.

•

First Woman to present the Union Budget: Former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi was
the first woman to present the Union Budget for the FY 1970-71. On 5 July 2019, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman became the first full-time woman Finance Minister on India.

•

Maximum Union Budgets by a Minister: Former Finance Minister Moraji Desai
presented the Union Budget a record 10 times, followed by former FM P. Chidambaram (9),
former FM Pranab Mukherjee (8), former FM Yashwant Sinha (8), and former FM
Manmohan Singh (6)

•

Black Budget: For the FY 1973-74, the Budget was presented by the then Finance Minister
Yashwantrao B. Chavan and is called as 'Black Budget' due to high budget deficit of Rs 550
crores-- the maximum until that time. The Budget followed the Indo-Pak war of 1971 and
failed the monsoon season.

•

The Epochal Budget: The Budget presented by the then Finance Minister Manmohan
Singh for the FY 1991-92 is known as 'The Epochal Budget'-- a budget that changed India
forever as it marked the economic liberalisation of the nation.

•

Dream Budget: The Budget presented by the then Finance Minister P. Chidambaram for
the FY 1997-98 is known as 'Dream Budget' as it proposed to lower the tax slabs of personal
and corporate taxes.

•

The Millennium Budget: The Budget presented by the then Finance Minister Yashwant
Sinha for the FY 2000-01 is known as 'The Millennium Budget'-- revolutionised India's IT
sector.

•

Change in Time: In the year 2001, Finance Minister Yashwant Sinha changed the time for
the presentation of Union Budget from 5 p.m. to 11 a.m. on the last working day of February.

•

Merging of Budgets and Change in Date: In the year 2017, the Rail Budget was merged
with the Union Budget. Also, since the said year, the Budget has been presented on 1
February following the changes introduced by the then Finance Minister Arun Jaitley.
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•

Gift Tax: Former Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru introduced the Gift Tax in the FY 19581959 Budget to make tax evasion more difficult.

•

Goods and Services Tax: On 28 February 2006, Goods and Services Tax was introduced
by the then Finance Minister P. Chidambaram in the Budget.

•

Longest Budget speech: Former Finance Minister Arun Jaitley holds the record for
delivering the longest Budget speech in 2014-- 2.5 hours. Bahi Khata instead of a briefcase:
In the year 2019, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman replaced the standard Budget
briefcase with the traditional 'Bahi Khata' with the National Emblem.

•

Paperless Budget: For the first time in Independent India's history, the Budget for the FY
2021-22 is paperless.

Union Budget 2021 Highlights:
•

The Union Budget 2020-21 was focused on the centre's Atma-Nirbhar Bharat vision. It did
not propose any changes in personal income tax slabs.

•

The Budget 2021-12 PART-A mainly rests on six pillars: Health & Well-Being, Physical &
Financial Capital & Infrastructure, Inclusive development for aspirational India,
reinvigorating human capital, Innovation & R&D and Minimum Govt & Maximum
Governance and Part-B was on Taxation.

•

Income Tax Budget 2021: The government has exempted senior citizens of 75 years of
age and above from filing the Income Tax Return. There was no announcement of any
change in the tax slabs for salaried individuals.

List of Important Schemes in Union Budget 2020-21:
•

PM Atma-Nirbhar Swasth Bharat Yojana to be launched to develop primary, secondary and
tertiary healthcare systems, strengthen existing health systems and support future health
interventions with an outlay of about 64,180 crores over 6 years.

•

National Railway Plan: The Indian Railways has prepared a National Rail Plan for India
2030. The plan is to create a future-ready railways system by 2030. The government aims
to bring down the logistic cost for industry to enable Make in India.

•

Mission Poshan 2.0 will also be launched to improve nutritional outcomes across 112
aspirational districts. Besides this, Voluntary Vehicle Scrapping Policy will be introduced to
phase out old vehicles and reduce vehicular pollution. Get full list of new schemes here.
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•

The Union Budget 2021 became the first-ever to go paperless, no hard copies of the Budget
2021 will be printed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The soft copies of the budget will be
provided to all members of the Parliament.

•

Union Budget Mobile App: The Union Government has launched a dedicated Union
Budget Mobile app for both Android and Apple smartphones. The mobile app will provide
all Union Budget documents after FM Nirmala Sitharaman's Budget speech in the
Parliament. Know all about the app here.

•

Budget 2021, hailed by many as the Economic vaccine, is expected to boost revival of the
Indian economy, which is currently in distress due to the impact of COVID-19 pandemic and
the ensuing national lockdown. The Union Budget 2021 mainly envisions creating an AtmaNirbhar Bharat.

2. Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act
Why in News?
•

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has recently issued new regulating guidelines to banks
under Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010.

Highlights:
•

It states that the donations received in Indian rupees by non-governmental organisations
(NGOs) and associations from any foreign source (even if that source is located in India at
the time of such donation) should be treated as foreign contribution.

•

Widening the Scope of Foreign Contribution: Under the issued regulations, donations given
in Indian rupees (INR) by any foreigner/foreign source including foreigners of Indian origin

like Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) or Person of India Origin (PIO) cardholders should also
be treated as foreign contribution.
•

Meeting the Standards of FATF: The guidelines mandate that good practices should be
followed by NGOs in accordance with standards of global financial watchdog- Financial
Action Task Force (FATF).

•

It asked NGOs to inform the Ministry about “suspicious activities” of any donor or recipient
and “take due diligence of its employees at the time of recruitment.”

Existing Rules:
•

All banks have to report the receipt or utilisation of any foreign contribution by any NGO,
association or person to the Central government within 48 hours, whether or not they are
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registered or granted prior permission under the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act
(FCRA) 2010.
•

In September 2020, the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Act (FCRA), 2020
was passed by the Parliament.

•

A new provision that makes it mandatory for all NGOs to receive foreign funds in a
designated bank account at the State Bank of India’s New Delhi branch was inserted.

•

All NGOs seeking foreign donations have to open a designated FCRA account at the SBI
branch or link their existing account to it.

Reasons for FCRA Regulations:
•

The annual inflow of foreign contribution has almost doubled between the years 2010 and
2019, but many recipients of foreign contribution are being not utilised the same for the
purpose for which they were registered or granted prior permission under amended
provisions of the FCRA 2010.

•

The Union Home Ministry has suspended licenses of the six (NGOs) who were alleged to
have used foreign contributions for religious conversion.

•

To ensure that such contributions do not adversely affect the internal security of the country.

•

Recently the National Investigation Agency (NIA) registered a case against a foreign based
group that provides funds for secessionist and pro-Khalistani activities in India. These
regulations could enhance transparency and accountability in the receipt and utilisation of
foreign contributions.

Controversies in FCRA:
•

Scope not defined: It prohibits the receipt of foreign contributions “for any activities
detrimental to the national interest” or the “economic interest of the state”. There is no clear
guidance on what constitutes “public interest”.

•

Limits Fundamental Rights: The FCRA restrictions have serious consequences on both the
rights to free speech and freedom of association under Articles 19(1)(a) and 19(1)(c) of the
Constitution.

Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA), 2010:
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•

Foreign funding of persons in India is regulated under FCRA Act and is implemented by the
Ministry of Home Affairs.

•

Individuals are permitted to accept foreign contributions without permission of MHA.
However, the monetary limit for acceptance of such foreign contributions shall be less than
Rs. 25,000. The Act ensures that the recipients of foreign contributions adhere to the stated
purpose for which such contribution has been obtained.

•

Under the Act, organisations are required to register themselves every five years.

Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Act, 2020:
•

Prohibition to accept foreign contribution: The Act bars public servants from receiving
foreign contributions. Public servant includes any person who is in service or pay of the
government, or remunerated by the government for the performance of any public duty.

•

Transfer of foreign contribution: The Act prohibits the transfer of foreign contribution to
any other person not registered to accept foreign contributions.

•

Aadhaar for registration: The Act makes Aadhaar number mandatory for all office bearers,
directors or key functionaries of a person receiving foreign contribution, as an identification
document.

•

The Act states that foreign contribution must be received only in an account designated by
the bank as FCRA account in such branches of the State Bank of India, New Delhi.

•

Reduction in use of foreign contribution for administrative purposes: The Act proposes that
not more than 20% of the total foreign funds received could be defrayed for administrative
expenses. In FCRA 2010 the limit was 50%.

•

Surrender of certificate: The Act allows the central government to permit a person to
surrender their registration certificate.

Way Ahead:
•

Excessive regulation on foreign contribution may affect working of the NGOs which are
helpful in implementing Government Schemes at the Grassroots. They fill the gaps, where
the government fails to do their Jobs.

•

The regulation should not hamper sharing of resources across national boundaries essential
to the functioning of a Global Community, and should not be discouraged unless there is
reason to believe the funds are being used to aid Illegal Activities.
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3. SC to Examine Plea Against T.N.’s 69% Reservations
Why in News?
•

The Supreme Court recently agreed to examine a petition seeking an immediate stay on the
implementation of a Tamil Nadu law that allows 69% quota in educational institutions and
Government jobs in the State.

About the Issue:
•

A three-judge Bench led by Justice Ashok Bhushan issued notice and gave the Tamil Nadu
government two weeks to file its response to a writ petition challenging the constitutionality
of the Tamil Backward Classes, Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Reservation of seats
in Educational Institutions and of appointments or posts in the Services under the State)
Act of 1993.

•

The law is protected under the Ninth Schedule of the Constitution from judicial review.

•

Section 4 of the Act provides 30% reservation to the Backward Classes, 20% for Most
Backward Classes and de-notified communities, 18% for Scheduled Castes and 1% for
Scheduled Tribes. Thus, a total of 69% reservation is provided.

•

Tamil Nadu Reservation Act, 1993 provides 69% reservation in Admissions and in public
services, which is arbitrary, unreasonable and excessive. This excessive reservation seriously
affects General Category students and Candidates to the Public Services.

What is present in Ninth Schedule?
•

The Schedule contains a list of central and state laws which cannot be challenged in courts
and was added by the Constitution (First Amendment) Act, 1951.

•

The first Amendment added 13 laws to the Schedule. Subsequent amendments in various
years have taken the number of protected laws to 284 currently.

•

It was created by the new Article 31B, which along with Article 31A was brought in by the
government to protect laws related to agrarian reform and for abolishing the Zamindari
system.

•

While Article 31A extends protection to ‘classes’ of laws, Article 31B shields specific laws or
enactments.

•

While most of the laws protected under the Schedule concern agriculture/land issues, the
list includes other subjects.
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•

Article 31B also has a retrospective operation which means that if laws are inserted in the
Ninth Schedule after they are declared unconstitutional, they are considered to have been in
the Schedule since their commencement, and thus valid.

•

Although Article 31B excludes judicial review, the apex court has said in the past that even
laws under the Ninth Schedule would be open to scrutiny if they violated Fundamental
Rights or the basic structure of the Constitution.

What are the Constitutional Provisions for Reservation in Education and Jobs?
•

Various provisions in Article 15 and 16 of the Constitution empower the State to make special
provisions in education and jobs respectively for the socially and educationally backward
section of the society and for the economically weaker section.

•

Although these provisions are mentioned in Part III (fundamental rights) of the
Constitution, their nature is like directives to the state i.e. they are not binding on the state.

•

SC/ST Reservation:
✓ The state (both Centre and the states) is permitted to make any special provision for the
advancement of scheduled castes and scheduled tribes. For example, reservation of seats
or fee concessions in public educational institutions and providing reservation in
government jobs if they are not adequately represented.
✓ The quota for SCs is 15% and for STs it is 7.5%

•

Other Backward Class (OBC) Reservation:
✓ The state (both Centre and the states) is empowered to make provision for the
advancement of OBCs regarding their admission to educational institutions and
Government Jobs.
✓ The quota limit for OBCs is 27%. However, various state governments have different
quota limits for OBCs in their state. Eg: Tamil Nadu (50% reservation for OBCs).
✓ In the Indra Sawhney 1992 judgement, the Supreme Court fixed the upper limit for the
combined reservation quota i.e. should not exceed 50% of seats.

•

Economically Weaker Section (EWS) Reservation:
✓ The 103rd Constitution Amendment Act, 2019, empowers both Centre and the states to
provide 10% reservation to the EWS category of society in government jobs and
Education Institutions.

Way Forward:
•

However, Reservation is just one of the methods for social Upliftment. It is to be noted that
reservation should not Compromise the Merit Too.
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•

There are many other Methods like Providing Scholarships, Funds, coaching’s, and other
welfare schemes for the upliftment of the Backward Class People.

4. US calls for Dialogue, Supports Right to Protest
Why in News?
•

The U.S. embassy in New Delhi urged India's government on Thursday to resume talks with
farmers whose months-long protests over agricultural reforms erupted into violence last
week

What was the SC’s Observation Previously?
•

We clarify that this court will not interfere with the protest in question.

•

Indeed the right to protest is part of a fundamental right and can as a matter of fact, be
exercised subject to public order.

•

There can certainly be no impediment in the exercise of such rights as long as it is nonviolent and does not result in damage to the life and properties of other citizens.

•

We are of the view at this stage that the farmers’ protest should be allowed to continue
without impediment and without any breach of peace either by the protesters or the police.

Is Right to Protest a Fundamental Right?
•

The right to protest, to publicly question and force the government to answer, is a
fundamental political right of the people that flows directly from a democratic reading of
Article 19.

•

The courts have continuously reiterated that the right to protest is a fundamental right.

•

One may examine and find that the word ‘protest’ is missing in the Indian Constitution. But
Article 19 has mentioned it implicitly.

•

For example, the right to free speech and expression may be taken to mean that everyone
has a right to express their personal opinion on, say, a film, or on the condition of the city
they inhabit.

•

The right to associate to mean the right to form self-regulating clubs, professional
Associations or Societies.

•

The right of peaceful assembly to mean the right to have a picnic in a park or to participate
in religious festivals.

Right to Protest – A Political Freedom:
•

The right to free speech and expression transforms into the right to freely express opinion
on the conduct of the government.
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•

The right to association becomes the right to associate for political purposes — for instance,
to collectively challenge government decisions.

•

This is the basis of our multiparty system where Opposition parties are valuable adversaries,
not enemies, and compete healthily for political power.

•

Finally, the right to peaceably assemble allows political parties and citizenship bodies such
as university-based student groups to question and object to acts of the government by
demonstrations, agitations and public meetings, to launch sustained protest movements.

•

In short, each of these rights has two interpretations. On the first, these are exercised largely
by people for private purposes, free from government interference, in a classically liberal,
non-political public space.

•

On the second, rights are strongly associational, exercised to influence or gain power, and
are therefore fundamentally political rights basic to a democratic society.

Why Right to Protest is Essential?
•

This cluster of inter-related political rights (expression, association, assembly, petition and
protest) is meant to ensure that even when the government works in people’s interests they
act as watchdogs and constantly monitor its acts.

•

Even such governments can falter and so that, through consultation, meetings and
discussion, to recognize and rectify its mistakes.

•

Historically few protests have brought many changes in the constitution. Potti Sreeramulu
starving himself to death in order to create a new Telugu-speaking state of Andhra and the
Chipko movement to prevent the then U.P. government from awarding contracts to
commercial loggers are few examples.

•

Such movements are particularly important for those outside the mainstream, or those not
educated formally.

•

Meetings around a table rarely involve as many people as street protests do.

5. J&K Restores 4G Mobile Net
Why in News?
•

The Jammu and Kashmir administration recently restored high-speed mobile Internet, first
time since August 5, 2019, when the Centre ended the special status of the erstwhile State.

About the News:
•

The central government had imposed a complete internet shutdown in the erstwhile state of
Jammu and Kashmir in August 2019, after scrapping Article 370 which gave J&K its special
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status. Eight months later, it restored internet services partially, to allow 2G speed for
mobile users. The court heard arguments by the Jammu and Kashmir government, which
focussed on the need for slow internet speed to curb instances of terrorism and violence in
the region. The administration also submitted that the right to internet access is not a
fundamental right and the state can curtail the freedom of speech and right to trade through
the internet. It called the internet speech curbs reasonable and asserted that these were
necessary to protect the sovereignty, integrity and security of the country.
•

The petitioner last year highlighted the need for maintaining the fundamental right to access
of healthcare in times of a pandemic.

•

It is also said that the impact of slow internet on education, contending that students cannot
attend classes through video conferencing because of the slow speed of the internet.

•

Keeping in view the advice of a special committee and upon careful review of the overall
security situation, the Home department hereby revokes the restrictions on mobile data
services and fixed line Internet. Prepaid SIM card holders will also be provided services only
after the verification as per the norms applicable.

What did SC Said?
•

The Supreme Court said that a special committee led by the Ministry of Home Affairs
secretary should be constituted to look into whether 4G internet services should be restored
in the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir.

•

The committee will also include the Department of Communications Secretary of the Union
Ministry of Communications and the Chief Secretary of the Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir.

