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2. Bandipur Tiger Reserve 

Why in News? 

• Bandipur Tiger Reserve, located in Karnataka, has recently completed  50 years as a 

Project Tiger Reserve on April 1, 2023. The reserve was launched in 1973 by the then Prime 

Minister, Indira Gandhi, with the aim to stop the decline in population of tigers. 

Highlights 

• There were 12 tigers in Bandipur when Project Tiger was launched, as a result of protection 

measures, there are currently 173 tigers using the area. 

• Bandipur Tiger Reserve lies in one of the richest biodiversity areas of our country 

representing “Western Ghats Mountains Biogeography Zone”, surrounded by Mudumalai 

Tiger Reserve (Tamil Nadu) in the South, Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary (Kerala) in the 

Southwest & on the North West Side the Kabini Reservoir separates the Bandipur and 

Nagarahole Tiger Reserve. 

• The reserve is recognized as one of the Mega Biodiversity Areas in the country and is home 

to rich floral and faunal diversity. 

• It was established in 1973 under Project Tiger. In 1985, by including adjacent areas from 

Venugopala Wildlife Park, it was enlarged and named Bandipur National Park. 

• It Is situated in two contiguous districts (Mysore and Chamarajanagar) of Karnataka and is 

located at the tri-junction area of the States Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Kerala 

• The park Is located between the Kabini river in the north and the Moyar river in the south. 

The Nugu river runs through the park. The highest point in the park is on a hill called 

Himavad Gopalaswamy Betta 
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