•

This committee has been asked to look into the petitioners’ contention, as well as examine
the alternatives suggested by them, on allowing faster internet on a trial basis in areas
wherever possible.

•

This court has to ensure national security and human rights are balanced. We do recognise
that the UT has plunged into a crisis. At the same time the court is cognizant to the concerns
related to ongoing pandemic and hardships.

•

The SC also referred to the judgment in the Anuradha Bhasin case, popularly known as the
Kashmir internet shutdown case.

About Anuradha Bhasin Case Verdict:
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•

The Court said that all restrictive orders under Section 144 of CrPC and suspension of
internet services in Jammu and Kashmir have to be reviewed.

•

The verdict has laid down a framework of how the Internet can be suspended, and what
rights and legal recourses a citizen has when it is suspended.

•

Right to internet is a fundamental right (subject to reasonable restrictions) included in the
freedom of expression under Article 19 of the Indian Constitution.

•

Restrictions on fundamental rights could not be in exercise of arbitrary powers. These
freedoms could only be restricted as a last resort if “relevant factors” have been considered
and no other options are there.

•

Any order passed to restrict or suspend judicial scrutiny will be subject to judicial scrutiny.

•

Suspension of internet services indefinitely is also a violation of telecom rules.

SC on Section 144:
•

Sec 144 cannot be used to suppress the legitimate expression of opinion or grievance, or the
exercise of democratic rights.

•

When Sec 144 is imposed for reasons of apprehended danger, that danger must be an
“emergency”.

•

The imposition of Sec 144 must strike a balance between the rights of the individual and the
concerns of the state.

•

Powers under Sec 144 should be exercised in a reasonable and bona fide manner, and the
order must state material facts in order to enable judicial review.

What are the Criticisms Made?
•

Restrictions have virtually abrogated the fundamental rights and paralyzed the lives of seven
million people in the region.

•

These restrictions have been imposed under the garb of public tranquillity, public order and
national security, but national security does not appear in the order imposing Section 144 of
the Criminal Procedure Code in the region.

•

The shutdown of internet services has severe consequences on business, trade and heavily
affects the common people in the region.

What procedure does the Government follow to Suspend Internet services?
•

The Information Technology Act, 2000, the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC), 1973 and the
Telegraph Act, 1885 are the three laws that deal with suspension of Internet services.

•

But before 2017, Internet suspension orders were issued under section 14 of the CrPC.
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•

In 2017, the central government notified the Temporary Suspension of Telecom Services
(Public Emergency or Public Service) Rules under the Telegraph Act to govern suspension
of Internet. These Rules derive their powers from Section 5(2) of the Indian Telegraph Act,
which talks about interception of messages in the “interests of the sovereignty and integrity
of India”.

•

Despite the 2017 rules, the government has often used the broad powers under Section 144.

•

India also tops the list of Internet shutdowns globally. According to Software Freedom Law
Centre’s tracker, there have been 381 shutdowns since 2012, 106 of which were in 2019.

What did the Judgment say on the rules to be followed?
•

The court recognised that the 2017 Rules are the only procedure to be followed to suspend
Internet services in the occurrence of a “public emergency” or for it to be “in the interest of
public safety”.

•

The verdict reiterated that the competent authority to issue an order under the Suspension
Rules, in ordinary circumstances, would be the Secretary to the Ministry of Home Affairs.

•

The Rules also say that in case the confirmation does not come from a competent authority,
the orders shall cease to exist within a period of 24 hours.

•

Clear reasons for such orders need to be given in writing, and need to be forwarded to a
Review Committee by the next working day.

•

The confirmation must not be a mere formality, but must indicate independent application
of mind by the competent authority to the order passed by the authorised officer, who must
also take into account changed circumstances if any, etc.

•

According to the Temporary Suspension of Telecom Services [Public Emergency or Public
Service] Rules, 2017 only the Home Secretary of the country and a secretary of a state’s home
department can pass such an order.

•

These also state that any such order should be taken up by a review committee within five
days.

6. PSUs Playing a Role in Farm Sector will be not be Sold
Why in News?
•

Public sector firms engaged in activities allied to the farm sector, such as provision of seeds
to farmers, or procurement and distribution of food for the public distribution system, will
not be up for sale under the new disinvestment policy announced in the Budget.

What is Disinvestment?
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•

Disinvestment means sale or liquidation of assets by the government, usually Central and
state public sector enterprises, projects, or other fixed assets.

•

The government undertakes disinvestment to reduce the fiscal burden on the exchequer, or
to raise money for meeting specific needs, such as to bridge the revenue shortfall from other
regular sources.

•

Strategic disinvestment is the transfer of the ownership and control of a public sector entity
to some other entity (mostly to a private sector entity). Unlike the simple disinvestment,
strategic sale implies a kind of privatization.

•

The disinvestment commission defines strategic sale as the sale of a substantial portion of
the Government shareholding of a central public sector enterprises (CPSE) of up to 50%, or
such higher percentage as the competent authority may determine, along with transfer of
management control.

•

Strategic disinvestment in India has been guided by the basic economic principle that the
government should not be in the business to engage itself in manufacturing/producing
goods and services in sectors where competitive markets have come of age.
✓ The economic potential of such entities may be better discovered in the hands of the
strategic investors due to various factors, e.g. infusion of capital, technology upgradation and efficient management practices etc.

Historical Perspectives of Disinvestment:
•

For the first four decades after Independence, India pursued a path of development in which
the public sector was expected to be the engine of growth.

•

However, the public sector overgrew itself and its shortcomings started manifesting in low
capacity utilisation and low efficiency due to over manning, low work ethics, over
capitalisation due to substantial time and cost overruns, inability to innovate, take quick

www. Vetriiias.com / www.iasgatewayy.com
044-26265326/9884421666/9884472636
www.iasgatewayy.com
 Daily Current
Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests

55 | P a g e

and timely decisions, large interference in decision making process etc. Hence, a decision
was taken in 1991 to follow the path of Disinvestment.
•

The change process in India began in the year 1991-92, when 31 selected PSUs were
disinvested for Rs. 3,038 crore.
✓ In August 1996, the Disinvestment Commission, chaired by G V Ramakrishna was set up
to advise, supervise, monitor and publicize gradual disinvestment of Indian PSUs.
However, the Disinvestment Commission ceased to exist in May 2004.

•

The Department of Disinvestment was set up as a separate department in December, 1999
and was later renamed as Ministry of Disinvestment in September, 2001. From 27th May,
2004, the Department of Disinvestment was brought under the Ministry of Finance.
✓ The Department of Disinvestment has been renamed as Department of Investment and
Public Asset Management (DIPAM) from 14th April, 2016 which has been made the
nodal department for the strategic stake sale in the Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs).

•

National Investment Fund (NIF) was constituted in November, 2005, into which the
proceeds from disinvestment of Central Public Sector Enterprises were to be channelized.

What is the Issue?
•

While the policy has specified four strategic sectors where ‘bare minimum’ public sector
presence will be retained, an annexure to the policy has listed out classes of public sector
entities that will remain outside its ambit.

•

In a memo to all Ministries issued by the Department of Investment and Public Asset
Management (DIPAM) in the Finance Ministry, it has also been clarified that ongoing
transactions for strategic disinvestment such as the sale of Air India, Pawan Hans and BPCL
shall continue to be undertaken as per the existing procedure.

•

NITI Aayog will be in charge of recommending which public sector firms in strategic sectors
should be retained, considered for privatisation or merger or ‘subsidiarisation’ with another
public sector firm or simply closed.

•

After a core group of secretaries on disinvestment considers the Aayog’s recommendations,
a ministerial group including the Finance Minister, Road Transport and Highways Minister
and the Minister in charge of the administrative Ministry in charge of the public sector
enterprise concerned will examine the proposals.

•

DIPAM shall move proposal for obtaining ‘in-principle’ from the Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs for strategic disinvestment of a specific PSE from time to time, on a case-
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to-case-basis. The timing for specific transactions will, however, be contingent on the
considerations of appropriate sequencing, sectoral trends, administrative feasibility,
investors’ interests, etc.

Exclusions from Divestment:
•

Among other ventures, “central public sector enterprises concerned with assisting farmers
in mainly getting access to seeds; promoting innovation in agriculture; or, procurement and
distribution of food for Public Distribution System” are excluded from the policy.

•

The excluded list also includes public sector firms ‘maintaining critical data having a bearing
on national security’, security printing and minting companies and those providing support
to vulnerable groups through financing of SCs, STs, minorities, backward classes, and Safai
Karamcharis.

•

Development financing or refinancing institutions and autonomous bodies, some of which
may have been set up by Acts of Parliament, will not be part of the disinvestment policy.
Firms manufacturing aids and appliances for the physically challenged will also remain in
the public sector. Not-for-profit companies formed for different promotional purposes have
also been excluded. The policy also won’t affect departments like Railways and Post that
undertake commercial operations with a development mandate, major port trusts and the
Airport Authority of India.

7. Telangana to IMPLEMENT 10% Reservation for EWS
Why in News?
•

The Telangana government issued a GO for implementing the 10% reservations to the
Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) in Education and Employment.

Who are “Economically Weaker Sections”?
•

For the purposes of article 15 and article 16, “economically weaker sections” shall be such as
may be notified by the State from time to time on the basis of family income and other
indicators of Economic Disadvantage.’

•

Central Government of India has specified certain criteria for identifying the EWS. This will
be a class distinct from the already specified classes of SCs, STs and socially and
educationally backward classes (OBCs).

•

The EWS quota applies to household with
✓ Annual household income below Rs 8 lakh.
✓ Agriculture land below 5 acres.
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✓ Residential house below 1000 sq ft.
✓ Residential plot below 100 yards in notified municipality.
✓ Residential plot below 200 yards in non-notified municipality area.

What are the Implications?
•

The 10% reservation will be in addition to the existing cap of 50% reservation for the
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and the Other Backward Classes, taking total
reservation to 60%.

The quota targets the poor among the upper castes. This will be over

and above 50% mandated by Constitution and hence the need for Constitution Amendment
Bill.

SC verdict in Indira Sawhney case:
•

The proposed law would face roadblocks if Challenged in the Supreme Court.

•

A nine-judge Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court in the Indira Sawhney case of 1992
specifically answered the question “whether backward classes can be identified only and
exclusively with reference to the economic criterion.”

•

The constitution bench had categorically ruled that a backward class cannot be determined
only and exclusively with reference to economic criterion.

•

The bench had held that economic criterion may be a consideration or basis along with, and
in addition to, social backwardness, but it can never be the sole criterion.

•

The bench in its judgement declared 50% quota as the rule unless extraordinary situations
“inherent in the great diversity of this country and the people” happen. Even then, the court
stated that extreme caution is to be exercised and a special case should be made out.

What is the Centre’s Argument?
•

The Centre had argued that it was every State’s prerogative to provide 10% economic
reservation in State Government jobs and admissions in State-run education institutions.

•

Whether or not to provide reservation to the economically weaker section (EWS) of the
society for appointment in State government jobs and for admission to State government

educational institutions, as per provisions of the newly inserted Articles 15(6) and 16(6) of
the Constitution, is to be decided by the State Government Concerned.

8. Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR)
Why in News?
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•

A report by Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR), the number of registered
Unrecognised Political Parties has recently increased two-fold from 2010 to 2019.

Registered Unrecognised Political Parties:
•

Either newly registered parties or those which have not secured enough percentage of votes
in the assembly or general elections to become a state party, or those which have never
contested elections since being registered are considered unrecognised parties.

•

Such parties don’t enjoy all the benefits extended to the recognised parties.

Recognised Political Party:
•

A recognised political party shall either be a National party or a State party if it meets certain
laid down Conditions.

•

To become a Recognised political party either at the state or national level, a party has to
secure a certain minimum percentage of polled valid votes or certain number of seats in the
state legislative assembly or the Lok Sabha during the last election.

•

The recognition granted by the Commission to the parties determines their right to certain
privileges like allocation of the party symbols, provision of time for political broadcasts on
the state-owned television and radio stations and access to electoral rolls.

Election Commission’s Guidelines:
•

The Election Commission of India issued guidelines on 'Transparency and Accountability in
party funds and election expenditure – submission of reports by unrecognised political
parties' which were applicable to all political parties w.e.f 1st October, 2014.

Highlights:
•

All unrecognised parties are required to submit their requisite reports in the office of the
respective state Chief Election Officers (CEOs).

•

Scanned copies of annual audited accounts, contribution reports and statements of election
expenditure shall be uploaded on the websites of CEOs of the respective states, within three
days of receipt of the same for viewing by the public.

•

There are 2,360 political parties registered with the Election Commission of India and
97.50% of them are unrecognised.

•

From 1,112 registered unrecognised parties in 2010, the number has increased to 2,301 in
2019.

•

The contribution reports of only 78 or 3.39% of the total 2,301 registered unrecognised
parties are available in the public domain for Financial Year (FY) 2018-19.
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Recommendations:
•

The 255 parties were delisted in 2016 from the list of registered unrecognised parties as they
were no longer in existence or functioning.

•

This exercise should continue so as to weed out all political parties which do not contest in
any election for more than 5 years and also as a means to strengthen the registration process.

•

Regulation of registration of political parties is crucial to avoid money laundering, corrupt
electoral practices and abuse of money power.

•

Thus, the ECI should impose strict norms for the registration of an association of persons as
a political party apart from taking the stringent step of de-listing those parties which fail to
adhere to the rules.

•

IT scrutiny of unrecognised parties should be taken up, especially of those which do not
contest in elections but declare receipt of Voluntary Contributions.

9. HC Rejects SEC Order Restraining Minister
Why in News?
•

The SEC order on Panchayat Raj & Rural Development Minister of AP to be confined to his
residence till February 21 has been struck down by the High Court.

About the News:
•

Andhra Pradesh State Election Commissioner (SEC) had ordered that Panchayat Raj &
Rural Development Minister Peddireddy Ramachandra Reddy be confined to his residence
till February 21 to prevent him from vitiating the process of gram panchayat elections.

•

The Minister has argued in the court that the impugned action was beyond the jurisdiction
of the SEC and in violation of Articles 14 and 21 of the Constitution.

Powers of the State Election Commissioner in this Regard:
•

The SEC, in its order, said it was invoking its plenary powers under Article 243K of the
Constitution and directing the DGP to “confine” the Minister to his residential premises
until the completion of the local/gram panchayat elections.

About the State Election Commission:
•

The Constitution of India vests in the State Election Commission, consisting of a State
Election Commissioner, the superintendence, direction and control of the preparation of
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electoral rolls for, and the conduct of all elections to the Panchayats and the Municipalities
(Articles 243K, 243ZA). The State Election Commissioner is appointed by the Governor.
•

As per article 243(C3) the Governor, when so requested by the State Election Commission,
make available to the State Election Commission such staff as may be necessary for the
discharge of the functions conferred on the SEC.

The ECI and SECs have a Similar Mandate; do they also have Similar Powers?
•

The provisions of Article 243K of the Constitution, which provides for setting up of SECs,
are almost identical to those of Article 324 related to the EC. In other words, the SECs enjoy
the same status as the EC. In Kishan Singh Tomar vs Municipal Corporation of the City of
Ahmedabad case, the Supreme Court directed that state governments should abide by orders
of the SECs during the conduct of the panchayat and municipal elections, just like they
follow the instructions of the EC during Assembly and Parliament polls.

How far can Courts Intervene?
•

Courts cannot interfere in the conduct of polls to local bodies and self-government
institutions once the electoral process has been set in motion.

•

Article 243-O of the Constitution bars interference in poll matters set in motion by the SECs;
Article 329 bars interference in such matters set in motion by the EC.

•

Only after the polls are over can the SECs’ decisions or conduct be questioned through an
election petition. These Powers Enjoyed by the SECs are the same as those by the EC.

10. UAPA and its Conviction
Why in News?
•

According to data presented by the Union Home Ministry in the Rajya Sabha, only 2.2 % of
cases Registered Under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act between the years 2016 and
2019 ended in Convictions by court.

About the News:
•

Union Minister of State for Home informed the Upper House that as per the 2019 Crime in
India Report compiled by the National Crime Records Bureau, the total number of persons
arrested under the Act in 2019 is 1,948.

•

Further, the total number of the persons arrested and the persons convicted in the years
from 2016 to 2019 under the UAPA in the country are 5,922 and 132, respectively.
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•

In another reply, the Minister stated that in the year 2019, as many as 96 persons were
arrested for sedition (Section 194A IPC) but only two were convicted and 29 persons were
acquitted. Of the 93 cases of sedition, the charge sheet was filed in 40 cases the same year.

About UAPA:
•

UAPA passed in 1967 aims at effective prevention of unlawful activities associations in India.

•

Unlawful activity refers to any action taken by an individual or association intended to
disrupt the Territorial Integrity and Sovereignty of India.

•

The Act assigns absolute power to the Central Government, by way of which if the Centre
deems an activity as unlawful then it may, by way of an Official Gazette, declare it so.

•

It has death penalty and life imprisonment as highest punishments.

•

Under UAPA, both Indian and foreign nationals can be charged. It will be applicable to the
offenders in the same manner, even if crime is committed on a foreign land, outside India.

•

Under the UAPA, the investigating agency can file a charge sheet in maximum 180 days after
the arrests and the duration can be extended further after intimating the court.

•

The 2004 amendment, added “terrorist act" to the list of offences to ban organisations for
terrorist activities, under which 34 outfits were banned.

•

Till 2004, “unlawful" activities referred to actions related to secession and cession of
territory.

•

In August 2019, Parliament cleared the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Bill,
2019 to designate individuals as terrorists if the individual commits or participates in acts
of terrorism, prepares for terrorism, promotes terrorism or is otherwise involved in
Terrorism.
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•

The Act empowers the Director General of National Investigation Agency (NIA) to grant
approval of seizure or attachment of property when the case is investigated by the said
agency.

•

The Act also empowers the officers of the NIA, of the rank of Inspector or above, to
investigate cases of terrorism in addition to those conducted by the DSP or ACP or above
rank officer in the state.

Criticisms of UAPA:
•

The law is often misused and abused. It could be used against political opponents and civil
society activists who speak against the government and brand them as “terrorists.”

•

The 2019 amendment gives unfettered powers to investigating agencies.

•

The law is against the federal structure; given that ‘Police’ is a state subject under 7th
schedule of Indian Constitution.

What Needs to be done?
•

Anti-terror laws should not be used as tool to silence the critics of government.

•

A committee may be set up to examine and supervise the process of designating individuals
as terrorists and investigation of cases with objectivity and fairness.

•

Arbitrariness under the law Should be checked through Judicial Review.

11. Most Buses still Wheelchair-Unfriendly
Why in News?
•

According to the government data, less than 7% of public buses in the country were fully
accessible to wheelchair users as of December 2020, with the target of 25% of buses being
accessible by June 2022 under the Accessible India Campaign which is Getting Closer.

About the News:
•

When the Accessible India Campaign was launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in
2015, the deadline for making at least 25% of public buses fully accessible was March 2018.
However, the deadline had been pushed back to June 2022.

•

Apart from public buses, the Accessible India Campaign was aimed at making government
buildings, airports, railway stations and government websites accessible to Persons with
Disabilities.

www. Vetriiias.com / www.iasgatewayy.com
044-26265326/9884421666/9884472636
www.iasgatewayy.com
 Daily Current
Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests

63 | P a g e

About Accessible India Campaign:
•

Accessible India Campaign (AIC) is the nationwide flagship campaign of the Department of
Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD), Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment.

•

The aim of the Campaign is to make a barrier free and conducive environment for
Divyangjans all over the Country.

•

The campaign has the vision to build an inclusive society in which equal opportunities are
provided for the growth and development of Persons with Disabilities (PwDs) so that they
can lead productive, safe and Dignified Lives.

What are the Three Components of AIC?
•

Built Environment Accessibility

•

Transportation System Accessibility

•

Information and Communication Eco-System Accessibility.

What were the Targets?
•

At Least 50% of all the government buildings of the National Capital and all the State capitals
will be made fully accessible for persons with disabilities by July 2018.

•

Conducting audit of 50% of government buildings and converting them into fully accessible
buildings in 10 most important cities/towns of all the States (July 2019).

•

All the international airports in the country and railway stations of A1, A & B categories will
be made fully accessible by July 2016.

•

Conducting an accessibility audit of all the domestic airports and converting them into fully
accessible airports (March 2018).

•

Ensuring that A1, A & B categories of railway stations in the country are converted into fully
accessible railway stations (July 2016).

•

Ensuring that 50% of railway stations in the country are converted into fully accessible
railway stations (March 2018).

•

Ensuring that 25% of Government-owned public transport carriers in the country are
converted into fully accessible carriers (March 2018). The deadline had been pushed back
to June 2022. Conducting accessibility audit of 50% of all government (both Central and
State Governments) websites and converting them into fully accessible websites (March
2017). Ensuring that at least 50% of all public documents issued by the Central Government
and the State Governments meet accessibility standards (March 2018).
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•

Developing and adoption of national standards on captioning and sign-language
interpretation in consultation with National media authorities. (July 2016)

•

Ensuring that 25% of all public television programmes aired by government channels meet
these standards.(March 2018).

12. OTT Platforms Adopt Self Regulatory Toolkit
Why in News?
•

The Internet and Mobile Association of India (IAMAI) recently said that 17 platforms,
including Netflix, Disney+ Hotstar and Amazon Prime Video, have adopted a ‘toolkit’ for
effective implementation of the self-regulation code introduced in 2020.

About the News:
•

The industry body added that it will also set up an ‘IAMAI Secretariat for the Code’,
comprising representatives from the signatories to the Code as well as IAMAI.

•

This will administer the implementation of the Code and the toolkit.

•

This toolkit amplifies all the critical points that were addressed in the Code signed last year.

What does the Self-Regulation Code 2020 Aim to do?
•

Among the primary goals of the code is to arrive at a self-regulation mechanism that has the
acceptance and adoption across the industry and among all the major players in the
ecosystem.

•

The Code Lists Six Objectives:
✓ Protecting the interests of consumers and empowering them to make informed choices
✓ Nurturing creativity, fostering innovation and abiding by an individual’s freedom of
speech and expression;
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✓ Preserving independence of the creative economy
✓ Fostering responsibility in members to adhere to guiding principles
✓ Elevating professional standards by requiring OCC Providers to develop their robust
standards of self-regulation;
✓ Providing Consumers a mechanism for Grievance Redressal.

What guidelines have been adopted by platforms?
•

There are three Guidelines that have been set out in order to meet the objectives outlined in
the Code.
✓ A Framework for Age Classification: A standardised age rating classification in five
categories: All Ages, 7+, 13+, 16+, 18+.
✓ Appropriate Content Descriptions: Platforms agree to display a content descriptor
or a guidance message specific to each programme that informs the viewer about the
nature of the content and advice on viewer discretion, if applicable.
✓ Appropriate Access Controls: The signatories to the code may, institute relevant
technological tools and measures for access control such as PIN/Password to
restrict/control access to content.

Have there been Previous versions of a self-regulation code?
•

Indeed. The current version is the third code presented by the IAMAI in consultation with
streaming companies.

•

January 2019: Code of Best Practices for Online Curated Content Providers. This version
was adopted by nine of thirty members including Netflix, Hotstar, Zee5, SonyLIV, ALT
Balaji.

•

February 2020: Self-Regulation for Online Curated Content Providers. This version ran
into major pushback from the industry, with only five platforms including Jio Cinema,
SonyLIV, Disney+ Hotstar signing up.

•

September 2020: Universal Self-Regulation Code for Online Curated Content. Providers
unveiled on 4 September 2020 and adopted by 15 members.

Why OTT Platforms Need a Regulator?
•

Lack of Regulation: While traditional media in India are regulated under specific laws
such as:
✓ Films are regulated under the Cinematograph Act of 1952—which provides for the
certification of cinematograph films for public exhibition.
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✓ The Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995 —that applies to content
appearing on cable televisions.
✓ However, there is no such specific law for regulation of content over OTT platforms.
•

Censorship Problem: Generally, the Government in India censors the content on
grounds of public morality, communal harmony or cultural preservation, among various
reasons. However, due to the lack of censorship, content on OTT platforms can disrupt social
harmony and moral fabric of society.

•

No Consensus of Self Regulation: OTT platforms had signed a self-regulation code
under the aegis of the Internet and Mobile Association of India. However, there’s no
consensus on the code amongst the various OTT platforms operating in India.

•

Cultural Homogenisation: India is projected to become the second largest online videoviewing audience by 2020. In this context, OTT platforms are streaming a lot of crosscultural content. Though it is good for creating a cosmopolitan world, it has aggravated some
of the means in the society like cultural imperialism.

13. Major Port Authorities Bill, 2020
Why in News?
•

The Rajya Sabha recently passed the Major Ports Authority Bill, 2020 with 84 votes in
Favour and 44 against.

About the News:
•

The Bill aimed to make the ports world class and give the port authorities power to make
their Own Decisions.

•

The bill will Replace the Major Port Trusts Act, 1963.

Aims and objectives:
•

Decentralise decision making and sinfuse Professionalism in Governance of Major Ports.

•

Impart faster and transparent decision making benefiting the stakeholders and better
Project Execution Capability. Reorient the governance model in central ports to landlord
port model in line with the Successful Global Practice.

Key Features:
•

The Bill proposes to create a Board of Major Port Authority, for each major port. These
Boards will replace the existing Port Trusts under the 1963 Act, that are comprised of
Members Appointed by the Central Government.
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Composition of Board:
•

The Board will comprise of a Chairperson and a Deputy Chairperson, to be appointed by the
central government on the recommendation of a selection committee. Further, it will include
one member each from (i) concerned State Government in which the Major Port is situated,
(ii) Ministry of Railways, (iii) Ministry of Defence, and (iv) Customs Department.

•

The Board will also include two to four independent members, two members representing
the interests of the employees of the Major Port Authority, and one member not below the
rank of Director (nominated by the Central Government).

Powers of the Board:
•

The Bill allows the Board to use its property, assets and funds as deemed fit for the
development of the major port. The Board can also make rules on: (i) declaring availability
of port assets for port related activities and services, (ii) developing infrastructure facilities
such as setting up new ports, jetties, and (iii) providing exemption or remission from
payment of any charges on any goods or vessels.

Adjudicatory Board:
•

The Bill proposes to constitute an Adjudicatory Board, to be appointed by the Central
Government, to replace the existing Tariff Authority under the 1963 Act. It will consist of a
Presiding Officer and Two Members.

Functions of Adjudicatory Board:
•

Functions of the Adjudicatory Board will include: (i) certain functions being carried out by
the Tariff Authority for Major Ports, (ii) adjudicating on disputes or claims related to rights
and obligations of major ports and PPP concessionaires, and (iii) reviewing stressed PPP
projects.

What are the Concerns Against the Bill?
•

The Bill may encourage privatization of Shipping & Ports sector.

•

There is no clarity so far as the Selection Committee that will appoint the Chairperson to the
Adjudicatory Board is Concerned.

What is Landlord Model?
•

In the landlord port model, the publicly governed port authority acts as a regulatory body
and as landlord while private companies carry out port operations—mainly cargo-handling
Activities. Here, the port authority maintains ownership of the port while the infrastructure
is leased to private firms that provide and maintain their own superstructure and install own
Equipment to Handle Cargo.
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•

In return, the landlord port gets a share of the Revenue from the Private Entity.

•

The role of the landlord port authority would be to carry out all public sector services and
operations such as the award of bids for Cargo Terminals and Dredging.

14. SC Rejects Plea for Imposition of President’s rule in Uttar Pradesh
Why in News?
•

The Supreme Court has dismissed a PIL that sought imposition of President’s rule in Uttar
Pradesh for alleged breakdown of constitutional machinery and rising crime in the state.

What did the court say?
•

The court warned the petitioner-advocate of imposing cost on him and questioned him
about the Research of Crime Records of other States.

About the Issue:
•

The petitioner alleged that unlawful and arbitrary killings including extrajudicial killings are
being perpetrated by police in Uttar Pradesh.

•

He alleged that situation has arisen in the state in which the government of Uttar Pradesh
cannot be allowed to carry on in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution.

•

As Per National Crime Record Bureau’s Crime in India 2019 report:
✓ Uttar Pradesh recorded the highest number of crimes against women. India reported 4,
05,861 cases in 2019 and of these, Uttar Pradesh had 59,853 such incidents.

What is the President’s Rule?
•

Article 356 of the Constitution of India gives the President of India the power to suspend
state government and impose President’s rule of any state in the country if “if he is satisfied
that a situation has arisen in which the government of the state cannot be carried on in
accordance with the provisions of the Constitution”.

•

It is also known as ‘State Emergency’ or ‘Constitutional Emergency’.

What would be its Implications?
•

Upon the imposition of this rule, there would be no Council of Ministers.

•

The state will fall under the direct control of the Union government, and the Governor will
continue to be the head the proceedings, representing the President of India.

Parliamentary Approval and Duration:
•

A proclamation imposing President’s Rule must be approved by both the Houses of
Parliament within two months from the date of its issue.
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•

The approval takes place through simple majority in either House, that is, a majority of the
members of the House present and voting.

•

Initially valid for six months, the President’s Rule can be extended for a maximum period of
three years with the approval of the Parliament, Every Six Months.

Report of the Governor:
•

Under Article 356, President’s Rule is imposed if the President, upon receipt of the report
from the Governor of the State or otherwise, is satisfied that a situation has arisen in which
the government of the State cannot be carried on in accordance with the provisions of the
Constitution.

Revocation:
•

A proclamation of President’s Rule may be revoked by the President at any time by a
subsequent proclamation.

•

Such a proclamation does not Require Parliamentary Approval.

15. FASTag Mandatory from February 15
Why in News?
•

The government recently said it has made FASTags mandatory from February 15 midnight
and any Vehicle not fitted with it will be Charged Double the toll at electronic toll plazas
across the Country.

About the News:
•

The Ministry of Road Transport & Highways in a statement said it has decided that all lanes
in the fee plazas on National Highways shall be declared as ‘FASTag lane of the fee plaza’
from midnight of 15th/16th February 2021.

•

Therefore, as per NH Fee Rules 2008, any vehicle not fitted with FASTag or vehicle without
valid, functional FASTag entering into the FASTag lane of the fee plaza shall pay a fee
equivalent to two times of the fee applicable to that category.

•

The Ministry had mandated fitment of FASTag in M&N categories of motor vehicles with
effect from January 1, 2021.
✓ Category ‘M’ stands for a motor vehicle with at least four wheels used for carrying
passengers. And Category ‘N’ stands for a motor vehicle with at least four wheels used
for carrying goods, which may also Carry Persons in Addition to goods.
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What is ‘FASTag’?
•

FASTags are stickers that are affixed to the windscreen of vehicles and use Radio Frequency
Identification (RFID) technology to enable digital, contactless payment of tolls without
having to stop at Toll Gates.

•

The tags are linked to bank accounts and other Payment Methods.

•

As a car crosses a toll plaza, the amount is automatically deducted, and a notification is sent
to the registered Mobile Phone Number.

•

The tag is valid for five years and comes in seven different colours — violet, orange, yellow,
green, pink, blue, black. Each colour is assigned to a particular category of vehicles.

•

To encourage the use of FASTags, the National Highway Authority of India (NHAI) refunds
5% of the total monthly transactions.

•

Indian Highways Management Company Limited (IHMCL) (a company incorporated by
National Highways Authority of India) and National Payment Corporation of India (NPCI)
are implementing this program.

•

FASTag is presently operational at both, national and state highways.

How does it Work?
•

The device employs Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) technology for payments
directly from the prepaid or savings account linked to it.

•

It is affixed on the windscreen, so the vehicle can drive through plazas without stopping.

•

RFID technology is similar to that used in transport access-control systems, like Metro
smart card.

•

Radio-Frequency Identification (RFID) is the use of radio waves to read and capture
information stored on a tag attached to an object. A tag can be read from up to several feet
away and does not need to be within direct line-of-sight of the reader to be tracked.

•

If the tag is linked to a prepaid account like a wallet or a debit/credit card, then owners need
to recharge/top up the tag.

•

If it is linked to a Savings Account, then money will get deducted automatically after the
balance goes below a pre-defined threshold.

•

Once a vehicle crosses the toll, the owner will get an SMS alert on the deduction. In that, it
is like a Prepaid e-wallet.
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Why do we Need this Scheme?
•

The Ministry has clarified that this has been done to further promote fee payment through
digital mode, reduce waiting time and fuel consumption, and provide for a seamless passage
through the Fee Plazas.

•

Cameras at toll booths will take photos of passengers in a vehicle, which will be useful for
the Ministry of Home Affairs as there will be a record of a Vehicle’s Movement.

Other Key Facts:
•

The world’s first Electronic toll plaza began operations in Norway in 1986.

•

Japan was the First Asian Country to begin it in 2001 and China started in 2014.

3.1. POLITY AND GOVERNANCE SNIPPETS
1. Corruption Perception Index, 2020
Why in News?
•

The Transparency International (TI)’s corruption perception index (CPI) was recently
released for 2020.

Corruption Perception Index:
•

The index ranks 180 countries and territories by their perceived levels of public sector
corruption.

•

It uses a scale of 0 to 100, where 0 is highly corrupt and 100 is very clean.

Global Prospects:
•

Denmark and New Zealand top the index, with 88 points. Syria, Somalia and South Sudan
come last, with 14, 12 and 12 points, respectively.

•

Nearly half of countries have been stagnant on the index for almost a decade, indicating
stalled government efforts to tackle the root causes of corruption.

•

More than two-thirds score below 50.
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India’s Performance:
•

The CPI score for India is constant this year as well as the previous year’s score.

•

India’s rank is 86 out of 180 nations with a score of 40.

•

It was ranked at 80th position out of 180 countries in 2019 with a score of 41.

A Comparison with Neighbours:
•

At 40, India’s score is below the average score of the Asia-Pacific region (31 countries) and
global average, the CPI 2020 report stated.

•

India’s overall score is also two points less than that of China, which docked at 78th position,
with a score of 42.

•

Pakistan, however, scored just 31 points, falling at the 144th position on the index.

What does it Mean for India?
•

India is still very low on corruption Index, the report said, noting that experts feel the CPI
does not reflect the actual corruption level in any country.

•

The Integrity score Determines the corruption situation of a country.

Recommendations Made by TI:
•

To reduce corruption and better respond to future crises, Transparency International
recommends that all governments:

•

Strengthen oversight institutions to ensure resources reach those most in need. Anticorruption

authorities

and

oversight

institutions

must have

sufficient

funds,

resources and independence to perform their duties.
•

Ensure open and transparent contracting to combat wrong-doing, identify conflicts of
interest and ensure fair pricing. Defend democracy and promote civic space to create the
enabling conditions to hold governments accountable. Publish relevant data and guarantee
access to information to ensure the public receives easy, accessible, timely and meaningful
information.

2. Social Stock Exchanges
Why in News?
•

The Economic Survey 2021 has backed setting up of Social Stock Exchange in India.

Social Stock Exchanges (SSEs):
•

An SSE is a platform which allows investors to buy shares in social enterprises vetted by an
official exchange.

•

The Union Budget 2019 proposed setting up of first of its kind SSE in India.
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•

The SSE will function as a common platform where social enterprises can raise funds from
the public.

•

It will function on the lines of major stock exchanges like BSE and NSE. However, the
purpose of the Social Stock Exchange will be different – not profit, but social welfare.

•

Under the regulatory ambit of SEBI, a listing of social enterprises and voluntary
organizations will be undertaken so that they can raise capital as equity, debt or as units like
a Mutual Fund.

Why SSEs?
•

India needs massive investments in the coming years to be able to meet the human
development goals identified by global bodies like the UN.

•

This can’t be done through government expenditure alone. Private enterprises working in
the social sector also need to step up their activities.

•

Currently, social enterprises are very active in India. However, they face challenges in
Raising Funds.

•

One of the biggest hurdles they face is, apparently, the lack of trust from common Investors.

Benefits:
•

There is a great opportunity to unlock funds from donors, philanthropic foundations and
CSR spenders, in the form of zero-coupon zero principal bonds. These bonds will be listed
on the SSE. At first, the SSE could become a repository of social enterprises and impact
investors. The registration could be done through a standard process.

•

The SEs could be categorized into different stages such as as- Idea, growth stage and
likewise, investors can also be grouped based on the type of investment.

Development so far:
•

The Economic Survey 2021 highlighted the concept of setting up a social stock exchange
(SSE) in India.

•

It will be under the regulatory ambit of the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI).

•

SEBI constituted a working group (WG) on social stock exchanges back in September 2019.
The WG has outlined its vision and made recommendations, which include the participation
of NPOs and for-profit enterprises (FPE) on SSE subject to committing to Minimum
Reporting Requirements.
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3. Bharat Parv 2021
Why in News?
•

Recently, the annual event Bharat Parv was celebrated from 26th to 31st January, 2021 on a
virtual platform created by the Ministry of Tourism. The Ministry dedicated three virtual
pavilions - Dekho Apna Desh, Statue of Unity & Incredible India.

Highlights:
•

It envisages generating patriotic fervor and showcases the rich and varied cultural diversity
of the country. This event celebrates the “Essence of India”.

•

The Ministry of Tourism organizes Bharat Parv every year since 2016 in front of the
ramparts of the Red Fort on the occasion of Republic Day Celebrations from 26th to 31st
January. Bharat Parv 2021 showcased many pavilions of Central Ministries, State Theme
Pavilions, Handicrafts, Folk performances from various states and UTs etc.

•

About ‘Dekho Apna Desh’ Campaign:

•

It was launched by the Ministry of Tourism in 2020.

•

It is an initiative to encourage the citizens to travel widely within the country and explore
the wonders of India thus enabling the development of Domestic Tourism tourist facilities
and infrastructure in tourism spots in the country.

•

The Ministry has also organised a series of webinars on various cities, states, cultures,
heritage, wildlife, adventure, etc.

Statue of Unity:
•

It is the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel monument in the Narmada district of Gujarat.

•

The Statue of Unity, designed by the Indian sculptor Ram V. Sutar is the world’s tallest
statue, with a height of 182 metres. Statue of Unity pavilion also exhibited the idea of ‘Ek
Bharat Shreshtha Bharat (EBSB)’ which aims to:

•

Enhance interaction & promote mutual understanding between people of different
States/UTs through the concept of State/UT pairing.

•

Promote a sustained and structured cultural connect in the areas of language learning,
culture, traditions & music, tourism & cuisine, sports and sharing of best practices, etc.

•

Incredible India Pavilion:

•

It comprised information on UNESCO World Heritage Sites.

•

India has 38 world heritage sites, including 30 cultural properties, 7 natural properties and
1 mixed site. The latest one included is Jaipur city, Rajasthan.
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4. Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Amendment Bill, 2020
Why in News?
•

A panel of doctors to decide on the termination of pregnancy beyond 24 weeks as proposed
in the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Amendment Bill, 2020, is “unfeasible” as
82% of these posts are lying vacant in the country, finds a new study.

MTP Amendment Bill:
•

The MTP Bill was passed in Lok Sabha in March 2020 and is likely to be brought before
Rajya Sabha during the ongoing Budget Session. Its salient features included:

•

Proposing requirement for the opinion of one provider for termination of pregnancy, up to
20 weeks of gestation and introducing the requirement of the opinion of two providers for
termination of pregnancy of 20-24 weeks of gestation.

•

Enhancing the upper gestation limit from 20 to 24 weeks for special categories of women
which will be defined in the amendments to the MTP Rules and would include ‘vulnerable
women including survivors of rape, victims of incest and other vulnerable women (like
differently-abled women, Minors) etc. Upper gestation limit not to apply in cases of
substantial foetal abnormalities diagnosed by Medical Board. The composition, functions
and other details of Medical Board to be prescribed subsequently in Rules under the Act.

•

Anonymity of the person: Name and other particulars of a woman whose pregnancy has
been terminated shall not be revealed except to a person authorised in any law for the time
being in force.

Benefits Sought with the Bill:
•

It is seen as a step towards the safety and well-being of the women and many women will be
benefitted by this. Recently several petitions were received by the Courts seeking permission
for aborting pregnancies at a gestational age beyond the present permissible limit on
grounds of foetal abnormalities or pregnancies due to sexual violence faced by women. The
proposed increase in gestational age will ensure dignity, autonomy, confidentiality and
justice for women who need to Terminate the Pregnancy.

Flaws in the Bill:
•

The Bill allows abortion after 24 weeks only in cases where a Medical Board diagnoses
Substantial Foetal Abnormalities. This implies that for a case requiring abortion due to rape,
that exceeds 24-weeks, the only recourse remains through a Writ Petition.

•

The Bill does not specify the categories of women who may terminate pregnancies between
20-24 weeks and leaves it to be prescribed through Rules.
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•

The Act (and the Bill) require an abortion to be performed only by doctors with
specialization in gynaecology or obstetrics.

•

As there is a 75% shortage of such doctors in community health centres in rural areas,
pregnant women may continue to find it difficult to access facilities for safe abortions.

Key Issues and Analysis:
•

There are differing opinions with regard to allowing abortions. One opinion is that
terminating a pregnancy is the choice of the pregnant woman and a part of her reproductive
rights.

•

The other is that the state has an obligation to protect life, and hence should provide for the
protection of the foetus.

•

Across the world, countries set varying conditions and time limits for allowing abortions,
based on foetal health, and risk to the pregnant woman.

•

Several Writ Petitions have been filed by women seeking permission to abort pregnancies
beyond 20-weeks due to foetal abnormalities or rape.

5. ‘Smart walls’ for Indian Borders
Why in News?
•

The new US President has stopped the construction of the much-publicized “border wall”
between the U.S. and Mexico.

•

The Mexico–US barrier also known as the border wall is a series of vertical barriers along
the border intended to reduce illegal immigration to the US.

•

Biden’s decision was confirmed, however, that an alternative has been offered — a ‘smart’
wall that replaces the physical and armed patrolling with advanced surveillance tech is the
proposed future of border security now.

Smart Wall:
•

The ‘smart wall’ technology could solve border security issues without the need for a physical
barrier.

•

The wall would use sensors, radars, and surveillance technology to detect and track border
break-ins, and technology capable of performing the most difficult tasks dedicated to border
security.

•

The complete system of a virtual wall would consist of a radar satellite, computer-equipped
border-control vehicles, control sensors and underground sensors.
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•

Along with surveillance towers and cameras, thermal imaging would be used, which would
help in the detection of objects.

•

The system would even be capable of distinguishing between animals, humans, and vehicles,
and then sending updates to handheld mobile devices of the patrol agents.

Not a New Concept:
•

The concept is not new and the novelty of it cannot be directly associated with Biden.

•

Interestingly, the U.S.-Mexico border wall proposed by Donald Trump envisaged this
concept.

•

A technology firm was sought to be hired by the Trump administration, and it was indicated
that artificial intelligence shall be used at a novel scale to complement the steel barrier
(border wall).

Feasibility for India:
•

A Question that now arises is whether such a project can be undertaken to secure Indian
borders. India has been struggling with the problem of terrorists and smugglers infiltrating
into the country and efforts are ongoing to secure our borders and curb cross-border
infiltration. Therefore, it is proposed that it is high time we start envisaging the use of
technology to help India secure its borders.

Various Challenges:
•

A critical factor that must be considered to enable the usage of such a system along Indian
borders is that the terrain in the region is rugged, and, furthermore, not even clearly defined.
Hence, erecting fences, walls or any physical structures is extremely difficult.

•

A “smart” wall, however, makes use of systems that would be designed in such a way that
they can operate even in rugged areas.

•

Imperatively, in the US various other benefits, such as cost-effectiveness, less damage to the
environment, fewer land seizures, and speedier deployment are being noted.

•

This gives the concept an edge over Traditional Borders.

Benefits that Indian Can Reap
•

Notably, such a system, even if not feasible for our long boundaries, may still be deployed to
enhance critical security establishments of the country and complement the already-existing
physical fencing and walls.

•

This can no doubt secure the major Infiltration Areas.
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Way Forward:
•

The attack on the Pathankot Airbase highlighted that often, it may become difficult to secure
establishments due to their vast size.

•

Further, it is imperative for Indian armed forces to be well-equipped and simultaneously
have the latest technological advantage over its enemies.

•

Experts must explore this idea to effectively counter the problem of cross-border infiltration.
Is it unfathomable to deploy a security system that clubs technology with traditional set-ups
due to terrain and other problematic factors? This is a question for Digital India to Answer.

6. Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS)
Why in News?
•

The Government of Andhra Pradesh has informed that it has seized 435.80 MTs of Rice
worth Rs. 1,08,95,000/- which was intended for the Public Distribution System (PDS) but
was being Exported Illegally.

Highlights:
•

Steps taken by the Dept. of Food & Public Distribution to bring transparency and efficiency
in the functioning of TPDS:

•

The Department in association with all States/UTs had implemented a scheme on ‘End-toEnd Computerization of TPDS Operations’, which inter-alia comprised:

•

Digitization of ration cards/beneficiaries’ data

•

Installation of electronic Point of Sale (ePoS) devices at all Fair Price Shops (FPSs)

•

This was implemented for the transparent distribution of food grains to all beneficiaries
under the NFSA. As part of these activities, 100% digitization of NFSA ration cards has been
achieved in all States/UTs. Aadhaar seeding of almost 91% ration cards at the national level
has been achieved so far. Besides, almost 92% of the total 5.4 Lakh FPSs in the country are
distributing food grains through ePoS devices.

•

At the national level, more than 70% of the monthly allocated food grains to States/UTs are
being distributed to NFSA beneficiaries after their biometric authentication on ePoS devices

•

WCM would serve as a knowledge hub and enable exchange between State/UT Wetland
Authorities, wetland users, managers, researchers, policy-makers and practitioners.
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7. DNA Technology Bill, 2019
Why in News?
•

The Parliamentary Standing Committee has recommended the government to mitigate the
concerns raised over the DNA Technology (Use and Application) Regulation Bill, 2019.

Highlights:
•

The bill aims to establish a database of certain category of persons such as victims of crimes,
missing persons and children, unidentified bodies, as well as offenders, suspects and
undertrials in cases.

•

Such a data base, would help trace repeat offenders of heinous crimes such as rape and
murder through DNA profiling.

•

The bill seeks to establish a National DNA Data Bank and Regional DNA Data banks to store
and maintain the DNA profiles, to use and access to information, its retention and
expunction.

•

The bill proposes for a DNA Regulatory Board that would advise the Centre and state
governments on issues such as setting up of DNA laboratories and databanks.

•

Laying down of guidelines, standards and procedures for the same.

•

It seeks to address concerns related to quality, accuracy, security of data and other related
matters that may arise in the use of DNA technology.

Concerns Over bill by the Parliamentary Panel:
•

Cautions the risk with a national databank, that a crime scene could also hold DNA of
someone who was nowhere near it at the time.

•

An enabling ecosystem must be created soon to ensure that DNA profiling is done in a
consistent manner with spirit of various Supreme Court judgments and with the
Constitution.

•

It does not negate the need for a Legislation, especially when DNA Technology is already in
use.

•

The bill could be misused to target segments of society based on religion, caste or political
views.

•

The Bill could prove problematic particularly for marginalised communities, including
Dalits, Adivasis and religious and gender minorities.
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•

The bodily material like hair may have been transported to the crime scene inadvertently by
a variety of ways and that these DNA profiles could find their way into the ‘crime scene
index’.

•

The Bill would lead to violations of the right to privacy.

•

If there is a conviction, only the DNA profile of the convict could be included in the data
bank.

•

The Department of Biotechnology has argued that nearly 60 countries have enacted similar
legislation, and that all important matters related to privacy, confidentiality and data
protection have been taken into account.

8. Unsolicited Commercial Communications (UCC).
Why in News?
•

The Delhi High Court (HC) has recently ordered the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI) to ensure “complete and strict” implementation of the regulation issued by it in 2018
for curbing Unsolicited Commercial Communications (UCC).

Highlights:
•

UCC means any Commercial Communication which a subscriber opts not to receive, but
does not include- any transactional message or any message transmitted on the directions
of the Central Government or State Government or agencies Authorized by it.

•

Ensure “complete and strict” implementation of the regulation issued by it in 2018 for
curbing UCC.

•

Ensure strict compliance with the TCCCPR 2018 issued by TRAI.

•

Telecom Commercial Communications Customer Preferences Regulations (TCCCPR) 2018

•

It replaced the Telecom Commercial Communications Customer Preference Regulations,
2010 (2010 Regulations). It was issued by the TRAI to provide a revised regulatory
framework aimed at regulating 'unsolicited commercial communication' (UCC) in India.

•

The new regulatory framework has devolved control and regulatory powers to access
providers, who are now required to establish their own codes of practice (CoPs) to deal with
UCC. It provides for a wide range of customer preferences which are to be implemented in
near real time using Distributed Ledger Technology (DLT) to make communications
traceable and capable of being controlled effectively.
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•

It also provides for the use of cloud-based solutions for handling complaints, the registration
of headers and preferences, and use of smart contracts for automated allocation of roles
between entities in the commercial communication ecosystem.

•

The technology-based solutions are required to be tested in regulatory sandboxes under the
oversight of the TRAI.

9. FSSAI caps transfats in foods
Why in News?
•

The FSSAI has amended its rules to put a cap on trans fatty acids (TFAs) in food products
just weeks after it tightened the norms for oils and fats.

Highlights:
•

Food products in which edible oils and fats are used as an ingredient shall not contain
Industrial Trans fatty acids more than 2% by mass of the total oils/fats present in the
product, on and from 1st January 2022. In December, the FSSAI had capped TFAs in oils
and fats to 3% by 2021, and 2% by 2022 from the Current Levels of 5%. The 2% cap is
considered to be the elimination of trans fatty acids, which is to be achieved by 2022.

What are Trans Fats?
•

Trans fatty acids are created in an industrial process that adds hydrogen to liquid vegetable
oils to make them more solid, increase the shelf life of food items and for use as an adulterant
as they are cheap. They are present in baked, fried and processed foods as well as adulterated
ghee which becomes solid at room temperature.

•

They are the most harmful form of fats as they clog arteries and cause hypertension, heart
attacks and other cardiovascular diseases.

Why Need Such Regulation?
•

As per the World Health Organisation (WHO), approximately 5.4 lakh deaths take place
each year globally because of intake of industrially-produced trans-fatty acids.

•

The WHO has called for the elimination of industrially-produced trans-fatty acids from the
Global Food Supply by 2023.

•

The latest FSSAI rules signal the completion of the process of regulating trans fats in India.

•

The move will make a big difference in the health harm caused by this unwanted Ingredient.

•

This allows FSSAI and the State-level food safety machinery to focus on implementation and
Enforcement of the WHO Recommendations.
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•

The proposed medical board should be scrapped because third party (medical board) should
not take decisions on termination of pregnancy. Abortion is a decision best left to a woman
and her service provider.

•

Pregnant women lack autonomy in making the decision to terminate their pregnancy, and
have to bear additional mental stress of getting a doctor’s approval.

•

In Bill, the increase in upper gestational limit to 24 weeks for abortion is envisaged only for,
vulnerable women including survivors of rape. This would not apply in cases of substantial
foetal abnormalities diagnosed by the Medical Board.

•

This suggest that women do not have a sovereign right over their bodies to secure an
abortion, unless they are vulnerable women.

10. Parivar Pehchan Patra (PPP) Scheme
Why in News?
•

There has been a privacy concern recently with respect to Haryana's Parivar Pehchan Patra
(PPP) Scheme.

Highlights:
•

Contradictory Position: Although the enrollment under the PPP is voluntary, but in case a
citizen or a family wishes to apply for a service delivered by the Haryana government, the
PPP ID would be required, which leaves very little choice before the residents.

•

In the absence of privacy laws in India, or any indication of data protection Standard
Operating Procedures being followed for this exercise, there is strong possibility of potential
abuse of the data collected under the PPP.

•

Moreover, a lot of data which is being sought is well above and beyond what is required for
the delivery of a particular service.

About Parivar Pehchan Patra (PPP) Scheme:
•

It was formally launched in July 2019 to achieve Haryana government’s vision for ‘paperless’
and ‘faceless’ delivery of schemes, services and benefits offered by the state government.
Under this, each family is considered a single unit and gets an 8-digit unique identification
number, called family ID.

•

Family IDs are also linked to independent schemes like scholarships, subsidies and
pensions, so as to ensure consistency and reliability.
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•

It also enables Automatic Selection of beneficiaries of various schemes, subsidies and
Pensions. The primary objective of Parivar Pehchan Patra (PPP) is to create authentic,
verified and reliable data of all families in Haryana.

Advantages:
•

Union government’s Aadhaar card contains individual’s details and does not cater to the
entire family as a unit. Although the ration card system is there, it is not updated and does
not contain Adequate Family Records.

•

Government services and schemes such as social security pensions, ration cards and birth,
death, caste and income certificates etc. are being delivered by various departments of the
Haryana Government through PPP.

•

Beneficial for Migrant Workers: Registration IDs are provided to those who live in Haryana
but have not completed residency requirements.

•

This enables the State government to provide benefits such as rations from fair price shops,
benefits of labour schemes, street vendors’ support schemes, etc.

11. Unified Portal of Gobardhan
Why in News?
•

A Unified Portal of Gobardhan has recently been launched to ensure smooth
implementation of Biogas schemes/initiatives and their real time tracking.

Highlights:
•

To ensure close coordination with various Departments/Ministries for smooth
implementation of Biogas schemes/initiatives and its real time tracking.

•

It is coordinated by the Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation under the Swachh
Bharat Mission – Grameen (SBMG).

•

Strengthen the rural economy through a convergent approach for various Biogas
projects/models and initiatives.

•

The ODF Plus goals (solid waste management in villages, along with the collection and
transportation of biodegradable and non-biodegradable waste) outlined in the Phase 2 of
SBMG will depend on the performance of Gobardhan scheme to a great extent.

•

The portal will further help in achieving objectives of SATAT (Sustainable Alternative
towards Affordable Transportation) aimed at setting up of Compressed Biogas (CBG)
production plants and ensuring market linkage for use of biofuel in automotive fuels.
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•

Rural India generates enormous quantities of bio-waste which can be efficiently utilized and
lead to better environment and public health.

•

Bio-waste processing especially cattle dung into Biogas & organic manure leads to
generation of opportunities for employment and household savings.

•

GOBAR-DHAN Scheme is launched by the ministry of Jal Shakti has launched the GOBAR
(Galvanizing Organic Bio-Agro Resources) - DHAN scheme.

•

The scheme is being implemented as part of the Swachh Bharat Mission (Gramin).

•

The Swachh Bharat Mission (Gramin) comprises two main components for creating clean
villages – creating open defecation free (ODF) villages and managing solid and liquid waste
in Villages.

•

Keeping villages clean, increasing the income of rural households, and generation of energy
from Cattle Waste.

•

The scheme also aims at creating new rural livelihood opportunities and enhancing income
for farmers and other Rural People.

12. Controversial hashtags on twitter and their regulation
Why in News?
•

The Centre has issued notice to Twitter after the micro-blogging site restored more than 250
accounts that had been suspended earlier on the government’s ‘legal demand’.

Highlights:
•

Twitter was asked to block accounts and controversial hashtags that spoke of an impending
‘genocide’ of farmers for allegedly promoting misinformation about the protests, adversely
affecting public order.

•

Twitter reinstated the accounts and tweets on its own and later refused to go back on the
decision, contending that it found no violation of its policy.

Are Platforms Required to Comply with Legal Demands?
•

Cooperation between technology services companies and law enforcement agencies is now
deemed a vital part of Fighting Cybercrime and various other crimes that are committed
using Computer Resources.

•

These cover hacking, digital impersonation and theft of data.

•

The potential of the misuse has led to law enforcement officials constantly seeking to curb
the ill-effects of using the medium.
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•

Therefore, most nations have framed laws mandating cooperation by Internet service
providers or web hosting service providers and other intermediaries to cooperate with law
and order authorities in certain circumstances.

What does the Law in India Cover?
•

In India, the Information Technology Act, 2000, as amended from time to time, governs all
activities related to the use of computer resources.

•

It covers all ‘intermediaries’ who play a role in the use of computer resources and electronic
records.

•

The term ‘intermediaries’ includes providers of telecom service, network service, Internet
service and web hosting, besides search engines, online payment and auction sites, online
marketplaces and cyber cafes.

•

It includes any person who, on behalf of another, “receives, stores or transmits” any
electronic record. Social media platforms would fall under this definition.

What are the Centre’s Powers, vis-a-vis Intermediaries?
•

Section 69 of the Act confers on the Central and State governments the power to issue
directions “to intercept, Monitor or decrypt…any information generated, transmitted,
received or stored in any Computer Resource”.

•

The Grounds on which these Powers may be Exercised are:
✓ in the interest of the sovereignty or integrity of India, defence of India, the security of the
state,
✓ friendly relations with foreign states,
✓ public order, or for preventing incitement to the commission of any cognizable offence
relating to these, or
✓ for investigating any offence

How does the Government Block Websites and networks?
•

Section 69A, for Similar Reasons and grounds, enables the Centre to ask any agency of the
government, or any intermediary, to block access.

•

Any such request for Blocking Access must be based on reasons Given in writing.

•

Procedures and safeguards have been incorporated in the rules Framed for the Purpose.

Obligations of intermediaries under Indian law:
•

Intermediaries are required to preserve and retain specified information in a manner and
format prescribed by the Centre for a specified duration.
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•

Contravention of this provision may attract a prison term that may go up to three years,
besides a fine.

•

When a direction is given for monitoring, the intermediary and any person in charge of a
computer resource should extend technical assistance in the form of giving access or
securing access to the resource involved.

•

Failure to extend such assistance may entail a prison term of up to seven years, besides a
fine. Failure to comply with a direction to block access to the public on a government’s
written request also attracts a prison term of up to seven years, besides a fine.

Is the Liability of the Intermediary Absolute?
•

Section 79 of the Act makes it clear that “an intermediary shall not be liable for any thirdparty information, data, or communication link made available or hosted by him”.

•

This protects intermediaries such as Internet and data service providers and those hosting
websites from being made liable for content that users may post or Generate.

•

However, the exemption from liability does not apply if there is evidence that the
intermediary abetted or induced the commission of the unlawful act involved.

•

Judicial intervention in this regard

•

In Shreya Singhal Case (2015), the Supreme Court read down the provision to mean that the
intermediaries ought to act only upon receiving actual knowledge that a court order has been
passed. This was because the court felt that intermediaries such as Google or Facebook may
receive millions of requests, and it may not be possible for them to judge which of these were
legitimate. The role of the intermediaries has been spelt out in separate rules framed for the
purpose in 2011.

Legislative Efforts:
•

In 2018, the Centre favoured coming up with fresh updates to the existing rules on
intermediaries’ responsibilities, but the draft courted controversy.

•

This was because one of the proposed changes was that intermediaries should help identify
originators of offensive content.

•

This led to misgivings that this could aid privacy violations and online surveillance.

•

Also, tech companies that use end-to-end encryption argued that they could not open a
backdoor for identifying originators, as it would be a breach of promise to their subscribers.

13. Pradhan Mantri Urja Ganga Project
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Why in News?
•

The PM dedicated to the nation the 348 km Dobhi – Durgapur Natural Gas Pipeline section,
which is part of the Pradhan Mantri Urja Ganga project.

Pradhan Mantri Urja Ganga Project:
•

It is a gas pipeline project that aims to provide cooking gas to people.

•

It was launched in 2016 in Varanasi and later extended to people in the states of Bihar, West
Bengal, Odisha and Jharkhand.

•

The government is taking the initiative to connect the eastern states with the national gas
grid.

•

The total length of the pipeline under the Pradhan Mantri Urja Ganga Project is
approximately 3,384 km, out of which 766 km of pipeline is in Odisha state and the balance
2,618 km is in the states of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal & Assam.

•

The project will not just supply CNG to automobiles and cooking gas to household kitchens
in cities along the route, but also to industries to meet their feedstock or fuel requirement.

•

The project is being implemented by GAIL.

14. Kuruba Community
Why in News?
•

A massive rally was organised by the Kuruba community to urge the state government of
Karnataka to Recommend the Centre inclusion of the Community in the Scheduled Tribe
(ST) list.

Highlights:
•

In 1977, Justice LG Havanur, who headed the backward class commission, moved the
Kurubas to the ‘most backward classes’ category from ST list.

•

The Commission brought in an area restriction stating that those living in Bidar, Yadgir,
Kalaburagi and Madikeri with Kuruba synonyms can continue to avail the ST benefits.

•

The Kurubas of Karnataka are a traditional sheep rearing community.

•

Presently, the Kurubas constitute 9.3% of the state’s population and come under the
backward classes category.

•

They are the fourth largest caste in Karnataka after the Lingayats, Vokkaligas and Muslims.
They are in other states known by different names – as Dhangars in Maharashtra, Rabaris
or Raikas in Gujarat, Dewasis in Rajasthan and Gadarias in Haryana. Earlier, the Lingayat
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community demanded a separate minority religion tag in Karnataka. The Lingayat sub-sect
Panchamasali has also demanded its inclusion in the 2A category of backward classes which currently provides 15% reservations to backward castes. The Justice HN Nagamohan
Das Commission was constituted to look into increasing the existing reservation for SCs
from 15% to 17% and for the STs from 3% to 7% by not exceeding the overall 50% reservation
quota as mandated by the Supreme Court's order of 1992.
•

If Kurubas are to be declared ST as per their demand, the quota for STs will have to be
proportionally increased.

•

The larger issue is that the State has already hit the apex court set 50% cap on reservation
and any hike poses a challenge.

•

Adhering to the Supreme Court’s 1992 order, Karnataka has capped the reservation to 50%
where 32% has been earmarked for backward classes, including Muslims, Christians and
Jains, 15% for SCs and 3% for STs.

•

This reservation quota has been further pared into categories: Category 1 (4%), Category 2A
(15%), Category 2B (4%), Category 3A (4%), Category 3B (5%), SC (15%) and ST (3%).

15. POCSO Act
Why in News?
•

The recent Bombay High Court judgement has raised controversy for its interpretation of
certain Section of the POCSO Act.

Object of the POCSO Act:
•

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act was enacted in 2012
especially to protect children (aged less than 18) from sexual assault.

•

The Statement of Objects and Reasons of the Act admitted that a number of sexual offences
against children were neither specifically provided for in extant laws nor Adequately
Penalised.

•

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, ratified by India in 1992, also requires Sexual
Exploitation and sexual abuse to be Addressed as Heinous Crimes.

Issues with Bombay High Court’s Judgement:
•

The Bench acquitted a man under the POCSO Act found guilty of assault on the grounds that
he groped his victim over her clothes and there was no skin-to-skin contact between them.

•

As this judgment was likely to set a dangerous precedent, the apex court stayed the acquittal.
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•

Section 7 of the POCSO Act, along with other things, says that whoever with sexual intent
touches the breast of the child is said to Commit Sexual Assault.

•

Whereas Section 8 of the Act provides Minimum imprisonment of three years for sexual
Assault.

•

Section 354 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) lays down a minimum of one year imprisonment
for Outraging the Modesty of a Woman.

Difference Between IPC and POCSO:
•

The difference between POCSO and IPC, as far as the offence of sexual assault is concerned,
is two-fold.

•

One, the definition of ‘assault or criminal force to woman with intent to outrage her modesty’
given in the IPC is Generic.

•

Whereas in POCSO, the acts of sexual assault are explicitly mentioned such as touching
Various Private Parts. ‘Sexual assault’ in POCSO specifically excludes rape which requires
penetration; otherwise the scope of ‘sexual assault’ under POCSO and ‘outraging modesty of
a woman’ under the IPC is the same.

•

Two, whereas the IPC provides punishment for the offence irrespective of any age of the
victim, POCSO is specific for the protection of children.

•

Higher punishment is provided under POCSO not because more serious allegations of sexual
assault are required but because the legislature wanted punishment to be more deterrent if
the victims are children.

16. Unani Day 2021
Why in News?
•

World Unani Day is observed on February 11 annually.

Unani Day:
•

It is celebrated on the birth anniversary of great Unani scholar and social reformer Hakim
Ajmal Khan (1868 – 1927). He was a Unani medical educationist and founder of scientific
research in the Unani system of Medicine.

•

The day is marked to spread awareness about health care delivery through the Unani system
of medicine. Unani is a preventive and curative philosophy that has been used in India for
many years. Today, India is one of the leading countries as far as the practice of Unani
medicine is concerned.
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•

The first Unani Day was celebrated in 2017 at the Central Research Institute of Unani
Medicine (CRIUM), Hyderabad.

Unani:
•

The Unani system of medicine was originated in Greece, however, its present form was saved
by the Arabs.

•

Unani medicine is also known as Unani Tibb, Arabian medicine, or Islamic medicine.

•

It is a healing philosophy that takes from ancient Greek medicine. In Arab, Unani means
‘Greek.’ It assumes the four main elements – Fire, Water, Air and Earth which corresponds
to four humours – Phlegm, Black bile, Blood, and Yellow bile respectively.

•

Unani was introduced in India by the Arabs and Persians.

17. Urban Local Bodies Reforms
Why in News?
•

Goa becomes the 6th State to complete Urban Local Bodies (ULB) reforms.

Highlights:
•

Goa has become the 6th State in the country to successfully undertake Urban Local Bodies
(ULB) reforms stipulated by the Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance.

•

Thus, the State has become eligible to mobilise additional financial resources of Rs. 223
crore through Open Market Borrowings.

•

Goa has joined five other States namely, Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Manipur,
Rajasthan and Telangana, who have completed ULB reforms.

Objectives/Need for Reforms:
•

Reforms in the Urban Local Bodies and the urban utilities reforms are aimed at financial
strengthening of ULBs in the states and to enable them to provide better public health and
sanitation services. Economically rejuvenated ULBs will also be able to create Good Civic
Infrastructure.

•

The reforms stipulated by the Department of Expenditure to achieve these objectives are:

•

The State will notify –
✓ Floor rates of property tax in ULBs which are in consonance with the prevailing circle
rates (i.e. guideline rates for property transactions)
✓ Floor rates of user charges in respect of the provision of water-supply, drainage and
sewerage which reflect current costs/past inflation.
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✓ The state will put in place a system of periodic increase in floor rates of property tax/user
charges in line with price increases.

Background:
•

To meet the challenges posed by the pandemic, GOI had enhanced the borrowing limit of
the states by 2 percent of their GSDP.

•

Half of this special dispensation was linked to undertaking citizen centric reforms by the
states.

•

The four citizen centric areas for reforms identified were:
✓ Implementation of One Nation One Ration Card System (done by 13 states)
✓ Ease of doing business reform (done by 12 states)
✓ Urban Local body/utility reforms (done by 6 states)
✓ Power sector reforms (done by 2 state)

18. National Coal Index
Why in News?
•

The Ministry of Coal has recently started commercial auction of coal mines on a revenue
share basis using the National Coal Index (NCI). It was rolled out in June 2020.

Highlights:
•

It is a price index which reflects the change of price level of coal in a particular month relative
to the fixed base year.

•

The base year for the NCI is Financial Year 2017-18.

•

The Prices of coal from all the sales channels of coal, including import, as existing today are
taken into account for compiling the NCI.

•

The amount of revenue share per tonne of coal produced from auctioned blocks would be
arrived at using the NCI by means of Defined Formula.

NCI is Composed of a set of Five Sub-Indices:
✓ Three for Non Coking Coal and two for Coking Coal.
✓ The three sub-indices for Non Coking Coal are combined to arrive at the Index for Non
Coking Coal and the two sub-indices for Coking Coal are combined to arrive at the Index for
Coking Coal. Thus, indices are separate for Non Coking and Coking Coal.
✓ As per the grade of coal pertaining to a mine, the appropriate sub-index is used to arrive at
the revenue share.

Coal
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•

It is the most abundant fossil fuel which holds 55% of India's energy need.

•

Based on the uses, coal is divided into two types:

Coking Coal:
•

This type of coal when subjected to high temperature carbonisation i.e. heating in the
absence of air to a temperature above 600 degree Celsius, forms a solid porous residue called
coke. Coke is fed into a blast furnace along with iron ore and limestone to produce steel in
steel plants.

•

Coking coal is desired to be of low ash percentage.

•

Mainly used in steel making and metallurgical industries.

•

Also used for hard coke manufacturing.

Non-Coking Coal:
•

These are coals without Coking Properties.

•

This is the coal used in Thermal Power plants to generate electricity, so it is also known as
steam coal or thermal coal.

•

Also used for Cement, Fertilizer, glass, ceramic, paper, chemical and brick manufacturing,
and for other heating purposes.

•

Coal is also classified into Four Ranks: anthracite, bituminous, subbituminous, and
lignite. The ranking depends on the types and amounts of carbon the coal contains and on
the amount of heat energy the coal can produce.

19. Saksham Portal and Seaweed Mission
Why in News?
•

Recently, the Technology Information, Forecasting and Assessment Council (TIFAC) has
launched two new initiatives - SAKSHAM (Shramik Shakti Manch) Job Portal and a
Seaweed Mission.

Highlights:
•

It is a dynamic portal for jobs/mapping the skills of Shramiks (workers) vis-a-vis
requirements of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) and other industries all
across the country. It is an all India Portal. It will facilitate creation of 10 lakh blue collar
jobs.
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•

TIFAC is an autonomous organization set up in 1988 under the Department of Science &
Technology to look ahead in the technology domain, assess the technology trajectories, and
support innovation by networked actions in select areas of national importance.

•

The portal with the demand and supply data uses algorithm and Artificial Intelligence (AI)
tools, for geo spatial information on demand and availability of Shramiks, and also provides
analysis on skill training programmes of Shramiks.

•

The data/information pertaining to the Shramiks and the industries (especially MSME) are
being updated automatically through various whatsapp and other links.

•

This would empower Shramiks by projecting their candidature directly to the MSMEs &
other employers and would also address aspects related to their skill proficiency levels.

•

It will minimise migration of Shramiks - provide job opportunity in proximate MSMEs.

•

This would also eliminate the dependence of industry on the middlemen/labour contractor
for their Manpower Requirements.

•

It has been launched for commercial farming of seaweeds and its processing for value
addition towards boosting the national economy.

•

The establishing model demonstration farms over one hectare for cultivation of
economically important seaweeds in nearshore and onshore along the Indian coast.

•

The establishment of seaweed nurseries for supplying seed material for large scale farming
of economically important seaweeds in the country.

•

The Establishment and demonstration of processing technologies/recipes for edible
seaweeds in line with consumer acceptability or cultural food habits.

•

An activity on seaweed cluster development including value chain development, supply
chain development, collection of data on environmental, economic and social impacts of
seaweed projects in the country.

•

The Advantages are by an estimate, if seaweed cultivation is done in 10 million hectares or
5% of the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) area of India, it can Provide employment to 50
million people, Set up a new seaweed industry, Contribute to national Gross Domestic
Product (GDP), Enhance ocean productivity, Abate algal blooms, Sequester millions of tons
CO2 and could produce bioethanol of 6.6 billion litres.

About Seaweeds:
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•

They are the primitive, marine non-flowering marine algae without root, stem and leaves,
play a major role in Marine Ecosystems.

•

Large seaweeds form dense underwater forests known as kelp forests, which act as
underwater nurseries for fish, snails and sea urchins.

•

Some species of seaweeds viz. Gelidiella acerosa, Gracilaria edulis, Gracilaria crassa,
Gracilaria verrucosa, Sargassum spp. and Turbinaria spp.

•

Seaweeds, found mostly in the intertidal region, in shallow and deep waters of the sea and
also in estuaries and backwaters.

•

The southern Gulf of Mannar’s rocky intertidal and lower intertidal regions have rich
populations of several seaweed species.

Ecological Importance:
•

When waste from agriculture, industries, aquaculture and households are let into the ocean,
it causes nutrient imbalance leading to algal blooming, the sign of marine chemical damage.
Seaweeds absorb the excess nutrients and balance out the ecosystem.

•

These aquatic organisms heavily rely on iron for photosynthesis. When the quantity of this
mineral exceeds healthy levels and becomes dangerous to marine life, seaweeds trap it and
prevent damage. Similarly, most heavy metals found in marine ecosystems are trapped and
removed by seaweeds.

•

Oxygen and Nutrient Supplier: On their part, the seaweeds derive nutrition through
photosynthesis of sunlight and nutrients present in seawater. They release oxygen through
every part of their bodies. They also supply organic nutrients to other marine life forms.

Role in Climate Mitigation:
•

Seaweed has a significant role in mitigating climate change. By afforesting 9% of the ocean
with seaweed, it is possible to sequester 53 billion tons of carbon dioxide annually. Hence,
there is a proposal termed as ‘ocean afforestation’ for farming seaweed to Remove Carbon.

20. Urban Local Bodies Reforms
Why in News?
•

Goa becomes the 6th State to complete Urban Local Bodies (ULB) reforms.

Highlights:
•

Goa has become the 6th State in the country to successfully undertake Urban Local Bodies
(ULB) reforms stipulated by the Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance.
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•

Thus, the State has become eligible to mobilise additional financial resources of Rs. 223
crore through Open Market Borrowings.

•

Goa has joined five other States namely, Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Manipur,
Rajasthan and Telangana, who have completed ULB reforms.

Objectives/Need for Reforms:
•

Reforms in the Urban Local Bodies and the urban utilities reforms are aimed at financial
strengthening of ULBs in the states and to enable them to provide better public health and
sanitation services. Economically rejuvenated ULBs will also be able to create good civic
infrastructure.

•

The reforms stipulated by the Department of Expenditure to achieve these objectives are:

•

The State will notify –
✓ Floor rates of property tax in ULBs which are in consonance with the prevailing circle
rates (i.e. guideline rates for property transactions)
✓ Floor rates of user charges in respect of the provision of water-supply, drainage and
sewerage which reflect current costs/past inflation.
✓ The state will put in place a system of periodic increase in floor rates of property tax/user
charges in line with Price Increases.

Background:
•

To meet the challenges posed by the pandemic, GOI had enhanced the borrowing limit of
the states by 2 percent of their GSDP.

•

Half of this special dispensation was linked to undertaking citizen centric reforms by the
states.

•

The Four Citizen centric areas for reforms identified were:
✓ Implementation of One Nation One Ration Card System (done by 13 states)
✓ Ease of doing business reform (done by 12 states)
✓ Urban Local body/utility reforms (done by 6 states)
✓ Power sector reforms (done by 2 state)

21. Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav
Why in News?
•

The 11th Edition of the Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav would be inaugurated on 14th
February.

Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav:
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•

It is the flagship festival of the Ministry of Culture.

•

It has been conducted since 2015 with the active participation of Seven Zonal Culture
Centres.

•

The festivals have been playing a pivotal role to take the vibrant culture of India out to the
masses instead of confining it to auditoria and galleries.

•

It showcases folk and tribal art, dance, music, cuisines & culture of one state in other states
reinforcing the cherished goal of “Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat” and at the same time
provides an effective platform to the artists and artisans to support their livelihood.

•

The 11th edition is being organised in West Bengal, in Cooch Behar, Darjeeling and
Murshidabad.

•

The festivals are organised under the Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat initiative.

Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat (EBSB) Initiative:
•

This initiative was launched in October 2016 to promote engagement amongst the people of
different States/UTs so as to enhance mutual understanding and bonding between people
of diverse cultures, thereby securing stronger unity and integrity of India.

Stated Objectives of the EBSB Initiative:
•

To celebrate the Unity in Diversity of our nation and to maintain and strengthen the fabric
of traditionally existing emotional bonds between the people of our country.

•

To promote the spirit of national integration through a deep and structured engagement
between all Indian States and Union Territories through a year-long planned engagement
between States.

•

To showcase the rich heritage and culture, customs and traditions of either State for
enabling people to understand and appreciate the diversity that is India, thus fostering a
sense of common identity.

•

To establish long-term Engagements.

•

To Create an Environment that Promotes learning between States by sharing best practices
and Experiences.

22. National Creche Scheme
Why in News?
•

The Union Minister of Women and Child Development have given information about the
National Creche Scheme to the Lok Sabha.
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National Creche Scheme:
•

The Ministry of WCD implements the NCS for the children of working mothers as a Centrally
Sponsored Scheme through States/ UTs with effect from 01.01.2017.

•

It aims to provide daycare facilities to children (age group of 6 months to 6 years) of working
mothers.

•

The Scheme provides an integrated package of the following services:
✓ Daycare facilities including sleeping facilities.
✓ Early stimulation for children below 3 years and pre-school education for 3 to 6 years old
children
✓ Supplementary Nutrition (to be locally sourced)
✓ Growth Monitoring
✓ Health check-up and Immunization

4. SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
1. Neglected Tropical Diseases
Why in News?
•

India has joined the world to Light up Qutub Minar as a sign of unity to combat the
Neglected Tropical Diseases on its second annual World NTD Day which was marked on
30th January.

Why are some Tropical Diseases called “Neglected”?
•

The people who are most affected by these diseases are often the poorest populations, living
in remote, rural areas, urban slums or conflict zones. Neglected tropical diseases persist
under conditions of poverty and are concentrated almost exclusively in Impoverished
Populations in the Developing World.

How they can be Controlled?
•

Many neglected Tropical Diseases can be prevented, eliminated or even eradicated with
improved access to existing safe and cost-effective tools.
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•

Control relies on simple interventions that can be carried out by non-specialists — for
example schoolteachers, village heads and local volunteers — in community-based
preventive action.

What are the Lacking Features?
•

A comprehensive policy to foster research and innovation in drug discovery,
diagnostics, and vaccine development in neglected tropical diseases is lacking.

•

While political intent and will are expressed in a few, clear operational plans and
funding mechanisms are not specified. Consequently, follow-up action is patchy or
absent.

•

No institutional mechanism exists at a national level to identify gaps in neglected
diseases research, set priorities, liaise with research institutions, or monitor research
output. There is often no coordination between the various funding and research
bodies to prioritise the research agenda and minimise duplication.

What are the Challenges Ahead?
•

Lacking a strong political voice, people affected by these tropical diseases have a low profile
and status in public health priorities.

•

Lack of reliable statistics and unpronounceable names of diseases have all hampered efforts
to bring them out of the shadows.

•

Neglected tropical diseases affect more than 1 billion people, primarily poor populations
living in tropical and subtropical climates. They are frequently clustered together
geographically and individuals are often afflicted with more than one parasite or infection.
More than 70% of countries and territories that report the presence of neglected tropical
diseases are low-income or lower middle-income economies.

Spread:
•

Infections are caused by unsafe water, poor housing conditions and poor sanitation.

•

Children are the most vulnerable to these diseases, which kill, impair or permanently disable
millions of people every year, often resulting in life-long physical pain and social
stigmatization.

Policies on Neglected Diseases Research in India:
•

The National Health Policy (2017) sets an ambition to stimulate innovation to meet health
needs and ensure that new drugs are affordable for those who need them most, but it does
not specifically tackle neglected diseases. The National Policy on Treatment of Rare Diseases
(2018) includes infectious tropical diseases and identifies a need to support research on
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treatments for rare diseases. It has not yet prioritised diseases and areas for research
funding or how innovation would be supported.

Need of Hour:
•

A unified Programme on Neglected Diseases Encompassing research and
Elimination Measures is likely to have a greater impact in prioritising the matter in the
health agenda and streamlining efforts towards disease elimination.

•

Creating an Enabling Environment for Research and Innovation will be crucial if
India is to achieve the target set in sustainable development goal 3.3 to end epidemics of
neglected tropical diseases by 2030.

2. Centre likely to Postpone Census to 2022
Why in News?
•

The Centre is on track to push the 2021 Census to 2022 on account of the country’s
continuing preoccupation with the COVID-19 pandemic.

About the News:
•

The Census exercise was to be conducted in two phases — House Listing and Housing
Census from April to September 2020 and Population Enumeration from February 9 to
February 28, 2021.

•

The first phase of the Census and the updating of the National Population Register (NPR)
were initially to be rolled out in some States on April 1, 2020, but were postponed due to the
pandemic.

What is Census?
•

The census provides information on size, distribution and socio-economic, demographic
and other characteristics of the country’s population.

•

The Census was first started under British Viceroy Lord Mayo in 1872. It helped in framing
new policies, government programs to uplift areas of improvement in the community.

•

The first synchronous census in India was held in 1881. Since then, censuses have been
undertaken uninterruptedly once Every Ten Years.

Who Conducts Census?
•

The responsibility of conducting the decennial Census rests with the Office of the Registrar
General and Census Commissioner, India under Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of
India.

•

The Census is one of the most credible sources of information on the following:
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✓ Demography.
✓ Economic Activity.
✓ Literacy and Education.
✓ Housing & Household Amenities.
✓ Urbanization, Fertility, and Mortality.
✓ Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.
✓ Language.

Historical Significance:
•

‘Rig-Veda’ reveals that some kind of population count was maintained during 800-600 BC
in India.

•

Arthashastra by ‘Kautilya’ written in the 3rd Century BC prescribed the collection of
population statistics as a measure of state Policy for Taxation.

•

During the regime of the Mughal king Akbar, the administrative report ‘Ain-e-Akbari’
included comprehensive data pertaining to population, industry, wealth and Many other
Characteristics.

3. UAE Publishes First Photo from Mars Probe
Why in News?
•

The UAE's "Hope" probe sent back its First Image of Mars; days after the spacecraft
successfully entered the Red Planet's orbit.

About Hope Probe Mission:
•

The UAE’s Mars Mission called ‘Hope’ was announced in 2015 with the aim of creating
mankind’s first integrated model of the Red planet’s (Mars) atmosphere.

•

‘Hope’ was developed by UAE scientists in the USA and was launched in July 2020 from the
Tanegashima Space Centre in Japan.

•

The Mars Hope Probe weights just 1.5 tonnes, about the same size as an SUV. It is expected
to complete one orbit around the planet every 55 hours.

•

The overall life of UAE’s Mars mission is around one Martian year, which is about 687 days
on Earth.

•

The Probe carries Three Scientific Instruments:
✓ Emirates Exploration Imager (EXI): A high-resolution camera.
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✓ Emirates Mars Ultraviolet Spectrometer (EMUS): A far-UV imaging
Spectrograph.
✓ Emirates Mars Infrared Spectrometer (EMIRS): It will examine temperature
profiles, ice, water vapour and dust in the atmosphere of Mars.

Expected Benefits:
•

UAE’s mission will collect data on Martian climate dynamics and help scientists understand
why Mars' atmosphere is decaying into space.

•

The instruments will collect different data points on the atmosphere to also gauge seasonal
and daily changes.

•

Together, this will shed light on how energy and particles, like oxygen and hydrogen, move
through the Atmosphere of Mars.

Significance:
•

With the successful Mars orbit insertion, the UAE becomes the fifth entity to reach the Red
Planet, joining NASA, the Soviet Union, the European Space Agency and India.

•

Success of this mission will help UAE in building a knowledge-based economy, leading to
more Investment in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) for young
Emiratis.

•

The probe reached Mars in the year the UAE celebrates its 50th anniversary.

•

‘Hope’ mission is not only important for UAE, but also for the whole of Arab world, as it is
the Arab world's first interplanetary mission.

Other Missions to Mars:
•

Apart from the UAE’s ‘Hope Probe’, two more unmanned spacecrafts from the USA and
China are set to arrive at Mars over the next several days.

•

All three missions were launched in July to take advantage of the close alignment of Earth
and Mars.

•

A combination orbiter and lander from China is scheduled to reach Mars, which will circle
Mars until the rover separates and attempts to land in order to look for signs of ancient life.

•

A rover from the USA named ‘Perseverance’ is also set to reach Mars soon. It will be the first
leg in a decade-long USA-European project to bring Mars rocks back to Earth to be examined
for evidence the planet once Harboured Microscopic Life.

Objectives behind Mars Exploration:
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•

Scientists and researchers around the world are pretty much curious about Mars because of
the possibility that the planet was once warm enough to allow water to flow through it, which
means life could have existed there too.

•

Despite being starkly different in many ways, the Red Planet has several Earth-like features–
such as clouds, polar ice caps, volcanoes, and seasonal weather patterns.

•

However, no human has set foot on Mars yet because the atmosphere on Mars is very thin,
consisting of mostly carbon dioxide with no breathable oxygen, making it difficult for
astronauts to survive there.

About India’s Mars Orbiter Mission:
•

Also known as Mangalyaan, it was launched from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre in
Andhra Pradesh by Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) in November 2013.

•

It was launched on board a PSLV C25 rocket with aim of studying Martian surface and
mineral composition as well as scans its atmosphere for methane (an indicator of life on
Mars).

4.1. SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY SNIPPETS
1. New Fighter Jets for India
Why in News?
•

There are three new fighter jets will be flying by 2026, of which two will be for the Air Force
and one for the Navy.

About Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Mk-2:
•

It is a 4.5 Generation Aircraft which will be used by the Indian Air Force.

•

It is a Replacement for the Mirage 2000 class of aircraft.

•

It has got a Bigger Engine and can carry 6.5 tonnes of payload.

•

The Technology is already developed in Light Combat Aircraft (LCA).

•

The Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) programme began in the 1980s to replace India's ageing
MiG-21 Fighters.

•

Following the Mk-1A is the Mk-2 which will provide a high degree of manoeuverability.
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Production:
•

The roll-out is planned for 2022 and first flight by 2023 and production of the Mk-2 version
by 2026.

About AMCA (Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft):
•

It is a fifth generation aircraft. And will be used by the Indian Air Force.

•

It is a stealth aircraft, i.e. designed for stealth and unlike the LCA, which is designed for
maneuverability.

•

It has a unique shape to achieve low radar cross-section and has got internal carriage of
weapons.

•

When the external weapons are removed, this aircraft has enough fuel and weapons inside
to do a very capable operational role in stealth mode.

•

It will have a range from over 1,000 km up to 3,000 km in different modes.

•

It has two variants Mk-1 and Mk-2, While AMCA Mk-1 will have an imported engine, same
as LCA Mk-2, the AMCA Mk-2 will have an indigenous engine.

•

The first flight is expected in 2024-25, followed by trials and tests. It will be in full
production by 2029.

About Twin-Engine Deck-Based Fighter (TEDBF):
•

This fighter will be manufactured for the Navy.

•

It will replace the Navy's MiG-29K.

•

It will be the first twin engine aircraft project in India that too for dedicated carrier based
operations.

•

It will operate from the INS Vikramaditya and the upcoming indigenous aircraft carrier.

•

The aircraft will be equipped predominantly with domestic weapons.

•

It will have a maximum match number of 1.6, service ceiling of 60,000 feet, maximum take
off weight of 26 tons, unfolded wing span of 11.2 meters, folded wing span of 7.2 and and a
length of 16.3 meters.

•

While the engine configuration has not been disclosed, it could well use the same engines
that power the LCA Tejas aircraft.

•

It will be induced in the Navy by 2030.

About INS Vikramaditya:
•

It is the country’s most powerful aircraft carrier. It was built in 1987.
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•

The Indian navy purchased the vessel in 2004 and commissioned it in November 2013 at
Severodvinsk in Russia.

•

It was retrofitted with a Barak missile system under joint development with Israel.

2. Hunter Syndrome
Why in News?
•

Mucopolysaccharidosis II (MPS II) is recently seen in news, which is a rare disease that is
Passed on in Families.

Highlights:
•

MPS II mostly affects boys and their bodies cannot break down a kind of sugar that builds
bones, skin, tendons and other tissues.

•

It is caused by changes (mutations) of the IDS gene that regulates the production of the
iduronate 2-sulfatase (I2S) enzyme.

•

This enzyme is needed to break-down complex sugars, known as glycosaminoglycans
(GAGs), produced in the body.

•

The Lack of I2S enzyme activity leads to the accumulation of GAGs within cells, specifically
inside the lysosomes.

•

The Lysosomes are compartments in the cell that digest and recycle different types of
molecules.

•

The Conditions that cause molecules to build up inside the lysosomes, including MPS II, are
called lysosomal storage disorders.

•

The accumulation of GAGs increases the size of the lysosomes, which is why many tissues
and organs are enlarged in this disorder.

•

The Symptoms is characterized by distinctive facial features, a large head, enlargement of
the liver and spleen (hepatosplenomegaly), hearing loss, etc.

•

MPS II is inherited in an X-linked recessive pattern, which means that this condition occurs
almost exclusively in males. Females are generally unaffected carriers of this condition.

•

In a family with more than one affected individual, the mother of the affected males must
be a carrier. When a carrier female has a child, there is a 25% (1 in 4) chance that she will
have an affected son.

•

A rare Disease is a health condition of low prevalence that affects a small number of people
compared with other prevalent diseases in the general population.
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•

Though rare diseases are of low prevalence and individually rare, collectively they affect a
Considerable Proportion of the Population.

•

80% of rare diseases are genetic in origin and hence disproportionately impact children.

3. Gaganyaan Mission
Why in News:
•

Recently, the Union Minister of Science and Technology informed that the human
Spaceflight module of Gaganyaan will be launch Planned in 2022-23.

Highlights:
•

Gaganyaan is a mission by the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO).

•

Three are three flights will be sent into orbit. There will be two unmanned flights and one
human spaceflight.

•

The Gaganyaan system module, called the Orbital Module will have three Indian astronauts,
including a woman.s

•

It will circle Earth at a low-earth-orbit at an altitude of 300-400 km from earth for 5-7 days.

•

It was initially envisaged that the Rs. 10,000 crore Gaganyaan mission aims to send a threemember crew to space for five to seven days by 2022 when India completes 75 years of
independence.

•

First unmanned mission is planned in December 2021.

•

It has been delayed due to the Covid-19 induced lockdown.

•

The payload will consist of Crew module - spacecraft carrying human beings, Service module
- powered by two liquid propellant engines.

•

It will be equipped with emergency escape and emergency mission abort.

•

The GSLV Mk III, also called the LVM-3 (Launch Vehicle Mark-3,) the three-stage heavy lift
launch vehicle, will be used to launch Gaganyaan as it has the necessary payload capability.

Advantages:
•

It will help in enhancement of science and technology levels in the country and help inspire
youth.

•

Gaganyaan will involve numerous agencies, laboratories, disciplines, industries and
departments.

•

It will help in improvement of Industrial Growth.

www. Vetriiias.com / www.iasgatewayy.com
044-26265326/9884421666/9884472636
www.iasgatewayy.com
 Daily Current
Affairs | Monthly Magazines | Online Tests

106 | P a g e

•

Recently, the Government has announced a new organisation, IN-SPACe, part of reforms to
increase private participation in the Space Sector.

•

It will help in development of technology for social benefits.

•

It will help in improving international collaboration.

•

One International Space Station (ISS) put up by multiple countries may not be enough.
Regional ecosystems will be needed and Gaganyaan will focus on regional needs: food, water
and energy security.

4. Tropex 21
Why in News?
•

Currently, the Theatre Level Operational Readiness Exercise (TROPEX 21) is the Indian
Navy’s largest biennial Exercise underway. It is commenced in early January, which will
culminate by the third week of February.

Highlights:
•

The Theme is ‘Combat Ready, Credible and Cohesive force’.

•

The Participants are Indian Navy, Coast Guard, Marine Police of 13 coastal States and Union
Territories along with other stakeholders in the maritime domain.

•

In the first phase, the Indian Navy had conducted coastal defence exercise ‘Sea Vigil’ along
the entire coastline and Island territories of India on 12-13 January 2021.

•

The Exercise Sea Vigil was followed by a large-scale Tri-Service joint amphibious exercise
AMPHEX-21.

•

The exercise is being conducted over a vast geographical expanse in the Indian Ocean
Region.

•

Conduct of TROPEX is being overseen by Naval Headquarters with participation from all
three Commands of the Indian Navy (Eastern, Western and Southern Naval Command) and
the only Tri-Service theatre command of the Indian Armed Forces located at Port Blair.

•

The Theatre Level exercise also aims to validate the Navy's offensive-defence capabilities,
safeguard national interests in the maritime domain and promote stability and peace in the
Indian Ocean Region.

•

This exercise aimed to validate the coastal defence setup of the country, which was entirely
revamped after the 26/11 Terror attacks at Mumbai.

•

It aimed at testing combat readiness of the Navy in a complex multi-dimensional scenario
set in the context of the current geo strategic environment.
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5.1. ART AND CULTURE SNIPPETS
1. Ratha Saptami
Why in News?
•

The Ratha Saptami festival is being celebrated on 19th February 2021.

Highlights:
•

It is an annual Hindu festival that is dedicated to Surya, the sun god.

•

It is made of two words- ‘Ratha’ means Chariot and ‘Saptami’ means seventh.

•

A one-day Brahmotsavam is held in Tirumala (Andhra Pradesh) on this day.

•

It is also called Surya Jayanti as it marks the birth of Surya and referred as Magha Saptami
as it falls on the seventh day (Saptami) of the Hindu month Magha.

•

It also marks the change of season to spring and the start of the harvesting season.
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2. Jerenga Pothar and Dhekiajuli town
Why in News?
•

Recently, Our Prime Minister visited two significant historical places in Assam, which was
Sivasagar’s Jerenga Pothar, where 17th-century Ahom Princess Joymoti sacrificed her life
and Dhekiajuli town, associated with the Quit India Movement of 1942.

About Jerenga Pothar:
•

It is an open field in Sivasagar town, which is popularly connected to the valour of 17th
century Ahom princess Joymoti.

•

Formerly known as Rangpur, Sivasagar was the seat of the powerful Ahom dynasty, who
ruled Assam for six centuries (1228-1826).

•

Chaolumg Sukapha founded the Ahom kingdom.

•

From 1671 to 1681, the Ahom kingdom was undergoing a period of turmoil, it was at this
time that Prince Godapani (Joymoti’s husband) escaped to the Naga Hills before enemies
could capture him.

•

But his enemies captured his wife Joymoti, hoping she would tell them about his
whereabouts, however, despite being tortured for days, tied to a thorny plant, in an open
field, Joymoti refused to divulge any information.

•

She died, sacrificing her life for her husband, who ultimately became the king, ushering in
an era of stability and peace in Assam.

•

The place Joymoti was tortured to death was Jerenga Pothar.

Dhekiajuli Town:
•

It was home to possibly the youngest martyr of the Indian freedom struggle.

•

On 20th September, 1942, as part of the Quit India Movement, processions of freedom
fighters marched to various police stations across several towns in Assam.

•

These squads, which were known as ‘Mrityu Bahini’, or death squads, had wide participation
- including women and children - and set out to unfurl the tricolour atop police stations,
seen as symbols of colonial power.

•

The British administration came down heavily on them. In Dhekiajuli, at least 15 people
were shot dead, three of them women, including the 12-year-old Tileswari Barua.

•

The Tileswari is considered as one of the youngest martyrs of India’s freedom struggle.

•

20th September has for long been observed as Martyrs’ Day in Dhekiajuli town.
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3. Arka Shubha
Why in News?
•

The Indian Institute of Horticultural Research (IIHR) has recently developed a new
Marigold variety named Arka Shubha.

Highlights:
•

It has carotene content of around 2.8% (for all marigolds, it's maximum upto 1.4%) which is
the highest among all plant sources.

•

This new variety of marigold can be used for extraction of crude carotene even if spoiled
after full bloom, unlike that of other varieties.

•

The Ornamental & Carotene Extraction new variety not only has ornamental purpose but is
also a good source of crude carotene.

•

Its petals could be used as poultry feed to get quality yolk.

•

India imports most of its carotene from other countries, including China. This development
can significantly reduce import dependency. Therefore, both cultivation area and
investment on carotene extraction should be increased.

•

About Carotene

•

Carotenes are carotenoid pigments that are oxygen-free. Mostly they are unsaturated
hydrocarbons that contain only carbon and hydrogen.

•

Their color varies from yellow to orange to red. The color is attributed to the chain of
alternating single and double bonds.

•

Carotene is responsible for the orange colour of carrots. α-carotene, β-carotene, and
Lycopene are examples of Carotenes.

•

Carotene is used in the pharmaceutical sector, there is always a high demand for it.

About Indian Institute of Horticultural Research:
•

Indian Institute of Horticultural Research (Indian Council of Agricultural Research) is an
autonomous organization under the Department of Agricultural Research and Education,
Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare.

•

IIHR has a main research station at Bengaluru and regional experiment stations at
Bhubaneswar in Orissa and Chettalli in Karnataka with two Krishi Vigyan Kendras.

4. Jagannath Temple
Why in News?
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•

Recently, the Centre has withdrawn the draft heritage bylaws issued by the National
Monuments Authority (NMA) for Shree Jagannath Temple in Puri, Odisha.

Highlights:
•

The Odisha Government is demanding withdrawal of the bylaws for temples in Ekamra
Kshetra area of Bhubaneswar as well.

•

The government in 2010 formed the National Monuments Authority under the Ancient
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains (Amendment and Validation) Act, 2010.

•

NMA’s primary role was to prepare heritage bylaws for the Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI) listed Structures.

•

The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains (Amendment and
Validation) Act 2010 mandates that monument-specific heritage bylaws be prepared to
regulate construction activity near ASI-protected monuments.

•

The draft heritage bylaws need to be approved by Parliament.

•

The State government considered that the byelaws would have hampered the grand
infrastructure development planned around 12th century Shree Jagannath Temple in Puri.

•

Similar heritage bylaws have been drafted for two temples in Bhubaneswar - the 13th
century Vaishnava temple of Ananta Basudev and Shiva temple of Brahmeswar, both in the
Ekamra Kshetra area.

•

In 2020, the state government planned a beautification project around the area spread
across 1,126 acre and develop it into a major tourist attraction.

Jagannath Temple:
•

It is believed to be constructed in the 12th century by King Anatavarman Chodaganga Deva
of the Eastern Ganga Dynasty.

•

Jagannath Puri temple is called ‘Yamanika Tirtha’ where, according to the Hindu beliefs, the
power of ‘Yama’, the god of death, has been nullified due to the presence of Lord Jagannath.

•

This temple was called the “White Pagoda” and is a part of Char Dham pilgrimages
(Badrinath, Dwaraka, Puri, Rameswaram).

•

There are four gates to the temple- Eastern ‘Singhdwara’ which is the main gate with two
crouching lions, Southern ‘Ashwadwara’, Western 'Vyaghra Dwara and Northern
‘Hastidwara’. There is a carving of each form at each gate.
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•

In front of the entrance stands the Aruna stambha or sun pillar, which was originally at the
Sun Temple in Konark.

•

The Festivals are The World famous Rath Yatra (Car Festival) & Bahuda Yatra.

5. Tholpavakkoothu
Why in News
•

A shadow leather puppet in Kerala’s famous temple art Tholpavakkoothu has recently been
Animated by a Robot.

Highlights:
•

It is a Traditional Temple art in Kerala having its roots in Palakkad and neighbouring
Regions.

•

This art is confined largely to Pulavar families from Shoranur region of Palakkad district.

•

Among the ancient artforms of Kerala, tholpavakkoothu or shadow puppet play occupies a
prominent place. It is a fine example of the integration of Aryan and Dravidian cultures.

•

It is a ritual art performed during the annual festivals in the Kaali temples of Palakkad
district.

•

It is also known as Nizhalkkoothu and Olakkoothu.

•

The theme of the play is based on the Kamba Ramayana (the Tamil version of the epic).

•

In Malayalam, Thol means leather, pava means doll and koothu the play. Though the origin
of this ritualistic art form is not known exactly, some believe it to be as old as 1200 years.

•

It used to be performed in the Bhadrakali temples of Palakkad, telling tales from the
Ramayana.

•

This entertainment art is performed on a special stage called koothumadam in the temple
courtyard.

•

It is performed using the mythological figures along with the use of fire and lighting of lamps
behind the screen.

•

The chief puppeteer is known as ‘Pulavan’.

•

Musical Instruments Used is Ezhupara, Chenda and Maddalam etc.
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6. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
1. West Asia Peace Conference
Why in News?
•

Recently, Russia backed a Palestinian proposal for a West Asia Peace Conference. The
Conference is intended to focus on a two-state solution, under which Israel and a future
Palestinian state would coexist.

Highlight:
•

The support for the Conference came as the USA, which had sided with Israel under the
administration of Donald Trump, intends to “restore credible USA engagement with
Palestinians as well as Israelis.” The 10 participants would include Israel, the Palestinians,
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the four members of the West Asia diplomatic quartet (Russia, the United Nation, the USA
and the European Union), along with four Arab states — Bahrain, Egypt, Jordan and the
UAE. Russia suggested that the West Asia Peace Conference could be held at the ministerial
level.

British Phase:
•

Britain took control of the area known as Palestine after the ruler of that part of the Middle
East, the Ottoman Empire, was defeated in World War I.

•

The land was inhabited by a Jewish minority and Arab majority.

•

Tensions between the two peoples grew when the international community gave Britain the
task of establishing a "national home" in Palestine for Jewish people.

•

For Jews, it was their ancestral home, but Palestinian Arabs also claimed the land and
opposed the move. In 1948, unable to solve the problem, British rulers left and Jewish
leaders declared the creation of the state of Israel.

Post British Phase:
•

In another war in 1967, Israel occupied East Jerusalem and the West Bank, as well as most
of the Syrian Golan Heights, and Gaza and the Egyptian Sinai peninsula.

•

Most Palestinian refugees and their descendants live in Gaza and the West Bank, as well as
in neighbouring Jordan, Syria and Lebanon. Neither they nor their descendants have been
allowed by Israel to return to their homes - Israel says this would overwhelm the country
and threaten its existence as a Jewish state.

•

Israel still occupies the West Bank, and although it pulled out of Gaza the United Nations
(UN) still regards that piece of land as part of occupied territory.

•

Israel claims the whole of Jerusalem as its capital, while the Palestinians claim East
Jerusalem as the capital of a future Palestinian state.

•

In the past 50 years Israel has built settlements in these areas, where more than 6,00,000
Jews now live. Palestinians say these are illegal under international law and are obstacles to
peace, but Israel denies this.

Shift in the Stand of the USA:
•

The USA has played a partisan role in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

•

In the last few years, developments in the USA mark a clear shift from the Oslo Accords in
favor of support for Israeli plans to annex a large fraction of the West Bank and design a new
settlement of the conflict according to its interests.
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•

USA’s peace plan (Peace to Prosperity: A Vision to Improve the Lives of the Palestinian and
Israeli People) would have guaranteed that Israel would control a unified Jerusalem as its
capital and not require it to uproot any of the settlements in the West Bank.

•

The plan was drawn without any meaningful Palestinian participation and was loaded in
Israel’s favour.

•

In 1993 under the Oslo Accords, Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO)
agreed to officially recognize each other and renounce the use of violence.

•

The Oslo Accords also established the Palestinian Authority, which received limited
autonomy in the Gaza Strip and parts of the West Bank.

•

However, recently after the change in administration, the USA said it would move towards
renewing ties with the Palestinians.

India’s Stand:
•

India was one of the few countries to oppose the UN’s partition plan in November 1947,
echoing its own experience during independence a few months earlier. In the decades that
followed, the Indian political leadership actively supported the Palestinian cause and
withheld full diplomatic relations with Israel.

•

India recognised Israel in 1950 but it is also the first non-Arab country to recognise PLO as
the sole representative of the Palestinian.

•

India is also one of the first countries to recognise the statehood of Palestine in 1988.

•

In 2014, India favored the United Nations Human Rights Council’s (UNHRC) resolution to
probe Israel’s human rights violations in Gaza. Despite supporting the probe, India
abstained from voting against Israel in UNHRC IN 2015.

•

As a part of Link West Policy, India has de-hyphenated its relationship with Israel and
Palestine in 2018 to treat both the countries mutually independent and exclusive.

•

In June 2019, India voted in favor of a decision introduced by Israel in the UN Economic
and Social Council (ECOSOC) that objected to granting consultative status to a Palestinian
non-governmental organization. So far India has tried to maintain the image of its historical
moral supporter for Palestinian self-determination, and at the same time to engage in the
military, economic, and other strategic relations with Israel.

Way Forward:
•

The world at large needs to come together for a peaceful solution but the reluctance of the
Israeli government and other involved parties have aggravated the issue more. Thus a
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balanced approach towards the Israel-Palestine issue would help to maintain favorable
relations with Arab countries as well as Israel.

2. Myanmar’s Generals Tighten Control after Seizing Power
Why in News?
•

Myanmar’s Generals were in firm control after a surgical coup that saw democracy heroine
Aung San Suu Kyi detained, although her party issued a defiant demand she be released and
global outrage built over the Power Grab.

About the News:
•

Myanmar’s military has seized power in a coup against the democratically elected
government of Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi.

•

The Army said it had carried out the detentions in response to “Election Fraud”.

Implications for India:
•

For India, the return to military rule by Myanmar’s Tatmadaw (Army) and the detention of
Aung San Suu Kyi and the political leadership of the National League of Democracy (NLD)
are a repeat of events 30 Years ago.

What lies ahead for India?
•

India’s reaction is likely to be different this time. India does care about democracy in
Myanmar, but that’s a luxury it knows it will not be able to afford for the time being.

•

This is because India’s security relationship with the Myanmar military has become
extremely close, and it would be difficult to “burn bridges” with them given their assistance
in securing the North East frontiers from insurgent groups.

•

Changed image of Ms. Suu Kyi herself as a democracy icon and Nobel peace laureate has
been damaged by her time in office, where she failed to push back the military, and even
defended the Army’s pogrom against Rohingya in Rakhine State in 2015.

Benefits for China:
•

A harsh reaction from India, on the lines of that from the U.S., which has threatened action
against those responsible for the “coup” unless they revoke the military’s takeover, would
only benefit China.

•

Apart from strategic concerns, India has cultivated several infrastructure and development
projects with Myanmar, which it sees as the “gateway to the East” and ASEAN countries (For
example: India-Myanmar-Thailand trilateral highway and the Kaladan multi-modal transit
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transport network, as well as a plan for a Special Economic Zone at the Sittwe deep-water
port).
•

Besides, India still hopes to help resolve the issue of Rohingya refugees that fled to
Bangladesh, while some still live in India, and will want to continue to engage the Myanmar
Government on that.

Myanmar’s Military Constitution:
•

It was the military that drafted the 2008 Constitution, and put it to a questionable
referendum in April that Year.

•

The Constitution was the military’s “roadmap to democracy”, which it had been forced to
adopt under increasing pressure from the West.

•

It was also due to its own realisation that opening up Myanmar to the outside world was now
no longer an option but a dire Economic Necessity.

•

But the military made sure to safeguard in the Constitution its own role and supremacy in
National Affairs.

•

Under its provisions, the military reserves for itself 25 per cent of seats in both Houses of
Parliament, to which it appoints serving Military Officials.

•

Also, a political party which is a proxy for the Military Contests Elections.

3. Iran Rules out Changes to Nuclear Deal
Why in News?
•

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani ruled out
changes to Iran’s nuclear accord with world powers
and dismissed calls to broaden the terms of the
deal and include regional countries.

•

The election of Joe Biden, who supports a US return to the agreement, has spurred some
expectations of renewed diplomacy.

•

But Rouhani’s refusal puts this possibility at the end.

Iranian Nuclear Agreement:
•

The Iran nuclear agreement, formally known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), is a landmark accord reached between Iran and several world powers, including
the US, in July 2015. Under its terms, Iran agreed to dismantle much of its nuclear program
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and open its facilities to more extensive international inspections in exchange for billions of
dollars’ worth of Sanctions Relief.

What were the Goals of JCPOA?
•

The P5+1 wanted to unwind Iran’s nuclear program to the point that if Tehran decided to
pursue a nuclear weapon, it would take at least one year, giving world powers time to
respond. Heading into the JCPOA negotiations, U.S. intelligence officials estimated that, in
the absence of an agreement, Iran could produce enough nuclear material for a weapon in a
Few Months.

Who are the Participants?
•

The JCPOA, which went into effect in January 2016, imposes restrictions on Iran’s civilian
nuclear enrichment program.

•

At the heart of negotiations with Iran were the five permanent members of the UN Security
Council (China, France, Russia, the UK, and the US) and Germany—collectively known as
the P5+1. The European Union also took part.

•

Prior to the JCPOA, the P5+1 had been negotiating with Iran for years, offering its
government various incentives to halt uranium enrichment.

Disruptions After Trump:
•

The deal has been in jeopardy since President Donald J. Trump withdrew the US from it in
2018.

•

In response to the U.S. departure, as well as to deadly attacks on prominent Iranians in
2020, including one by the United States, Iran has resumed some of its nuclear activities.

Why isn’t the Deal Yet Enforced?
•

In April 2020, the United States announced its intention to keep back sanctions.

•

The other P5 members objected to the move, saying the US could not unilaterally implement
the mechanism because it left the nuclear deal in 2018.

•

Meanwhile, the wide range of U.S. sanctions unrelated to the nuclear program has added to
the Damage.

Iran’s Current Nuclear Activity:
•

Iran since Trump’s decisions started exceeding agreed-upon limits to its stockpile of lowenriched uranium. It began enriching uranium to higher concentrations (though still far
short of the purity required for weapons).
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•

It also began developing new centrifuges to accelerate uranium enrichment; resuming heavy
water production at its Arak facility.

4. ICC convicts Ugandan Rebel Commander for War Crimes
Why in News?
•

The International Criminal Court recently convicted a Ugandan child soldier-turned-Lord’s
Resistance Army commander of war crimes and crimes against humanity.

About the News:
•

Dominic Ongwen was found guilty of 61 charges over a reign of terror in the early 2000s,
including the first conviction by the ICC for the crime of forced pregnancy.

•

The court said Ongwen ordered attacks on refugee camps as a senior commander in the LRA,
which under its fugitive chief Joseph Kony waged a bloody campaign in four African nations
to set up a state based on the Bible’s Ten Commandments.

•

Ongwen, nicknamed “White Ant”, was convicted of charges including murder, rape, sexual
enslavement and the conscription of child soldiers. However, he had denied all the charges.

About ICC:
•

The International Criminal Court (ICC), located in The Hague, is the court of last resort for
prosecution of genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity.

•

It is the first permanent, treaty based, international criminal court established to help end
impunity for the perpetrators of the most serious crimes of concern to the international
community.

•

Its founding treaty, the Rome Statute, entered into force on July 1, 2002.

•

Although the Court’s expenses are funded primarily by States Parties, it also receives
voluntary contributions from governments, international organisations, individuals,
corporations and other entities.

Composition and Voting Power:
•

The Court’s management oversight and legislative body, the Assembly of States Parties,
consists of one representative from each state party.

•

Each state party has one vote and “every effort” has to be made to reach decisions by
consensus. If consensus cannot be reached, decisions are made by vote.

•

The Assembly is presided over by a president and two vice-presidents, who are elected by
the Members to three-year terms.
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Criticisms:
•

It does not have the capacity to arrest suspects and depends on member states for their
cooperation.

•

Critics of the Court argue that there are insufficient checks and balances on the authority of
the ICC prosecutor and judges and insufficient protection against politicized prosecutions
or other abuses.

•

The ICC has been accused of bias and as being a tool of Western imperialism, only punishing
leaders from small, weak states while ignoring crimes committed by richer and more
powerful states.

•

ICC cannot mount successful cases without state cooperation is problematic for several
reasons. It means that the ICC acts inconsistently in its selection of cases, is prevented from
taking on hard cases and loses legitimacy.

5. Sri Lanka Clears Chinese Energy Project
Why in News?
•

Sri Lanka’s recent decision to pull out of the East Container Terminal (ECT) deal with India
and Japan is not the only challenge to New Delhi’s interests emerging this year.

About the News:
•

A week before reneging on the 2019 Colombo Port terminal agreement, Sri Lanka cleared a
Chinese energy project in three islands off Jaffna peninsula that are barely 50 km from the
Tamil Nadu coast.

•

On January 18, the Cabinet approved a proposal to involve Sinosoar-Etechwin Joint Venture
in China to install ‘hybrid renewable energy systems’ in Nainativu, Delft or Neduntheevu,
and Analaitivu, located in the Palk Bay. The islands are connected to the Jaffna peninsula
by a limited ferry service, managed mostly by the Sri Lankan Navy.

What are the Concerns?
•

Concerns were raised, citing the project site’s proximity to the Indian coastline. Delft Island
is one of the closest points to India from northern Sri Lanka.

•

The three islands, where the energy systems are coming up, are home to a few thousand
people. Several families residing in these islands fled the civil war, and crossed over to Tamil
Nadu in boats, according to residents.

•

Following years of neglect, the islands have remained much less developed compared to
Jaffna peninsula.
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Historical Background of East Container Terminal:
•

In May 2019, Sri Lanka’s Maithripala Sirisena-Ranil Wickremesinghe’s administration
signed a memorandum of cooperation (MoC) with India and Japan to jointly upgrade the
terminal with the aim of enhancing Sri Lanka’s status as a maritime hub.

•

As per the MoC, the Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA) was to retain 100% ownership, while
a jointly-owned Terminal Operations Company — 51% stake with Sri Lanka and 49% with
India and Japan— would run the terminal.

•

After President Gotabaya Rajapaksa assumed office in November 2019, winning elections
with substantial backing from Sinhala Buddhist nationalist forces, the resistance to the
project grew louder, including from some Opposition parties and port workers opposed to
foreign involvement in “national assets”.

About East Container Terminal:
•

The three countries will jointly build the East Container Terminal at the Port of Colombo.

•

As per the agreement the Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA) retains 100% ownership of the
East Container Terminal (ECT), while the Terminal Operations Company is jointly owned,
the SLPA

•

Sri Lanka will hold a 51% stake in the project and the joint venture partners will retain 49%.

•

Japan is likely to provide a 40-year soft loan with a 0.1% interest rate, details of India’s
contribution to the initiative are awaited.
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Importance of the Pulled Out ECT Project for India:
•

Over 70% of the trans-shipment business at the strategically located ECT is linked to India.

•

India’s interest in the project has well-known commercial and strategic motives.

•

The involvement of India and Japan is the project is being seen as a big development aimed
at neutralising the growing influence of China, which has poured money into the South Asian
island nation under its mammoth Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) infrastructure plan.

•

The ECT adjoins the Colombo International Container Terminal (CICT), the SLPA’s joint
venture with China Merchants Port Holdings Company that holds an 85% stake. A deepwater container terminal, the CICT is the busiest at the Colombo Port.

•

The ECT is also located near the China-backed $1.4 billion Port City coming up on reclaimed
land at Colombo’s sea front. India has more reasons to pin its hope on the ECT, especially
after the Rajapaksa administration ruled out any Indian involvement in developing the
Mattala airport, located near the Chinese-built Hambantota Port — leased to China for 99
years — in the island’s Southern Province.
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6.1. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS SNIPPETS
1. World Sustainable Development Summit 2021
Why in News?
•

The World Sustainable Development Summit, the annual flagship event of The Energy and
Resources Institute (TERI) was recently held.

Highlights:
•

The theme of the 2021 Summit was ‘Redefining our common future: Safe and secure
environment for all’.

•

It is a non-profit research institute, established in 1974. It conducts research work in the
fields of Energy, Environment and sustainable development for India and the Global South.

•

The “Climate justice” is a term, and more than that a movement that acknowledges climate
change can have differing social, economic, public health, and other adverse impacts on
underprivileged populations.

•

As per India, ‘climate justice’ is inspired by a vision of trusteeship - where growth comes
with greater compassion to the poorest. It also means giving the developing countries
enough space to grow.

About Climate Mitigation Efforts:
•

India reassured commitments to its targets under the Paris deal to reduce emissions
intensity of GDP by 33 to 35 percent from 2005 levels.

•

India’s steady progress on its commitment to Land Degradation Neutrality and setting up of
450 gigawatts of Renewable Energy generating capacity till 2030 was also highlighted.

•

Initiatives of India under International Solar Alliance were also discussed.

Commitment to Enhancing Disaster Resilience:
•

To enhance India’s disaster management capabilities, commitments to Coalition for
Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) were assured.

•

CDRI: A multi-stakeholder global partnership of country governments, UN agencies,
multilateral banks, private sector and knowledge institutions that aims to build resilience
into infrastructure systems to Ensure Sustainable Development.

India's Efforts Towards Sustainable Development:
•

In March 2019, India achieved nearly 100% electrification through sustainable technologies
and innovative models.
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•

Through the Ujala Programme, 367 million LED bulbs were distributed which reduced over
38 million tonnes carbon dioxide per year.

•

Through the PM Ujjwala Yojna, more than 80 million households below the poverty line
have access to clean cooking fuel. India is working to increase the share of natural gas in
India's energy basket from 6% to 15%.

•

The Jal Jeevan Mission has connected over 34 million households with tap connections in
18 months.

•

Through conservation efforts, the population of lions, tigers, leopards and Gangetic river
dolphins has gone up.

About World Sustainable Development Summit:
•

It is the annual flagship event of The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI).

•

It is earlier known as Delhi Sustainable Development Summit.

•

It has been conceptualized as a single platform to accelerate action towards sustainable
development and Climate Change.

•

It aims to bring together Global Leaders and Thinkers in the fields of sustainable
development, energy and environment sectors on a common platform.

•

The "Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs". This most widely
accepted definition of Sustainable Development was given by the Brundtland Commission
in its report ‘Our Common Future’ (1987).
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